Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


k 


THE 


HOME  MISSIONAEY 


FOR    THE    TEAR    ENDING 


APRIL,   1878. 


Go, Pbeach  the  Gk)aPEL. — Mark  xvi  15 

How  Bhall  thej  pbeach,  except  they  be  sent  i-^JRom.  x.  15. 


»- » 


YOL.  L. 


«         • 


«  , 


NEW    YORK: 
THE  AMERICAN  HOME  MISSIONARY   SOCIETY. 

BIBLE  HOUSE,  ASTOR  PLACE. 
1878. 


PUBLIC  LlBRAirrl 

.1399291 


Tfcow»f 

PUMTINO  AND  BoOKBINDtirO  CO., 
305-9Z3  JSa*t  laM  St^ 
NSW  vol 


INDEX  TO  THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


PAOI 

Adams,  Bey.  E.,  articles  by 29,  133 

After  the  yonng  men 9 

A  Uft  on  the  debt 248 

A  look  to  the  West 139 

American  College  and  Education  So- 
ciety, 19, 44,  80, 105, 129, 158, 176, 
199,  222,  246,  270,  295 
American  Congregational  Union,  18,  43, 
79,  103,  128,  152,  175,  198,  221, 

245,  269,  294 
American  Home  Missionary  Society, 
Hf ty-first  Anniversary,  49 ; 
Officers,  50;  Meeting  of 
Board  of  Directors,  51  ;  Fif- 
ty-first Report,  52 ;  Summary 
of  Results,  53 ;  The  Treasury, 
53  ;  Comparative  Results,  53  ; 
Sunday-school  Department, 
54 ;  General  Comparative  Re- 
sults, 55  ;  Distribution  of  Mis- 
sionaries, 56,  57,  58 ;  Auxili- 
aries and  Missionary  Fields, 

59 ;  Conclusion 74 

Annual  Sermon,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Eddy,     85 

Another  heart  full 89 

Answer  to  prayer 167 

Anticipations  realized 218 

Application  of  Matt  vii.,  1 116 

A  veteran  gone 244 

Awakening 286 

Beneficiary  aid 19,  129 

Beneficiary  principle  in  education. .   176 

Bereaved 285 

Bereavement 20 

Biggest  box 145 

Black  Hills 1,  27,  74,  143 

Brigham  Yonng. . « 216 

Brighter  prospects 260 


PAOH 

Bumham,  Rev.  M.,  article  by 109 

Busy  and  happy 85 

California 72 

California,  H.  M.  work  in 258 

Caught  by  a  blizzard 284 

Chance  for  comity 215 

Chaney,  Rev.  L.  W.,  article  by 255 

Changes  in  adminisitration 220 

Church  anniversary  in  Wisconsin. . .       6 

Churches  organized 36,  120 

Church  fellowship  and  order 80 

Church  matters >    28 

Cinereus,  articles  by 6,  284 

Clapp,  Rev.  A.  H.,  D.D.,  resignation 
of      secretaryship ;       elected 

treasurer 220 

Clouds  around 96 

Clouds  lifting 261 

Cobb,   Rev.  L.  H.,  articles  by  103,  148, 

149,  151 

Colorado 74 

Colorado  Springs,  Col 157 

Coming  to  self-support 218 

Comity 255 

Conger,  Rev.  Enoch 266 

Conn.  Home  Missionary  Society 62 

Contributions 29 

Correction 101 

Coupling  missionary  churches 170 

Crane,  Rev.  J.  L.,  decease  of 172 

Cross,  Rev.  R.  T.,  article  by 160 

Cry  for  prayer 95 

Dakota 3,  74 

Death  on  the  prairie 21 6 

Decease  of  Rev.  G.  B.  Bacon,  D.D., 

52;  Rev.  J.   L.  Crane,   172; 

Rev.  J.  R  Freeman,  52 ;  Rev. 


iv 


INDEX. 


PJLOI 

J.  Hodges,  944 ;  Rev.  H.  Lu- 
cas, 62 ;  Rev.  M.  V.  B.  Mor- 
rison, 52 ;  Rev.  H.  G.  Murch, 
17,  52;  A.  W.  Porter,  Esq., 
52 ;  Rev.  J.  N.  Powell,  102 ; 

/             Rev.  W.  A.  Steams,  D.D 52 

Denominational  comity 255 

Destitutions 239 

Dividing  as  he  will 281 

Doane  College 217 

Dresser,  Rev.  A.,  articles  by 268,  277 

Echoes  from  the  press 191 

Economical  efficiency. 151 

Economy  in  missionary  labor 209 

Eddy,  Rev.  Z.,  D.D.,  Sermon  by. . .  85 

Education  in  giving 173 

Eliot,  Pres.,  on  beneficiary  aid 19 

Encouragements 97 

Exemplary 101 

Example ' 122 

Ex-missionary,  letter  from 88 

Extensive  parish 260 

Faittful  few 122 

Financiering 142 

First  impressions 215 

First  work  well  done 120 

First  year  of  freedom 174 

Five  years  of  pioneering 237 

Five  years'  progress 9 

Forces  in  the  field. 88 

Fruitful  quarter 8 

Further  from  the  Black  Hills 27 

Further  retrenchment. 264 

Future  process 80 

Georgetown,  Col 157 

German  minister's  plea  for  help. . . .  282 

Gift  from  the  South 15 

Giving  that  costs  and  pays 84 

Goal  of  self-support 100,  126 

God  provides 119 

God's  harvesting 98 

Good  year's  work 167 

Good  words 289 

Gospel  set  free 90 

Gospel  triumph 81 

Ofanite,  Col •. 159 

Gfeat  awakening 84 


PAOI 

Greatly  encouraged. 288 

Growth 217 

Hail-stones 95 

Happily  disappointed 145 

Happy  man 146 

Happy  sufferer. 76 

Hard  times 29,  121 

Harris,  Rev.  G.,  article  by 229 

Has  it  a  parallel  ? 1 00 

Has  seen  it  also 78 

Havergal,  F.  R,  hymn  by 41 

Hayward,  Rev.  W.  T.,  article  by  . .  210 

Healthful  growth 33 

Health  trip 259 

Hillyer,  Rev.  S.  L 37 

His  field  narrowing 259 

His  vacations 215 

Hold  on  and  hold  out 123 

Home  again 11 

Home  Missionary  experiences 257 

Home  Missionary  reminiscences 277 

Home  Missionary  work  in  Cal. ....  253 

Hopeful  thing  to  do 101 

Hopeful  work 261 

House  completed 1 66 

House  of  worship  needed 32 

How  a  church  began 77 

How  a  church  prospered 87 

How  he  finds  it 285 

How  to  attain  self-support 127 

How  to  raise  money 149 

How  we  spent  New  Year's 241 

Hunting  for  a  cemetery 241 

Hymn  of  help 40 

Ignorance  and  superstition 86 

Illinois. 65 

Immigration 28 

In  behalf  of  Home  Missionaries. ...  116 

Indiana 65 

Indian  Territory 74 

Ingathering 11 

Intelligent  giving 150 

In  the  new  house 8 

Iowa 69 

Iowa's  debt  to  Home  Missions 133 

Ironville,  Ohio 77 

Is  it  true  of  others  also  ? 1 75 

It  bears  fruit 78 

Itinerating 237 


INDBZ. 


PAOI 

Joy  in  Western  work. .  .* 10 

Kftnsas. .' 71 

Kind  words. 88 

LastcalL 289 

Lead  City  and  Oro,  Col 168,  236 

Letter  from  an  ex-missionary. 88 

Letters  from  missionaries  and  contri- 
bntors :  E.  Adams,  29,  188 ; 
J.  Adams,  236;  L.  Armsby, 
285;  J.  M.  Ashl€ly,  217; 
G.  H.  Atkinson,  141 ;  J.  G. 
Bailey,  262 ;  W.  M.  Barrows, 
81,  215 ;  G.  O.  Blake,  88 ;  D. 

B.  Bradford,  268 ;  L.  Bridg- 
man,  284;  W.  M.  Brooks,  11 ; 
H.  Bross,  166,  238;  M.  A. 
Bullock,  146 ;  L.  W.  Chancy, 
10;  Cinerens,  6,  234;  G.  P. 
Claflin,  167;  L.  Clapp,  11; 
L.  EL  Cobb,  103,  148,  149, 
151;  G.  S.  Codington,  236; 
R  T.  Cross,  8,  160;  W.  A. 
Cutler,  169;  B.  A.  Dean,  96; 
8.  C.  Dean,  9;  G.  M.  Dex- 
ter, 283;  F.  B.  Doe,  5,  35; 

C.  Doolittle,  38 ;  J.  G.  Dough- 
erty, 145;  A.  Dresser,  216, 
268,  277;  M.  L.  Eastman, 
121,  218;  J.  F.  Ellis,  235, 
288 ;  N.  K.  Evarts,  98 ;  A. 
Farwell,  217 ;  J.  Fassett,  261 ; 
J.  P.  Field,  168;  A.  Fitch, 
241 ;  J.  G.  Frazer,  77;  W.  Gill, 
261 ;  J.  H.  Goodell,  99  ;  a  B. 
(Joodenow,  122;  J.  F.  Graf, 
282;     R.  Graves,   31,    165; 

D.  B.  Gray,  142;  L.  Gregory, 
174 ;  A.  L.  Gridley,  97 ;  W. 
8.  Hampton,  285;  L.  S. 
Hand,  96 ;  J.  W.  Harris,  215  ; 
P.  Harrison,  165, 259 ;  J.  Hay- 
ward,  167;  W.  T.  Hay  ward, 
210 ;  H.  Hoddle,  34  ;  M.  K. 
Holbrook,  33 ;  E.  L.  Hurd, 
98 ;  H.  Jones,  260 ;  R  Kirk, 
95 ;  L.  Kribs,  95 ;  C.  Little, 
97;  G.  C.  Lochridge,  286; 
J.  A.  McKay,  287;  J.  L. 
Maile,  239 ;  E.  H.  Martin,  85 ; 


PAOI 

A.  Maxwell,  83 ;  J.  H.  Mer- 
rall,  8, 118 ;  W.  C.  Merritt,  8  ; 
H.  A.  Miner,  78,  164,  241 ; 
Missionary,  142,  146,  168, 
259,  262 ;  C.  L.  Mitchell,  240  ; 
N.  J.  Morrison,  129;  L.  H. 
Moses,  34 ;  H.  Myers,  10 ;  L. 
P.  Norcross,  1,  27,  143 ;  J.  8. 
Norris,  146;  A.  K.  Packard,  9, 
259;  H.  P.  Page,  J.  A.  Palmer, 
96;  G.  8.  Pelton,  218,  243, 
286 ;  P.  Peregrine,  167 ;  W. 
Piatt,  287 ;  8.  Porter,  25 ;  L. 
F.  Reed,  147 ;  J.  Rice,  287 ; 
J.  E.  Roy,  139,  243,  244,  265  ; 
E.  A.  Ruddock,  124 ;  A.  W. 
8afford,  32,  165 ;  CM.  San- 
ders, 284 ;  J.  R  Savage,  239 ; 
C.  Seccombe,  144;  8.  Shel- 
don, 3,  157,  232,  257 ;  T.  L. 
Shipman,  173,  266;  P.  8. 
Smith,  145  ;  O.  A.  Starr,  34 ; 
J.  D.  Stewart,  12;  E.  C. 
Stickel,  15 ;  H.  W.  Stratton, 
31 ;  W.  A.  Tenney,  143 ;  D. 
Thomas,  260  ;  A.  M.  Thome, 
122;  E.  B.  Turner,  17,  242; 
E.  B.  Tuthill,  119,  M9;  C.  F. 
Veitz,  144;  P.  F.  Warner, 
262;  J.  H.  Warren,  119;  L. 
Warren,  86  ;M.  K.,  Whittle- 
sey, 42,  102,  149,  151,  171, 
212,  281;  S.  M.  Wilcox,  11; 
W.  B.  Williams,  172 ;  8.  Wol- 
cott,  101 ;  D.  G.  Youker. ....  218 

Let  your  light  shine 292 

Look  of  the  field 95 

Madison  county,  111 41 

Maine  Missionary  Society 59 

Malta,  CoL 158,  236 

Mass.  Home  Missionary  Society 61 

Mason  county.  111 41 

Mercer  county,  111 41 

Michigan 67 

Miner,  Rev.  H.  A.,  articles  by..  .78,  164, 

241 

Minnesota. 70 

Missionary  boxes 14 

Missionary  reminiscence. 173 

Missionary  trip  in  Dakota 3 


VI 


JLNDKX. 


PAOI 

Missionary  work  in  Colorado 157 

Missouri 66 

Morals 142 

More,  and  less  costly 16 

More  exploration  in  Colorado 282 

More  from  our  Black  Uills  mission .  1 

More  givers 148 

Murch,  Rev.  Harvey  O.,  decease  of.  17 

Name  to  live,  but  dead 11 

National  Congregational  Council..  181 

Nebraska 71 

Nebraska  home 123 

Nebraska  storm 143 

Nevada *. 74 

New  cosmos 168 

New  Hampshire  Missionary  Society.     69 

New  station 165 

New  trials,  new  joys 218 

New  York  Home  Missionary  Society.     63 

Night  ride 291 

No  more  aid 143 

Not  an  evangelist 10 

Now  the  chapel 120 


Ohio 

Ohio  Flome  Missionary  Society. 

Ought  they  to  have  it  ? 

Our  California  mission  work... 

Our  country  for  Christ 

Our  fiftieth  volume 

Our  home  frontiers 

Our  little  Anna 

Our  Sunday-school  work 

Our  work  as  a  church 

One  way  to  do  it 

On  to  self-support 

Oregon 

Oregon,  now  and  then 


64, 


125 

64 
151 
205 

42 

14 
262<f 
238 

13 
160 
173 
194 

73 
142 


Page,  Rev.  H.  P.,  article  by 

Parish  side  of  those  barrels 162 

Peck,  Dr.  J.  O.,  on  church  building.  19 

Personal  administrative  expenses.  . .  192 

Pertinent  questions 97 

Pickett,  Rev.  J.  W.,  article  by 291 

Plea  for  the  old  fields 99 

Population,  diversity  of 85 

Population,  distribution  of 87 

Porter,  Rev.  S.,  article  by 25 

Present  and  future 235 

Present  distress 96 


PlOl 

Profitable  vacation 169 

Progress 284 

Progress'in  the  Black  Hills 143 

Pueblo,  Col 158 

Punctual  Application 290 

Rankin,  Rev.  A.  L.,  article  by 253 

Recompensed  at  last 84 

Red  ribbon  and  blue 291 

Reed  City,  Mich 128 

Reminiscences  of  a  H.  M.  lifetime. .     25 

Remittances 221 

Report  of  National  Councirs  Com-  286 

mittee 185 

Revived 286 

Revivals  in  Alma,  Kan.,  87 ;  Aurora, 
Neb.,  87;  Bangor,  N.  Y., 
263 ;  Belmond,  la.,  87 ; 
Boonsboro,  la.,  37;  Brook- 
field,  Mo.,  36;  Brook ville, 
Kan.,  87  ;  Buffalo  City,  Kan., 
87;  BulPs  City,  Kan.,  37; 
Center  Point,  la.,  Chenoa,  111., 
86;  Chicago,  111.,  36;  Cin- 
cinnati, la.,  37 ;  Corry,  Pa., 
86 ;  Council  Grove,  Kan ., 
Craig's,  Neb.,  37;  Creston, 
la.,  37;  Cromwell,  la.,  37; 
Crystal,  Mich.,  87;  Cupola, 
Neb.,  37 ;  Davenport,  la.,  37 ; 
Dover,  Mich.,  36;  Eastman- 
ville,  Mich.,  87 ;  Eb-oy,  Wis., 
87;  Glyndon,  Minn.,  Grand. 
Haven,  Mich.,  87 ;  Hancock, 
Wis.,  87 ;  Hartford,  Wis.,  37 ; 
Hersey,  Mich.,  37  ;  Hixton, 
Wis.,  37 ;  Hutchinson,  Minn., 
87;  Jackson,  Mich.,  239; 
Lawrence,  Kan.,  37 ;  Lewis, 
la.,  87 ;  Little  Valley,  N.  Y., 
86  ;  Lowell,  Mich.,  37;  Lud- 
ington,  Mich.,  87 ;  Michigan 
Center,  Mich.,  36 ;  New  Rich- 
mond, Wis.,  37;  Northern,  la., 
29;  No.  Topeka,  Kan.,  87; 
Oakland,  Ind.,  36;  Oak- 
wood,  Mich.,  87;  Ogden,  la., 
85 ;  Orion,  Mich. ,  37  ;  Pine 
River,  Wis.,  37 ;  Reed  City, 
Mich.,  123;  Riccville,  Pa., 
86;      Sabetha,     Kan.,     87; 


DffDBX. 


FIOI 

Sabula,  Jm^  87;  Saranac, 
Mich.,  87 ;  Seeley,  Neb.,  87 ; 
Sibley,  la.,  87 ;  South  Haren, 
Mich.,  124;  Spring  Valley, 
Minn,  87;  Stewart,  la.,  87 ; 
Stockholm,  N.  T.,  86 ;  Straw- 
berry Point,  la.,  87;  Thaw- 
Tille,  ni.,  86 ;  Viroqua,  Wis., 
87;  Walnnt  Station,  Minn., 
37 ;  W.  Joplin,  Mo.,  86 ;  W. 
Salamanca,  N.  Y.,  86;  Wa- 
coQgta,  Mich.,  87;  Windsor, 
Mo.,   262;   Woodland,  CaL, 

87;  Wythe,m 86 

Bhode  Island  Home  Miss.  Society. .     62 

Riots  and  home  missions 125 

R  O.  C,  article  by 162 

Room  lower  down 41 

Roughing  it 210 

Roy,  Joseph  B.,  D.D.,  articles  by. .  .189, 

248,244 
Rusty  professors 118 

Sabbath  in  fruit  gardens 98 

Schools  needed 82 

SeatUe,  W.  T 235 

Self-supporting 12 

Sheldon,  ^y.  a,  articles  by.. .  .157,  282 

257 
Shipman,  Rev.  T.  L.,  articles  by,  173,  266 

Signal  instances 118 

dmith,  W.  H.,  resignation  of  treas- 

urership 220 

Sod-houses  and  poverty 167 

Songs  in  the  night 97 

Souls  brought  in 81 

Special  experience 142 

Spirits  in  prison 10 

Spiritual  invalids 15 

Statement  before  Nat  Council 182 

Steady  growth. 31 

Success 122 

Sunday-school  department 188 

Sunday-school  plan 170 

Superintendent's  trip 164 

Systematic  giving 109 

Team  wanted 88 

Temperance  revival 240,  262 

Tennessee 74 

Tex  as. 74 

That  Boston  minister's  coat 284 


PAOI 

The  dead  prophet 216 

The  Home  Missionary 14,  150 

The  Indians 141 

The  South-west 290 

The  nation's  curse. 268 

The  superintendents 264 

The  Treasury,  12,  76,  99,  124,  147, 169, 

197,  221,  240,  268 

The  wine  curse 259 

The  young  cored  for 96 

Those  missioDary  boxes 6 

Three  reasons  why 149 

Times  of  refreshing 8,  118 

Too  willing  to  beg. 146 

Train  up  a  town 16 

Trials. 122 

Turner,  Rev.  E.  B.,  articles  by.  .17,  242 
True  method  of  giving 229 

Under  the  rod 261 

Utah 81,  82,  74,  119,  215 

Vacation 145 

Vacation  in  Boston. 120 

Vastnessof  the  field 88 

Vermont  Dom.  Missionary  Society. .     60 
Virginia 74 

Wady  el  Sodoma 128 

Wanderer  returned 149 

Warmed  and  filled 218 

Washington  Territory 73,  244 

Weakening  alliances 122 

Weekly  offering  cards 230 

Weeks  of  trouble. 217 

Welcome  word .*.  168 

We  must  build 166 

Weeping  Water  offer 147 

West  Virginia 74 

What  is  progress  ? 119 

What  shall  be  done  ? 126 

What  shall  we  have  for  dinner  ? . . .  212 

What  they  had  for  dinner 243 

Where  is  the  frontier  1 149 

Whittlesey,  Rev.  Dr.  M.  K.,  articles 
by.. .  .42,  102,  149,  151,  171,  212,  281 

Who  got  up  the  dinner  1 265 

Who  will  imitate  him  ? 218 

Willey,  Rev.  S.  H.,  D.D.,  article  by.  205 
Williams,  Rev.  W.  B.,  notice  by  . . .  172 

Wisconsin *. 68,  194 

Word  of  sympathy 144 


TIU 


INDEX. 


PAOI 

Word  with  our  friends. 268 

Work  and  gain 141 

Work  genaine 166 

Work  in  Northern  Iowa 29 

Work,tofiUin 120 


PAOI 

Would  give  as  many  more 171 

Wyoming .....•..•.     74 

Yearns  progress. •  •  •  165 

Toung  men  in  colleges. 81 


Ili(   Mom^  MilSijSiiottartf 


Go, Prbach  the  Qospkl Mark  xvi.  15. 

How  shall  thej  pzeaoh  ezoept  they  be  sbnt  ?  .  Bom.  x.  15. 


VoL  TUX.  MAY,  1876.  No.  1. 

fflSTORY   OF  THE  ORIGIN   OP   THE   AMERICAN   HOME    MISSIONARY 

SOCIETY. 

Reprintad,  with  the  Introdoctory  Note,  tnm  Tbb  Homb  ICisbiohabt,  far  Jfovember^  1860. 

[Eecent  erents  have  drawn  public  attention  to  the  caofles  which  led  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  and  the  steps  by  which  that  result 
was  reached.  Several  individuals,  then  members  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Andover,  where  this  movement  originated,  but  now  connected  with  different  denomi- 
nations of  Christians,  have  given,  in  the  public  journals,  their  recollections  of  these 
proceedings.  Their  several  statements  are  in  remarkable  harmony  with  each  other. 
Bev.  Nathanux  Bouton,  D.D.,  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  has  furnished  us,  unsolicited, 
with  the  following  corroborative  and  more  circumstantial  narrative.  His  personal 
participation  in  the  transactions  he  records,  and  his  well-known  thoroughness  and 
locuracy  in  historical  research,  give  peculiar  value  to  his  statement. 

It  should  be  premised  that  this  narrative  embraces  those  proceedings  only  which 
were  connected  with  the  origin  of  the  Society.  The  need  of  such  an  Institution  had 
been  felt  and  expressed  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  United  Domestic  Mission- 
ary Society,  and  perhaps  by  others,  but  no  steps  had  been  taken  in  that  direction ; 
and  the  idea  itself  of  a  National  Society  seems  to  have  been  original  in  the  minds  of 
those  through  whose  instrumentality  this  Institution  was  brought  into  being.  It  is  a 
wmroe  of  gratification  that  its  fountain-head  can  be  so  clearly  identified.] 

FoRABMUCH  as  an  inquiry  into  the  origin  of  the  American  Home  Missionary 
Society  has,  of  late,  assumed  a  special  significance  and  importance,  and  various 
atatements  have  been  published  concerning  it — some  of  which  are  erroneous ;  and, 
as  my  name  has  been  brought  before  the  public  in  relation  thereto,  primarily 
without  my  knowledge,  it  will  not,  I  trust,  be  deemed  unbecoming  in  me — agree- 
ably to  request — to  make  a  plain  historical  statement  of  facts,  derived  from  per- 
sonal recollections  and  from  authentic  documents,  which,  mostly,  have  been  pre- 
served by  me  from  the  beginning. 

As  preliminary  to  the  essential  facts,  I  must  state  that,  haying  graduated  at  the 
Theological  Seminary,  Andover,  Mass.,  in  September,  1824,  I  soon  afterwards 
preached  as  a  "  candidate  "  for  the  First  Congregational  Church,  in  Concord,  N.  H. ; 
bat  returned  to  Andover  in  December  following,  where  I  remained,  under  "  a  call " 
for  settlement,  until  about  the  20th  of  March,  1825;  occupying  a  small  chamber 
in  the  house  of  Rev.  Dr.  Porter,  and  keeping  up  intimate  association  with  students 
in  the  Seminary,  especially  of  the  senior  class. 
The  facts  within  my  knowledge  relating  to  the  origin  and  organization  of  the 


2  TBE  HOME  imaioirABT.  i^^Yi 

A.merican  Home  Miflsionary'  Society,  may  be  stated,  as  they  occmrred,  in  the  fol- 
lowing consecatiye  order: 

L  In  the  latter  part  of  January,  1825,  a  number  of  students  rode  together  in  a 
stage-coach  from  Andoyer  to  Newburyport,  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Mrs.  Bartlet, 
wife  of  WiLLiAH  Babtlbt,  Esq.,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Seminary.  Mrs. 
Bartlet  deceased  suddenly,  on  Monday,  January  24th,  and  probably  the  day  of 
the  funeral  was  the  27tlL  I  started  in  company  with  Mr.  Aaroh  FoflTSR,  of  the 
senior  class,  now  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  East  Charlemont,  Mass. 
During  the  ride,  the  conyersation  turned  on  the  subject  of  Domestic  Missions — 
the  need  of  enlarged  operations,  adequate  to  the  growth  and  extent  of  our  country ; 
especially  the  importance  of  proyiding  for  the  settlement  of  minuters,  as  fast  as 
new  communities  should  be  formed  at  the  West.  Who  began  the  conyersation, 
or  who  participated  in  it,  besides  Mr.  Foster  and  myself — and,  perhaps,  Mr.  Hibam 
Chambeblaik,  then  also  of  the  Seminary — I  do  not  distinctly  remember ;  but  I  do 
know,  that  as  the  conyersation  proceeded  between  Mr.  Foster  and  myself,  the 
IDEA,  of  a  new  and  National  Society ^  as  requisite  for  the  great  work,  flashed  on 
my  mind  with  great  force ;  and  that  the  conyersation  on  that  topic  became  yery 
earnest  and  animated,  occupying  most  of  the  time  during  the  ride  thither. 

Rey.  Mr.  Chambbrlain,  now  of  Brownsyille,  Texas,  in  a  communication  to  T^e 
New  York  Times,  of  August  14th— dated  July  26th,  I860— says,  that  **  while  re- 
turning in  the  stage  together,  many  missionary  plans  were  proposed  and  discussed ; 
but  no  mention  was  [then]  made  of  a  national  organization ;"  but  that,  **  on  the 
eyening  of  the  same  day,"  he  had  an  interyiew  alone  in  a  priyate  room  of  Dr. 
Porter's  house,  with  Mr.  Bouton,  afterward  pastor  of  a  church  in  Concord,  N.  H., 
and  that  '*  the  discussion  of  missionary  plans  was  renewed  between  us ;  when  Mr. 
Bouton,  holding  a  key  in  his  hand,  and  placing  it  high  on  the  wall,  said  with 
great  animation  and  emphasis :  '  Why  not  strike  a  high  key  at  once,  and  say  a 
National  Domestic  Missionary  Society  ? ' "  Mr.  Chamberlain  regards  it  as  *'  a  fixed 
fact,''  that  the  '*  thought  of  a  National  Domestic  Missionary  Society  was  thus  bom 
in  that  priyate  room  of  Dr.  Porter's  house."  Respecting  this,  I  can  only  say,  that 
I  well  remember  the  interyiew  with  Mr.  Chamberlain  on  the  eyening  of  the  funeral, 
and  also  the  circumstance  of  striking  the  key  on  the  wall ;  but  yet  the  words,  which 
he  says  I  uttered,  are  not  so  distinctly  in  my  mind  now  as  the  thougM,  which  I  am 
quite  sure  was  first  suggested  in  the  stage-ride  to  Newburyport.  There  the  idea 
was  conceiyed.  I  think,  moreoyer,  that  the  words  which  Mr.  Chamberlain  so  well 
remembers  as  uttered  in  that  priyate  room,  were  but  the  condensed  expression  of 
the  thoughts  preyiously  in  my  mind  during  the  day.  .A  communication  from 
Rey.  Aaron  Foster,  dated  July  26th,  1860,  published  in  The  Independent  of 
September  6th,  1860,  both  agrees  with  and  confirms  my  recollections  of  that  ride. 
The  seeming  discrepancy  between  Mr.  Foster's  statement  and  Mr.  Chamberlain's  is 
explained  by  the  circumstance,  that  the  particular  conyersation  with  Mr.  Foster 
was  in  going  to  Newburyport,  and  ifith  Mr.  Chamberlain  in  returning,  and  was 
'*  resumed"  in  the  eyening. 

n.  The  next  step  in  order  was  a  Declamation,  spoken  in  the  chapel  a  few  weeks 
afterwards,  before  the  Porter  Rhetorical  Society,  by  Mr.  Aaron  Foster.  It  was 
on  the  subject  of  Domestic  Missions — ^the  necessity  of  a  National  Society,  not  only 
for  sending  out  missionaries,  hnt  for  the  settlement  of  pastors.  His  declamation  was 
earnest,  eloquent  and  deeply  impressiye.  I  listened  to  it  with  the  more  interest, 
because  I  thought  it  an  embodiment  and  expansion  of  the  thoughts  adyanced  in 
the  stage-ride.  Dr.  Porter  was  present,  and  expressed  unqualified  approyal  both  of 
the  matter  and  manner  of  the  Declamation.    This,  according  to  my  knowledge  and 
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belief,  wu  the  Jhst  public  utterance  <m  the  tubject  of  a  NaManal  Missionary  Society 
that  had  a  dietinet  rdatian  to  the  organization  that/oUoioed,  It  formed  one  link  in 
the  chain. 

nL  It  is  well  known  that,  preyious  to  this  time,  seyeral  members  of  the  senioi 
class  were  deeply  interested  in  the  subject  of  Domestic  Missions,  and  were  inquir- 
ing into  their  own  duty  respecting  the  matter ;  but  a  more  general  interest  was 
now  awakened  in  the  Seminary.  The  "  Society  of  Inquiry  "  which  had  primary  re- 
spect to  Foreign  MissionB,  now,  for  the  Jtrst  time,  took  up  **  systematically  ^^  the 
subject  of  Domestic  Missions.  On  the  12th  of  April,  1825,  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Society  was  held ;  when  a  Dissertation  was  read  by  Mr.  John  Maltbt,*  **  On  the 
necessity  of  increased  and  more  efficient  exeition  to  promote  missions  in  our  West- 
em  States.^'  At  the  same  meeting  a  '*  Permanent  Committee  of  six  with  the 
addition  of  the  President,  was  appointed  on  the  subject  of  Domestic  Missions — the 
Committee  haying  power  to  add  to  their  number."  This  Jirst  Committee  consisted 
of  Wajobftkld  Galb,  President,  Luciub  Alden,  Hiram  Chamberlain,  John 
Maltbt,  Qsorob  C.  Beckwith,  Luther  G.  Bingham,  Aaron  Foster,  and  Gborob 
Hows, — all  of  the  same  class.  This  Committee  furnished  valuable  articles  for  re- 
ligious newspapers  'in  different  sections  of  the  country;  and  thus  called  the 
attention  of  the  Christian  community  to  the  subject. 

To  show  the  animus — the  spirit  that  animated  members  of  the  Seminary  at  this 
time — ^I  here  quote  a  single  paragraph  from  the  Address  of  Mr.  Maltby,  before  re- 
tired to,  large  extracts  from  which  were  published  in  the  Boston  Recorder  and 
Telegraph,  August  26tli,  1825.  It  is  the  more  valuable  as  giving  reasotis  for  a 
National  Society  :  '*  We  want  a  btbtsm  which  shall  be  em^— one  in  purpose — one 
in  action —  a  system  aiming  not  at  itinerant  missionaries  alone^  but  at  planting  in 
every  little  community  that  is  rising  up,  men  of  learning  and  influence,  to  impress 

their  own  characer  on  those  communities A  system,  in  short,  which  shall 

gather  the  resources  of  philanthropy,  patriotism,  and  Christian  sympathy  through- 
out our  country,  into  one  vast  reservoir,  from  which  a  stream  shall  flow  to  Geor- 
gia, to  Louisiana,  to  Missouri  and  to  Maine.  We  want  a  Society  in  which  all  who 
have  the  spirit  of  the  gospel — all  who  love  their  country — all  whose  bosoms  ever 
glowed  with  philanthropy — may  unite,  without  one  hesitating  or  discordant 
feeling.  We  want  a  National  Society.  Such  a  Society  will  do  all  this ;  and  if 
SQch  a  Society  is  to  be  proposed,  if  the  nobly  bold  design  has  been  conceived,  of  thus 
giving  the  blessings  and  glories  of  our  Republic  to  the  latest  generation  that  shall 
stand  on  these  shores  of  being,  we  shout  success!  but  not  in  arms;  let  no  sect 
raise  its  banner— no  section  stand  alone — no  party  wake  to  strife;  but  blow  the 
trumpet  in  Zion,  and  all  shall  comb  I  '^ 

IV.  At  this  point  it  is  due  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Porter,  who,  in  relation  to  this  move- 
ment, was  the  confidential  friend  and  adviser  of  the  students,  to  state,  that  from 
his  first  knowledge  of  the  inception  of  the  idea  of  a  National  Society,  through  the 
whole  process  of  its  development,  till  tlie  Society  was  organized,  he  took  a  lively 
and  efficient  interest  in  it  As  stated  by  Rev.  Mr.  Cliamberlain,  in  his  communi- 
cation to  The  Times,  Dr.  Porter  was  the  organ  of  correspondence  with  distinguished 
gentlemen  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  His  counsel  and  influence  were  felt 
in  every  stage  of  the  movement.  In  tlie  autumn  of  1825,  he  held  meetin«rs  of  con- 
ference and  consultation  with  those  interested  in  the  object,  as  he  had  opportunity, 
in  Massachusetts, —as  well  as  in  Hartford,  New  Haven,  Litchfield,  and  other  places 


*  Late  pastor  of  the  Hammond  street  Cong.  Church,  in  Bangor,  Me 
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in  Connecticut,  whitiier  he  journeyed  soon  after  the  ordination  of  the  miaiionaries 
in  Boston,  September  29th. 

y.  Growing  out  of  this  awakened  interest  in  the  Seminary,  in  Domestic  Missions, 
— perhaps  operating  both  as  cause  and  effect — at  least  nx  young  men  belonging  to 
tlie  senior  class  had  already  decided  to  devote  themselves  to  missionary  labors  in  the 
Western  or  Southern  portions  of  our  country.  These  were  Hiram  Chamber- 
lain, Augustus  Pombrot,  Lucius  Alden,  John  M.  Ellis,  Luther  G.  Bingham, 
and  Aaron  Foster.  In  looking  about  for  some  Society  under  whose  patronage 
and  commission  they  might  go  forth,  Mr.  Bingham  applied  to  the  Connecticut 
Missionary  Society ;  under  the  advice  and  agency  of  Rev.  Dr.  Porter,  Mr.  Foster 
made  application  to  the  Charleston  (8.  C.)  Domestic  Missionary  Society,  and  the 
others  to  the  United  Domestic  Missionary  Society  of  New  York.  Upon  request  of 
this  latter  Society,  as  suggested  by  Rev.  Dr.  Forter,/aur  of  the  above-named  young 
men — namely,  Pomeroy,  Alden,  Ellis,  and  Bingham — on  the  evening  of  the  day  af- 
ter the  Anniversary,  that  is,  the  29th  of  September,  1825 — ^were  ordained  as  Mis- 
sionaries, by  a  Council  called  for  the  purpose,  in  the  Old  South  Church,  Boston. 
Here  observe  :  As  it  was  necessary  that  these  young  missionaries  should  receive  or- 
dination before  going  out  and  as  most  of  them  were  members  of  Congregational 
churches  in  New  England,  there  was  an  obvious  propriety  in  their  being  here  or- 
dained  according  to  Congregational  usage.  Mr.  Chamberlain  being  a  member  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Spring's  church  in  New  York,  received  ordination  from  a  Presbytery.  Mr. 
Foster,  in  connection  with  two  or  three  other  classmates,  found  it  convenient  to  be 
ordained,  Oct.  19th,  1825,  in  Rutland,  Vt  And,  agreeably  to  an  understanding 
with  the  Executive  Committee  in  New  York — who  had  agreed  to  take  three  of  these 
yuung  missionaries  under  their  patronage — **a  request ''  was  made  by  said  Execu- 
tive Committee,  that  a  Council  should  be  called  in  Boston  for  their  ordination.  As 
'  this  occasion  was  new,  so  it  was  one  of  great  interest,  and  ^*  was  attended  by  persons 
interested  in  the  prosperity  of  Zion  from  various  parts  of  the  United  States.'^  Rev. 
Matthias  Bruen,  of  New  York,  preached  the  sermon  from  1  Cor.  4:1;  Rev.  Brown 
Emerson,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  offered  the  ordaining  prayer ;  Rev.  Samuel  H.  Cox,  D.D., 
of  New  York,  gave  the  charge  ;  and  Rev.  Justin  Edwards,  of  Andover,  presented 
the  right  hand  of  fellowship. 

Thus  set  apart  for  the  missionary  work,  Mr.  Alden  went  to  Indiana,  Mr.  Ellis  to 
Illinois,  Mr.  Pomeroy  to  Missouri,  where,  in  St  Louis,  he  met  his  friend.  Rev. 
Hiram  Chamberlain,  under  commission  likewise  from  the  United  Domestic  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  New  York.  Rev.  Mr.  Bingham  went  to  Ohio,  under  the  patron- 
age of  the  Connecticut  Missionary  Society,  and  for  several  years  was  pastor  of  a 
church  in  Marietta.  Rev.  Mr.  Foster  went  to  South  Carolina,  and  was  for  a  while 
pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Pendleton. 

VL  Now  mark  another  step  in  the  series.  On  the  morning  succeeding  the  ordi- 
nation— the  80th  of  September,  1825 — before  the  company  which  the  occnsion  had 
called  together  from  abroad  was  dispersed,  "  several  persons  from  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  and  South  Carolina,  providentially  met  at  the  house  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Wisner,  and  had  their  attention  called  to  the  desirableness  and  expe- 
diency of  forming  a  National  Domestic  Missionary  Society.'*  The  names  of  these 
persons  are  not  known  to  the  writer,  neither  who  "  called  their  attention  '^  to  the 
subject  It  is  reasonable,  however,  to  conjecture  that  it  was  Dr.  Porter ;  inasmuch 
as,  after  discussion,  it  being  their  unanimaiu  opinion  "  that  the  formation  of  such 
a  Society  ii  both  desirable  and  practicable,'^  a  Committee  was  thereupon  appointed, 


1876.  THB  HOMB  MI88I0NABT.  5 

connflting  of  the  Rey.  Dn.  Pobtkb  and  Edwaxum,  of  Andover,  and  Rer.  N.  W. 
Tatlor,  D.D.,  of  New  Haven,  Ct.,  to  make  further  inquiries  in  relation  to  the 
rabject ;  and  if  they  should  deem  it  advisable,  "  invite  a  meeting  of  gentlemen 
friendly  to  the  object,  in  Boston,  some  time  in  the  month  of  January  ensuing/* 

yn.  In  pursuance  of  correspondence,  and  of  arrangements  made  by  the  aforesaid 
Committee,  a  meeting  was  cidled  and  held  on  the  11th  of  January,  1826,  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Hbnrt  Homes,  in  Boston.  There  were  present  the  following  per- 
sons, some  of  whose  names  will  be  recognized  as  among  the  most  eminent  ministers 
in  New  England,  for  wisdom,  station,  and  influence :  Rev.  Messrs.  William  Allen, 
Pres.  of  Bowdoin  College,  Me. ;  Nathan  Lord,  then  of  Amherst,  N.  H. ;  Brown 
Emerson,  of  Salem,  Mass. ;  Elias  Cornelius,  do. ;  Leonard  Woods,  Prof.Theol.  Sem., 
Andover ;  Ebenezer  Porter,  do. ;  Justin  Edwards,  Andover,  Mass. ;  Warren  Fay, 
Charlestown,  Mass. ;  Bereno  E.  Dwight,  Park  St.  Church,  Boston ;  Benjamin  B. 
Wisner,  Old  South  Church,  Boston ;  Thaddeus  Osgood,  Springfield,  Mass. ;  Samuel 
Whittlesey,  Cor.  Sec.  Conn.  Miss.  Soc.,  Hartford. 

Other  distinguished  clergymen,  who  could  not  be  present,  sent  letters  of  cordial 
approval — among  whom  were  Rev.  Dr.  Lyman  Beecher,  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  and 
Rev.  John  H.  Church,  D.D.,  of  Pelham,  N.  H. 

In  the  preliminary  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  it  was  settled :  1.  That  in  form- 
ing a  National  Society,  a  unioh  of  all  denominations  was  not  to  be  attempted  as  a 
formal  thing.  2.  That  existing  missionary  societies  were  neither  to  be  superseded, 
except  in  accordance  with  their  own  desire,  nor  imi)eded  in  their  operations,  but 
rather  to  be  strengthened  and  stimulated.  These  principles  being  establislied,  it 
was  then  unaninunuly  resolvedj  "  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  it  is  expe- 
dient to  attempt  the  formation  of  a  National  Domestic  Missionary  Society." 

A  form  of  a  Constitution  was  then  reported  by  the  aforesaid  Committee, 
"  which  was  considered  and  approved,  as  suitable  to  be  recommended  to  a  meeting 
hereafter  to  be  convened,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  the  proposed  Society." 

But  at  this  stage  of  the  meeting,  questions  of  prudence  and  expediency  arose  as 
to  the  best  modes  of  proceeding  in  calling  a  general  meeting  or  convention  to 
form  a  National  Society :  1.  Where  and  by  whom  shall  such  convention  be  called  ? 
2.  Shall  the  Convention  be  independent  of  any  existing  Society  ?  or,  3.  **  Shall 
the  United  Domestic  Missionary  Society  of  New  York  be  requested  to  call  such  a 
Convention  in  connection  with  their  annual  meeting  in  May  ensuing,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  acting  on  the  plan  of  a  National  Society  now  proposed  ?  "  4.  Shall  that 
Society  be  requeued  to  become  the  National  Society — modifying  its  Constitution  to 
suit  the  case  ?  5.  If  a  Convention  is  otherwise  convened,  and  a  National  Society 
formed,  shall  the  New  York  Society  be  invited  to  become  auxiliary  ? 

Here  be  it  observed,  that  there  were  various  local  missionary  societies  in  exist- 
ence at  this  time,  whose  interests  or  fields  of  labor  might  be  aifected  by  a  National 
Society ;  such  were  the  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  and  Connecticut  Missionary 
Societies ;  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church ;  and,  besides  many  smaller  societies, — the  United  Domestic  Missionary 
Society  of  New  York.  In  their  laudable  zeal  to  supply  the  destitutions  of  our 
country,  these  several  societies  did  not  hesitate  to  extend  their  operations  even 
beyond  their  appropriate — at  least  local — spheres.  Even  the  New  Hampshire  Mis- 
sionary Society  had  sent  missionaries  into  Maine,  Vermont,  Northern  New  York, 
and  to  Canada;  while  the*  Connecticut  Society  was  stretcliing  its  labors  into 
Western  New  York,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania.  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Missouri, 
and  Loaisiana.    Especially,  was  the  United  Domestic  Missionary  Society  of  New 
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York — ^ihen  young,  yigorous,  and  enterprinng — performing  a  noble  work  not  only 
in  its  own  State,  bnt  as  much  farther  as  its  funds  would  allow.  This  latter  society 
was  formed  in  May,  1822,  by  delegates  from  ten  small  and  local  missionary 
societies,  all  within  the  State  of  New  York.  The  delegates  were  mostly  of  the 
Presbyterian  and  Dutch  Reformed  denominations;  but  laying  aside  denomina- 
tional preferences,  were  willing  to  unite  in  one  society  for  the  purpose  of  greater 
efficiency  in  giving  the  gospel  to  the  destitute.  '*  This  Society  was  not  in  any 
sense  a  denominational  institution.'*  Its  Executive  Board  of  Officers  were  men  of 
large  views,  watching  the  *'  signs  of  the  times,"  and  ready  to  acquiesce  in  any 
well-devised  plan  to  extend  the  sphere  of  missionary  operations.  In  1826,  the 
income  of  this  Society  was  about  $11,800  ;  it  employed  127  missionaries,  of  whom 
one  hundred  were  in  the  State  of  New  York,  1  in  Vermont,  1  in  New  Jersey,  7  in 
Pennsylvania,  7  in  Ohio,  1  in  Michigan,  4  in  Indiana,  8  in  Missouri,  1  in  Illinois, 
1  in  East  Florida,  and  1  in  Lower  Canada. 

In  this  state  of  things,  it  was  natural — certainly  it  was  courteous —that  the  gen- 
tlemen in  consultation  in  Boston,  for  forming  a  National  Society,  should  have  re- 
gard to  the  United  Domestic  Missionary  Society  in  New  York.  The  scat  of  its 
operations  was  the  central  metropolis  of  population,  wealth,  and  influence  in  the 
Union  ;  it  already  had  under  commission  three  young  missionaries  from  the  Congre- 
gational churches  of  New  England,  whose  hearts  were  all  aglow  for  a  National 
work  ;  hence,  after  discussing  the  above  questions  of  expediency,  it  was  unani- 
mously votedy  as  desirable,  **  that  the  more  genera]'  meeting  should  be  called  by  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  United  Pomestic  Missionary  Society ;  and  that  that 
Society  should  become  the  American  Domestic  Missionary  Society,  should  no 
special  reasons  occur  to  render  such  a  measure  inexpedient."  Rev.  Drs.  Porter, 
Edwards,  and  Wisner  were,  at  the  same  meeting,  appointed  a  committee  to  com- 
municate all  these  proceedings  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  United  Domes- 
tic Missionary  Society — ^Rev.  Absalom  Peters — and  to  correspond  with  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  that  Society,  and  with  others,  if  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting,  in  the  best  manner,  the  establishment  of  the  proposed  National  Society. 

On  the  next  day,  12th,  after  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting,  Rev.  Absalom 
Peters,  Rev.  Matthias  Bruen,  and  Mr.  Archibald  Falconer,  delegates  from  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  in  New  York,  and  the  Rev.  Walter  Chapin,  from  Woodstock,  Vt., 
who  had  designed  to  attend  the  meeting,  arrived  in  Boston — having  been  detained 
by  the  badness  of  the  roads.  The  proceedings,  however,  were  all  communicated 
to  them,  and  ''they  were  pleased  to  express  their  unqualified  approbation." 

Before  the  meeting  was  adjourned.  Rev.  President  Allen  offered  a  "  prayer  of 
thanks  to  Almighty  Gk>d,"  in  which  even  now  we  most  heartily  join,  "  for  the  cor- 
diality and  harmony  which  had  characterized  the  proceedings  of  the  brethren  as- 
sembled ;  and  for  the  auspicious  results  of  their  deliberations ;  and  commended  the 
design  and  the  interests  of  our  American  Zion,  and  of  the  Church  throughout  the 
world,  to  the  Divine  blessing  ! " 

Vlll.  The  next  important  step  in  order  was  the  issuing  of  a  Circular — agreea- 
bly to  the  "request"  of  the  Boston  meeting — on  the  18th  of  March,  1826,  by  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  United  Domestic  Missionary  Society  of  New  York ; 
which  was  '*  addressed  to  a  large  number  of  the  Congregational,  Presbyterian,  and 
Dutch  Reformed  churches  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States,"  inviting  them  **  to  con- 
vene at  the  session  room  of  the  Brick  Presbyterian  Church  in  New  York,  on  Wednes- 
day, the  10th  day  of  May  next,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  American  Homb  Mis- 
fiiONABT  SociBTT."    This  circular  was  sigDcd  by  Absalom  Peters,  Corresponding 
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Secretary;  Peter Hawes,  Treasurer;  Stephen  Lockwood,  Recording  Secretary;  and 
by  John  D.  Keeae,  Chairman  ;  Gardiner  Spring,  James  M.  Mathews,  Thomas  Mo- 
Anley,  Elihu  W.  Baldwin,  John  Nitchie,  Eleazer  Lord,  Enowles  Taylor,  Archibald 
Falconer,  and  Thomas  Webster,  ExeeuHvs  Committee.  In  their  circular  address, 
they  state  as  one  reason  for  the  proposed  Society,  that  it  is  '*  their  decided  convic- 
tion  that  mere  local  efforts  must  be  forever  inadequate  to  accomplish  the  wishes  of 
the  benerolent."  Appended  to  the  circular,  were  extracts  from  the  minutes  of  the 
meeting  in  Boston,  of  January  11,  1826,  furnished  by  Rev.  Dr.  Wisner;  and  a 
reconmiendatory  letter  signed  by  those  venerable  and  honoied  servants  of  Christ, 
Rev.  Drs.  Samuel  Mit.t.tcu  and  Archibald  Alsxandeb,  of  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary at  Princeton,  in  which  they  say  :  "  We  rejoice  to  hear  that  there  is  a  plan  in 
contemplation  for  forming  a  Domestic  Missionary  Society  on  a  much  larger  scale 
than  has  heretofore  existed." 

EL  The  way  being  thus  prepared,  the  auspicious  day  arrived  when  the  idea  con- 
ceived in  the  stage-ride  to  Newburyport,  and  first  publicly  uttered  by  Mr.  Aaron 
FoeTBR,  was  to  be  realized.  At  the  hour  and  place  appointed,  there  were  assembled 
in  Convention  one  hundred  and  twenty-tix  Ministers  and  Laymen,  from  thirteen 
States  and  Territories  of  the  Union  I  Many  of  them  were  gentlemen  of  high  ofli- 
cial  positions,  and  of  commanding  influence  in  the  state,  in  the  churches  and  in  insti- 
tations  of  learning.  Their  names  are  on  record.  They  were  of  at  least  four  Christian 
denominations — Congregational,  Presbyterian,  Dutch  Reformed  and  Associate  Re- 
formed ;  yet  with  no  sectarian  or  denominational  ends  to  gain  or  even  to  desire !  *'  * 
Of  this  august  Convention  of  Christian  men.  Rev.  Jeremiah  Day,  D.D.,  President 
of  Yale  College,  was  chosen  Chairman,  and  Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  D.D.,  and  Rev. 
John  Chester,  D.D.,  Secretaries. 

Now  mark  and  admire  the  wisdom  and  order  of  their  proceedings :  1.  The  Rev. 
Matthias  Bruen,  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  United  Domestic  Mis- 
sionary Society,  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting.  2.  On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Porter, 
of  Andover,  seconded  by  Rev.  C.  C.  Cuyler,  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church, 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  it  was  Beeolved,  That  the  Convention  is  now  prepared  to  re- 
ceive any  proposition  which  the  Executive  Committee  of  said  Society  may  introduce, 
relative  to  the  object  of  this  meeting.  The  Rev.  Absalom  Peters,  Corresponding 
Secretary,  announced  that  the  Executive  Committee  had  intrusted  him  with  the 
form  of  a  Constitution,  which  they  would  recommend  to  be  made  the  basis  of  the 
contemplated  National  Society.  The  Constitution  was  read.  4.  On  motion  of 
Hon.  Chancellor  Kent,  seconded  by  Rev.  Dr.  Bates,  President  of  Middlebury 
College,  Vt.,  it  was  Reeolved,  That  the  Convention  entirely  approve  of  the  proposed 
plan  of  a  National  Home  Missionary  Society,  and  that  they  will  now  proceed  to 
consider  the  Constitution  presented. 

X.  The  Constitution  was  then  read,  article  by  article,  and  after  discussion  and 
amendment,  was  approved. 


*  Not  being  able  to  attend  this  Convention,  I  may  be  excused  for  here  introducing 
an  extract  from  the  letter  dated  **  Concord,  May  1,  1826  ;'*  the  original  of  which  is  pre- 
served, which  I  sent  to  Rev.  Dr.  Peters,  in  answer  to  the  invitation  contained  in  the  cir- 
cular :  **My  acquaintance  with  some  of  the  first  steps  taken  towards  the  proposed  ob- 
ject ;  the  privilege  of  uniting  in  prayer  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  for  direction 
in  regard  to  it,  with  tkfew^  who,  I  believe,  were  the  first  to  speak  of  it ;  a  full  convic- 
tion of  its  expedienqy  and  importance,  create  in  me  a  deep  and  unusual  interest  for  the 
result  of  the  meeting.  May  the  Lord  guide  the  deliberations  of  those  who  convene, 
and  make  the  contemplated  Sode^  a  river  of  life  to  the  American  people,  and  a  glory 
in  the  midst  of  them. 


8  THB  HOMB  MI88IONABT.  May, 

But  at  this  point,  important  questioDs  arise  respecting  the  Constitution ,  ^\  hich 
was  **  approved"  with  so  much  unanimity  by  the  Convention.  I.  Was  it  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Domestic  Missionary  Society,  simply  *'  modified  to  suit  the 
case? ''  or,  2.  Was  it  the  Constitution  proposed  at  the  meeting  in  Boston,  January 
1 1 ,  and  **  approved  as  suitable  to  be  recommended'  to  a  general  meeting  ?  "  or,  3.  Was  it 
a  new  Constitution  jointly  agreed  upon  by  the  Boston  Committee  and  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  United  Domestic  Missionary  Society  ? 

Happily,  on  these  questions  we  are  able  to  speak  with  knowledge,  and,  therefore, 
with  assurance.  The  facts  are  these:  1.  The  Constitution  which  was  *' approved 
by  the  meeting  in  Boston,  January  11,  1826,  as  suitable  to  be  recommended  to  a  gen- 
eral meeting,"  was  forwarded  to,  or  put  into  the  hands  of,  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee of  the  Society  in  New  York.  2.  At  successive  meetings,  held  by  said  Executive 
Committee,  this  Boston  Constitution  was  considered  article  by  article,  was  amended 
wherein  it  was  necessary,  and  approved.  3.  Finally,  previous  to  the  lOtli  of  May, 
1826,  that  Constitution  so  revised,  amended,  approved — and  accepted  by  the  Bo8ton 
Committee— was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Domes- 
tic Missionary  Society  of  New  York,  to  be  recommended  to  the  Convention  ''  as  the 
basis  of  the  contemplated  National  Society."  We  therefore  repeat :  lliat  the  Conr 
stitution  offered  to  the  Convention  by  Dr.  Peters^  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee 
in  New  York,  was  in  its  original  form,  the  Constitution  **  approved  by  the  Boston 
meeting  ;  "  and  that  that  Constitution,  <u  amended  by  the  Convention,  was  approved 
as  the  CoMSTiTUTiON/or  tA^  Ajierican  Homb  Missionary  Socibtt. 

With  two  or  three  inconsiderable  amendments  made  according  to  its  own  provi- 
sions, that  Constitution  remains  to  this  day  I 

But  to  return  to  the  Convention.  One  further  step  only  remained  to  be  taken  by 
this  noble  body  of  Christian  men.  On  motion  of  Rev.  James  Blythe,  D.D.,  of 
Kentucky,  seconded  by  Rev.  James  Richards,  D.D.,  of  Auburn  Theological  Semi- 
nary, it  was  Besolved,  **  That  the  Convention,  having  approved  the  proposed  Con- 
stitution, recommend  to  the  United  Domestic  Missionary  Society,  to  adopt  the  same 
and  become  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society."    ' 

XL  It  was  now  left  for  the  United  Domestic  Missionary  Society  of  New  York, 
to  adopt  or  reject  the  recommendation  of  the  Convention.  Accordingly,  on  Fri- 
day the  12th  of  May,  1826,  the  Fourth  Anniversary  of  the  United  Domestic  Mis- 
sionary Society  was  held — ^the  proceedings  of  the  National  Convention  communi- 
cated ;  and  on  motion  of  Rev.  B.  B.  Wisner,  of  Boston,  seconded  by  Rev.  Wm.  R 
De  Witt,  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  it  was  Besohed:  '^That  the  recommendation  of  the 
Convention  be  adopts ;  and  that  the  United  Domestic  Missionary  Society  now 
become  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  under  the  Conbtitution  kecx)m- 

MENDSD  BT  THE  CONVENTION." 

In  the  sense  and  manner  thus  fully  explained,  the  United  Domestic  Missionary 
Society  of  New  York  "became"  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society.  It  was 
"  superseded  in  accordance  with  its  own  desire."  A  **  local  *'  gave  way  to  a  National 
Society;  or,  in  the  language  of  its  own  Secretary,  **  it  was  merged  in  the  National 
Institution."  It  was  also  provided  in  the  change  that  the  Life  Directors  and  Life 
Members  of  the  former  Society  should  be  recognized  as  Life  Directors  and  Life 
Members  of  the  latter. 

Then  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  offi- 
cers according  to  the  provisions  of  its  Constitution  ;  and  it  is  most  worthy  of  note, 
that  the  officers  elected  the  fii'st  year  were  from  sixteen  States,  and  from  the  Cong^'e- 
gatianal,  Presbyterian^  Dutch  Beformed,  and  Associate  Beformed  Churches. 
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Ab  corroboratiTe,  in  general,  of  the  historic  origin  of  this  Society,  given  above, 
I  would  here  state,  that  about  one  year  subsequently,  tlmt  is  January  26th,  1827, 
the  "Boston  Society  for  Home  Missions^'  was  formed,  at  a  meeting  of  citizens  in 
Marlboro^  Hotel,  which  was  addressed  by  Jeremiah  Evarts,  Esq.,  Rev.  Dr.  Wisncr, 
and  Hon.  Samuel  Hubbard.  Hon.  JohI}  Tappan  was  chosen  President,  and  Rev. 
B.  R  WiBNiER,  Secretary.  The  main  object  of  this  Society  was  to  aid,  by  its  funds 
the  American  Home  Missionary  Society.  In  the  official  Address  to  the  public,  ac- 
companying a  notice  of  the  formation  of  the  Boston  Society,  published  in  The 
Beeorder  and  Telegraph,  February  2,  1827,  it  is  urged  as  a  motive  for  contributing 
to  its  funds,  that  *'  within  the  last  year  the  American  Home  Miesionary  Society  has 
been  formed.  The  Society  originated  in  this  Commonwealth,  and  its  object  here 
is  well  understood.  We  are  .assured  it  is  regarded  by  our  churches  generally  with 
approbation."  This  testimony  is  important,  as  given  by  those  who  knew  the  facts 
at  the  time  of  their  occurrence  1 

The  forgoing  I  respectfully  submit  to  all  concerned,  as  the  facts  of  history,  in 
relation  to  the  origin  and  organization  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society. 
I  leave  others  to  draw  inferences  and  conclusions  from  these  historical  premit^cs. 
In  particular,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  these  facts  to  our  brethren  of  the  General 
Aaaembly  (N.S.)  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  held  at  Wilmington,  1859,  and  that 
at  Pittsburg,  in  May,  1860 ;  and  to  request  them,  with  the  members  generally  of 
that  church,  candidly  to  compare  the  above  series  of  facts  with  the  statements  and 
inferences  made  in  the  "  Report  of  the  General  Assembly's  Commission  of  Invcsti- 
gation.'^     See  Pamphlet  Report,  1860,  Sec.  U.,  pp.  5-8.     One  thing  I  think  must  be 
clear  to  every  candid  mind,  namely,  that  the  organization  of  the  American  Home 
IGssionary  Society,  which  has  now  been  in  successful  operation  thirty- four  years,  was 
only  the  development  of  a  germ — the  realization  of  a  single  idsa  ;  the  issue  of 
steps  that  followed  each  other  in  regular  order;  links  in  a  perfect  chain,  form*  d 
and  welded  by  the  invisible  hand  of  Divine  Providence !     The  United  Domestic 
IGssionary  Society,  located  in  the  city  of  New  York,  was  a  favorable  accident  in 
the  series  of  events ;  but  the  formation  of  a  National  Society  was  sure,  with  or 
without  the  consent  of  that  body.     The  primary  impulses  and  causes  that  led  to  it 
were  all  a5  extra — ^independent  of  that  organization.     Virtually,  the  matter  was 
decided  by  the  meeting  in  Boston,  on  the  11th  of  January,  1826.     Then  and  there 
the  mold  of  a  National  Domestic  Missionary  Society  was  cast.     Had  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  New  York  Society  declined  the  "  request "  to  call  a  National 
Convention  for  the  purpose  proposed,  a  Convention  would  assuredly  have  been 
called  in  some  other  way ;  had  that  Society,  at  last,  rejected  the  Constitution  *'  ap- 
proved ^'  by  the  Convention,  that  same  Constitution  would  have  been  a  rallying 
center  for  the  *'  friends  of  Missions  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States,"  who  had 
approved  of  it !     As  the  result  was,  however,  it  was  toell — very  weU  !    In  the  whole 
course  of  events,  from  the  providential  inception  of  the  idea  in  the  stage-coach,  to 
its  realization  in  the  organization  of  the  National  Society,  wc  behold  an  illustra- 
tion of  the  "  wonder-working  Providence  of  Zion^s  Savior !  "     To  him  belongs 
all  the  praise  I     A  Society  arose  in  strength,  on  a  broad  national  platform — unsec- 
tarian — undenominational — but  of  evangelical  spirit ;  and  a  noble  work  has  it  been 
the  means  of  accomplishing  for  the  honor  of  our  Redeemer,  for  the  good  of  our 
country,  and  of  the  world.     May  God's  blessing  ever  rest  upon  it ! 
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CALIFORNIA. 
Hev.  W.  C.  Stetcartf  Locks/ord. 

REVIVAL. 

Since  my  last,  the  Holy  Spirit  has  been 
poured  upon  our  congregation.  Petitions 
for  his  coming  were  answered  during 
the  week  of  prayer.  After  seeking  di- 
vine direction,  I  concluded  to  continue 
for  another  week,  with  regular  preaching 
services.  We  did  so,  and  then  were 
impressed  to  go  on  until  we  closed  last 
Sunday  an  eight  weeks'  revival  eifort, 
during  which  I  preached  sixty  times, 
having  but  four  sermons  from  other 
ministers.  We  still  continue  the  after- 
noon prayer-meetings.  A  number  of 
persons  will  unite  with  our  church 
and  others — I  cannot,  just  yet,  tell  how 
many.  The  number  will  not  be  as  great 
as  the  intensity  of  the  interest  manifested 
would  have  suggested.  There  were 
nightly  many  responses  to  our  calls  for 
inquirers,  and  the  congregations  kept  up 
remarkably  during  the  whole  of  the 
series  of  meetings,  albeit  the  weather 
was  inclement  most  of  the  time.  If  noth- 
ing mote  were  accomplished,  I  feel  that 
I  have  been  amply  repaid  for  my  poor 
labors  by  my  precious  experiences  of 
(Jod's  love,  and  the  renewal  of  his  work 
in  my  soul.  But  in  addition  to  this  I 
think, — nay,  I  know — I  have  received  a 
power  to  preach  the  Word  of  life  which 
I  never  before  had.  This  great  reward 
comforts  me,  in  the  wear  and  weariness 
consequent  upon  these  extra  labors,  in 
addition  to  the  precious  souls  converted. 


am  informed,  will  probably  i^dthdraw 
from  this  field,  after  settling  up  their  bu- 
siness matters.  Our  congregations  have 
comfortably  filled  our  little  audience 
room. 

A  number  of  both  sexes  are  trying 
earnestly  to  live  a  Christian  life,  and 
have  expressed  their  purpose  of  confess- 
ing Christ.  Our  prayer  is  that  there  may 
soon  be  added  to  our  number  from  them 
"  such  as  shall  be  saved.''  At  the  sacra- 
ment, yesterday,  our  heaits  went  out  in 
love  towards  the  brethren  of  the  Wells- 
ville  (N.  Y.)  church,  as  we  used  for  the 
first  time  the  communion  service  recently 
received  from  them. 

The  Episcopal  society,  whose  church 
building  we  have  been  renting  for  more 
than  a  year,  now  want  their  house.  Our 
condition  is  pressing  upon  us  the  ques- 
tion of  building,  this  season.  The  times 
are  hard,  and  nearly  all  feel  that  our 
faith  will  be  tried  to  the  utmost.  Said 
one  brother,  ^*  I  had  intended  to  build  a 
barn  this  season,  but  if  we  build  a 
church,  I  will  let  the  bam  go  for  another 
year." 


DAKOTA. 
Hev.  J.  Oakej/y  Elk  Point. 

CHURCH,    AND  NO   BARN. 

During  a  part  of  the  quarter,  two  of 
the  four  churches  (there  are  five  societies) 
at  this  place  have  been,  and  still  are 
dosed.  Regular  weekly  preaching  ser- 
vices are  now  held  only  by  the  Baptists, 
and  by  our  society.      The church,  I 


NEBRASKA. 
Bev.  H.  Oriffiths,  Ndigh, 

REAPING   IN  JOY. 

We  have  been  sowing  here  in  tears, 
and  now  are  reaping  with  joy.  Two 
years  ago  we  began  under  many  difi^- 
culties,  having  no  place  to  preach  in. 
Sometimes  we  held  our  services  and  Sab- 
bath-school in  the  grist-mill,  before  it 
was  finished ;  sometimes  in  an  unfinished 
store;  then  in  a  stable,  reminding  us 
of  the  birth-place  of  our  beloved  Master ; 
then  in  the  open  air ;  afterwards  in  a 
hired  room,  till  the  school-house  was 
completed.  Through  divine  help  we 
held  on,  and  last  March  organized  a 
church  of  seven  members ;  three  have 
since  been  added.  On  Feb.  6th  we  com- 
menced special  services,  which  have  re- 
sulted in  much  good.  More  than  twenty 
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baye  come  forward,  and  nearly  all  of  them 
profess  to  have  found  forgiveness  and 
reconciliation.  Some  of  them  are  heads 
of  families — husbands  and  wives.  Some 
are  teachers  in  our  common  schools,  and 
we  trust  will  take  the  influence  of  a 
Christian  life  into  their  schools. 

I  will  give  you  a  copy  of  a  note  writ- 
ten by  one  of  the  scholars,  about  fourteen 

years  of  age : 
**  Dear :  Do  you  think  it  would 

ba  foolbh  for  so  young  and  ignorant  a 
child  to  join  the  church  ?  *  I  am  almost 
determined  to  try  to  love  and  serve  God. 
I  think  that  I  can  g^ve  up  all  earthly 
pleasure  for  heaven.  Oh,  if  you  could 
only  influence  papa  to  come  to  Jesus^ 
feet,  then  I  could  come  without  hesita- 
tion. Will  you  not  ask  him  for  my  sake  ? 
I  ask  it  for  Jesus'  sake.*' 

This  one  has  given  herself  to  Jesus,  as 
has  also  a  married  sister.  A  few  will 
unite  with  the  Methodist  church,  and 
some  twelve  are  propounded  for  mem- 
bership with  us. 


KANSAS. 
Bet,  P.  M.  Griffin,  Parsons. 

DECIDED  GAINS. 

At  last  we  have  achieved  some  of  the 
results  for  which  we  have  been  giving  our 
labors,  prayers,  and  tears — not  for  the 
past  three  months  only,  but  for  the  past 
three  years. 

One  of  those  results  is  a  church  clear 
of  debt  and  holding  property  to  the  ap- 
praised value  of  nearly  $4,000.  It  is  the 
Lord^s  work,  and  he  has  performed  it 
because  he  has  a  mission  for  this  church 
to  fulfilL  The  hard  struggle  has  had  a 
good  moral  effect  upon  the  community, 
and  has  given  us  a  foothold  in  the  peo- 
ple's confidence,  that  otherwise  could 
hardly  have  been  obtained.  It  has  been 
a  triumph  of  faith  over  physical  "  im- 
possibilities," before  the  eyes  of  this 
whole  people. 

Another  result  of  first  importance  is  a 
revival  of  religion.  There  have  been 
several  hopeful  conversions,  and  many 
more  are  now  thinking  seriously.     The 


work  has  been  quiet,  but  of  growing 
power,  and  has  reached  our  influential 
leading  people.  We  hope  it  will  increase 
until  scores  are  brought  in.  The  Lord 
be  praised! 


liev,  J.  Scotford^  LouisvilU. 

WORK  OP  GRACE. 

Our  condition  and  prospects  led  me 
early  last  month  to  begin  a  scries  of 
week-day  evening  meetings.  I  then  ex- 
changed with  Rev.  T.  W.  Jones,  who 
stayed  over  a  week  and  preached  every 
evening.  Our  house  was  crowded,  and 
the  Word  took  effect.  The  result  thus 
far  is,  that  over  thirty  have  professed  to 
find  Christ — and  others  are  very  deeply 
serious. 

The  winter  was  very  favorable  for 
pastoral  visitation  in  the  country,  and  I 
gave  to  it  my  full  time  and  strength. 
These  visits  were  purely  religious,  always 
with  prayer.  During  our  special  meet- 
ings, Mr.  Jones  and  myself  drove  into 
the  country  to  make  pastoral  calls  on 
families  whose  young  people  had  arisen 
for  prayer.  Finding  these  were  at 
school,  we  followed;  stated  to  the 
teacher  our  object,  and  on  invitation  ad- 
dressed the  scholars,  and  prayed  with 
them.  Three  of  these,  q^d  four  from 
another  school  visited  the  same  day, 
have  openly  confessed  their  faith  in 
Christ  We  are  not  satisfied  with  our 
present  success,  and  propose  to  keep  at 
the  work  till  other  and  older  sinners  are 
brought  to  Christ. 


MINNESOTA. 

Itev.  G.  A.  Hood,  Fergua  Falls. 

WORK  AND  PAY. 

Four  new  points  occupied,  a  prospect 
of  two  new  churches,  and  sixty  or  more 
conversions  in  Otter  Jail  county ;  all  the 
direct  results  of  the  Holy  Spirit's  work 
through  the  A.  II.  M.  S.,  in  three  months, 
^  ought  to  encourage  the  Society  to  closely 
follow  up  tlie  work  here.  Supt.  Cobb 
has  sent  me  a  dear  brother,  lately  licensed, 
who  has  been  holding  meetings  since  the 
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latter  part  of  January.  Since  early  in 
Feb.,  he  has  been  helping  me.  We  have 
taken  two  long  trips  together.  In  Maine 
he  held  nightly  meetings  for  ten  days, 
and  has  formed  a  *'  religious  band  *'  with 
sixty -six  names,  mostly  new  conyerts,  to 
carry  on  the  work  till  a  church  can  be 
organized.  March  6th  or  7th,  he  will 
go  to  a  circuit  of  four  points,  from 
which  we  shall  send  an  application  to 
the  Society. 

At  the  funeral  of  a  lady  connected 
with  the  "  grange,"  in  Maine,  deep  seri- 
ousness prevailed.  At  the  next  grange 
meeting,  two  backsliders  proposed  to 
each  other  to  quit  wickedness  and  serve 
the  Lord.  They  gave  out  notice  of  a 
prayer-meeting,  which  was  held  the 
following  Sa1>bath  in  their  hall,  led 
by  their  chaplain  (a  good  Methodist 
brother),  and  the  revival  was  begun ;  I 
shall  try  to  preach  to  them  once  in  two 
weeks  till  you  can  send  them  a  man, 
though  it  is  twenty-three  miles,  over  a 
bad  road. 

At  another  funeral,  thirty-five  miles 
away,  so  much  feeling  was  manifest  that 
we  hope  for  many  converts  there.  This 
is  one  result  of  the  gifts,  this  winter,  of 
a  horse  and  harness  to  your  missionary. 


IOWA. 
Bev.  G.  G.  Borhins,  Ames, 

SELF-SUPPORTING. 

Within  the  year,  about  fifty  have  been 
added  to  the  church ;  the  Sabbath-school 
has  increased  in  about  the  same  ratio ;  a 
parsonage  has  been  built,  and  payment 
provided  for,  and  the  church  wiU  try  to 
be  self-supporting  hereafter.  So  here 
closes  for  the  present  my  relation  to 
the  Society,  as  one  of  its  missionaries, 
which  I  have  held  for  nearly  ten  years  in 
the  West.  In  behalf  of  the  church  and 
myself,  I  hereby  express  thanks  for  the 
aid  given.  I  can  assure  you,  it  has  been 
deserved,  as  well  as  appreciated.  Though 
the  relation  of  dependents  on  the  Society 
will  cease,  we  shall  not  forget  its  needs, 
and  the  grandly  important  work  it  repre- 
sents and  is  prosecuting ;  nor  can  I  for- 


get the  pleasant  relations  which  have 
existed  in  my  years  of  connection  with 
it.  Gk)d  bless  the  American  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society,  in  its  ofiUcers,  in  its 
work,  in  its  laborers  and  all  its  support- 
ers !  The  wise  and  the  considerate  care 
of  its  officers,  their  sympathy  with  all 
the  toils  and  privations  incidental  to  tlie 
work,  have  often  sustained,  relieved  and 
comforted  myself  and  family;  and  so 
many  others  can  testify. 

Those  "  helpers,"  who  aid  in  this  cause, 
by  forwarding  to  the  families  of  the 
missionaries,  articles  useful  to  them  in 
"  boxes,"  carrying  comfort  and  supplying 
needs,  which  generally  would  not  be 
otherwise  afforded,  deserve  grateful  men- 
tion, and  will  verily  "receive  their  re- 
ward." 


Bev,  A.  2>.    Kinzer,  Union. 

REVIVED. 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  a  glorious  re- 
vival; have  been  holding  meetings  for 
nearly  five  weeks.  Church-members  are 
gi-eatly  quickened,  and  many  others  are 
being  led  to  Jesus.  The  meeting  last  Sab- 
bath evening  was  the  largest  ever  known 
here,  and  was  full  of  power.  The  interest 
is  gaining  constantly,  and  the  whole  com- 
munity is  thinking  as  never  before.  The 
influence  of  our  meetings  is  felt  every- 
where— on  the  streets,  in  our  schools,  in 

places  of  business,  etc.  I  think  that  the 
membership  of  our  church  will  be 
doubled ;  if  so,  we  shall  cease  to  be  de- 
pendent upon  the  Home  Missionary  So- 
ciety.    I  am  hopefully  working  for  this. 


WISCONSIN. 
Bev.  A,  M,  Case,  Sharon. 

BUILDrNO  UP. 

Meetings  have  been  in  progress  in  our 
church  for  eight  weeks.  I  have  done  the 
ministerial  work,  except  four  sermons  by 
neighboring  ministers.  So  far,  we  have 
received  thirteen  to  membership,  and 
about  thirty  have  since  been  converted. 
Six  arose  for  prayers  last  evening,  and 
the  work  is  moving  on.  All  but  two  are 
adults.     Several  are  heads  of  families. 


1876. 


THE  HOME  MI88IONABT. 


13 


One  UiuTQraalist  lady,  75  years  old,  was 
conyerted  and  is  now  a  member. 

Many  of  oar  finest  young  people  have 
given  np  all  foolish  amusements,  that 
they  may  be  earnest,  active  Christians. 
We  hope  many  more  will  yet  be  reached. 
Our  Sabbath-school  is  at  least  three  times 
as  large  as  when  I  came  here  six  months 
ago,  and  the  house,  seating  325,  is  well 
filled. 


Ret,  Q.  L.  Ihwd,  Warren, 

BUBNT  OYER. 

One  difficulty  in  our  way  is,  that  this 
section  is  what  is  sometimes  called  **  a 
burnt  district'^  Spurious  religious  excite- 
ments, falsely  called  reyiyals,  have  seared 
the  consciences  and  feelings  of  many, 
bringing  true  religion  into  disrepute  and 
distrust,  which  can  only  be  set  aside  by 
a  real,  plenteous  refreshing  from  the 
presence  of  God  with  us.  He  can  '*  cause 
it  to  rain  on  the  earth  where  no  man  is ; 
in  the  wilderness  wherein  there  is  no 
man ;  to  satisfy  the  desolate  and  waste 
ground,  and  to  cause  the  bud  of  the 
tender  herb  to  spring  forth.''  And 
shall  not  he  much  more  water  and  work 
in  the  vineyard  which  he  liath  planted 
with  his  own  hand  ? 


Ite9,  L,  W.  Witislow,  Ptshtigo. 

BROUGHT  IN   AT    LAST. 

Last  week  the  wife  of  one  of  our  lead- 
ing men  died  very  suddenly.  I  was 
called  to  her  bedside  a  little  before  her 
death,  and  at  her  request  baptized  her. 
It  was  a  step  which  she  had  thought  of 
taking  for  some  time.  Her  husband  was 
weeping  by  her  side  and  she  begged  him 
there  to  begin  a  Christian  life  and  re- 
ceive baptism  with  her.  He  consented 
for  her  sake.  It  was  a  difficult  place  for 
roe,  for  he  has  been  far  from  l^eing  a 
Christian  man.  But  he  answered  my 
questions  as  to  his  belief  in  Clirist  and 
his  purpose  to  be  a  servant  of  God,  so 
earnestly,  that  there  was  no  course  for  me 
but  to  baptize  him.  It  was  a  solemn 
time,  and  the  sick  one,  after  it,  seemed 
to  rest  in  peace. 

Her  mother  and  a  sister  have  decided 


for  a  Christian  life,  and  arc  ready  to 
come  forward  at  any  time.  Tlie  mother 
of  the  husband — a  helper  in  all  external 
things — hopes  she  is  a  Christian  too,  and 
we  trust  ^vill  profess  her  faith  witli  her 
son. 


MICHIGAN. 
llcv.  J.  L.  Mailf,  Cheboygan, 

A  DISABLED  SOLDIER. 

With  sorrow  I  report  failing  health  to 
such  an  extent  that  I  must  give  up  all 
mental  work  for  a  time,  and  perhaps  per- 
manently. During  the  late  war  I  served 
in  the  U.  S.  army,  and  received  a  sun- 
stroke in  the  summer  of  1862,  another  in 
the  summer  of  1863,  and  a  third  in  the 
summer  of  1864.  The  last  occurred  at 
the  "  Battle  of  the  Wilderness,"  Virgmia, 
and  in  consequence  I  was  captured  by  the 
enemy  and  confined  in  the  military  pris- 
ons at  Lynchburgh,  Danville,  Anderson- 
ville,  Florence  and  Salisbuiy.  I  have 
suffered  much  from  congestion  of  tlie 
brain  and  nervous  derangements,  so  that 
during  the  past  twelve  years  I  have 
rarely  been  free  from  pain. 

Lately  I  have  suffered  so  much  that  I 
am  not  assured  of  much  longer  time  to 
live ;  and  have  resigned  my  work  for  two 
or  three  months,  informing  my  people 
that  it  is  probably  a  permanent  resignation 
and  relieving  them  of  my  support  from 
this  time.  I  know  not  what  the  Lord  has 
in  store  for  me  and  the  little  flock  which 
I  have  gathered,  organized,  and  led  to 
this  present  hour.     They  are  dear  to  me. 

May  God  care  for  them  !  I  have  not 
much  hope  of  being  restored  to  labor  ; 
but  the  Master  can  raise  up  another  work- 
er. God  has  been  and  is  so  good  to  me 
that  I  have  nothing  to  complain  of.  I 
feel  assured  of  your  sympathy  and  pray- 
ers. 


J.  O.  Frefbom,   Carson  City. 

OVER   A   HUNDRED  CONVERTS. 

We  have  been  holding  union  meetings 
here  for  the  last  six  weeks,  and  still  they 
go  on:  175  have  arisen  for  prayers,  and  over 
100  have  been  hopefully  converted,  and 
many  others  are  under  conviction.  Nearly 
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all  of  our  business  men  haye  been  reached. 
Our  daily  prayer-meeting  gathers  100,  and 
we  haye  seen  some  wonderful  answers  to 
prayer.  We  would  single  out  persons, 
get  their  consent  to  pray  for  them,  and 
almost  invariably  they  would  come  to  the 
meetings  and  ere  long  giye  their  hearts 


to  Christ.  Wicked  men  wou]4  laugh  at 
us  and  tell  us  it  was  all  excitement,  yet 
in  a  very  few  days  themselves  be  crying 
mightily  for  mercy.  Our  meetings  have 
been  characterized  by  the  absence  of  all 
undue  excitement,  and  have  drawn  in  the 
better  class  of  citizens. 


^Htt\Unton». 


HITHERTO,  AND  HENCEFORTH. 

Thus  far  -the  Lord  hath  led  us  on. 
For  fifty  years,  since  that  memorable  12th 
of  May,  1826,  of  which  the  Rev.  Dr. 
BouTON  tells  so  interesting  a  story  in 
the  opening  article  of  this  number,  the 
hand  of  God  has  upborne  and  his  love 
and  wisdom  have  guided  this  Society,  in 
manner  and  degree  as  marked  as  in  the 
history  of  any  organization  now  in 
being. 

In  coming  months,  the  steps  of  this 
Society's  progress,  the  results  of  its  work 
in  various  directions,  glimpses  into  the 
lives  and  labors  of  some  of  its  foremost 
missionaries,  will  be  recorded,  for  the 
honor  of  him  who  has  given  all  the  suc- 
cess, and  for  the  encouragement  of  those 
now  in  the  field,  and  those  whose  gifts 
and  prayers  sustain  them  there. 

On  this  page — to  which  our  friends  are 
wont  to  turn,  asking,  What  of  the  Treas- 
ury?— we  wish  now  simply  to  record 
our  grateful  recognition  of  the  Divine 
help  in  the  supply  of  pecuniary  resour- 
ces for  the  year  just  closed.  Thousands 
have  shared  our  painful  anxiety  lest  the 
"  hard  times  "  which  have  so  long  been 
cramping  the  industry  and  clouding  the 
hope  of  the  whole  country  should  very 
seriously  cripple  the  work  of  this  Society, 
by  decreasing  the  numbers  and  chilling 
the  hearts  of  the  missionaries.  The 
question  has  been  seriously  asked  by 
business  friends  of  the  Society,  and  as 
seriously  debated  in  its  counsels,  whether 
it  were  not  sheer  presumption  to  expect 
anything  like  the  rate  of  income,  and  to 


plan  for  anything  like  the  rate  of  outlay 
to  which  the  Society  had  attained. 

But  even  while  the  conductors  were 
debating  the  question,  often  has  our 
Divine  Father  answered  it.  While  wo 
were  calling,  he  has  heard.  And  when 
his  voice  was  clearly  saying,  "  Open  thy 
mouth  wide,  and  I  will  fill  it,"  we  could 
not  be  silent.  When  he  said,  **  Gk)  for- 
ward !''  how  could  we  stand  still  ?  So, 
month  by  month,  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee have  watched,  and  prayed,  and  plan- 
ned, and  trusted ;  and  month  by  month 
the  supplies  have  come,  until  t?ie  receipts 
of  the  fiftieth  year  sum  up  a  little  ater 
$310,000,  exceeding  hy  more  than  $1,100 
the  income  of  any  preceding  year  ! 

Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us. 
And  now  what  shall  we  render  unto 
him  for  his  benefits  towards  us  ?  We  can 
at  least  set  up  here  our  "  stone  of  help,'' 
as  a  memorial  and  an  incitement.  Our 
memories  of  the  past  shall  spur  our 
courage  for  the  future.  We  will  not 
forget  who  hath  said:  "He  that  be- 
lieveth  on  me  ...  .  greater  works 
than  these  shall  he  do,  because  I  go  unto 
my  Father."  There  he  sits  upon  the 
throne,  shaping  the  course  of  empire, 
moving  the  wheels  of  providence,  in  the 
interests  of  his  spiritual  kingdom.  There- 
fore they  who  work  with  him  work  pros- 
perously. In  his  name  and  strength, 
armed  with  his  Word — that  sword  of  the 
Spirit — with  renewed  consecration  and 
prayer,  let  all  the  friends  of  Home  Mis- 
sions come  with  us  into  the  second  half- 
century  of  our  work.      May    our  Gk)d 
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crown  it  with  yet  richer  tokens  of  his 
power;  and  to  his  name  shall  be  the 
glory. 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 

This  number  introduces  the  forty- 
ninth  volume  of  ITie  Home  Missionary. 
We  hope  it  will  be  on  improvement  on 
all  its  predecessors,  and  reach  many  more 
friends  of  the  one  work  to  which  its  pa- 
ges are  exclusively  devoted.  We  have 
always  construed  very  liberally  our  rules 
concerning  the  distribution  of  the  Mag- 
azine ;  many  years  of  experience  having 
tanght  us  that,  if  not  in  sixty-cent  sub- 
scriptions, yet  in  donations  to  the  treasu- 
ry, such  liberal  construction  is  most 
profitable. 

This  monthly  visitor  to  the  Lord's 
giving  people  is — in  the  hands  of  the 
pastors — ^the  Society *s  one  '*  collecting 
agent"  The  receipts  directly  traceable 
to  it,  each  year,  much  more  than  pay  its 
cost,  while  its  indirect  influence  in  the 
securing  of  legacies,  etc.,  can  only  be 
inferred  from  facts  frequently  coming  to 
our  knowledge.  Friends  of  Home  Mis- 
sions can  do  the  cause  no  l>etter  service 
than  by  enlarging  the  circulation  of  the 
monthly  among  intelligent  Christian  peo- 
ple who  toUl  read  it.  It  pays  to  supply 
readers  very  freely.  Yet  we  desire  not 
to  icasUi  a  single  copy. 

The  heavy  tax  imposed  on  the  Society 
by  the  new  postal  law  concerning  peri- 
odicals, led  to  a  thorough  revision  of  our 
mail  lists,  and  for  lack  of  definite  infor- 
mation, names  were  dropped  that  should 
have  been  retained.  It  is  believed  that 
that  postal  tax  will  soon  be  lightened. 

If  any  one  by  our  rules  entitled  to 
The  Home  Missionary,  and  desirous  to 
receive  it,  fails  to  do  so,  say  so  to  us  by 
a  postal  card,  and  it  shall  be  regularly 
mailed.  And  here  let  us  once  more  urge 
our  request  to  pastors,  post-masters,  and 
all  friends,  that  we  may  be  notified  of 
every  case  in  which  the  Magazine  fails  to 
reach  the  person  to  whom  it  is  directed. 
And  will  post-ofiSce  clerks  and  others 
please  bear  in  mind  that  returning  a  copy 


of  the  Magazine,  marked  "  discontin- 
ue," with  no  hQihlc  indication  of  the  Unon 
and  State  whence  it  cortws,  is  of  no  possi- 
ble use  to  us.  When  remitting  by  post- 
office  order,  let  it  be  drawn  on  Station 
D.,  New  York  City. 


DECEASE    OF    REV.    CHAUNCEY 

TAYLOR. 

BY  KKV.  WM.  H.  BURNARD. 

Rkv.  Chauncey  Taylor  was  bom  in 
Williamsburgh,  Vt,  and  was  a  graduate 
or  the  University  of  that  State.  He  pro- 
fessed religion  when  he  was  seventeen 
years  of  age.  He  never  went  to  a  theo- 
logical seminary,  but  studied  theology, 
as  he  said,  ^*  in  the  chimney  comer."  He 
commenced  his  ministry  in  Chittenden, 
Vt.,  organized  the  church  there,  built  a 
house  of  worship,  and  was  twice  installed 
pastor  of  the  church,  serving  them  about 
fourteen  years.  He  also  preached  in 
Alburgh  and  Winooski  village,  Vt., 
in  James  Island,  S.  C,  whither  he 
went  for  his  health,  and  in  Langdon,  N. 
H.,  from  which  place  he  moved  to  the 
West. 

He  came  to  Iowa,  in  March,  1856, 
somewhat  expecting  to  labor  in  Fort 
Dodge,  but  willing  to  go  to  any  field, 
however  undcsiral^le,  where  his  brethren 
thought  he  could  do  the  most  good. 
Crossing  the  Mississippi  on  the  ice,  and 
traveling  by  care  and  stages  as  far  as  they 
went,  he  continued  his  journey  on  foot, 
and  came  to  Algona  just  as  the  first  set- 
tlers were  laying  out  tlie  town.  The  next 
Sabbath  he  preached,  and  said  it  "seemed 
to  him  like  baptizing  the  town  in  its  in- 
fancy." As  soon  as  he  decided  to  re- 
main in  Algona  he  sent  for  his  family. 
It  was  his  hoi)e  that  they  should  all  re- 
main near  together.  But  tlioir  fond 
anticipations  were  soon  disappointed. 
Mrs.  Taylor  was  taken  sick  in  August, 
and  after  lingering  till  Oct.  12th,  1857, 
she  fell  asleej)  in  Jesus.  It  pathetically 
unveils  the  isolation  of  that  early  day, 
and  the  trials  of  Home  Missionaries  on 
the  frontier,  to  know  that  no  acceptable 
person  could  be  had  to  officiate  at  the 
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f aneral,  and  that  the  bereaved  husband 
read  the  Scriptures  and  offered  prayer, 
and  he  and  his  daughter  sung  a  hymn. 

He  organized  the  Congregational 
church  in  Algona,  August  16th,  1868, 
with  five  members,  including  himself, 
and  was  its  pastor  for  sixteen  years.  It 
is  now  a  self-supporting  church,  of  nearly 
a  hundred  members,  with  a  fine  prospect 
of  growth  and  usefulness.  He  has 
preached  in  all  parts  of  the  county  and 
beyond,  in  school-houses,  log-cabins, 
dug-outs,  wherever  a  few  people  could 
be  got  together.  He  has  taught  singing- 
school,  served  as  county  superintendent 
of  schools,  has  been  county  judge,  and, 
in  short,  has  been  identified  with  nearly 
all  the  important  movements  which  have 
been  made  in  the  county  from  the  begin- 
ning. His  activity  did  not  cease  with 
the  approach  of  old  age  and  infirmity.  He 
continued  to  take  long  rides  over  the 
prairies,  to  fill  his  appointments,  until 
his  failing  strength  warned  him  to  de- 
sist. During  an  interesting  series  of 
meetings  held  in  this  village  in  the  last 
winter,  he  was  present  night  after  night, 
assisting  by  his  earnest  prayers  and 
timely  remarks. 

"Father  Taylor "  has  been  called  the 
"patriarch  of  the  prairie."  He  was  a 
genial,  mild,  humble  man,  with  a  quiet 
energy,  great  firmness  of  purpose,  orderly, 
methodical  habits,  dear  thought,  good 
scholarship,  and  an  irrepressible  vein  of 
humor,  that  gave  a  pleasant  savor  to  all 
he  said.  With  his  silver  locks,  benevo- 
lent, pure,  and  gentle  manners,  he  was  a 
beautiful  specimen  of  the  ripe  Christian. 
His  pioneer  work  had  not  roughened 
him  in  the  least,  or  interrupted  his  stu- 
dious habits. 

On  his  death-bed  he  was  amply  sup- 
ported by  the  Savior's  presence  and  the 
hope  of  heavenly  rest.  He  had  no  rap- 
tures, but  the  calmest,  sweetest  trust, 
perfect  resignation  to  God's  will,  patience 
in  suffering,  and  an  imclouded  assurance 
that  he  was  accepted  of  God.  He  said, 
"I  expect  to  be  saved.  I  will  qualify 
this  a  little.  I  do  not  em^ect  to  be  saved, 
I  am  MiMd !  !    1  have  no  ecstasy,  but  I 


am  very  happy.  I  am  afraid  I  am  too 
happy ;  I  am  afraid  I  do  not  feel  my 
sins  enough."  Even  the  directions  he 
gave  for  his  funeral  were  expressive  of 
his  faith.  "  Do  not  lay  me  out  in  black," 
he  said,  "  but  lay  me  out  in  white.  I 
expect  to  join  the  company  who  are  ar- 
rayed in  white  robes.  I  expect  to  be 
clothed  in  the  robes  of  a  Savior's  right- 


^^ 


eousness. 

Speaking  of  his  labors,  he  said  he  had 
never  sought  great  things  for  himself, 
but  had  been  contented  with  hard  work 
and  small  pay.  His  friends  had  often 
remonstrated  with  him  for  taking  such 
hard,  obscure  fields  of  labor,  but  he  had 
followed  the  line  of  duty,  and  had  been 
very  happy  in  his  work.  He  had  no  re- 
grets, he  did  not  enter  the  ministry  to 
make  money,  or  to  find  ease,  but  to  do 
good,  and  God  had  blessed  hiuL  The 
last  words  he  spoke  clearly  were  these  : 
"  I  am  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord."  He 
died,  Feb.  29th,  1876,  aged  seventy-one 
years.  A  large  concourse  of  people  from 
all  parts  of  the  county  attended  his  fu- 
neral His  companion,  who,  for  fifteen 
years  had  shared  his  toils,  in  feeble 
health,  waits  for  the  summons  to  follow 
him.  He  leaves  also  a  daughter  and 
sister,  who,  with  their  families  i*eside  in 

this  village. 
Aloona,  Iowa. 


DOES  IT  PAY  ? 

This  question  is  often  asked  in  con- 
nection with  the  large  expenditures  of 
missionary  money.  We  wish  no  better 
answer  than  representative  facts  from  the 
field,  of  which  the  following  is  one,  from  a 
Home  Missionary  Superintendent  in  the 
North-west  : 

Sept.  1,  1874 — a  little  less  than  nine- 
teen months  since — Rev.  Mr.  R.  com- 
menced work  at  C.  and  D.  He  found  a 
church  of  twenty-two  resident  members 
ate,  discouraged  and  almost  ready  to 
give  up.  The  interests  of  religion  were 
in  a  very  low  state,  and  every  form  of 
wickedness  prevailed.  In  one  of  his  re- 
ports the  missionary  says,  "I  never  lived 
in  a  town  where  there  was  so  much 
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drankenness  and  open  desecration  of  the 
Sabbath."  The  churches  at  C.  and  D. 
did  their  utmost  to  raise  enough,  so  that 
with  $300  from  the  A.  H.  M.  Society,the 
missioiiary  could  live.  In  the  year  and 
a  half  now  passed ,  there  have  been  what 
might  be  called  three  reviyals.  The  first 
began  in  a  few  weeks  after  the  missionary 
came,  and  continues  yet.  At  C,  fifty 
hare  been  added  to  the  church,  nearly 
all  on  profession  of  faith.  So  absorbing 
iras  the  work  at  C,  for  some  months, 
that  the  work  in  D.  had  to  take  care  of 
itadf .  The  last  winter,  D.  has  had  its 
torn.  A  thorough  work  of  grace  in  the 
church  has  added  at  least  one-third  to  its 
former  strength.  While  D.  was  thus  re- 
joicing in  souLs  saved,  the  missionary 
entered  upon  an  imperatiyely  demanded 
Temperance  reform.  At  C. ,  lectures  have 
been  delivered,  semi-weeklyTemperance 
meetings  have  been  held,  and  not  less 
than  275  men,  women  and  children  have 
ngned  the  pledge.  The  change  in  both 
places,  especially  at  C,  is  wonderfuL 

When  the  first  year  expired  no  question 
arose  about  keeping  the  missionary,  but 
how  much  shall  we  pay  toward  his 
salary  ?  We  reminded  them  of  the  rich 
blessing  of  God  on  them,  and  urged  as 
a  thank-offering  that  they  rise  to  self- 
support.  But  for  large  losses  by  emi- 
gi'ation,  they  would  have  come  to  it 
easily,  and  at  once.  The  missionary 
threw  himself  in  the  gap  ;  came  out  with 
a  rousing  home  missionary  sermon,  and 
the  scale  was  turned.  They  pledged 
their  minister  (now  no  longer  a  mission- 
ary), $875,  sent  their  thanks  to  the 
"fostering  mother,"  that  for  nineteen 
years  had  aided  them,  and  went  on  the 
list  of  self-supporting  churches.  Thus, 
in  one  year  and  a  half,  the  membership 
of  those  two  churches  is  nearly  doubled, 
in  spite  of  emigration;  from  sixty  to 
seventy-five  souls  have  been  converted  ; 
several  drunkards  are  reclaimed  ;  many 
more,  it  is  hoped,  have  been  saved  from 
ever  becoming  drunkards.  And  with 
all  the  rest,  $800  have  been  saved  to 
Home  Missions. 
-    T>oe8  it  pay,   thus  to  spend  money? 


Does  it  pay  to  throw  the  whole  soul  into 
the  work,  to  save  men — not  only  from 
drunkenness,  but  from  eternal  death  ? 


»» 


JUBILEE   HYMN. 

1826.— A  H.  M.  S.— 1870. 

By  Mibs  Annie  Lenthal  Smith. 

As  some  sweet  carillon  sends  forth, 

From  belfry  lone  and  high, 
A  strain  of  melody,  to  thrill 

The  midnight  passer-by ; 
So  floated  through  dim  forest  boughs, 

And  Ashley^s  waters  o'er. 
The  first  Home  Missionary  hynm 

On  Carolina's  shore. 

'*  New  England's  Offering  to  the  Lord — 

A  little  company  * 
Had  thither  come,  in  fragile  bark 

Braving  the  stormy  sea. 
One  hundred  eighty  years  have  flown, 

Since  they,  with  reverence,  made 
The  precious  sacramental  feast. 

Beneath  an  oak-tree's  shade. 

And  with  the  rolling  years  have  come 

New  offerings  to  the  Lord ; 
Thousands  of  consecrated  lives 

Have  testified  for  God  ! 
Their  deeds  shall  glow,  'neath  Truth's  clear 
light, 

With  beauty  unconcealed. 
As  vines  that    grace    the   South-Dome's 
height. 

In  sunset  are  revealed. 

Whilst  a  f  united  host  moves  on, 

An  army  tried  and  strong, 
The  trumpet  of  their  jubilee 

Joins  the  immortal  song : 
To  all  that  dwell  within  the  land 

Proclaim  ye  Liberty ! 
And  let  the  coming  myriads  learn 

Immanuel  makes  them  free ! 

Ah,  by  this  noble  heritage 

Our  fathers  nobly  trod, 
And  by  their  lives  lived  royally. 

As  Kings  and  Priests,  to  God ; 
And  by  the  blood  heroic  souls 

So  lavishly  have  given. 
Rest  not,  until  our  land  reflects 

The  radiancy  of  heaven ! 

*  Rev.  Mr.  Lord,  and  eight  others,  from 
Dorchester,  Mass.,  Dec.  1695. 

f  A.  H.  M.  S.  formed,  '*  in  Idea,"  Jan., 
1825 ;  by  Constitution,  May  12,  1879. 
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Oh,  faith  beholds  a  vision  fair, 

A  splendor  drawing  nigh, 
Where  Minnesota's  crystal  lakes, 

Reflect  the  azure  skj  ; 
Where  Colorado's  pine-clad  heights 

Their  untold  riches  hide ; 
And  where  Nebraska's  many  streams 

Of  living  waters  glide. 

Splendor  to  gild  each  snowy  mount 
Which  guards  the  "  Golden  Shore," 

A  glory  that  exceeds  the  snn^ 
And  deepens  evermore. 


God  grant  thin  faith  be  lost  in  sight, 
Through  his  victorious  Word, 

And  Calif  omia  become 

"  The  Garden  of  the  Lord  !  " 

And  deeds  of  violence  no  more 

Disturb  the  peaceful  night, 
Where  Arizona's  brilliant  moon 

Illumes  each  granite  height ! 
Oh,  Christ !  who  wearest  many  crowns, 

Reign  Thou  from  sea  to  sea  ; 
Till  North  and  South,  and  East,  and  West, 

Swell  the  grand  symphony ! 
Stoninoton.  Conn, 


^nt    (S)0-0^tv}nUvt    ^$(ittu$. 


American  Congregational  Union. 

Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  D.D.,  Sec,  69  Bible 

House,  New  York. 
Rev.  Christopher  Gushing,  D.D.,  Sec, 

20  Congregational  House,  Boston. 
N.  A-  Calkins,  Trcas.,  69  Bible  House, 

New  York. 

Churches  Completed. — As  one  after 
another  of  the  churches  aided  in  erecting 
their  houses  of  worship  is  permitted  to 
enter  its  new  sanctuary,  we  receive  from 
them  letters,  of  which  the  following  may 
be  taken  as  a  specimen : 

"Yours,  containing  inclosure  of  the 
balance  of  the  grant  of  $500  made  by 
the   Congregational    Union,  to  the  first 

Congregational  Church  of  W ,  came 

to  hand  safely.  And  now  that  the  whole 
is  paid,  on  behalf  of  the  church  and  on 
ray  own  behalf,  I  desire  to  present  most 
sincere  thanks  to  the  Trustees  of  the 
Union ;  and  I  can  assure  them,  that  they 
have  aided  us  in  establishing  what  I 
believe  will  be  in  a  few  years  a  strong 
church,  and  a  blessing  to  generations  yet 
to  come." 

Who  can  estimate  the  amount  of  good 
which  such  a  church,  planted  perman- 
ently to  set  off  on  its  career  of  Christian 
work,  free  from  debt,  is  nearly  certain  to 
accomplish  in  the  next  fifty  or  a  hundred 
years?  How  many  Christian  farmers, 
mechanics,  artisans,  physicians,  lawyers, 
xmnisteTS — how  many  Christian  wives, 


mothers,  writers,  educators  and  women 
of  eminent  piety  and  gifts,  it  may  train 
and  send  out  to  bless  the  world,  within 
even  so  short  a  period  I  If  one  could 
have  brought  distinctly  before  his  mind 
the  entire  results  of  the  infiuence  of  one 
such  church  on  the  well-being  of  our 
coimtry,  of  the  Church  of  Christ  at  large, 
and  of  the  human  race,  it  could  not  but 
seem  to  have  been  one  of  the  noblest  acts 
of  Christian  philanthropy  to  build  it. 
But  every  year  the  Congregational  Union 
is  instrumental  in  establishing  a  long  list 
of  such  churches  on  sure  foundations, 
from  each  of  which  such  beneficent  in- 
fluences are  in  all  probability  to  flow  for 
centuries!  In  what  way  can  Christian 
gifts  accomplish  greater  good  ? 

Progress  of  our  work. — By  the  time 
the  present  number  of  TJie  nome  Mission- 
ary shall  have  come  into  the  hands  of 
its  readers,  the  working  year  of  the 
Congregational  Union  will  have  nearly 
reached  its  close.  In  common  with 
other  benevolent  organizations,  it  has 
very  seriously  felt  the  prevailing  finan- 
cial straitness,  still  it  has  held  steadily 
on,  and  will  be  seen  to  have  accomplished 
a  good  work.  It  is  not,  indeed,  alto- 
gether pleasant  to  refiect  how  much  more 
might  have  been  done  with  ample  means 
at  our  command.  That  it  has  been  found 
necessary,  to  some  extent,  to  discourage 
applications;    and  that  some  churches 
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hare  been  compelled  to  wait  when  their 
edifices  were  finished  and  they  were 
ready  to  draw  on  the  treasurer,  is  very 
much  to  be  regretted.  Still,  having  done 
all  that  seemed  to  be  justifiable  in  the 
way  of  securing  contributions,  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Union  feel  that  the  responsi- 
bility for  these  things  does  not  rest  with 
theoL  They  have  done  what  they  could, 
are  thankful  that  they  have  been  able  to 
do  80  much,  and  still  look  forward  hope-^ 
folly  to  the  future.  They  earnestly  ap- 
peal to  those  churches  which  have  not 
forwarded  any  thing  to  the  treasury,  es- 
pecially to  those  that  have  been  enjoying 
precious  seasons  of  revival,  for  such 
generous  gifts  as  will  enable  them  to  re- 
spond to  the  drafts  of  churches  now 
waiting,  at  painful  inconvenience,  for 
their  grants.  Will  not  the  pastors  of 
soch  churches  promptly  give. them  an 
opportunity  to  contribute? 


American    College  and   Education 
Society. 

Rev.  L  N.  Tabbox,  D.  D.,  Sec.  32  Cong. 
House,  Boston. 

Rev.  H.  Q.  BuTTKRFiELD,  D.D.,  Sec.  62 
Bible  House,  New  York. 

Money  may  be  sent  either  to  James  M. 
Gordon,  Treas.,  32  Cong.  House,  Bos- 
ton, or  to  Rev.  H.  Q.  Butterfield, 
Assist.  Treas.,  62  Bible  House,  New 
York. 

"But  the  younger  college  has  since 
been  far  more  active  in  founding  and 
officering  new  colleges;  a  work,  be  it 
said  of,  doubtful  expediency.''  Scribner, 
f<fr  April,  ISie;  Article,  "  Vols  College^ 

In  this  matter  Yale  has  certainly  done 
more  than  Harvard  ;  more  than  any  other 
college.  Western  Reserve  College  is  her 
child  and  has  been  called  "  the  Yale  of  the 
West"  Within  Yale's  waUs  was  formed 
that  noble  "  band "  which  planted 
Illinois  College,  and  of  which  Dr.  Bacon 
once  said  that  it  had  (as  being  the  first 
link  in  a  strong  chain  of  causes)  "  saved 
the  West"  One  of  this  **  band,"  Theron 
Baldwin,  planned  this  (College)  Society ; 
and  Leonard  Bacon  and  the  two  Beech- 


ers,  Lyman  and  Edward,  helped  give  it 
form  and  force ;  all  Yale  men.  What 
Theron  Baldwin  did  as  Secretary  of  this 
Society;  what  a  power  he  was  in  shaping 
western  colleges ;  is  it  not  all  written  in 
the  volume  of  his  twenty-six  Annual 
Reports,  which  Yale  is  soon  to  send  to 
the  Centennial 

Then  the  *'  officering  "  she  has  done  : 
Our  seventeen  colleges  have  had  thirty 
presidents,  of  whom  Yale  has  furnished 
eight ;  while  almost  all  of  the  seventeen 
have  been  graced  by  her  sons  as  profes- 
sors. 

But  this  is  **  a  work  of  doubtful  ex- 
pediency ;  "  so  thinks  the  writer  quoted. 
Let  us  hear  from  one  who  had  grown  gray 
in  the  work  of  education  before  this 
writer  took  his  degree.  Rev.  S.  S.  Cut- 
ting, D.  D.,  speaks  thus  of  this  Society 
and  its  "  work  "  : 

**  It  has  quietly,  under  many  dis- 
couragements, but  with  great  efficiency, 
performed  a  wonderful  work — to  be  as 
immortal  as  the  human  mind.  Com- 
mencing with  aid  to  four  colleges  and 
one  theological  seminary,  all  in  great 
straits,  and  some  in  desperation,  it  has 
seen  all  these  advanced  to  competence  ; 
it  has  taken  others  upon  its  bounty  which  ♦ 
have  risen  to  independence  of  its  aid  ;  it 
has  others  now  upon  its  hands  advancing 
to  independence ;  and  itself  among  the 
Icadincr  means  which  have  made  the  local 
Congregationalism  of  New  England 
westeni,  it  proposes  to  make  it  national 
by  planting  a  New  England  college  in 
any  State  of  the  Union  where  its  ser- 
vices in  education  are  required.  .  .  . 
Its  plans  admit  neither  waste  nor  failure. 
It  takes  up  no  doubtful  institution.  It 
leaves  none  half  able  to  take  care  of  it- 
self. Its  co-operation  is  pledge  of  char- 
acter and  success Tho 

great  charity  has  been  so  administered  as 
to  stimulate  western  zeal,  and  the  West 
has  established  its  own  colleges  by  this 
stimulus.  The  grand  result  is  that  to- 
day Christian  education  in  the  West  has 
its  strong  seats  in  the  colleges  which  this 
Society  has  nurtured.  There  they  stand, 
and  there  they  will  stcuid  forever, — seata 
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of  Christian  learning,  fastened,  so  far  as 
human  foresight  can  penetrate,  to  an 
evangelical  faith,  by  the  prayers  and  con- 
secration from  which  they  have  pro- 
ceeded. The  tone  of  public  institutions 
may  rise  or  fall  with  the  average  public 
sentiment,  it  may  be  devout  or  skeptical 
with  changes  of  teachers  and  of  times, — 
but  these  colleges  will  stand,  the  sources 
of  the  lofty  inspiration  of  Christian 
training,  and  the  sources  of  a  Christian 
literature,  till  he  shall  come  again  to 


whom  they  belong.  The  letter  of  Lyman 
Beecher,  which  narrates  the  circum- 
stances of  the  birth  of  the  Society,  is 
grander  than  an  epic.  It  glows  with  a 
prophetic  rapture,  and  when  the  old 
man's  sun  went  down,  the  western  sky 
was  already  crimsoned  with  the  glories 
which  he  had  anticipated.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  find  a  great  work  more  thor- 
oughly bom  of  prayer  and  faith,  or  one 
to  which  the  rewards  more  certainly  and 
more  rapidly  came." 


§^)r)i0intm«nt$  in  Paneb,  1876. 


Not  in  commUtion  lant  year, 

Tlcv.  Emannel  Jos^,  Han-ard  and  Sntton,  Neb. 
Rev.  Charles    0.  Brood,  Princeton,  Baldwin,  Blue 

Mound  and  vicinity,  Minn. 
Rev.  Charlen  G.  Harrah.  Monroe  and  Otley,  Iowa. 
Rev.  A.  A.  Overton,  MuKCoda,  Wis. 
Rev.  Pearro  Pinch,  Seymour  and  Angelica,  Win. 
Rev.  John  E.  Wheeler,  Elloardville,  Mo. 
Rev.  Anaolm  B.  Brown,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 
Rev.  Horace  M.  Burr,  Franklin  and  Brockenridge, 

Ind. 

Be-commUiton&i. 

Rev.  John  F.  Damon,  Port  Madison  and  Port  Qamble, 

\^ash  7er 
Rev.  William  H.  Cross,  Hollister.  Cal. 
Rev.  Edward  B.  Tuthill,  Martines.  CaL 
Rev.  John  T.  Wills,  Haywards,  Cal. 
Rev.  Ledyard  E.  Benton,   Pebble,  Glenooe,  Maple 

Creek  and  Jalappa,  Neb. 
Rev.  Samuel  C.  Dean,  Steele  City  and  vicinity,  Neb. 
Rev.  John  A.  Jones,  RlcluirdKoti  Co. .  Ervings,  Wick- 
ham  and  Halls,  Neb. 
Rev.  Meritt  F.  Piatt,  Hastings,  North  Hastings,  and 

Juniata,  Neb. 
Rev.  Alanson  Bixby,  Oswego,  Kan. 
Rev.  William  P.  Esler,  Arvonia,  Kan. 
Rov.    Robert    Fumeas,    White    City,    Skiddy    and 

Walker^s  school-house,  Kan. 
Rev.  Edward  A.  Mirick,  Altoona  and  Neodcsha,  Kan. 
Rev.   Albert  M.  Richardson,  LaviTence  and  Grant, 

Kan. 
Rev.    Wheeler  M.  Wellman,   Smith  Center,    Cora, 

Cedarville  and  Oaylord,  Kan. 


Rev.  Charles  Hancock,  Strawberry  Point,  Bdgewood 

and  Parkei^s  School-house,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Samuel  Jones,  Gomer,  Iowa. 
Rev.   John  R.  Upton,  Spirit   Lake,  Lakeville  and 

Milford.  Iowa. 
Rev.  Ashcr  W.  Curtis,  East  Troy,  Lafayette  and  West 

Troy,  Wis. 
Rev.  Sidney  B.  D«maffe8t,  Rio  and  Wyocena,  Wit. 
Rev.   Franklin  M.    Hpraguo,   Leon,    Portland   and 

Decoursey  Valley,  WU. 
Rev.  John  V.  Hickmott,  Grand  Haven  and  Ferryf- 

burgh,  Mich. 
Rev.  Joseph  D.  Millard,  Pleasanton  and  Bear  Lake, 

Mich. 
Rev.  Norman  L.  Otis,  Ithaca,  Mich. 
Rev.  Porter  B.  Parrey,  Throe  Oaks  and  vicinity, 

Mich. 
Rov.  Jessie  A.  S.  Wordcn,  Morgan  Station  and  Alley- 
ton,  Mich. 
Rev.  Israel  Carleton,  Meadville  and  Stokos  Mound, 

Mo. 

Rov.  Henry  H.  Dodd,  Fiery  Pork,  Wet  GIrkc,  Ander- 
son Hollow  and  Mill  Creek,  Mo. 

Rev.  James  M.  Van  Wagner,  Sedalla,  Mo. 

Rev.  Austin  N.  McConoughey,  Metamora,  111. 

Rev.  Jsmos  W.  West,  Cre^^cent  and  out-Htation,  111. 

Rov.  John  McKean,  Ceredo,  West  Va. 

Rov.  Charles  W.  Burt,  Mott's  Comers,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  John  A.  Farrar,  West  Carthage.  N.  Y, 

Rev.  William  E.  Lincoln,  Sinclearvillci,  N.  Y. 

Rov.  licwis  T.  Mason,  Ellington,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Samuel  E.  Portor,  AshviUe  and  Bellman  school- 
house,  N.  Y. 


ttn^H    itt    Pttttflt,    1876. 


The  foUowing  statement  inclndos  the  amounts 
paid  directly  into  the  Treasury,  together  with  those 
reported  by  Auxiliaries,  as  expended  in  their  fields 
dnrlng  the  last  Missionary  year. 

The  sums  expended  by  Auxiliaries  within  their 
bounds  ara  marked  (*). 
3CAINB— 

If  aloe  MlMionaiy  Society,      ^-  *$16,871  48 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE— ^.-SST-^.  ' 

New  Hiimpshiro  Missionary  Society,       *11,83S  41 
Center  Harbor,  Legacy  of  Miss  Betf7  Nor- 

ris,  by  D.  Norris,  Ex.,  100  00 

Webster,  On  account  of  Legscy  of  Betsey 

Gerrish,  by  J.  L.  Qorrlsh,  Ex.,  to  const. 

Elisabeth  G.  Wilson,  Mary  T.  Wood  and 

Sarah  fi.  GerrUh  L.  Ms.,  4S7  40 


1876. 
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TBOiOlIT,— #78.98. 
Tennoiit  Dom.  IfiasUmarj  Society, 
JohsiOB,  Mn.  ^.  L.  HolmeK, 
Ocvdl,  bjrS.  U.  BMOom, 
Satholaiid  Falls,  lu  Chatterton, 
Bvantoo,  Mn.  BUsa  Bfeone, 


*$H661  86 
16  60 
96  78 

S4  00 
600 


XABSACHnSBTTS— #6,667.06. 
Xmh  Horns  Miwrfonary  Sodoty.  *$H605  64 

Mam.  HooM  Mi«.  Society,  by  C.  Demond, 

TtcM.,  4,000  00 

dintoa,  Nath.  Flaber,  Jr.,  6  00 

FlofVBoe,  Ura.  Sarah  T.  Williston,  900  00 

BavtrfaHl,  O.  H.  Harriman,  8  00 

LOceTille,    $19.60;     Sabbath-nohool,    for 

Babbath-whool  work,  $19.75,  by  J.  W. 

BulUSapt.,  89  95 

lAwreooe,  Sabbath-school  of  Bliot,  by  A. 

N.  Burbank,  90  00 

Flymoath,  Ch.  of  the  Pilgrimage,  by  T. 

Gordon,  49  78 

Shflffldd,  First,  by  T.  O.  Wickwix«,  5  00 

Spffingfield,  '*▲  Thank  offeriDg,"*  1,000  00 

Sattoo,  by  a  B.  King,  18  60 

Wsrren,  by  8.    P.  Bobbins,  to  const.  J. 

Moody,  a  H.  HcUyar   and  B.  P.  Bes- 

tidE  L.  Ms.,  109  90 

Ssbbath-sehool,  to  const.  Deacon   B.  A. 

Tripp,  Snpt.,  a  L.  M.,  88  79 

WilUamstown,  Williams   College   Chapel, 

by  Preset.  P.  ▲.  Chadbonme,  41  81 

Woroerter,  Union,  by  P.  L.  Moen,  157  48 

SHODE  ISLAND— $146.68. 
Bhods  liOand  Home  Miss.   Society,        •$8,188  60 
Little  Oompton,  A.  H.  B.,  to  const.  Ber. 

W.  D.  Hart  a  L.  M.,  80  00 

ProTidenoe,  Beneficent,  by  J.  W.  Taft,  96  68 

B.  T.,  90  00 

CONNBCTICTJT— $11,719.96. 
Ooonecticnt  Home  Miadonary  Society,    *14,787  78 
Bethlehem,  A  Friend,  10  00 
Bristol,  Mrs.  a  Taylor,  10  00 
Cheshire,  by  A.  a  Baldwin,  41  30 
Best  Windsor,  Legacy  of  Mrs.  M.  B.  Pot- 
wine,  by  0.  BarUctt,  Ex.,  100  00 
Griswold,  First,  by  A.  H.  March,  68  10 
Onllford,  Third,  by  Rev.  A.  G.  HuU,  87  19 
Mrs.  Lacy  B.  Tattle^  120  00 
Hartfon),  On  acooant  of  Legacy  of  L.  0. 
IveM,  by  N.  Shipmsn,  Adm.,                     8,091  84 
On  aoooant  of  Legacy  of  Msrinos  Lord, 
by  C.  E.  Grosfi,  Adm.,                                 2,600  00 
Lisbon,  by  Z.  Lovett,  10  00 
Middletown,  M.  B.,  to  const  herself  a  L  M.,  80  00 
Miliord,  First,  by  B.  B.   Piatt,   to  conat. 

Bev.  J.  A.  Biddle  a  L.  D.,  267  41 

New  Haven,  Dwight  Place,  by  A.  D.  Judd,  186  40 

Thini,  by  F.  T.  Jarman,  11  76 

W.  C.  S.,  3  00 

New  Preston,  First,  by  Bev.  H.  Upson, 

freight,  6  85 
Old  Saybrook,  Ladies,  by  Mrs.  G.  A.  Bush- 

nell,  freight,  5  60 
Rainfield,  On  accoant  of  Legacy  of  Mrs. 
L.  B.  Parkman.  by  Mary  T.  Reed  and 

Lacy  M.  PrenUoe,  Ex's.,  200  00 

Sharon,  Mrs.  Ann  M.  E.  Cowles,  $10  00 
Weston,  Legacy  of  Mr?.  A.  Noyc?,   by  S. 

a  Rowland,  Ex.,  40  00 

Winchester,  by  O.  A.  Bronson,  22  72 
Windsor    Locks,    Ladies'   Miss.   Soc.,  by 

Miss  Edith  Allen,  freight,  2  00 

KEW  YORK— $8,198.49. 

Received     by    Rev.    Dr.  Hoi  brook  : 

GloverFville,   of  which  $60    each, 
from  U.  M-   Place,  I.  V.  Place  and 

A,  Jadson,  $290.00 

Syracasc,  nyraonth,  87.5(i 

'  257  60 

Albany,  W,B.,  300  00 

Aqoebogue,  by  Rev.  T.  N.  Benedict,  addl., 

infuU  to  const.  D.  W.Hallock  and    O. 

W.  Yoang,  UMs.,  «0  00 

Berkshire,  First,  by   S.  L.  Ball,  28  20 


Brooklyn,  Poritan,  by  W.  F.  Grant,  83  €6 

Rev.  W.  H.  Whittemore,  10  00 

Plymouth  Ch.,  by  S.V.  White,  Treas.,  to 
const.  H.  J.  Carley,  H.  Camp,  B.  G.Car- 
penter,  G  Crane,  8.  V.  White,  Dr.  H. 
B.  White,  J.  Tilney,  C  T.  Christensen, 
H.  M.  Oleaveland,  I.  Signer,  R.  R. 
Raymond,  Dr.  J.  T.  Concklin,  Augus- 
tus Storrs,  M.  W.  Robinson,  Wm.  W.  J. 
Warren,  M.  K.  Moody<  Hon  C.  L.  Ben- 
edict, R.  W.  Ropes,  S.  B.  Dunrea,  Wm. 
H.  Gibson,  A.  Healy,  A.  T.  Skerry,  J. 
H.  Lloyd,  G.  H.  Day,  H.  L.  Pratt,  B.  0. 
Davidson,  B.  H.  Gsrbutt,  J.  Arbuckle, 
I.  M.  Avery,  M.  S.  Beach,  8.  B.  Belch- 
er, D.  C.  Bigelow,  Z.  Case,  C.  O.  Mc- 
Cord,  H.  B.  Claflin.  Hon.  J.  Winslow, 
R.  H.  McDonald,  Wm.  0.  Beecher,    B. 

F.  Blair,  Wm.  B.  Boorum,  8.  R.  Har- 
low, 2.  O.  Bowcn,  M.  Bridgeman,  Dr. 
B.  M.  Briggs,  G.  W.  Brush,  W.  &  Cald- 
well, T.  M.  Spellman,  Dr.  B.    Beecher, 

A.  a  Davenport  LMs.,  1,478  09 

Candor,  by  J.  B.  Hart,  of  which  from 
Sabbath-school,  in  full  to  const.  MrsE. 

G.  Hendenon  and  Mrs.  O.  &  Wood- 
ford LMs.,  60  26 

Fairport,  A  Friend,  1  26 

Gainesville,  by  Rev.  D.  Henderson,  11  00 

Harford,  $7   60;  Riohford,     $11    26,  by 

Rev.  O.  A  Thomas,  18  76 

Homer,      by    a  C.  Webb,  211  46 

Keene  Flats, Upper  Jay,  and  Wilmiijgton, 

by  Rev.  T.  Wstson,  7  60 

Lowville,  by    R.  Wilbur,   to  const.  A.  C. 

Boshart  a  L.  M.,  80  00 

Massena,  First,  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Beckwith,  7  27 

New  York  City,  Broadway  Tabernacle  Ch., 
by  J.  H.  Washbnm,  Treas.,  in  part,  of 
which  $30  from  H  F.  Hills,  to  const, 
him  a  L.M. ;  $.^0  from  C.  K.  Bliss,  to 
const,  him  a  L.  M;  $80  from  L.  8. 11,  to 
const.  Mrs.  L.  W.  Hastings  a  L.  M.; 
$300  from  A.  H.  C,  to  const.  J.  H. 
Washbnm,  T.  W.  Whittemore  and  C.  T. 
Smith  L  Ds.;  G.  Abcmethy,  $100;  A.  C. 
Armstrong,  $25 ;  J.  Talcott,  $25,  1,442  45 

Ch.  of  the  Alliance,  by  Rev.  8.  Colcord  Jr.,      14  25 
D.  B.  C,  100  00 

Norfolk,  Out-sUtion,  by  Rev.  G.   B.  Row- 
ley, 3  00 
Parkville,  First,  by  Rev.  G.  M.  McBokron,        9  12 
Mrs.  G.  M.  McEckron,  to  const,  her  hus- 
band a  L.  M..                                                    30  00 
Perry  Center,  by  J.  M  Butler,    to  const. 
Mrs.  J.  N.  Judd  a  L.  M.,                               36  86 
Mrs.  P.  Sheldon,  to  const.  Clarence  C. 
Sheldon  a  L.  M.,                                            80  00 
Rochester,  Mn»  SaUy  Qlllett,  by  T.  G.  Jer- 
ome,                                                                   80  00 
Sherburne,  First,   by  H.  T.  Dunham,             7b  78 
Sherburne,   Legacy  of    N.  C.  Rexford,  by 

J.  D.  and  B.  F.  Roxford,  Ex's.,  4,6t0  tO 

Turin.  Welnh,  $4  36;  Rev.  T.  M.  Griffith, 

$1  00,  6  86 

Walton,  First,  by  O.  W.  Fitch,  34  28 

West  Farms,  Mrs.  A.  Wood,  10  00 

NEW   JERSEY— $80.00. 

East  Orange,  Grove  Street^  by  Rev.  R.  B. 
Howard,  30  00 

Newark,  Mrs.  Elisabeth  J.  Roll,       $10  00 
[Erroneously  ackM.  in  April.] 

PENNSYLVANIA— $10.00. 

West  Spring  Creek,  by  Rev.  J.  I.  Bond,  10  00 
MARYLAND— $78.11. 

Baltimore,  First,  by  E.  D.  Bigelow,  78  11 

OHIO— $10.00. 

Ohio  Home  Missionary  Society,  ♦$4.fi!K)  89 

Warren,  Miss  EUen  A.  Darling,  10  lO 
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Received  by  Rov.  W.  B.  Willi«in«: 
Ch&rlotte,  A.  II.  Bushnell,  $10; 
D.  Warner,  $5 ;  P.  U.  Whitford, 
10;L.  Qua,  $1,  86  00 

HndTOti,  18  70 

Ithaca,  10  00 

Webster,  7  00 


107  68 


61  70 
4  04 


Banks,  First,  by  Rev.  C.  N.  Coulter, 

Bethel  and  East  Gilcad,  by  Rev.  L.  P.  Roae,  22  75 
Columbus  and  Richmond,  by  Rev.W.  1.  Uunt,  25  00 

Oraw  Lttke,  J.  Swift,  16  00 

Hopkins,  add'l.,  by  Rov.  J.  Armstrong,  76 
Jackson,  First,  "  a  Lady  Friend,"  by 

G.  F.  Rice,  20  00 

Lowell,  by  Rev.  D.  L.  Eaton,  26  00 

Napoleon,  First,  by  Rev.  W.  Q.  ItobcrtH,  10  00 

Onekama,  Oennan,  by  Rev,  L.  Hale,  6  00 


INDIANA— f  1,070  61. 

Brazil,  Fkst,  by  Rev.  D.  F.  Davies,  1  00 

Klkhart,  by  Rev.  C.  B.  Warburton,  27  11 

Michigan  City,  bal.  by  Rev.  E.  Kent,  7  00 

llonroc\ille,   on  account  of  Legacy  of  B. 
Baldwin,  by  Fi«herand  Bnraley,  AdmV, 

1,086  40 

ILLINOI&-$863.79. 
Alton.  Ch.  of  the  Redeemer,  by  Rev. 

R.  West,  $17  00 

Ashkum,  by  G.  Schlofiser,  12  6U 
Bloamingdale,  $4.06 ;  Dr.  C.  Oleson  and 

wife,  $2.06,  7  00 

Cambridge,  by  Rev.  T.  Donglam,  87  70 

Chicago,  Lincoln  Park,  by  W.  R.  Walpole,  29  08 

New  England,  in  iwrt,  by  B.  W.  Blatchford,88  16 

Union  Park,  79  73 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Hyde,  6  00 

Crewjent,  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Wesrt,  10  00 

Dallas  City,  A  Friend,  1  00 

Elgin,  bal.,  by  Rev.  C.  E.  Dickinson,  82  ( 0 

Galva,  to  const.  Mrs.  8.  B.  Guild  a  L.  M.,  42  68 

Qeneseo,  C.  Perry,  16  00 

Granvilje,  by  J.  Hopkins,                  .  63  70 
Joy  Prairie,  by  F.  Tracy,  'freas.  111.  H.  M. 

Soc.,  28  60 

La  Uarpe,  in  part,  by  Rev.  W.  Wakefield,  21  00 

LnmoUle,  by  Dr.  J.  R.  Janes,  23  10 

Lodi,  Merriam,  by  Rev.  G.  C.  Strong,  81  00 

Mar«;ille8,  by  Rev.  A.  Ethridge,  14  16 

Maj'wood,  by  Rev.  G.  C.  Lamb,  16  26 
Onarga,  Mrs.  L.  C.  Foster,  to  const.  Rev. 

M.  E.  Dwlght  a  L.M,,  80  00 

:    Ottawa,  First,  by  J.  CJ.  Nattinger,  76  60 
Peoria,  Firnt,  in  full  to  const.  L.  L.  Day  and 

W.  Truesdale  L.  Ds.,  60  00 

Prairie  City,  by  Rev.  B.  F.  Worrell,  25  00 

l»ro«pect  Park,  by  Rev.  R.  Kirk,  6  00 

I'rovidence.  by  Rev.  P.  Bascom,  D.  D.,  26  71 

Uockford,  Second,  by  T.  D.  Robertson,  81  00 

Sterling,  80  00 

Tolono,  Mrs.  L.  Haskell,  6  00 
Winnebago,  Sabbath-school,  by  A.  G.  Rainey,  6  68 

Wyoming,  by  Rev,  W.  Walters,  6  60 

MISSOURI— $28.40. 
Amity,  $1.60  ;  Breckenridge,  $8.60,  by  Rev. 

J.  T.  Hall,  6  00 

Faber,  by  Rev.  B.  B.  Turner,  8  40 

Kidder,  B.  C.  Ooult,  6  00 

Palmyra,  Rev.  J.  F.  Graf,  2  00 

I'auldingville,  First,  by  Rev.  J.  8.  Rounoe,  8  00 

MICHIGAN— $297.87. 
Received  by  Rev.  L.  Warren : 
Alpine,  Rev.  G.  A.  Pollard  and 

others,  $4  66 

Carson  City,  16  00 

Chase,  1 88 

Manistee,  45  16 
Mrs.  Seoor's  Sabbath-School  class,  7  00 

Parl^  7  00 

Pentwater,  26  00 


^VISCONSIN— $209  15. 
Appleton,  Outagamie  Miss.  Assoc.,  by 
Rev.  P.  Pinch, 


Anroraville,  by  Rev.  D.  A.  Campbell, 
Bloomer,  by  Rev.  J.  I».  Chamberlain, 
Fort  Atkini^on,  J.  Laiupbear,  by  Rev.  E. 

J.  Montague, 
Grand  Rapids,  Rev.  L.  M.  Foster, 
Greenville.  $11 ;  Stephen sville,  $23,  by 

Rev.  O.  P.  Clinton, 
Moudovi,  First,  by  Rev.  J.  8.  Norris, 
Pleasant  Hill,  by  Rev.  A.  Pinkerton, 
Rio,  $8.63;  Wyocena,  $3.12,  by  Rev.  S.  B. 

Demarcst, 

IOWA— $1,725.07. 
Roccivctl  by  llev.  E.  Adams : 

Anamosa,  $36  00 

Elkader,  15  00 
Green  Mountain,  Woman*h  Misp. 

Soc,  16  00 

McGn-jfor.  36  76 

Woman's  MLw.  Soc.,  8  22 

Marion,  90  00 

Marshalltown,  41  40 

Plymouth,  2  50 

Rock  Falls,  2  OU 

Rockwell,  8  00 

Sherrill'rt  Mount,  Rev.  J.  Reuth,  90 

Waterloo,  88  20 


10  00 
800 

10  00 
60  00 

88  00 

6  00 

10  50 

6  65 


277  97 


Received  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Pickett : 
Bentonsport, 
Farmington, 
Garden  lYairic, 
Grand  River, 
Warren, 
Warren  Township, 


$10.00 
10.00 
9.00 
2.00 
S.OO 
5.80 


88  30 


76  00  I 


Ames,  First,  by  Rev.  O.  G.  Perkins,  in  full 

toconxt.  Rev.  G.  G.  Perkins  and  Dea. 

H.  F.  King8bnr>'  L.  Ms..  4  «} 

Anita,    120;    Casey,   $2,  by  Rev.  A.  A. 

Whitmore,    ,  22  00 

Atlantic.  Ch.  and  Sabbath-school,  by  Rev. 

E.  8.  Hill,  40  00 

Avoca,  Firrtn  bj  Rev.  G.  Hindley,  9  65 

Beaver,  $2.60 ;  Polk  City,   $12,   by  Rev. 

L.  8.  Hand,  14  60 

Buriington,  by  T.  R.  Rankbi,  128  00 

Cedar  Fall^  by  Rev.  C.  Gibbs.  16  00 

Clay,    $6.JiO ;    Glai^gow,*  $0.hO ;    Rev.    J. 

Bamett,  $2.60;  WUUam  Bamett,&2c; 

LCckridge,  $10 ;  Wooster,  $6.80,  81  92 

Mrs.    Mary    Meacham^s     Sabbath-sohool 

class,  by  D.  E.  Draper,  1  00 

Columbus  City,   Welsh,  by   Rev.    J.    0. 

Hughes,  9  16 

Council  Bluffs,  by  Rev.  H.  S.  DeForest,  00  85 

Creston,  First,  by  N.  H.  WhitUeaey,  88  60 

Daveniwrt,  Edwanls,  add'l, 'by  J.  Goldsbury,  40  60 
Decorah,  bv  Rev.  H.  B.  Woodworth,  78  25 

Denmark,  add'l,  by  J.  Field,  76  00 

Des  Moines,  Plymouth,  of  which  $25  from 

Ex.  Gov.  S.  Merrill,  by  S.  Johns,  102  80 

DeWitt,  by  Rev.  E.  P.  Whiting.  88  000 

Glen  wood,  add'l.,  by  Rev.  J.  AUcnder,  2  00 

Golden  Prairie,  by  Rev.  I.  M.  l-'rey,  12  00 

OrinneU,  by  S.  H.  Herrick,  81  18 

Hickory  Grove,  $8;  Rome,  $6.70;  Wayne, 

$16.65,  by  Rev.  L.  T.  Rowley,  24  25 

HillKboro.  $6 ;  Salem,  $10,  by  Rev.  C.    F. 

Dikcman.  16  00 

Kellogg,  by  Rov.  H.  8.  Thompson,  50  00 

I^wler  and  Waucoma,  by  Rev.  H.  Lee*,  SO  61 
Lewis,  by  llev.  C.  Litrlo.  30  00 

Lucas  Grove,  by  Rev.  A.  B.  Robbins,  8  00 

Magnolia,  by  J.  A.  Hardy,  9  00 

Manson  and  Newell,  by  Rev.  W.  J.  Smith,  8  80 
Muscatine,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Robbins,  of  which 

$30  from  J.  A.  Bishop,  to  const.  W.    F. 

Bishop  a  L.  M.,  69  25 

New  Hampton.  Woman's  Board  of  Mis- 
sions, 1  65 
Oskaloosa,  $128.:j0  ;   Sabbath -school,  $12.- 

60,  by  J.  E.  SnowdcM,  140  80 

Mrs.  John  Olmtsted,  70  00 

Point  Pleasant,  Sabbath-school,  by  G.  W. 

Bingham,  Supt.,  27  (k» 
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FOST-OFFIGE  OBDEBS. 

Friends  who  remit  post-office  orders  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Society, 
will  very  greatly  oblige  ob  by  Bceing  tliat  they  are  drawn  on  "  Station  Di 
New  York  City."  Htatiim  D  iti  a  money-order  office,  very  near  the  Society'a 
rooms,  and  the  cullection  of  orders  through  it,  insteml  of  the  General  Post- 
office,  ia  a  great  saving  of  time. 


^y  Mitmt  MmmiMi 


Go, Pbbach  the  Gospel,  ^ Mark  xvi.  15. 

How  shall  they  preach  except  they  be  sent  ?  .  Horn.  x.  15. 
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A  GLANCE  BACKWARD. 

[In  this  Jubilee  Tear  of  the  Society,  the  friends  of  Home  Missions  are  naturally 
reriewing  its  past  and  forecasting  its  future.  As  intimated  in  our  issue  for  May,  we 
propose,  as  opportunity  offers,  to  refresh  the  memory  of  our  older  readers  and  inform 
the  minds  of  the  younger,  with  glimpses  of  the  earlier  years  of  the  work,  its  trials, 
joys,  reverses  and  successes.  To  this  end  we  earnestly  invite  and  hope  to  secure 
oommonications  from  such  of  the  ^^  Home  Missionary  Fathers "  as  remain  unto  this 
day  We  expect  them  to  tell  of  what  they  saw  and  did,  the  plans  they  formed,  the 
hopes  they  cherished ;  to  reproduce  the  scenes  in  which  they  moved,  the  experiences 
they  shared  ;  to  commemorate  the  devoted  men  with  whom  they  acted,  now  entered 
into  rest ;  to  place  on  record  for  coming  generations  facts  sure  to  be  of  permanent  and 
growing  interest,  the  memory  of  which  will  else  pass  away  from  the  earth,  as  these 
reterans  leave  us,  one  by  one. 

No  State  can  afford  ampler  or  more  valuable  material  of  this  sort  than  Illinois.  It 
was  the  most  prominent  *'  frontier  "  field  when  this  Society  was  organized  ;  to  it  many 
of  the  best  men  were  sent ;  on  it  the  Society's  most  earnest  efforts  were  expended. 
Hints  as  to  the  wealth  of  this  material  have  been  given  by  Rev.  Dr.  Roy,  in  his  histor  • 
ical  articles  in  The  Borne  Missionary,  for  Dec,  18G9,  Jan.,  1870,  Sept.,  1874,  etc. 
Perhaps  no  one  of  the  heroic  men  there  named  with  honor,  more  truly  merited  it  than 
did  Rev.  John  M.  Ellis,  who  began  work  in  Kaskaskia,  Dec.  Ist  1825 — having  been 
sent  to  Illinois  by  the  United  Dom.  Missionary  Society,  and  by  it  "passed  over"  to 
flie  A.  IL  M.  S. — a  rich  inheritance. 

Believing  that  the  many  readers  who  enjoyed  Dr.  Roy's  articles  would  be  interested 
in  some  of  the  original  documents  whence  he  drew  the  outlines  of  eeveral  of  his  most 
attractive  sketches,  we  subjoin  extracts  from  early  letters  of  Mr.  ETlis,  bringing 
vividly  before  us  the  scenes  amidst  which  they  were  written.  Even  with  our  knowl- 
edge of  the  man,  it  is  not  easy  to  feel  that  they  truly  set  forth  the  exteraal  and  the  spirit- 
aal  condition  of  the  Jacksonville  and  Springfield  of  lees  than  fifty  years  ago: — the 
former  reporting,  in  the  census  of  1870,  its  13,000,  and  the  latter  its  20,000  people,  with 
their  precious  institutions  of  every  sort,  that  would  do  honor  to  any  of  the  older  cities 
of  the  East.  Nor  would  any  eye  less  far-seeing  than  that  of  Faith  discern  the  Illinois 
College  of  1876  in  **  the  Seminary  "  to  which  its  godly  founders  gave  so  largely  of  their 
money,  time,  labor  and  prayer.  ] 

The  first  extzact  is  from  Mr.  Ellis^s  letter,  dated  April  1,  1828,  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mitteei  deaczibing  a  tour  made  at  their  request  through  the  northern  counties  of  Illi- 
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nois,  "  to  preach  in  destitute  places,  and  report  to  the  Society  snch  facts  as  might  be 
useful  in  directing  appointments  there  :  ** 

Jan.  13.  Preached  in  Jacksonville,  Morgan  county,  Sabbath  and  weekiday,  as  in 
Greene.  Morgan  is  an  interesting  county.  There  is  a  little  church  in  it,  trying  to 
do  what  they  can,  and  with  good  proppccts. — Were  deeply  interested  to  learn  the 
object  of  your  Society,  and  will  I  doubt  not  become  auxiliary  to  it,  with  the  d^gn 
of  co-operating  with  you  in  building  up  the  walls  of  Zion. 

Jan.  20th.  Springfield,  Sangamon  county,  audiences  full  and  attentive.  lY^cn  I 
inquired  whether  any  Presbyterian  church  existed  here,  none  could  tell  me.  Dur- 
ing the  two  weeks  spent  here,  however,  a  church  of  about  twenty  members  was 
formed,  to  which  additions  have  since  been  made.  The  time  spent  in  this  place 
was  highly  interesting.  The  deep  feeling  of  satisfaction,  and  the  pleasant  hope 
that  appeared  in  the  church,  now  gathered  from  their  dispersion  as  sheep  that  have 
no  shepherd,  the  recollection  of  former  years  when  they  dwelt  near  the  ark  of  Gk>d, 
and  now  that  a  table  is  spread  for  them  in  the  wilderness — it  was  a  day  of  rejoic- 
ing and  hope.  I  had  traveled  from  two  to  eighteen  miles,  into  different  settle- 
ments, finding  one  here  and  another  there,  and  still  heard  of  others  who  lived  too 
insulated  from  the  town  to  receive  timely  intelligence.  A  Venerable  lady,  the 
widow  of  Dr.  John  Smith,  formerly  President  of  Hampden  Sidney  College,  was  pres- 
ent at  the  formation  of  the  church.  *'  When  I  came  to  Edwards ville,"  said  she, 
*'  ten  years  ago,  no  professor  of  religion  that  I  could  find,  lived  in  the  place,  and 
for  eighteen  months  no  sermon  was  preached  there.  I  lived  to  see  a  church  formed 
of  nine  members,  and  increased  to  tliirty,  and  blessed  God  for  the  sight.  I  came 
to  Springfield  a  few  months  since,  and  could  not  learn  whether  any  Presbyterian 
church  were  in  the  place  or  not.— It  was  a  dark  day,  and  now  to  see  the  sun  break- 
ing through  the  cloud  all  at  once,  is  almost  too  much  to  realize."  In  the  coarse 
of  the  conversation  she  remarked  that  of  all  her  trials  since  she  came  to  this  west- 
em  country,  none  were  to  be  compared  with  living  without  a  pastor  over  the 
church. 

For  myself  I  can  say  that  I  have  rarely  felt  a  richer  degree  of  satisfaction  than 
that  experienced  with  these  people  of  God  at  the  time  of  forming  that  little  church. 
— It  has  cheered  the  gloom  of  many  an  hour  when  riding  across  the  prairies  dur- 
ing this  winter  of  unparalleled  rains. 

In  passing  from  Springfield  to  Hillsboro,  Montgomery  county,  I  swam  two  creeks 
with  my  horse,  in  the  winter  season.  But  this  should  be  no  terror  to  the  mission- 
ary coming  from  the  East.  This  and  all  other  like  trials  and  exposures  to  which 
he  may  be  subjected  occasionally,  are  no  more  than  lawyers  and  judges  and  all 
men  of  business  are  equally  exposed  to ;  and  if  he  cannot  do  as  much  for  the  9<niU 
ofmeriy  how  can  he  be  called  a  missionary  of  the  Cross?  It  will  be  a  satisfaction 
however  to  know  that  these,  and  all  similar  hardships  arising  from  the  new  state 
of  the  country,  are  fast  decreasing,  as  the  roads  and  bridges  are  improved  and  the 
settlements  increase  in  population.  Montgomery  is  a  new  county,  but  its  pros|3ects 
are  good.     .     .    . 

From  a  letter  dated,  Jacksonville,  Sept.  25,  1828. 

I  think  I  mentioned  in  my  last,  the  addition  to  our  church,  on  the  last  Sabbath 
in  July,  of  fourteen  members,  present  number,  twenty-nine.  Since  that  time  our  pros- 
pects have  been  increasingly  encouraging.  I  mentioned  also  that  the  church  in 
Jacksonville  was  engaged  in  building  a  parsonage  house,  on  account  of  the  very 
high  rent  occasioned  by  the  rapid  growth  of  the  place.  The  church,  I  believe,  is 
perfectly  imanimons  in  all  its  proceedings.    Nothing  desirable  can  exceed  the  kind 
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tttention  paid  to  me  and  my  family.  The  sum  engaged  for  my  support  is  $150 — 
probably  more,  principally  in  produce.  I  have  strong  confidence  that  it  will  not 
be  long,  if  the  Lord  succeeds  his  work  as  there  now  seems  reason  to  believe,  before 
yonr  Society  will  be  relieved.  Now  certainly  the  people  seem  ready  to  do  every- 
thing that  could  reasonably  be  desired.  Building  the  house  is  a  heavy  burden, 
with  all  their  other  pressiiig  business,  where  everything  is  to  be  begun  anew. 

In  the  engagement  made  with  the  people,  I  have  reserved  one  Sab)>ath  in  four, 
to  preach  occasionally  in  other  parts  of  the  county,  and  to  visit  the  churches  in  the 
neighboring  counties. 

In  compliance  with  repeated  solicitations,  I  went  on  the  8th  of  Sept.  to  Can- 
ton, Fulton  county,  (75  miles  north-west  of  Springfield)  and  returned  in  seventeen 
dajs ;  daring  which  time  I  rode  in  4ill,  going  and  returning,  234  miles — preached 
thirteen  sermons — ^yq  in  Fulton,  eight  in  Sangamon — constituted  a  church  in  Ful- 
ton, of  nine  members,  (several  absent  on  business,  who  will  join  at  the  next  opportu- 
nity)—administered  the  sacrament  three  times,  twice  in  Fulton  county,  in  Canton 
.  tndLewiston,  the  county  seat,  and  once  in  Sangamon  county.  Baptized  six  adults 
and  five  children,  (seven  were  added  to  the  chujch  in  Sangamon,)  and  attended  six 
prayer-meetings. 

Never  have  I  felt  my  hands  more  effectually  sustained  by  prayer,  and  never  has 
the  prospect,  could  we  have  the  aid  desired^  appeared  so  encouraging  as  now. 
Smce  January,  I  have  received  to  our  communion,  in  the  different  churches,  more 
than  sixty  members.  The  anxiety  to  obtain  preachers  of  our  denomination,  is  ex- 
pressed in  language  of  the  most  earnest  entreaty. — In  Fulton  county,  two  men  are 
ready  to  engage  $50  each,  for  the  first  year.  Fulton  county  is  a  very  desirable 
place,  both  for  health  and  for  various  other  advantages  for  new  settlers.  Half  the 
people  are  from  New  England  and  New  York.  The  health  of  the  county  is  cer- 
tainly excellent ;  and  it  seems  destined  in  a  few  years  to  stand  among  the  first  in 
the  State.    At  least ^p«  or  six  missionaries  are  imperiously  needed  in  Illinois. 

Here  is  the  germ  of  JlHnols  College  : 
A  Seminaiiy  op  Learning  is  projected,  to  go  into  operation  next  fall.  The 
subscription  now  stands  at  between  $2,000  and  $3,000.  The  site  is  selected  in  this 
county,  Morgan,  and  the  selection  made  with  considerable  deliberation,  by  a  com- 
mittee appointed  for  that  purpose;  and  is  one  in  which  the  public  sentiment  per- 
fectly coincides.  Tha  half-quarter-section  purchased  for  the  site,  is  certainly  the 
most  delightful  spot  I  have  ever  seen.  It  is  about  one  mile  north  of  the  celebrated 
Diamond  Grove,  [now  Jacksonville]  at  the  east  end  of  Wilson  Grove,  on  an  emi- 
nence overlooking  the  town  and  country  for  several  miles  around. 

The  object  of  the  Seminary  is  ])opular,  and  it  is  my  deliberate  opinion  that  there 
never  was  in  our  country  a  more  promising  opportunity  for  any  who  desire  it,  to 
bestow  a  few  thousand  dollars  in  the  cause  of  education  and  of  Missions.  The 
posture  of  things  now  is  such,  as  to  show  to  all  the  intelligent  people  the  good 
effects  of  your  Society,  and  to  secure  their  co-operation  in  a  happy  degree  in  all  the 
great  benevolent  objects  of  the  day,  (if  such  aid  can  now  he  afforded) ^  in  the  objects 
above  mentioned. 

From  Mr.  EUis's  letter  of  February  16,  1829 : 

It  is  with  real  satisfaction  that  I  can  speak  of  "  somHhinq  done''''  for  the  churches 
at  the  West.  We  have  occupied  for  several  weeks  the  house  built  for  us  by  the 
church  in  this  place.  It  is  a  convenient  frame  house,  with  three  rooms.  They  are 
now  adding  out-buildings.  Every  thing  goes  on  harmoniously  and  pleasantly, 
with  as  little  exception  as  commonly  falls  to  the  lot  of  ministers  of  the  gospel. 
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What  is  most  needed,  at  this  time,  is  a  suitable  meeting- house.  Preaching  in 
held  in  a  school-house,  but  at  our  common  meetings,  it  is  usual  to  see  numbers 
walking  homeward,  not  being  able  to  gain  admittance.  And  this,  as  the  town  in- 
creases, is  continually  becoming  a  greater  evil.  We  have  no  place  of  worehip  that 
can  accommodate  those  who  would  meet  for  the  worship  of  Ood  on  the  Sdbhath, 

Few  country  towns  have  risen  with  a  rapidity  like  that  of  Jacksonville.  Within 
the  last  year  about  a  dozen  frame  buildings  have  been  going  up,  three  of  two 
stories,  (one  brick,)  finished  in  good  style.  I  never  attempted  to  count  the  tempo- 
rary log-buildings  that  are  going  up  almost  every  day. 

God  is  sending  forth  laborers  in  answer  to  prayer.  Another  young  man  of  good 
promise,  licensed  a  few  months  since  by  our  Presbytery,  (Oct.  8,)  now  offers  his  ser- 
vices to  your  Society  for  the  coming  year. 

The  second  week  in  Jan.,  a  Presbytery  was  organized  in  this  State,  having  been 
divided  from  Mo.  by  the  Synod  in  Oct.  last  The  Presbytery  now  consists  of  seven 
clergymen.  Brother  Bergen,  and  one  or  two  others,  are  yet  to  join.  We  have 
also  two  licentiates.     We  thank  God  and  take  courage. 

The  next  extract  is  from  a  letter  of  March  8,  1830,  written  on  Mr.  Elli^^s  return  from 
a  trip  of  several  months  through  New  England  and  the  Middle  States,  in  behalf  of  Illi- 
nois College,  undertaken  by  permission  and  approval  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  tha 
A  H.  M.  Society. 

It  is  with  no  small  degree  of  satisfaction  that  I  can  again  address  you  from  my 
"  home  in  the  West."  I  am  happy  to  add  that  the  object  of  my  late  tour  to  the  Eastern 
States  has  been  accomplished  in  a  manner  beyond  what  we  had  dared  to  anticipate 
in  so  short  a  time.  And  since  my  return,  we  have  had  the  satisfaction  to  observe  that 
Providence,  which  we  have  ever  trusted,  has  accommodated  every  occurrence  in 
relation  to  the  Seminary,  so  as  to  promote  and  not  hinder  its  best  interests,  by  con- 
ciliating prejudices,  disarming  opposition,  and  securing  public  sentiment  more  de- 
cidedly in  favor  of  this  and  other  similar  efforts. 

The  number  of  students  in  the  Seminary  is  seventeen ;  others  from  various  sec- 
tions of  the  country  are  making  arrangements  to  attend.  Our  only  cause  for  ap- 
prehension is,  that  of  "being  overwhelmed  with  students  before  suitable  accommo- 
dations are  prepared  for  their  reception.  The  present  building  contains,  besides 
the  large  school-room,  but  four  rooms  for  students.  ....  Only  six 
years  ago  this  whole  county  was  uninhabited.  Its  noble  prairies  stood  in  all 
their  native  goodliness.  Their  beauties  were  beheld  only  by  the  wandering 
savage  or  the  passing  traveler,  and  the  wild  deer  luxuriated  in  the  bosom  of  secu- 
rity, and  bounded  or  slept  without  fear.  Now,  the  number  of  busy  men  who  are 
decking  the  borders  of  the  groves  with  new  habitations  and  culrivated  fields,  is 
2,500,  and  this  number  is  doubling  yearly  by  immigration.  The  church  atjlushville, 
with  other  little  churches  planted  in  the  wilderness,  on  the  very  borders  of  Zion, 
seem  very  naturally  to  claim  a  share  of  those  tender  sympathies  which  the  condi- 
tion of  infancy  is  calculated  to  excite.  But  from  the  example  of  other  churches 
which  but  lately  were  similarly  situated,  there  is  good  reason  to  hope  that  this  ten- 
der vine  will  be  cherished  of  heaven,  and  ultimately  bring  forth  much  fruit.  One 
year  ago  last  July,  the  Jacksonville  church  consisted  of  fourteen  members ;  now 
they  are  more  than  fifty 

Mr.  Ellis  also  forwarded  an  extract  from  The  llUnois  IntflUgencer,  printing  with 
flattering  comments  the  Resolntions  offered  at  a  meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  Illinois 
College,  in  Dec.,  1829,  which  **  cordially  approved  and  ratified  the  terms  of  union 
proposed  by  Eev.  Messrs.  Theron  Baldwin,  John  F.  Brooks,  Mason  Grosvenor,  Eliaha 
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Jenney,  Wm.  Kirby,  J.  M.  Sturtevant  and  Asa  Turner ;  whoso  **  motives,  talents  and 
aoqnirementB,  together  with  their  prudent  liberal  and  energetic  measures  in  behalf  of 
the  Institution  entitle  them  to  a  cordial  welcome  and  to  our  entire  coniidcnce/*  said 
the  Stockholders.  They  also  passed  votes  of  thanks  to  benevolent  indi\nduals 
in  the  Atlantic  States  for  their  liberal  aid  ;  to  Mr.  Ellis  for  his' services ;  and  to  non- 
resident owners  of  land  in  Illinois,  for  contributions  at  the  rate  of  one  cent  an  aere^ 
for  those  lands. 

"This  promising  Institution/*  says  the  editor,  "is  now  organized."  The 
buildings  are  nearly  ready  for  the  reception  of  pupils ;  and  in  a  few  days  its 
interesting  labors  will  l>e  commenced.  That  it  will  be  eminently  successful  and 
widely  l^encficial  admits  not  of  a  moment's  doubt.  It  bears  within  it  all  the  ele- 
ments of  success.  Its  funds  arc  ample  for  present  purposes,  and  rapidly  increasing. 
The  gentlemen  who  will  direct  its  operations  are  zealous,  learned  and  enlightened  ; 
men  of  expanded  views  and  li))eral  feelings,  whose  sole  aim  is  the  moral  improve- 
ment of  the  country  which  they  have  selected  as  the  scene  of  their  benevolent  exer- 
tions. They  deserve  the  support  of  every  patriot  and  Christian.  Our  fellow-citi- 
zens, famed  as  they  are  for  hospitality,  will  welcome  those  who  bring  the  light  of 
Bcicnce  to  our  doors. 

"The  amount  of  money  raised  by  subscription  in  Illinois,  is  about  $3,000 ;  a  few 
gentlemen  in  New  York,  who  own  lands  in  this  State,  have  agreed  to  i)ay  to  the 
college  one  cent  per  acre  on  all  their  lands,  and  have  advised  other  non-resident 
landholders  to  d6  the  same ;  from  this  soiu'ce  $3,000  have  already  been  realized,  and 
a  much  larger  sum  may  be  anticipated.  The  further  sum  of  $7,000  has  boon  col- 
lected in  the  Atlantic  States,  by  Mr.  Ellis  and  others,  as  the  agent  of  the  Illinois  ^Vs- 
sociation  of  Yale  College  ;  making  the  whole  funds  of  the  Institution,  at  this  time, 
about  $13,000. 

"  What  an  enlivening  prospect  dawns  upon  Illinois !  In  a  part  of  our  cnimtry, 
where  the  first  log-cabin  was  erected  but  nine  years  ago,  and  among  the  prairies 
and  groves  which  at  that  time  were  tenanted  only  by  the  wild  deer  and  th(5  wolf,  a 
college  has  sprung  into  existence,  as  if  by  enchantment,  which  i)romis<'s  to  be  an 
honor  to  science  and  to  our  State.  We  hail  it  to  be  an  omen  of  brighter  days,  and 
look  forward  with  hope  and  pride  to  the  time  when  the  genial  light  of  education 
shall  be  brought  to  every  door  in  Illinois.  The  influence  of  this  college  will  be  felt. 
Its  direct  operations  will  do  much — its  example  will  do  much  more.  Other  schools 
will  now  grow  up ;  our  children  will  be  educated ;  and  the  moral  character  of  our 
State  will  rise  with  the  increase  of  its  physical  strength." 

These  extracts  may  fitly  conclude  with  a  few  lines  from  a  letter  of  Theron  Baldwin, 
dated  Vandalia,  Dec.  17,  1830  : 

I  was  at  Jacksonville  a  few  days  since,  and  it  did  my  heart  good  to  run  back  in 
thought  over  the  past  year,  to  the  time  when,  at  a  distance  from  the  village,  on  the 
prairie,  I  first  caught  sight  of  the  building,  designed  for  a  college  edifice.  It 
would  seem  that  almost  all  things  have  worked  together  for  good  in  respect 
to  this  Institution.  It  now  numbers  more  than  thirty  students,  and  is  constantly 
increasing ;  so  that  we  have  no  doubt  they  will  comejn  as  fast  as  we  can  accommo- 
date thenL  There  is  now  a  bill  before  the  legislature  to  incorporate  the  Institution, 
and  the  committee  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred  are  ready  to  report  unani- 
moutly  in  favor  of  such  a  charter  as  we  have  asked.  We  trust  this  college  was 
founded  in  prayer.  The  Lord  has  been  pleased  in  a  peculiar  manner  to  smile  upon 
it  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  destined  to  exert  a  mighty  influence.  God  grant  that  it 
may  be  a  holy  influence  I 
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pi^^ionavg    inUWxpntt. 


WASHINGTON. 
Heo.  J,  HaU^  Seattle, 

OUT  OF  DEBT,   AND  HOPEFUL. 

OuH  beautiful  church  edifice  is  now  en- 
tirely free  from  debt  Bad  as  debts  are 
in  the  commercial  world,  they  are  still 
worse  when  loading  down  our  churches. 
Wiiat  is  dedicated  to  God  should  be  free 
from  the  just  claims  of  maiL  The  little 
band  of  Congregationalists  in  this  grow- 
ing city  have  done  a  noble  work,  and 
deserve  much  praise.  During  the  past 
five  months  they  have  raised  and  paid  on 
their  church  property  about  $1,800,  and 
have  built  their  house  of  worship  with 
no  outside  aid.  None  of  the  members 
are  wealthy :  they  are  all  hard-working 
people.  Last  September,  at  my  coming, 
I  found  them  feeble  and  somewhat  dis- 
couraged with  their  heavy  debt.  They 
had  been  without  a  pastor  for  a  year,  and 
came  very  near  losing  their  church  prop- 
erty ;  but  they  had  a  mind  to  work. 
Tliey  are  still  weak,  but  growing,  and 
expect  soon  to  be  able  to  support  a  min- 
ister without  further  aid  from  the  Soci- 
ety. They  feel  very  thankful  for  the 
assistance  you  have  so  generously  ren- 
dered them. 


OREGON. 
Rev,  F,  Crang,  Astoria. 

FURTHER   PROGRESS. 

Three  months  more  have  passed  in  al- 
most Incessant  rain — the  sun  seldom 
seen,  and  then  only  for  a  very  short  time. 
There  is  plenty  of  mud  and  water,  yet 
we  keep  up  an  average  attendance  of 
from  90  to  100.  Last  Sabbath  morning 
we  had  102,  and  in  the  evening  (our  Sab- 
bath-school concert)  the  cliurch  could 
not  hold  all  who  came.  Tliere  are 
many  places  up  and  down  the  river 
wholly  without  preaching,  but  I  can- 
not   reach    them,     having    work    here 


which  fully  occupies  all  my  time.  This 
place  is  rapidly  growing,  and  the  carpen- 
ter's hammer  is  heard  from  morning  till 
night.  The  people  arc  kind  and  courte- 
ous, but  we  never  have  the  pleasant  social 
gatherings  we  used  to  enjoy  in  the  East. 
All  live  within  themselves,  for  the  obvi- 
ous reasons  that  they  are  struggling  for 
homes,  keep  no  hired  help,  and  find  it  all 
they  can  do  to  attend  to  their  own  fami- 
lies while  everything  is  so  enormously 
high.  But  when  we  come  to  the  more 
important  part,  that  of  working  for  the 
Master,  all  are  ready  to  do  all  they  can, 
even  to  sacrificing,  if  the  pastor  will  only' 
lead  the  way.  Take  the  front  rank,  and 
encourage  and  cheer  on  the  rest,  and  you 
have  all  with  you. 


CALIFORNIA. 
Bev.  T,  T,  Hunger,  San  Jaae. 

8PEEI>Y   GRADUATION. 

[It  is  not  often  that  we  can  record  in  the 
same  year  the  organization  of  a  church 
under  missionary  care,  and  its  coming  to 
self-support.  Mr.  Munger  commenced  la- 
bor in  San  JostS  in  April,  1875,  with  the 
gathering  of  a  lively  little  church,  of  which 
each  quarter  be  has  reported  encouraging 
progress ;  and  now  we  have,  under  date  of 
April  15,  1875,  his  farewell  to  the  Society; 
Such  a  rate  of  advance  speaks  well  for  the 
missionary,  or  the  church,  or  both — for 
both,  we  suspect,  in  this  case.] 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I 
make  my  last  report  to  the  A.  11.  M.  So- 
ciety— not  because  my  relations  with  it 
have  not  been  pleasant,  but  because  it 
ends  the  dependence  of  our  church  upon 
it  In  corresponding  with  you,  a  year 
ago,  I  expressed  the  hope  that  the  young 
church  would  at  least  pay  the  interest 
upon  your  appropriation.  That  hope  is 
fulfilled,  and  I  send  you  a  contribution 
of  Jifty  dollars  (in  silver  coin),  in  the 
form  of  a  receij^t  for  that  amount,  to  be 
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dedacted  from  your  appropriation  for  the 
last  quarter. 

The  membership  of  the  church  you 
have  fostered  by  your  aid  now  numlwrs 
72,  of  whom  08  are  resident  here.  There 
is  a  prospect  of  immediate  additions,  and 
of  steady,  though  not  rapid  growth. 
Since  I  last  wrote  you,  the  debt  resting 
upon  the  society  has  been  wholly  extin- 
guished, leaving  it  unencumbered  for  the 
work  of  future  self-support. 

In  severing  our  special  relations,  I  trust 
the  church  will  not  forget  the  debt  of 
gratitude  it  owes  to  the  Society,  but  will 
make  such  annual  returns  that — even  in 
a  bosiness  point  of  view — the  aid  ren- 
dered will  prove  a  good  investment. 
And  if  it  shall  grow  into  a  large  and 
strong  Congregational  church — as  I  see  no 
reason  why  it  may  not  in  the  course  of  a 
few  years — the  returns  it  will  make  to  the 
community  and  the  State,  in  the  form  of 
sound  moral  teaching  and  earnest  presen- 
tation of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  will  be 
such  as  the  Society  aims  to  secure.  Per- 
mit me  to  add  my  personal  thanks  for 
your  fraternal  kindness  during  the  past 
year. 


UTAH. 


Bn,  W.  Jf.  Barrows,  Salt  Lake  City, 

PRACTICAL  COMITY. 

I  HAVE  two  churches  on  my  hands  now. 
The  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
has  broken  down  in  health,  and  has  gone 
East  for  rest  and  medical  treatment  for 
four  months.     While  he  is  away  I  look 
after  both  flocks.      The  Presbyterians 
meet  with  us  in  the  morning,  and  we  go 
to  their  church  in  the  evening.     Every- 
thing has  been  pleasant  and  harmonious 
thus  far.     AU  seem  to  enjoy  the  union 
ttnrices,  and  I  think  the  effect  on  the 
community  at  large  will  be  good.     Of 
course  it  imposes  more  work  on  me,  to 
look  after  the  poor,  sick,  dead  and  living 
of  two  parishes,  and  to  preach  twice  on 
Sunday,  but  I  hope  to  have  some  rest 
^Iwn  our  brother  returns.    The  Metho- 
dist pastor  is  also  away  after  money ;  so 
lam  about  the  only  pastor  on  the  ground. 


Our  Sabbath  attendance  is  increasing 
at  a  rate  that  will  soon  compel  us  to  move 
in  earnest  for  a  more  commodious  place 
of  worship.  We  have  not  all  the  positive 
spiritual  results  I  desire  to  sec.  The  con- 
stant friction  with  Mormonism  distracts 
men's  minds;  but  I  trust  that  seed  is 
being  sown  that  will  bring  a  harvest  some 
day.  A  better  day  for  Utah  and  her  poor 
priest-ridden  people  is  not  far  off. 

I  have  just  finished  reading  **  Lucretius 
or  Paul,"  Dr.  J.  P.  Tliompson's  admirable 
address  on  Materialism  and  Theism.  I 
have  enjoyed  it  very  much,  and  want  to 
thank  you  for  sending  it  to  me. 


DAKOTA. 
Ret,  S.  Shddon,   YanJcton, 

LAID  UP  FOR   HEPAIRS. 

I  SAID  in  my  last  that  I  was  like  the 
bullock  represented  on  an  ancient  medal, 
as  standing  iK'twcen  a  plow  and  an  altar, 
with  the  inscription,  "  Ready  for  either." 
It  was  the  altar  that  the  Lord  had  await- 
ing me,  in  the  form  of  a  severe  trial.  I 
froze  my  foot  on  a  trip  to  Swan  Lake  in 
the  early  part  of  the  winter.  1  had  no 
thought  of  freezing,  till  it  was  too  late  ; 
but  1  suppose  my  system  was  just  right 
for  it.  I  was  under  the  care  of  the  doc- 
tor for  a  montli,  spent  several  slee})less 
nights,  applied  to  the  unfortunate  mem- 
ber over  100  poultices,  and  su))mittod  to 
three  incisions  from  the  lancet.  Begin- 
ning to  mend,  I  liobblrd  about  with  a 
crutch ;  after  a  little,  advanced  to  a  cane, 
and  am  now  n])lc  to  dispense  with  both.  I 
wear  a  laced  boot,  limping  but  a  little, 
and  shall  be  "all  riglit"  in  a  week  or 
two.  Of  course  I  have  boon  kept  from 
field  work  save  as  I  have  done  a  little 
at  Swan  Lake,  a  town  about  fifty  miles 
from  Yankton,  and  rapidly  growing. 
The  way  is  now  prepared  for  holdiuv; 
this  place,  in  connection  with  Lincoln 
Center,  twenty  miles  below  the  Lake,  if 
the  right  man  can  be  found.  While  shut 
up,  I  have  corresponded  with  several 
young  men  with  reference  to  Dakota  as 
their  future  field  of  labor,  and  hope  to 


■ecuns  them.  I  hftTe  also  Kcurcd  three 
communion-sete  from  Eastern  fiienda, 
for  Elk  Point,  Vennillion,  and  Spring- 
field. 

I  am  now  ready  for  the  proposed  cam- 
pnigii  in  Mu.'isachu.oetts ;  am  anxious  to 
Btatt  ill  tlic  work,  and  bopeful  as  to  thu 
results. 

[The  good  people  of  Maasachiuetta.  at 
this  writing-,  are  seeiug  proof  thnt.  how- 
ever the;  may  have  tempoiaiil;  dlnaMed 
that  foot,  aix  Dakota  winter*  bate  not 
frozen  either  the  biain  oi  the  heart  of 
otu  brother.] 

NEBRASKA. 
Rft.  S.  O.  Page,  FrUndvilU. 

UINIBTBT  OF   C0NSOI.ATION. 

Those  who  contribute  to  the  funds  of 
the  Society  are  sending  Diiniatera  of 
Christ  to  syinpttthiM,  not  with  a  large 
circle  of  mourning  friends,  who  comfort 
and  sustain  each  other  in  Hieir  common 
grief — but  with  perhaps  youthful  parents 
weeping  over  their  tirst-liom  and  only 
child,  while  all  other  relatives  are  in 
another  State;  or  those  who  are  called 
upon  to  bury  a  brother,  while  an  occnn 
and  half  a  continent  separate  them  from 
all  other  friends.  In  such  a  position  a 
minister  feels  that  he  is  called  to  till  the 
plaec  of  many;  and  if  it  is  true  of 
Spnpnthy  thnt  "it  ismoro  blessed  to  give 
than  to  receive,"  certainly  it  is  a  blessed 
privilege.  Half  of  the  fnnerals  I  have 
attended  in  Nebraska  have  been  in 
"  dug-outs,"  with  no  relatives  except  the 
family  prcseuL  Prof.  Phelps  has  very 
truthfully  pictured  the  privations  of  the 
Home  Missionary.  We  do  sometimes  re- 
call the  comforts  of  that  New  England 
parish.  There  isquitc  a  contrast  between 
onr  present  humble  home,  and  that  com- 
modious and  neatly  furnished  parsonage 
with  sitting- room,  parlor,  study,  and 
folding  doors.  It  would  be  gratifying, 
while  so  ninny  are  improving  this  cen- 
tennial year  to  visit  the  East,  if  our 
salary  were  large  enough  to  take  us  once 
more  to  llie  home  of  that  mother,  more 
than  fourscore  years  of  age.    But  Prof. 


Jane, 

Phclpa  has  not  told  you  nhy  the  Hodm 
Hiasionary  "is  a  willing  exhc"  ThoM 
only  who  have  had  experience  can  tdl 
the  other  side. 


Jteti.  M.  F.  I'lali,  Eaglingt. 


Oh  for  help  I  I  have  been  holding 
meetings  constantly  since  the  1st  of  Jana- 
ary.  Fifty  or  more  arc  trusting  in  Christ, 
as  fruits  of  the  blessed  work.  I  have  been 
called  to  many  places  where  they  have 
been  holding  prayer- meetings  and  a  good 
work  bad  begun  ;  but  I  could  not  go, 
much  as  it  saddened  my  heart  to  have 
to  say  no  to  them.  I  am  called  on  to 
establish  Sabbath -schools,  and  need  li- 
braries and  papers.  We  must  have  three 
or  four  more  cliurches  in  this  county,  and 
one  or  two  in  Hall  county,  also  in  my 
care.     Do  send  bilp  as  soon  as  you  can. 


KANSAS. 
Eee.  M.  D.  Teniury,  Wettmoreland. 


The  last  has  been  a  quarter  of  con- 
stant work,  with  results  that  arc  good 
and,  I  hope,  permanent.  I  have  averaged 
five  EC  mi  o]  IS  a  week.  Spring  Creek 
church  Ii:ls  r<'ceived  fifteen,  more  than 
doubling  its  membership,  and  West- 
moreland eight,  nearly  doubling  its 
membere,  as  tlie  immediate  result.  Wfl 
enter  upon  another  year  hopefully.  Our 
parsonage  is  completed,  and  jiaid  for. 

Tliere  is  a  prospect  of  another  church 
organization,  at  a  point  eight  miles 
away.  The  spiritual  state  of  the  entire 
district  has  l>een  largely  one  of  revival, 
and,  at  times,  deep  interest,  which  still 
continues.  We  hope  for  large  results 
yet  to  follow.  This  year  has  been  the 
best  of  my  twenty  in  the  ministry ;  yet  I 
have  felt  more  keenly  many  ditbculties — 
among  which  have  been  the  want  of 
proper  rending  matter,  isolation,  siek- 
ness,  and  poverty.  "  But  none  of  theM 
things  move  me." 
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Rev,  O,  O.  Blahe,  PhiUipahurg, 

I.ABOB8     BLESSED. 

Since  my  last,  God  has  blessed  our 
libore.  At  Iowa  Uuion  a  great  work 
wu  done,  many  being  born  again  and 
lukewarm  Christians  revived.  Several 
hare  professed  love  to  Ood  since  the 
dose  of  the  meeting.  The  numerical  re- 
sult is  an  addition  of  twelve  members  and 
there  are  four  or  tive  more  who  wiA  soon 
nnite.  The  membership  now  is  twenty- 
fire,  which  is  doing  pretty  well  for  a 
dnirchaix  months  old.  We  had  a  good 
season  also  at  Phillipsburg,  resulting  in 
thirty-four  additions  to  the  different 
ohorcheSy  and  the  organization  of  a 
Congregational  church  of  ten  members. 
I  im  now  laboring  at  Kirwin,  with  Bap- 
tists and  Methodists  assisting,  and  hope 
for  good  there.  If  the  Lord  blesses  us 
with  a  favorable  summer,  I  think  that 
mnch  progress  can  be  made. 


foundation,  (such  as  are  hardest  to  over- 
come), have  been  settled,  and  all  are  uni- 
ted and  alive. 


IOWA. 


MINNESOTA. 
B^.  a  W.  Merrill,  Sprini/  VaU^, 

REVIVAL. 

Extra  services  commenced  in  the  week 
of  prayer  and  held  five  weeks.  We 
rested  three  weeks,  and  held  a  second 
series  for  four  weeks,  considerably 
broken  up  by  severe  weather.  I  had 
help  one  week  and  part  of  another. 
The  interest  in  our  church  commenced 
last  fall,  and  has  increased  steadily. 
Our  meetings  were  well  attended  all  the 
time,  often  crowded.  There  was  no  ex- 
citement but  a  steady,  deep  feeling,  some- 
times so  great  that  the  most  we  could  do 
WIS  to  sit  and  mdt  under  the  influence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  The  work  has  been 
mainly  among  adults— married  men  and 
women — ^most  of  them. 

Of  those  who  have  already  united  with 
OS— twenty- four  on  profession,  seven  by 
letter — are  one  of  our  leading  merchants 
tod  his  wife,  the  principal  of  our  school 
tod  his  wife,  two  physicians  and  their 
wires,  etc  The  church  is  in  as  good 
working  shape,  I  think,  as  I  ever  saw  one. 
IMfficiilties  of  years  standing  and  with  no 

2 


Rev,  A.  Lyman,  Kellogg. 

WHOLE  FAMILY  IN  CHRIST. 

For  twenty  years,  with  great  pleasure, 
I  often  and  regularly  addressed  you,  as 
one  of  your  missionaries.  I  should  love 
still  to  continue  those  relations  to  the 
Society,  did  my  situation  and  that  of  my 
family  permit.  I  still  hold  myself  ready 
to  blow  the  gospel  trumpet.  I  have  en- 
gaged in  school-house  preaching  in  the 
neijihborhood,  and  mean  to  continue  it 
if  Providence  permits. 

While  connected  with  the  Society,  we 
had  the  joy  of  seeing  several  of  our 
older  children  publicly  profess  tlieir 
faith  in  Christ.  About  one  year  since, 
the  three  younger  ones — the  youngest  in 
her  eighth  year — came  forward,  much  to 
our  joy,  and  added  themselves  to  the 
Lord.  So  we  have  for  a  year  had  the 
satisfaction  of  having  nil  our  children 
members  with  ua  of  the  church  of  Christ. 
Our  greatest  desire  in  respect  to  them  is 
that  they  should  be  the  sincere  children 
of  God  and  ever  "  walk  in  the  truth." 


WISCONSIN. 
lUii.  0.  8.  Smith,  Spring  Green. 

TIME   OF   REFUESHINO. 

The  waking  up  of  our  people  seems  al- 
most too  good  to  believe.  The  interest  be- 
gan in  the  union  gosixjl  meeting,  held  by 
Mr.  Bumell  and  Supt.  Miner,  in  Decem- 
ber. After  they  left,  the  Methodist 
brother  and  myself  carried  the  work  on  for 
two  weeks,  with  most  encouraging  results. 
In  that  short  time  aver  thirty  seemed 
hopefully  converted,  and  thel>est  of  feel- 
ing prevailed  among  the  church- members 
of  both  societies.  Our  great  work  was 
done  in  the  after  meeting.  Christians 
joining  with  the  ministers  in  personal 
work  with  the  impenitent,  giving  them  a 
hearty  shake  of  the  haod,  with  a  few 
words  of  exhortation,  encouragement,  or 
hell),   as  they  might  need,  sometimes  a 
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word  of  private  prayer.  The  meetings 
always  closed  in  an  informal  manner. 
Tlio  inquiry  meeting  closed  whenever  the 
people  chose  to  have  it ;  and  they  could 
go  home  whenever  they  pleased.  There 
was  no  form  of  working,  no  compulsion, 
no  excitement ;  but  simple,  plain  Chris 
tian  reasoning  and  work. 


MICHIGAN. 
Hev.  J.  Campbell^  Pinchney. 

NEW  LIFE. 

Our  village  has  received  a  portion  of 
the  shower  of  blessing.  We  held  union 
meetings  with  the  Methodist  church  for 
three  weeks,  afternoon  and  evening.  In 
company  with  their  pastor  I  visited 
every  house.  The  meetings  were  power- 
ful but  quiet,  and  deep  work  we  believe 
is  still  going  on.  About  forty  have  pro- 
fej?5ed  conversion.  We  have  added  thir- 
teen, eight  of  them  heads  of  families. 
Application  has  been  made  by  five  more 
married  persons.  The  church  had  had 
no  communion  season  for  years,  till  this 
month,  and  now  have  almost  doubled 
their  numlwre.  Our  addition  promises 
permanence,  and  includes  some  intelli- 
gent and  influential  families.  We  hope 
to  hear  of  a  good  seamd-hand  library^ 
and  will  then  move  for  a  Sunday -scliool. 
Can  you  tell  us  where  to  get  one  ?  We 
have  advertised,  but  get  no  reply. 


hurry  of  last  August  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  was  poured  out  richly  in  a  predoos 
revival  of  religion.  We  held  meetings 
morning  and  evening  for  five  weeks, 
and  I  never  saw  more  marked  demonstim- 
tions  of  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  in 
deep  convictions  of  sin,  in  subdning 
proud  hearts.  Some  of  the  converts  were 
skeptical  scoffers  at  religion  and  the 
Bible,  deriders  of  the  church  and  Chris- 
tains.  They  have  been  most  earnest  stu- 
dents of  the  Bible.  They  make  it  their 
constant  companion,  taking  it  to  their 
places  of  business,  to  all  religious  meet* 
ings,  and  to  my  study  for  explanation 
and  exposition.  For  the  past  two  years, 
I  have  preached /rof»  the  Bible  mainly  ex- 
pository discourses,  and  Sabbath  eve- 
nings have  often  held  ''Bible  readings,^^ 
in  which  the  whole  congregation  would 
engage,  Bible  in  hand. 

These  young  converts  seem  to  have  en- 
tered the  Christian  life  a  good  deal  above 
the  common  walk,  from  the  beginning 
working  C^hristians.  God  grant  that  they 
may  be  kept  humble ! 


ILLINOIS. 
Rev.  P,  A,  Beane,  ChandlerviUe, 

RESIGNATION. 

I  write  this  report  with  a  tinge  of  sad- 
ness, for  it  is  probably  the  last  which  I 
shall  ever  make  to  the  dear  Society  wliich 
I  so  much  love,  and  for  which  I  shall 
never  cease  to  pray  and  contribute.  I  have 
a  chronic  difficulty  in  the  head,  so  affect- 
ing my  hearing  as  to  unfit  me  Tor  pastoral 
work.  Yet  I  mean  never  to  cease  from 
preaching  the  precious  gospel,  as  long  as 
I  can  speak. 

BLESSED  NEWS. 

But  I  have  blessed  news  to  report  of 
God's  work  among  us !     In  the  heat  and 


TEXAS. 

Itet.  II.  M.  Daniels,  DoUom, 

GETTING  HOLD. 

My  first  report,  as  a  Home  Missionary, 
is  not  up  to  my  own  expectation  on  com- 
ing to  this  field  ;  but  it  is  a  beginning, 
with  a  little  progress  and  the  hope  of 
more.  There  is  no  prospect  of  rapid 
growth ;  but  if,  within  a  reasonable  time, 
we  could  erect  a  respectable  house  of 
worship,  the  ultimate  success  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  in  Dallas,  humanly 
speaking,  would  be  assured.  Every 
thing  here  is  looked  at  from  a  business 
point  of  view.  Money  is  the  main  thing 
the  people  are  after ;  and  any  new  thing, 
especially  if  it  be  of  Northern  origin, 
must  show  financial  strength,  to  com- 
mand respect. 

The  diffusion  of  the  principles  of  our 
polity  is  what  is  needed  here,  as  every- 
where at  the  South;  the  churches  that 
have  an  aristocratic  or  monarchic  form 
of  government  being  most  in  harmony 
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with  (ihe  prevailing  notions  of  order  and 
•ntbority.  Then  there  is  a  great  lack  of 
letl  Christian  life.  There  is  religious 
setl,  bat  it  seems  to  have  its  root  too 
much  in  the  spirit  of  rivalry,  or  some 
other  worldly  consideration.  The  really 
etmest)  devoted,  self-denying  followers 
of  Christ  appear  to  be  too  rare  among 
the  maltitude  of  church-members ;  while 
tiie  habits  of  many  of  the  people  are  very 
dnconraging  to  Christian  labor.  But 
tgsiiist  all  obstacles  we  have  made  some 
headway.  The  Congregational  Society 
hu  come    to    be    recognized    by    the 


churches  and  the  press,  as  one  of  the 
religious  organizations  of  the  city. 

Tlie  place  where  I  meet  perhaps  the 
heartiest  welcome,  and  get  the  liveliest 
sense  of  the  missionary  character  of  my 
work,  is  at  the  jail,  where  are  about  fifty 
men  and  boys  shut  up  in  four  iron  cages. 
A  gospel  song,  a  few  words  of  prayer,  a 
short,  pointed  address,  the  giving  of  a 
few  papers,  the  expression  of  interest  for 
their  welfare  by  word  and  look  and 
grasp  of  hand— tliis  is  a  means  of  grace 
to  me,  and  secures  an  invitation  to  come 
again. 


^ifittllixntcnfi. 


OUR  FIFTIETH  YEAR. 

[The  friends  of  the  Society  will  be  anx- 
ious to  leam  the  results  of  this  fiftieth 
year's  work,  and  we  anticipate  the  publi- 
eation  of  the  Annual  Report  submitted  to 
the  Society  on  the  10th  of  May,  so  far  as 
to  give  here  some  of  the  most  Rignificant 
itatistics  it  wiU  embody.  That  such  re- 
mits should  crown  the  labors  of  Buch  a  year, 
coold  hardly  have  been  hoped  for;  cer- 
tainly it  was  not  reasonable  to  confidently 
count  on  them.  We  are  sure  that  all  who 
have  aided,  by  gift  and  prayer,  to  bring 
them  about,  with  God's  blessing,  will  agree, 
with  us,  that  they  call  for  most  devout  and 
gnieful  acknowledgments  to  him.  While 
we  joyfully  reckon  up  these  proofs  of  his 
kmng  care  for  these  great  interests,  let 
OS  ^*be  thankful  unto  him  and  bless 
his  name  I  ''1 

Thk  numlKjr  of  ministers  of  the  gospel 
m  tlie  service  of  the  Society  in  33  differ- 
ent States  and  Territories,  has  been  979 ; 
of  whom  312  have  ministered  in  two  or 
three  congregations  each,  and  193  have 
extended  their  labors  over  still  wider 
fields.  The  number  of  congregations 
and  missionary  stations  supplied,in  whole 
or  in  part,  is  2,525.  The  aggregate  of 
ministerial  labor  performed  is  equal  to 
784  years.  The  number  of  pupils  in 
Sabbtth-schools  is  85,370.    Ninety-two 


churches  have  been  organized  by  the 
missionaries  during  the  year,  and  forty- 
one  have  become  self-supporting.  Fifty- 
five  houses  of  worship  have  been  com- 
pleted ;  128  repaired  and  20  others  are  in 
process  of  erection.  Two  hundred  and 
two  churches  report  revivals  of  religion ; 
and  500  missionaries  report  6,297  hope- 
ful conversions.  The  additions  to  the 
churches,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained, 
have  been  7,836,  viz. :  4,809  on  profes- 
sion, and  2,967  by  letter. 

The  Receipts  in  the  fiftieth  year  were 
$310,027.62;  the  Expenditures,  $309,- 
871.84;  the  balance  in  the  treasury, 
April  let,  was  $16,986.11. 

A  comparison  of  these  results  with  those 
of  the  forty-ninth  year  will  show  a  decided 
gain  in  nearly  every  important  item.  It 
will  be  seen  that : 

Tlie  number  of  missionaries  employed 
exceeds  by  twenty-seven  that  of  the  i)re- 
vious  year.  The  number  newly  comniis- 
sioned  is  greater  by  twenty-six;  the 
yeai-s  of  service  are  more  by  thiity- 
one;  302  more  stations  have  been 
supplied;  4,620  more  children  and 
youth  were  gathered  into  Sabbatb- 
schools  and  Bible-classes;  fifty-nine 
more  missionaries  make  mention  of 
revivals,  reporting  2,857  more  hopefu 
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converts;  1,475  more  have  been  added  to 
the  churches ;  of  these,  1,045  more  joined 
on  profession  of  faith ;  twenty-five  more 
churches  were  organized ;  eight  more  T)e- 
came  self -supporting ;  thirteen  more 
young  men  are  reported  as  preparing  for 
the  ministry.  The  receipts,  notwith- 
standing the  universal  depression  of  busi- 
ness, were  $1,130.80  in  advance  of  those 
of  the  forty-ninth  year,  which  were 
$14,330  larger  than  in  any  year  that  went 
before  it.  The  amount  of  legacies, 
though  large,  [$88,589.95]  was  $5,700 
less,  and  the  contributions  of  the  churches 
and  individuals  were  $6,837  more,  than 
in  the  i)reviou8  year.  The  expenditures 
were  greater  by  $13,081.19.;  and  the  gifts 
of  clothing,  books,  cash,  etc.,  through 
the  Society,  but  not  entering  into  its 
Treasurer's  account,  exceed  those  of  any 
former  year,  being  not  less  than  $72,000. 
Turning  from  these  results  of  a  single 
year  to  those  of  the  half-century,  now 
completed,  the  Report  will  show  that  the 
Society  has  gathered  and  administered 
the  sum  of  $7,621,071.16.  The  number 
of  laborers  bearing  its  commission  in  a 
single  year  has  increased  from  169  in 
1826,  to  979  in  1876 ;  its  yeariy  income 
from  $18,140.76  to  $310,027.62  in  cash 
receipts  to  its  treasury,  or  more  than 
$380,000,  if  we  include  also  other  supplies 
which  enter  into  the  support  of  the  mis- 
sionaries and  their  families.  The  fields 
occupied  have  correspondingly  increased 
from  190  to  2,525.  Under  its  direction, 
31,486  years  of  ministerial  service  have 
lieen  performed ;  the  glorious  gospel  of 
the  blessed  God  has  been  proclaimed  at 
uncounted  stations  in  forty-three  States 
and  Territories,  in  which  265,297  souls 
have  been  added  to  the  churches  receiv- 
ing its  aid ;  its  missionaries  have  organ- 
ized 3,739  churches ;  of  which  1,889  have 
come  to  self-support,  and  are  now  send- 
ing forth  their  branches  and  helping  to 
speed  Christ's  kingdom  at  home  and 
abroad. 

From  all  which,  may  not  the  friends  of 
Home  Missions  draw  lessons  of  patience 
and  faith,  and  motives  for  fuller  conse- 
cration and  more  courageons  enterprise  ? — 


New  and  costly  work  should  at  onoe  be 
entered  on  in  two  or  three  of  the  New  Ter- 
ritories. But  mmmer  is  just  before  na, 
with  its  usually  small  receipts  and  large 
outlay.  Are  our  patrons  ready  for  special 
efforts  for  this  opening  work,  or  must  it 
be  still  further  postponed?  We  wait 
for    answers  through  the  Treasury. 


A  PERSONAL  INTEREST. 

There  is  a  class  of  people — not  bad 
people,  either — who  seem  to  think  that 
Home  Missions  and  other  like  good 
causes  are  borne  along  on  the  wave  of  a 
sort  of  general  interest  of  the  community 
in  these  things.  Of  course  these  feel  no 
pressure  of  ^particular  personal  responsi- 
bility to  help  on  a  cause  that  "  will  go  of 
itself."  The  sooner  these  see  their  error, 
the  better— for  the  causes  that  need  help- 
ers, but  still  more  for  themselves.  There 
is  no  *'  general  interest "  in  anything  good 
that  is  not  the  aggregate  of  the  decidedly 
personal  interest  of  good  people.  The 
grand  successes  for  which  we  are  praising 
God  in  this  Jubilee  Year,  were  not 
brought  about  by  a  "  general  "  imper- 
sonal interest.  By  him  who  seeth  in  se- 
cret, if  not  by  us,  each  helpful  impulse 
can  be  traced  to  its  particular  source.  It 
may  have  been  in  some  Sabbath  service, 
where  prayer  and  hymn  and  sermon  filled 
the  heart  with  a  new  sense  of  its  debt  to 
God ;  in  some  shop,  factory,  counting- 
room,  where  prospered  industry  brought 
with  it  a  pressure  of  responsibility  for 
others'  welfare ;  in  some  circle  of  work- 
ing Christian  women,  by  love  of  the 
Master  moved  to  serve  him  in  his 
"  brethren ;  "  in  some  Sabbath-school  or 
home,  where  teachers  or  parents  taught 
children  and  youth  to  look  beyond  them- 
selves, to  "  lay  by  weekly,  as  God  pros- 
pered them,"  and  study  the  wisest  uses 
of  their  offerings ;  in  some  chamber  of 
sickness,  or  some  secret  closet,  where  the 
soul  and  its  Redeemer  came  into  closest 

contact]:  he  knows — for  he  unsealed  it 

the  spring  whence  flowed  the  influences 
that  brought  the  thousands  from  rich 
men's  coffers ;    the  **  two  mites  "  from 
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widows^  savings  fragrant  with  tears  and 
consecrating  prayer ;  from  the  accumula- 
tions of  those  vrho  have  gone  to  give  an 
sccoimt  of  their  stewardibip,  and  whose 
thoughtful  provision  has  so  borne  the 
Society  oyer  the  hard  places  of  the  lost 
two  years.  And  just  as  well  lie"  knows 
where  like  influences /a;7<M/  to  secure  like 
resaits — failed  of  awakening  anything 
more  than  that  vague  **  general "  interest, 
that  ncTer  did  or  will  move  forward  the 
best  of  causes  a  single  hair's  breadth. 

These  thoughts  have  so  forcible  illus- 
tration in  the  following  extract  from  a 
speech,  made — not  for  Home  Missions, 
bat  in  behalf  of  his  college— by  our 
esteemed  brother,  Dr.  Henry  Kendall, 
Secretary  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Home  Missions,  that  we  beg  to  commend 
it  to  our  readers ;  specially  to  any  who 
may  be  resting  in  the  idea  that  the  Home 
Missionary  cause  is  so  good,  so  obviously 
esaential  to  the  country's  salvation,  that 
it  will  '^  go  of  itself."    He  says : 

"  I  onoe  had  a  parishioner  broken  down 
\fj  the  palsy  and  the  weight  of  years,  for 
he  was  more  than  ninety  when  I  first  knew 
him.  HIb  mental  faculties  were  greatly 
impaired  and  his  memory  nearly  gone. 
But  what  he  did  yet  remember  best,  was 
the  caose  of  Christ.  The  Home  Missionary 
Society,  to  which  he  had  long  been  a  con- 
tributor, being  at  about  that  time  sorely 
pressed  with  debt,  sent  out  a  lithographic 
einrolar  appealing  for  aid  to  its  friends  and 
patrons  in  every  part  of  the  country.  One 
fell  into  his  hands,  and  he  gave  himself 
aod  his  friends  no  rest  till  they  had  found 
some  (me  going  directly  to  New  York,  by 
whom  he  could  send  his  donation.  When 
hia  family  tried  to  pacify  him  and  quiet  him 
in  his  haste,  his  reply  was :  ^'  The  Society 
yi  in  Tu-ed  of  money  !  they  Juite  neat  me  a 
Utter  !  "  not  doubting  in  the  sweet  simplic- 
ity of  his  ''  second  chUdhood ''  that  the  |25 
be  bad  ready  to  send  would  work  a  speedy 
lelief .  He  took  a  personal  interest  in  that 
Society ;  it  was  his  agency  for  evangelizing 
this  country ;  his  honor  was  at  stake  if  the 
misnonaries  did  not  receive  their  dues. 
He  bore  that  Society  on  bis  heart.  He  felt 
a  personal  responsibility  for  its  welfare  and 


Bat  for  this  man  and  others  of  like 
spirit,  whom  God  has  inspired  with  a 
seoae  of  **peraon<U  responsibility  for  the 
Sodety'8  welfare  and  success,"  how  dark 


had  been  its  year  of  Jubilee  !  Shall  such 
friends  be  multiplied  by  thousands,  in 
the  years  to  come  ?  And  shall  your  name, 
reader,  be  among  them  ?  Will  you  enroll 
it  there,  to-day  ? 

YOKING  CHURCHES. 

Ske  how  it  works  in  Illinois,  and  the 
illustration  that  **  comity  "  is  gaining  by 
it.  At  Harvard  Junction,  where  the 
Congregational  church  was  many  years 
the  senior,  it  has  united  with  the  Presby- 
terian, in  the  house  of  the  latter,  to  sus- 
tain a  Congregational  minister,  Rev- 
William  W.  Rose,  whom  neither  church 
alone  could  have  secured.  And  this 
saves  all  missionary  aid.  At  Monee, 
the  Congregational  church  takes  the 
Presbyterian  minister  from  Will,  half  the 
time,  and  goes  without  aid.  At  Albany, 
the  two  churches  of  cognate  faith  unite 
as  one  congregation,  and  take  the  service 
of  the  Presbyterian  minister  of  Garden 
Prairie  for  half  the  time.  At  New  Ber- 
lin and  at  Delaware,  the  Congregational 
church  consorts  with  the  local  Presbyte- 
rian church  under  a  Presbyterian  minis- 
ter, and  so  is  self-supporting. 

Itgic^s  a  ju  mister  more  hreadth  of  field. 
For  several  ycai*s.  Rev.  xV.  Harper  has 
served  the  two  Congregational  churches 
at  Port  Byron  and  Hampton,  with  an  out- 
station.  These  churches  have  thrived  in 
every  respect.  In  Association,  the  pastor 
grows  enthusiastic  over  the  arrangement, 
on  his  own  behalf,  as  it  gives  him  so 
many  more  people  to  work  upon.  The 
same  is  true  in  many  other  similar  cases. 

It])romoU'ii  church-fellaioshipf  oftentimes. 
The  churches  of  Sheffield  and  Buda, 
having  had  such  an  arrangement  for 
three  years,  were  so  well  pleased  with  it 
that  they  have  recently  called  Rev.  G. 
W.  Colman  on  a  salary  of  $1,300. 
Neither  could  go  alone  without  aid. 
Now  they  get  such  a  minister  as  neither 
would  expect  to  secure  alone.  At  the 
recent  meeting  of  their  Associatirm,  in 
Sheffield,  quite  a  delegation  came  over 
from  Buda,  and  the  brethren  said :  "  We 
feel  the  more  interest  in  one  another :  we 
feel  as  though  we  were  but  one  church." 
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It  saves  missionary  aid.  Besides  the 
pairs  named  aboTe,  the  following  coup- 
les also,  by  going  together,  are  self-sup- 
porting: Bloomingdale  and  Prospect 
Park ;  Stillman  Valley  and  New  Mil- 
ford  ;  Victoria  and  Altona ;  3Iorton  and 
Tremont — a  happy  arrangement,  pursued 
for  ten  years,  under  the  pastorate  of 
Rev.  Geo.  L.  Rol^rts :  Clement  and  San- 
doval ;  New  Windsor  and  Rio ;  Wayne 
Station  and  Wayne  Centre ;  Atkinson 
and  Anna  wan.  In  the  State  a  half-dozen 
missionary  pastors  have  each  two  or  more 
churches,  and  so  save  in  the  amount  of 
aid  that  would  otlierwise  be  needed. 
Providence  and  Wyanet,  also  Park  Ridge 
and  Des  Plaines^  are  now  moving  to  be 
thus  associated  and  to  be  independent — 
as  well  as  to  secure  an  abler  minister  than 
they  otherwise  could.  On  the  Chicago 
Division  of  the  Illinois  Central,  the  local 
missionary  authorities  have  been  trying 
for  two  or  three  years  to  yoke  up  two  or 
three  more  pairs  of  churches.  The  pros- 
pect is  now  encouraging. 

More  aiid  more  this  must  he  done.  Es- 
pecially is  this  true  of  the  older  West, 
where  many  of  the  churches  are  dread- 
fully depleted  by  emigration  westward, 
while  the  masses  of  these  members  who 
go  along  to  the  frontier  need  there  for  a 
time  a  repetition  of  the  supplemental 
help. 

Some  of  the  ablest  churches  are  voting 
to  dispense  with  the  second  sermon. 
Those  of  Evanston  and  Oak  Park  have 
done  so ;  others  are  considering  the  meas- 
ure. If  these  think  they  can  thrive  best 
on  one  sermon  a  Sunday,  may  not  the 
feeble  churches  do  as  well  on  such  ra- 
tions ? 

lliere  are  difficulties.  If  you  would 
yoke  or  fuse  tyvo  churches  of  different 
polity  in  the  same  place,  just  there  is 
where  the  local  irritation  confronts  your 
theory.  If  you  would  yoke  two  churches 
of  the  same  polity  in  contiguous  places, 
the  towns  may  be  rivals ;  each  church 
may  demand  the  morning  service;  or 
each  may  insist  upon  the  residence  of 
the  pastor  in  its  locality  ;  one  slips  the 
yoke  and  leaves  the  other  to  shift  for 


itself ;  and  then  both  are  again  in  trouble. 
But  patience  and  perseverance  toiU  vsin. 
It  must  be  done  more  and  more,  or  our 
share  of  the  the  home  evangelizing 
scheme  will  fall  behind  its  eminent  op- 
portunity. 

J.  E.  R 

Illinoib. 


PUSH   THINGS. 

In  religious,  as  in  military  matters, 
boldness  and  determination  in  special 
effort,  at  appropriate  times,  are  important 
elements  of  success.  God's  rights  are  to 
be  firmly  asserted,  against  usurping  men. 
The  iteration  of  his  claims  in  connection 
with  a  fearless  exposure  of  the  sins  of 
men,  will  assuredly  make  it  evident  that 
God's  Word  is  sharper  than  a  sword,  a 
discerner,  also  a  judge,  in  a  court  where 
there  is  no  appeal.  The  continuous  dec- 
laration of  God's  judgments,  sends  a 
chill  of  terror  through  the  startled  con- 
science. 

All  heathen  altars  tell,  with  an  empha- 
sis, that  the  natural  man  is  afraid  of 
God.  Conscience  knows  the  reason  why. 
I  We  ourselves  have  known  \U  The  thous- 
ands of  **  backsliders,"  so  called,  a  mis- 
named multitude,  so  abundant  in  the 
South  and  West,  all  tell  the  same  thing. 
They  sought  salvation  because  they  were 
afraid  of  sin.  They  must  be  put  in  fear 
again.    , 

The  pastor  who  cannot  comprehend 
"  the  situation,"  and  by  special,  deliber- 
ate, formal  invasion  of  the  world's  tran- 
quillity and  self-complacence,  with  the 
power  of  an  immanent  God  in  the  truth 
he  utters,  should  seek  re-enforcement. 
He  should  join  others  with  him.  He 
should  array  himself  with  the  church, 
clothe  himself  with  the  witnessing  prov- 
idence of  God,  and  become  endued  with 
the  subtle  power  from  on  high,  making 
him  strong  in  the  Lord.  Yet,  candor  and 
brotherly  love  should  modulate  his  tone. 
His  goodness  and  severity  with  himself 
in  secret,  and  then  first  and  chiefly,  in 
kindly  face-to-facc  encounter  in  a  per- 
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loiuil  conversation,  in  the  man^s  own 
home,  or  place  of  buBincss,  should  pre- 
pire  him  for  his  embassy  in  the  sanctuary, 
vith  Qod^s  imperial  truth.  It  is  an  ob- 
durate heart,  and  he  is  to  conquer  it.  It  is 
God's  prodigal  children,  Gk)d*s  lost  silver, 
that  he  is  to  retake  and  restore. 

The  "  funny  preacher,"  and  the  "  smart 
man  ^  cannot  do  it.  These  form  no  part 
of  the  army  of  invcuian  and  conquent. 

M.  K.  W. 

Illoiob. 


"  DIVIDENDS. 


»t 


Eastern  capitalists  are  investing  in 
western  lands  and  other  securities.  All 
such  look  for  dividends.  Fifty  dollars 
ctme  from  a  church  in  Vermont  to  aid  a 
little  church  on  the  frontier  in  sheathing 
its  log  house  of  worship,  without  which 
it  could  not  haye  been  used  at  all  in  win- 
ter. On  tlie  day  of  dedication  an  infidel 
▼as  "  pricked  in  the  heart."  Ho  and 
eleven  others  were  added  to  that  little 
church.  These  twelve  souls  for  fifty 
dollars — are  the  dividends  declared  in 
favor  of  that  Vermont  church. 

Recently,  the  Lord  has  put  it  into  the 
heart  of  A.  8.  Barnes,  Esq.,  of  New  York, 
to  present  fifty  copies  of  the  life  of  Presi- 
dent Finney  to  the  fifty  Home  Missiona- 
ries of  3Iinnesota.  Letters  of  heartfelt 
gratitude  have  for  weeks  been  coming 
to  the  writer  as  dividends  declared  in 
favor  of  the  donor.  Other  dividends,  in 
tools  saved,  we  believe  will  be  coming  in, 
during  the  months  and  years  to  come. 
Here  is  one  of  the  missionary  letters  : 

L.  H.  C. 


<( 


We  do  praise  the  Lord  that  he  has 
pot  it  into  your  heart  to  do  such  a  good 
work  as  sending  to  us.  Home  Missionaries, 
the  life  of  President  Finney.  It  it  ill  do 
ffood.  That,  with  Patton  on  Prayer, 
needs  to  be  in  the  hands  of  every  Chris- 
tian. They  show  us  where  we  have 
^ed,  and  how  we  may  hope  to  be  suc- 
oenfuL 
",We  came  to  this  field  twenty-one  years 


ago.    There  were  only  a  few  log-houses, 
and   not  one   Christian  American  man. 
Tliey  wanted  a  minister  to  live  here  to 
make  their   village-lots  sell ;    but  they 
were  ungodly  men,  and  are,  to  this  day, 
and    have    always    been    a   great    hin- 
drance to  all  evangelical  work.     We  put 
up,  sixteen  years  ago,  our  little  chapel, 
with  the  influence  of  the  town  proprie- 
tors against  us.     We   held   ourselves  as 
stewards  of  the  Lord,  and  when  a  friend 
sent  us  $200,  to  make  our  home  comfort- 
able, (we  then  had  six  dollaiV  worth  of 
furniture),  we  put  the  $200  all  into  the 
chapel;  for  this  promise   was  giv<'n  us, 
*  Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and 
his  righteousness,  and  all   these  things 
shall  be  added  unto  you.'     *For  your 
heavenly  Father  JcnowHh  that   ye   have 
need  of  all  these  things,'*     It   seems  now 
that  we  have  only  to  express  our  wish, 
as  we  had  for  the  *Life  of  Finney '  and 
the  wish  is  gratified.     But  you  ask :   *  Is 
your  library  filled  with  books  and  your 
home  with  comforts?*  Oh,  no  I    But  our 
Father  has   taught   us  to  have  no  will 
but  his  will ;  therefore,  what  he  is  wil- 
ling to  bestow  uj>()n  us,  he  gives  us  the 
desire   to  ask  for;  and  we  arc  sati.sfied 
with  what  he  chooses  to  bestow,  believing 
he  will  give  what  is  fo^  our  good. 

**Wc  have  seen  years  of  hard  work 
and  little  to  encourage,  and  then  we  have 
seen  a  few  years  of  prosperity  and 
growth,  and  souls  converted;  but  the 
larger  part  of  the  Christian  portion  of 
the  community  has  moved  away,  and  our 
church  is  shorn  of  human  strength.  Yet 
there  are  many  hundreds  here  who  have 
not  accepti^d  the  Savior.  For  more  than 
a  year  we  have  been  agonizing  with  God 
for  these  people.  We  now  have  the 
assurance  that  wc  have  been  heard,  and 
we  are  expecting  a  great  blessing.  We 
do  believe  God's  name  is  to  be  magnified 
here,  and  we  think  vour  book  has  come 
just  in  season.  We  shall  read  it  and  loan 
it.  Accept  our  heartiest  thanks.  God's 
blessing  is  yours.'' 

3fiinrE80TA. 
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A  SUPERINTENDENT'S 
REPORT. 

AriiiL  1st,  1876. -rl  greet  this  day  as 
the  soldier  welcomes  the  end  of  a  cam- 
paign. The  missionary,  and  the  superin- 
tendent as  well,  has  reason  to  dread  the 
winter.  Cold  rooms,  scant  fare,  hard 
work,  bleak  winds — wliat  a  condition 
from  which  to  look  forth  to  a  land  where 

**  Everlasting  spring  abides ;  " 
where  **  neither  can  they  die  any  more  ; 
for  tlieyare  equal  unto  the  angels,  and 
are  the  children  of  God,  being  the  child- 
ren of  the  resurrection.    Luke,  xx,  36.   .  . 
Among  the  seven  revival  meeting  in 
which  I  have  taken  part,  in  these  last 
three  months,  was  one  in  the  town  of  V. 
The  missionary  had  undertaken  an  aban- 
doned field.  I  feared  he  had  not  had  cour- 
age enough  in  personal  work,  and  in 
going  from  house  to  house.     Constitu- 
tionally timid,  not  well-fed,  or  clothed, 
he  has  had  a  sorry  time  of  it.     Said  he, 
"  In  seven  years  on  the  frontier,  I  have 
never  suffered  in  destitution  as  I  have 
these  last  two    years    here."     I    found 
him  wearing  overshoes  to  keep  his  feet  in 
his   boots.     An  overcoat,  sent  in  a  "  mis- 
sionary box,"  met  a  dire  necessity  in  his 
case.     A  sharp  cough  indicated  severe 
bronchial  irritation,  which  threatens  to  be 
permanent.     Out  of  his  meagre  store  he 
was    assisting  a  son  and   daughter  at 
school — the  children  boarding  themselves 
— the  daughter  preparing  for  the  foreign 
missionary  field.     In  the  progress  of  the 
meeting,  as  one  and  another  arose  to 
express  a  purpose  to  serve  Christ,  and 
among  them  two  sons  of  the  missionary, 
liis  sincere  "  Thank  God ! "  expressed  at 
once  peace  and  joy. 

The  missionary  at  W.,  after  three 
months  of  labor,  would  have  been  com- 
pelled to  leave,  but  for  $100  aid  granted. 
His  final  report,  at  the  year's  close,  is : 
**  ninety-five  discourses  preached;  eighty 
visits  made  to  families,"  (a  sparsely  set- 
tled farming  district)  *'  mostly  on  foot. 
In  fact,  nearly  all  my  travel  during  the 
year  was  made  in  that  way,  through  mud 
and  rain.    Eighteen  to  twenty  conver- 


sions at  the  station,  four  miles  out,  with 
prospect  of  a  church  organization  there 
soon.  My  salary  will  foot  up,  when  all 
paid,  $450." 

The  young  man  at  H.,  recently  from 
his  New  England  home,  has  heard  of  a 
missionary  who  doubled  the  membership 
of  his  church  the  first  year,  chiefly  by 
conversions,  and  is  himself  pui*posing  to 
do  the  same  thing.  Tlie  last  three  months 
have  added  eighteen.  "  We  are  prosper- 
ing quietly  and  surely,"  he  says,  "  with 
God's  help  we  hope  for  great  things  in 
the  near  future.  Our  membership  is 
gaining  slowly.  A  newly  married  couple 
were  received  to-day,  taking  a  firm  stand 
on  the  Lord's  side.  We  are  **  sharp- 
shooting  "  now,  and  gaining  such  as  an 
frequently  despaired  of ;  people  who  are 
not  often  reached  in  the  revival  meetings, 
but  who  are  apt  to  make  strong  Chris- 
tians when  they  start.  We  are  praying 
and  working  for  three  or  four  more 
couples,  just  like  this  last." 

Some  of  the  very  blessed  results 
achieved  in  this  district  in  other  than 
missionary  churches,  are  traceable  to  the 
agency  of  the  American  Home  Mission- 
ary Society.  The  stimulus,  encourage- 
ment, and  the  personal  aid  given,  in 
special  revival  work,  have  excited  emu- 
lous zeal,  have  secured  co-operation  in 
labor,  and  many  happy  conversions  in 
self-sustaining  churches  and  out-dis- 
tricts, which  make  no  report  through 
missionaries  or  superintendents.  Would 
that  the  patrons  of  this  Society  knew 
how  their  charity,  in  such  ways  as  these, 
enlarges,  gladdens  and  blesses  God*s 
heritage  on  earth,  adding  to  his  jewels 
in  the  eternal  kingdom  !         M.  K.  W. 


HOW  TO  REACH  THE  WABASH. 

By  Rev.  Josefu  E.  Roy,  D.D. 

Recently  I  had  the  pleasure  of  spend- 
ing the  evening  with  the  veteran  Home 
Missionary,  Prof.  Edward  O.  Hovey,  of 
Wabash  College,  Indiana,  and  of  hear- 
ing his  story  of  coming  West,  in  1881. 
"  Dr.  Absalom  Peters  came  up  from  New 
York  to  Andover  to  get  men," — so  the 
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story  began,  and  that  is  the  way  they  al- 
most all  begin:  **Dr.  Peters,  or  Dr. 
Badger,  came  up  to  Andover,"  "Yes, 
I'll  go :  where  will  you  send  me  ?"  quoth 
the  theologue.  "  Til  send  you  to  Sault  St. 
Marie.'^  "  That's  too  far  north  for  my 
health."  "  Then  I  will  send  you  to  Fort 
Wayne."  "Where's  that?"  "On  the 
Miami,  near  tlie  head  waters  of  the  "Wa- 
bash." "  ril  go." 

Then  there  is   a    journey  to   Padan- 
iram  to  gain  the  companion,   who  yet 
abides  by  his  side.     Then  a  trip   by  the 
new  and  popular  route,    ths   canal,   to 
Buffalo.    Here  a  message  from  Dr.  Peters 
informs  him  that  anoflier  man  has  gone 
in  at  Fort  Wayne,  and  that  he  will  have  to 
go  still  farther  into  the  wilderness  of  the 
upper  Wabash.  Asking  a  forwarding  mer- 
chant how  to  get  there,  he  is  told  :  ^ '  Here 
are  some  goods  marked  for  that  region ; 
I  don't  know  hato  they  will  get  through  ; 
but  you  follow  them."     So  the   young 
husband  sets  his  eyes  upon  the  merchan- 
dise, as  a  sort  of  supercargo.     Arrived  at 
Detroit,  what  next?  Why,  cross  the  head 
of  Lake  Erie  by  a  little  boat  to  Maumee 
City — no  Toledo  then.    Here  the  Maumee 
is  crossed  in  an  Indian  canoe — a  dc4ay 
of  days.    The  goods  start  by  ox-teams 
for  the  rapids  of  the  Maumee,  and  the  pas- 
sengers, ditto.    Then  passage  is  taken  on 
.the  river  by  pirogue,  a  keel-boat  propel- 
led by  poles  in  the  hands  of  Frenchmen. 
Look  in  upon  this  bndal  party.     The 
cabin  is  six  feet  long  and  four  feet  M{j1i. 
And  how  long  will  this  "  middle  pass- 
age"   last,   in  this  November  weather, 
with  no  heating  arrangement  inside  ?  Up 
stream,  up  stream  it  is,  until  eleven  days 
are  worn  away.    To-day  it   is   only   a 
three-hours   run.     Now  then  for  the  Wa- 
bash.   It  is  fourteen  miles  to  the  head- 
waters of  navagation   for   the  pirogue. 
The  only  chance  is  a  ride  upon  the  top 
of  the  goods,  hauled  by  two  yoke  of 
oxen.    It  is  a  two-days'  trip    through 
the  mud,  with  one  sloughing,  the  pass- 
engers footing  it  through  the  morass.  On 
board  the    vessel,    and    down    stream. 
Hold*    wedged  in  between  the  rocks. 
Men  get  in  the  water  and  pry  away  the 


obstacles.  On,  it  is ;  and  Saturday  night 
has  come.  No  place  to  stay,  and  no  way 
to  go  on,  if  this  boat  is  left.  And  so  the 
Puritan  conscience  succumbs  with  the  ex- 
pect reaching  missionary  Post  at 
Logansport,  in  time  for  Sunday  ser\ice. 
But  the  boat  strikes  again,  wheels  around 
across  the  stream  and  lodges  fast,  beyond 
release,  except  by  lightening.  And  so 
the  men  wade  out,  go  on  to  "  Logan," 
get  teams,  come  back,  load  up  the  goods, 
and  pile  the  passengers  on  top.  Thus 
they  reach  the  place  in  time  for  evening 
worship,  and  for  a  royal  welcome  by  the 
bachelor  missionary. 

Two  years  before,  this  outpost  pio- 
neer comiug  from  the  same  Andover, 
via  the  Ohio  River,  and  leaving  it  at 
Madison,  reached  the  upper  Wabash, 
after  nine  Jays  of  his  first  experience  of 
horseback  riding,  in  mid- winter,  "  over 
roads,  which  were  almost  a  continual 
morass,  with  long  weary  miles  of  a  deep 
half-liquid  compound  of  earth,  water, 
snow,  and  ice,  with  swimming  horse 
through  full  angry  currents."  And  one 
year  after  the  bridal  tour  sketched  above, 
he  made  auotlicr,  over  the  same  route, 
and  by  the  same  conveyances,  four  Sab- 
baths on  the  way,  and  two  of  them  on 
the  Maumee,  the  migration  on  and  along 
that  river  being  by  French  horse-cart, 
ox-wagon  and  pirogue.  After  a  week's 
delay  at  Fort  Wayne,  for  lack  of  con- 
veyance, "  We  came  the  last  forty  miles 
down  the  Wabash  to  our  home,  again  by 
pirogue,  the  bridegroom  being  the  boat- 
man, and  lifting  the  craft,  a  large  canoe, 
partly  by  night,  from  rocks  and  fish- 
dams."  And  yet,  the  veteran,  Rev.  M. 
M.  Post,  D.  D.,  one  of  the  fathers  of 
Wabash  College — himself  the  father  of 
many  other  good  things  in  all  that  re- 
gion— with  four  sons  in  the  ministry  and 
one  a  foreign  missionary,  abiding  still 
in  the  home  of  that  first  settlement,  in 
his  historical  sermon,  speaks  of  these 
things  as  "little  adventures  and  slight 
reminiscences."  He  that  will  lose  his 
life  shall  save  it.  These  two  young  men 
losing  themselves  and  their  wives  in  the 
the  wild  woods  of  Indiana,  have  made 
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ft  mnrk  ugraii  their  tinic,  and  a  tiftme  for  i 
their  children  to  be  proud  of;  such  . 
thej  could  nut  liave  left  if  the;  liadj 
■ought  to  suve  their  ease  in  eonie  other 
line  of  life  work. 


THE  LIFE  THAT  PAYS. 
Scores  of    students  aluut  to  finish 

their  course  in  the  theological  seminary  ! 
are  easting  ai>out  for  a  field.  It  will  l)e  I 
Btrange  if  a  ccrlaiu  individual  n'liu  tried 
to  help  our  niolhcr  Eve  does  not  offer  liia  I 
aerviccs  to  those  brethren.  lie  will  tell 
tlieni  they  hove  very  promising  talents;! 
they  must  not  throw  Ihese  tulcnts  away 
on  any  "  small  field."  Well ;  every  man, 
old  or  young,  is  sacredly  bounil  to  put 
all  his  talents  to  thevery  beat  use.  Some 
are  fitted  for  a  large  city  church,  and  no 
other.  But  the  difference  in  places  is 
not,  after  all,  what  it  aecma.  Nor  is  the 
filling  of  a  BO'Catled  "lai^  pincc"  an; 
necessary  test  of  a  man's  real  ability  or 
worth.  There  are  men  on  our  frontier 
whose  crown  of  glory  many  a  man  whose 
name  wns  often  on  the  lips  of  admirers 
would  be  glad  to  Iioitow  for  our  Kind's 
coronation  day.  To  fill  the  place  and  do 
tl>e  work  appointed  us  of  Ood,  this  is 
life's  great  end. 

In  the  summer  of  1838,  a  young  man, 
horn  in  Wealliersfidd,  Vt.,  Iiaving  com- 
pleted his  college  course  at  Dartmouth, 
made  his  way  to  Andover  Theological 
Seminary.  Three  full  years  would  have 
been  spent  in  preparatory  study  for  the 
ministry  hud  not  the  tedious  "conven- 
iences of  travel"  obliged  the  young 
man  to  leave  at  Ibe  beginning  of  the  last 
term  for  La  Pointe,  near  wljcre  Bayfield 
now  is,  on  Lake  Superior.  Pullman 
probably  was  nut  bom  then.  If  he  l)ud 
been,  liis  palace  cars  would  have  stood 
in  strange  contrast  to  the  solitary  stean: 
rig  that  ran  from  Quincy  to  Boston,  draw- 
ing stores  for  Bunker  Hill  monument. 
Our  niissiouary  and  his  wife  rode  in  no 
such  gran<l  style,  nor  in  any  sueh  haste 
as  we  ride  now.  Twenty-two  ycare  they 
gave  to  stead;  toil  for  Jeaus  and  the  good 


of  souls  at  La  Pointe,  the  record  ol 
13  laid  up  in  archives  that  can  nevi 
Leaving  there,  this  man,  with  t 
af  his  youth,  followed  the  star 
pire  westward  to  Crow  Wing  Ag 
Iho  great  Northwest  Territory. 
one  and  a  half  yeats  there;  {was  th 
tiling  about  Indian  agencies  th 
»uch  men  could  not  bear !).  O 
iiunary  next  pitches  his  tent  and 
«  sliiiuty  at  Sunk  Rapids,  on  the 
iip|ji  river,  seventy  miles  above  tl 
of  St.  Anthony.  There  he  bui 
home  and  preaches  to  the  peop 
gathers  a  church,  secures  the  crci 
a  house  of  worship — and  then  wh 
to  some  city  church  1  Not  lie 
people  to  which  he  came  twe 
years  ago  next  autumn,  and  whi 
bim  all  tlie^bettur  as  the  years  wi 
that  same  people,  or  their  childr 
to  their  beloved  pastor  a  genu 
pri^e  visit  on  the  30th  of  April 
Tflth  birtiiday.  The  writer  hci 
preach  an  unwritten,  clear,  point 
pel  sennon,  on  the  7lh  of  May. 
man's  heart  is  still  warm,  and  1 
clear.  Ilis  people  love  him  aut 
in  him.  They  have  put  the 
schools  in  his  hands,  have  mi 
Judge  of  Probate,  all  Ijccausi 
genuine  worth.  Sic  ittir  ad  astr 
e  way  to  glory. 


FAIR    FREEDOM'S  LA 


By  J.  B.  Bankis,  D.D 


O  land  of  all  eai-th's  lauds  the  1 
Fair  Ficcdom's  empire  in  the 

From  rising  to  the  setting  sun, 
All  nations  here  unite  m  one. 

Chorus:     Fair  Freedom's   Ian 

Freedom's  land, 
Begirt  with  might,  long  may  i 
And  may  iicr  realm  Christ's  kin 
From  lake  to  gulf,  from  sea 
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Oar  fathers  c&me  as  exiles  here, 
They  saw  our  daj  with  vision  clear ; 

Despised  at  home,  the  comer-stones 
Which  God,the  nation's  Builder,  owns. 


Shall  we,  the  sons  of  Pilgrim  sires. 
Neglect  to  kindle  fresh  the  fires, 

Thej  lighted  on  the  Atlantic  coast. 
Which  make  our  land  of  lands  the  boast? 


Ah  no  I  by  faith,  Chrisf  s  standard  goes 
Beyond  Sierra's  distant  snows, 

To  where  Pacific's  waters  lie 
Beneath  the  golden  sunset  sky. 


Ah  no !  by  faith,  this  land  I  see, 
In  Christ's  own  freedom,  doubly  free ; 

From  North  to  South,  from  East  to  West 
Beneath  His  gentle  sceptre  blest  I 
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Chorus  ;   Fair  Freedom's  land.  Fair 
Freedom's  land. 
Begirt  with  might,  long  may  she  stand; 
And  may  her  realm  Christ*s  kingdom  be, 
From  lake  to  gulf,  from  sea  to  sea. 
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American  Congregational  Union. 

Bev.  Rat  Palhkr,  D.D.,  Sec.,  69  Bible 

House,  New  York. 
RcT.  Christophbr  CtrsHTNQ,  D.D.,  Sec, 

20  Congregational  House,  Boston. 
N.  A  Calkins,  Treas.,  69  Bible  House, 

New  York. 

It  speaks  well  for  the  Christian  stability, 
zeal  and  energy  of  the  Congregational 
churches  that  those  of  the  benevolent 
societies  which  have  just  held  their  an- 
nual meetings,  have  had  so  little  falling 
off,  if  any,  in  their  last  year's  receipts. 
The  protracted  stagnation  of  business 
and  derangement  of  finances  have  been 
felt  eveiy where  and  among  all  classes. 
People  who  have  in  past  years  been  in 
more  than  comfortable  circumstances, 
have  this  year  been  obliged  to  practise  se- 
vere economy  and  self-denial,  in  order  to 
muDtain  the  balance  between  income  and 
expenditure.  Yet  it  is  evident  that 
very  generally  they  have  still  sent  forward 
their  gifts  to  the  treasury  of  Christ. 
They  have  not  regarded  this  as  the  point 
at  which  to  begin  to  curtail  their  expendi- 
tures. 

Is  it  not  simple  justice  to  see  in  this 
the  evidence  that  the  laborious  efforts  of 
years  to  educate  the  Christian  conscience 
in  our  churches  and  to  awaken  the  sense 
of  obligation  to  live  for  the  advancement 


of  Christ's  kingdom,  have  been  in  some 
good  degree  successful  ?  It  may  Ik?  com- 
paratively easy,  when  the  full  tide  of 
prosperity  is  flowing,  to  persuade  people 
of  average  generosity  to  give  somewhat 
freely  for  Christian  work.  But  it  is  only 
on  those  who  have  come  to  feel  that  they 
owe  all  that  makes  their  existence  a 
blessing,  to  Christ  their  Lord  and  Re- 
deemer ;  and  have  learned  to  act  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Christian  cause,  not  from  mo- 
mentary impulse,  but  from  fixed  princi- 
ple and  intelligent  and  steady  puri)ose, 
that  those  who  have  the  heavy  responsi- 
bility of  administering  the  great  l>enevo- 
lent  agencies  can  confidently  rely  in  the 
periodical  seasons  of  financial  distress. 
Love  to  the  Savior,  rightly  instructed,  is 
an  abidingforce  in  Christian  hearts,  and 
can  safely  be  depended  on  to  furnish  the 
means  for  the  carrying  forward  of  his 
cause,  unless  the  ability  to  do  this  is  ab- 
solutely gone.  Every  new  season  of 
trial  illustrates  this  afresh. 

During  the  last  few  months  very  many 
of  our  churches  have  enjoyed  times  of 
refreshing  from  the  i)resence  of  the  Lord  ; 
the  result  of  which  has  been  the  addition 
of  tens  of  thousands  to  the  ranks  of  dis- 
cipleship.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  themselves  and  to  the  churches  with 
which  they  become  connected,  that  these 
new  members  be    thoroughly  inspired 
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from  the  first  with  the  spirit  of  Christian 
work  and  self-denying  liberality.  Let  it 
be  impressed  on  them  from  the  outset, 
that  they  are  to  add  to  the  church  of 
Christ  so  many  more  praying  and  work- 
ing and  giving  men  and  women,  by  whom 
it  may  reasonably  be  expected  a  new  im- 
pulse will  be  imparted  to  the  great  Chris- 
tian agencies  during  the  coming  year. 
We  doubt  not  the  pastors  will  look  to 
this,  and  trust  that  the  best  results  will 
soon  appear. 

In  entering  on  another  year,  with 
thanksgivings  for  the  past,  the  Trustees 
and  the  executive  officers  of  the  Congre- 
gational Union  rely  with  confidence  on 
the  continued  interest  of  the  pastors  and 
churches  in  their  work,  especially  in 
the  particular  work  of  building  Chris- 
tian sanctuaries ;  and  we  propose  to  do 
all  that  the  liberality  of  the  churches 
will  give  us  the  means  of  doing,  with  re- 
newed energy  and  faith.  It  is  a  great  en- 
couragement to  find  that  the  number  of 
churches  contributing  regularly  to  our 
treasury  has  steadily  increased,  even  dur- 
ing the  past  three  years  of  straitened 
finances.  It  leads  us  to  anticipate  that 
when  more  prosperous  days  return,  so  that 
the  contributions  from  each  church  shall 
be  larger,  the  total  receipts  of  the  treas- 
ury may  be  equal  to  the  real  necessities 
of  the  churches  appealing  for  aid.  It 
seems  but  reasonable  to  count  on  this. 


American    College  and   Education 
Society. 

Rev.  Incrbasb  N.  Tarbox,  D.D.,    Sec. 

James  M.  €k)JU>0N,Esq.,  Treas.     Office 
No.  32  Cong.  House,  Boston. 

Money  may  be  sent  either  to  the  Treas  • 
urcr,  in  Boston,  or  to  Rev.  R.  B.  How- 
AiiD,  62  Bible  House,  New  York. 
With  the  close  of  the  last  financial  year, 
April  30th,  Dr.  Butterfield,  who  has  been 
for  several  years  Secretary  of  the  College 
Society,  and  of  the  College  department 
in    the    new     organization,   since    the 
union,  left  for  his  new  duties  as  Presi- 
dent of  Olivet  College,  Michigan.      He 


carries  with  him  a  large  and  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  wants  of  a  col- 
lege, and  of  the  exact  place  which  a 
Christian  college  is  designed  to  fill  in  our 
American  civilization.  He  goes  with  the 
best  wishes  of  our  Directors,  and  with 
confident  expectation  that  his  adminis- 
tration will  be  able  and  judicious.  The 
subject  of  filling  his  place  came  up  for 
consideration,  at  a  special  meeting  of 
the  Directors,  at  New  Haven,  last  October ; 
audit  was  thought  best,  in  these  times  of 
financial  embarrassment,  to  wait  the  indi- 
cations of  Providence,  and  leave  the 
question  undecided  .for  the  present. 
What  that  department  especially  needs 
is  such  an  endowment,  in  the  shape  of  a 
permanent  fund,  that  the  income  will 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  office.  The 
money  raised  for  Western  colleges  comes 
for  the  most  part,  by  subscriptions,  in 
sums  of  considerable  amount,  and  it  is 
needful  that  the  sums  subscribed  should 
be  paid  over  in  full  to  the  colleges,  with- 
out any  s^ubtractiou  therefrom  to  pay 
expenses  by  the  way.  The  work  of  the 
College  Society  has  been  far  greater  than 
people  generally  imagine.  But  the  So- 
ciety has  always  labored  under  the  dif- 
ficulty above  named.  Wliile  it  has  been 
the  means  of  endowing  the  newer  col- 
leges of  the  West,  with  amounts  of  $50- 
000,  $80,000,  and  even  more,  in  a  year,  it 
has  lacked  the  means  of  its  own  support. 
It  has  done  a  great  work,  but  it  has 
wrought  against  great  difficulties.  Wc 
trust  the  day  may  not  be  far  distant  when 
that  department  shall  be  so  endowed 
that  the  work  may  go  on  more  independ- 
ently. 

What  a  college  is  to  a  new  State,  and 
how  the  Christian  workers  in  that  State 
rejoice  over  it,  may  be  seen  in  a  recent 
celebration  which  took  place  at  North- 
field,  Minn.,  in  connection  with  the  com- 
pletion of  an  endowment  for  a  new  pro- 
fessorship in  Carleton  College.  Our  lim- 
its do  not  permit  U9  to  give  any  minute 
account  of  what  took  place  at  that  gath- 
ering ;  but  it  is  easy  to  to  see  from  the 
reports  which  came  to  us,  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Minnesota  hold  their  college  as  a 
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most  precious  treasure.  It  was  by  the 
people  of  Minnesota  that  this  recent  en- 
dowment was  made,  and  this  is  the  best 
of  all  evidence  that  they  love  the  Institu- 
tion. There  were  many  speakers  on  the 
occasion,  but  we  have  room  only  for  a 
brief  passage  from  the  address  of  Prof. 
Noyes  ; 

'*  Not  many  years  ago,  and  not  far  from 
the  dty  of  Northfield,  there  lived  a  man 
of  blessed  memory — and  often  has  he  walk- 
ed np  and  down  these  streets,  and  often,  me- 
thinks,  have  these  walls  echoed  to  the  sonnd 
of  his  gentle  voice  and  the  firmness  of  his 
maoly  tread —  and  he,  too,  had  an  idea,  and 
felt  the  power  of  his  mission,  which  was 
to  f onnd  an  institution  of  learning  where 
the  youth  of  this  young  and  vigorous  State 
might  obtain  a  sound  Christian  education. 
Here  was  incredulity  and  positive  indiffer- 
ence, too,  on  every  hand  ;  but,  true  to  his 
mission,  he  went  forward,  despite  coldness, 
indiflference  and  opposition,  and  gave  him- 
self and  his  substance  nobly  to  the  work. 


and  even  when  the  infirmities  of  age  were 
upon  him,  how  he  loved  to  think  and  talk 
of  Northfield  College,  and  of  what  the  col* 
lege  would  be — may  I  not  say  what  the 
college  is,  and  what  we  rejoice  in  to-night. 

Well  chosen  words  and  measured  periods 
full  of  grave  thought  and  heartfelt  grati- 
tude have,  as  was  fit,  been  written  concern- 
ing Wm.  Carleton  and  Miss  Susan  Willis-, 
but  is  it  not  a  fact  that  before  all,  in  all, 
and  above  all,  the  college,  and  the  citizens 
of  Northfield  in  particular,  are  indebted 
to  the  idea  and  purpose  of  that  good  man 
whose  memory  we  love  to  cherish — C.  M. 
Gk)od8ell  ? 

**  It  seems  so  to  me,  and  if  any  of  the 
friends  of  the  college,  and  the  old  friends, 
neighbors,  and  acquaintances  of  that  gpod 
man  have  recently  been  moved  to  deny 
themselves,  just  a  little,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  college,  ought  they  not  to  be  thankful 
that  they  have  in  any  measure  partaken  of 
his  spirit,  and  have  enrolled  their  names 
with  his  in  the  cause  of  education  and 
religion  ?  ^ 
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Jfot  in  communion  Uut  year, 

RcT.  William  M.  Stewart,  Scmiahmoo,  Wash.  Ter. 

Rer.  William  A.  Beecher,  Valley  Granj?e,  Neb. 

ReT.  (;(K)rg8  H.  Cute,  Fontenclle,  Neb. 

fier.  Ghriiitiaa  Mowery,  Indianola,  Neb. 

Ber.  Joctcph  B.  CHarke,  To  go  to  Nobraitka. 

Rev.  John  C.  Collins,  "  " 

Rer.  Thomaa  W.  Darling,     "  " 

X{>ri.  Charles  F.  Grave^        " 

Rev.  AmbroM  D.  Gring,        " 

Rev.  William  Hedges,  " 

Rev.  Daniel  M.  Moore, 

Rev.  S.  M.  Or\i». 

Rev.  Fre«ieHck  E.  Snow,      " 

Rev.  F.  £.  Sherman,  To  go  to  KanaaH 

Rev.  Philander  W.  Howe,  Glyndon,  MuBkoda,  Pleas- 
ant liidgc  Moland,  Crookntv^n  and  Fisher'H 
Landim;.  Minn. 

Bev.  John  W.  Homer,  To  go  to  Iowa. 

Rev.  F.  £.  DangB,  Farmington,  Iowa. 

Rev.  R.  R,  Wood,  Clear  r.Akc,  Iowa. 

Rev.  K.  P.  Chittenden,  MarkeMin,  Wis. 

Rev.  J.  V.  Wi^i^  Chenoa  and  Weston,  lU.' 


Re-com.mia9Uined. 

Rev.  George  W.  Skinner,  Olympia,  Wash.  Tor. 

Rer.  TheophiliM    Beaisley,  Hydesville,  JlohnerviUe, 

Femdale.  Table  BlnfT  and  Yager  Creek,  Cal. 
Ber.  Andrew  C.  Duncan,  Soqucl,  Cal. 
iitnr.  lUMswell  Graves,  Fort  JoneM  and  Little  Shasta, 

CaL 
Bev.  Adam  L.  Rankin,  Tulare  City,  Cal. 
Bev.   William  J.  Clark,  Reno,  Brown's,  Peavine  and 

oot-stationH,  Nevada. 
Bev.  Henry  Bates,  Plymouth,  Neb. 
Ber.  Ohrlatiaa  F.  Veits,  Linooln,  N«b. 


Rev.  J.  Mills  Ashley,  Lakin,  Greeley,  Lake  Union, 

Afl Vance  and  vicinity,  Kan. 
Rev.  William  I*.  F.sler,  Arvonin  and  vicinity,  Kan. 
Rev.  David  (rochenauer,  Kllis,  Kan, 
llev.  Joseph  B.  I  vet*.  Donglam,  Kan, 
Rev.  .  Mnnnn    I).    Tenney,    \Vf8tnjorcland,    Spring 

Cre«!k,  Wells  and  Pleasant  Run,  Kan. 
Rev.,  Wallace    Bruce,    Wiiinebago    Agency,    Dane 

Rchool-houAe  and  vicinity,  Minn. 
Rev.  I^rescott  Fay,   Detroit,  AnduboD,  Wadena  and 

out-stationA,  Minn. 
Rev.  Arthur  E.  Arnold,  LcHars.  Iowa. 
Rev.  Ariel  A.  Baker,  Eldora,  Iowa. 
Rev,  George  T.  Tompkins,  Magnolia,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Benjamin  S.  Baxter,  Muuriton,  Wis, 
Rev.  Albarom  Kidder,  Durund,  Wik, 
Rev,   Albert  Livermorc,  New  Richmond  and    Star 

l»niirie,  Wis. 
Rev.  Piatt  R.  Staples,  Friendship  and  New  Chester, 

Wis. 
Rev.  John  B.  Daw.<wn,  Imlay  City,  Mich. 
I  Rev.  John  Fawcctt,  Cedar   Spritigs,  Lockwootl  and 
!         Burch'H  Mill,  Mich. 
Rev.  William  Piatt,  Maple  Rapid.^  and  Ehbcx,  Mich. 
Rev.  Richard  Rodeoff,  Sherman,  Marilla  and  Cleon, 

Mich. 
Rev.  Richard  R.  Davies,  Cameron  and  out-stations, 

Mo. 
Rev.  Samuel  OUerenshaw,  Laclede  and  out-stations. 

Mo. 
Rev.  WiUiam  A.  Cutler,  Dallas  City,  111. 
Rev.  Sylventer  R.  Dole,  Crete  and  Mattcson^  HI, 
Rev.  George  P.  Kimball,  Chicago,  111. 
Rev.  George  Schlomer,  Ashkum.  111. 
Rev.  Marshall  W.  Diggs,  Pisgah,  Ohio,  and  Liber, 

Ind. 
Rev.  Mahlon  Willett,  Paris,  Texas. 
Rev.  Samuel  L,  Hillyer,  Woodbridgc,  N.  J. 
Rev.  Cyrus  Pickett,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 
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Jnne, 


tttiifU  Itt  l^pril,  1876. 


MAINE— 93.00. 

HaIIowcU,  a  Friend, 


200 


KEW  HAHPSHIRB— 1198,80. 

Bedford,  B.  Nichola,  $10;  Dea.  J.  French, 

«1,  11  00 

Hoi  1  la.  On  ftocoant  of  Legacy  of  Mm.  Ann  35 
McDonald,  E.  T.  Wheeler,  Bz.,  by  Bev. 

£.  U.  Oroeley,  149 

[    Lancaster,  by  C.  B.  Alien,  83  61 

VERMONT— $880.96. 

Addison  Co.,  A  Friend,  "A  epaclal  gift  for 

the  C«ait4innial,''  80  00 

Brattleboro,  A  Friend,  •*T.,''  26  00 

Burliuifton,  Ladies  of  College  Street  Ch., 

by  Mr«.  L.  Marah,  freight,  8  60 

Georgia,  On  account  of  Legacy  ef  Mrs.  Su- 
san Q.  BUMS,  by  H.  M.  Stevena,  Trustee,    212  03 
Peachiini,  Mrs.  D.  8.  Chamberlin,  80  00 

Byegate,  Legacy  of  Mrs.  B.  A.  Dickey,   by 
J.  White,   Ex.,  79  84 

MASSACHUSETTS— |S,889.48w 

Mara.  Home  Miss.  Soc,   by  C.  Demond, 

TreaH.,  2,000  00 

Deertield,  On  account   of  Legscy  of  Mrs. 

Mary  Tease,  by  L.  E.  Pease  Ex.,  1,475  46 

Gloucester,  On  account  of  Legacy  of  A.  H. 

Bray,  2  38 

Hopkinton,  Mrs.  P.  J.  Claflin,  60  00 

Noitbainpton,  •»W.,'*  8Utl  00 

Oxford,  First,  by  E.  S.  Pease,  86  UO 

Stoneham,  by  S.  Dean,  86  76 

RHODE    ISLAND— 1670  10. 

BriKtoI,  by  Rer.  J.  P.  Lane,  of  wh.  from 
Miss  C.  DeWolf,  #360 ;  Mrs.  M.  De  W. 
Roger..,  $250,  540  10 

Little  Compton,  J.  B.  Richardson,  to  const. 
lUv.  W.  D.  Hart  a  L.  M,  80  00 

CONNECTICUT— $6,727  88. 

Conn.  Home  Miss.  Soc,   by  J.   L.  Chap- 

mMU,  Treas.,  1,231  72 

Fraukhn,  by  W.  B.  Hyde,  36  00 

Groton,  by    W.  P.   Harris,  80  00 

Lebanon,  Firbt  and  South  Boos.,  by  Ber.  O. 

D.  Hine.  20  CO 

L.tlyard.  by  C.  Cutting,  25  00 

Middletown,  ••  A.  B.  C.**  6  00 

Milford.  First,  add'l,  by  E.  B.  Piatt,  21  00 

New  Haven,  Legacy  of  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Sil-> 

liraan,  by  J.  McCIellan,  Ex.,  1,000  00 

New  Milford,  Ladies*  Mite  Soc,  by  Mrs.  J. 

B.  Merwin,  87  76 

Norwich,  Broadway,  by  8.  B.  Bishop,   of 

v,h.   $100   from   B.   W.   Tompkins,   to 

const.  E.  N.  Oibbs  a  L.  D..  828  89 

Norwich,  Second,  by  C.  M.  Colt,  272  52 

Ki(lKM;ttcld,  Miai  Sally  Keeier,  6  00 

Box  bury.  Bequest  of  Misit  Eleanor  Frlsbic, 

to  count.  H.  C.  BriBsmade  a  L.  M.,  60  00 

Roxbnr> ,  by  A.  W.  Fean,  38  25 

Washington,  Legacy  of  Levorett  Allen,  by 

J.  B.  Newton,  Ex.,  1,008  77 

West  brook,  by  I.  N,  Spencer,  9  79 

Wavt  Hartford,  On  account  of  Legacy  of 

G.  A.  Brace,  by  E.  Selden,  Ex.,  1.619  94 

WiiiKU-d,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  MitcheU,  16  00 

WfKxibury,  North,  by  A.  W.  Mitchell,  18  35 

Woodstock,   Fhrat,  by  W.  D.  Carroll,  to 

con«t.  Mrs.  Polly  Bowan  a  L.  M.,  81  00 


KEW  YORK— $10,966  24. 

Received  by  Ber.  Dr.  HolbnxA : 

Hamilton,  $27  50 

A  Friend,  10  00 

Riverhead,  11  36 
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Albany,  Fhi*,  by  W.  Gould,  Jr.,  to  const. 
Rev.  Dr,  W.  8.   Smart,   H.   S.  McCaU 
and  W.  Gould,  Jr.,  L.  Ma.,  109  70 

Ashville,  A  Friend,  by  Rev.  8.  F.  Porter,  6  00 

Auburn,  On  account  of  Legacy  of  J.  8. 

Seymour,  by  J.  Seymour,  Jr.,  Ex.,  9,648  80 

Brooklyn,  Ch.  of  the  Pilgrims,  by  8.  P. 
Pheliw,  Treas.,  of  which  from  Miss 
Thurston,  $100 ;  R.  P.  Buck,  $60 ;  Rev. 
R.  a  Storrs,  D.  D.,  $60  ;  J.  8.  Rock- 
weU,  $60;  1).  Johnson,  $26;  M.  1). 
Thomas,  $26 ;  J.  P.  Robinson,  $25 ;  W. 
F.  Merrill,  $35;  G.  H.  Nichol^  $20; 
Mrs.  J.  BuUard,  $10 ;  Miss  AnderB6n, 
f3,  458  30 

Bridgewater,  by  Rev.  L.  W.  Church,  8  00 

Green  River,  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Goodell,  15  00 

Livonia.  On  account  of  Legacy  of  Mrs. 

Mary  Herrick,  by  W.  Smith,  Ex.,  178  80 

New  York  City,  Broadway  Tab.   Ch.,  Wil- 
liam Henry  Smith,  to  const.  Cephan  Tay- 
lor a  L.  D.,  $100 ;  Edwin  West,  $5,  105  00 
Mrs.   Parker.  $50 ;  B.  Tompkins,  $25 ; 
H.  C.  King,  $1,  76  00 
North  Walton,  $13  ;  West  Brook,  $10.77, 

by  Rev.  W.  W.  Curti^  23  77 

North  Walton.  N.  Y.,  by  Rev.  W.  W.  Cur- 
tis. [Erroneously  acknowledged  from 
Went  Brook,  N.  Y.,  in  March,  $«).] 
Penn  Yan,  Charles  C.  Sheppard,  to  const. 
Sarah  T.  Sheppard  and  W.  M.  Patterson 
L.  Ds.,  350  00 

Rocheiiter,  A.  B.,  lUO  00 

Tallman,  Second,  by  Rev.  S.  H.  Switxcr,         17  38 
Triangle,  by  Rev.  H.  Lyman,  5  00 

W-infleld,  by  Rev.  L.  W.  Church,  7  86 

NEW  JERSEY— $181.00. 

Newrteld,  by  Rev.  C.  Willey,  10  00 

Orange,  Trinity,  by  J.  L.  lialsey,  168  00 

Orange  Vallev,  A  Friend,  1  00 

Vineland,  -  Pilgrim,"  3  00 

PENNSYLVANIA-$10.00. 

Corry,  by  Rev.  J.  Adams,  10  00 

VIRGINIA— $89.60. 
Hampton,  Bcthesda,  by  Rev.  R.  Tolman,        39  90 

TEXAS-$10.00. 

Paris,  by  Rer.  M.  WiUett,  10  00 

OHIO— $27.61. 

Wellington,  by  J.  Ogden,  32  01 

Whidham,  Miss  B.  A.  Alford,  5  00 

INDIANA— $1.00. 
Michigan  City,  add'l,  1  00 

ILLINOIS— $760.41. 
Received  by  Rev.  M.  K.  Whittlesey : 


Galetiburgh,  First, 
Newtown, 


$32.50 
6.00 


Chicago,  Hon.  M.  Skinner, 

Bethany,  add'l,  by  Ber.  G.  P.  Kimball, 
DaUas  City,  A  Friend, 


38  ro 

250  00 
8  00 
8  OQ 


THE   BOU  lOBBIOirABT. 


DbDO,  Crraa  A.  T>aTlii 

6i*lP«wI'ii».  T-..«.  b.  PIn«,  "Prodoot 

Oolfnijr, 'Bi-.  ,  I)r     PuMIJi-,  !'*««  of  Ilia 

K«nil»«,  bl  ttuv.  M.  Rotjr. 
InubiTTl.  nnt.  bJ  J.  T.  IlTCt, 
LjviaTille,  bj  Ilaif,  J.  '     ■ 

Mollmi.  Amj  Uordon. 

JIurriK,   br  Rev.  J.   A    ATIPBUllUt 

JloTTlnii.  br  J-  N.  BaItiL 
X™,Il=T.8.Pmn.ltf. 
fakfiricbyW  F  Tnrbcck. 
(Binia,  tar  Btn.lt.-B.  Durlglit, 
OurkUi,  br  Sn  W.  A.  CHmn 

Binb  E.  CblM  L.  »'., 


Mat 

IDOU 


A.  brill'..  J.  ft 


ll[CHir.i.V— |13M 
bmonlL  Ftrtt,  b] 


L.  bj  Be<r.  7.  O. 


MM 

*,  si-jV:;; 

«.i„.,ll..,t«VS;Ba. 

WCnd  wile,  SB,  by  B,v 
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™ 

,,  b,  u... 
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ILim 

^  i^;fW 

Midaitniit  ^^byIl"»-J 

tirt 

urfTh/Siv 

B.W  HlUer, 

Ick. 

burg,  UjBe 

.  T.  Nleld, 

i.  «.  RichmrAn, 
L!«-  W.  Houglitfln, 


louTi-jsso.as, 

Resisid  by  Bfi.  S 


ict.  S.  J.  Back. 

■.  Hyd';,  ttu ;  Mil.  Diy.  9S : 

-lU  ^^  by  Bov.  a.  :.  Hirrlck, 


L™i\  idd-l.  by  Ef.  .  C.  Ltaie, 

l^foiu.  by  J.  Q,  Rent,  to  ixQat.  Pt^  If, 

&iul>  null  Hit.  S.  Cimoinnl  L.  Ua.. 
OuiA,  s33:S>b1atli-Kb[»l,|T.  brBar. 


BUoryvlUc,  by  IUt.  O.  aurlJiw, 

MOO 

MlNNKSiJTA-Jiai.TT. 

Park,  by  tl...  I.  Krib^ 
SliTliy  Bvfc  by  Itrv.  u,  P.  Ch«mi>lln, 
Hl»1i.K  V.ll..y.  PlBU  by  BiTT.  C.  W.  MwTill. 
WlDuM.  rmi.  by  J.  C.  Bliik., 

19  as 

HUdS 

KANHAB— fSa^A 

Aim*,  by  U»v.  H.  JnnM. 
EilKHWuml.  I>y  !(«<.  C.  HuoKk, 

Nurth  J  »p.'k^  Ftr«,  l.y  11^:  T.  W.  JhnB. 
W,=U.,1U,.  Pln,t.l?ii/,.  ti.  w.  ak,„n«,  ■ 

NEBaASKA-»16.60. 

A  TEnaiTORY-.8aoe. 


y  Ilf..  W.  H.  Cm« 


IWv,  J.  K.  iHooon, 
HOUB  UISSIOKAItY, 


S  TERBITOKV— S«1.00, 

«U-™.  SID.  by 


ta^.TSl  M 


diw-  BcticT,  e«. 

by 

I  nnd  frcl^bt. 

saw  00 

Kiln'    A'tU'V.    »<c 

i««) 

-ofCulkKvSli.^! 

" 

40  00 

.,b,llniI.B.M,. 

91  13 

1«B   HOME    lOBBIOHABT. 


Btcelpu  af  lie  Nae  Uamp^ln  Xlulerutry  Soelcl 

in  Mirrrh  and  AprtI,  L.  I).  SriTiaifc  JVeat. 
Atat™i,  Cb.  Mii  S^b.lh-seh'wl.'  M  I 

HnrBMnvt,  Legncy  u(  ElfWior  »ul«r,  llOa  I 

Bnfflol,  83.08 ;  (ur  A.  H.  M.  9«..  (3.(10.  B  I 

OmtritMlrj.  Bui.  of  Lwmry  of  IWnj.  WhMden,      T  \ 
■  .    Kll«    l>elnlnH.    IS: 
'    ;l.  14  1 

■■■"!      I  ■    ^!i    k.nuliiin.  (or  4.   H. 

■Han..v,f>iirt.  CoU.Ch..  |ffi( 

J«ffrry.  hnt,  (7,1B;  Mr«.  Nnttine,  (8,  Ifi  1 

llUtonl.  tor  A,  H.  M.  S.,  H»  s 

Pimnonl,  Mtv  A.  r.  Mutdtn,  «,W,  in  p«t 


Ur^  W,  Turrey.  >  L.  Jl. 
AvEibnni^in,  bj  J.  P,  Hn 


0.  Bni»cll,  Tr., 


^  Wt 


Aj-HT,  Iilr«.  J,  RpBiiiaiBt, 

BoMon,  KIlDI,  bT  L.  11.  IM|;c>,  Tr.  JW  u 

Junialra  Pl»in.  bj  H.  T.  Hnpm,  Tr.,  103  0 
Ilrm]nLne,Ladlw'H.U.  Sou..'bjMI)«S.  H, 


Bnrllnpon,  lajB.  Sainll,  Tr.. 
Oambrld^,  Khttwrd,  by  Q.  b. 
OunpolH  mcHi,  oTpii., 


inoo 

"t. 

10  uS 

■T  W  J  B.tm,  Tr„ 

4G  M 

ry    S«onaPidl,' 

ia« 

roo 

bjC  B    Con.nt,Tr. 

101  w 

r   K  (rtgf  Tr 

«asai] 

on«y 

sso 

«4.U»:i(l 

I)Mrfleld,  Siiulh,  tj;  0.  A. 


— ,  Bi«n  townrt.  Atei.  PrtllErpi'. 
A.  Uptun.  J.  II.  Hunt.  J.  C.  Ovrr- 
N.  H.  PJilirip*  and  M™.  ]1  A.  AWbu 


Orwnttold,  ScniniL  by  D.  L.  Swnniti 
QroYFlanil.  ■  Prlmd. 
Bmlley.  KnawJI.  by  B.  Porlcr,  Tr., 
JtatDpOeQ  l>n.  Awd.,  CItuileA  Munh. 
HalyokB,  Sowod,  & 

Bprin^ek!,  FLnt,  u 

In  Merrill,  J 

Wot  Bprinutlcrii,  Kir-r,  » 

BlKllrlfl.'l>)- .1 ,'   \    J'tlllnK^  Tr., 
LiMicitliT.  l>(m..t,jL.TloyKTr.. 
LowrU,  Kirk  hirirt,  l-egaij  uf   8ad 

Aliri  W1iitDi-r. 

Suid™,  l>y  H.  M.    Smith,    Tt..  10 
A,rtlmr  fT.  Wellmin  and  W.  U  Or 


OonoUsni  of  CIMAI>v.  Me., 
Andover.  South,  by  Ml*  B 


l.-ld,  bj  Mr*.  II.  R.  B,  McCl.'iiii,  two 
11,'wiIulowCb.,  byH.  I,.  Blske.  bir- 


F  ns  bjM  B»r».  Tf 

nl  by  E.A  an-, 

t  S     Hrory  L-i     * 

nlrr  byN  B  V«r.l  toe 


Ior*>  k.  0  b  Cluk 


.    Hyde,  Tr    ("D  of 


r  WW  urn  M  rp^  T 
ly  *4iiDiac<  l*r(wtJ« 


Ik  Mom  Mmmrnvv. 


Go, Preach  the  (Jospkl Mark  xvi.  15. 

How  ahall  they  preach  exoept  they  be  sent  ?  .  Bom.  x.  lo. 
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FIFTIETH  ANNIVERSAKY 

OP  THE 

American  Home  MissiOx\ary  Society. 


Public  services  were  held  on  Sabbath  evening,  May  7th,  1876,  in  the  Broad- 
way Tabernacle  Church,  New  York. 

Tlic  devotional  exercises  were  conducted  by  Rev.  William  M.  Taylor,  D.D., 
pastor  of  the  church,  and  Rev.  Henry  M.  Stouus,  D.D.,  one  of  the  Secretaries. 
An  abstract  of  the  Report  of  the  Society's  work  for  tlie  year  was  presented  by  Rev. 
A  Huntington  Clapp,  D.D.,  one  of  the  Secretaries. 

Asennon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  of  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  from  Jeremiah  vi.  16:  "Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Stand  ye  in  tlie  ways,  and 
see.  and  ask  for  the  old  paths,  where  is  the  good  way,  and  walk  therein,  and  ye 
shall  find  rest  for  your  souls.'' 


On  Wednesday,  May  10th,  the  Society  met  at  its  Rooms,  in  the  Bible  House, 
at  four  o'clock,  p.m. 

Rev.  Theodore  D.  Woolsey,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  President  of  the  Society,  occupied  tlie 
cliair,  and  the  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  William  M.  Taylor,  D.D., 
of  New  York. 

The  Treasurer's  Report  was  read  by  William  Henry  Smith,  Esq.,  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Society. 

An  abstract  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  presented 
by  the  Secretaries. 
()n  motion, 

lie^red,  That  the  Reports  now  presented  be  accepted,  and  published  under  the 
direction  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

On  the  Report  of  a  Committee  of  Nomination,  the  following  officers  were 
elected  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  after  prayer  by  Rev.  G.  Buckingham  Willcox, 
of  Stamford,  Conn.,  the  Society  adjourned. 
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PRESIDENT. 
Rev.  THEODORE  D.  WOOLSEY,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  New  Haven,  Ct 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Ohables  Abkrnktiiy,  E«q.,  New  York.  \ 

Rev.  Lkonakd  Bacon,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  New  Haven,  Ct. 

Hon.  Amos  C.  Barstow,  P^o^^(icnce.  R   I. 

Rev.  Natiianikl  Bouton.  D.D.,  Concord,  N.  H. 

Rev.  Samuel  G.  BrcKiNGiiA.M.  D.D..  Springfield.  Mnss. 

Rev.  Samuel  H.  Cox,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  West  Farms,  N.  Y. 

Hon.  William  Daulino,  Reading,  Pa. 

EzKA  FARN8W0UTII,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Hon.  Charles  G.  Hammond,  Chicago,  HI. 

Rev.  Samuel  Harris,  D.D.,  LL  D..  Theo.  Sem.,  New  Haven,  Ct. 

Samuel  Holm Et*,  Esq.,  Montclair,  N.  J. 

Rev.  Mark  Hopkins,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  W^illiamstown,  Mass. 

Rev.  Harvey  D.  Kitciikl,  D.D.,  Middlebury,  Vt. 

William  G.  Lambert,  E«q..  New  York. 

George Merriam,  Esq.,  Springfield,  Mass. 

Rev.  Simeon  Nortu,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  Clinton,  N.Y. 

Rev.  Edwards  A.  Park,  D.D.,  Theological  Seminary,  Andover,  MaBs. 

Rev.  William  Patton,  D.D.,  New  Haven,  Ct. 

Rev.  AuftinPuelps,  D.D.,  Theological  Seminary,  Andover,  Mass. 

Rev.  Enoch  Pond,  D.D.,  Theological  Seminary,  Bangor,  Me. 

Douglas  Putna.m,  Esq.,  Harmar,  O. 

Rev.  Alden  B.  Robbins,  D.D.,  Mu8catine,*Iowa. 

John  F.  Slater,  Esq.,  Norwich,  Ct. 

Rev.  Asa  D.  Smith  p.D.,  LL.D.,  President  of  Dartmouth  College,  N.  H. 

Rev.  William  A.  Stearns,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  Pres.  of  Amherst  College,  Mass. 

Rev.  Andrew  L.  Stone,  D.D.,  San  Francisco,  CaL 

Rev.  Richard  S.  Storks,  D.D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Setii  Sweetser,  D.D.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Hon.  Henry  W.  Taylor,  LL.D.,  Canandaigua,  N.  Y. 
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BCESTINa  OP  THB  BOARD. 

The  Board  of  Directors  met  on  Wednesday,  May  lOth,  at  the  Society's 
Rooms,  Bil^le  House,  Astor  Place,  and  appointed  the  members  who,  in  con- 
nection with  the  officers  designated  by  the  Constitution,  compose  the 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 
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Mr.  Calvin  C.  Woolworth. 
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Mr.  John  Wilky. 

Mr.  Charles  Abernethy. 


Memhern 
Ex- Officio 


'Mr.  William  Henry  Smith,  Treasurer. 

Rev.  David  B.  Cok,  D.D. ,  1       Secretariei 

Rev.  Alexander  H.  Clapp,  D.D.,  >•  for 

Rev.  Henry  M    Storrs,  D.D.,  )  Correspondence. 

^Austin  Abbott,  Esq.,  Iteoording  Secretary. 


FIFTIETH    REPORT. 

• 

At  length  we  are  brought  to  this  Society's  fiftieth  anniversary.  What  occasion 
have  we  to  set  up  here  our  grateful  memorial !  From  that  small  yet  courageous 
and  trustful  outreaching  from  New  England  and  New  York  into  a  frontier  wil- 
derness that  has  now  become  the  abode  of  busy,  happy  millions,  the  work  has  been 
carried  westward  beyond  the  Mississippi  and  the  Missouri,  across  "  the  great  desert " 
and  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pacific ;  north  to  icy  regions,  south  to  the  realms 
of  perpetual  summer.  As  the  miracles  of  grace  that  gem  the  path  of  the  Society 
through  this  half-century  pass  in  review  before  us,  we  can  only  exclaim,  **  What 
hath  God  wrought  I  "    To  his  name  be  the  glory  I 

This  fiftieth  anniversary  forms  no  exception  to  the  law  that  has  failed  but  once 
in  thirty  years,  if  even  in  fifty,  calling  us,  as  often  as  we  assemble,  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  beloved  and  revered  associates  in  the  responsibility  of  managing  the  Society's 
aifairs.  Since  the  last  anniversary,  two  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  Rev.  George  E. 
Adams,  D.D.,  and  the  Hon.  Jacob  Butler;  and  two  of  the  Directors,  Rev.  John 
J.  Miter,  D.D.,  and  Rev.  Robert  G.  Vermilye,  D.D.,  have  been  removed  by 
death.  Dr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Butler  were  both  elected  Vice-Presidents  in  1804,  in 
recognition  of  valuable  services  for  years  rendered  to  the  cause  of  Home  Missions : — 
by  the  latter  in  Iowa,  then  with  less  than  two  hundred  thousand  people,  but  giving 
promise  of  the  Christian  influence  she  wields  to-day,  second,  perhaps,  to  that  of  no 
Western  State : — by  the  former,  in  Maine,  where  for  a  generation  he  was  foremast 
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b  all  enterprises  for  the  furtherance  of  missions  and  education,  at  home  and  abroad. 
A  few  closing  years  of  his  life  Dr.  Adams  passed  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  city ; 
and  his  frequent  yisits  of  inquiry,  counsel,  and  encouragement ;  his  ])re8cntation8 
to  his  people,  as  well  as  his  prayers  and  gifts,  proved  that  his  sense  of  the  impor- 
tance of  the' work  steadily  deepened  unto  the  end. 

Dr.  Miter  became  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  in  1846,  at  which  anni-> 
Tersary  he  gave  a  stirring  address  on  *'  liome  Missions  as  the  gmnd  agency  by 
which  the  West  can  and  must  be  saved."  He  had  then  been  live  years  in  Wisconsin, 
where  for  thirty  years  afterward  he  practically  proved  his  faithfulness  to  the  cause. 

Professor  Vermilye  was  chosen  a  Director  in  1863,  and  though  the  duties  of  his 
office  have  seldom  allowed  him  to  be  present  in  our  deliberations  here,  he  has  ren- 
dered valuable  service  in  inspiring  the  students  under  his  care  with  the  home  mis- 
sionary spirit,  and  by  his  wise  and  candid  counsels  helping  to  secure  the  best  men 
for  the  work.  Such  advisers,  in  such  positions,  arc,  under  God,  among  most  im- 
portant factors  of  the  Society's  success.  May  our  Father  fill  their  places  here  «*vith 
others  equally  devoted  and  helpful  I 

Seven  missionaries,  also,  within  the  year,  have  left  the  service  of  the  Master  on 
earth  for  the  joys  of  his  immediate  presence:  Rev.  J.  W.  Wilson,  in  Maine; 
Rev.  John  W.  Starr,  in  New  Hampshire;  Rev.  Albert  V.  House,  Rev. 
Hekbt  B.  Underwood,  and  Rev.  Chauncey  Taylor,  in  Iowa ;  Rev.  William  A. 
Stallcop,  in  Minnesota ;  and  Rev.  Almon  B.  Pratt,  in  Nebraska. 

SUMMARY  OP  RESULTS. 

The  number  of  ministers  of  the  gospel  in  the  service  of  the  Society,  the  last  year, 
whose  names  are  found  in  the  General  Table,  commencing  on  page  18,  together 
with  those  engaged  in  superintending  the  work,  is  079. 

Of  these,  739  were  in  commission  at  the  date  of  the  last  Report,  and  240  have 
since  been  appointed. 

They  have  been  distributed  in  33  States  and  Territories,  as  follows :  In  Maine, 
W;  New  Hampshire,  47;  Vennont,  49;  Massachusetts,  73;  Rhode  Island,  6; 
Connecticut,  30;  New  York,  51  ;  New  Jersey,  8;  Pennsylvania,  13;  Virginia,  1; 
West  Virginia,  2 ;  Florida,  1 ;  Louisiana,  1 ;  Texas,  2 ;  Tennessee,  1  •  Ohio,  27 ; 
Indiana,  10 ;  Illinois,  54 ;  Missouri,  28 ;  Michigan,  76 ;  Wisconsin,  72 ;  Iowa,  92 ; 
Minnesota,  60 ;  Kansas,  75 ;  Nebraska,  40 ;  Dakota,  0 ;  Colorado,  8 ;  Wyoming, 
1;  Utah,  1 ;  Nevada,  1 ;  California,  33  ;  Oregon,  4  ;  Washington,  4. 

Thb  distribution  gives  to  the  New  Kngland  States,  304;  Middle  States,  72; 
Southern  States,  8 ;  Western  States  and  Territories,  including  41  on  the  Pacific 
coast,  595. 

Of  the  whole  number  in  commission,  474  have  been  paetore  or  stated  supplies  of 
nngle congregations ;  812  have  ministered  to  two  or  three  congregations  each; 
and  193  have  extended  their  labors  over  still  wider  fields. 
The  aggregate  of  ministerial  labor  performed  is  734  years. 

The  number  of  eoiigregationa  and  missionary  districts  which  have  been  fully 
supplied,  or  where  the  gospel  has  been  preached  at  stated  intervals,  is  2,525. 

Tko  missionaries  have  been  in  commission  as  pastors  or  stated  supplies  of  con- 
gregations of  colored  people,  and  37  have  preached  in  foreign  languages ;  21  to 
WeUh  congregations,  13  to  German  congregations,  one  to  a  French  congregation, 
and  two  to  congregations  of  Swedes* 
The  namber  of  Sabbath-school  and  Bible  class  scholars  is  not  far  from  85,870. 
The  contribuUons  to  benevolent  objects^  reported  by  619  missionaries,  amount  to 
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Two  hundred  and  two  nsissionaries  make  mention  of  revitaU  of  religion  daring 
the  year,  in  some  of  which  there  have  been  100,  88,  84,  64,  60,  and  in  one  case  120 
hopeful  conversions.  In  176  instances,  the  number  of  reported  converts  exceeds 
ten ;  and  the  number  reported  by  500  missionaries  is  6,297. 

The  oilditions  to  the  churches,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  have  been  7,836, 
namely:  4,869  on  profession  of  faith,  and  2,907  by  letters  from  other  churches. 

Ninety-two  churches  have  been  organized,  in  connection  with  the  labors  of  the 
missionaries,  during  the  year,  and  forty-one  have  assumed  the  entire  support  of 
their  own  gospel  ordinances. 

Fifty-fite  houses  of  worship  htixc  been  completed j  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
rejxtired  or  improved  ;  and  the  building  of  twenty  others  commenced.  Eighty-seven 
young  men  in  connection  with  the  missionary  churches,  are  reported  as  in  different 
stages  of  preparation  for  the  gospel  ministry. 

THE  TREASURY. 

Resources. — ^The  balance  in  the  Treasury,  April  1,  1876,  was  $16,880.33.  The 
receipts  for  the  succeeding  twelve  months  have  been  $310,027.62 — making  the 
resources  for  the  year  $326,857.95. 

Liabilities. — There  was  due  to  missionaries,  at  the  close  of  the  last  year, 
$9,618.86.  There  has  since  become  due,  $314,159.60 — making  the  total  liabilities 
$323,778.40. 

Payments.— ^Of  this  sum  $309,871.84  have  l>een  paid,  leaving  $13,906.62  still 
due  to  the  missionaries  for  labor  performed,  but  not  yet  reported.  In  addition 
to  tliese  past  dues,  appropriations  already  made,  and  daily  becoming  due,  amount 
to  $87,915.42,  making  the  total  of  pledges  $101,812.04,  toward  canceling  which 
there  is  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $16,986.11. 

COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT. 

« 

From  this  summing  up  of  the  year's  results,  it  appears  that  the  number  of  mis- 
sionaries employed  exceeds,  by  twenty -seven,  that  of  the  previous  year ;  the  num- 
ber newly  commissioned  is  greater  by  twenty-six ;  the  years  of  service  are  more 
by  thirty-one ;  302  more  stations  have  been  supplied ;  4,620  more  children  and 
youth  were  gathered  into  Sabbath-schools  and  BJ})le-clas8e8 ;  fifty-nine  more  mis- 
sionaries make  mention  of  revivals,  reporting  2,857  more  hopeful  converts ;  1,475 
more  have  been  added  to  the  churches;  of  these,  1,045  more  joined  on  profession 
of  faith ;  twenty-five  more  churches  were  organized  ;  eight  more  l>ecanie  self-sup- 
porting ;  thirteen  more  young  men  are  reported  as  preparing  for  the  ministry. 

The  receipts,  notwithstanding  the  universal  depression  of  business,  were  $1,130.80 
in  advance  of  those  of  the  forty-ninth  year,  which  were  $14,330  larger  than  in 
any  year  that  went  before  it.  The  amount  of  legacies,  though  large  [$88,589.95], 
was  $5,700  less,  and  the  contributions  of  the  churches  and  individuals  were 
$6,387  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  expenditures  were  greater  by 
$13,081.19;  and  the  supplies  of  clothing,  books,  cash,  etc. — largely  the  gift  of 
Christian  women — through  the  Society,  but  not  entering  into  its  Treasurer's  account, 
exceed  those  of  any  former  year,  being  not  less  than  $72,000. 

THE    HALF-CENTURY'S  WORK. 

Turning  from  these  results  of  a  single  year  to  those  of  tlie  half-century  now 
completed,  we  find  that  the  Society  has  gathered  and  administered  through  its 
Treasury,  in  cash,  the  sum  of  $7,621,071.16.  The  value  of  other  gifts  and  sup- 
plies distributed  in  carrying  on  the  work,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  is  not  less 
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thin  $1,000,000 — an  aggregate  of  $8,621,071.16  consecrated  with  faith  and  prayer 
to  the  giving  of  this  land  to  Christ  in  perpetual  possession.  The  number  of  laborers 
beftriagits  commission  in  a  single  year  has  increased  from  109  in  1826  to  979  in 
1876;  its  yearly  income,  from  $18,140.76  to  $310,027.02  in  cash  receipte  to  its 
Tpwsury,.  or  more  than  $380,000,  if  we  include  also  other  supplies  which  enter 
into  the  support  of  the  missionaries  and  their  families.  Tlie  fields  occupied  have 
correspondingly  increased  from  100  to  2,525.  Under  its  direction,  31,486  years 
of  ministerial  service  have  been  performed;  the  glorious  gospel  of  the  blessed 
God  has  been  proclaimed  at  uncounted  stations  in  forty-three  States  and  Terri- 
tories, in  which  265,297  souls  have  been  added  to  the  churches  receiving  its  aid  ; 
its  missionaries  have  organized  3,739  churches,  of  which  1,889  have  come  to  self- 
rapport,  and  are  now  sending  forth  their  branches,  and  hel2)ing  to  speed  Clirist's 
kingdom  at  home  and  abroad. 

In  view  of  the  unprecedented  stringency  of  the  times,  the  fears  that  have  de- 
pressed the  officers  of  the  Society,  and  the  financial  straits  that  in  tlie  summer 
months  filled  them  with  anxiety,  and  held  tlicni  back  from  new  fields  that  it 
seemtd  must  be  occupied,  such  an  outcome  of  the  year's  and  the  half-century's 
experience  may  well  convince  the  Society^s  friends  that  he  who  has  l)rought  it  thus 
far  on  its  way  has  borne  it  on  his  heart  ii\  this  its  Jubilee  year.  Ought  it  not  to 
give  them  fresh  courage  to  set  out  upon  a  second  half-century  with  larger  pur- 
poies  and  hopes,  fuller  consecration,  and  a  trust  in  God's  faithfulnrss  to  his  cove- 
nant, as  a  hearer  of  prayer,  that  nothing  henceforth  can  shake  ?  The  Executive 
Committee  feel  that  faithfulness  to  their  trust  compels  them,  with  larger  confidence 
in  Christ  and  his  peopk,  to  enter  fields — especially  in  some  of  the  new  Territories — 
from  which  they  have  hitherto  been  held  back  through  want  of  means  to  meet  the 
heavy  outlay  required  by  that  class  of  work.  Though  costly,  tning  to  the  faith 
and  patience,  and  not  often  yielding  immediate  returns,  it  is  the  most  truly  mis- 
sionary work  ;  it  was  more  tlian  any  otlier  in  the  purpose  of  the  founders  of  the 
Society.  Is  it  not  the  work  to  which  tlie  Master  is  specially  calling  the  Christian 
l)eople  of  this  land  to-day  i 

Bv  arrangement  with  the  Massachusetts  Sabbath-School  Society,  it  is  ])roposed  to 
take  up  the  missionary  department  of  the  Sabl)ath-}sch<)ol  work  which  tliat  Society 
has  laid  down.  As  soon  as  arrangements  are  i)ei'fcctcd  the  friends  of  Home 
Missions  will  be  called  on  for  aid  in  the  more  efllcient  prosecution  of  thisdepart- 
Dient  of  the  service  to  which,  from  the  first,  so  large  a  share  of  the  missionaries' 
care  and  toil  have  been  given. 

The  following  Table  gives  a  comparative  view  of  the  amount  of  receipts,  expen- 
ditures, number  of  missionaries,  new  appointments,  congregations  and  missionary 
districts,  years  of  labor  performed,  additions  to  tlie  churches,  and  pupils  in  Sab- 
hath-schools,  for  each  year  since  the  organization  of  the  Society.  It  also  exhibits, 
in  the  tenth  column,  the  aterafje  expenditure  each  yt'wVj  ioT  ayrar  of  viia^'unuiry 
kh</r. 
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1.  The  total  of  receipfa  for  fifty  yeare  is  |7,821, 071.16. 

2.  The  total  of  yeare  of  labor  is  81,480. 

8.     The  whole  number  of  additions  to  the  churches  ia  2Q5,20T. 

4.  The  average  expenditure  for  a  year  of  missioiiar;  labor  includes  the  entin 
cost  to  the  Society  of  obtaining  the  miaoionary,  defraying  hia  espensea  to  his  field. 
and  sQstaining  him  on  it,  u  well  as  the  average  proportion  of  all  the  eipenseo  ii 
conducting  the  InstitutioiL 
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AUXlLIARIEa  AND  MISSIONARY  FIELDS. 

MAINE   MISSIONARY   SOCIETY. 

Bev.  John  O.  Fibre,  D.D.,  President;  Rev.  Stephen  Thurston,  D.D.,  Secretary; 

JoQHUA  Maxwell,  Esq.,  Treasurer.     Offiue  in  Portland. 

The  receipts  of  this  Auxiliary  in  its  financial  year  ending  February  29th,  were 
'$14,011.22.  The  amount  acknowledged  from  churches  and  individuals  in  Maine, 
by  the  Treasurer  of  the  National  Society,  in  its  year  ending  March  31st,  was 
$721.10— of  which  $500  was  a  legacy.  The  entire  contributions  from  Maine  for 
Home  Missions  during  the  year  were  $14,502,58 — which  is  $1,086.10  more  than 
those  of  the  previous  year.  The  amount  expended  for  work  within  the  State  is 
$18,871.48;  which  is  $613.58  more  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

The  number  of  missionaries  employed  within  the  year  reported  is  ninety.  Of 
these,  twenty-two  served  through  the  entire  year;  sixteen  others  each  for  six 
months  and  upwards;  and  thirty-nine  for  short  terms  of  less  than  five  months 
each.  The  average  term  of  service  is  a  little  over  eight  months  for  each  mission- 
ary, and  the  total  amount  of  labor  performed  is  about  fifty-five  years. 

One  missionary,  a  student  in  Bangor  Stmiinary,  died  at  his  post  after  a  few 
weeks  of  zealous  service.  Two  aged  brethren,  formerly  but  not  at  the  time  under 
commission,  also  passed  to  their  reward.  One  churcli  was  organized,  in  Abbott, 
Nov.,  1875,  One  old  dilapidated  house  of  worship  was  removed  to  a  new  site, 
thoroughly  repaired,  refurnished,  and  re-dedicated.  The  once  strong  and  flourish- 
ing church  worshiping  in  it  had  early  in  this  century  come  to  be  represented  by 
one  solitary  woman.  By  Qod*s  blessing  on  missionary  labor  it  is  now  rising  health- 
fully, and  promises  to  become  once  more  a  power  for  good.  An  unusual  number 
of  the  aided  churches  report  revivals  of  religion. 

The  Trustees  name  as  formidable  obstacles  to  tlie  work  in  their  field  a  wide- 
spread heresy,  which  quiets  the  apprehensions  of  men  in  regard  to  their  future 
well-lxdng;  the  strife  of  small  rival  sects,  each  so  tenacious  of  its  minor  peculiari- 
ties, that  they  will  seldom  unite  in  the  support  of  public  worship ;  and  the  emigra- 
tion that  takes  off  the  more  vigorous  part  of  the  additions  to  the  churches,  leaving 
them  no  stronger  than  before,  so  that,  with  all  tlie  outlay  of  money  and  labor,  the 
churches  do  little  more  than  hold  their  own.  So  far  from  disheartening  the  Society, 
these  obstacles  are  evidently  rousing  it  to  all  the  more  vigorous  exertion.  "Ours 
is  a  life-long  work,"  they  say,  a  work  demanding  a  stronger  than  ordinary  faith, 
by  reason  of  the  peculiar  ditiiculties  attending  it.  God  grant  that  we  may  be  so 
endowed  with  power  from  on  high,  that  mighty  wonders  of  grace  shall  be  accom- 
plished through  our  instrumentality;  that  the  reign  of  righteousness  begun  in 
Maine  may  overspread  the  land  and  the  world  ? " 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

Eer.  AflA  D.  Smith,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  President;  Rev,  Edaard  H.  Greeley,  Score 
tary ;  Hon.  Lyman  D.  Stevens,  Treasurer.     Otlici  in  Concord. 

The  ammtnt  received  by  the  New  Hampshire  Auxiliary  in  the  year  closing  Feb- 
ruary 29th,  was  $9,261.01,  an  advance  of  $91.49  on  tin-  previous  year.  Tliere  was 
paid  from  the  State  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Nitionil  S  )ci  -ty,  in  its  fiscal  year, 
from  legacies,  $662.40;  from  churches  and  indiviclii;ils,  $;i,o.')3.4S~in  all  $2,014.- 
88;  making  the  contributions  in  New  Hami>!shirc.  for  II  nm^  Missions,  $11,270.79 
MeflB  by  $3,859.87  than  in  the  year  preceiliiiL:.  Tli  ?  fxpnuHitirrs  for  missionary 
lervice  within  the  State  were  $11,333.41  —  .vUicli  exct'jd  ih  >s'j  of  the  previous 
year  by  the  nnnsaal  sum  of  $4,765.88. 
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Tlie  number  of  mmionaries  aided  by  the  Society  is  forty-seven.  Of  these  twenty- 
six  served  through  the  whole  year,  seven  others  for  three-quarters  of  the  year  or 
more,  and  nine  for  less  than  six  months  each.  Tlic  average  term  is  nearly  nine 
and  one-half  months,  and  the  aggregate  is  thirty-six  years. 

One  church  hhs  been  organized;  three  have  resumed  self-support;  two  have 
completed  houses  of  worship  ;  three  have  built  parsonages ;  two  missionaries  have 
been  ordained  and  installed  ;  one  has  died. 

The  Secretary  writes :  **  Tlie  work  has  largely  increased  upon  our  hands ;  partly 
from  the  emigration  that  still  depletes  many  of  our  churches,  partly  from  the 
depression  of  business  that  weakens  tliem  all,  but  still  more  from  the  religious 
awakening  among  us,  producing  a  growing  demand  for  permanent  preaching. 
.  .  .  Our  aided  churches  share  fully  in  the  remarkable  religious  interest  that 
pervades  the  State,  and  the  numlier  of  hopeful  conversions  in  them  must  1^  much 
larger  than  usual.  .  .  .  These  revival  labors  have  done  much  to  break  down  the 
wdll  that  has  heretofore  fenced  sinful  men  into  classes,  as  hopeful  or  hopeless  for 
our  efforts,  and  to  prove  that  the  gospel  we  preach  is  for  all  men.  .  .  .  An  in- 
creasing interest  in  the  home  missionary  work  among  us  has  grown  up,  in  con- 
nection with  a  deej)  and  more  ho[>eful  public  interest  in  the  general  prosperity  of 
the  State.  The  tide  of  emigration  from  which  New  Hampshire  has  suffered  so 
much  seems  to  be  stayed  for  the  time,  and  attention  is  turned  to  our  home  re- 
sources and  the  importance  of  developing  them.  Our  churches  have  done  a  noble 
work  in  sending  out  so  many  of  their  sons  and  daughters  to  plant  and  sustain 
churches  elsewhere — a  privilege  they  would  thank  God  for,  and  crave  for  the 
future.  But  the  process  has  gone  in  many  cases  near,  in  some  cases  quite,  to  the 
point  of  exhaustion.  A  respite,  for  the  renewing  of  their  energies,  would  benefit 
all  concerned.  Meantime  we  work  on,  with  the  feeling  that  to  keep  one  of  these 
churches  alive,  especially  to  start  it  on  a  new  career  of  prosperity,  is  to  keep  alive 
a  fountain  whose  streams  of  blessing  are  destined  to  flow  into  the  remotest  parts 
of  the  land,  and  even  of  the  world." 

# 

VERMONT  HOME  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

Charles  F.  Thompson,  Esq.,  President;  Rev.  Charles  S.  Smith,  Secretary;  J.  C 

Emrrt,  Esq.,  Treasurer.     OfSce  in  Montpelier. 

This  Auxiliary  received  from  all  sources,  during  the  year  ending  February  29th, 
$14,114.46,  exceeding  the  receipts  of  the  previous  year  by  $2,585.18.  The  Treas- 
m'er  of  the  National  Society  acknowledged  from  Vermont,  in  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing March  Slst,  from  legacies,  $2,447.08;  from  churches  and  individual  donors, 
$1,118.88;  in  all,  $3,505.91— making  the  amount  contributed  in  Vermont  for 
Home  Missions,  $17,080.37 — larger  by  $4,588.79  than  in  the  preceding  year. 
The  expenditures  on  the  work  within  the  State  were  $14,551.86,  or  $3,210.91  more 
than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  Society  has  aided  within  the  year  in  snp^ortuxg  forty-nine  missionaries,  who 
have  occupied  as  many  different  fields  and  their  out-stations.  Twenty-five  of  these 
served  through  the  whole  year;  nine  others,  for  six  months  or  more.  The  average 
term  of  service  has  been  about  nine  months,  and  the  aggregate  is  nearly  thirty- 
four  and  one-half  years. 

One  church  has  been  organized,  in  a  town  where  no^  other  church  existed,  and 
which  had  been  a  moral  waste  for  two  generations.  Fewer  churches  than  formerly 
were  aided,  partly  owing  to  the  difKculty  of  securing  suitable  ministers  to  serve 
these  feeble  flocks,  so  that  they  have  gone  through  the  year  without  regular  preach- 
ing. In  other  cases,  by  uniting  their  resources,  two  neighboring  churches  have 
been  able  to  dispense  with  outside  aid.    Not  a  few  churches  are  still  suffering  ae- 
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Terely  from  emigration,  and  some  of  them  are  debating  the  question  of  joining  their 
organization  with  another  denomination,  so  that  one  efficient  church  may  take  the 
place  of  two  sickly,  powerless  ones,  and  more  economy  in  Christian  work  be  secured. 
"The  year  has  been  one  of  rich  spiritual  blessing  to  our  churches,"  says  the  Sec- 
TPtary.  **  The  Spirit  of  God  has  been  present  in  many  communities,  giving  new 
life  to  the  churches,  and  leading  men  to  inquire  after  the  right  way — the  highway 
of  holiness. '^  "  The  great  want  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  our  missionary 
work  at  the  present  time,"  says  the  report  of  the  Directors,  **  the  great  want  of 
our  feeble  churches,  the  great  want  of  many  communities  in  the  State,  where  God's 
ordinances  are  neglected,  is  earnest,  self-denying  Christian  ministers,  thoroughly 
consecrated  to  the  work  of  the  Lord,  ready  to  labor  for  love  of  him  and  love  of 
tools,  in  our  smaller  country  places.  It  is  a  matter  worthy  of  serious  inquiry 
whether  the  training  at  the  present  time  of  young  men  for  the  ministerial  woik  is 
not  defective,  fitting  them  for  the  pleasant,  cultivated,  ideal  parish,  rather  than 
to  give  them  the  spirit  of  consecration  and  self-denial  needed  to  lead  them  to  fol- 
low the  footsteps  of  the  Master  in  going  into  the  towns  of  Samaria  and  Galilee  to 
preach  the  gospel  to  the  poor." 

MASSACHUSETTS  HOME  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

Be?.  William  A.  Stearns,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  President;  Rev.  William  Barrows,  D.D., 
Secretary ;  Charles  Demond,  Esq.,  Treasurer.    Office  in  Boston. 

The  receipts  of  this  Auxiliary  for  the  year  ending  February  29th,  were  $72,908.85, 
of  which  sum  $16,213.48  were  the  avails  of  legacies,  and  $56,095.37  were  con- 
tributed by  churches  and  individuals.  The  Auxiliary  paid  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  National  Society,  in  its  financial  year  ending  March  31st,  $42,143.65.  The 
National  Society  also  received  directly  from  Massachusetts — in  legacies,  $19,- 
•53.89;  contributions  of  churches  and  individuals,  $17,277.96-in  all,  $36,931.85. 
Besides  which,  271  boxes  of  clothing,  etc.,  were  sent  to  missionaries,  valued  at 
more  than  $24,000.  The  entire  amount  raised  in  the  State,  in  cash,  for  Home 
MLssiona,  was  $103,671.14;  of  which  $24,595.64  were  expended  on  their  home 
field,  and  $2,577.21  were  8i>ecially  appropriated  by  direction  of  the  donors.  Tlie 
amount  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  National  Society  for  work  on  the  Western 
field,  was  $79,075.50 — greater  by  $5,855.78  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  missionarifs  commiissi(med  in  Mjissachusctts  within  !he  year  now 
reported  is  seventy-three.  Of  these  thirty-nine  served  through  the  entire  year, 
eight  for  eleven  months,  six  for  ten  months,  nine  others  for  six  months  or  more. 
The  total  number  of  years  labor  is  sixty-one. 

Seventy -five  fields  were  supplied,  in  seven  of  which  churches  have  not  been 
,fonned.  Fourteen  new  fields  have  been  cared  for  this  year;  twenty-six  churches 
and  stations  have  been  coupled  ;  three  churches  have  been  organized ;  two  have 
assumed  self-support 

hi  their  annual  report  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Auxiliary  make  an  un- 
answerable plea  for  sustaining  the  feeble  churches  in  the  old,  decaying  towns,  of 
which  151  actually  fell  off  in  population  between  1860  and  1870.     **  Large  portions 
of  New  England,"   says  the  report,  "were  apparently   created  of  God — certainly 
ire  used  by  his  providence — for  the  raising  of  emigrants.     And  in  sections  the 
harvest  season  is  nearly  over.     The  time   for  Ruth    is  at  hand  in   the  fields  of 
Boat  .  .  .  For  the   fathers'  sake,   as  well  as  their  own,  these  enfeebled   churches 
are  to  be  tenderly  and  generously  nurtured.     They  have  impoverished  themselves 
in  giving  their  sons  and  daughters  to  others.  .  .  .  Yet  it  should  be  remembered 
that  this  society  has  a  national  as  well  as  a  State  work.  .  .  .  The  national  domain 
has  its  daimg,  and  we  come  under  daty  to  it  through  the  American  Hom^  ^Wvkvotl- 
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ary  Society.  .  .  .  While  our  field  was  primarily  the  radius  of  Massachusetts,  it  has 
ultimately  the  immense  diameter  of  the  American  Union.  .  It  is  simply  continentaL 
Wherever  the  American  government  has  ownership  in  soil,  and  her  citizens  dwell, 
there  the  duty  of  this  Society  constitutionally  lies.  .  .  .  Another  such  field,  In 
territorial  extent,  with  issues  vital  to  the  welfare  of  the  human  race,  does  not  offer 
itself  to  be  moulded  and  developed  by  benevolent  hands.  ...  In  these  four  par- 
ticulars— the  social,  educational,  civil,  and  religious — we  are  the  radical  nation  of 
the  world.  In  the  army  of  revolution  and  reconstruction  we  are  the  advanced 
pickets,  moving  from  Europe,  across  America,  on  Asia  and  the  old  East.  And 
the  American  church  will  mistake  the  conception  of  her  missionary  work,  and  fail 
in  her  duty  to  the  ages  and  all  the  continents,  if  she  fail  to  make  this  the  army  of 
occupation  between  the  two  oceans/* 

RHODE  ISLAND  HOME  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

Hon.  William W.  Hoppin,  President;  Rev.  CJonbtantink .Blodoett,  D.D.y  Secre- 
tary ;  Edwin  Knigdt,  Esq. ,  Treasurer.     Office  in  Providence. 

The  receipts  of  this  Society  for  the  year  ending  February  29th,  were  $3,413.25,  of 
which  $400  were  paid  over  to  the  National  Institution.  This  Treasury  also  received 
from  Rhode  Island  $2,560.21 ;  all  of  which  was  the  contribution  of  churches  and 
individuals.  The  expenditures  in  the  State  were  $3,138.50,  and  the  total  amount 
raised  for  Home  Missions,  $6,093.71 — besides  $5,173  in  boxes  of  clothing,  etc., — 
exceeding  by  $532.20  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Six  missionaries  have  been  aided,  five  of  them* serving  through  the  year,  while 
two  other  churches  have  been  helped  in  securing  temporary  supply — one  for  fifty 
and  the  other  for  thirty  Sabbaths  of  the  year.  Tliis  amount,  contributed  without 
expense  of  collection,  says  the  Secretary,  "indicates  a  deepening  interest  in  the 
cause  so  vital  to  the  future  of  our  country:  a  cause  of  which  no  words  can  set  forth 

the  importance  in  view  of  the  now  opening  second  century  of  our  national  life 

Great  thoughts  may  well  stir  us  as  we  look  forward  to  the  coming  century.  Thi 
sacramental  hosts  are  girding  for  the  final  conflict  with  the  prince  of  darkness. 
The  Christian  press  is  pouring  over  the  nations  its  countless  copies  of  the  Word  of 
God.  Sanctuaries  over  the  whole  land  open  their  gates  for  worshiping  assemblies. 
Sacramental  tables  invite  all  confessors  of  Christ  to  commemorate  his  dying  love. 
The  Spirit  convicts  and  converts  the  ever-increasing  throngs  bom  here  or  coming 
from  afar  to  find  homes  in  our  boundless  domain. . .  ."VVe  must  be  ready  to  meet 
the  representatives  of  the  nations  with  our  very  best  things — even  the  varied  appli* 
ances  of  a  true  faith,  and  fidelity  in  the  means  of  education  for  two  worlds.  Wc 
must  have  ready  for  inspection  our  distinctive  ideas  of  civil  and  religious  freedom, 
as  embodied  in  our  Puritan  family,  school,  church,  and  State — all  combining  to 
make  an  intelligent,  orderly,  benevolent,  moral,  and  religious  people.  Especially 
must  the  nations  witness  the  result  of  our  century  of  revivals,  under  the  Spirit^a 
power,  in  contrast  with  the  religion  of  the  State  or  of  the  hierarchy." 

CONNECTICUT  HOME  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

Rev.  William  H.  Moore,  Secretary ;   James  L.  Chapman,  Esq.,  Treasurer.     Office 

in  Hartford. 

The  receipts  of  the  Connecticut  Auxiliary  in  the  year  ending  February  29th, 
were  $15,264.51.  The  expenditures  within  the  State  were  $14,737.73.  The  Auxili- 
ary forwarded  to  the  Treasury  of  the  National  Society,  during  its  financial  year, 
$2,490.24.  Into  this  Treasury  were  also  paid  directly,  as  avails  of  legacies,  $40,- 
818.40;  contributions  of  churches  and  individuals,  $24,818.16— in  all,  $66,636.56 
The  total  amount  raised  in  the  State  for  Home  Missions  was  $80,901.07— less  by 
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(0,432.85  than  in  the  prccetlin^  year.  The  amount  put  at  the  diiS])osal  of  the 
National  Institution  was  $68,126.80,  which  is  $G,456.9«3  less  than  in  tlie  previous 
year. 

Thirty-niM  mhsionaries  were  under  commission,  twenty-two  of  whom  served  for 
twelve  months  and  eleven  others  for  more  than  six  months  each.  The  total  number 
of  years'  service  is  thirty-one.  Thirty-five  churches  were  statedly  supplied.  One 
missionary  was  installed  as  pastor;  one  church  was  ref)aired.  The  Directors  of  the 
Connecticut  Home  Missionary  Society  have  been  lej^ally  incorporated,  and  made 
Tnistees  of  the  fund  for  disabled  ministers.  A  decided  gain  has  been  made  in  tlie 
nomber  of  churches  that  contribute  to  the  cause,  and  there  is  reason  to  hope  that 
with  the  return  of  busin<>s8  pros])erity  the  agj^regate  of  receipts  must  steadily  in- 
crease. On  the  subject  of  "  missionary  boxes  "^  sent  by  the  ladies  of  the  Connecticut 
churches  to  the  value  of  from  $15,000  to  $20,000  for  several  years  j)ast,  the  Secre- 
tary gnggests  this  caution :  "  Care  should  be  taken  that  they  do  not  diminish  the 

flow  of  mon^  into  the  treasuries  of  the  Societips Boxes  neither  procure  nor  send 

out  missionaries ;  they  pay  no  ])art  of  a  missionaiy's  salary  ;  they  plant  no  churches ; 
they  do  nothing  to  cancel  the  obligations  nor  to  extend  the  operations  of  the  Ameri- 
can Home  Missionary  Society.  For  these  things  the  Society  depends,  not  on  boxes, 
baton  the  money  which  conies  into  its  Treasury." 

Looking  back  over  the  century  since  the  Connecticut  Home  Missionary  Society 
was  founded,  the  Secretary  says:  ** It  is  probal)ly  within  tlie  truth  to  say  that  what 
these  churches  have  givc^n  for  this  object,  through  various  (channels,  in  the  hundred 
years  now  completed,  has  amounted  to  $1,500,000,  and  that  by  the  Divine  blessing 
one  thousand  Christian  churches  have  been  ])lantcd  in  our  land,  as  the  result  of  the 
share  which  Connecticut  has  borne  in  this  enteiprise." 

The  total  of  receipts  from  New  England  is  $238,088.02  ;  which  is  more  than  the 
amount  of  the  preceding  year  by  $7,180.75.  Of  this,  $82,228.02  were  expended 
within  its  own  bounds,  and  $156,464.40  were  forwarded  to  the  National  Institution 
for  its  general  work. 

NEW   YORK   HOME   MISSIONARY   SOCIETY. 

Rev.  William    M.    Taylor,  D.D.,    President ;   Rev.  John  C.  IIolbuook.  D.I)., 
Syracuse,  Secretary;  Willia^i  Henry  Smith,  Esq.,  New  York,  Treasurer. 

The  whole  number  of  missionaries  fn  tliis  State  was  Jiftif-om\  statedly  supplying 
lixty-eight  congregations.  Ten  churches  came  to  self-support;  four  were  organ- 
*wi,  and  twenty-two  were  blessed  with  revivals.  Five  pastoi-s  were  installed ; 
eight  houses  of  worship  laailt  or  largely  repaired;  and  of  tlie  104  self-supporting 
churrhes  in  the  State,  105  contiibuted  to  Home  Missions.  Tlie  total  amount 
tmtrWuted  by  the  State  to  this  treasury  was  $24,784.92,  or  $4,615.36  less  than  last 
year. 

The  "plan  of  weekly  offerings,""  a.s.siduoudly  pressed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
State  Society,  is  constantly  gaining  in  favor.  The  weaker  churches  especially  find 
thGinselves  aided  by  it  in  their  receipts.  "  No  doubt  exists  in  our  minds,''  say 
the  Trustees  of  the  New  York  Home  Missionary  Society,  '*that  the  universal 
adoption  of  this  system  would  largely  swell  the  contributions  of  churches  to  ob- 
jects of  benevolence,  and  greatly  lessen  the  number  of  those  dependent  on  our 
9<>ciety."  Efforts  have  also  been  diligently  made  to  j)romote  the  union  of  two  or 
more  neighlx)ring  weak  churches  in  the  services  and  support  of  one  minister. 
Enoouraging  success  followed  where  such  churches  were  Congregational  only,  and 
in  one  instance,  a  Congregational  and  a  Presbj-teiian  church  were  so  united;  but 
in  this  case,  they  were  in  different  towns. 
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**  Less  success  attended  the  efforts  made  on  our  part  to  consolidate  two  or  mon 

feeble  churches  of  different  denominations  in  the  same  community^  where  onlj 

one  is  really  needed  in  order  to  afford  adequate  means  of  grace.      We   an 

fully  convinced  of  the  duty  and  expediency  of   such  consolidation  in  man^ 

cases,   and  have  exerted  our  inducnce  to    ])romote  it,  and    advised    our    owi 

people  to  make  the  necessary  sacrifices.     Sometimes  we  have  declined  to  mab 

grants  wliere  there    was  little  •  or  no  prospect    of    growth,   and  still    less    o 

ultimate  self-sustentation,    and    where  the  ordinances  of  the  gospel  might  b< 

enjoyed  in  connection  with  other  evangelical  churches.      We  are  sorry  to    b 

obliged  to  say  that  we  have  not   found  a  di8])osition  on    the  part   of    «0M 

denominations  to  co-operate  in  this  policy.      Still   we  may  hope  for  a  favoi 

able  change  in  this  resjject  with  the  progress  of  light,  lil>erality,  and  right  view 

of  Christian  economy.    Tliere  are  but   two  instances  in  which  we  are  aiding  i 

church  of  our  denomination  in  a  place  where  there  is  a  Presbyterian  organization 

One  of  these  cases  is  a  town  of  near  6,000  inhabitants,  and  where  it  is  conccde< 

on  all  hands  that  a  Congregational  churcli  is  needed,  and  the  other  is  where  thi 

Presbyterian  church  has  only  a  nominal  existence,  and  is  not  likely  to  survive.     I 

has  not  for  some  time  had  any  regular  and  i>ermanent  ministry." 

The  Secretary,  during  the  year,   introduced  laborers  to  twenty- two  differen 

missionary  fields,  and  aided  upward  of  fifteen  other  churches  in  securing  paston 

"  It  is  Ixjlicved  there  never  was  a  time  when  our  churches,  strong  and  weak,  wer 

so  fully  supplied  with   ministers.'*     With  grateful  praise  the  Trustees  report  tb< 

fact  that  many  of  the  missionary  fields  in  tlie  State  were  blessed  with  revivals,  — 

seasons  of  refreshing,  as  these  are  to  all  churches,  to  feeble  and  struggling  one 

they  are  often  the  only  hope  for  preserving  existence  itself.     Some  of  these  mis 

sionary  churches  have  thus  been  graciously  preserved   from  extinction  during  tb< 

year.     One  of  '*  these  little  ones  " —  feeble,  and  among  the  weak  things,  despisec 

and  rejected  of  men  —  is  often  the  seed-corn  of  a  great  harvest,  by-and-by,  ovei 

a  wide  community.     "Destroy  it  not,  for  a  blessing  is  in  it.''     New  York  stiU 

maintains  its  place  as  the  third  State  in  the  amount  of  funds  contributed,  througl 

this  Society,  to  the  evangelization  of  our  land. 

OHIO  HOME  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

Eev.  Samuel  Wolcott,  D.D.,  Cleveland,  Secretary;  Francis  C.  Sessions,  Esq., 

Columbus,  Treasurer. 

The  work  in  Ohio  has  l>een  prosecuted  amidst  the  embarrassments  of  a  too  lim- 
ited treasury,  by  twenty-seven  faitliful  laborers,  fifteen  of  whom  have  been  in  ser- 
vice the  entire  year.  They  have  ministered  to  tliirty-fiv^  churches,  and  to  severa] 
congregations  where  no  churches  have  yet  been  organized.  Two  were  installed  at 
pastors.     Two  churches  were  organized,  and  several  houses  of  worship  dedicated. 

The  receipts  of  the  Ohio  Uome  Missionary  Society,  duiing  its  year  ending  Feb. 
29th,  were  $4,787.23,  being  $494.54  less  than  last  year ;  while  the  direct  receipts  oj 
the  parent  Society  from  the  State  during  its  year  ending  March  Slst,  were  $3,673.66. 
of  which  $2,601.71  were  from  legacies,  making  tlie  aggregate  for  Home  l^liissiom 
from  this  State,  for  the  year,  $8,460.89 ;  a  loss  of  $2,693.78  compared  with  the 
year  before  it.  "  This  falling  off,"  remarks  the  Secretary,  "  has  not  been  greatei 
in  proportion  than  in  other  benevolent  enterprises :  it  lias  been  somewhat  less.  Bui 
our  Society  "  (the  Ohio  Auxiliary)  **  conducts  its  operations  ou  so  close  a  financial 
margin,  that  a  small  reduction  of  income  is  a  source  of  special  embarrassment 
The  appropriations  have  been  necessarily  reduced;  and,  on  this  scale,  the  faithful 
brethren  have  been  wearily  waiting  for  them  when  overdue.''  During  this  year,  as  be- 
fore, the  Secretary  has  devoted  his  time  largely  to  field  service  among  the  more  de- 
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pressed  and  vacant  churches — giving  them  the  preference  over  those  better  estab- 
lished and  more  prosperous.  *'  It  has  been  a  special  object  to  group  contiguous 
feeble  churches  in  joint  pastorates,  and  with  very  gratifying  results."  lie  htis  also 
rendered  essential  service  in  visiting  and  strengthening  the  weak  churches  of  West- 
em  Pennsylvania  and  "West  Virginia,  lying  near  Ohio,  under  general  commission 
for  that  work  for  this  Society.  "  More  than  usual  tokens  of  the  special  presence 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  have  been  seen  among  the  churches,  and  the  year  with  them  has 
been  one  of  general  prosperity,  exception  being  made  of  the  unwonted  financial 
stringency  which  has  straitened  our  missionary  brethren,  and  tested  more  than  it 
appears  to  have  developed  the  spirit  of  liberality  in  the  churches."  We  cannot 
bat  believe  that,  ere  long,  Ohio,  the  eldest  of  the  Western  States,  and  under  deep- 
est obligation  to  Home  Missions  for  the  churches  which,  under  God,  have  mostly 
made  her  the  great,  prosperous,  safe,  and  happy  commonwealth  that  she  is,  will 
come  up  to  the  help  of  this  caiuse  with  gifts  commensurate  to  her  power  and  to 
the  greatness  of  the  "  regions  beyond,"  now  asking  of  her  what  she  once  asked  of 
the  East,  and  not  in  vain. 

INDIANA. 

Rev.  Joseph  E.  Roy,  D.D.,  Chicago,  Superintendent. 

Tm  missionaries  were  under  commission  in  this  State,  supplying  seventeen 
churches  and  two  out-stations.  Four  churches  were  organis^^d,  and  four  mission- 
arie?  secured  and  introduced  to  the  work.  The  contributions  ot  the  State  to  this 
Society  during  the  year  were  $2,962.04,  being  a  gain  of  $2,541.97  on  those  of  the 
jear  preceding.     Of  this  amount  however,  $2,042.40  were  the  avails  of  a  legacy. 

In  four  of  the  churches  of  the  Northern  Association  seasons  of  special  religious 
interest  have  been  enjoyed ;  and  the   stronger,  self-supporting  churches  of  the 
Central  Association — the  First  of  Terre  Haute,  the  Plymouth   and  Mayflower   of 
Indianapolis — have  been  similarly  encouraged  and  blessed.     ludeed,   throughout 
all  the  Congregational  churches  in  this  State  there  is  a  growing  spirit  of  courage 
and  fellowship.     A  wise  Christian  discretion  is  evidently  controlling  the  determi- 
nation of  the  brethren  to  plant  new  ones  only  where  openings  are  clearly  provi- 
dential and  the  calls  imperative.     Under  such  principles  of  action,  growth  may 
be  slower,  but  it  will  be  sure,  and  in  the  end  more  satisfactory,   as  in  its  i)rogress 
less  marked  by  disappoifiting  fluctuation. 

ILLINOIS. 

Eev.  Joseph   R  Roy,  D.D.,  Chicago,  Superintendent  for  Northern  Tllirois  (also 
^eld  Superintendent);  Rev.  Martin  K.  Whittlesey,  Jacksonville, 

Superintendent  for  Southern  Illinois. 

In  this  State  Ji/ty-f(nir  missionaries  were  under  commission,  statedly  supplying 
fifty-seven  churches,  and  nineteen  out-stations — a  total  of  seventy-six  congregations. 
Eight  churches  were  organized ;  five  became  self-supporting.  Four  houses  of  wor- 
ship were  built  and  dedicated ;  three  others  extensively  repaired  and  improved. 
One  minister  was  ordained.  The  coiitrihutions  from  this  State  to  the  Society  during 
the  year  were  $8,689.80 ;  a^ain  of  $244.09,  as  compared  with  the  one  preceding. 
**In  this  department,"  says  the  Superintendent  of  the  Northern  District,  "nothing 
extraoi'dinary  has  marked  the  year.  Of  the  churches  organized,  that  at  Rock 
Palls  goes  off  self-supporting;  that  at  White  Rocks  also,  by  uniting  with  another 
church ;  that  at  Roberts  is  associated  with  another  already  aided  ;  while  that  at 
Danville  asking  aid  is  to  do  double  work  in  the  Welsh  and  English  languages. 
The  sixteen  ministers  who  serve,  each,  two  churches  in  Northern  Illinois,  are  a  tes- 
timony to  an  honest  desire  to  economize  in  missionary  api)roi)riations."  "Two 
churches,*^  says  the  Superintendent  of  the  Central  and  Southern  portions  of  tVv^ 
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State,  "  heretofore  aided,  have  relinquished  aid,  one  by  sharing  pastoral  work  with 
another.  Eight  missionary  fields  have  been  blessed  with  revkaU,  and  five  others 
"which  lately  received  aid,  now  do  without  it  only  by  great  sacrifice  and  self-deny- 
ing. Every  aided  church  but  one  has  made  special  efforts  for  the  extension  of  re- 
ligion by  extra  mcetiugs.  The  year  has  been  one  of  successful  endeavor  in  severe, 
hopeful,  patient  labor,  to  secure  the  salvation  of  men.  The  pastors  of  self-sustain- 
ing churches,  the  missionaries,  and  the  Superintendent  often  united  in  a  common 
work  ;  in  many  instances  leaving  their  homes,  for  weeks  of  labor  abroad.  Much 
time  and  labor  were  given  to  churches  unsupplied,  and  to  that  large  number 
whose  ministers,  inadequately  supported,  supply  in  part  only." 

The  review  of  work  in  Illinois  brings  out  some  remarkable  facts.  Tliis  is  also 
the  jubilee  year  of  the  Society *s  operations  in  that  great  State.  Commencing  with 
two  missionaries,  it  has  had  an  annual  average,  for  all  this  time,  of  sixty-nix  com- 
missioned men  laboring  within  its  bounds,  who  have  pl&ntcd/aur  7ivudred  Congre- 
gational or  Presbyterian  churches ;  and  it  has  expended  on  this  field  not  less  than 
$600,000.  These  missionaries  have  fostered  an  extensive  system  of  educational  in- 
stitutions, have  been  foremost  in  pleading  for  human  freedom,  temperance,  and 
revivals  of  religion ;  and  have  been  largely  instrumental  in  making  society  as  health- 
ful and  moral  as  it  is.  There  are  now  482  Presbyterian  churches  in  the  State  ;  and 
245  Congregational  churches — 65  of  those  foimded  having  disappeared  through 
consolidation  and  otlwr  causes.  Of  the  present  245,  one  hundred  and  sixty-three 
were  organized  within  the  last  half  of  this  jubilee  period,  and  since  the  first  Con- 
gregational church  of  Chicago  began  its  life ;  while,  during  the  fifteen  years  since 
the  Presbyterians  withdrew  and  left  the  Society,  eif/hty-five  churches  have  here  been 
organized  and  one  hundred  and  ttoen*y  houses  of  worship  erected.  "  A  fruitful  field 
which  the  Lord  hath  blessed." 

MISSOURI. 

Rev.  Edwin  B.  Turner,  Hannibal,  Sui)erintendent. 

'J'uoeiity-eiglit  missionaries  in  Missouri  have  regularly  ministered  to  sixty-one 
churches  and  congregations.  Three  churches  were  organized:  four  houses  of 
worship  were  built — one  of  these  of  hewed  logs  to  avoid  debt — and  two  exten- 
sively repaired.  Sixteen  churches  WTre  blessed  with  revivals;  and  482  members 
wxre  added,  312  of  them  on  profession  of  faith.  Tlie  coidrihttions  to  this  treasury 
from  the  State  were  $1,047.04  ;  a  gain  of  $349.64  on  last  year;  the  total  amount 
reported  from  all  Congregational  churches  in  it,  for  the  various  objects  of  benev- 
olence, is  given  as  $17,480.  "Several  of  them  are  making  jubilee  efforts  to 
remove  debts,  with  good  prospects  of  success.  Meanwhile  the  general  work  has 
been  retarded,  in  part,  by  unusual  changes  among  the  ministers.  Eleven  left  the 
State  and  two  others  changed  their  field.  **  At  one  time  there  were  twenty-one 
vacant  churches."  "Another  hindrance  has  been  the  diflSculty  of  securing  the 
right  kind  of  men.  There  are  ecclesiastical  *  tramps '  who  i)ester  Superintendents, 
and  often  without  their  knowledge  worm  themselves  into  a  vacant  church  by 
pathetic  stories  of  poverty  or  persecution.  The  financial  straits  of  the  country  and 
the  failure  of  crops,  also,  keep  many  of  our  churches  in  a  weak  state.  Some  of 
them  arc  making  commendable  efforts  to  advance  toward  self-support,  and 
throughout  the  State  a  more  hopeful  condition  seems  discoverable,  looking  to  a 
more  successful  advance."  After  alluding  to  the  fact  that  in  the  eleven  and  a  half 
years  of  his  service  for  the  society  in  Missouri,  eighty-seven  Congregational  churches 
have  been  organized — all  but  two  of  them  in  direct  connection  with  the  missionary 
work;  tind  forty -eight  houses  of  woi-ship  built,  forty-six  of  them  by  aided  churches 
— the  Superintendent  goes  on  to  say,  "  Quite  a  large  proportion  of  this  immense 
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State  is  still  unreached  by  our  polity.  ...  In  the  Northern,  Western  and  South- 
western parts  of  this  State — ^its  most  fertile  portions,  where  the  new  population 
hu  gone  and  is  going  mainly — lies  our  chief  work,  as  a  missionary  society,  for  the 
future.  There  our  two  colleges  are  located,  around  w^hich  our  missionary  labor  is 
oystalizing,  and  our  permanent  work  is  being  done.  These  colleges  have  already 
made  their  impress  on  these  wide  regions,  and  are  yearly  growing  in  favor  and 
power.  Yet  not  half  of  these  eighty  or  one  hundred  counties  open  to  us  have 
been  occupied  or  even  explored.  For  years  to  come  there  will  be  calls  for  earnest 
heralds  of  the  cross  in  these  "  regions  beyond."  A  grand  mission,  therefore,  still 
awaits  us  in  the  State.  A  work  far  beyond  our  past  achievements  invites  us  to 
greater  zeal  and  a  larger  faith,  in  the  future.  Happy  is  he  who  has  the  honor  to 
lead  your  noble  Society  in  the  conquest  of  these  new  fields,  and  thus  add  to  the 
kingdom  and  glory  of  our  Lord."  • 

MICHIGAN. 

Rev.  WoLCOTT  B.  Williams,  Charlotte,  Superintendent  for  Southern  and  Eastern 
l&chigan ;  Bev.  Lerot  Wabren,  Grand  Rapids,  Superintendent  for  North-western 

Sfichig^an. 

In  Michigan  secenty-six  laborers,  bearing  the  Socicty^s  commission,  supplied  one 
hundred  and  forty  clmrches  and  congregations  with  the  regular  ministration  of 
the  gospeL     Seven  churches  were  organized ;  three  houses  of  worship  were  erected, 
two  greatly  enlarged  and  re-dedicated,  and  yet  others  renewed  and  extensively  re- 
paired.   None  of  the  aided  churches  came  to  self-support  during  the  year.     Indeed, 
the  financial  straits  were  such,  that  it  seemed  almost  a  necessity  that  some  of  the 
smaller  churches  which  had  become  self-supporting  should  again  ask  aid  of  the 
Society.    In  every  instance  but  one,  however,  this  unfortunate  backward  step  was 
happily  prevented.     The  contributions  to  the  Society  from  the  State  were  $4,300.10  ; 
or  14,290.92  less  than  in  the  previous  year.    Of  the  131  churclies  within  tlie  Soutliera 
and  Eastern  District,  only  46  are  able  to  support  a  pastor  without  aid.     In  this 
District  six  ministers  supply  twelve  churclies,  and  thus  dispense  witli  aid.     Effort 
is  constantly  made  to  promote  unions  of  this  kind.     "On  looking  back  eight 
years,"  says  the  Superintendent,  **  we  can  see  some   progress.     Contributions  to 
Home  Missions  have  nearly  trebled.     Twenty-one  churches,  tliut  within  that  time 
have  been  aided  by  the  Society,  now  do  without  such  help.''     There  has  been  an 
unusual  degree  of  religious  interest  during  tlie  winter ;  seventeen  of  the  smaller 
churches  report  revivals  and  conversions,  at  the  least  ten,  and,  in  some  congregations, 
a«  many  as  fifty  or  sixty.     The  practice  of  weekly  contributions  to  support  the 
gospel  is  steadily  gaining  ground,  eleven  of  the  smaller  churches  have  adopted 
the  plan,  in  whole  or  in  part,  and,  in  every  instance,  with  gratifying  results." 

This  same  report  of  religious  interest  comes  also  from  the  Northern  District : 
"Though  there  has  been  less  gain  this  year  than  last,  in  tlie  number  of  cliurches 
organized  and  houses  of  worehip  ])uilt,  as  might  have  been  expected  from  the 
decrease  of  emigration,  and  increased  stagnation  of  business — this  has  been  the 
best  year  we  ever  had,  in  respect  to  the  number  and  extent  of  revivals  of  religion. 
Fifteen  churches  have  enjoyed  them,  and  some  have  been  unusually  extensive  and 
valuable  in  their  results,  transforming  society,  and  illustrating  anew  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  We  trust  these  best  results  of  Home  Missionary  labor  may  en- 
courage those  who  love  the  work  to  sustain  it  still  with  their  gifts  and  their  pray- 
ers. We  need  in  tliis  field  still  more  laborers,  men  full  of  faith  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  to  reap  the  fields  tlmt  are  already  white  to  the  harvest. 


68  THE  HOME  HI88IONABY.  J^ljj 

WISCONSIN. 

Rev.    Franklin    6.    Dor,   Ripon,   Saperintendent  for  Northern  Wisoonsiii ;    Rev. 
Henry  A.  Miner,  Madison,  Superintendent  for  Southern  Wisconsin. 

The  work  in  Wisconsin  has  been  prosecuted  by  seventy-two  missionaries,  of  whom 
four  were  ordained  during  the  year,  and  three  installed  as  pastors.  They  minis- 
tered to  one  hundred  and  four  churches,  aided  by  the  Society,  besides  preaching  reg- 
ularly to  many  out- stations.  Eight  churches,  previously  aided,  became  self-sup- 
porting ;  and  eight  were  organized.  Five.houses  of  worship  were  erected  by  mis- 
sionary churches,  several  are  in  progress  of  erection,  and  at  least  four  others  were 
extensively  improved.  These  five  churches  were  dedicated  free  of  debt,  and  exist- 
ing debts  on  quite  a  number  more  were  wholly  canceled  or  greatly  reduced.  The 
State  cantrihuted  to  this  treasury  $3,308.45;  being  $192.14  less  than  last  year. 
The  Superintendent  of  the  Northern  District  reports  having  raised  nearly  $10,000 
at  dedications  during  the  year,  and  within  the  limits  of.  that  District,  thirty-three 
fellowship  and  gospel  meetings  were  held,  of  which  he  conducted  twenty-five,  to 
the  great  advantage  of  the  weaker  churches,  not  less  than  the  stronger.  /  Last 
October  he  wrote  :  **  Our  great  need  is  a  deep  and  extensive  revival,  of  the  Moody 
and  Sankey  kind,  coming  from  the  power  of  the  Highest.  It  will  lie  the  great 
moving  power  in  the  aggressive  work  of  the  churches  in  possessing  this  splendid 
State  for  Christ.''  Now  he  writes :  **  this  great  need  has  been,  in  a  good  measure 
met,  and  the  corresponding  results  will  appear.  Revivals  have  been  numerous 
over  the  State,  some  of  them  of  great  power.  These  churches  have  been  brought 
up  to  a  higher  plane  of  spiritual  vision  and  living,  all  the  Christian  graces  quick- 
ened, and  many  souls  converted  to  God.  Plans  were  formed  for  special  revival 
efforts  at  our  State  Convention,  and  these  were  carried  out ;  hence  the  blessing. 
Our  missionary  churches  have  shared  largely  in  the  gracious  visitation.  The  next 
Annual  Report  will  show  a  large  increase  in  our  membership.  A  corresponding 
increase  in  contributions  to  Home  Missions  will  show  that  the  work  is  genuine. 
The  kingdom  of  Heaven  draweth  nigh ;  we  live  in  grand  and  glorious  times.  The 
Home  Missionary  work  in  Wisconsin  was  never  more  inspiring,  never  so  full  of 
promise,  and  the  needs  were  never  greater  than  to-day.-* 

Discussing  "  the  al)ility  of  Wisconsin  to  do  her  own  work,"  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Southern  District  says  :  "We  have  (in  the  State)  about  200  churches ;  of 
these  not  over  50  can  be  said  to  be  self-supporting. .  .Many  are  just  on  the  border- 
line, taxing  themselves  to  their  utmost,  in  order  to  keep  off  from  the  Society's  list- 
. .  .The  *  yoking '  of  churches  and  the  cutting  down  of  salaries  liave  been  carried 
to  even  a  painful  extreme ;  greater  economy  in  this  direction  would  not  be  good 
economy,  efficiency  19  what  we  must  strike  for ;  I  see  not  how  we  can  cut  down 
another  dollar,  nor  do  I  see  how  we  can  get  along,  for  years  to  come,  with  a  much 
less  expenditure  than  at  present.  Some  churches  will  attain  self-support ;  but  new 
ones  will  come  upon  the  beneficiary  list,  and  others  still  will  need  more  help  than 
at  present,  being  weakened  by  change  in  population.  Even  now,  Connecticut, 
with  one-half  the  population,  expends  more  within  her  bounds  than  Wisconsin.    But 

while  we  cannot  expect  to  expend  much  less,  we  can  hope  to  raise  more We  do 

hope  something  from  the  great  increase  of  religious  interest  ...  Eleven  missionary 
churches  in  this  District  have  been  blessed ;  twenty-two  gospel  and  fellowship 
meetings  of  three  days  each  have  been  held,  nearly  all  resulting  in  revival  interest. 
Hundreds  have  been  converted,  and  many  of  the  weaker  churches  greatly  strength- 
ened. This  has  been  a  year  of  great  progress.  A  forward  movement  along  the 
lines  there  has  been,  but  the  work  is  not  done.  Wisconsin  is  far  from  being 
Christian.  Intemperance,  Sabbath-breaking,  and  profanity,  are  giant  evils,  not 
yet  overcome.     A  large  increasing  foreign  population  are  in  need  of  our  American 
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Christianity.    A  million  and  a  quarter  of  people  within  our  Stdte  I    We  must  be 

endaed with  power;  power  to  bring  the  gospel  to  bear,  with  its  toighty  converting 

energy,  on  all  hearts.** 

IOWA. 

Be?.  'RpERAUi  Adams/ Waterloo,  Superintendent  for  Northern  Iowa  ;  Key.  Joseph 
W.  Pickett,  Des  Moines,  Superintendent  for  Southern  Iowa. 

This  Society  sustained,  in  whole  or  in  part,  ninety-two  miifsionarUs  in  Iowa  the 
past  year;  statedly  preaching  the  gospel  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  churches ;  and, 
in  all,  to  more  than  one  hundred  and  seventy' congregations,  including  out-stations 
Of  these  missionaries  three  died  within  the  year;  five  cumc  into  this  State,  fresh 
from  seminary  studies,  were  ordained,  and  arc  doing  good  service  at  important 
points.  Eight  churches  were  organized ;  seven  became  self-supporting,  and  three 
disappeared.  Ten  houses  of  worship  were  erected,  and  several  more  largely  im- 
proved. The  State  contributed  $5,031.28  to  the  treasury  of  the  Society;  being  an 
increase  of  $548.06  upon  the  amount  reported  one  year  ago. 

"There  needs  to  be,  there  must  be,  an  enlargement  of  the  missionary  work,'* 
says  the  Sui>erintendent  of  the  northern  half  of  this  imperial  State.  "  I  have 
contrived  and  studied  for  economy  till  I  have  come  to  a  point  where  it  seems 
imposRible  to  carry  it  further,  seems  but  waste,  but  golden  opportunities  missed. 
There  is  a  point  beyond  which  labor  should  not  be  pressed  ui)on  the  brethren, 
below  which  as  to  remuneration  they  should  not  be  asked  to  labor.  .  .  .  Then 
there  is  a  class  of  churches  which  more  abundant  and  abler  ministrations  would 
hasten  on  to  self-support;  increased  expense  at  the  first  would  be  economy  in  the 
end.  And  then  we  must  get  out  into  the  country,  off  from  the  railroads.  It  is  in 
the  country  that  the  people  dwell.  They  are  growing  in  intelligence.  They  are 
not  satisfied  with  the  preaching  they  have.  I  have  plans  in  mind,  and  there  are 
openings.  But,  the  men — men  of  ability,  willing  to  labor  where  it  means  *  Home 
MUiionary  *  aU  the  way  through — can  we  find  them  ?  If  we  cannot,  God  can :  he 
will.  Such  he  has  now  in  the  field,  and  he  can  add  to  the  number.  For  such,  let 
prayer  be  made.  .  .  .  With  gratitude  to  God,  I  am  able  to  record  more  revivals 
than  in  the  year  previous.  All  through  the  autumn  and  winter  a  revival  spirit 
seemed  to  be  abroad.  Fellowship  meetings  of  much  interest-were  held.  The  week 
of  prayer  was  universally  observed,  and  in  many  places  followed  by  extra  meet- 
ings of  praise  and  prayer,  resulting  in  special  works  of  grace." 

Very  similar  is  the  report  from  the  Superintendent  of  the  southern  half.  He 
names  thirteen  churches  on  his  field  where  "  revivals  have  been  enjoyed,  while  a 
number  of  others  have  been  blessed  with  conversions  in  connection  with  a  series 
of  meetings.  I  may  say  of  our  churches,  they  never  were  so  alive  as  at  present. 
Bat  I  am  oppressed  with  the  consciousness  that  we  have  not  attained — no,  scarcely 
reached  toward — what  it  had  seemed  reasonable  to  hope  we  might  secure.  Yet  I 
wn  not  discouraged.  There  must  be  no  relaxation,  but  wiser  plans,  framed  in 
stronger  faith  and  more  prevailing  prayer.  .  .  .  This  State  may  be  said  to  have 
been  explored.  But  there  is  a  great  work  to  be  done ;  we  need  many  more  young 
men  of  fervid  zeal  and  piety.  The  field  is  white  for  as  many  as  will  come,  and 
more  will  be  needed  every  year  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  teeming  populations 
that  are  to  swarm  over  this  State  in  the  near  future.  ...  I  am  resolved  to  give 
all  that  I  have  to  give,  to  enthrone  Christ  in  the  midst  of  this  lovely  State,  and  my 
greatest  joy  is  to  welcome  others  to  this  blessed  fellowship  of  labor  and  sacrifice." 

MINNESOTA. 
Rev.  Levi  H.  Cobb,  Minneapolis,  Superintendent. 

3Uty  mUsionarie^  have  borne  the  Society's  commission  this  year  in  Minnesota  : 
six  were  ordained,  four  installed,  one  died,  and  two  men  were  licensed  during  that 
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time.  Seventy-nine  churches  and  fifty-five  out-stations,  making  a  total  of  one  hund- 
red and  thirty- four  congregations,  have  thus  been  regularly  supplied.  Two  churches 
became  self-supporting,  and  eight  were  organized.  Four  houses  of  worship  were 
erected,  and  five  others  extensively  repaired.  Sixteen  men  entered  the  State  to 
engage  in  missionary  work  under  the  auspices  of  the  Society.  Seventeen  places 
enjoyed  revivals,  some  of  them  of  great  power,  in  connection  with  the  labors  of 
its  missionaries.  The  contributions  from  the  State  to  the  Society  were  $1,531.15; 
more  by  $62.54  than  those  of  last  year.  *♦  The  general  aspects  of  the  work,"  says 
the  Superintendent,  "are  encouraging. '  Spiritually  the  churches  were  never  in  a 
more  hopeful  condition ;  financially,  especially  in  parts  of  the  State  visited  by 
locusts,  there  is  a  grand  field  for  sympathy  and  generosity."  Tlie  only  new  feature 
of  the  missionary  work  has  been  in  the  line  of  *  fellowship  meetings,'  The 
Superintendent,  with  the  cordial  and  eflficient  co-operation  of  both  ministers  and 
laymen,  during  the  121  days  previous  to  Jan.  10th,  held  119  fellowship  services  in 
44  towns.  "In  more  than  one-third  of  the  places  visited  revivals  followed, 
resulting  in  scores,  perhaps  hundreds,  of  hopeful  conversions.  A  score  of  men 
are  in  absolute  demand  to  keep  pace  with  immigration.  Urgent  calls  for  ministers 
are  coming  in  from  various  destitute  parts  of  the  State." 

KANSAS. 

Rev.  Sylvester  D.  Storks,  Qoindaro,  Superintendent. 

Seventy-five  missionaries  have  labored  in  Kansas,  supplying  112  churches  and  a 
large  number  of  out-statious.  Fifteen  churches  have  been  organized  since  the  last 
Annual  Report ;  and  two  houses  of  worship  erected.  The  receipts  of  this  treasury 
from  the  State  during  the  year  were  $891.87,  being  a  loss  of  $9.80  on  these  of  the 
year  before.  There  jire  now  126  Congregational  churches  in  Kansas.  Of  the 
fourteen  not  supplied  by  our  missionaries,  eight  only  are  self-supporting ;  three 
are  under  the  care  of  the  American  Missionary  Association ;  and  th'e  other  four 
have  been  occasionally  visited  and  served  by  ministers  or  laymen — the  latter  doing 
much  missionary  service  in  superintending  Sunday-schools  and  holding  meetings. 
Since  October,  1875,  there  have  been  revivals  in  tw^enty-two  counties :  in  more  than 
forty  of  our  churches  and  out-stations  Christians  have  been  greatly  quickened,  and 
precious  harvests  of  souls  gathered.  "Never  before,"  says  the  Superintendent, 
"have  I  seen  so  full  consecration  to  the  Lord's  work  among  the  missionaries; 
such  laying  of  themselves  on  the  altar,  and  we  have  great  reason  to  praise  God 
for  the  results.  Our  friends  at  the  East  will  also  rejoice  that  they  have  not  labored 
in  vain  for  Kansas,  and  that  their  prayers  have  been  heard  for  the  outpouring  of 
God's  Spirit  We  are  constantly  reminded  of  their  kindness  by  every  draft  received 
and  the  many  valuable  *  boxes'  and  *  barrels'  sent  to  the  missionaries.  The 
outlook  is  very  encouraging  for  the  extension  of  the  missionary  work.  A  large 
immigration  is  coming  in,  and  new  fields  are  constantly  opening.  We  greatly 
need  at  least  twenty  more  missionaries  to  supply  fields  that  are,  or  soon  will  be 
vacant,  and  to  occupy  new  territory.  The  people  cannot  do  as  much  as  they  desire 
toward  their  ministers'  support.  But  there  is  a  decided  gain  in  the  State  finan- 
cially. Although  prices  are  low,  it  is  a  great  relief  to  be  able  to  sell  com,  for  even 
fifteen  or  twenty -five  cents,  instead  of  buying  at  seventy-five  cents  or  $1.25.  The 
people  now  coming  in  have  more  means  than  the  early  settlers,  and  we  hope  to  make 
more  rapid  progress  toward  self-support  in  the  churches.  Thankful  for  all  that 
has  been  done  for  us  in  the  past,  we  still  must  ask  help,  for  the  fields  are  white  for 
the  harvest." 
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NEBRASKA. 
Rev.  Hiram  N.  Gates,  Omaha,  Saperintendcnt. 

Forty  mUHonariea  of  the  Suciety  were  emi)loyed  in  Nebniska.  Of  the  eighty- 
three  Congregational  churches  in  this  State,  eleven  were  organized  during  the  year. 
Of  the  entire  number  four  arc  self-supporting.  The  remainder  look  to  us  for  aid. 
Fifty-nine  are  supplied  by  missionaries.  The  remainder  are  wholly  destitute,  or 
casually  supplied.  Including  out-stations,  not  less  than  120  congn>gations  arc 
blessed  with  the  gospel  ministry  througli  the  aid  of  this  Society.  One  missionary 
died,  and  one  was  installed.  Two  houses  of  worship  were  erected,  another  be- 
gun, and  two  others  freecl  from  del>ts.  The  reraipts  to  this  treasury  from  the 
State  were  $602.20;  a  gain  it  $22.88  on  those  of  tjie  year  preceding.  The  Sunday- 
scliool  work  has  been  prosecuted  \vith  energy.  About  100  schools  witli  3,000 
scholars  arc  connected  with  the  churches  and  stations  supplied  l>y  our  ministers. 

*'The  year,"  says  the  Superintendent,  "  has  been  one  of  almost  unalloyed  pros- 
perity, and  the  smiles  of  Pro%ndenee  have  rested  on  us  continually.  Yet,  though 
a  prosperous  one, /it  has  in  temporal  things  been  a  very  trying  one.  It  began  while 
the  people  were  feeling  severely  the  effects  of  the  grasshopj^er  scourge,  and  while 
doubts  and  fears  were  pressing  heavily  on  their  hearto.  That  pest  again  made 
its  appearance  and  took  all  the  young  crops  in  the  South-eastern  counties,  but 
getting  thoir  wings  they  flew,  before  it  was  too  late  to  replant  and  sow,  and  thus 
the  crop  was  not  an  entire  failure  even  there.  A  kind  Provi<lence  did  not  allow 
the  grasshoppers,  once  risen,  to  alight  again,  save  in  a  few  places,  but  kept  them 
in  the  air  in  sight  of  the  people  for  several  weeks,  till  finally,  they  disap- 
peared and  left  the  aggregate  crop  greater  than  in  any  former  year.  Much 
loss  was  suffered  in  harvesting,  from  excessive  rains ;  still  there  is  food  in  n])un- 
dance,  and  some  to  spare  to  buy  necessities  and  turn  toward  the  debts  which  were 
pressing  the  people— de)>ts  that  came  over  from  the  year  before,  so  badly  scourged. 
Creditors,  having  waited  so  long,  were  disposed  to  press  their  claims;  and  this 
caused  distress  even  greater,  in  some  instances,  than  was  felt  the  year  before.  But 
the  outlook  is  brightening.  Immigrants  are  already  coming,  and  the  prospects 
are  that  we  shall  have  a  large  accession  this  year  to  our  population.  We  shall 
need  a  strong  addition  to  our  missionary  force.  And  here,  too,  the  prospects  are 
encouraging.  A  goodly  num])er  of  young  men  in  our  Seminaries,  and  others,  are 
considering  the  question  of  casting  in  their  lot  with  us.  Many  are  waiting  and 
lonjring  for  som&  one  to  break  to  them  the  l)read  of  life.  Our  Divine  Master  is 
evidently  opening  to  as  a  wide  door  in  this  State.  And  while  we  have  not  been 
able  to  do  all  we  would  in  occupying  this  broad  land  for  Christ,  we  have  abun- 
dant reason  to  thank  God  for  what  he  has  permitted  us  to  do. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Rev.  James  H.  Wakren,  D.D.,  San  Francisco,  Superintendent. 

Thirty  three  inUnonaries  have  this  year  been  under  commission  in  California — 
statedly  supplying  fifty-three  churches  and  stations,  and,  most  of  them,  superin- 
tending their  Sunday-schools.  Four  churches  were  organized,  three  of  them  at 
county  seats;  four  came  to  8elf-suj)port,  making  now  twenty-six  of  this  class  in  this 
State,  of  which  nineteen  were  once  on  the  Society's  list.  Five  houses  of  worship  were 
built  and  finished ;  four  others  are  in  process  of  building ;  and  several  others  have 
Ixjcn  extensively  improved.  For  current  expenses,  church-building,  church  debts, 
etc., more  than  $-32,000  were  raised;  and  "if  the  figures  were  all  in,  the  grand 
total  would  be  near,  if  not  quite  $50,000."  The  cotitrihi/tions  to  this  Society's 
treasury  from  the  whole  State  were  $2,834.35 ;  an  increase  of  $70.27  on  last  year. 
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f'  Nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty  memherg  have  been  added  to  the  churches.  Re- 
vivals are  reported  in  seven  or  eight  clmrches.  **  An  encouraging  feature  of  the 
year's  work  is  the  revival  of  churches  that  had  almost  ceased  from  their  struggle 
for  existence.  Six,  if  not  eight,  may  be  said  to  have  been  raised,  as  it  were,  from 
the  dead/'  Altogether,  the  year's  record  is  one  of  the  brightest  in  the  history  of 
our  work  in  this  State.  New  fields  are  opening  more  and  more.  "  Arizona,  our 
next-door  neighbor,"  says  the  Superintendent,  "  has  again  and  again  appealed  for 
help — for  at  least  one  minister,  if  not  three.  Similar  calls  have  come  from  Ne- 
vada, where  we  have  as  yet  but  one  church.  Places  nearer  by  have  been  lost  to 
us,  because  the  Society  had  not  the  means  to  take  possession." 

"  Never  in  the  history  of  the  State,  has  the  call  for  large  and  liberal  outlay  been 
so  urgent ;  never  has  the  prospect  in  agricultural,  commercial,  manufacturing,  and 
mining  directions  been  so  golden  as  to-day.  Tliis  means  growth  ;  growth  means 
w^ork  ;  work  means  workers.  Who  shall  send  th'^ni  ?  If  we  pray  the  Lord  of  the 
harvest,  will  he  thrust  the  reapers  into  the  field  before  the  church  is  ready  to  stand 
by  and  uphold  them  ?" 

OREGON  AND  WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 
The  Society  has  had  this  year  only  fcnir  men  under  commissitm  in  Oregon,  the 
same  number  as  last  year ;  and  \mifour  in  "Washington  Territory,  though  this  is  a 
gain  of  three  on  that  far  distant  coast  of  the  Pacific.  The  contrihutu)ns  to  this 
treasury  from  that  region  were  $240.20.  Tliese  eight  missionaries  have  ministered 
to  six  churches  and  five  stations  in  Oregon,  and  to  five  churches  and  four  stations 
in  Washington  Territory,  or,  in  all,  to  twenty  congregations.  Of  necessity,  when 
preacliing  points  are  so  wide  apart,  their  ministrations  in  some  instances  were  more 
infrequent  than  is  requisite  for  abundant  results.  But  evidence  is  not  wanting  that 
even  such  less  abundant  service  is  exceedingly  desirable  in  new  and  rising  commur 
nitics.  The  seed  is  tlms  planted  whose  fruit  sliall  increasingly  appear.  It  is  well 
to  pledge  towns  to  Christ  at  their  very  first  stages.  Their  subsequent  complete 
conquest  is  tluis  bespoken.  The  churclies  in  Oregon  and  Washington  are  not  only 
small  in  numbers,  but  are  compelled  to  struggle  against  some  peculiar  difficulties 
tliat  have  thus  far  greatly  retarded  their  growth.  The  population  seems  to  be 
remarkably  changeful.  It  does  not,  therefore,  plant  itself  and  found  institutions 
"with  large  willing  sacrifices.  Our  missionaries  themselves  do  not  permanently  re- 
main. A  few  years  of  labor  there  dispose  them  to  seek  other  fields.  The  General 
Missionary  of  the  Society  for  Oregon,  Rev.  George  H.  Atkinson,  D.D.,  is  a  remarkable 
exception  to  this  rule.  His  name  stands  indissolubly  connected  with  the  history  of 
that  State,  where  he  has  now  lived  and  labored  for  nearly  thirty  years,  identified 
through  that  long  period  with  almost  every  principal  movement  of  public  and 
Christian  interest.  But  against  all  hindrances,  progress  has  been  made  during  the 
year  now  closing.  Conversions  in  considerable  numbers  are  reported.  The  church 
membership  has  been  increased  and  strengthened ;  attendance  on  Sunday-school 
and  Bible-class  instruction  is  larger ;  two  churches  have  been  welcomed  into  fellow- 
ship ;  church  debts  have  been  paid,  and  revivals  at  several  points  have  testified  to 
the  gracious  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  with  the  faithful  few  in  their  labors.  In 
Oregon  City,  especially,  have  the  different  churches  been  so  revived.  Over  seventy- 
five  converts  have  been  recently  received  into  membership,  and  yet  others  are  ex- 
pected to  unite.  A  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  has  been  organized,  and  a 
daily  noon-prayer  meeting  established.  While  thus  the  churches  are  refreshed,  our 
out-stations  are  calling  for  more  work  than  the  little  band  of  missionaries  can  per- 
form. Who  is  ready  to  go  to  these  far-off  shores  from  among  the  bravest,  most 
earnest  and  self-denying  of  our  seminary  graduates  or  young  pastors  ?  It  is  a  m2«- 
sionary  field,  and  requires  miisionary  men. 
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OTHER   STATES   AND   TERRITORIES. 

The  Society,  meantime,  has  not  been  forgetful  of  other  portions  of  our  great 
national  heritage.     It  has  sought,  as  opportunit}'  offered  and  the  means  were  fur- 
9  nished,  to  penetrate  all  parts  of  the  land.     In  New  Jersey  the  number  of  its  mis- 
sionaries has  risen  from  five  to  eight,  in  Pennsylvania  from  nine  to  thirteen,  in 
Dakota  from  six  to  nine,  and  in  Colorado  from  six  to  eight.    In  Virginia,  as  during 
the  year  before,  it  has  had  one,  in  West  Virginia  two,  in  Florida  one,  in  Louisi- 
ana one,  in  Texas  two,  in  Tennessee  one,  in  Utah  one,  in  Nevada  one ;  wliile  in 
Wyoming  it  now  has  one  where  then  it  had  none,  and  none  in  Idaho  where  then  it 
had  one.    These  several  fields,  with  few  exceptions,  have  made  ample  returns  for 
what  has  been  spent  upon  them.     Had  it  been  possible  to  secure  more  men  of  the 
right  kind,  and  more  money  of  any  kind,  the  Society  could  have  reaped  harvests, 
now  ungathered,  in  several  of  those  State&  and  Territories.     From  Colorado  and 
Dakota,  from  Utah,  Arizona,  and  Nevada,  from  Texas  and  other  parts  of  the 
great  South  and  South-west,  the  calls  have  been  urgent.     The  Christian  men  and 
women  there  are  often  disheartened  by  the  greatness  of  the  fields,  their  pressing 
spiritual  wants,  and  the  small  number  of  faithful  laborers.     The  Society  ia  to  1)6 
congratulated  that  it  has  lately  secured  for  its  work  in  Colorado,  as  General  Mis- 
sionary, the  Rev.  Francis  B.  Perkins,  well  known  in  New  England  as,  of  late 
years,  the  Secretary  of  the  American  Tract  Society.     His  former  ])astorate  at  Ja- 
maica Plain,  in  Mass.,  and  his  devoted  service  as  chaplain  in  the  army  during  the 
war,  together  with  a  marked  degree  of  success  in  his  more  recent  work,  give  assur- 
ance that,  in  this  new  field  and  form  of  labor,  he  will  be  found,  by  the  churches 
and  brethren  in  Colorado,  what  they  have  long  needed  and  asked  for — a  wise, 
vigorous  and  acceptable  General  Missionary.     Tlie  Society  has  not  yet  been  able  to 
reinforce  its  solitary  and  devoted  laborer  amids  the  mountain  fastnesses  of  Utah, 
who  has  continued  his  ministry  at  Salt  Lake  City  as  before.     We  trust,  however, 
that  negotiations,  already  in  progress,  will  sliortly  bring  to  his  support  in  that 
needy  and  growing  region  more  than  one  faithful  helper. 

But,  while  compelled  reluctantly  to  turn  away  from  other  inviting  regions  fur- 
ther to  the  West  and  Soutli-west,  the  Society  has  been  almost  compelled  to  enlarge 
its  missions  in  the  **  land  of  tlie  Dakotas."  That  Territory  welcomed  our  mission- 
aries at  the  first,  and,  with  remarkable  unanimity  of  feeling  among  its  inhabitants, 
has  flung  wide  its  doors  to  their  increasing  numbers  ever  since.  Little  sectarian 
strife  has  been  seen  in  its  borders.  The  churches,  once  organized  in  that  spirit  of 
union  represented  by  the  catholic  basis  of  our  Society,  are  suffc^red  to  grow  in 
peace.    May  their  light  never  be  darkened ! 

REVIEW  OF  THE  HALF-CENTURY. 

The  Society  now  closes  the  first  fifty  years  of  its  existence.  The  tenth  of  May> 
1826 — the  tenth  of  May,  1876 ;  these  are  the  terminal  points,  and  between  them 
lies  the  whole  of  its  history.  A  single  human  life  may  span  that  period,  but 
eternity  alone  will  be  able  to  disclose  the  results  which  have  been  accomi)lished. 
When  that  body  of  131  "  eminent  and  godly  men,''  who  met  in  the  lecture-room 
of  the  Old  Brick  Church  in  this  city,  in  May,  1820,  adopted  a  constitution,  and 
launched  this  Society,  it  is  more  than  doubtful  whether  they  at  all  comprehended 
the  real  magnitude  of  their  work.  They  were,  indeed,  many  of  them,  men  of 
large  faith.  They  were  farsighted  men ;  men  that  were  taught  of  God ;  men  unto 
whom,  in  some  sense  and  partially,  no  doubt,  it  was  revealed  that,  not  unto  them- 
selves, but  unto  us,  they  did  then  minister  the  things  which  are  now  reported. 
But,  large  as  was  their  faith,  and  clear  as  was  their  vision,  it  was  impossible  for 
them  at  that  point  of  time  to  imderstand  **  what  the  spirit  that  was  in  them  did 
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sijxnify/'  or  to  foresee  what  God  hath  since  wrought  by  that  work  of  their  hands. 
They  were  busy  with  the  ierds  of  tilings. 

Four  of  the  larger  and  more  influential  Christian  bodies,  and  all  the  originiil 
thirteen  States,  wore  reprcsent<;d  in  that  movement,  and  in  the  Society's  first  Xxmrd 
of  officers.  It  was  spread  tlius  liroadly  to  find  a  sufficient  constituency  anft  an 
adequate  support.  Tlint  union  expressed  the  weakness,  more  than  the  strength  of 
tlie  existing  missionary  spirit.  There  was  not  enough  of  it  in  any  one  of  the 
great  C/hristiau  divisions  to  create  an  organization  commensunite  witli  the  work  to 
be  done.  The  comparatively  few  who  shared  the  missionary  fire  were  thus  drawn 
together,  across  all  dcuominational  lines,  by  the  necessities  of  the  case.  It  clearly 
marks  a  growth  and  spread  of  that  spirit  and  fire  that,  at  length,  eacli  of  the 
greater  divisions  of  our  Protestant  Christianity  found  itself  so  permeated  by  them, 
as  to  l)e  al)le,  and,  in  some  sense,  shut  up,  to  create  its  OAvn  instruments  for  Home 
and  Foreign  Missions.  But  this  Society  remembers  to-day  the  time  when  foui 
denominations  of  Christian  brethren  gathered  to  its  organization  and  support, 
shared  in  its  responsible  control,  and  together  reaped  its  liarvests.  It  gives  God 
thanks  at  every  remenil)rance  tliat  its  origin  was  found  in  that  eminent  manifesta- 
tion of  Christian  union  for  the  highest  ends.  But,  looking  abroad  to  day  ovei 
this  great  land,  it  is  also  grateful  that  these  several  Christian  bodies,  once  SG 
united,  are  now  engaged,  each  separately,  in  nobly  and  vigorously  prosecuting  th« 
work  which  then  required  the  union  of  all.  With  its  staff  it  passed  over  thii 
Jordan,  and  now  it  has  become  those  several  bands.  But,  standing  now  where  it 
has  stood  from  the  hour  of  its  origin,  on  the  identical  basis  of  that  broad,  catholic 
constitution  then  supplied  to  it ;  and  holding  still,  as  it  has  always  unchangcabl] 
held,  to  that  idea  of  union  wliich  loves  to  express  itself  in  common  work  for  th< 
one  Lord,  the  Society,  on  this  fiftietli  anniversary  of  its  origin,  extends  the  wann 
hand  of  true  Christian  brotherhood,  it  sends  forth  Christian  greeting  to  all  iti 
co-laborers  of  every  name,  in  this  great  field  of  American  Home  Missions. 

When  the  Society  wjis  organized,  America  had  little  more  than  one-fourth  of  iti 
present  population.  Its  East<Tn  States  were  but  thinly  peopled,  and  its  frontiei 
"settlements"  still  clung  trem]>lingly  to  the  western  flanks  of  the  AlleghanieB. 
Here  and  there,  along  •  the  larger  water-courses,  at  the  more  favorable  ]>oints  ot 
the  margin  of  the  Great  Lakes,  and  on  the  edges  of  the  vast,  uninhabited,  bul 
most  inviting  i)rairies  of  the  Interior,  might  be  found  the  nascent  city,  the  scat 
tered  hamlet,  or  the  solitary  cabin.  The  "  Valley  of  the  Genesee,"  in  New  York 
the  "  lieserve,"  in  Ohio,  were  then  the  "  Far  West."  Those  crowding  empires- 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  this  side  the  Mississippi,  and  the  yel 
mightier  States  looming  up  beyond  that  river — had  not  then  swept  up  out  of  the 
darkness  in  which  tliey  lay  enveloped.  The  Rocky  Mountains,  with  all  theii 
stores  of  wealth,  Colorado,  Dakota,  Wyoming,  Utah,  Nevada,  Idaho,  Montana 
were  inaccessible  or  hidden  behind  the  **  Great  American  Desert"  Texas,  Neifi 
Mexico,  Arizona — each  one  an  imperial  possession,  equal  in  extent  and  unde- 
veloped resources  to  the  monarchies  of  Europe,  were  mere  Mexican  provinces 
The  far-off  sliores  of  the  Pacific,  bound  about  with  a  golden  girdle — California 
Oregon,  Washington — were  known  to  men  only  as  themes  for  dim  and  shadow} 
romance,  their  storehouses  of  treasure  not  yet  unlocked. 

Those  tides  of  emigration,  first  from  Europe  and  now  from  Asia,  which  have 
arrested  the  eye  of  the  age,  had  not  then  revealed  their  startling  ultimate  volum< 
upon  our  eastern  and  our  western  shores.  The  fathers  thought  themselves  found 
ing  a  Society  which  should  deal  with  the  simpler  problem  of  following  with  th< 
gospel  the  advancing  lines  of  natural  increase  of  population.  AVe,  their  sons, 
have  been  called  to  deal  with  the  severest  moral  and  religious  strain  known  to  any 
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nation  in  modem  times.  The  work  has  been  not  only  to  provide  for  our  own, 
but  to  absorb  and  Christianize,  as  well  as  Americanize,  a  mass  of  crude  material — 
eager,  urgent,  positive,  but  at  the  same  time  ignorant,  superstitious,  bigoted,  or 
infidel,  and  bitter  toward  our  Bible,  our  Sabbath,  and  our  God ;  and  therefore  of 
necessity  in  antagonism  with  those  ideas  and  principles  and  laws  underlying  and 
gostaining  our  national  life.  These  fifty  years  under  review  have  thus  brought  to 
08  not  less  than  from  fifteen  to  twenty  millions  of  foreign  inhabitants,  who  have 
at  once  entered  into  the  very  government  and  control  of  the  nation.  It  is  not  in 
human  power  to  compute  the  peril,  the  strain  under  which,  during  much  of  this 
period,  the  nation  has  thus  been  made  to  pass.  What  part  this  Society  has  borne, 
what  work  it  has  performed  in  bringing  this  fearful  and  as  yet  obstinate  problem 
thus  far  toward  its  final  and  happy  solution,  no  statistics,  no  records  can  state. 
It  is  not  to  be  tabulated  in  figures.  It  is  legible  alone  in  the  thousands  of  churches 
it  has  planted  and  nourished  into  strength ;  in  the  purified  communities  wide- 
spread around  those  churches,  each  one  a  revolutionizing  center  of  Divine  life ; 
in  these  visible  and  perpetual  memorials  of  its  service  which  the  grace  of  God 
has  reared  by  scores  and  hundreds  in  so  many  States  and  Territories  of  the 
Union. 

Nor  has  this  problem  of  Immigration  been  the  only  one  laid  upon  the  Society. 
When  it  was  organized  and  began  its  work,  American  Slavery  claimed  nearly  half 
the  nation  for  its  empire.  The  questions  which  that  gigantic  system  brought  into 
religious,  not  less  than  political  administration,  were  not  easily  handled.  It  re- 
quired the  wisdom  that  cometh  from  above.  For  more  than  thirty-five  years  of 
these  fifty,  Slavery  confronted  this  Society  and  the  free  gospel  it  went  forth  to 
preach,  with  prohibiting  limitations.  The  Society  would  not  be,  was  not  false  to 
its  mission  and  its  Lord.  It  was  sent  to  preach  tlie  gospel — the  gospel  of  love 
and  of  righteousness — to  every  creature.  It  took  not  counsel  of  flesh  and  blood.  It 
claimed  the  right  to  declare  the  whole  counsel  of  God.  The  result  followed.  It 
cewed  to  be  tolerated.  Its  churches  were  closed.  Its  ministers  were  banished, 
and  its  work  mostly  terminated  in  all  that  region  controlled  by  slavery.  But  the 
hour  of  Divine  vindication  followed  close  behind.  The  enfranchising  gospel 
might  have  achieved  a  bloodless  victory.  The  sword  of  power  was  the  alterna- 
tive resort.  The  reign  of  oppression  was  broken.  Oar  nation  is  free.  What  part 
this  Society  bore  in  that  tremendous  conflict  which  shook  the  continent  and  made 
the  sea  tremble,  preaching,  as  it  would,  a  gospel  of  freedom  and  charity,  re- 
enforcing  the  conscience  of  the  nation  through  the  constant  ministrations  of  its 
thousand  missionaries,  upholding  the  laws  of  God's  eternal  righteousness,  and  pre- 
serving its  own  great  name  and  influence  from  complicity  with  the  evil  as  a  stand- 
ing and  powerful  protest  against  its  continuance  in  the  land — this^  also,  is  some- 
thing which  no  records  can  state,  which  no  tabulated  figures  can  be  made  even  to 
suggest. 

As  with  the  problems  of  Immigration  and  Slavery,  so  has  this  Society,  in  these 
fifty  years,  been  called  to  deal  with  that  of  Ecclcsiasticism.  Three  out  of  the  four 
denominations  that  were  originally  represented  if  not  em})raced  witliin  it,  have  one 
a^ter  another  withdrawn.  Ecclcsiasticism,  if  it  did  not  divide  tlie  Society,  at  least 
seriously  embarrassed  its  action  at  times.  Founded  on  principles  and  a  plan  that 
essentially  ignored  differences  of  polity,  it  was  not  merely  reluctant  but  practically 
forbidden  to  chape  its  own  administration  upon  them.  It  was  to  be  in  fact,  as  in 
Dame,  a  Urdon  Society.  But  when  the  swelling  tide  of  ccclasiastical  partizan  feel- 
^%  on  any  question  found  itself  able  to  command  sufficient  material  support  for  a 
satisfying  separate  work,  which  should  embodv  results  in  churches  of  its  own  denom- 
uational  variety,  that  feeling  was  not  slow  in  making  itself  heard.     And  when 
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its  demands  were  unheeded  or  denied,  it  soon  become  importunate  for  separation. 
Thus  the  Society  was  compelled  to  see  itself  dismembered ;  its  visible  exhibition 
of  the  communion  of  saints  of  different  names  in  such  working  union  and  co> 
operation  came  to  an  end ;  and  it  was  left  in  the  hands  and  to  the  control  and 
support  of  a  single  one  of  the  four  great  divisions  that  called  it  into  being.  This 
was  from  no  choice  of  its  own.  It  came,  we  may  say,  in  the  way  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, and  as  a  legitimate  development  of  the  ecclesiastical  preferences  among  its 
constituency  so  soon  as  that  development  was  safe.  The  Society  was  created  to 
bless  the  whole  land ;  very  early  in  the  Expanding  annals  of  our  country ;  close  to 
the  fountain-head  of  our  nation.  *'  And  a  river  went  out  of  Eden  to  water  the 
garden  ;  and  from  thence  it  was  parted  and  became  four  heads ; "  and  the  result 
is  that  it  more  surely  "  compasseth  the  whole  land  "  with  the  water  of  life. 

But  the  Society  has  here,  too,  made  its  record  on  the  Christian  history  of  the 
nation.  It  has  been,  is  now,  and  will  continue  to  \ye  an  argument,  and  a  most 
effective  one,  to  show  that  when  Qhrist  is  first,  brethren  may  work  together,  as  well 
as  dwell  together  in  unity.  Nor,  while  passing  through  all  these  controversies  of 
ecclesiasticism,  and  solving  for  itself  and  for  others  the  delicate  and  often  exciting 
questions  involved,  has  it  lost  the  confidence  of  any  portion  of  the  great  household 
of  fajth.  Dismemberment  was  not  disruption.  .  Loss  was  not  decay.  After  every 
such  separation  it  has  taken  on  a  new  strength  and  gone  forward  with  fresh 
accession  of  vigor.  A  branch  was  broken  off,  but  the  parent  stock  still  brought 
forth  more  fruit.  Those  who  were  left  pledged  themselves  anew,  brought  larger 
gifts  to  the  treasury,  loved  the  Society  more  closely,  made  more  fervent  prayer — 
and  God  heard  and  answered. 

It  were  impossible  even  to  name  all  the  subjects  that  press  for  mention,  in  a, 
review  like  this,  nor  shall  we  attempt  it.  But  this  Committee,  intrusted  as  it  is 
with  the  financial  administration,  is  compelled  at  least  briefly  to  allude,  at  this 
time,  to  those  monetary  convulsions  which,  commencing  at  business  centers,  have 
repeatedly  shaken  the  whole  land,  threatening  disastrous  results  to  the  operations 
of  the  Society.  The  coming  half-century  can  hardly  hold  in  reserve  for  our  suc- 
cessors eras  of  more  painful  anxiety  than  those  of  1837,  1857,  1860,  1873,  or  this 
present  distress.  But  out  of  them  all  the  Lord  has  graciously  delivered  us.  lie  has 
never  failed  to  appear  for  our  help.  In  the  darkest  hours  and  through  the  deepest 
deserts  he  has  led  the  Society  as  by  a  pillar  of  fire.  The  hundreds  of  missionary 
families,  the  weak  churches,  have  indeed  been  called,  at  rare  intervals,  to  "wait 
patiently,"  and  soilietimes  with  heroic  sufferings.  But  in  the  end  the  Society  was 
enabled  to  fulfil  its  pledges  and  go  forward  with  its  work.  God  summoned  help 
for  it  from  unwonted  and  unexpected  sources.  Some  rock  has  been  smitten  and 
made  to  yield  its  hidden  streams.     He  gave  his  servants  bread  from  heaven  to  eat. 

Standing  on  this  eminence  of  fifty  years,  so  crowded  with  labor  and  reward,  the 
Society  now  seems  called  of  God  to  look  forward  to  yet  nobler  service  in  the  king- 
dom of  his  dear  Son.  Behind  it .  is  the  record  of  a  rising  civilization  covering 
this  continent  with  Christian  homes  and  schools  and  churches ;  with  the  well- 
ordered  and  peaceful  communities  of  a  powerful,  prosperous,  intelligent,  religious, 
and  free  people.  Behind  it,  also,  are  the  convulsions  and  struggles,  the  bloodshed 
and  sufferings,  by  which  and  through  which  the  nation  has  reached  its  present  con- 
dition. In  all  these  things  tlie  Society  has  wrought  its  part,  seeking  to  honor  God 
and  man.  To  the  careful  student  of  American  history,  that  part  will  not  seem 
insignificant. 

We  cannot  suppose  that  interests  of  inferior  magnitude,  or  that  services  of  less 
grandeur  will  be  brought  to  us  in  the  next  fifty  years.  This  Society  will  go  for- 
ward to  meet  them  with  the  accumulated  wealth  of  richest  experience.    In  this  half- 
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century  it  has  been  gathering  the  lessons  of  practical  wisdom  in  dcaliug  with  the 
questions  brought  before  it.  It  has  been  eclaircizing  to  itself  and  others  the  immu- 
table [principles  that  must  control  such  a  Society's  administration  to  make  it  uni- 
formly successful ;  and  this  it  will  take  with  it  into  the  coming  time.  Mistakes 
to  which  the  fathers  were  exposed,  in  entering  upon  untiied  ways,  may  well  be 
avoided  now,  and  the  coming  half-century  be  entered  and  trodden  witli  firmer 
foot  The  treasured  legacies  of  prayers  offered  for  it  are  also  its  heritage.  In 
this  long  series  of  years  how  many  an  aided  church's  altar  has  been  laden  witli 
them !  How  many  a  dying  missionary  has  spent  his  last  breath  in  pouring  them 
out  unto  God  I  How  many  a  self-denying  supporter  has  entered  into  his  everlast- 
ing reward  with  its  name  engraven  on  his  heart  I  And  then,  the  prestige  of  fifty 
splendid  years  of  eminent  Christian  service  gathers  to-day  about  this  Society,  and 
sets  it  beyond  disturbance  or  shock  in  the  confidence  of  the  cliurch  of  Christ.  An 
enlightened  patriotism  beholds  in  it  one  of  the  most  active  and  powerful  uphold- 
ers of  American  morality  and  American  liberty,  while  enlightened  Cliristian  faith 
recognizes  in  it  a  chosen  and  tried,  a  successful  and  honored  instrument  of  serving 
the  Lord.  In  possession  of  these  accumulated  results  of  fifty  years,  so  trained 
and  fitted  for  even  a  higher  and  more  successful  mission,  the  Society  now  enters 
on  the  second  half -century  of  its  existence.  The  beckonings  of  a  great,  a  transcend- 
ently  solemn  future,  swiftly  rising  before  it,  summon  it  forward.  It  needs  no 
.  spirit  of  prophecy,  that  we  should  be  oppressed  by  the  greatness  of  the  trust  com- 
mitted to  us.  More  than  ever  does  the  world  call  on  American  Christians  to 
save  their  own  land,  and  turn  all  its  mighty  forces  in  the  direction  of  godliness 
and  human  redemption.  More  than  ever,  from  all  parts  of  the  earth,  do  we  hear 
tlie  cry  of  suffering  and  dying  nations,  pleading  witli  American  Christians  to  ren- 
der this  service  to  mankind. 

When  the  next  fifty  years  are  ended,  we  who  now  speak,  and  act,  and  pray  for 
this  land,  shall  have  gone  to  our  fathers — our  day  and  our  work  alike  ended. 
But  our  children  and  our  children's  children  will  then  be  standing  where  we  stand, 
and  Hving  where  we  live.  They  will  then  be  looking  back,  and,  from  their  im- 
measurably greater  times,  will  speak  of  our  life,  our  la)>oni,  our  views,  and  our 
plans,  just  as  we  speak  of  those  of  our  fathers  as  having  fallen  immensely  behind 
the  great  reality.  God  grant  that  they  may  l)e  able  to  say,  as  we  can  say :  Our 
fathers  wrought  in  the  wisdom  of  God ;  they  so  planned  and  labored  and  builded, 
under  tlie  leading  and  spirit  of  Christ,  as  to  i>repare  and  leave  behind  them,  in 
lasting  heritage,  this  great  American  continent  as  a  Christian  homestead  for  the 
world— Immanuel's  land,    a  mountain  of  noLiNEss,    a  dwelling-place    of 

RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

In  l)ehalf  of  the  Executive  Committee: 

David  B.  Coe, 
Alex'r  H.  Clapp, 
Henry  M.  Storks, 

Secretaries  for  Correspondence 
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A  TREASURY  OF  HISTORY. 

Chief  Justice  Bartlett,  of  New 
Hampshire,  said  that  he  read  Tha  Home 
Missionary  more  than  anything  else  of  the 
kind,  because  it  gave  him  reliable  infor- 
mation of  the  progress  of  the  West  in  all 
important  interests.  President  Blanchard 
called  it  ^*  a  panorama  of  the  Mississippi 
valley,  corrected  to  date,  monthly."  In 
the  Annual  Reports  and  The  Home  Mis- 
sionary ^  records  of  the  work  are  stored 
away  as  stratified  testimony  of  unim- 
peachable witnesses.  The  pioneers  who 
are  making  history  have  no  time  for  the 
writing  of  it.  But  the  Home  Missionaiy 
is  among  them.  **  taking  notes,"  for  he 
must  make  a  quarterly  and  an  annual 
report;  and  these,  with  his  occasional 
letters,  all  go  on  tile  and  some  of  them 
into  pi  int.  On  seeing  the  files  at  the 
Bible  House,  with  a  letter  of  his  own 
thus  long  since  liidden  away,  the  late  Dr. 
Swain  remarked,  *'Why,  it  is  like  the 
Day  of  Judgment." 

The  Superintendents,  the  Society's 
eyes  and  ears,  are  constantly  reporting 
from  a  broader  view.  Fugitive  articles 
in  the  local  press,  bearing  upon  current 
history,  find  safe  keeping  on  their  pages. 
Frontier  explorations  by  the  Society's 
ofl^icials  or  friends  are  here  reported  for 
record. 

Our  United  States  Signal  Service  lo- 
cates its  observers  at  selected  stations 
over  all  the  land,  and  up  as  high  as 
the  top  of  Pike's  Peak  ;  and  the  essence 
of  their  daily  reports  becomes  a  neces- 
sity of  the  people.  Our  United  States 
Mission  Corps,  nearly  1,000  signal  men, 
rei)ort  from  the  mountains,  plains  and 
coasts  of  our  country  the  currents  of  the 
social,  civil  and  religious  life  of  the 
opening  regions  ;  and  these  records  are 
accessible,  not  only  to  the  historian  and 
the  philosophical  writer,  but  to  every 
one  who  cares  to  search  them. 

During  this  Centennial  year,  when, 
witli  patriotic  fervor,  so  many  are  search- 
ing the  history,  by  which  a  thousand 
years  of  ordinary  national  life  seem  to 
be  brought  into  a  hundred,  no  richer 
mine  than  this  can  be  opened,  than  this 


treasure  of  facts  as  to  the  mighty  growth 
of  the  interior  and  of  the  West,  in  the 
last  fifty  years.  If  one  would  search  out 
the  history  of  these  Western  Cliristian 
colleges,  which  are  becoming  a  glory  of 
the  land,  he  will  find  it  embedded  in  the 
record  of  these  home  missionary  opera- 
tions. If  one  would  investigate  the 
process  by  wjiich  Puritanism  has  given 
law  to  these  empires  of  the  West,  and 
has  held  them  true  to  the  Union,  he  will 
discover  it  in  that  course  of  Christian 
evangelism  which  is,  in  part,  set  forth 
in  these  volumes.  Take  almost  any  one 
of  the  influential  churches  of  the  two 
co-operative  polities  in  the  region  be- 
yond "  the  old  thirteen,"  and  turning  to 
these  pages  you  will  find  concerning  it 
reminiscences  of  thrilling  interest.  Name 
almost  any  ministerial  veteran  in  that  part 
of  the  country,  and  here  you  will  find 
an  account  of  his  early,  toil,  self-denial 
and  success.  Out  of  their  letters 'and  arti- 
cles here  preserved,  one  can  write  a  fuller 
monograph  of  their  work  than  their  own 
memories  would  now  reproduce. 

That  series  of  Annual  Sermons  here 
preserved,  delivered  in  the  coui*se  of  the 
last  half  century  by  the  elect  preachen 
of  the  day,  drawn  either  from  fresh  per- 
sonal observations  upon  the  Western 
field,  or  from  the  great  facts  and  princi- 
ples at  issue,  is  a  kaleidoscope  of  the 
thought  and  feeling  that  liave  revolved 
in  the  breasts  of  such  Christian  patriotB 
through  these  eventful  years. 

He,  therefore,  who,  from  year  to  year, 
has  preserved  these  monthly  messengers, 
has  a  precious  treasure.  A  complete 
bound  set  of  the  Annual  Repoils  and  oi 
The  Home  Missionary  in  the  Chicago  ofiic( 
was  its  chief  loss  in  the  great  fire.  Kindly 
replaced  from  the  headquarters,  they  ar€ 
held,  not  only  as  indispensable  imple- 
ments of  work,  but  as  a  fountain  of  in- 
spiration in  it.  Aside  from  their  province 
as  a  medium  of  communication  among 
the  workers  and  the  friends,  aside  from 
their  8er\'ice  as  the  main  collecting 
agency,  they  are  invaluable  as  a  thesau- 
rus of  history.  J.  K  R. 
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American  Congregational  Union. 

Rev.  Ray  Palmkr,  D.D.,  Sec.  69  Bible 

Hoase,  New  York. 
Rev.  Ohkistopheu  Gushing,  D.D.,  Sec, 

20  CoDgregational  House,  Boston. 
N.  A.  Calkins,  Treas.,  69  Bible  House, 

New  York. 

On  Sabbath  evening,  May  14th,  the 
Annual  Discourse  before  the  Union  was 
delivered  by  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Taylor,  D.D., 
in  the  Broadway  Tabernacle  Church,  New 
York.  The  semion  was  worthy  of  the 
preacher  and  the  occasion.  It  was  pre- 
ceded by  a  very  brief  statement  by  Dr. 
Ray  Palmer,  one  of  the  Secretaries,  of 
which  the.  following  paragraphs  are  the 
more  important  parts: 

"Let  us  look  at  the  progress  and  pres- 
ent relative  position  of  the  Congrega- 
tional churches.  If  we  turn  backward  to 
the  earliest  days  of  the  history  of  these 


5.  Such  was  the  progress  of  the 
churches  of  our  fathers  in  two  hundred 
years— say  from  1650  to  1850.  They 
doubled  in  every  thirty  years.  In  fact,  the 
increase  had  been  much  greater  than  these 
figures  represent.  For,  before  1850,  be- 
sides the  Unitarian  defection  which  with- 
drew so  many  from  the  body,  a  great 
number  of  Congregational  churches  had 
been  carried  over  to  Presbytcrianism  by 
means  of  the,  to  us,  unfortunate  *'  plan  of 
union."  These,  however,  though  lost  to 
our  communion,  were  happily  not  lost  to 
the  household  of  faith. 

It  was  two  yeara  later,  at  the  Albany 
Convention  in  1852,  that  the  brethren 
from  the  West  aj)pealc'd  to  the  East  for 
aid  in  church-building,  and  it  was  deter- 
mined to  give  it.  The  next  year  the 
Congregational  Union  was  organized  for 
general  purposes  connected  with  the  de- 
velopment and  welfare  of  the  denomina- 


churches,  we  find  it  full  of  interest  and   tion;  but  it  was  not  till   1857   that   it 


of  lessons  for  the  present  and  the  future. 
Special  attention  is  asked  to  the  follow- 
ing concise  statements  illustrative  of  the 
successive  stages  of  their  growth. 

1.  Wlien  the  Synod  of  the  Congrega- 
tional churches  met  at  Cambridge,  ^lass., 
in  1048,  there  were  but  forty-six  Congre- 
gational churches  in  New  England,  and 
none,  of  course,  beyond. 

2.  In  1696,  forty-eight  years  later,  the 
number  had  increased  to  one  hundred 
and  eighteen. 

3.  In  1760,  sixty- four  years  later  still, 
the  number  in  all  New  England  had  be- 
come four  hundred  and  eighty -three. 

4.  Kini'ty  years  yet  later,  that  is  in 
1850,  the  number  in  New  England  was 
estimated  at  about  one  thousand  three 
hundred.  To  these  were  then  to  be  add- 
ed about  three  hundred  others,  chiefly 
in  the  .Middle  and  Western  States.  So 
that  but  twenty  five  years  ago  the  total 
evangelical  Congregational  churches  in 
the  whole  United  States  we  may  say,  in 
round  numbers,  was  about  one  thousand 
sii  hundred. 


assumed  the  charge  of  the  work  of 
church-building,  and  voted  its  first  grant. 
See  then  the  advance  of  Congregation- 
alism in  less  than  twenty-five  years  !  The 
latest  returns  give  us  about  three  thous- 
and five  hundred  churches,  as  the  number 
reached  by  increase  from  one  thousand 
six  hundred  since  1850.  We  have  m^'e 
than  doubled  in  this  brief  period  !  About 
one  thousand  churches,  since  1852,  have 
been  aidpd  in  building  their  houses  of 
worship,  upwards  of  $700,000  having 
been  raised  for  this  purpose.  The  num- 
ber of  churches  contributing  to  the  Congre- 
gational Union  has  steadily  increased, 
and  was  greater  the  last  two  years  than 
in  any  preceding — excepting  always  the 
special  effort  after  the  Boston  Council — 
notwithstanding  the  financial  distress. 
The  churches  aided  are  scattered  through 
thirty-four  States,  from  the  St.  John's 
River  on  the  North-east  to  the  Columbia 
on  the  North-west. 

We  may  justly  congratulate  our 
churches  on  these  results ;  especially  if 
we  also  remember  that  parallel  with  this 
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rapid  development  of  our  polity  and 
multiplication  of  our  churches,  has  been 
the  rise  and  growth  of  our  educational 
institutious  of  all  grades— of  which  Con- 
gregational churches  have  always  l^een 
the  nursing  mothers — and  of  our  great 
organizations  for  Christian  work.  It  is  a 
noble  record.  Are  we  not  justified  by  it 
in  the  anticipation  that  the  next  twenty- 
five  years  will  double  our  number  again, 
as  did  the  last,  giving  us  in  the  year 
1900,  a  total  of  seven  thousand  church- 
es? Our  churches  and  our  princi- 
ples were  never  more  vital  and  progres- 
sive than  to-day  ;  and  we  know  that  the 
Cross  of  Christ  which  we  bear  embla- 
zoned on  our  banner,  and  the  precious 
truths  that  like  stars  are  clustered  round 
it,  have  lost  nothing  of  their  power  to 
renovate  and  save.  We  have  only  to  hold 
on  with  steady,  patient  courage  to  reach 
the  grand  results  for  which  our  fathers 
X)rayed,  and  were  ready  to  suffer  and  die, 
in  the  complete  evangelization  of  our 
country." 


American   College  and  Sduoation  So- 
ciety. 

Rev.  Increase  N.  Tarbox,  D.D.,  Sec. 
James  M.  Goiux)N,  Esq.,  Treas. 

Office,  No.  32  Cong.  House,  Boston. 
Money  may  be  sent  either  to  the  Treas- 
urer, in  Boston,  or  to  Rev.  R.  B.  How- 
ard, 62  Bible  House,  New  York. 

The  Christian  College. — A  debate 
is  now  going  on  in  this  land, — not 
perhaps  very  publicly,  except  in  certain 
localities,  but  nevertheless  wide-spread 
and  comprehensive, — touching  the  merits 
of  the  old-fashioned  New  England  type 
of  Colleges,  as  compared  with  the  later 
State  Universities.  It  has  been  a  high 
and  favorite  ideal  with  some  men,  that 
the  State  should  absorb  into  itself  almost 
all  departments  of  Education,  and  hold 
the  sustaining  power,  and  the  general 
control.  The  Hon.  Horace  Mann,  in  his 
day  and  generation  wrought  earnestly  and 
infiuentially  in  this  direction.  From  the 
simplest  forms  of  elementaiy  education 
up  through  all  the  grades,  to  the  highest 


departments  of  the  University,  he  would 
have  the  whole  provided  for  by  the  State 
at  the  public  expense,  and  a  regular 
series  of  examinations,  by  which  pupils, 
who  desired,  might  be  passed  forward 
step  by  step  from  the  lowest  round  of 
the  ladder  to  the  highest  On  a  hasty 
and  superficial  view,  this  idea  may  seem 
a  very  attractive  one  to  multitudes,  and  is 
an  attractive  one  to  certain  individuals, 
who  are  still  laboring  hard  to  realize  this 
idea,  and  embody  it  in  institutions. 

But  experience  is  the  best  guide  and 
teacher,  and  the  results  already  presented 
by  State  Universities,  as  they  exist  here 
and  there  throughout  our  country,  are 
such  as  will  not  be  found  very  encourag- 
ing.    Some  of  these  institutions  have  in- 
deed  gatliered  a  large  number  of  students 
in  their  various  departments,  while  others, 
as  yet,  have  not    But  the  strifes,  debates 
and  moral  frictions  which  go  on  about 
these  institutions,  do  not  greatly  com- 
mend them.     First  of  all,  the  different 
religious  bodies  in  any  given  State  are 
apt  to  be  in  a  condition  of  chronic  jeal- 
ousy, lest  they  sliould  not  be  properly 
represented  in    the  government  and  in- 
struction.    But  what  is  far  worse,  men 
of  no  religion,  infidels,  and  freethinkers 
are  loud  in  their  complaints  that  any  re- 
ligion whatever  should  be  inculcated  at 
the  public  expense.    ITiey  are  injured 
in  a  vital  part  if  a  positive  Christianity 
is  taught  at  all ;   and  the  inevitable  ten- 
dency 19,  that  such  institutions  will  grad- 
ually fall  away  from  earnest  Christianity 
and  become  non-committaL     If  any  one 
looks  to  them  to  supply  ministers  of  the 
gosi)el  in   any    considerable    numbers, 
year  after  year,  througli  a  long  course 
of  years,  he  will  most  surely  be  disap- 
pointed. 

Instead  of  going  forward  still  farther, 
as  many  would  have  us  do,  in  the  way  of 
taxing  all  people  to  support  the  higher 
forms  of  education,  it  is  far  more  likely 
that  we  shall  go  back  of  the  point  where 
we  now  are,  and  make  only  the  more 
elementary  forms  of  education  to  be  pro- 
vided for  and  cared  for  by  the  State, 
dropping  out  quite  a  portion  of  that  in- 
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sbucdon  for  which  the  people  are  now 
taxed,  and  leaving  the  rest  to  indiyidual 
taste  and  ability. 

We  do  not  belieye  that  the  old-fash- 
ioned college,  conducted  on  strictly  re- 
ligions principles,  with  no  outsiders  to 
interfere ;  where  no  one  need  go  except  he 
desires  to  go ;  where  there  are  no  wars  of 
sects,— since  it  belongs  to  some  denom- 
ination, who  can  conduct  it  according  to 
its  own  pleasure, — we  do  not  belieye  that 
this  system  of  doing  things  is  to  die  out 


On  the  other  hand,the  more  the  State  Uni- 
versity is  put  into  opposition  to  this 
earlier  idea  of  the  Christian  College,  the 
more  will  its  glaring  deficiencies  be  re- 
vealed. We  have  been  interested  in  the 
debates  which  have  gone  on  in  the  State 
of  Iowa  touching  this  question,  and  have 
been  pleased  to  see  that  practical  men 
begin  to  understand  the  practical  work- 
ings and  the  tendencies  of  the  two  sys- 
tems. 


§,pi^0iuimtnU  itt  pny,  1876. 


Jfot  <n  commtuUm  Uut  ytaar^ 

Ber.  Robert  Kirk,  Spfringfleld  and  Bon  Homme,  Dak. 

Brr.  WmiAin  Carr,  Batier  Coanty,  NelK 

Bar.  M.  A.  Crawford,  Linwood,  Neb. 

BcT.  Eeaben  Oaylord.  FonteneUe,  Neb. 

Ber.  mnanl  F.  Hardy.  Highland.  Neb. 

Bar.  CtttriM  &  Harri«on,  York  and  oat-rtatlon.  Neb. 

BcT.  Martin  H.  Mead,  Lnam  City,  Neb. 

Ber.  MaMR  Petens  Ciark^a,  Neb. 

Ber.  Leonard  B.  Tenncy.  Kennard,  Neb. 

BffY.  Qcoiip;  8.  Thrall.  Syracuoe,  Neb. 

Bey.  Fo*er  H,  Wait^  Juniata,  Neb. 

Bev.  William  H.  Cope,  to  go  to  Kan«ui. 

Bev.  John  H.  Wilaon,  Qoindaro  and  Wyandotte  For- 

Mt^KanMu. 
Ber.  UelA-in  C.  Wood,  to  go  to  KanMw. 
Bet.  TMal  T.  Frickntad,  to  go  to  Minnesota. 
B«r.  Pnujk  N.  Walcott,  ErhanVK  Grovo,  Pelican  Rap- 

idit,  Spring  Creek  and  Rcamhlfr,  Minn. 
Ber.  T.  R.  Wilkioiion.   Paynenville,   Union  Gnjvo, 

Atwater.  Diamond  Lake  and  ('alhonn  Lake.  Minn. 
Ber.  John  H.  WillianiB,  Muttciwan,  Mich. 
Ber.  BnfQH  Apthorp.  Lanark.  111. 
Ber.  Charles  H.   Oliphant,  Orange  and  Ndrthfleld, 

K.J. 
Ber.  Pitd.  B.  Pnllan.  Vineland,  N.  J. 
Ber.  J.  C.  CaMwell.  North  Java,  Johnsonborgh,  and 

oat-«tatlun.  N.  Y. 
Ber.  Archibald  8.  Shafer,  South  Canton,  N.  Y. 

JSe-commlMiofMif. 

Bffr.  PharM  Harriaon,  Sehome,  Femdale  and  Fidal- 

go,  Wanh.  Ter. 
Ber.  Charlea  Hibbard,  Fairmont  and  Grafton,  Neb. 
Ber.  WiUiam  8.  Hllla,  Coonoil,  Blue  River  and  Mound 

View,  Neb. 
Ber.  JoBlah  K  Lowea,  Camp  Creek,  Neb. 
Ber.  Marihall  Tingley,  Blair  and  ont-etations.  Neb. 
Ber.  Juhn  M.  Cheeeeman,  Fairvleir  and  Hamlin, 

Kanaaiu 
Rrr.  Corydoo  8.  Irwin,  Ceutralia  and  Illinois  Creek, 


Ber.  lauc  Jaoobns,  Junction  City  and  vichiity,  Kan- 


Ber.  Uiram  Myera,  Alma,  Newbury,   and  Hinor's 

■chool-bon)«,  KanMks. 
Ber.  Charles  A.  Richardson,  Cottonwood  Falls  and 

Elmdale,  KanKas. 
Ber.  John  B.  SchUchter,  Rico  and  Reno  Conntiea, 


Xmr.  Isaac  B.  Smith,  Nemaha  Valley  and  Capioma, 


Rev.  Francis  L.  Fuller,  Hamilton  and  Kedron,  Minn. 

Rev.  David  Jenkins,  Monticello,  Minn 

Rev.   Sylvanns  H.   Kellogg.  ColUnn.   Round  Orove, 

Srransea  and  Preston  Lake.  Minn. 
Rev.  Levi  Loring,  Waseca.  Minn. 
Rev.  PhUip  Pcr^rine,  Blaenavon  and  Shetek  Station, 

Minn. 
Rev.  Alvah  D.  Roe,  Afton  and  Lakeland,  Minn. 
Rev.   Isaac  F.  Tobey,   Brownsdale  and  Waltham. 

Minn. 
Rev.  James  D.  Todd,  Wabasha,  Minn. 
Rev.  Asa  B.  Allbn,  Clear  Lake,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Charles  Dame,  Center  Point,  Iowa. 
Rev.   Asa  8.   Elliott,  Cincinnati  and  Mount  Ho)ie, 

Iowa, 
llev.  I>eroy  8.  Hand.  Polk  City  and  Lincoln,  Iowa. 
Itev.  Henry  Homs  Ft.  Atkinson  and  New  Hampton, 

Iowa, 
Rev.   Ixivoland  T.  Rowley,   Wayne,  Crawfordsville, 

Hickory  Orove  and  Rome,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Luther  Clapp,  Mukwonago,  Waterford  and  Ro- 

ch«»ter,  Wi!*. 
Rev.  Chester  W.  Hinman,    Maplcton,  Black  Brook, 

Lincoln,  Clear  Lake,  CUiyton  and  out-stations. 

Win. 
Rov.  David  M.  Jones,  Arena,  Wij». 
Rev.  Enoch  Jones,  Dclnflold  and  Bark  River,  Wis. 
Rev.  Stephen  O.  Brvant.  Mancelona,  Mich. 
Rev.   Samuel  E.   Busscr,  South  Boston  and  ont-stfr* 

tions.  Mich. 
Rev.  Ali<ert  Burr,  Pleasant  Hill,  Greenwood  and  out- 

stations,  Mo. 
Rev.  Fergus  L.  Kenyon,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
Rev.  Robert  J.  Mathews.  Bevier,  Mo, 
Rev.  William  B.  Bachtell,  Wythe  and  Rockford,  HU 
Rev.  Amos  J.  Bailey,  Hennepin,  111. 
Rev.  Francis  J.  Douglass,  Richmond,  111.,  and  GenoA 

Junction,  Wis. 
Rev.  Smith  B.  Goodenow,  Chandlerville,  IlL 
Rev.  Benjamin  F.  HaiOrina,  Viola,  Bridger's  Comers 

and  Green  bower,  111. 
Rev.  James  F.  Smith,  Beecher  and  Goodenow,  111. 
Kev.  William  WaltertL^Wyoming  and  Duncan,  111. 
Rev.  John  J.  Weage,  Thawville  and  Ruberts,  IlL 
Rev.  Watson  B.  Millard,  Memphis,  Trnn. 
Rev.  Henry  D.  Lowing,  Conncaut,  Pa.,  and  Pierpont, 

Ohio. 
Rev.   Irving  L.  Beman,  Morrisanin    Station,   New 

York  City. 
Rov.  Charles  H.  Crawford,  Osceola,    Florence    and 

North  OHceola,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  David  K.  Pangbom,  Wadham's  Mills  and  vioia- 

ttv,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Lewis  B.  Price,  Tioondcroga,  N.  Y. 
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MAINS— 120.00. 

Bangor,  HAmmond  Street,  Mm.  H.  Carrie 
Gashman,  **A  ooDuoemonUive  gift,"^  by 
S.  F.Daren, 


|20  00 


NBW  HAMP8HIBB— 11,094.40. 

Derry,  Legacy  of  MIm  Jeannette  Hamph- 

roy,  by  J.  C.  Taylor,  adm.,  200  00 

Mni.  M.  O.  PilUbury,  4  40 

FitzwlUiam,  by  C.  D.  Bigelow,  20  00 

Uenniker,  on  aoooant  of  Lesfncy  of  Horace 

Olbeon,  by  Bey.  B.  U.  Greeley,  1,400  OC 

VEBMONT— #861.80. 

Qforgia,  on  aoooant  of  Legacy  of  Soaan  Q, 

BlioB,  by  U.  M.  Stevens,  Trustee, 
Sheldon,  A.  E.  McLean, 
Westminster,  West,  D.  Goddard, 

MA88ACHUSBTTS— 98,270.66. 

Mans.    Home  Miss.  Boc.,  by  C.  Demond, 

Tr. 
Florence,  by  A.  L.  Williston, 
Halifax,  by  Itov.  F.  L.  Bristol, 
Lenox,  O.  W.  Ford. 
Monterey,  by  J.  Townnend, 
Newbury,  Legacy  of  O.  P.  Danforth,  by  J. 

Danforth  and  J.  H.  Newman,  Exs., 
Newburjrport,  Legacy  of  Mr».  Sarali  A.  R. 

Spring,  by  W.  H.  Swaaey,  Ex., 
Newtonville,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Hayeis 
Northampton,  O.  W.  Gilbatt^  to  const  O. 

G.  Gilbert  a  L.D., 
Pittsfleld,  J.  H.  Dunham, 

J.  S  Jones, 
Sheffield,  First,  byT.  C.  Wickwire, 
Southampton,  by  T.  P.  Bates,  to  const  B. 

N.  Norton  a  L.  M., 
Westhampton,  A.  0.  Jewett 
Wrentham,  Mrs.  B.  Oheever,  by  Mrs.  8.  M. 

Gerould, 

RHODB   ISLAND -1167.80. 


811  W 
30  00 
10  W 

2,000  00 
113  fiO 

ft  a> 

10  00 
7  26 

600  00 

800  00 
26  00 

100  00 

26  00 

26  00 

6  60 

84  26 

16  00 

10  00 


Kingston,  927.60;  H. 
Rev.  J.  H.  WeUs, 


J.  Wells,  980,  by 


67  60 
Proridenco,  Beneficent  by  J.  W.  Taft  Tr.,  100  00 

CONNBOTIOUT— 91,276.86. 

Deep  Biver,  G.  Spencer, 
Glastonbury,  First  hy  E.  H.  Andrews, 
Hartford,  J.  B.  Gone,  to  const  L.  Belknap, 
G.  E.   Spencer  and  Rev.  F.  S.  Hatch 

L.MB., 
Hebron,  by  H.  G.  Porter, 
Higgaiium,  by  8.  Gladwin, 
MUford,  Plymouth,  by  W.  B.  Bristol!, 
New  Haven,  First  by  J.  G.  Bitter, 

**  Third;  bv  F.  T.  Jarman, 

Norwalk,  **  Tliank  oflrering  of  a  member  of 

the  Ladies*  Ashoc  of  the  First  Ghuroh,** 

by  Miss  K  0.  Kfymond, 
Old  Saybrook,  Ladies'  H.  M.  Soc.,  by  Mrs. 

G.  A.  Bushnell, 
Rookville,  Second,  by  8.  F.  Noble, 
Bouthbury,  Legacy  of  Rebecca  Hv  Morcley, 

by  W.  G.  Moretey,  Bx.,  to  ounst  Sher- 
man and  Frederick  Brinsmado  L.  Ma., 
Btmtford,  by  Mm.  G.  A.  Talbot  to  const 

Capt.  &  Blakeman  and  Miss  E.  8.  Scott 

L.  Ma., 
Wallingford,  Ladies*  Benov.  Sea,  by  Miss 

Jalia  Beadle,  freight 
Watertown,  of  wh.  from  John  DeForest 

9100.  by  Eli  Gurtiss, 
West  Hartford,  Ladies  of  the  West  District, 

by  Mrs.  B.  Selden,  freight 


26  00 
80  27 

100  00 
16  00 
11  00 
60  87 

416  61 
63  24 

20  00 

60  00 
67  86 

100  00 

60  00 

800 

162  10 

400 


Winsted,  L.  M.  Blake, 

Woodbury,  First  of  wh.  from  M.  8.  Page, 

95;  J.  H.  L.,  9fi.  by  J.  H.  Linaley, 
Woodbury,  add*l,  by  A.  W.  Mitchell, 

NBW  YORK— 9466.60. 

Arcade,  by  Rev.  E.  F.  Atwood, 

Brooklyn,  Rev.  G.  D.  Pike,  96;  J.  8.Bidkj, 

Floyd,  Welsh,  by  Rer.  J.R.  Griffith, 
Groton,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Holbrook, 
LitUe  VaUey.  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Stewart 
New  York  Gity.  Mn.  Julia  F.  Noyea,  9100; 
Emily  N.  Vanderpool,  9100;  Ifm.  Han- 
nah Ireland,  960;  M.  W.  Lyon,  $W ;  H. 
B.  Siamums,  to  const  him  a  L.  M.,  980 ; 
W.  C.  Hunter,  96;  A  I^dy  of  Madiaon 
Avenue  I*renb.  Ch..  95«  / 

Rochester,  Plymouth,  by  F.  F.  Finding^ 
Seneca  FalU,  Memorial,  by  Rev.  B.  F. 

Bradford, 
Wadhams  Mills,  by  Rev.  D.  K.  Paagbom* 

NEW  JERSEY— 9107.69. 


9sao 

49  60 
600 


880 

10  00 
860 

96  UO 
480 


840  00 
60  00 

96  00 

600 


900 


Orange,  Rev.  R.  G.  Greene, 

.  Talley  Ch.,  of  wh .  from  John  Wiley,  989 
in  full,  to  const,  him  a  L.  D.,  and  Osgood 
WU«y  a  L.  M.,  by  A.  Garter,  Jr.,  106  60 


PENNSYLVANIA-912.37. 

KnoxviUe,  First  by  Rev.  B.  8.  Palmer, 
OHIO— 9177.69. 


19  87 


96  00 


Adams  Ridge,  A  Friend, 
Clevelaixl.on  account  uf  Legacy  of  E.  Tay- 
lor, by  J.  W.  Taylor,  Ex.,  l.'JQ  99 
Geneva,  First  by  G.  Taloott  19  6U 


INDIANA— 91&00. 

Terre  Haute,  Mary  H.  Ross. 
Plymouth,  by  Rev.  8.  M.  Wilcox, 

ILLINOI&-9828.49. 

A1edo,^98:  BImore,  96.60;  Lincoln,  94.40, 
by  Rev.  M.  K.  Whittlesey, 

Chicago,  First  by  J.  G.  Wiswell,  of  wh. 
from  U.  Z.  C,  l-'X),  to  const.  S.  A.  Petti- 
bone  a  L.  M.,  and  from  Rev.  W.  W.  P., 
960,  to  const  Rev.  N.  A  Millard  a  L.  M., 

Downer's  Grove,  by  Rev.  G.  8.  Hoioombe, 

Evonston,  by  G.  B.  Woodward, 

Groonville,  First  by  Rev.  F.  A.  Armatroni^ 

HillKboro,  by  Rev.  G.  G.  Adams, 

Jefferson,  by  Rev.  J.  N.  Wllliainfl, 

Lacon,  by  Rev.  J.  D   Wyckoffi,    , 

Lyoiiflville,  bnl.,  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Armstzong, 

McLean,  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Rybolt 

Morrifs  by  Rev.  J.  A  Montgomery,  926, 
[ErrDn(>onAly  acknowledged  in  June,] 

NaiHTvllle.  A  Friend. 

PayHon,  by  D.  E.  llobbins, 

PtHstt^uico.  by  lie  v.  G.  B.  Hubbard, 
Mi-K.  W.  BcanlHloy, 

Princeton,  Sabbath-school,  by  Mn.  H.  L. 
Bultwood, 

Rockford,  Firet  by  8.  F.  Penfleld, 

Sheffield,  by  A   W.  Hoyden, 

Wataga,  by  Rev.  K  E.  Webber, 


MISSOURI— 92.00. 
La  Grange,  German,  by  Rct.  J. 


600 
18  UO 


18  00 


606  12 

25  W 

60  00 

18  011 

82  8S 

86  00 

10  00 

.926 

8  K6 

600 

16  00 

10  00 

600 

987 

89  97 

86  28 

11  00 

9  00 
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]aCHIOAN-fl,8T7.00. 

Beodrad  bj  Ber.  W.  B.  WOUainB : 
AlpeoAi  165  00 

fier.  G.  R.  Merril],  9  00 

BroDMD,  13  26 

Cbtflotte.  in  pait,  86  00 

Giand  Bbmc,  18  00 

LeRoy,  18  00 

fit  Johiw,  20  00 

Sanditone,  8  00 

CKinsdey,  2  60 

SooMnBU  13  70 

Union  Citj,  60  18 

TennontiriUiB,  60  00 

Wtjme,  10  00 

Wbtttland,  86  00 

B.M.Wmiama,  1  00 

867  68 

Angutis  Flnt  by  Bev.  W.  H.  Osborn,  18  26 

Bov^iiM,  by  Bev.  A.  L.  Kedxie,  40  00 

Onnd Ledge,  Pint,  by  Ber.E.  T.Branch,  90  00 
Inky  City,  Tint,  by  Bev.  J.  B.  Dawaon,  8  00 
LttcfaiiekL  by  A.  B.  Bnnhnell,  to  conat. 

Dr.  M.  Bonbacher  a  L.  IL,  80  00 

L9di.Flnt,inpartbyBev.W.B.WilUamB,  900  00 
Btuton,  by  Bev.  L.  P.  Spelman,  18  18 

WI800N8IN-94A4.0e. 

;  Beorived  by  Bev.  H.  A.  Miner : 
fieiolt.  Ladles*  MiMi  8oa, 

AFriend, 
Magnolia, 
PlatteviUe,  addn, 
Badna,  WelMh, 
Wyoming,  by  a  F.  Farka, 


f9  80 
0  00 
6  80 
900 

10  00 

11  00 


69  80 

AlWi  Grove,  Pimt,  by  Ber.  H.  M.  Caae,         6  68 
BeWt,  Pint,  by  A.  W.  Hanafwrd,  914  08 

Bknoiington  and  Blake's  Prairie,  by  Bev. 

8.  Norton,  15  00 

Burton  and  PDtofli«,Presb.  Cba.,  by  Bev.  D. 

V.  GiUmore,  17  90 

W«nd»hip  and  New  Cherter,  by  Bev.  P. 
^R.  Staples  «  11 

BammoQd,  990 ;  Warren,  |1A,  by  Bev.  Q.  L. 

Dowd.  .38  00 

Hartford,  Pirnt,  by  Bev.  A.  Soofleld.  9J  15 

Ithaca  and  Bextonville,  add'l,  by  Bev.  &      . 
,  8pyk«r,  2  75 

UCrww.  Pinrt,  by  B.  C.  D«.aglaiws  73  11 

MOvankce,  Babbath-Mcbool  of  the  Spring 

Street,  by  J.  A.  Norriis  95  00 

WWA^|49165. 

Beoeived  by  Bev.  E.  Adams : 

Kontoar,  94  00 

Oia«e,                     •  6  76 

Bock  Falls,  Womaa's  Miss.  Soc.,  1  26 

Tmer,  48  00 

Waterloo,  Woman^s  Miss.  Boo..  lo  00 

Beoeived  by  Bev.  J.  W.  Pickett : 
Dea  Muinea.  Pilgrim, 
Moont  Pleaimnt.  Sabbath-nchool, 
Girls*  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  Workers 
for  Jesos, 
Wilton, 

35  95 

Atanoral,  by  Bev.  W.  M.  Brooks,     .  7  00 

Bsbnond,  Bev.  J.  D.  Sands,  2  00 

Garroll,  by  Bev.  O.  W.  Palmer,  80  OJ 

Chapin,  Bev.  W.  P.  Avery,  by  Bev.  W.  H. 

Barrows,  9  00 

Clinton,  by  H.  B.  Jones,  to  const  Mrs.  U. 

a  Jones  a  L.  M.,  80  00 

CuOonviUe  and  La  Motte,  95.85 ;  Pro4tton, 
914.90 ;  Sabala,  94.76,  by  Bov.  D.  B. 
Bella,  95  00 

Ouoncil  Bhiits,   add^l,  by  Bov.  H.  S.   De 

Porat,  9  00 

Deoorah,  addl,  by  Bev.  H.  B.  Wood  worth,  6  00 
JUdyviUe,  Fir<  add*!,  by  Bev.  li.  Hasaell,  1  60 
Fairfax,  by  Bev.  D.  D.  De  Foreot,  80  00 

Fayette,  to  oinrt  Mrs.  IJ.  W.  Watcrbnry 
a  L.  M..  981  ^  Lima,  912.80,  by  Bev.  E. 
a  Moolton,  48  80 


96  81 
8  78 

90  00 
6.36 

64  00 
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00 
11  40 


1  00 
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10  00 
98  00 
90  00 


6  00 
6  00 

660 

17  00 

10  00 
91  OU 
10  00 
96  64 
80  00 

49  90 
9  00 

80  00 


66 

00 


Grant,  First,  by  Bev.  J.  H.  Oovey, 
Oreen  Mountain,  by  Bev.  H.  L.  Chase, 
Monona,  by  Bev.  W.  8.  Potwin. 
Manson  and  Newell,  add'l,  by  Bev.  W.  J. 

Smith, 
North  Fork,  SaUy  Wier,  '*  My  Jnbllee  offering, 

Prairie  City,  by  Bev.  B.  L.  Sherman, 
Webster  City,  by  Bev.  Q.  B.  Banaom, 

MINNESOTA— 9204.84. 

Belle  Prairie  and  Little  Falls,  by  Bev.  D.  W. 

Boeenkrans, 
Blaenavon,  Welsh,  by  Bev.  P.  Peregrine, 
Butternut  Valley  and  Salem,  Wcbih,  addl, 

96;  Providence,  91.60,  by  Bev.D.I).  Joneis 
Cannon  City,94.57:  East  Prairiev{Ue,912.4S, 

by  Rev.  A.  K.  Mitchell, 
Claremont,  96.55 ;  Dodge  Center,  98.46,  by 

Bev.  F.  McCraken, 
Clear  Water,  by  Bev.  J.  O.  D.  Steams, 
Duluth.  by  Bev.  C.  C.  Salter, 
Faribault,  by  H.  Wilson, 
Marine,  by  llev.  W.  M.  Weld, 
Minneapolis  Plymouth,  by  W.  Cheney, 

Treas.,  Minn.  U.  M.  Soc, 
PaynesviUe,  Firrt,  by  Bev.  R.  P.  Gilbert, 
St,  Paul,  Plymouth,  by  Bev.  L.  H.  Cobb,  to 

const.  J.  W.  L.  Coming  a  L.  M., 

KANSAS— 9186.08. 
Emporia,  First,  by  Bev.  O.  J.  Shannon,         41 
Fort  Scott  FlrHt  by  Rev  P.  F.  Warner.         80 
Greenwood  and  Valley  Brook,  by  Rev.  L. 

Ncwcomb,  9  00 

Hymer,  92 ;  Six  Mile  Bnn,  91,80;  Union, 

91.50,  by  Rev.  C.  J.  RichanlKon,  4  80 

Manhattan,  by  Rev.  R.  D.  Parker,  12  00 

Mapio  Hill,  98 ;  St  Mary*^  95,  by  Rev.  L. 

M.  Scribner. 
OaaRc  City.  Welsh,  by  Rev.  T.  D.  PhUlipa, 
0-*bom,  First  by  Rev.  It  B.  Foster, 
PapHonn,  by  llev.  P.  M   Griflfln, 
Qnindiim,  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Wilson, 
ItoDkM  Co.,  '•  The  l^eople,"  by  Rev.  J.  K. 

Eokman, 
WcHtern  Park,  by  Rev.  L.H  Piatt, 
Whire  City,  FirHt,  bv  Rev.  R.  Fnrncas, 
Wyandotte,  First  by  S.  T.  Mather, 

NEBRASKA— 940.85. 
Central  City,  94,93 ;  Rev.  A.  Fitch,  96,77, 

by  Rev.  A  Fitch, 
Crete,  Dorothea  E .  Ebens  by  Rev.  C.  P. 

Veita. 
Elmwood  Precinct  $2,50 ;  Weeping  Water, 

915,55.  bv  Rev.  J.  B.  Chase, 
Mllfonl,  by  Rev.  H.  A.  French, 

DAKOTA— 915.40. 

Dell  Rapida,  by  Rev.  G.  S.  Codington, 
Sioux  Falls,  by  Rev.  A.  1).  AdauiK, 
Springfield,  by  Rev.  It  Kirk, 

CALIFORNIA— 906.60. 

Copperopolis,  98.50;  San  Andreas,  J.  R.  J., 

91,  by  Rev.  J.  R.  Johnson,  4  60 
Dutch  Flat  Plymouth,  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Mei^ 

rail,  18  10 

San  Jose,  First,  by  Rev.  T.  T.  Munger,  60  00 

Sonoma,  First,  by  Rev.  M.  S.  Croswell,  11  00 

Woodland,  First,  by  Bev.  J.  A  Banfield,  19  00 

ENGLAND— 91500. 

London,  W.  S.  Lee,  by  Bev.  C.  P.  Bush, 

D.D.,  16  00 

SANDWICH  ISLANDS— 9995.00. 

Kohala,  Hawaii,  Bev.  Elias  Bond,  995  00 
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911,396  95 


Donation*  of  Clothing^  €ic 

Center  Rat  land,  Vt.,  Ladles'  Sew.  Cir.,  by 
Mth.  J.  O.  Griggs,  barrel, 


$80  00 


84 


THA  BOKB  meaOHAKT. 


Jaly,  1876. 


Gitmby.  Ct.,  Mr*.  Bentley,  bbl. 

Undaon,  Ohio,  Woman's  Hodm  MIm.  Soa, 

bj  Mm.  Carrol  Cntler«  bl>L, 
Hidilletown,  Ct.,  Ladies'  Horns  Mian.  Boo.  of 

First  Ch.,  bv  Miss  C.  M.  Baoon.  bbl.. 
Vvyr  Haven   Ct..  Ladies'  Home  MIw.  Roc.  of 

First  Ch ..  by  Mrs.  8.  L.  Frvnch,  two  boxes, 

packngR  and  com.  set, 

Ladies  of  North  Ch.,  by  Miss  J.  B.  Ufford, 
two  boxes, 
Fawtacket,   H.   I..   Yoanff    People's  Booial 

Circle  of  Cong.  Ch.,  by  Mrs  J.  B.  Ooodale, 

box, 
BprioRfleld,    Ohio,    Ladles'    H.  M.    8oc.  of 

Cong.  Ch.,  by  Mrsu  Wm.  Conklin,  biurrel, 
Terre  Haute,   Ind.,    Woman's  Miss.    8oc., 

by  Fannie  8.  Cruft,  two  boxes, 
WuUingford,    Ct.   Ladies'  Benev.  Boa,    by 

Miss  JulU  Beadle,  bbl., 
Warren,  Conn.,  Ladies*  Bener.'Soc.,  by  Mias 

8.  J.  Comstock,  barrel  and  cash, 
Wert  Hartford,  Ct.,  Lailies'  Benev.  8oc.,  by 

Lillie  8.  MUls.  bbL  and  freight, 

Ladles  of  the  West  District,  by  Mrs.  B. 
Selden,  bbL, 


166  00 

18U00 

7S8S9 

am  00 

78  00 

84  00 

40  00 

109  66 

%  77  00 

iM  26 

88  80 

BeceipU  qf  the  MataachtuteUM   ffoms   MtltmUmary 
Society  in  May^  Chablu  Dbmohd,  Treae. 

Abington.  First,  ^90  84 

Amesbnry  and  Salisbury,  by  B.  A.  Johhaoo, 

Tr., 
Anbumdale, 
Boston,  Mt,  Vemoo, 

Old  South, 

Union, 

Vine  Street,  moti.  oon., 

J.  W.  FosUsr, 

F.  Wood. 

Jamaica  Plain,  Dr.  R.  W.  Wood, 
Cambridge,  Shepord,  add'l,  by  O.  8.  Bandera, 

Tr., 
Gambridgeport.  Prospect  Street, 
Cummington,  West,  by  Uev.  D.  8.  Morris, 
Dover, 
Essex. 
Quoivetown.  Memorial,  by  H.  Perley,  to  oonaL 

Henry  Jewell  a  L.  M., 
Oreenvillc.  N.  H.,  Mrs.  S.  0.  TarbelL, 
Hampden  Ben.  Asso.,  Charles  Marsh,  Tr.: 
OranviUe,  East,  |47  00 

MonNOM,  74  07 

Springflold,  Firsts  66  67 

Hard  wick, 
Haverhim  West, 
8abtMith-f«hool, 
Hyde  Park,  by  Z,  Allen,  Tr., 
Ipswich,  First. 
Lowell.  Abel  MThitney, 
Lynnfleld,  South, 
Mass.,  A  iAdy. 
Melrose,  Miss  B., 
Middleflold 

Millbnry.  First,  by  D.  T.  March,  Tr., 
Matick,  A  Friend. 

Nowbnryport,  Ladies*  H.  M.  Soo.  of  Prospect 
St.,  to  nonrt.  Miss  Abbie  Edwards  a  L.  M., 
Newton  Upper  Falls,  A  Friend, 
Northampton,  Legacy  of  Miss  Euniou  Wright^ 

by  Josiah  liuwins.  Ex., 
PittKfield,  First,  by  C.  D.  Mills,  Tr., 
Sandisfleld, 
Shrewsbury, 
SwamiMoott,  First. 

Taunton,  Winslow,  by  E.  H.  Beed,  Tr., 
Templeton, 
Topi^cld. 

Weymouth  South,  Second,   to   const.   Mr^ 
Annie  M.  Hobart  and  Mrs.  Laura  A.  Rock- 
wood  L.  Ms., 
Williamstown,  Mrs.  Chloe  Bngham. 
Worcester,  South  Couferenoe  Coll.,  uy  W.  R. 

Hill,  Tr., 
Home  Misaionary, 

f3,li63  S6 
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46  80 

60  00 

8  00 

19  66 

1  .36 

DonaHonM  </  CloMinj,  «fe.,  rsaslnf  ai  lk€ 
the  Mam.  Borne  Miee.  Ooe,^  BoeUm, 

BotUm,  PhUlpa  Oh.,  by  Mim  O.  W.  Angiar, 
barrel,  fll7  OO 

Seomd,  Dortfhester,  8  barrels,  860  OO 

Brookfleld,  by  Liszle  M.  Rogera.  barrel,  70  OO 

Fitchburg,  by  Mrs.  M.  C.  PalAer,  bmmi,  64  17 

Hyde  I'ark,  by  Mrs.  Z.  Allen,  barrel,  117  8K 

I>>xington.  by  Miss  FannSe  E.  Baker,  barrel,    100  OO 
Newbnryport,  Prospect  St.,  by  J.  G.  Currier, 

barrel.  160  9B 

Newton,  Eliot,  by  Miss  F.  Murdock.  barral,      Ui  19 
Heading,  by  Mrs.  Mark  Temple,  barrel,  46  OU 

Storkbrldge.  by  Mrs.  Etiward  Bradly.  barrel,  188  OO 
Weld,  Me.,  Rev.  D.  D.  Tsppan.  bamO,  64  00 

Worcester,  Balem  St.,  by  Anna  K  Hair,  barrel,  M  7» 

Seoeiffte  qf  the  Connm.'Ucut  Home  Mieetonarw  S^" 

dety^  in  May,  Jamks  L.  Ohafmam.  Treae, 
Danbury,  Second,  by  Rev.  6.  B^  Henh^,  f  10  OO 

Dayville,  by  S.  P.  ffaramond,  S8  67 

East  Hartford,  8.  P.  HUlhooae,  60  00 

"A  W.,  10  OO 

HartfonI,  C-enter,  by  A.  R.  Bkinner,  1,960  06 

Asylum  HUl.  by  J.  L.  Chapman,  Tr.,  649  60 

Middletown,  First,  monthly,  by  U.  B.  Sawyer, 

Tr.,  19  00 

Newtown,  by  Rev.  J.  P.  Hoyt,  18  00 

Plantaville,  bv  E.  P.  Hotohkiaa,  Tr.,  188  84 

Redding,  by  T.  M.  Abbott  18  M 

Sharon,  First,  by  Rev.  A.  B.  Bullions,  96  OO 

Thomaaton,  monthly,  by  P.  Darrow,  68  67 

UnionviUe,  by  J.  P.  Chamberlin,  97  87 

Willington,  by  Rev.  ErastusJColton,  10  00 

Woloott,  by  S.  L.  Hotchkiss,  Tr.,  10  00 


Beceipte 


19,361  86 
aOCtmyy  M 


qfthe  Ohio  Home  MieHonary 

April,  F.  C.  Sbmiohs,  Treue. 

Canfleld,  by  P.  Edward^  f  16  40 

Chagrin  Falls,  add'l,  by  R.  W.  Walters,  14  69 

Collamer,  bv  Rev.  C.  W.  Torrey,  60  00 

Colnmbns,  High  street;  by  Rev.  H.  0.  HaakeU,     16  88 

Edgerton,  by  Mrs.  J.  H.  Brown,  6  06 

Elyria,   H.   Ely,   $160;  T.  L.    Nelson,  #86; 

J.  8.  Metcalf.  #80;  A.  Beebe,  #80;  B.  Boyd, 

#10,  by  H.  Ely,  98900 

Greenfield,  by  Rev.  J.  L.  Collier,  16  00 

Gustavus,  by  Rev.  L.  J.  Donaldson,  8  00 

Harmar,  by  D.  Putnam,  195  00 

Hnntsburgh,  by  O.  B.  Strong,  16  06 

Mansfield,  by  C.  B.  Jameson,  106  96 

Oberlm.  Second,  add'l,  by  E.  Regel,  90  60 

RainsviUe,  add'l,  by  J.  Everett,  47  40 

Ridgeville  Comers,  by  Rev.  0,^.  Pond,  7  60 

Springfield,  by  T.  E.  Leland,  81  7S 

Steubenville,  by  C.  H.  Spaulding,  88  64 

Wauseon,  add'l,  by  Rev.  C.  N.  Pond,  8  60 

Wcymtiuth,  by  Z.  White,  10  4'S 

Willington,  add'l,  by  J.  Ogden,  98  61 

Received  by  Rev.  Dr.  Wolcott,  Sec. : 

Brighton,  by  Rev.  W.  B.  Oleaon,  4  86 

Brooklyn.  a<ld'l,  by  A.  B.  Reed,  7  00 

Brownhelm.  by  Rev.  A.  D.  Blakeslee,  18  00 

Chsrlestown,  by  A.  B.  Curtiss,  10  60 

Clarksflold.  add'l,  by  Rev.  A.  A.  Creaonao,  8  00 

Clevelanil,  Euclid  Ave.,  add*l,  by  F  L.  Tnttle,  60 17 

E.  N.  Awry,  6  00 

Madison  Ave.,  by  Rev.  O.  D.  Fisher,  4  60 

Collamer,  add'l.  by  Rev.  C.  W.  Torrey,  86  00 

Cuyahoga  Falls,  add'l.  by  C.  Clark,  6  86 

Florence,  by  Rev.  H.  Lawrence,  6  00 

HartfonI,  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Aikman,  18  00 

Locke,  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Aikman,  18  96 

Marysville.  by  Rev.  W.  A  James,  84  OO 

New  Albany,  by  Rev.  D.  S.  Jones.  6  00 

North  Fairfield,  by  Rev.  J.  L.  Collier,  10  00 

OliuHted,  First  add'l,  bv  Rev.  Q.  M.  Boawortta,  6  00 

Second,  by  Rev.  Q.  M.  Bosworth,  7  00 

Poddy's  Run,  by  J.  Scott  18  80 

Plain,  bv  Rev.  A  P.  Hadley,  80  00 

Randolph.  W.  J.  Dickinson,  10  00 

Saybrook,  by  Rev.  B.  W.  Btreetar,  16  64 

#1,19689 


Ik  M^mi  Mi$mmt]^. 


Go, Preach  the  Gospel Mark  xvi.  15. 

How  ahall  they  preach  except  thejr  be  bent  ?  .  Bom.  x.  15. 


VoLXLDL  AUGUST,  1876.  No.  4. 


SERMON. 

"  Thus  batth  the  Lord,  Stand  ye  in  the  ways,  and  see,  and  ask  for  the 

OLD  PATHS,  where  IS  THE  GOOD  WAY,  AND  WALK  THEREIN,  AND  YE  SHALL  FIND  REST 

FOR  YOUR  BOULa" — Jeremiah  yi,  IQ. 

The  old  way,  or  what  may  seem  to  be  the  old  way,  is  not  always  the  best  way. 
Nor  can  we  safely  assume  that  the  new  way  is  better  than  the  old.  We  are  to 
stand  and  ask,  not  merely  what  is  the  old  way,  but  rather  what  is  the  good  way ; 
and  if  we  walk  in  that  way,  whether  it  seem  to  us  old  or  new,  we  shall  find  rest  for 
our  souls. 

While  this  Centennial  year  is  passing,  old  times  and  old  ways  challenge  our 
attention.  He  who  inquires,  complainingly,  "why  the  former  days  were  better 
than  these?"  as  if  all  the  innovations  which  time  is  making  were,  of  course  and 
in  all  respects,  changes  for  the  worse,  inquires  not  wisely;  but  it  is  quite 
another  thing  to  inquire,  thoughtfully,  whether  in  any  respect  the  former  days 
were  better  than  these?  and,  if  so,  what  the  good  is  we  have  left  behind  in  passiug 
from  the  old  to  the  new,  and  how  we  may  recover  for  ourselves  and  our  children 
the  good  which  our  fathers  had,  and  which  we  have  lost,  or  are  in  danger  of 
losing  ? 

It  is  a  suggestive  coincidence  that  the  centennial  commemoration  of  our  national 

independence  is  also  the  semi-centennial  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society. 

In  the  old  colonial  days  there  were,  we  might  almost  say,  no  home  missions ;  certainly 

there  were  no   combined  and  systematized  endeavors   to   carry  the  gospel  into 

destitute  regions.     Yet  there  was  something  like  a  home  mission  from  New  England 

as  early   as   1642.     A  communication  addressed  to  the    pastors  and  teachers  of 

Massachusetts  Bay,   and  subscribed  by  more  than   seventy  of    the  settlers   near 

Norfolk  in  Virginia,  **  bewailing  their  sad  condition  for  want  of  the  means  of 

salvation,  and  earnestly  entreating  a  supply  of  faithful  ministers,"  was  publicly 

read  at  "the Thursday  Lecture"  in  Boston.     The  pastors  and  teachers  of  Boston 

and  its  vicinity  (all  that  there  was  as  yet  of  Massachusetts)  met,  and  set  apart  a  day 

for  seeking  God's  guidance  and  blessing.     Having  resolved  to  attempt  the  desired 

mission,  they  selected  for  it  three  of  their  own  number  who,  having  each  his 

colleague  in  the  care  of  his  own  church,  might  be  spared  (it  was  thought)  at  such 

a  call.     The  approbation  and  favor  of  the  colonial  goverament  was  sought  and 

obtained  ;  and  order  was  given  that  the  Governor  should  commend  the  missionaries 

to  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Virginia.     Two  of   the  Massachusetts  ministers 

consented  to  go ;  and  a  third  (a  minister  without  charge)  was  found  in  New  Haven, 

for  a  similar  communication  had  been  addressed  to  the  pastor  there.     In  October 

of  that  year  the  three  missionaries  embarked  on  a  pinnace  returning  from  the  Narra- 

gansett  Bay  to  the  Chesapeake.     It  was  a  long  and  hazardous  voyage  which  they 

bad  undertaken.    They  suffered  shipwreck  at  Hellgate.    At  New  Amsterdam,  "the 

Datch  (Governor  gave  them  slender  entertainment ;  but  Mf.  AUerton  of   New 
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Haven  being  there,  took  g^eat  pains  to  care  for  them,  and  procured  them  a  very 
good  pinnace  and  all  things  necessary."  It  was  **  the  dead  of  winter  "  when  they 
sailed  from  New  Amsterdam,  and  they  **  had  much  foul  weather,  so  as  with  great 
difficulty  and  danger  they  arrived  safe  in  Virginia."  There,  as  the  contemporary 
record  tells  us,  "they  found  very  loving  and  liberal  entertainment,  and  were 
bestowed  in  several  places,  not  by  the  Governor,  but  by  some  well-disposed  people 
who  desired  their  company."  But  notwithstanding  the  hopefulness  of  this  begin- 
ning, and  the  favor  which  they  found  among  the  people,  their  undertaking  failed. 
Early  the  next  summer  they  returned.  One  of  them  **  brought  letters  from  his 
congregation  and  others  there,"  to  the  pastors  of  the  Massachusetta  churches; 
and  again  the  assembly  at  a  Thursday  Lecture  in  Boston  had  news  from  Virginia. 
The  letters  **  were  openly  read,"  being,  as  it  were,  the  report  of  the  returning 
missionaries,  "  whereby  it  appeared  that  God  had  greatly  blessed  their  ministry 
there,  so  as  the  people's  hearts  were  mucli  inflamed  with  desire  after  the  ordinances, 
and  though  ttie  State  did  silence  the  ministers  because  they  would  not  conform  to 
the  order  of  England,  yet  the  people  resorted  to  them  in  private  houses  to  hear 
them  as  before."  At  that  time,  "  the  State,"  in  Virginia,  was  represented  by  Sir 
William  Berkeley,  Governoi  by  appointment  of  the  English  King,  Charles  L 
Thirty  years  later  he  was  still  Governor  of  the  Old  Dominion,  and  was  able  to  give 
this  testimony  concerning  the  colony  which  he  had  ruled  so  long : — *'  We  have 
forty-eight  parishes,  and  our  ministers  are  well  paid,  and,  by  my  consent,  should 
be  better,  if  they  would  pray  oftener  and  preach  less ;  but  as  of  all  other  com- 
modities, so  of  this,  the  worst  are  sent  us,  and  we  have  few  that  we  can  lK)ast  of 
since  the  persecution  in  Croni well's  tyranny  drove  divers  worthy  men  hither.  But 
I  thank  God  there  are  no  free  schools  nor  printing,  and  I  ho{)e  we  shall  not  have, 
these  hundred  years,  for  learning  has  brought  disobedience  and  heresies  and  secta 
into  the  world,  and  printing  has  divulged  them  and  libels  against  the  best 
government.     God  keep  us  from  both  I  "  * 

I  have  told  the  story  of  the  earliest  Home  Missionary  movement  in  our  country ; 
because  it  exhibits,  better  than  any  abstract  sti^tement  could  exhibit,  the  difficulty 
which  made  such  enterprises  impracticable  in  those  days.  "  Tlie  State,"  everywhere, 
in  its  bungling  way,  took  upon  itself  the  supervision  of  religious  interests.  In  the 
New  England  colonies  (Rhode  Island  excepted),  a  godly  magistracy  was  expected 
to  take  care  that  every  town  and  precinct  had  its  minister.  In  the  other  colonies, 
with  temporary  and  limited  exceptions,  the  Church  of  England  was  established 
and  supported  by  law ;  and  other  forms  of  Christian  worship  or  of  ecclesiastical 
order  had  only  a  precarious  toleration.  Immigrants  into  the  middle  and  southern 
colonies  were  sometimes  Dissenters  coming  from  England  and  Wales  in  the  track  of 
the  old  Puritan  exodus;  more  often  they  were  Congregationalists  from  New 
England,  and  in  still  greater  numbers  they  were  Presbyterians  from  Scotland  and 
the  north  of  Ireland.  Wlierever  such  immigrants  clustered  into  a  settlement, 
they  attempted — like  those  Virginia  Puritans  in  1642 — to  maintain  public  worship 
and  the  ministry  of  the  Word  according  to  their  own  traditions  and  convictions. 
Gradually  the  ministers — some  from  New  England  and  some  from  Great  Britain 
or  Ireland — working  in  a  common  cause,  came  into  fraternal  connection  with  each 
other;  they  called  their  associations  presbyteries;  they  assumed  the  power  of 
ordination ;  after  a  while  the  presbyteries,  which  at  first  consisted  only  of  ministers, 
were  strengthened  by  the  presence  of  lay-elders  representing  congregations.  Churches 
on  Long  Island  and  in  East  Jersey,  that  had  been  constituted  in  the  seventeenth 
century  and  had  held  fast  their  Congregationalism,  joined  in  the  movement ;  and 
then, — after  one  of  those  periodical  schisms  which  seem  to  be  inseparable  from 
every  attempt  to  unify  and  govera  a  wide  confederacy  of  congregations,  and  after 
the  reunion  which  naturally  comes  with  **  sober  second  thought " — perhaps  in  less 
than  twenty  years — perlipps  in  more  than  thirty, — thsn^  when  the  tliird  quarter  of 
the  eighteenth  century  was  passing,  a  distinctively  American  Presliyterianism  was 
developed.  American,  I  say,  as  distinguished  both  from  the  Batavian  Presbyte- 
rianism  originally  established  here  in  the  N«w  Netherlands  and  worthy  to  be 
named  with  lienor,  and  from  the  Scotch  Presbyterianism  which,  though  much  of  it 
was  absorbed  in  the  new  organization  and  was  there  modified  by  mixture  with  other 
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elements,  maintained,  ncverthelesB,  a  separate  existence,  nursing  its  own  per/ervidum 
irtffeniwn,  in  one  and  another  of  the  numerous  **  secessions  ^'  transplanted  from 
Scotland  to  take  root  in  our  soil.  American^  I  say, — for  it  acknowledged  no  filial 
dependence  on  any  old-world  institution,  but  was  already  alive,  as  the  New  England 
churches  had  always  been,  with  the  coming  life  of  American  Independence. 

But  all  this  while  there  appears  no  trace  of  organized  missionary  cnterf)riBes.  Tlie 
struggle,  through  more  than  a  hundred  years,  had  been  for  existence  and  for  liberty 
to  exist,  more  than  for  aggression.  Here  and  there  a  minister,  like  Francis  Makemie 
or  Gilbert  Tennent,  had  done  in  part  the  work  of  a  roaming  evangelist,  zealous  to 
discover  and  call  forth  as  many  as  were  foreordained  to  eternal  life,  aud  counting 
it  great  joy  to  organize  new  congregations  in  destitute  places.  Growth  was  felt 
to  be  the  indispensable  condition  as  well  as  the  eifect  of  c(mtinued  life;  and,  as  the 
crisis  of  the  Revolution  drew  near,  and  thoughtful  or  enthusiastic  minds  began  to 
be  stirred  with  dim  perceptions  of  the  new  era  that  was  soon  to  open,  the  thought 
of  missions  to  the  aboriginal  heathen — a  thought  always  cherished  from  the  days 
of  Eliot  to  the  days  of  Brainerd  and  his  successors — began  to  associate  with  itself 
the  kindred  thought  of  **  sending  missionaries  to  the  frontier  settlements,  who  may 
preach  to  the  dispersed  families  there,  and  form  them  into  societies  for  the  public 
worship  of  God."  It  was  with  this  expressed  intent  that  the  American  Presbyte- 
rianism,  when  the  reunion  after  its  first  great  schism  had  been  effected,  made  an 
arrangement,  eigiit  years  before  the  bloodshed  at  Lexington,  for  a  missionary 
contribution  in  all  its  congregations* — an  arrangement  which,  of  course,  was  frus- 
trated, as  the  sky  grew  dark  and  darker  with  portents  of  an  intended  oppression 
which  must  be  resisted  unto  blood. 

During  those  years,  while  the  question  was  pending  whether  America  should  be  the 
heritage  of  the  American  people  and  that  people  free,  or  should  be  under  tlie  abso- 
lute control  of  a  parliament  tliree  thousand  miles  away, — the  land  and  tlie  people 
to  be  governed,  taxed,  plundered  at  discretion  in  the  supreme  interest  of  British 
commerce  and  British  aristocracy ;  and  while  the  young  nation  was  straining  every 
fibre  of  its  being  to  maintain  its  rightful  liberty  and  to  compel  the  recognition  of 
its  independence,  there  was  no  time,  nor  were  there  any  resources,  for  the  work 
of  propagating  the  gospel  and  widening  the  domain  of  organized  Christianity.' 
But  as  soon  as  the  conflict  was  ended,  and  tlie  people  had  taken  breath,  aud  peace- 
ful order  had  emerged  from  war,  and  industry  had  begun  again  to  plant  and  reap 
in  safety,  it  became  manifest  that  a  new  era  had  opened  on  this  continent;  and 
that  the  era  of  independent  nationality,  and  of  tlie  perfected  union  of  self-govern- 
ing States  was  to  be  an  era  of  such  growth  in  numbers  and  in  riches,  and  of  such 
progress  toward  imperial  greatness,  as  history  had  never  yet  recorded  concerning 
any  nation.  As  soon  :is  that  new  era  liad  fairly  opened,  the  attention  of  Ciiristian 
men,  observant  of  "  the  signs  of  the  times,"  and  thoughtful  for  the  kingdom  of 
Christ  in  a  natitm  that  would  have  no  other  king,  was  arrested  not  yet  by  the  in- 
coming of  foreigners  from  the  old  world,  but  by  the  movement  of  our  own  people 
to  sul^lue  and  occupy  the  wildernesses.  It  was  felt,  even  then — though  the 
thought  had  not  been  foi-mulated — that  barbarism  was  the  first  danger;  and  that 
organized  Chmtianity,  with  its  Holy  Sabbath,  with  its  local  churches,  with  its 
teaching  and  well-taught  ministry,  would  be,  under  God's  favor,  the  sure  defence 
against  that  danger.  Just  then  it  was  that  the  "  associated  pastors  "  of  Connec- 
ticut, and  the  Presbyterian  ministers  of  the  Middle  States  and  of  Virginia,  entered 
simultaneously  upon  home  missionary  work, — pastors  by  appointment  of  their 
brethren,  and  by  arrangement  with  them,  leaving  their  congregations  for  a  six 
weeks'  or  a  three  months*  missionary  journey,  on  horseback,  threading  the  forest 
paths  to  find  the  pioneers  who  were  in  danger  of  leaving  civilization  and  Chris- 
tianity behind  them,  preaching  to  them  on  the  Lord's  day  or  on  any  day  wherever 
an  assembly  could  be  gathered,  and  so  reviving  their  memory  of  the  old  gospel 
which  they  used  to  hear.  All  this  was  done  in  the  not  unreasonable  expectation 
that  the  people  in  "  the  new  settlements,"  moved  by  such  admonitions  and  such 
expressions  of  interest  in  their  welfare,  would  set  up  religious  institutions  for 
themselves,  as  the  early  settlers  of  New  England  and  New  Jersey  had  always 
done,  and  would  recognize  the  necessity  of  providing  for  themselves  and  for  their 
childreif  an  orderly  ministration  of  the  gospel. 
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Such  horseback  journeys  of  pastors,  leaving  the  flock  for  a  time  iu  the  fold,  and 
going  forth  to  cai-e  for  the  stray  sheep  in  the  wilderness,  were  multiplied  and 
extended,  till  it  was  evident  that  they  were  inadequate,  and  that  there  must  be 
some  arrangement  for  employing,  not  pastors  only  in  occasional  and  desultory 
work,  but  men  who  should  be  missionaries  all  tlie  time.  There  must  be  a  treasury 
to  receive  the  offerings  of  the  people  for  the  work.  There  must  be  a  committee  of 
some  sort — whether  Trustees  or  Directors,  or  under  some  other  name — to  select  the 
missionaries  and  send  them  fortli,  to  receive  their  reports,  to  give  orders  for  their 
compensation  out  of  the  treasury,  to  stand  between  tliem  and  the  public,  and 
especially  between  them  and  the  donore  from  whose  bounty  the  treasury  was  to 
be  supplied.  Under  such  a  necessity,  Missionary  Societies  were  constituted,  the 
earliest  of  them  here  in  the  City  of  New  York,  another  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  State,  another  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  another  in  Connecticut,  three  in 
different  parts  of  Massachusetts,  all  working  on  the  same  method,  all  sending  forth 
missionaries  to  travel  in  destitute  regions,  preaching  wherever  the  people  would 
assemble  to  hear  them,  and  preparing  in  the  wilderaess  the  way  of  the  Lord.* 

At  this  point  in  the  story  I  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  those  missions 
were  not  undertaken  in  a  sectarian  spirit,  nor  for  sectarian  aggrandizement.  The 
spirit  of  sectarian  or  (as  we  now,  by  an  amiable  euphcmy,  so  commonly  call  it) 
*'  denominational ''  enterprise  and  competition,  was  feeble  in  those  days — if  indeed 
it  had  been  born.  It  is  something  worthy  to  be  remembered  that  the  New  York 
Missionary  Society,  instituted  in  1797,  the  eldest  of  the  sisterhood,  was  not  exclu- 
sively Presbyterian — no,  not  exclusively  Pedobaptist,  Its  monthly  assemblies  for 
prayer  in  behalf  of  its  work  were  held  in  churches  of  three  distinct  denominations — 
the  Reformed  Dutch,  the  Presbyterian,  and  the  Baptist ;  and,  for  a  time,  it  sus- 
tained a  Baptist  missionary  among  the  Indians  who  then  inhabited  some  of  the 
central  regions  in  this  now  imperial  Statcf  In  the  same  spirit,  missionaries  from 
Connecticut,  of  Anglo-Puritan  and  Pilgrim  lineage,  trained  only  in  the  polity  of 
Congregationalism,  and  Presbyterian  missionaries  from  Pittsburgh,  clssped  each 
others'  hands  in  fellowship,  and  wrou<]jht  together  in  a  common  field.  The  streams 
of  emigration,  westward  from  New  England,  and  northward  from  the  western 
regions  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  crossed  each  other,  and  were  mingled 
in  the  new  settlements.  Christian  men,  earnest  in  their  convictions, — some  with 
rigidly  Presbyterian  ideas  about  a  session,  and  a  presbytery,  and  a  General 
Assembly, — some  with  Connecticut  notions  about  a  standing  committee,  and  a 
consociation  of  churches,  and  an  association  of  ministers, — and  some  with  a  stricter 
Congregationalism,  such  as  had  been  from  old  time  in  **  the  Old  Colony,*'  and 
**  the  Bay," — found  them  selves  side  by  side,  cutting  down  the  forests,  building  their 
log-cabins,  raising  their  first  crops  from  soil  that  had  never  before  been  ploughed ; 
and  as  they  confeiTed  together  on  their  common  interests  and# hopes,  and  found 
out  each  in  others  their  points  of  agreement  and  their  common  sympathies,  they 
found  a  bond  of  union  in  the  quiet  but  sublime  consciousness  that  they,  in  those 
wildernesses,  were  laying  (or  ought  to  be  laying)  the  foundations  on  which  there 
should  rise,  for  their  children  and  successors  through  coming  ages,  the  fabric  of 
Christian  civilization,  with  its  order,  its  strength,  its  beauty,  and  its  blessedness. 
A  "p/azi  of  union"  was  invented,  under  which  Christian  men  and  Christian  house- 
holds in  those  new  settlements  might  organize  Christian  congregations  without 
surrendering  their  diversities  of  ecclesiastical  tradition.  In  those  days  it  was 
deemed  possible  for  the  Scotch-Irish  Presbyterian  and  the  Yankee  Congre^'ationalist 
to  meet  in  the  same  Sabbath  assembly,  to  join  in  the  same  free  prayer,  to  be  edified 
by  the  same  ministry  of  the  Word,  ami  to  partake  of  the  same  bread  and  the  same 
cup,  memorial  of  t!ie  one  redemptive  sacrifice, — while  yet  he  that  was  Presbyterian 
might  be  Presbyterian  still,  and  he  that  was  Congregational  might  be  Congrega- 
tional still. 

That  "  plan  of  union  "  flet  the  fact  be  remembered  to  the  honor  of  Presbyterian- 
ism,  as  guided  by  its  great  men  in  the  early  years  of  this  nineteenth  centuiy),  was 
first  proposed  by  an  eminent  Presbyterian  minister,  was  drawn  up  in  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  by  way  of  response  to  a  communication  from 
the  General  Association  of  Connecticut,  and  being  first  adopted  by  the  Assembly 
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was  unanimously  ratified  by  the  Association.*  It  was  in  the  interest  of  Home 
3Ii8sioiis,  and  in  the  large  and  catholic  spirit  which  regarded  the  home  missionary 
work,  not  as  a  means  of  sectarian  church  extension,  but  as  a  work  to  be  done  for  the 
salvation  of  men  from  sin,  and  for  the  salvation  of  the  country  from  godless  barba- 
rism, that  the  now  half-forgotten  plan  of  union  was  devised,  and  missionaries, 
whether  Presbyterian  or  Congregational,  were  charged  witli  the  duty  of  carrying 
it  into  effect  in  the  new  settlements. 

Such  was  the  development  of  the  home  missionary  work  through  the  first  half- 
century  of  our  national  independence.     It  had  been  largely  a  desultoiy  work,  not 
arranged  on  any  comprehensive  plan.     It  had  been  conducted  by  local  missionary 
societies  in  various  parts  of  New  England,  New  York,  and  Pennsylvania,  co-opera- 
tive in  some  sort,  though  holding  only  occasional  and  infornml  correspondence 
witheacli  other;  and  all  of  them,  till  near  the  close  of  the  half-century,  employing 
only  itinerant  missionaries.     If  we  stand  in  the  ways  and  look  and  ask  for  tlic  old 
paths,  we  see  that  there  had  not  been  much  engineering  in  the  construction  of 
them:  they  were  like  bridle-paths  for  horseback  journeying;    they  were  like  the 
roads  which  I  sometimes  saw  in  my  boyhood,  "  blazed  "  through  primeval  woods, 
the  broad  marks  of  a  surveyor's  axe  upon  the  trees  guiding  the  traveler  from  one 
settlement  to  another,  and  mutely  prophesying  of  a  highway  that  was  soon  to  be. 
Yet  as  we  ask  '*  where  is  the  good  way  ? ''  we  see  that  those  '*  old  paths  "  all  led  in 
one  direction.     They  were  not  divergent,  nor  did  they  cross  each  other ;  they  were 
parallel,  tending  toward  the  city  of  our  God,  or,  rather,  they  all  converged  toward 
one  objective  point,  the  advancement  of  Christ's  Kingdom  in  this  growing  empire 
of  civil  and  religious  lil)erty,  the  salvation  of  men  from  sin,  and  of  our  country 
from  ignorance  and  godlessness.     The  modern  rivalry  and  strife  of  what  we  call 
"denominations"  was  hardly  known  in  those  days.     There  were  theological  differ- 
ences and  jealousies,  and  there  were  some  lingering  antipathies  of  race,  the  Eng- 
lish lineage  against  the  Scotch,  and  both  against  the  Dutch ;  but  such  differences 
and  antipathies  could  be  melted  down  in  tho  glow  of  enthusiasm  for  so  great  a 
work.    There  was  a  common  dislike  of  Arminiaii  Methodism,  not  only  because  it 
,  was  Arminian,  but  because  its  wandering  preachers  too  often  gloried  in  their  lack 
of  learning,  and  because  in  those  days  it  seemed  to  be  more  destructive  than  con- 
structive of  parochial  organization  and  a  stable  ministry.     Those  who  held  that 
there  is  no  baptism  other  than  the  immersion  of  adult  Christians  could  not  co- 
operate with  the  uubaptized ;    and  those  to  whom  the   liturgical  fonns  and  the 
stoled  and  mitred  priesthood  of  Anglicanism  were  essentials  of  religion,  stood  aloof 
while  the  pioneer  emignmt,  followed  by  the  pioneer  missionaiy,  was  preparing  a 
field;  for  they  could  not  co-operate  lest  they  should  partake  in  the  sin  and  share 
in  the  doom  of  the  Korah,  Dathan,  and  Abirara  who  were  undertaking  to  preach 
the  gospel   uncanonicnlly  and  outside  of  the  apostolic  succession.     But   among 
those  Christian  men  who  could  freely  commune  with  each  other  in  prayer  and  at 
the  table  of  the  Lord — among  the  adherents  of  those  ecclesiastical  organizations 
whose  members  and  whose  ministers  can  freely  pass  from  one  to  another,  and  l)e 
welcome, — the  idea  of  Home  Missions  was  the  idea  of  Christian  and  not  of  secta- 
rian propagandism.     The  aim  and  the  inspiring  thought  was  to  plant  churches — 
not  Presbyterian  churches,  nor  Congregational   churclies,   nor  Reformed   Dutch 
churches,  nor  Associate  Reformed  churches,  but  sim|)ly  churches  of  Christ — paro- 
chial churches,  each  with  its  settled  ministry,  preaching,  teaching,  apt  to  teach, 
guiding  the  flock,  watching  for  souls. 

This  was  the  idea  which  dominated  fifty  years  ago,  at  the  institution  of  the 
American  Home  Missionary  Society.  Gradually  the  method  of  home  missions 
had  been  modified  by  experience,  and  the  principle  had  been  established  that  aid  to 
struggling  congregations  in  support  of  a  stationed  or  pastoral  ministry  is  more 
efficient  than  the  continual  sending  forth  of  wandering  missionaries.  Gradually, 
too,  this  city — just  then  beginning  to  be  the  indisputably  predestined  centre  of 
commerce  for  the  continent — had  become,  more  than  any  other  city,  the  radiating 
point  of  home  missionary  work.  Here  the  United  Domestic  ^lissionary  Society  had 
gathered  into  itself  several  previously  existing  organizations,  some  of  which  had 
been  brought  into  existence  and  rivalry  by  the  heat  of  a  theological  controversy 
then  happily  grown  cold.     It  had  under  its  patronage  one  hundi*ed  and  forty-eight 
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cburcliee  (one  hundred  of  them  in  the  State  of  New  York)  and  one  hondred  and 
twenty-seven  ministei-gf  of  whom  only  twenty-eight  were  employed  in  other  States. 
It  was  ready  to  receive  into  its  treasury  the  contributions  of  all  Christian  patiiots, 
and  thus  to  extend  its  work  over  the  entire  country.  Accordingly,  by  invitation 
from  that  Society,  a  convention,  not  of  delegates  from  ecclesiastical  bodies,  large 
or  small,  but  of  individuals  from  the  great  Presbyterian  Church,  from  the  Con- 
gregational Churches,  from  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  and  from  the  Associate 
Reformed,  met  in  the  session-room  of  the  Brick  Presbyterian  Church  in  this  city. 
The  concourse  of  representative  men  was  from  all  parts  of  New  England  and  New 
York,  from  New  Jersey,  from  Pennsylvania,  from  Kentucky,  from  South  Carolina, 
and  from  Alabama.  All  the  diversities  of  Calvinistic  theology  were  tliere,* — 
Andover  and  Princeton,  Auburn  and  New  Haven;  and  yet  the  possibility  of 
co-operation  was  intelligently  recognized.  What  that  convention  desired  and 
intended  was  a  national  society ;  for  the  idea  of  free  co-operation  in  a  common 
cause,  without  regaixl  to  ecclesiastical  differences,  through  voluntary  societies  of 
national  scope  and  character,  had  been  already  embodied,  partly  in  the  American 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  and  the  American  Education 
Society,  more  broadly  and  conspicuously  in  the  American  Bible  Society,  and  very 
significantly  (though  not  without  some  jealous  guards  and  stipulations)  in  the 
American  Tract  Society.  It  was  tlierefore  determined  to  attempt  "a  national 
society  for  domestic  missions;  '*  national,  as  distinguished  from  local  or  sectional; 
national,  as  distinguished  from  sectarian  ;  national,  as  unifying  and  systematizing 
the  home  missionary  work,  and  carrying  it  forward  on  a  scale  proportioned,  in 
some  sort,  to  the  greatness  and  growth  of  our  common  country.  So  the  Amm- 
can  Home  Missionary  Society  came  into  l)eing  by  the  act  of  its  predecessor,  merging 
itself  in  a  new  organization  on  the  12th  of  May,  1826. 

Here,  then,  where  the  road  began  to  broaden  fifty  years  ago,  let  us  stand  in  the 
ways  again,  and'see  and  ask  for  the  old  paths.  What  weix;  the  aims  and  policy 
of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  at  its  beginning  ?  There  was  in  its 
constitution — and  there  is  to-day — no  reference  or  allusion  to  any  eccle{>iastical 
denomination.  Nor,  in  those  early  days,  did  any  question  about  the  intercsta  or 
rights  of  this  or  that  '*  denominati(m ''  enter  for  one  moment  into  the  councils  of 
the  institution.  The  work  undertaken  was  not  an  enterprise  of  ecclesiastical  pro- 
pa'jcandism.  It  was  indeed  a  work  of  planting  churches  in  all  waste  places — 
churches  with  pastors,  wlierever  there  was  a  population  that  needed  help  in  or- 
ganizing C'lristian  institutions;  but  what  should  be  the  internal  economy  of  those 
churches,  or  with  what  ecclesiiistical  confederations  they  should  be  affiliated,  was 
to  be  determined  by  the  free  choice  of  those  churches  themselvi^s.  These  are  "the 
old  paths  " — tlie  paths  that  were  chosen  fifty  years  ago  by  an  intelligent  and  broad- 
minded  patriotism,  and  an  evangelical  Chribtianity  that  cared  little  for  sectarian 
aggrandizement 

Sucli  an  euterpi*ise  was  po8si))le  just  then,  because  the  strife  and  scramble  of 
organized  denominations,  eacli  struggling  to  spread  itself  over  the  entire  country, 
had  not  quite  begun.  There  were  ecclesiastical  confederations,  each  comprehending 
many  local  churches,  each  wearing  its  distinctive  name  and  maintaining  its 
distinctive  traditions,  yet  agreed  in  all  essential  things,  holding  substantially  one 
body  of  doctrines,  alike  in  their  modes  of  worship,  differing  a  little  in  their 
methods  of  parochial  administration;  but  those  various  confederations  had 
hardly  begim  to  think  of  each  other  as  competitors  in  propagandiam.  One 
indeed  of  the  ecclesiastical  denominations  which  were  informally  represented  in 
the  founding  of  this  Society — a  body  distinguished  from  the  others  by  its 
descent  from  a  different  nationality,  and  perhaps  aspiring  only  (as  some  one 
has  sufiTgested)  to  have  "  a  snug  little  Zion  of  its  own,"  had  already  arranged 
a  system  for  the  aid  of  its  own  feeble  congregations ;  and,  having  done  ao,  it 
went  forward  quietly  in  its  own  way.  Another  of  those  denominations,  more  agg^rca- 
sive  in  its  genius,  had  spread  itself  into  every  section  of  the  Union,  and  into  almost 
every  State ;  and,  diligently  gathering  its  statistics  year  by  year,  was  already 
beginning  to  calculate  how  great  it  might  become.  By  a  party  in  that  denomi- 
nation a  cry  was  raised,  after  not  many  years,  that  a  voluntary  and  non-sectarian 
Society  for  Home  Missions  was  dangerous  to  sound  Presbyterianism ;  and  that 
the  Presbyterian  Church,   "in  its  distinctive   character" — ^the  denomination  as 
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orgmnixed  under  its  General  ABsembly — mnst  conduct  the  entire  Home  Miseionary 
work  witiiin  ita  jurisdiction  by  its  own  agents.*    That  cry  prevailed — and  then 
began  to  be  marked  out  the  new  way,  the  way  of  sectarianism  in  home  missions. 
Thos  we  who  are  now  old  men  saw  the  inauguration  of  a  new  policy — the  policy 
of  home  misaiona,  not  local,  but  on  a  national  scale,   conducted  by  and  for  an 
organized  denomination — that  is  to  say,  a  sect.     I  am  not  now  speaking  of  what 
had  been  done  and  what  continued  to  be  done  by  the  great  Methodist  itineracy  so 
wonderfully  organized  by  the  genius  of  Wesley,  nor  of  how  Baptist  churches  had 
spnmg  up  everywhere  without  an  organized  itineracy.     I  am  speaking  only  of  those 
drarehes,  distinguished  from  each  other  by  various  hifitoric  names,  but  numerous 
in  the  aggregate,  which  may  be  grouped  together  by  the  two  d(*scriptive  epithets, 
Calvinistic  and  Pedobaptist,  and  by  their  pretence  (at  least)  of  having  an  educated 
ministry;  and  what  I  say  is,  that  when  there  began  to  be  a  distinctively  Presbyte- 
rian ftropaganda,  intended  to  propagate  everywhere  by  home  missions,  not  simply 
the  Presbyterian  polity  as  distinguished    from    other  theories    and  methods  of 
church  government,  but  only  and  exclusively  the  jurisdiction,  the  g^atness,  and 
the  power  of  what  was  already  the  greatest  among  the  many  Presbyterian  sects, — 
when  it  was  openly  avowed  that  the  object  of  one  great  home  missionary  organiza- 
tion was  to  he,   primarily  and  continually,   the  building  up  of  one  organized 
denomination  to  tower  above  all  others,  then  the  netc  way  began.     From  that  begin- 
ning has  grown  up,  by  controversies  and  party  conflicts,  by  schisms  and  separations, 
and  then  by  reunions,  that  system  of  scrambling  rivalry  among  "  denominations  *' 
fltraggling  to  spread  themselves  everywhere,  which  now,  at  the  opening  of  the  second 
centary  since  these  States  began  to  be  a  nation,  is  in  truth  the  weakness  and  (I 
dtre  not  refuse  to  say  also)  the  opprobrium  of  American  Christianity. 

Where,  now,  in  this  great  scramble,  is  the  position  of  the  American  Uome  Missionary 
Society!  What  is  it  doing  ?    What  is  it  aiming  to  do?    Its  constitution  is  unchanged. 
Piftj  years  ago  the  pledge  was  given  in  that  organic  law,    "  The  great  object  of  this 
Society  shall  be  to  assist  congregations  that  are  unable  to  support  the  gospel  rainis- 
trj,  and  to  send  the  gospel  to  the  destitute,  within  the  United  States."     Do  these 
words  describe  the  object  for  which  the  Society  exists  to-day — the  policy  by  which, 
in  all  singleness  of  purpose,  its  proceedings  are  governed  ?     Its  constituency,  we 
know,  has  been  changed  by  death  and  by  withdrawal ;  and  its  revenue  comes  now, 
most  largely,   though  not  entirely,    from   those  who   worship  in  Congregational 
churches.      But  has  the   Society  itself — the  institution — been  changed  with  the 
change  in  its  constituency  ?     Has  it  become  a   "  denominational "  institution,  the 
oigan  of  an  organized  ecclesiasticism  sweating  in  the  race  with  other  ecclesiasticisms 
to  till  the  continent  with   competittvo   schism-shops   rather  than  with   churches 
which  shall  be  simply  churches  of  Christ,  and  which  shall  therefore  be,  iu  what- 
ever denominational  alliance,  more  earnest  for  the  common  faith  and  the  com- 
mon salvation  than  for  the  interests  of  ^^our  denomination?"     Let  me  answer tho 
question :     The  American  Home  Missionary  Society  began  fifty  years  ago  to  work, 
not  for  a  sect,  but  for  Christ;  and  it  is  working  now,  not  to  build  up  this  or  that 
organized  denomination,  far  less  to  be  an  engine  for  tlie  control  of  sucli  a  denomi- 
nation, but  to  plant  churches  that  shall  form  their  own  alliances,  guided  only  by 
the  providence  and  grace  of  God.     It  began  to  work  fifty  years  ago,  not  in  an 
ecclesiastical  spirit,  but  in  the  spirit  of  a  generous  patriotism ;  and  it  is  now  work- 
ing, not  for  any  Gkneral  Assembly  of  church  rulers,  nor  for  any  National  Council, 
hut  for  our  great  country,  to  fill  it  with  the  elements  and  forces  that  crystalize  into 
local  churches,  each  in  its  locality  radiant  with  the  presence  of  Him  who  is  the  light 
of  the  world.     The  monumental  achievements  of  its  fifty  years  are  the  churches  it 
has  aided  in  their  infancy  or  weakness^hurches  maintaining  the  evangelical  tenure 
of  church-membership— churches  with  no  priesthood  save  the  high  priesthood  of 
Christ  and  the  universal  priesthood  of    the  redeemed — churches  with  a  guiding 
and  teaching  ministry — churches  with  household  religion,  the  nurture  and  admo- 
nition of  the  Lord;   and  its  rejoicing  is  that  it  has  not  cared,  and  does  not  rare,  to 
label  those  churches  with  any  name  significant  of  ownership  or  subordination  save 
that  of  Christ,  the  name  above  every  name. 
But  did  I  not  imply  that  there  has  been  a  change  in  the  constituency  of  the 
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Society?  Yes;  and  what  change?  '* One  generation  goeth,  and  another  generation 
Cometh/^  The  conjstituent  drops  that  make  the  river  are  flowing  to  the  ocean, 
but  the  river  is  the  same.  Such  constancy  of  change  is  constancy ;  and  the  change, 
continually  going  on,  and  keeping  pace  with  the  years,  is  a  constant  admonition : 
'*  Whatsoever  thy  hand  flndeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might.**  Of  those  who  met 
in  that  constituent  convention,  fifty  years  ago,  there  are  two  who  linger  yet  among 
the  living.*  Of  the  officers  appointed  at  the  lx*ginning — ^President,  Vice-Presidents, 
Directors,  Treasurer,  Auditor,  Secretaries, — all  have  gone.  But  their  work  remains, 
the  Society  which  they  instituted  and  conducted  lives  on.  They  have  rested  from 
their  labors,  but  the  tree  which  they  planted  and  watered  is  yet  alive  and  yigoroos, 
throwing  its  broad  shadow  over  their  graves  and  yielding  its  frait,  year  by  year — 
nay  every  month,  for  the  healing  of  the  nation. 

In  another  sense,  tlie  constituency  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  is 
unchanged.  What  constituted  the  Society  in  its  beginning  was  not — what  now 
constitutes  it  is  not — an  ecclesiastical  judicatory  or  convention,  nor  any  supposed 
alliance  of  such  judicatories  and  conventions.  Nor  was  the  constituency  then, 
nor  is  it  now — directly  or  in  any  strict  sense — the  churches,  severally  counted,  of 
any  denomination  or  description.  It  is  simply  and  only — as  it  has  been  from  the 
beginning — the  individuals  associated,  for  the  time  being,  under  the  organic  law. 
which  was  framed  and  adopted  fifty  years  ago,  and  which  remains  unchanged. 
As  this  Home  Missionary  Society  was  not  designed  to  be  sn  ecclesiastical  institution, 
so  it  has  not  yet  become  an  appendage  to  any  organized  sect,  an  auxiliary  to  its 
denominational  ambition,  nor  a  force  to  be  used  in  governing  its  churches.  It  is 
simply  a  voluntary  society  of  individuals  associated  for  doing  good  in  one  specified 
line  of  beneficence — an  association  into  which  whosoever  will  may  enter,  and  from 
which  whosoever  will  may  withdraw.  That  is  all  there  is  of  it :— a  simple  channel 
receiving  the  thousand  rills  of  individual  benevolence,  and  pouring  them  out  in 
a  grandly  diffusive  beneficence.  It  has  no  capital  stock,  no  endowments,  no 
edifice  for  the  transaction  of  its  affairs;  nobody  owes  it  anything  but  love;  it 
owes  nothing  save  honest  fidelity  to  its  contributors  and  punctuality  of  payment  to 
its  missionaries,  its  promises  to  the  latter  being  always  conditioned  on  the  con- 
tinued liberality  of  the  former. 

It  was  with  great  reluctance  that  I  yielded  to  the  invitation  which  imposed  npon 
me  the  duty  of  this  hour.  But  the  emergency  in  which  the  invitation  was  given, 
suddenly  and  recently,  seemed  to  require  a  sacrifice.  I  knew  that  my  sense  of 
duty,  should  I  speak  on  this  occasion,  would  not  permit  me  to  exhaust  the  hour  in 
a  mere  glorification  of  the  ecclesiastical  systom  under  which,  through  more  than 
fifty  years,  I  have  performed  my  ministry.  I  knew  that  some  in  this  assembly — 
perhaps  many — would  expect  me  to  set  forth  the  merits  and  the  claims,  the 
achievements  and  tlie  progress  of  "our  denomination,"  and  to  commend  the 
American  Home  Missionary  Society  as  having  l)ecome,  in  the  later  years  of  its  first 
half-century,  an  engine  for  the  propagation  of  •*  our  polity."  It  is  painful  to 
speak  against  the  earnest  and  devout  conviction  of  any  hearer,  and  I  prayed  to  be 
excused.  But  as  the  invitation  was  urged  again,  and  persistently,  I  began  to  feel 
that  perhaps  God  was  calling  me  to  give,  on  this  semi-centennial  occasion,  my 
latest  testimony  against  the  spirit  and  the  methods  of  sectarian  propagandism ; 
and  therefore  it  is  that  I  am  here. 

*'Thu8  saith  the  Lord," — I  speak  as  the  servant  of  his  Word — "Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  Stand  ye  in  the  ways,  and  see,  and  ask  for  the  old  paths,  where  is  the  good 
way."  If  the  old  way  is  the  good  way,  let  us  walk  therein,  though  ever  so  many 
choose  some  other  way. 

There  is  a  simply  Christian  idea  of  Home  Missions,  and  there  is  a  sectarian  idea. 
Between  these  two  ideas  there  is  a  broad  and  obvious  difference ;  but  oh  I  how 
often,  and  by  how  many  whom  we  gladly  recognize  as  in  some  sort  our  **  fellow- 
workers  unto  the  kingdom  of  God,"  is  the  Christian  idea  subordinated  to  the 
sectai-iani  The  Christian  idea  is  this:  Labor  and  sacrifice  for  the  extension  of  a 
kingdom  which  is  "not  meat  and  drink" — not  polity,  nor  judicatures,  nor 
denominational  statistics — "  but  righteousness,  peace,  and  joy  in  tho  Holy  Ghost" 
It  is  labor  and  sacrifice  to  spread  over  this  continental  union  of  States  the  broad 
illumination  and  the  saving  power  of  spiritual  Cliristianity ;  to  set  up  Christian 
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institutions  for  the  conservation  and  constant  diffusion  of  Christian  inflaences ; 
and,  as  the  first  and  foremost  of  all  sach  institutions,  churches — everywhere  the 
local  church,  the  Sabbath  assembly  of  Christian  households  (doming  together  in 
one  place  to  worship  God  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  to  bo  instructed  by  an  '*  able  and 
faithful "  ministry  of  the  Woi*d,  and  to  claim  for  their  children  the  inheritance 
of  the  promises.     The  Christian  idea  sa^s:  Let  us  work  for  this  with  one  accord, 
with  one  hope  in  the  Captain   of  our  salvation,  with  one  joy  at  every  stage 
and  step  of  progress,  till  this  land  of  ours  shall  have  become  the  garden  of  the 
Lord,  verdant  everywhere,  blooming  everywhere,  fruitful  everywhere,  under  the 
radiance  of  the  Sun  of  Righteousness.      The  sectarian  idea,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
this:  Labor  and  sacrifice  for  the  extension  of  what  is  called  a  "denomination," 
and  this  for  the  extension  of  Christ's  kingdom — labor  and  sacrifice,  not  merely  to 
gain  a  wide  acceptance  for  the  doctrinal  Christianity  which  thousands  of  churches 
hold  in  common  (for  doctrinal  agreement  is  one  thing,  and  "  a  denomination  '*'' 
is  another  thing),  nor  merely  to  gain  a  wider  adoption  of  a  certain  church  polity 
(for,  alas  I  not  even  oneness  of  polity  is  oneness  of  "  denomination  "),  but  proxi- 
mately and  constantly  to  extend   and  strengthen  one  ecclesiastical  confederacy 
competitive  with  others ;  for  a  denomination,  as  we  have  learned  to  use  the  word, 
is  nothing  else  than  that  concrete  and  substantial  reality.     The  sectarian  idea 
says:  Let  us  work  for  our  denomination;  let  us  push  it  forward  in  advance  of 
all  others,  and  push  it  in  everywhere  regardless  of  all  others.     If  a  feeble  congre- 
gation can  be  gathered  at  some  point  where  there  is  already  a  self-supporting  con- 
gregation not  counted  in  our  statistics,  or  at  some  other  point  where  already  two 
•    or  three  sectarian  conventicles  are  struggling  to  devour  each  other,  let  us  set  up 
there  the  standard  of  our  denomination.     If  in  a  congregation  which  is  not  ours, 
there  happens  to  be  a  quarrel,  let  us  make  haste,  and  say  to  the  malcontents  while 
their  zeal  is  hot.  Come  ye  with  us  and  we  will  do  you  good,  for  we  are  sure  the 
Lord  hath  spoken  good  concerning  our  denomination. 

Sectarian'propagandism — is  that  the  good  way  ?  See  how  the  denominations 
waste,  in  their  competition,  the  strength  which,  had  there  been  cooperation,  or  even 
•'comity,"  might  have  wrought  great  things  for  our  country  and  our  Gk)d. 
See  starveling  synagogues  of  schism  thick-set  in  many  a  community  where,  but  for 
the  hope  of  sectarian  missionary  aid,  there  might  have  been  one  self-supporting 
church  of  Christ.  Is  that  the  good  way  ?  We  have  our  newspaper  homilies  about 
union  among  evangelical  Christians,  and  about  the  unlovcliness  of  close  communion, 
and  how  ministers  of  every  denomination  ought  to  preach  in  the  pulpits  of  every 
other ;  and  now  and  then  we  have  an  evangelical- alliance  meeting  to  show  how 
little  difference  there  is  among  our  denominations.  So  we  begin  to  emerge  from 
the  shriveled  littleness  and  the  conscious  unrest  of  zeal  for  a  denomination.  But 
then,  perhaps,  in  some  alarm  at  the  broad-church  tendencies  of  the  day,  we  draw 
back  and  give  thanks  that  there  are  so  many  denominations  to  check  and  to  stimu- 
late one  another  by  their  rivalry,  and  each  of  us  is  particularly  thankful  that  his 
own  denomination  is  the  best  of  all — the  one  to  go  everywhere  in  advance  of  all 
others. 

Let  us  rise  above  the  stifling  narrowness  of  sectarian  propagandism,  into  the 
serener,  purer,  freer  air  of  the  Christian  idea.  Let  the  true  motive  possess  and 
ex])and  our  minds,  and  we  shall  find  rest  to  our  souls.  Look  away  from  these  petty 
rivalries.  Look  up  I  Look  uj) !  Behold  the  grandeur  and  the  glory  of  that  Cross 
on  which  Christ  is  lifted  up,  that  He  may  draw  all  men  to  Him.  Look  al>road, 
as  fnira^Pisgah,  on  the  Hand  to  be  possessed.  Look  forward  and  see  thejprocess- 
ion  of  the  ages — see  what  this  land  may  become  if  we  now,  in  peace  and  wealth, 
struggle  to  make  it  Christian,  as  our  fathers,  a  hundred  years  ago,  were  strug- 
gling in  |>overty,  and  in  the  agony  of  war  to  make  it  free ;  behold  kings  com- 
ing to  its  light,  and  the  nations  to  the  brightness  of  its  rising !  Thus  looking 
upward,  loolcing  abroad,  looking  onward,  hearken  to  that  voice  from  the  eternal 
throne :   The  nation  tJuit  will  not  serve  lae  shall  utCerli/  jterish. 
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WASHINGTON. 
Beo,  J,  F,  Damon,  Port  Madison. 

Scarcely  a  pleasant  Sabbath  in  three 
montlis — I  might  have  said  in  five — was 
our  winter  and  spring  experience  in  this 
Puget  Sound  region ;  yet  our  congrega- 
tions have  held  on  quite  well,  and  our 
Sabbath  schools  have  maintained  a  fair 
interest  in  the  good  work,  varying  in 
numbers,  however,  with  the  mildness  or 
severity  of  the  weather. 

Next  to  home^tmining,  our  Sabbath- 
schools  prove  the  most  efficient  educators 
of  public  sentiment  by  engaging  the 
sympathies  and  directing  the  convictions, 
while  yet  the  minds  are  not  absorl>ed  in 
the  too  often  all-engrossing  ambition  to 
**  get  ahead  in  the  world." 

Some  of  my  most  pleasant  experiences 
with  those  among  whom  I  labor  are  but 
the  ripened  fniits  of  a  harvest  planted 
years  ago,  and  perhaps  in  a  foreign  land, 
by  toilers 'who,  in   the  grand  re- union, 
shall  come  again  with  rejoicing,  bring- 
ing these  same  sheaves.     Oh,  shall  we 
find  sheaves  awaiting  our  claim  in  that 
great  gathering!     If  this  generation  of 
parents,  teachers,  and  professed  friends 
of  Christ  are  only  as  faithful  in  the  work 
allotted  them,  as  were  the  "  straight-laced 
old  fogies  "  of  our  earlier  boyhood,  how 
many  of  these  now  wayward,  indifferent, 
but  precious  souls  will  find   their  way 
eventually  home  Into  the  kingdom.     Tlie 
effectual,  fervent  prayers  so  oft  repeated 
in  other  climes,  welling  up  from  obscure 
home  altars    in  the  years    long  gone, 
prompted  by  hearts  now  still  and  through 
lips  now  mute,  even  those  prayers  whose 
utterers  were  never  known  to  any  of  us 
save  their  objects,  are  finding  blest  an- 
swer in  the  distant  land,  half  the  earth's 
circumference  from  home  I     Truly  God 
does  not  forget. 


Hn.  J,  Hall,  SeattU. 

COMING  BACK. 

Tras  closes  my  third  quarter,  and  my 
]a1>ors  in  Seattle.     I  am  making  prepara- 
tions for  my  long  journey  to  Wisconsin, 
called  there  by  the  sickness  of  my  dear 
wife.  She  has  l>ecn  very  feeble  for  nearly  a 
year,  and  as  she  cannot  possibly  come  to 
me  I  must  go  to  her.      I  leave  this  field 
very    reluctantly,    and    if    I    could,    I 
should  soon  return.     I  leave  the  church 
prosperous,  out  of  debt,  growing,  and 
united.      They    know   my    reasons  for 
leaving,  and  give  me  their  best  wishes, 
prayers,  and  sympathies.      I  dread  the 
parting  hour.     As  I  could  not  promise  to 
return,  we  have  secured  Rev.  J.  F.  Ellis, 
of  Forest  Grove,   Oregon,  to  take  my 
place — a  good  man  and  an  earnest  work- 
er in  the  cause  of  Christ.     He  will  com- 
mence his  labors  here  on  the  first  Sab- 
bath in  July.     The  Church  has  had  some 
valuable  accessions,  and  many  others  will 
unite  this  summer.     I  am  doing  all  I  can 
to  prepare  the  way  for  my  successor. 
My  intercourse  with  the  people  of  Seattle 
has  been  very  pleasant ;  not  a  word  of 
unkindness  has  ever  been  uttered  against 
me,  either  by  my  church  or  any  of  the 
churches  in  the  city.     I    am   thankful 
to  know  that  I  leave  them  all  in  peace, 
and  heartily  commend   them  to  God*s 
blessing. 


CALIFORNIA. 
Bev.  J,  T.  Ford,  San  Bernardino, 

THE  NEW  HOME. 

Our  church,  just  finished,  was  dedica- 
ted last  Sabbath,  with  much  rejoicing. 
It  is  a  small  and  simple,  but  tasteful 
structure,  26x50  feet,  exclusive  of  vesti- 
bule and  rear  extension,  and  will  seat 
about  200  persons.  The  work  has  been 
accomplished  without  serious  conflicts 
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of  opinion  or  feeling.    A  meeting  of  the 
Bonthern  California  Association  was  held 
here   at    the    time    and  our    brethren 
from  other  fields  joined  with  ua  in  our 
dedication  exercises.     Secretary  Warren 
was  present,  with  words  of  encourage- 
ment, and  gave  us  valuable  aid  in  secur- 
ing money  and  pledges  from  the  congre- 
gation, suffici^t,  with  the  sum   hoped 
for  from  the  Union,  to  leave  us  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  without  debt    We  thank  Gk)d 
for  the  new  church,  and  hope  its  erection 
win  prove  the  beginning  of  better  days. 
I  fed  like  heginning  now  the  real  work 
in  this  field.     For  the  last  three  months 
my  labors  have  been  very  much  outside 
the   ordinary    pastoral  and    preaching 
work  of  the  missionary,  but  I  feel  now 
that  we  have  a  vantage  ground  for  active 
efEort  in  saving  souls,  which  it  would  be 
unpardonable  not  to  improve. 

WYOMING. 
Beo.  C.  M.  Scmders^  Cheyenne. 

DUST  STORMS.   BLACK  HILLS. 

Wb  are  much  encouraged  by  the  evi- 
dent growing  interest  in  Sabbath  ser- 
vices. Our  congregations  were  never 
bettw",  the  house  being  well  filled  on 
Sabbath  evenings ;  at  times  every  scat  is 
occupied.  At  the  conclusion  of  service, 
last  Sunday,  I  asked  for  a  special  contii- 
butionof  $100.  Some  of  the  congrega- 
tion smiled  in  surprise  that  so  much 
should  be  expected.  I  said  it  was  a  large 
request  to  make,  but,  knowing  my  con- 
gi^ation,  I  had  faith  to  believe  the  re- 
quest would  be  met  And  so  it  was ; 
for  the  collection  amounted  to  $104. 
With  an  average  Sabbath-school  atten- 
dance of  about  fifty,  our  collection 
ayerages  over  three  dollars  a  Sabbath. 

We  had  heard  something  of  "dust- 
storms,"  before  coming  to  C — ,  now  we 
know  about  them  by  experience.  The 
zephyr  breezes  tune  up  their  hoarsest 
notes,  and  set  agoing  their  strongest 
gosts.  The  very  air  seems  wild  and 
raving.  Your  house  trembles  ( you  are 
(^  if  it  has  a  strong  frame);  your  rest 


is  disturbed,  and  the  next  morning,  the 
patience  of  *  the  better  half '  is  put  to 
the  severest  test.  *  Just  look  at  the  win- 
dow sill,  and  hero  on  this  wliat-noti 
why,thi8  room  was  dusted  only  yesterday. 
Oh  dear!  how  can  one  stand  this?' 
But  the  day  is  bright  and  beautiful,  the 
sunshine  casts  its  golden  }>cams  in  upon 
us  in  royal  splendor,  as  mucli  as  to  say 
'  ril  make  amends ;  *  and  all  come  at 
last  to  a  contented  frame  of  mind,  ac- 
cepting it  as  a  part  of  the  trial  of  faith. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  letters  from  New 
England  and  elsewhere,  about  the  pros- 
pects at  the  Black  Hills.  The  great  ques- 
tion as  to  whetlier  or  not  gold  is  found, 
or  to  be  found,  in  paying  quantities  is  as 
yet  unsettled.  Thousands  have  gone  in- 
to the  hills,  and  the  great  problem  will 
be  solved  in  time.  The  grand  rush  has 
been  checked,  somewliat  by  the  *  Indian 
Scare,'  and  for  a  wliile,  there  is  a  lull, 
while  the  Indians  are  out  on  the  *  war- 
path." The  inevitable  conflict  with  them 
will  undoubtedly  settle  the  Indian  ques- 
tion for  some  time  to  come.  I  advise 
those  proposing  to  try  the  hills,  to  go 
in  companies,  and  to  take  provisions  to 
last  at  least  three  months,  and  all  should 
know  there  are  risks  to  run,  and  hard 
work  before  them. 

We  have  been  holding  a  series  of  Fel- 
lowship meetings  at  Cheyenne,  Greeley, 
Plattville,  Longmont,  Denver,  Colorado- 
Springs,  and  Central,  which  proved  suc- 
cessful in  developing  Christian  fellow- 
ship, and  quickening  spiritual  interest. 


DAKOTA. 
Bev.  O.  S.  Codington,  Lale  Village, 

.\FTER  THREE  YEARS. 

I  HAD  three  years  of  active  service  in 
the  field  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  and  do  not  tliink  that  those 
experiences  tried  the  endurance  of  the 
soldier,  as  has  this  three  years'  campaign 
in  Dakota.  I  confess  now,  that  if  the 
same  experiences  were  before  me  for  the 
next  three  years,  I  might  flinch  a  little, 
for  I  feel  that  I  have  not  the  physical 
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strength  to  go  through.  But  then  there 
is  always  this  idea  in  my  mind  *  Let  me 
die  in  my  harness/  I  am  much  encour- 
aged to  go  on ;  for  my  throat  is  better 
than  a  year  ago,  and  if  I  can  escape  ex- 
posure and  drawbacks,  the  physician 
assures  me  there  is  no  reason  why  I  may 
not  recover  the  full  use  of  my  voice. 
I  shall  endeavor  to  be  careful  while  keep- 
ing up  my  work.  In  this  field,  single- 
handed,  my  wife  and  I,  under  God's 
care  and  providence,  have  fought  a  con- 
tinued tight  for  three  yeai*s  and  a  half. 
On  only  two  occasions  has  any  brother 
minister  ventured  within  the  limits  of  my 
diocese,  and  perhaps  it  is  not  much  to  l>e 
wondered  at  if  at  times  we  feel  lonely, 
and  that  we  are  spreading  our  influence 
pretty  thinly  over  so  large  i  field.  The 
result  plainly  indicates  to  us  the  power 
of  the  Infinite,  for  we  know  that  our 
greatest  strength  is  weakness. 

Three  years  ago  the  church  at  Dell 
Rapids  was  organized.  Some  of  its 
members  moved  away,  and  it  seemed  at 
a  standstill,  especially  under  the  draw- 
back of  the  failure  of  my  health  for  the 
last  year.  But  God  was  in  the  beginning 
of  that  church.  One  of  its  membei-s— a 
young  girl  who  joined  us  on  profession, 
and  whom  it  was  my  privilege  to  bap- 
tize— ^returring  to  her  old  home  in  Maine, 
took  a  letter  to  a  sister  church,  entered 
into  Sunday-school  work  with  rare  zeal 
and  intelligence,  and  has  led  six  or  more 
of  a  class  of  youth  from  sixteen  to 
twenty  years  of  age,  into  the  Christian 
life. 

The  Spring  has  opened  very  favorably, 
and  that  is  encouraging  to  our  people. 
One  cannot  live  in  such  settlements  as  are 
on  this  frontier,  without  observing  the 
close  relation  between  temporal  prosperity 
and  spiritual  confidence.  Hunger  staring 
one  in  the  face  is  very  apt  to  overwhelm 
and  set  aside  the  moral  force  which,  ope- 
rating witlfin  a  soul,  creates  spiritual 
hunger.  This  is  not  to  say  that  late  and 
unfavorable  springs  and  grasshoppeis 
drive  out  religious  experience,  but  that 
pinching  poverty  often  necessitates  re- 
trenchment in  moral  and  spiritual  prov- 


ender, so  far  as  that  might  make  drafts  on 
the  source  of  supplies  of  food  and 
clothing  for  the  body.  People  from 
these  out  settlements  say  to  us  :  *  We  are 
mighty  poor  up  there,  but  we  would 
like  to  have  you  come  and  preach  to  us.' 
And  so  we  go  to  preach  to  them,  and  in 
log- cabin,  or  sod-hut,  or  dug-out,  it  is 
all  the  same,  for  the  gospel  is  glad  tid- 
ings to  the  poor,  and  the  hut  Itecomes 
the  temple  of  God.  There  are  no  canon- 
icals except  the  living  truths  :  no  robes 
except  the  robe  of  righteousness  which 
Christ  offers. 


Bev,  A.  D,  Adams,  Sioux  Falls, 

GROWmO  AND  HOPEFUL. 

My  second  quarter  has  passed;  the 
novelty  of  having  a  *  new  minister '  has 
worn  off,  and  I  think  I  am  on  a  solid 
basis  for  action.  I  see  the  work  to  be 
done  by  the  church  and  think  I  under- 
stand the  temper  of  the  people,  and  my 
conclusions  are  mostly  cheering.  It  is  a 
diflicult  field,  yet  with  proper  working 
it  will  be  productive.  We,  here  on  the 
frontier.  Christians  And  all,  are  after  the 
treasures  of  this  world,  and  this  is  one  of 
our  greatest  obstacles  to  spiritual  life. 
However,  the  improvement  is  marked. 
In  financial  matters  I  must  speak  highly 
of  the  church  and  congregation.  My 
salary,  the  expenses  of  the  Sabbath- 
school,  etc.,  are  cheerfully  met.  With 
respect  to  the  benevolent  contributions 
of  the  church  I  can  not  speak  with  so 
much  satisfaction.  We  have  had  no 
special  revival  interest  during  the  winter, 
other  than  that  seen  in  the  quickening: 
of  Christians ;  yet  it  seems  to  me  that 
tlie  way  is  opening  for  a  better  state  of 
things  among  us  though  it  may  not 
come  speedily  in  its  fullness. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  I  was  ordained 
and  installed  pastor.  Next  Sabbath 
will  be  the  first  communion  of  the  church 
since  I  came  here.  Several  are  expected 
to  unite  with  us  by  letter,  some  of  whom 
have  lived  here  for  a  year  or  more.  •  The 
prospect  brightens,  but  our  great  need  is 
for  a  rich  outpouring  of  God's  Spirit  to 
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mdt  onr  he&rts  so  that  they  maj  flow  ' 
togethrr  in  love  and  in  action. 


NEBRASKA. 

Bev.  L.  B.  Benton,' tihhlf. 


The  work  done  by 
those  western  fields,  cannot  be  set  down 
in  Ggntca.  It  consists  largely  in  bunting 
up  the  scattered  sheep  of  Christ's  fuld, 
collecting  tlicm  into  churclius  (feeble  it 
mty  be),  strengthening  their'faith,  en-  ■ 
conraging  their  hope,  and  stimulating 
them  into  action.  The  tqIuc  of  such  a 
work  can  be  known  only  when  it  shall 
be  bronght  to  light  in  the  revelations  at 
tliat  grmt  day  when  all  things  shall  be 
made  manifest. 

When  I  cnnie  to  this  field  in  December, 
lilt,  there  had  been  no  preaching  for 
nearly  a  year ;  and  in  part  of  it  for  a 
longer  time.  The  membirs  were  scat- 
tered and  discouraged,  the  congregations 
broken  up  and  the  outlook  at  that  time 
was  anything  hut  flattering,  except  fur 
this;  that  the  Christian  people  were 
ready  with  oi>en  arms  to  welcome  any 
one  who  would  break  to  them  the  bread 
of  life,  and  earnestly  work  for  Clirist 
and  his  cause.  Since  then,  I  have  seen 
tlie*e  scattered  traguients  gathered  to- 
gether, memberp  added  to  one  of  tbc 
churches,  and  a  new  enterprise  started 
where  one  had  become  extinct.  In  one 
place  where  I  commenced  with  six  to 
ten  hearers  through  the  winter,  we  now 
have  from  twenty-five  to  forty,  and  onr 
Sabbath  school  has  increased  from  four 
or  five  to  twentj-five  or  thirty.  Tlius 
the  work  goes  on,  and  I  feel  encouraged 
to  labor  more  efficiently  in  the  future 
thui  I  have  in  the  past 

KANSAS. 
Rev.  6.  0.  Blake,   PkiUijitt/wff. 

I  H.^vE  built  a  domicile,  and,  as  I  made 
it  princiijally  with  my  own  hands,  i)er- 
haps  it  will  not  tire  you  to  read  a  de- 
Kription  of  it.  The  house  is  of  the  kind 
common  in  thia  country,  but  of  better 


average  quality.  In  the  vernacular 
of  this  region  it  is  called  a  "dug-out." 
I  selected  a  plnce  at  the  licad  of  a 
"draw,"  or  ravine,  where  the  ground 
made  an  abnipti  descent  of  about  three 
feet.  1  then  laid  off  a  space  fourteen  by 
twenty  feet,  with  one  end  just  at  the  off- 
set, and  dug  down,  as  if  to  make  a  cel- 
lar, to  the  depth  of  three  and  a  half  feet, 
which  left  but  three  sides,  the  front 
o|)ening  into  the  draw.  After  the  walla 
,w*erc  straightened,  I  hnd  sod  |>1onghed, 
'  and  cut  it  into  piece*  sliont  two  feet 
long.  With  this  I  liuilt  a  wall  from  the 
edge  of  my  cellar  to  the  hei<;ht  of  three 
and  a  hiilf  feet,  making  tlic  entire  height 
from  the  bottom  about  seven  or  seven 
and  a  half  feet.  Tlien  a  sliingle  roof 
was  put  on,  a  cotton-wood  floor  laid,  a 
door  and  window  put  in  the  front  end, 
and   a    half-window  in  the  back  end. 

I  The  walls  were  phistered,  and  tlie  "  dug- 
out" was  done.  That  is  what  I  call  "an 
earthlff  habitation."  I  did  'most  of  the 
digging.  Bod-iaying.  and  car|)entcr  work, 
and  all  of  the  ptasteiing ;  so  that  you  see 

I I  am  generally  useful.  Our  house  is  not 
I  a  palace  to  be  sure,  but  it  is  a  home. 
I  Besides  that,  I  have  lielped  to  dig  one 
I  well    forty-live  feet  decg),  and    another 

nine  feet  deep,  as  the  first  failed  to  find 
^ater.  Now,  as  I  have  preached  twice 
every  Sabbath,  and  attended  to  my  regu- 
lar work,  you  may  lie  sure  I  have  been 
reary.  I  do  not  know  that  all  this  is 
"  missionary  intelligence,"  but  it  is  some 
satisfaction  to  jnc  to  tell  it,  and  it  can't 
do  any  harm,  I  suiipo.Se. 

If  matters  continue  as  they  seem  to 
promise,  I  look  for  progress  on  this  field 
during  tlie  year,  and  it  shall  be  my  ear- 
nest aud  constant  endeavor  to  build  up 
the  cause.  More  missionaries  could  find 
fields  of  usefulness  in  Ibis  county  where 
llie  people  would  eagerly  receive  them. 

MINNESOTA. 

R-t.  J.  B.    ToiU,   WiibaihaiB. 


The  past  quarter  has  been  saddened 
by  the  very  dangerous  illness  of  my  help- 
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f  ul  wife  who  has  been  greatly  prostrated 
and  enfeebled,  and  at  times  tried  by 
most  excruciating  j)ain.  But  God  has 
answered  prayer,  and  she  is  almost  en- 
tirely restored.  In  ou;;  deep  affliction 
God  has  taught  us  precious  lessons  of 
loving  submission,  and  I  trust  prompted 
us  to  a  deeper  consecration  to  the  Master 
and  his  work. 

Some  churches  near  us  make  so  much 
of  baptism  that  they  lay  pastoral  claim 
to  a  whole  family,  a  child  of  which 
has  been  baptized  by  them;  and  en- 
deavor to  make  it  certain  that,  by 
consent  of  parent  and  child,  that  bai>- 
tized  one  shall  be  taught  and  trained  in 
the  duties  of  '*  the  church,''  and  con- 
firmed. I  said,  if  such  are  taught  so 
carefully,  we  certainly  should  see  to  it 
that  the  baptized  children  of  our  church 
are  earnestly  cared  for.  So  I  made  a 
list  of  them,  and  find  we  have  thirty- 
three,  only  four  of  whom  have  made  a 
profession  o€  religion.  1  visit  them,  and 
shall  hold  meetings  among  them  to  se- 
cure their  conversion.  I  have  also  made 
a  pocket  list  of  the  families  outside  the 
Church  but  represented  in  the  Sabbath- 
school  by  one  to  four  children.  There 
are  forty  of  these  families ;  and,  though 
some  are  connected  with  other  churches, 
they  welcome  mo  looking  after  the 
scholars,  and  so  I  find  access  to  hearts 
not  otherwise  reached. 

Of  the  2,000  in  the  city  I  find  about 
one  half  German,  some  of  whom  are 
Catholic  and  Lutheran,  but  most  are 
simply  moralists,  with  their  German 
drinking  habits,  and  no  organized  infi- 
delity. There  is,  however,  among  the 
children  and  youth  a  condition  of  things 
alarming  as  t^  the  future.  Upon  consul- 
tation with  others,  I  called  a  mass  meet- 
ing, to  be  held  in  a  large  public  hall  on 
a  Sabbath  afternoon,  to  consider  "  Our 
rising  generation,  their  wants  and  dan- 
gers." The  meeting  was  large,  and  the 
people  interested.  Six  citizens  made 
brief  speeches,  and  all  voted  for  another 
meeting.  The  subject  of  temperance,  of 
course,  will  come  in  for  its  full  share  of 
discussion. 


The  diligence  of  the  Catholic  priest  is 
exemplary.  He  tells  me  that  he  has  & 
five  months^  pledge  which  he  circulates 
personally  among  the  congregation  and 
elsewhere,  to  be  renewed  at  the  end  of 
that  time.  He  said  he  had  recently  se- 
cured the  pledges  of  three  Americans,  not 
memljers  of  his  church  or  congregation- 
Wlien  I  told  him  of  my  plan  for  a  mass 
meeting  for  the  benefit  of  the  young,  he 
approved  very  highly,  and  partially 
promised  to  co-operate,  and  gave  the 
names  of  two  of  his  congregation  to 
speak,  one  of  whom  did  speak  welL 
But  a  few  minutes  of  meditation  seemed 
to  show  the  priest  a  logical  dilemma, 
and  he  said  :  **  But  if  we  all  come  to- 
gether in  the  hall  for  this  work,  men  will 
say  we  can  just  as  well  come  all  together 
in  the  church.  I  will  reflect  upon  it ;  '* 
and  he  does  not  appear. 

I  am  greatly  encouraged  by  the  im- 
provement in  the  spiritual  condition  of 
the  church,  the  increased  attendance  and 

« 

interest  in  the  Sabbath  school  and 
prayer-meetings,  and  the  welcome  given 
to  pastoral  visitation. 


IOWA. 
Rev.   J,   W,  Pick^j  Superintendent 

CHURCH  BCn.DINO. 

We  are  the  only  organization.  With 
commenda})le  enterprise  they  have 
erected  a  building  for  church  purposes, 
in  which  I  recently  held  a  very  pleasant 
communion  service,  receiving  several 
more  into  the  church.  The  work  of  build- 
ing churches  is  rapidly  going  forward. 
Ames  has  just  completed  a  beautiful 
parsonage,  and  now  the  church  becomes 
self-sustaining.  It  is  the  leading  denom- 
ination in  this  pleasant  town,  the  seat  of 
the  Agricultural  College. 

Dunlap,  an  important  station  on  the 
Chicago  and  Northwestern  Railway,  has 
been  completely  revolutionized  by  the 
power  of  the  Divine  Spirit  The  church 
has  probably  more  than  doubled  in 
effective  strength,  and  is  now  actively 
engaged  in  building  a  five  thousand 
dollar  church  much  needed.    It  asked 
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no  aid  from  tbe  bailding  fund,  showing 
vhat  people  can  do  when  the  Spirit  of 
God  moves  upon  the  dry  bones.      One 
jear  ago,  the  thing  they  are  now  doing 
would  haye  seemed  like  a  dream,  or  a 
miracle.    The  same  thing  has  happened 
It  Magoulia,  some  sixty  coming  into  its 
membership;  and  a  pleasant  house  of 
worship  is  now  building,  to  cost  some- 
thing over  $2,000.      The  little  Welsh 
charch  at  Gomcr,  twelve  miles  from  Red 
Oak,  in  the  wilds  of  Montgomery  County, 
insomuch  difficulty  three  years  ago,  is 
nobly  repaying  the  Society's  liberality 
by  earnest  Christian  work.     They  are 
bailding    a   beautiful    church,   to  cost 
$2,000.    After  one  year  more  I  shall  ex- 
pect to  see  them  self-sustaining.     Perci- 
Tal,  formerly  Civil  Bend,  is  building. 

Ottnmwa  has  one  of  the  most  tasteful 
ud  beautiful  churches  in  the  stnto^  at  a 
C08t  of  some  $25,000 ;  and  the  church 
here  at  Des  Moines  is  at  length  in  the 
midst  of  its  much  needed  building  en- 
terprise. A  commodious  church,  costing 
something  over  $20,000  is  to  be  built. 

The  church  at  Anita  has  its  $4,000  ed- 
ifice nearly  completed,  and  in  two  weeks 
I  go  to  the  dedication  of  the  Grand 
River  Church  in  Adair  County.  Perhaps 
these  building  enterprises  will  give  you 
as  good  an  idea  of  the  increasing  energy 
of  our  churches  as  anything  I  can  write. 

WISCONSIN. 
Jiev,  P.  R  Staples^  F^iernhhip. 

HELP,    OUTSIDE  OB  INSmE  ? 

I  BELIEVE  I  wrote  that  I  had  }>een  help- 
ing in  revival  meetings  in  Oxford.     As 
<nie  result  of  those  meetings,  forty  have 
joined  the  Presbyterian  and  Methodist 
churches  there.     I  regard  that  as  a  most 
blessed  work,  not  only  because  so  many 
Were  hopefully  converted,  but  for  its  ex- 
hibition of  practical  Christian  union.     I 
then  began  extra  meetings  on  my  own 
field,  in  New  Chester.     I  could  get  no 
outside  help,  ministers  being  all  at  work 
on  their  own  fields.     But  I  had  what  is 
always  better  than  any  outside  help — 
a  united  and  unde-atoalce  church.     It  is 
always  on  the  spot,  and  it  grows  stronger 


by  working.  This,  you  remember,  is  the 
church  that  father  Perkins  planted  and 
preached  to  for  about  sixteen  years  be- 
fore his  death.  We  are  now  reaping 
from  his  wise  sowing.  From  the  first 
meeting  I  felt  that  God  was  with  us.  The 
people  came  out ;  the  church  had  a  mind 
to  work ;  the  interest  increased  each  day 
and  the  attendance  grew  larger,  until  our 
little  house  was  filled  to  its  utmost  ca- 
pacity, no  matter  how  cold  or  stormy  it 
might  be.  For  three  weeks,  loads  came 
from  four,  five,  and  six  miles.  The  pro- 
fane, the  Sabbath-breaker,  the  drunkard 
— all  came ;  and,  best  of  all,  they  found 
Christ.  The  converts  have  gone  right  to 
work.  liejoice  with  us,  that  God  hath 
visited  us  in  our  low  estate. 


Hev.  A.  Scotidd,  Jlartford. 

FOREIGN   INFLUENCE. 

Our  great,  overshadowing  cloud  is  the 
constant  infiux  of  the  foreigners  and  de- 
parture of  the  Americans.  This  region, 
if  not  the  whole  West,  is  fast  sorting  into 
"  native"  and  "  foreign."  They  do  not 
coalesce ;  some  towns  will  be  nearly  all 
native,  some  nearly  all  foreign.  Where 
the  Dutch  get  rooted,  like  the  calamus 
plant,  they  root  out  all  else.  Land  rises 
at  once,  for  the  foreigner  will  pay  more 
than  the  Yankee  :  of  course,  the  Yankee 
sells  and  the  Dutclmian  buys.  Then 
comes  a  new  religion  and  a  new  Sabbath, 
or  rather  no  Sabbath  ;  and,  worst  of  all, 
the  saloon,  with  its  showy  sign  and  foam- 
ing mug.  Two  of  our  good  families 
have  just  sold  and  gone — six  good  mem- 
bers left  at  once.  We  have  a  village  of 
about  1500,  rapidly  increasing ;  but  the 
foreigner  still  comes. 


Rev.  A.  M.  Case,  Sharon. 

INGATHERING. 

The  meetings  which  were  in  progress 
at  my  last  writing  continued  for  three 
months;  and.  as  the  result,  some  sixty 
souls  liavo  been  converted,  of  whom  for- 
ty-one have  united  with  us.  There  is  a 
great  change  for  the  better  in  this  com- 


100 


THB  HOMB  MIBSIONABY. 


August, 


munity,  and  our  brethren  who  have  been 
struggling  against  wind  and  tide  for  so 
many  years  are  greatly  encouraged,  al- 
though some  of  the  converts  have  already 
moved  away,  and  but  very  little  new 
financial  strength  has  been  added  to  the 
society. 


MICHIGAN. 
Eev.  W,  L.  Camp,  Baldwin. 

AMONG  THE  LOGGERS 

During  the  quarter  I  have  preached 
fifty  five  sermons  and  attended  many 
other  meetings,  and  visited  more  than  a 
hundred  families.  We  received  into  the 
church  at  Chase  eight  meml>ers  at  the  last 
communion,  so  now  we  number  twenty- 
six,  T\nth  a  Sabbath-school  of  thirty-five. 
Tliis  small  church  is  prosperous,  spirit- 
ually, though  most  of  the  members  are 
very  poor.  We  have  the  lumber  and  lot 
secured  for  a  meeting-house,  to  cost  about 
$2,000,  the  first  in  the  county. 

I  have  formed  a  small  society  of  nine 
members  at  Foreman^s  Mill  and  Station, 
where  there  was  but  one  praying  soul 
three  months  ago.  All  my  other  ap- 
pointments are  in  a  healthy  condition, 
except  Baldwin.  There  many  of  the 
buildings  are  empty,  most  of  the  people 
who  attended  meeting  have  either  moved 
out  or  starved  out.  All  about  here,  the 
people  are  in  a  wretched  stiite  of  poverty 
and  sin.  My  mission  field  is  twelve 
miles  long  and  about  four  miles  wide, 
with  about  200  families  in  the  whole 
territory.  The  congregations  are  small, 
but  their  wants  are  great. 

This  is  a  lumber  country,  and  the 
people  are  constantly  changing.  When 
the  lumber  is  gone,  I  would  not  give  a 
straw  for  all  there  will  be  left.  There  is 
frost  every  month  in  the  year  in  the  best 
of  times. 

I  enjoy  my  work  very  much ;  it  is  a 
work  of  love,  for  I  am  deeply  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  wants  of  the  people.  About 
thirty  were  hopefully  converted  last 
winter;  some  have  united  with  our 
'f*hf  and  some  with  the  Methodists. 


MISSOURI. 
i2«j.  E,  B.  Turner,  Superintendent 

REVIEW  OF  TWELVE  TEARS. 

This  quarter  closes  twelve  yeara,  lacking 
three  months,  of  service  for  the  Society, 
as  Superintendent.  With  trembling  and 
doubting  L  entered  this  field,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1804 ;  twenty-one  years  of  previous 
service  in  missionary  fields  having  in  a 
measure  fitted  me  for  such  a  work.  But 
in  a  Stat€  still  bleeding  from  the  desper- 
ate attempt  to  resist  the  army  of  freedom 
and  save  her  cherished  institution ;  where 
swarming  bands  of  outlaws  were  still  in 
hot  pursuit  of  tlie  freed  men  and  their 
friends ;  where  confusion  and  every  evil 
work  prevailed;  and  especially  where 
our  polity  was  unknown,  and  a  spirit 
totally  foreign  to  its  genius  had  made  its 
impress  upon  the  thoughts  and  even 
the  language  of  the  whole  people ;  what 
prospect  was  there  for  doing  a  work  for 
your  Society  ?  With  the  lack  of  sym- 
pathy and  ready  material,  there  were 
wanting  the  implements  for  cultivating 
the  field.  A  simple  statement  of  our 
principles  and  doctrines  must  be  pre- 
pared and  sown  broadcast :  and  that  the 
people  might  *'  know  of  the  doctrine," 
they  must  also  be  visited  and  instructed 
orally.  It  is  not  a  new  State  of  forming 
settlements,  but  with  local  and  old  com- 
munities that  the  scourge  of  war  has 
left  almost  as  destitute  as  the  wild  fron- 
tier. There  is  no  time  to  wait  for  dilap- 
idated churches  and  school -houses  to  be 
repaired.  People  must  be  gathered  in 
private  houses,  temporary  depots,  or  in 
the  groves,  and  fed  with  the  bread  of 
life.  A  whole  State,  with  its  score  or 
more  of  yeai*s  of  history  and  develop- 
ment, struck  down  in  the  fearful  strife, 
holds  out  its  bleeding  hands  for  the  only 
remedy — the  gospel  of  Christ.  These 
cries  must  be  responded  to,  though  the 
lines  of  communication  are  nearly  broken 
up,  and  travel  in  every  form  is  difficult 
and  dangerous.  During  the  eleven  years, 
this  work  has  called  for  over  1 30,000  miles 
of  travel,  the  average  of  over  two  sermons 
a  week,   and  a  still  larger  numl>or  of 
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fwidresses.  In  the  eleven  yeare,  ninety 
churches  have  been  organized  in  the 
State,  where  there  were  but  two.  There 
is  now  a  membership  of  nearly  4000, 
where  were  then  less  than  800.  Tlie  two 
Sabbath-Schools  have  become  over  200, 
with  10,000  attendants.  Occupying  large 
and  needy  fields,  at  each  end  of  the 
State,  are  two  institutions  of  learning, 
which  are  the  outgrowth  of  these  chuch- 
es,  already  training  over  aOO  pupils  in 
the  higher  branches  of  learning,  and 
bringing  forward  candidates  for  the 
ministry.  The  serious  embarrassments 
that  have  been  felt  in  agriculture  and 
bofiness affairs  in  Missouri,  in  the  lant 
three  years,  have  greatly  hindered  mis- 
sionary work.  Removals  of  members 
haye  weakened  many  of  the  churches, 
^ith  the  renewal  of  l>etter  times  these 
embarrassments  will  disappear,  and  the 
work  of  the  Society  will  go  on  with 
greater  vigor  than  ever.  Missouri,  with 
her  vast  agricultural  and  mineral  wealth, 
and  a  climate  so  genial  as  to  promise 
longevity  under  reasonable  moderation 
in  labor,  still  presents  a  magnificent  field 
for  Christian  work .  A  large  number  of 
counties,  outside  of  the  more  than  fifty 


already  explored  and  occupied,  are 
waiting  for  the  sickle  of  the  reaper — 
**  Pray  ye  the  Lord  of  the  harvest." 


VIRGINIA. 
Ilev.  L,  T,  Burhank^  Herndon, 

JOYFUL  TIDINGS. 

Wnn  great  joy  I  malcc  this  report,  for 
the  Lord  has  visited  his  people  and  done 
great  things  for  us.  *'  When  the  Lord 
turned  again  the  captivity  of  Zioii,  we 
were  like  them  that  dream.  Then  was 
our  mouth  filled  with  laughter,  and  our 
tongue  with  singing.'*  You  will  re- 
member that  I  spoke  of  hopeful  indica- 
tions. Tliey  have  not  disappointed  us. 
The  converts  number  thirty  or  more,  of 
all  classes  and  ages,  from  the  grey-haired 
heads  of  families  to  the  little  children. 
The  work  was  without  any  undue  ex- 
citement, for  "  the  Lord  gave  the  Word, 
and  great  was  the  company  that  publish- 
ed it.'*  The  Methodists  and  Episcopalians 
have  labored  with  us  in  ^great  harmony 
of  spirit. 


^tUtXUnuix^. 


If 


n 


Missionary  churches  are  often  spoken 
of  as  **  feeble  churches."    Reproach  at- 
taches to  them  in  some  minds  because 
they  are  weak.   Compared  with  the  weal- 
thy, powerful,    controlling  churches  of 
great  towns,  they  are  held  to  be  of  small 
account     They  that  seek  **  higli  things  " 
torn  away  from  them.     Ministerial  ser- 
vice among  them  is  at  a  discount.    Their 
pastors  and  members  are,  at  times,  re- 
minded by  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
iiddresfled,   or  in  which  they   or  their 
opinions  are  spoken  of,  that  it  especially 


becomes  such  men  and  such  churches  to 
esteem  others  better  than  themselves. 
Are  they  not  among  the  very  least  of  the 
thousands  of  Judah?  Are  they  not 
weak,  dependent  ol)jects  of  charity? 
Do  they  not  derive  their  very  right  to  be 
from  the  bounty  of  their  wealthier 
"  sister  "  churches. 

It  might  be  usefifl  to  trace  the  effect 
of  such  thoughts  and  remarks  on  the 
minds  of  the  members  of  such  churches 
themselves,  or  on  those  who  serve  them 
in  the  ministry — often  depressing  their 
spirits,  their  Christian  manliness  and 
courage,  and  crowding  them  back  from 
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assuming  their  legitimate  portion  of 
various  responsibility  in  the  church  and 
its  work  on  earth. 

But  the  effect  is  more  easily  traced 
when  we  come  to  young  men  just  choos- 
ing their  field  of  labor.  Shall  they  go 
to  a  missionary  field  ?  Shall  tliey  l>ecome 
pastors  of  one  or  more  of  tliese  ^^feet}le. 
cliurches  ?'*  Shall  they  turn  their  back 
on  places  abundantly  ojKjn,  where  they 
would  be  associated  with  infiuence — 
where  their  voice,  because  of  the  strong 
church  behind  them  with  its  wealtli  and 
numbers,  would  be  potential  in  affairs, 
honor  and  deference  attending  them  in 
councils  and  assemblies — and  go  out  into 
the  "  waste  and  destitute  places  "  to  one 
or  more  of  these  feeble  churches  ?  The 
question  is  sharp  and  searching.  John 
Wesley  answered  it  right  when  he  or- 
ganized his  system  on  the  theory  of 
dividing  out  strength  to  the  weak  with 
an  impartial  hand.  Methodism  seems  to 
have  moved  away  from  the  simplicity  of 
his  gospel  in  this  thing  during  the  later 
years.  Its  power  as  a  missionary  system 
seems  to  have  proportionately  waned. 

If  we  come  to  adopt  a  line  of  thought 
and  of  remark  disparaging  to  our  mis- 
sionary churches — almost,  at  times,  con- 
temptuous; if  we  come  to  regard  the 
pastor,  the  bishop  of  one  of  these  churches, 
as  therefore  and  thereby  made  inferior  to 
his  brethren ;  why  then  and  in  that  case 
we  are  simply  discountenancing  and 
weakening  the  missionary  cause  all  along 
the  line. 

Rarely  will  one  meet  in  any  literature 
a  more  noble,  eloquent,  or  fitting  reply 
to  such  a  feeling  or  thought,  wherever  it 
exists,  than  in  the  following  passage 
from  the  pen  of  Rev.  Dr.  Dexter,  editor 
of  the  ConffregatioiudisU  Tlie  rhythmic 
march,  force,  precision  of  its  splendid 
rhetoric,  are  comj)letely  forgotten  in  the 
grandeur  and  digni^  of  the  truth  con- 
tained. The  words  should  be-  set  in 
gold  and  forever  live  in  the  memories  of 
men.  Pastors  and  members  of  the 
smaller  churches,  homo  missionaries, 
young  men  selecting  fields  of  labor,  and 
with  them,  pastors  and  members  of  pow- ' 


erful   metropolitan    churches    as   wdl, 
ought  never  to  forget  them : 

'*  Every  true  local  Christian  church — 
whatever  may  be  the  lowliness  of  its 
outward  state — is  on  a  level  of  essen- 
tial genuineness,  dignity,  and  authority 
with  every  other  church  on  earth.    Thitf 
is  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  obvi- 
ous fact  that  a  true  church  of  Christ  gets 
its  vitality  and  value,  not    from    the 
number  of  its  members,  or  their  wealth 
or  honorable  position  in  human  society, 
nor  from  the  magnificence  of  its  temple 
or  the  splendor  of   its  worship;    nor 
from  its  afiiliation  with  some  wide  reach- 
ing and  imposing  hierarchy ;  but  from 
its  living  union  with  its  great  Head. 
Since  it  is  Christ's  life — rooted  in  him, 
branching  in  them — that  must  be  the  life 
of   every  true  church ;  and  his  wisdom 
aad  power,  flowing  from  him  throug'h 
them,  that ,  must  be  their  wisdom  and 
power,  it  follows  that  wherever  **  two 
or  three ''   truly  gathered  in  His  name, 
have  Him  with  them  always,  their  wis- 
dom may  be — and  if  they  are  faithful 
to  their  possibilities,  will  be — Christ's 
wisdom,  and  their  dignity  will  be  the 
dignity  of  Christ  in  the  midst  of  them^ 
and   their  authority   the    authority    of 
Christ    acting    and    speaking    through 
them;    while  the  largest  and  most  im- 
posing organization  cannot  have    any 
wisdom  that  is  wiser  than  that,  nor  any 
dignity  that  is  more  august  than  that,  nor 
any  strength  that  is  stronger  than  that, 
nor  any  authority  that  is  more  imperial 
than  that" 


MX2THODI8T  QROWTH. 

Methodist  history  has  been  chiefly 
home  mi$9ionary  history.  The  Metho- 
dist system  of  operations  has  been  a 
home  missionary  system.  From  the  first, 
the  Methodist  body  has  expended  its 
main  strength  near  at  hand.  It  has  not 
worked  much  at  '*  arm's  length."  Its 
skirmish  line  has  rarely  been  so  far  from 
the  great  mass  but  that  it  has  had  the 
help  of  its  felt  weight  in  pushing  ad- 
vances. 

Perhaps  the    thoughtful   student  of 
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Statistical  facts  may  find  in  this  hutary 
and  method^  one  explanation  of  the  truly 
wond^fol  and  glorious  success  tabu- 
lated by  the  Nashville  Advocate  (South- 
em  Methodist).  We  remember,  while 
studjmg  it,  that  Methodism  began  in 
our  cooDtry  but  little  more  than  one  hun- 
dred years  ago.  That  paper  gives  the 
total  of  Methodist  communicants  in  the 
world  as  4,173,047.  They  are  distri- 
bttted  as  follows : 

IbtbodfatB  In  the  United  Btotes 8,140.  %6 

Bfidith  Weeleyan  HethodlBts 467,ft*{3 

Irish  W««lc7anMethodiKfcB 21//73 

rrmeh  WcHlejan  Metliodi8ta 3^(180 

An«ntian  Wcfd«7«n  Methodists 67,!n3 

Briiikh  PiimldTe  MethodiHtB 174.600 

Methodist  New  Connection 25,N{7 

Unitad  Xethodtot  Free  Chnnshes 74.^45 

Bible  Chrivtiu  Ctanrohes X7,768 

Brhi«h  W«ileyan  Reform  Union 8.147 

MetbodiKt  Chorch  of  CuuMla 107,516 

M.  E.  Chnrch  in  Canada 28,012 

Otker  Mcchodiflte 90,000 

Onmd  total 4,173,047 

lbs  total  nomber  of  itinerant  ministers  is  39,690  ; 
of  local  yreacbera,  56,935. 

XXB  PROFUNDIS  OLABIAVI. 

[Is  not  the  millennium  near? — our 
country  well-nigh  converted  ?  —  the 
Home  Missionary  work  almost  done'i 
Is  there  "  any  place ''  for  a  stray,  earnest 
minister,  not  already  supplied — M?^-sup- 
plied  ?  We  hear  this  soi-t  of  suggestive 
inquiry  now  and  then. 

The  following  leaf  just  drdpped  upon 
our  table  of  correspondence  from  one  of 
the  missionaries  more  recently  sent  and 
less  acclimated,  morally,  than  he  may 
come  to  be  bye  and  bye.  He  writes  out 
of  first  sight,  first  impressions.  Possibly 
be  may  harden  to  moral  destitution, 
^'hen  its  exceeding  sin  and  wretchedness 
have  become  an  old  story.  We  hope 
not,  but  even  sanctified  human  nature  is 
a  very  curious  thing.  At  all  events,  this 
cry  out  of  the  depths  ought  to  be  heard 
\ndely~first,  by  those  who  think  this 
laud  already  inunduted  with  the  gospel 
aud  its  institutions,  and  secondly  by 
young  men  ready  to  do,  and  to  dare,  and 
to  suffer  something  for  their  Blessed 
Lord  and  Master.] 

"If  ever  a  poor  sinner  in  trying  to 
pluck  others  from  the  burning,  found 
himself  near  the  mouth  of  hell,  I  think 
I  am  he.    My  soul  is  burdened,  almost 


to  breaking.  If  I  am  able  to  effect  any- 
thing, it  will  l>e  through  tlie  working  of 
that  power  which  deliglits  to  use  the 
weak  things  of  the  world  to  confound 
the  mighty.  May  God  lielp  me — and 
pray  you  for  me,  will  you  not  ? 

A  town  settled  two  years — fifteen  hun- 
dred people  in  the  district  centering 
here — six  saloons,  and  other  places  where 
liquor  is  sold  and  gambling  practiced — 
two  dance  liouses,  with  twenty  wretched 
girls,  and  no  churcli;  no  religious  ser- 
vice, only  two  or  three  in  tliese  yeare. 
Isn^t  it  a  place  to  stir  the  Christian  in 
any  man  ?  I  shall  remain  here  prohahly 
as  long  as  I  can,  [This  town  is  but  a 
small  part  of  the  field  in  his  charge  and 
calling  on  him.— Ed.]  though  I  can't 
find  a  single  co-worker  here.  But  it 
seems  as  if  G«)d  had  put  me  here  for  the 
present.  Now  will  you  not  plead  with 
some  young  man  to  come  out  and  occu- 
py this,  or  some  equally  needy  fieldj 
They  ought  not  to  bo  left  any  longer 

unprovided  for I  have  places 

for  all  who  will  come.  Do  try  for  this 
region,  to  induce  some  good  young  man 
to  come,  and  write  me  whether  I  may 
cxecpt  him,  and  when." 


TH£  JESUITS. 

The  United  States  of  America  is  fast 
becoming  the  only  home  in  Christendom 
for  this  famous  body  of  Roman  Catho 
lie  priests.  Europe  has  been  getting  rid 
of  them — country  by  country — for  a 
half  century  now.  Even  Roman  Catho- 
lic nations  cannot  bear  their  presence. 
Peoples  and  governments  alike  combine 
to  spue  them  out*.  Nor  Europe  only. 
They  have  been  expelled  from  Mexico 
and  the  Columbijin  Republic.  Tliey 
were  ordered  out  of  Guatemala  in  187.3« 

England  and  the  United  States — the 
two  great  Protestant  nations  of  the 
world — the  only  twO^nations  which  have 
come  really  to  understand,  and  love,  and 
l)ractice  religious  toleration,  and  to  ad- 
minister government  on  that  basis,  these 
are  to-day  the  main  asylum  and  refuge 
of  the  Jesuits,  its  bitterest  foe,  its  most 
determined  and  dangerous  antagonists. 
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Hating  it,  as  they  do,  they  are  yet  com- 
pelled to  see  their  Order  indebted  to  it 
for  a  place  in  which  to  Kve.  It  would 
seem  that  this  should  convert  them  to  he 
its  disciples.  Can  the  Ethiopian  change 
his  skin  ?  Absolutism  not  liberty,  domi- 
nion not  equality,  tJiat  is  Jesuitism  as  a 
system  and  a  demand.  It  cannot  change 
except  by  ceasing  to  be. 

The  American  people  is  great  in  its 
liberty,  magnanimous  in  its  strength, 
brave  in  its  confidence,  and  when  these 
refugees  come  to  its  shores,  it  will  not 
grudge  them  the  rights  of  asylum.  It 
will  bid  them  sit  at  the  public  table, 
come  to  the  common  hearth-stone,  share 
in  the  festivities  of  the  home.  But  when 
they  shall  approach  the  nation^s  family 
altar,  to  close  the  book  which  our 
fathers  laid  upon  it  open,  or  to  take 
away  the  daily  sacrifice  of  a  voluntary 
and  free  worship — when,  if  ever,  they 
seek  to  reproduce  within  these  shores 
what  has  made  them  every  wliere  so  hate- 
ful to  mankind  that  our  common  humani- 
ty rose  on  them  and  drove  them  out, — 


then,  this  American  people  will  let  them 
know  that  it  has  had  its  eye  on  them, 
that  it  understands  them,  their  spirit  and 
law  of  absolutism,  that  it  knows  their 
deadly  hostility  to  liberty,  and  that  it 
holds  them  in  its  grasp,  not  again  for 
a  new  banishment,  but  to  compel  sulv 
mission  to  what  is  here — to  what  our 
Fathers  |brought  to  us  from  God,  and 
gave  to  us  for  our  children  after  us,  an 
eternal  heritage. 

They  have,  at  present,  the  following 
colleges  in  the  United  States:  Boston 
College,  South  Boston,  and  College  of 
the  Holy  Cross,  Worct»ster,  Mass. ;  St. 
Francis  Xavier,  New  York ;  St.  John's, 
Fordham;  St.  Joseph's,  Philadelphia; 
St.  John's,  Frederick,  Md. ;  Loyola, 
Baltimore ;  Gonzaga,  Washington ; 
Georgetown,  D.  C. ;  Spring  Hill,  Mobile; 
St.  Louis  University,  St.  Louis;  Immac- 
ulate Conception,  New  Orleans;  St 
Charles,  Louisiana ;  St.  Joseph's,  Bards- 
town,  Ky. ;  St  Xavier,  Cincinnati ;  St 
Ignatius,  San  Francisco,  and  Santa  Clara, 
California. 


6ttt  (S)0-0^tvntxvt  ^0(UtUfi» 


American  OoUege  and   Education  So- 
ciety. 

Rev.  Incrkasb    N.  Tarbox,  D.D.,  Sec. 
Jakes  M.  Gordon,  Esq.,  Treas. 

Office,  No.  32  Cong.  House.  Boston. 

Money  may  be  sent  either  to  the  Treas- 
urer, in  Boston,  or  to  Rev.  R.  B.  How- 
ard, 62  Bible  House,  New  York. 

• 

As  we  write,  the  report  for  the  year 
ending  April  30th,  1870,  is  passing 
through  the  press,  and  perhaps  we  can  do 
nothing  so  suitable,  in  this  present  paper, 
as  to  give  some  of  the  more  important 
results  of  the  yeai's  work.  The  financial 
summary  for  the  year  is  as  follows: 
There  has  been  received,  in  both  depart- 
ments, the  sum  of  $09,842.78,  of  which 
$23,500  has  been  paid  to  young  men  fit- 
ting for  the  ministry,  and  $38,691.98  to 
eleven  institutions,  viz. :  Olivet,  Carle- 
ton,  Ripon,  Colorado,  Iowa,  Drury,  Do- 


ane,  Washburn  and  Thayer  Colleges,  Pa- 
cific University,  and  Pacific  Theological 
Seminary.  The  young  men  assisted  have 
been  connected  with  thirty-five  colleges 
and  theological  seminaries  east  and  west. 
In  respect  to  the  income  from  contri- 
butions *and  legacies,  the  year  has  been 
more  favora})le  than  could  reasonably 
have  been  anticipated.  In  this  depart- 
ment there  has  been  no  falling  off,  but 
ratlier  an  increase  over  previous  years. 
The  sum  gathered  specifically  for  col- 
leges, has  been  less  tlian  in  the  previous 
year:  and  yet  there  were  certain  large 
sums  expected  ( that  will  doubtless  soon 
be  paid),  which,  if  they  had  come,  as 
was  anticipated,  during  the  last  finan- 
cial year,  would  have  made  the  income 
in  this  department  larger  than  in  the 
year  before.  On  the  w^hole,  considering 
what  the  year  has  been  in  the  business 
circles  of  the  country,  we  feel  that  we 
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baye  great  occasion  to  thank  God  and 
take  courage. 

We  still  have  to  say,  what  has  been 
often  said  before,  that  our  money,  though 
expended  upon  a  very  wide  field,  is 
mainly  gathered  upon  a  small  field.  From 
^lassachusetts  and  Connecticut  comes  the 
chief  part  of  all  that  is  received  into  our 
treasury ;  while,  year  by  year,  we  expend 
an  increasing  proportion  of  this  money, 
even  in  the  department  of  candidates 
for  the  ministry,  in  the  Middle  aud  West- 
ern States.  We  cannot  but  reiterate  the 
statement,  tliat  the  time  has  come,  when 
the  States  out  of  New  England,  sharing 
largely  in  the  benefits  of  this  benevolent 
work,  ought  to  be  more  helpful  than 
they  now  are,  in  sending  money  to  our 
treasury. 

Some  pleasing  and  encouraging  inci- 
dents have  transp'.red  during  the  past 
year.  An  individual,  of  whom  we  have 
no  personal  knowledge,  and  with  whom 
we  have  communicated  only  through  a 
post-office  box,  by  the  payment  of  $800, 


has  carried  eight  of  our  young  men 
through  the  year  at  Andover.  Another 
individual,  by  the  payment  of  $1,000, 
( the  same  sum  having  been  paid  by  him 
for  several  successive  years  previously,) 
has  helped  us  most  materially  in  our  en- 
terprise. 

We  are  satisfied  that  a  good  work  was 
done,  when  the  American  Education 
Society  and  the  College  Society  were 
united  under  our  new  charter,  in  1874. 
The  ship  was  launched  upon  a  restless 
sea  ;  the  business  of  the  country  has  been 
deranged  ever  since;  but  the  results  of 
two  years  serve  to  show  what  may  be  ex- 
pected when  we  reach  more  prosperous 
times.  Even  in  these  calamitous  times, 
there  has  been  no  material  reduction  in 
our  income,  and  with  the  return  of  busi- 
ness life  and  activity,  we  look  forward, 
with  a  good  degree  of  confidence,  to  a 
more  extended  work  than  was  accom- 
plished by  the  two  organizations  working 
separately. 


g^pjTiritttm^tttU  in  |ttttf,  1876. 


Kot  in  coinmiA9foH  kut  year, 

BeT.  William  Woolmnn,  Aurora  and  Wwt  Hamilton, 

Neb 
Ber.  Charl<»  J.   Adams,  Highland  and  White  Cloud, 

Kani«8. 
Ber.   Ro*well  D.  Parker,   Manhattan,   Deep  Creek, 

Ajshland  and  i^eantiale,  KauNiM. 
Ber.  JameA  Kichniund,  Grand  Meadow  and  Dexter, 

Minn. 
Bev.  Albert  Mannon,  Qiioflqueton,  Iowa. 
Rev.  John  N.  Hick»,  Newa}K<\  Mich. 
Bev.  Wilfrevl  M.  KeU<»gc,  Vernon,  Mich. 
RcT.  llobcrt  M.  Thompson,  CheboyK*".  Mich. 
Ker.  Thoma»<  A.  Wickei\.  l*iercc  City,  Mo. 
Rer.  ftalathiel  D.  Beit   llock  FalU  111. 
Eer.  Ganiner  Dean.  HarperKfield,  N.  Y. 
Bev.  Andrew  C.  Holmen.  Portland,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  James  T.  Wilwu,  Pert  Leydcn,  N.  Y. 

Re-rommii*tiotieii. 

Rev.   Micab  S.  Cr««well,  S<»noma,  Cal. 

Bev.  Jacob  H.  StronK,  Femtlalo,  Cal. 

Ber.  A.  J.  ChiUendfin,  Boulder,  Col. 

Kev.  Abel  K.  Packard,  Greeley.  Col. 

Bev.  Geonre   S.   Cod:ngton.  Mcdary,  Flandrcan  and 

Oakw<jod.  Dak. 
Rev.   Chester    C.   Humphrey.    Boone  Co.,  Oxford, 

Watcr\ille  and  Voorhee^  Neb. 
Ber.    Benjamin   G.   P^ge,   Exeter  and  Friendville, 

Xeb. 
Ber.  Jame«  G.  Dougherty.  Ottawa,  KanKas. 
Rev.  Brchard  B.  Pouter,  Offl)ome  aiid  Bethany,  Kan. 
Rev  John  Havward,  Defiance,  Buffalo  City,  and  out- 

irtati«»n^  Kan. 
Rev.   Harvey  Jooe*,  Fredonia,  KanMU. 
Rev.  Lemn^  Pomeroy,  Mufioutah  and  New  Maiden, 

Kanw*. 
Ber.  Frvd.  M.  Van  Slyke,  PiBola,  Kannw. 


Rev.   WiUmr  Fihk,  FnnHlom  and  Hartland,  Minn. 
Rev.  William  W.  Nort«.»n,  Alexandria,  Ida  and  Carlos, 

Minn. 
Rev.  Kdward   X.  Iliiymonl,  Granite  Fall»»,  Minn. 
Rfv.  WtMKlford  1).  Snio«k.  to  po  to  Minn. 
I  Rev.  William   W.  Snell,    Uushford   and  8onth  Riuih- 
I  fonl.   .Minn. 

!  Rev.  William  M.  Weld.  Marine,  Minn. 
:  Rev.   William   L.  Coleman,  S|wnccr,   Gilletfs  Grove 

and  Pleasant  Valley.  l<>wa. 
Rev.  Charles   Dame,  Troy   Mills  and  Center  Point, 

Iowa. 
Rev.  li-aac  M.  Frey,  Golden  Pralne.  Iowa. 
Rev.  David  Knowlen,  Grand  River  and  out-etationB, 

Iowa. 
Rev.  E.  C.  Monlton,  Fayette  and  Lima,  Iowa. 
Kev.  John  A.  Palmer,  Sheldon  and  Larchwood,  Iowa. 
Rev.   William    SptJll,   Grecnwootl   and  out-Ktations, 

If)wa. 
Rev.  Nathan  K.  Whlttlewy,  Crewton,  Iowa. 
Rev.  William  M.  KirhanK  l*rineeton,  Win. 
Rev.  William  B.  Williamis   Freedom  and  Kauknnna, 

Wih. 
Rev.    James   Arm^irong,    Orion    and   Block    school- 

honvt*. 
Rev.    Willinm   L.    Camp.    Cha.-«e,    Baldwin,    Pinora, 

Snmmitville,  Foniuan  Suition  ami  Foreman  Mill, 

Mich. 
Rev.    James   L.    Crane,    East  Johnstown,     Bedford, 

Barrjand  Johnrtown,  .Mich. 
Rev.   Kerdriek   li.  Crane,  Rannom,  Mich. 
Rev  Gerrit   Danjn-emond,  Fremont  Center  and  out- 
station*^.  Mich. 
Rev.  Etimnnd  I)yer.  Alnmo  and  out-8t«t:cn,  Mich. 
Rev.  John  S.  Kidder,  Nnnu-a,  Mich. 
Rev.  William  P.  Rus*>ell,  Memphis  and  out-stationB, 

Mich. 
Bev.  EdwixyW.  Shaw,  LawTcncc,  Mich. 
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Bev.  J.  MJilooIm  Smith,  Cedar  SprlngM  and  I/>ck- 

wood,  Mich 
Rov.  Harvey  B.  Mnrch.  Lamar,  Barton  City,  North 

Fork,  and  Dublin;  Mo. 
Rev.  George  A .  Coleman,  Bartlett  and  Wayne,  HL 
Rev.  Joseph  Maxm,  Rnodhonw,  111. 
Rev.  John  C.  Rybolt,  New  Rutland,  111. 
Rev.  David  F.  l)avle#»,  Bmdl,  Ind. 
Rev.  Lewis  Wilson.  Munti^mery,  Hart  Township  and 

Oakland  City,  Ind. 


Bey.  Dwight  Dnnham,  Cambridge  snd  out-etatiooa, 

Rev.  Ceorge  B.  Rowley,  Norfolk,  BaymondTiUe  and 

ont-statluns,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  H.  W.  H.  WatWns,  LincWaon  and  "Union  Val^y, 

N,  Y. 
Rev.    Thomas  Watson,   WUmlngton,    Upper    Jay, 

Keene  Flats  and  Keene  Village,  N.  Y. 


ttti^U   itt    ftttt*,    1876. 


MAINE— 966.7S. 

Gorhatn.  First,  by  J.  C.  Card,  $90  00 

Keniiebunk,  Union,  by  Rev.  W.  E.  Darling,     85  76 


100  00 
8  60 


80  00 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE— «192.50. 

Greenville,  Legacy  of  Isaac  Rusfiell,  by  P. 

Merriam,  Ex., 
HoIUn  Ladles'  Char.  Soc.,  by  L.  D.Spalding, 
WlnchenttT,  Ladies"  Hoir.e  MiHsionary  SckjI- 

ety  by   Mrs.  L.  Snben,  to  const.  Mrs. 

Maria  i*ierco  a  L.  M., 

VERMONT— f8«l.»7: 

Brattleboro.  Mrs.  L.,  <   i 

East  Berkshire,  Pilgrim, 

Georgia,  by  0.  B.  Swift, 

Lyndon.  Mrs.  P.  Goss, 

North  Thctford,  Mr».  B.  O.  Baxter, 

St.  Johnsbury  Ccntiv,  F*ir»t,  by  Rev.  A.  W. 

Safford, 
Stowe,  Friends,  to  const.  Miss  Sarah  Porter 

a  L.  M. 
Sutton,  On  account  of  Legacy  of  Mrs.  L.  B. 

Hyde,  by  8.  M.  Lane, 
Wet't  Rutland,   Sabbath-school,  by  C.  A. 

Parker, 
Windham,  A  debtor  to  the  A.  H.  M.  S., 

MASSACHUSETTS— $8,580.38. 

MasH.  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  by  C.  Demond, 

Tr.,  2,000  00 

Lawrence,  Ladies'  Soc.  of  Lawrence  street 

Ch.,  by  Cornelia  L.  Harmon,  900  00 

Northampton,  First,  by  J.  L.  W'arriner,  of 

wh.  80  to  const.  Miss  Sarah  Osbom  a  L. 

M.,  183  54 

South    Hadley,    Mt.    Holyoke    Seminary 

Teachers  and  Pupils,  add'l,  by  Miss  J.  K. 

Ward,  21  00 

South  Hadley  Falls,  by  J.  Gaylord,  fc7  58 

Springfield,  ''CenUniiial,'  1,000  00 

Worcester,  Union,  by  P.  L.  Mocn,  97  il 


25  GO 

80 
8  19 

1  00 
8  OU 

10  50 

80  00 

100  00 

28  58 
4  40 

CONNECTICUT— $«,880.17. 

Received  by  F,  T.  Jarman : 
West  Haven, 

Westville, 


$43  00 
41  !W 


84  30 
Bridgeport,  Legacy  of  Mrs.  L.  C.  Bradley, 

by  E.  H.  Bradley,  Adm.,  500  00 

Derby,  First,  by  L.  D.  Sanford,  85  00 

Greens  Farmn,  by  B.  Beers,  84  88 

Hanover,  by  Rev.  L.  H.  Bart>er,  84  85 
Hartford.  Legacy  of  E.  H.  Perkins,  by  J. 

C.  Parsons,  Ex.,  5,000  00 

KiUingsworth,  L.,  if  00 

New  Britain,  by  H.  P.  Strong,  212  55 

New  Haven,  A  meml>er  of  the  First,  by  J. 

C.  Ritter,  8  00 

Ch.  of  the  Redeemer,  by  P.  Pond,  18U  00 

Davenport  Ch.,  by  F.  W.  Pardee,  75  tO 


Sonthport,  Mary  F.  Wakeman.  * 

Stonington,  Second,  by  Rev.  H.  B.  Elliot, 
Woodbury,  B.  Fabrique, 

NEW  YORK— $260  52. 

Received  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Holbrool^ 
D.D. : 
Deansville,  $21  Ott 

Sandy  Creek,  15  «5 

Sinok«rviIle,  4  Oi 


600  00 

138  00 

20  OU 


Ballston  Spa,  T.  M.  MlteheO. 
J  Depeyster,  Firet,  by  Rev.  8.  Nelson, 
Eldretl,  by  Rev.  F.  K>tc, 
Gilbertsville,  Rev.  A.  Wood, 
Kee(*eville,  Mrs.  C.  Andrews, 
MorrisviUe,  by  J.  E.  Smith, 
<New  York  City,   Broadway  Tab.,   J.  T. 

Lenvilt, 
Otisco,  Ladles'  Home  MisK  Soc.,  by  Miss 

F.  Cowles, 
Rochester,    Plymouth,    add'l.,   by   F.   P. 

Finding, 
Sag  Harbor,  Miss  G.  M.  NiooU, 

NEW  JERSEY— $28.54. 

Jersey  City,  Second,  by  Rev.  C.  Pickett, 
Paterson,  by  Rev.  S,  Bourne, 

MAR  YLAN  D— $2.00 
Baltimore,  Mrs.  Susan  D.  Metoalf,  1 

OHIO— f»5.01. 

Elyria.  Heman  Ely, 

Paiiiesvillo,  Lrfike  Erie  Scm.,  by  M.  Warren,*^ 

Ravenna,  by  W.  Grinnell, 

INDLAJ7A— $70.00. 

Angola,  Flr«t,  by  Rev.  E.  Andms, 

Hart  Township  and  Montgomery,  by  Rev. 

L.  Wilson. 
IndianapoUs,  Plymouth,  by  J.  Moore, 
Madisun,  Exiles, 

ILLINOIS-$289.60. 

Received  by  Rev.  M.  K.  Whittlesey : 
Aledo, 
Eimore, 
Jacksonville,  Rev.  Eli  Corwin,  D. 

D.,  to  const.  Dea.  H.  Irwin  a  L. 

M. 
Lincoln, 
Newtown,  by  Rev.  T.  N.  McCor- 

kie, 

by  M.  F.  Hughes, 
Odell, 
Wood  bum. 

Blue  Island,  by  Rev.  8.  A.  D., 
Bone  Gap,  by  Cyrus  Rioe, 


40  71 
25  00 

11  50 
8  00 

12  60 
1  00 

85  41 

100  00 

16  80 

10  00 
5  00 


854 
20  00 


200 


65  00 
18  80 
21  21 


25  00 


B» 

10  00 

80  00 

500 

8  00 
56U 

80  00 
4  40 

600 

825 

10  00 

15  60 

91  8S 

12  00 

500 
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Brimflnilf  by  Bct.  xL»  P»  Cm^i 
Barlington,  by  Rer.  8.  B.  Willing, 
'GtotoQ,  by  H.  L.  WHfcht, 
Cbertartdd,  by  Rev.  E.  Loomia, 
CiMoeoU  by  Rbt.  J.  w.  Wwt, 
DtllM  Ctty.  A  Frtend, 
UuTwd.  by  W.  M.  Olark,  Jr., 
Hennqiiii,  by  Bev.  ▲.  J.  Bailey. 
Ladhm,  FfrcL  by  Bat.  ▲.  E.  Everett* 
WatoQ,  A  Friend, 

HisaouRi~9«.oo. 

MeBdvilie,  Flnt.  by  Rev.  L  Ctirleton, 
Ffelmyra,  Rev.  J.  F.  Oraf  and  family,  $9. 
XmU.  Beat,  25c, 

KICHI6AK— «»4.81. 

B(edT«d  by  Rev.  W.  B.  WilUama : 

Charlotte,  in  part,  $13  66 

SMt  Si^iaaw,  54  62 

laiagBboxg,  7  UO 

Leriie,  12  60 

Sommit,  6  66 

ino  Arbor.  Fhnt,  by  Rev.  H.  L.  Hubbell, 

Angnsta,  by  Bev.  H.  H.  Van  Aukcn, 

Banlo.  br  Bev.  G.  K.  Coulter, 

Beaaonla,  Firat,  by  Bev.  A.  L.  Oridley, 

(^etoea,  by  Bev.  A.  J.  Hathaway, 

CUa  bf  Rev.  W.  E.  Caldwell, 

Doter.  Maria  B.  Field, 

Fnnldin,  by  Dea.  B.  Cooke, 

dm  Arbor  and  Solon,  by  Bev.  S.  S.  Hainei, 

Ithaca,  Firrt,  by  Bev.  N.  L.  OtiM, 

Jackaoo.  A  Lady  Friend  of  FiraL  by  O.  F. 

Price, 

Baoond,  by  Rev.  K  M.  Lewia, 
XoKfan  Station,  Union,  by  Bev.  J.  A.  B. 

Worden, 
Knrajgo,  by  Rev  J.  N.  Hiotai, 
Salem,  by  Bev.  H.  L.  Habbell, 
Ttirerae  City,  by  Bev.  L,  Warren, 

WISCONSIN— |148.66w 

FoK  Lake,  by  Bev.  A.  O.  Wright, 
Jamestown,  Preab.  Ch.,  by  Bev.  N.  Kayne, 
Kenosha,  Fi.*^  bv  H.  B.  Clark, 
Lone  Bock,  First,  by  Bey.  O.  8.  Smith, 
MOwaukee.  Spring  Street,  by  L.  A.  Wluren, 
'  Oakoreek,  Union,  by  Bev.  D.  R.  Anderwn, 
IWitigo,  by  Bev.  L.  W.  Wlnidow, 
Warren,  by  Bev.  Q.  L.  Dowd, 
Weat  Salem,  by  Bev.  A.  Clark, 

IOWA— #161.85. 

Beodved  by  Rev.  B.  Adamr, 

Algona,  faO  00 

McGregor,  Womao*i  Min.  Boc.,  8  (H) 

Marlon,  88  90 

Beacon,   $13.95;  CHven,  #8.95,  by  Bev. 

C.  D.  Junes, 
Charles  City,  Woinan*a  Board  of  Miaaiona, 

Mtk  C.  &  Baymond,  Treaia.,  by  Bev.  J. 

Wadhama, 
Ciaclnnati  and  Moont  Hope,  by  Bev.  A.  S. 

Blic/ct, 
CrawfordavUle.  by  Bev.  L.  T.  Bowley, 
Sxtra.  Pirat,  by  Rev.  B.  M.  Bnrgeaa, 
PairHeld,  $14.75;  Babbath-echool,  $1.95, 

by  D.  Webstar, 


14  95 

5  00 
84  50 
18  00 


1 
1 

90 


00 
00 
OC 


15  00 


00 
90 


875 
995 


99  58 

88  94 

92  UO 

1  00 

17  40 
90  Ol» 
10  00 
10  00 

18  00 
13  64 

5  00 

95  00 
5  (M) 

700 
15  00 

5  00 
60  00 


16  85 
10  00 
16  W 

8  00 
80  00 
16  00 
12  50 

7  00 
87  95 


71  90 
15  50 

10  00 

15  00 
10  rt6 

6  00 

16  70 


Bbeniira  Mount,  Qerman,  by  Bev.  J.  Beuth,  16  00 


HINKESOTA— $71.47. 

Beoeived  by  W.  Cheney,  Treaa.  Minn.  H.  M. 
ExoeUaor,  $14  00 

Miniwapolia,  Pljmoath,  7  97 

Minneaota  Womaa^a  Ovat.  Boa       11  00 


Boc: 


Muahall,  by  Bar.  H.  C.  Slmmona, 
Bank  Center,  Fiiet,  by  Rev.  A.  J.  Pike, 
Two  Rivera.  Unkm,  by  Rev.  T.  C.  Kinne, 
WocthiDgtoo,  Union,  by  Bev.  H.  B.  Tattle, 


89 

99 
7 
5 
3 


97 

50 
50 
00 
50 


KANSAS— $44.ga 

Clear  Creek  and  Pleaaant  Hill,  by  Bev. 

L.  B.  Sikefi,  9  60 
Council  Gruvc,   First,  $10;  Hill  Spring, 

$8.4^  by  Rev.  L.  Armaby,  13  48 

Eureka,  by  Hcv.  £.  E.  Rogera,  Vi  00 

Louirtvillo,  by  U««v.  J.  Sootfonl,  12  00 
McPhcrwon  Centre,  addl,  by  Rev.  H.  Hoddle,  H  00 

Qaindaro,  add'l,  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Wiiuon,  8  00 

KBBBASKA— $84. 87. 

Aahland,  First,  $'^.07 ;  Bock  Creek,  $3.80, 

by  Rev.  A.  Farewell,  98  87 

Norfolk,  First,  by  Rev.  J.  W.   Kidder,  6  UO 

Syracuse,  by  Rev.  C.  G.  Binbee,  5  00 

DAKOTA  TERRITORY— $88.40. 

Elk  Point,  by  Rev.  J.  Oakey,  10  00 

Yankton,  by  J.  Bnrmner,  98  40 

CALIFORNIA— $26.00. 

Lnckeford  and  Lodl,  by  Rev.  W.  0.  Stewart,  6  00 
Modesto,  Finit,  by  Rev.  A.  Drahm,  9  00 

Napa  City,  K.  B.  Spencer,  10  00 

WASHINGTON  TERRITORY— $ia86. 

Skokomiah  Agency,   MlaMion  Gh.  of  Christ, 
by  £.  Eells,  18  85 

HOME  MISSIONARY,  90  40 

$19,498  98 


Iknurtiona  of  Clothing,  etc 

Brookfleld  Centre,  Ct.,  Ladies'  Industrial  Soci- 
ety, by  Mrs.  S.  £.  Hawley,  barrel,  $96  00 

Framinghau,  Maiv.,  Plymouth  Church,  barrel 
and  cash,  199  00 

Hadley,  Mass.,  Ladies'  Home  Miaa.  Soc.  ol 
FItai  Church,  ten  pair  Hocka,  10  00 

New  Haven,  Ct.,  S.  \V.  Barnum,  three  copies 
"Bible  Dictionary"  and  one  copy  *' Roman- 
ism au  it  iH.''  99  00 

New  Yurk  City,  N.  Y.,  J.  R.  Hill,  bundle. 

Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  Ladicn,  by  Mra.  L.  B.  Gofl, 
barrel.  75  0€ 


Receipts  ctf  the  yew  ffampMhtre  MUHotiary  Society 
in  M<ey  aittt  June^  L.  D.  STKVKirs,  JYeae, 

Walpole,  First, 

Rochester, 

Swan  ley, 

Rindge, 

Keeue,  Second, 

Meriden,  to  uunst.  Cyma  Baldwin  a  L.  M. 

Derry,  First, 

Wakefield, 

Dover,  First,  of  wh.  from  Robert  Cuahmg, 

$50;  Cianaaa  W.  Cuahmg,  $50, 
Hebruu, 
Atkimwn, 
Henuiker,   of  wh.   $30  to  conat.  Mioajah 

PelHla  a  L.  M, 
Manchester,  Fii^ 
Marlboro, 
Na«>hna, 
Stratham,   to  const.  Sam'l  J.   Sinclair  a 

L.  M. 
New  Ipswich,  for  A.  H.  M.  S. 
Peterboro, 
Merrimac, 
Greenland, 
Roxbury, 

Pelham,  of  wh.  for  A.  H.  M.  S.,  $80. 
Mount  Vernon, 
Wentworth, 
Wilmot, 
Hopkinton, 
Rye, 
Concord,  North,  to  oonat.  Alfred  L.  L. 

Marden.  Robert  G.  Morriaun,  Chas.   T 

Page,  Mr*.  J.  C.  Thorn,  and  Mra.  T.  M. 

Lane,  L.  Ma. 


41  79 

9U  55 

b  86 

7  00 

92  88 

85  00 
97  61 
90  00 

180  00 

8  00 

4  76 

130  00 
69  40 
lb  99 

93  83 

86  60 
16  50 
97  00 
89  UO 
89  UO 

6  51 
6U  l>0 
11  00 
95  00 
11  UO 

5  00 
15  00 


159  00 
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OoffstowTif 

Milton  Milln, 

Concord,  A  Friend,  for  A.  H.  M.  S.,  $50, 

Winchester,  Ladi«i*  H-  M.  Society, 

New  H&mpHhire  Cent.  Institution, 

Felham,  Legacy  of  HIm  Sarah  Church, 


84  Oft 

10  00 

60  00 

14  50 

834  17 

100  00 

$1,717  83 


Receipt*  of  Ih^  MoHfiOwJoutem   Home    3lUskinary 
iiiHsUity  in  June^  CHaklm  l)EMo:fU,  Trtiw. 

Andovcr.  LotiicK'  Charitable  Soc.  of  South,  by 

Mn*.  H.  E.  Whittier,  Tr.. 
Attleboro,  St*con«l,  <>f  wh.  §80  from  E.  Car- 

jicnter,  to  con^t.   Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Ford  a  L. 

M.,  to  con^t.  (reorge  Ana  Di'an  a  L.  M., 

Female  Ben.  &»€.  of  Second,  by  Mra,  L.  M. 
Peck,  Tr.. 

Ladiett'  Sewintr  Circle  of  Second,  to  conftt. 
Mrv.  Sarah  I.  Cari>enter  a  L.  M., 

Wett,  by  A.  H.  liobiutiun,  Tr. 
Bo!«ton,  Brighton, 

Highland, 

H<»lland, 

Shawmut,  by  S.  F.  Wilklnff,  Tr., 

Trinity, 

Union, 

Vine  St.  mon.  con., 

A  Friend, 

A  Friend 
Braiiitree,  First,  by  A.  B.  Koith.  Tr. 

Legacy  of  Itev.  Dr.  Stt»rrs  S<»nior,  by  Rev. 
K.  S.  Stoms  D.D.,  Ex..  5  ^ha^<^?',  Shaw- 
mui  Bk..  [valued  at011,25J.  and  dividend. 

L  gacy  of  Mi  k  Anne  S.  Storrs,   by  Uev. 
It.  S.  Su»ms  I».D.,  Ex., 
Bristol,  N.  H., 
BrookHold  Conference,  Coll.,  by.  S.  M.  Lane, 

Tr. 
Cambridge,  North  Avenne, 
Cainbridgeport,  Sabbath- school,  of  ProApcct 

St., 
Canton, 

Chariton,  Sabbath-Hchool, 
Chelnea,  First, 
Conct.»n1, 

East  Hampton,  First,  by  L.  D.  Lyman,  Tr., 
Great  Barriiigton,   Fin»t,  by  J.  R.  Prindle, 

Tr., 
Grei'uwich,  Ladies'  Homo  Miss.  Soc.,  by  F.  S. 

Allen,  Tr., 
Hampden  Ben.  Ass.,  by  Charles  Mar^b,  Tr., 
Chicoj»ee,  Second.  ^'f^i  58 

Longmeadow,  Eant,  5  UO 

So.  Hmllcy  FaU*>,  First,  58  00 

Springtteld,  First,  67  43 


«86  00 


SI  94 
65  18 

80  00 
«  60 

51  (iO 

101  4.i 

8  00 

821  50 

8  00 

4  41 

10  Oi) 

50  00 
6  00 

10  50 


85  CO 


100  00 

5  5!) 

23  «7 

181  12 

26  00 

ft8  28 

18  08 

69  JKi 

28  l.S 

83  57 

67  54 

26  00 


Haverhill,  J.  K.  Moody, 

Holland,  by  S.  M.  Lane,  Tr.,  to  const.  Mrs. 

J.  W.  C.  Pike  a  L.  M., 
Lower  Waterford,  Vt., 
Lynn,  Central, 

Central,  mon.  con., 
Lynnfield  Centre, 
Mass.,  A  Friend. 
Middleboro,  First, 

Newbnrj'port,  North,  by  T.  Foster,  Tr., 
Newton  Center, 
Noitou, 

Kcading,  Bethe^da, 
So.  Hatiley,  Fir«t,  by  J.  Dickinson,  Tr.,  mon. 

con., 
Sptncer,  by  S.  M.  I^auc,  Tr., 
Sterling,  by  Asa  Keyes,  Tr., 
Stoneham,  Mr«.  H.. 
Sturbridge,  by  S.  M.  Lane,  Tr., 
Taunton,  Westville  Ladies, 
Townscnd,  A  Friend,  by  S.  F.  Warren,  Tr., 
Ui»ton,  by  D.  C.  Buck,  Tr., 
Waketlcld,  SubUath-Schooi  classes  of  Mrs.  J. 

W.  White  and  Miw  E.  Allen, 
Ware,  First,  by  S.  M.  Lane,  Tr., 
Welle»ley,  Mit«s.  So.  of  Wellealey  College,  by 

Miss  G.  A.  Chandler,  Tr., 
Wellfleet,  Woman's  Miss.  Soc  of  First, 


160  61 

100  00 

80  00 

21  00 

6»  72 

86  11 

6  00 

16  00 

lU  06 

4U  86 

178  00 

12  15 

46  00 

11  60 

165  i« 

28  00 

1  to 

67.^5 

12  00 

5  00 

16  53 

12  00 

25  CO 

14  72 

450 

Wobum,  Ladies*  Charitable  Reading  See,  to 

conrt.  MrM.  George  Thompson  a  L.  M.,  80  00 

Wrentham.  by  J.  Haines,  Tr.,  94  00 

Home  Missionary,  40 


Donatiotta  qf  CloUUnff,  etc.^  received  at  M«  qfioe  qf 
the  Mas*.  Httme  MU».  Soc.,  Boston, 

Andover.  South  Church,  barrel,  f  100  CO 

Brooklino.  Harvard  Church,  6  boxea,  1,061  74 

Mi^Ke^8.  A.  and  E.  H.  Crafts  barrel,  43  00 

Chito|K>e  Falls,  by  Miss  E.  V.  Cbapin,  ban«],    50  00 
D<)n.'he»-ter,  Sotiond,  barrel, 
Georgetown.  Memorial  Church,  barrel, 
Linoilii,  by  Mm.  H.  J.  Richardson,  i)arTeI, 
Merritiiac.  Ladies*  Social  Circle,  barrel, 
Newton  Center,  2  barrels, 
Peabo<ly,  by  Mrs.  H.  S.  Robbins,  barrel, 
Springiicld,  Olivet,  by  Mrs.A.B.  Forbes,  2  bar- 
rclH, 


75  00 

80  00 

81  46 
74  03 

146  UO 
70  (C 


960  21 


Receipts  of  the  Connecticut  Rome  MiatUmanf  So- 
cietVy  in  June,  Jaxcs  L.  CsAFiLi2f,  Ttecu. 


Birmingham,  by  O.  W.  Shelton, 

Bridgeport,  OUvet,  by  W.  H.  Maby,  Tr., 

Bristol,  by  U .  Beck\*ith,  Tr., 

Uarien,  John  C.  Mather, 

FaJrfield,  Fir*t.  by  O.  B.  Jennings,  f  80  of 

wh.  from  Mr.  ii  Mn».  Henry  T.  CortiHS, 

toconHt.  Edwin  B.  CurtiBs  a  L.  M.;  and 

980  from   E^hcr  J.   Jennings  to  const. 

Annie  E.  Slayback  a  L.  M.. 
Greenfield  Hill,  by  Rev.  H.  B.  Smith, 
Hartfonl.   Fourth,  by  T.  W.  Hannnm,  to 

con!.t.  T.  W.  Hannum.  L.  M. 
MiiUlle  Hadden,  by  Rev.  l)anl.  Denison, 
Middletown,    First,  monthly,   by  H.  E. 

Sawyer,  Tr., 
New  Hartfoni,  South,  by  Dea.  E.  Watson, 
New  Milford,  by  G.  W.  Whittle- ey, 
Plautfivillo,  add'l,  by  E.  P.  Hotchkiss,  Tr., 
Riilgefield,  Firi>t,  by  W.   O.  Seymour,  Tr., 
Salem,  by  Rev,  James  Ordway, 
Thomaston,  add'l,  by  P.  Darrow, 
Wauregan.  by  Rev.  S.  H.  Fellows, 
Wethersflcld,  Firnt,  by  M.  S.  Grifwold  Tr., 
West  HartJand,  by  D.  L.  Williams 
W'eKt    Winsted,  becond,  by  J.  Hinsdale, 

Tr. 
Wilton,  by  B.  Gilbert, 
Windsor,  by  J.  W.  Baker, 


50  00 

14  75 

81  50 

15  00 


163  00 

22  46 

88  02 

12  00 

90  2S 

10  76 

119  83 

104  26 

9»  65 

800 

45  11 

20  00 

9S5  85 

10  00 

86  69 

70  74 

76  00 

$1,21«  79 

Receipts  of  the  Ohio  Honie,  MisMiotiartf  Sodettf^  In 

May  and  June  F.  C.  Sebsioits,  Trects. 
May. 

Akron,  by  Rev.  T.  E.  Monroe,  f  100  00 

Columbus,  First,  by  F.  C.  Sesrions,  951  25 

El.vTia,  Mrs.  S.  S.,  by  Mn*.  T.  L.  Nelson,  25  00 

(iarrittMville,  by  H.  N.  Mcrwin,  9  60 

Martinsburgh.  by  J.  Demuth,  88  00 

Oberlin,  Sec«.»nd,  add'l,  by  K.  Regel,  18  22 

Ravenna,  add'l,  by  W.  GrenneU,  19  68 

Windham,  by  W.  A.  Perkins,  16  00 
lU-c'd  by  Rev.  Dr.  Wolcott,  Sec., 

Siloom,  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Davies,  11  00 

Wadsworth,  by  C.  T.  Clifford,  8  5U 


Junei' 

Columbus,  Welsh,  by  Rev.  "EL.  D.  ThomM, 

Connoaut,  by  Rev.  R.  M.  Keys, 

Oberiin,  First,  by  H.  Hulbm^, 

Harmar,  by  D.  Putnam, 

Paineftville,  by  I    Everett, 

Twinsburgh,  by  E.  Crown, 

Willlami*flold,  Center,  by  Rev.  M.  K.  Bosco, 

West,  by  same, 
Rec'd  by  Rev   Vr.  Woloott,  Sec.: 

Clevelana  Heights  by  Dr.  W.  J.  Sheppvd, 

Four  Comers,  by  C.  B.  Cook, 

Freetiom,  by  Rev.  J.  C.  BumeU, 
Hampden,  A  friend,  by  Rev.  W.  Potter, 
Rockport,  by  Rev.  E,  H.  Votaw, 


94M  10 

14  00 

40  tiO 

97  86 

3  60 

88  76 

80  00 

1  00 

6  00 

,   5  00 

4  25 

97  25 

1  00 

775 

Pf»  86 


Ik  Mmt  Mi$$mM^ 


Go, Prbach  the  Gobpkl Mark  xvi.  15. 

How  shall  they  preach  ezoept  they  be  bent  ?  .  Bam.  x.  15. 


VoLXUr.  SEPTEMBER,  1876.  Na  6. 


SYSTEMATIC  GIVING. 

[The  following  paper  is  the  main  part  of  a  report  made  to  the  Iowa  Gen.  Associa- 
tion, 1876,  by  a  committee  appointed  the  year  before :  Rev.  J.  W.  Pickett,  chairman. 
Eloquent  in  its  sincerity,  and  glowing  with  truth,  it  will  now  be  read  by  the  wider 
circle  to  which  it  is  presented  with  some  part  of  the  interest  that  attended  its  first 
bearing  at  Burlington,  last  June.  We  need  make  no  apology  for  devoting  how- 
ever many  pages,  firet  and  last,  to  a  subject  so  vital  to  missions,  so  central  to  the 
Christian  conquest  of  this  world.  When  right  views  shall  have  been  spread  and 
^nt)aght  into  the  hearts  of  Christian  men  and  women,  generally,  there  will  be  no 
•"want  of  means  "  for  carrying  that  conquest  to  a  swift,  early  and  glorious  termin- 
ation. The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  will  be  poured  out,  and  all  flesh  shall  see  it  and 
rejoice  together.    Ed.] 

ENLARGING  OCCASIONS. 

....  It  is  believed  that  neither  the  calls  for  increasing  liberality  nor  the  true 
conception  of  Christian  giving  can  be  satisfied  through  most  of  the  present 
methods  of  raising  Christian  funds.  Look  at  the  demands  for  an  increasing  lib- 
erality. 

In  our  own  land  the  tide  of  immigration  is  setting  Westward  so  as  to  move  the 
centre  of  population  for  the  whole  nation  five  miles  that  way  each  year  along  fifteen 
hundred  miles  of  longitude,  thus  peopling  the  solitary  place  over  an  area 
equal  to  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  Into  this  region  are  pressing  with  earnest 
might  the  evil  and  the  good ;  the  drinking-saloon  and  the  gambling-house  con- 
tending for  supremacy  with  the  church  and  school-house,  and  often  but  too  suc- 
cessfully. In  every  town  and  village  along  our  whole  frontier  this  contest  is  being 
waged  with  uncompromising,  tireless  energy,  and  everywhere  the  right  is  ham- 
pered by  lack  of  means  to  carry  forward  projected  Christian  enterprises. 

To-day  the  gates  of  opportunity  are  flung  wide  open  throughout  the  whole 
world,  and  the  Christian  church  is  invited  to  enter.  No  one  doubts  that  now  is 
the  golden  moment  for  the  freedmen  of  the  South.  Our  appliances  for  giving  a 
Christian  education  to  this  important  class  of  our  countrymen  are  such  as  to 
reveal  the  hand  of  God  in  preparing  us  for  a  work  of  immense  extent  among  this 
needy  and  sorely  tried  population.  But,  just  at  this  crisis,  the  means  are  wanting 
to  enable  as  to  go  in  and  do  that  work. 

Never  were  there  such  striking  revelations  of  the  divine  purposes  toward  heathen 
nations  as  this  Centennial  day  reveals.  Yet  we  are  forced  to  listen  to  that  piti- 
ful cry  of  **  retrenchment  **  from  the  American  Board  which  has  carried  sadness  to 


110  THE  HOKE  MiBsioNAST.  September| 

missionary  stations  in  all  parts  of  the  heathen  world  I  But  we  need  not  go  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth.  Here,  among  ourselyes,  ministerial  labor  and  all  Christian  enter- 
prise are  hampered  by  inadequate  support.  Every  device  that  human  ingenuity  can 
contrive  has  been  resorted  to  for  raising  the  necessary  means.  Appeals  to  pleasure, 
appeals  to  pride,  appeals  to  the  stomach,  appeals  to  chance,  appeals  to  almost 
every  prejudice  and  passion  of  the  soul  have  I'Cen  made,  until  the  work  of  raising 
money  for  the  establishment  of  Christ*s  kingdom  has  become  so  rasping  to  sensi- 
tive persons  that  they  will  undertake  it  only  under  pressure  of  conscience  or  dire 
necessity.  It  is  sometimes  intimated  that  this  continual  appeal  to  worried  and  often 
exhausted  sensibilities  cannot  much  longer  accomplish  even  the  partial  results. 
An  English  writer  thinks  that  reaction  has  already  set  in,  and  that  there  is  danger 
of  serious  diminution  in  the  receipts  of  our  various  benevolent  societies. 

LDOTS  OF  THB  GIVINO  POWER. 

This  leads  us  to  ask,  have  the  churches  reached  the  limit  of  their  ability  in  this 
direction  ?  We  hear  the  statement  made  on  every  hand,  "  We  cannot  do  more." 
Is  this  so  ?  Let  us  glance  at  the  contributions  of  our  own  denomination  to  benevo- 
lent objects,  which  are  in  advance  of  all  others  in  proportion  to  our  membership. 
For  Home  and  Foreign  Missions  and  the  Freedmen  we  give  somewhat  more,  annu- 
ally, than  one  million  of  dollars.  We  may  estimate  that  two  millions  are  raised 
for  all  other  objects  than  home  expenses.  For  these,  including  support  of  minis- 
try, building  houses  of  worship,  etc.,  we  may  estimate  five  millions  more  ;  making 
a  total  of  seven  millions  provided  by  our  denomination  for  religious  purposes. 
The  amount  raised  by  all  denominations  in  our  country  for  the  support  and  spread  of 
the  gospel  is  nearly  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  Compare  this  sum,  expended  for  the 
salvation  of  the  world,  with  amounts  expened  in  some  other  directions. 

Dr.  Young,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics,  gives  the  estimated  cost  of  intoxicat- 
ing liquors  consumed  in  these  United  States  in  a  single  year  at  85,720,048 — almost 
fifteen  times  the  amount  given  by  all  the  churches  of  Christ  in  the  land  for  the  estab- 
lishment and  extension  of  his  kingdom.  We  look  with  pride  at  what  our  own 
State  has  done  for  the  establishment  of  that  kingdom  within  our  borders.  The  Con- 
gregationalists  of  Iowa  give  between  100,000  and  200,000  dollars  each  year  for  relig- 
ious purposes.  All  denominations  within  the  State  give  something  over  one  million 
of  dollars.  But  Iowa  expends  in  a  single  year  for  intoxicating  liquors  $15,865,000 ; 
more  than  ten  times  the  amount  given  for  all  religious  purposes.  Can  the  most 
unthrifty  class  of  our  population  give  such  sums  without  a  murmur  to  gratify  a 
single  degrading  appetite,  and  will  Christians,  who  profess  to  see  the  coming  of 
the  Lord  in  the  mighty  movements  of  our  times,  do  no  more  for  the  salvation  of  a 
world  ?  Is  it  possible  that  our  churches  are  paying  more  for  single  articles  of 
luxury  than  for  the  entire  maintenance  of  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  ?  We  come 
to  the  inevitable  conclusion  which  all  arrive  at  who  have  inv^tignted  this  subject, 
that  we  have  scarcely  touched  the  borders  of  our  capabilities  in  this  direction. 

THE  ONT.T  ADEQUATE  MOTIVE. 

How  then,  the  question  recurs,  shall  we  meet  the  demands  of  the  hour  ?  for 
never  were  demands  more  imperative  than  at  this  moment.  Shall  we  strive  for 
more  vivid  appeals  ?  Shall  ministers,  on  each  recurring  year,  try  to  outdo  them- 
selves in  gathering  startling  facts,  in  pressing  truth  home,  until,  in  some  moment  of 
excited  emotion,  men  shall  unclasp  the  purse  before  Mammon  is  fully  aware  of 
it  ?  Shall  we  look  for  some  wave  of  enthusiasm  to  sweep  over  the  Christian  world, 
leading  our  churches  to  lay  a  richer  offering  on  the  altar  of  sacrifice  t  But  tidal 
waves  ebb,  and  there  is  no  sure  dependence  here.    There  is  a  growing  conTlction 
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that  oar  failure  has  been  one  of  method,  that  we  have  been  giving  to  yarious 
'*  causes,"  and  have  left  out  of  siglit  the  Supreme  Cause.  We  have  been  looking 
at  inferior  reasons,  and  have  forgotten  the  mightiest  motive  that  can  appeal  to  the 
haman  soul,  obligation  to  Ood, 

The  only  thing  that  can  save  us  from  the  grossest  materialism  under  this  absorb- 
ing contact  with  sensuous  objects  is  a  pervading  sense  of  our  stewardship  in  the 
t»e  of  this  world.  That  beautiful  refrain  of  the  Hebrews,  **  The  earth  is  the 
Lord^and  the  fullness  thereof,"  must  sound  along  the  line  of  our  daily  avocations. 
Ood  has  leased  to  us  this  world  fur  a  term  of  years,  and  said,  '*  occupy  till  I 
come.**  He  claims  a  portion  of  all  our  earnings.  As  a  steward  of  God  I  have  no 
right  to  use  a  farthing  till  I  have  reckoned  with  him,  and  given  him  his  ju9t  dues. 

Your  committee  believes  that  this,  and  this  alone,  is  to  prove  the  solution  of 
this  vexed  question,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  those  unworthy  motives  and  commercial 
methods  which  have  pervaded  our  Christian  liberality.  Our  gifts  are  to  be  the 
direct  offering  up  to  Gk>d  of  a  fixed  portion  of  our  income,  and  as  one  of  the  most 
hallowed  acts  of  worship.  Giving  thus  becomes  lodged  at  the  very  heart  of  the 
Christian  life.  It  now  seems  strange  that  the  Christian  world  should  have  de- 
parted so  far  from  this  primal  religious  conception,  and  thus  have  lost  the  sweet- 
ness and  power  of  the  words  of  Jesus,  '*  It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
wceire.'* 

A  LAW  OLDER  THAN  MOSBS. 

This  giving  of  a  definite  portion  of  all  our  earnings  to  God  is  not  merely  a 

ooaunand  of  the  ceremonial  law,  but  antedates  that  by  hundreds  of  years,  and  was 

probably  established  from  the  beginning,  by  divine  command,  together  with  the 

Sabbath  day.     In  the  sacrifice  of  Cain  and  Abel,  those  of  the  former  were  not  a 

sincere  offering  to  God,  but  were  doubtless  bestowed  in  accordance  with  an 

already  established  system.  Abram,  returning  from  the  slaughter  of  the  kings,  while 

he  would  take  no  spoils  to  himself,  not  **  from  a  thread  to  a  shoe-latcliet,**  yet 

acknowledged  €k>d^s  right,  paying  tithes  to  Melchisedek,  the  type  of  Christ.     At 

that  supreme  moment  in  the  life  of  Jacob  when  the  heavens  opened,  and  the  world 

of  faith  dawned  upon  him,  he  lifted  up  a  pillar  and  made  a  solemn  vow:  **If 

Ood  will  be  with  me  in  the  way  that  I  go,  then  shall  the  Lord  be  my  God,  and  of 

all  that  thou  shalt  give  me,  I  will  surely  give  the  tenth  unto  thee.^'    In  the  Jewish 

law  of  tithes  the  occ^ision  and  motive  for  these  gifts  nre  no  where  stated,  after  our 

modem  methods,  as  being  found  in  the  necessities  of  the  priests  and  the  temple 

aenrice,  but  in  this :   **  That  thou  mayest  learn  to  fear  the  Lord  thy  God.**    Even 

the  priests  were  commanded  to  give  with  the  rest;  that  they  too  might  share  in  the 

acknowledgment  of  these  supreme  obligations. 

When  the  Jews  wandered  from  Gk)d  and  neglected  the  weightier  duties  of  the . 
law,  Christ  reproved  their  hypocrisy,  but  declares  of  their  tithing  of  garden-seeds 
even,  '^  This  ought  ye  to  have  done,  and  not  to  leave  the  other  undone.*'  Through- 
out the  word  of  God,  giving  from  a  pure  heart  is  commended,  though  it  be  out 
of  the  depths  of  poverty.  The  poor  widow,  that  cast  into  the  treasury  all  her  liv- 
ing, was  not  imporerished,  for  He  who  ever  stands  over  against  the  treasury  saw  her 
gift  of  love,  and  knew  her  every  need.  There  are  deeds  that  may  speak  louder 
than  any  word  of  prayer  or  praise.  The  alabaster  box  of  very  precious  ointment 
not  only  filled  the  room  with  fragrance  where  Jesus  was,  but  has  filled  the  world 
for  eighteen  hundred  years  with  the  odor  of  a  consecrated  act.  Paul  exhorts  pov- 
erty-ctricken  diseiplea  to  labor  with  their  hands,  that  they  may  have  to  give  to  him 
that  needeth.  The  moment  one  begins  to  give  from  pure  motives  his  life  is  trans- 
flgnrtd,  h#  joina  .the  benefactors  of  his  race. 
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A  DBFINITK  FOBTIOK. 

It  is  becoming  more  and  more  evident  that  the  setting  apart  of  a  definite  amount, 
as  a  sacred  portion,  ever  ready  for  the  Master^s  use,  is  the  starting-point  of  a  mighty 
revolution  in  the  church — an  antidote  against  extravagance  on  the  one  hand,  and 
greedy  hoarding  on  the  other.  The  Jew  called  the  tithe  the  hedge  around  the  rest 
Can  any  one  doubt  the  wholesome  effect  upon  the  individual  of  thus  having  all 
his  earnings  pass  under  the  eye  of  God.  Is  it  asked,  how  much  shall  each  disciple 
give  ?  We  would  answer,  a  definite  portion,  determined  beforehand  with  much 
thought  and  prayer.  With  this  decision  there  will  need  to  be,  in  exercise,  a  large 
faith  in  the  promises  of  Qod — a  conviction  that  no  man  has  given  or  can  give  his 
earnings,  on  the  ground  that  **  the  Master  hath  need,^^  who  shall  not  in  some  way 
"receive  an  hundred-fold  in  this  present  time,  and  in  the  world  to  come  life  ever- 
lasting." In  determining  the  amount  to  be  given,  we  must  remember  that  where 
much  is  given  much  will  be  required.  We  are  to  remember  the  land  we  possess; 
our  means  for  developing  wealth ;  the  **  unsi>eakable  gift "  we  have  received,  and 
all  the  great  demands  of  God  upon  his  church  in  the  movements  of  human  history. 
In  view  of  the  greater  light,  the  greater  opportunities,  the  greater  exhibitions  of 
the  divine  goodness  and  love  bestowed  now  freely  on  us  all,  few  will  set  apart  a 
less  sum  than  one-tenth  ;  while  many,  with  the  grateful  Zaccheus,  will  give  one 
half,  or,  in  emergencies  like  those  of  the  early  church,  will  lay  everything  at  the 
apostles'  feet. 

OBJECTIONS. 

It  may  be  objected  that  this  is  binding  us  down  to  the  rigidity  of  law — of  strict  rules 
and  arithmetical  calculation.  Says  one,  "  The  gospel  demands  all,  and  after  deduct- 
ing the  necessary  expenses  of  my  family,  I  intend  to  give  God  the  rest."  Well, 
these  intentions  are  good,  but  many  who  plead  them  may  be  robbing  God.  The 
sin  which  the  Bible  inveighs  against  with  terrible  denunciations  is  the  sin  of 
covctousness,  represented  by  it  as  idolatry.  Amid  the  multiplying  wants  of  our 
times  is  there  not  absolute  danger  that  God  will  be  unconsciously  cheated  out  of 
his  rightful  dues,  and  be  left  to  get  a  mere  pittance,  in  those  cases  where  all  the 
rest  are  first  served  ?  Have  we  not  occasion  to  think  that  the  only  way  to  secure 
him  against  this  wrong  is  to  bestow  upon  him  the  first  fruits  of  our  substance? 
We  follow  strict  rules  and  arithmetical  calculation  in  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath* 
giving  to  God  a  definite  portion  of  time :  why  not  apply  the  same  rule  to  our 
means  ?  What  Christian  would  dare  say,  "  I  will  not  be  bound  beforehand  by 
any  definite  rule  as  to  holy  time,  but,  when  I  have  taken  wliat  I  need  for  m3^1f 
and  family,  God  shall  have  the  rest."  Amid  the  multiplying  demands  upon  our 
time,  who  would  trust  himself  ? 

But  again  it  is  said,  "  It  is  too  much  trouble  to  keep  this  bank  account  with  God." 
Yea,  to  him  who  has  no  heart  in  this  service,  to  whom  religion  consists  in  certain 
churchly  forms  by  which  he  expects  to  gain  heaven,  it  may  seem  trouble ;  but  to 
those  with  whom  religion  is  a  life,  a  daily  walk  with  God,  this  continual  recogni- 
tion of  stewardship  will  be  as  constant  a  source  of  unceasing  delight  Prayer 
without  ceasing  is  trouble  to  him  who  has  no  heart  in  it;  the  daily  watchfulness 
over  our  besetting  sins  is  trouble,  but  to  him  who  makes  the  service  of  God  more 
than  his  meat  and  drink,  all  these  duties  become  the  most  exalted  privileges. 

ADVANTAGES. 

» 

Of  the  advantages  attending  systematic  giving,  we  name  but  a  very  few  : 
1.  Nothing  else  will  so  clearly  give  the  idea  of  stewardship  as  this  daily  reckon- 
ing with  God.     Ministers  will  not  waste  strength  and  p.iticnce  in  continual  pump- 
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ing  to  keep  the  channels  of  liberality  fall,  but  the  streamB  of  charity  will  flow 
from  an  interior  rirer  of  living  water.  Our  giving  will  not  depend  upon  the  pun- 
gency of  sudden  appeal,  or  the  tact  or  shrewdness  of  the  operator  upon  our  scnsi- 
bilidea,  but  upon  our  well-considered  obligations  to  Gk)d  and  to  the  spread  of  his 
kingdonL  Conscience  and  principle  will  take  the  place  of  irregular  impulse  and 
inconstant  or  fitful  sensibility. 

2.  Ail  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  weekly  ofiEerings  will  be  obviated ;  and,  in 
that  sacred  portion  consccreted  to  Qod,  every  one  will  have  a  joyous  gift  to  bring 
on  each  recurring  Sabbath  for  the  treasury  of  his  Lord.  The  difficulty  of  securing 
the  consent  of  the  will  to  give  to  God  what  has  already  been  appropriated  to  tho 
moltifarious  uses  to  which  property  is  now  applied,  has  been  the  mountain  barrier 
in  the  way  of  all  systematic  giving.  Assign  unto  the  Lord  Jirat  what  is  his  due, 
the  fixed  portion,  and  all  these  difficulties  vanish. 

8.  We  shall  then  study  with  peculiar  interest  and  deep  pleasure  the  great  Chris- 
tian enterprises  of  the  age.  It  will  be  an  object  to  select  the  channels  in  which 
oar  benefactions  may  flow  so  as  best  to  honor  Qod  and  bless  mankind.  The  Mis- 
sionary sermon  will  no  longer  be  regarded  as  a  tiresome  device  to  extort  our 
hoarded  gains,  but  a  source  of  much  coveted  knowledge,  aiding  us  to  determine 
where  we  may  send  forth  our  gifts  to  make  the  desert  blossom  as  the  rose. 

4.  We  shall  then  be  enabled  to  use  the  world  as  not  abusing  it,  and  as  not  being 
ibosed  and  destroyed  by  it.  The  thought  that  all  our  work  and  all  our  gains  are 
pusing  in  review  before  God  will  be  a  powerful  restraint  upon  those  unworthy 
practices  and  doubtful  methods  which  now  so  deaden  the  conscience  and  paralyze 
the  Christian  life. 


PAGANISM  AT  HOME. 

BT  REV.  M.  K.  WHITTLESBT,  JACKSONVILLE,  ILLINOIS. 

After  repeated  invitations  I  prospected County,  beginning  at  the  county- 
scat,  in  a  central  part  of  Illinois.  Falling  in  with  a  prominent  official  of  the 
charch,  he  gave  me  a  gloomy  picture  of  the  condition  there,  as  he  understood  it, 
adding  in  a  final  touch,  **  Whiskey  is  a  controlling  interest  here.  Our  church  is 
not  prosperous.     It  makes  but  little  progress.^* 

It  was  a  rainy  Sabbath  morning.     We  visited  the  Sabbath-school  in  the 

church.  The  attendance  was  large,  near  three  hundred.  Plucky  looking  boys ! 
resolute  girls !  teachers  nearly  all  short  of  middle  life  I  Bustle  and  noise  gave 
indications  of  business.  The  men  went  at  their  work  in  a  way  suggestive  of  stump 
oratory.  They  stood,  they  were  loud,  they  gesticulated  largely.  The  boys  and 
girls  in  their  classes,  not  to  be  outdone,  or  drowned  out  by  the  loud  question,  put 
in  their  answers  with  an  emphasis  that  told.  It  was  tremendous  I  Commend  to 
me  a  class  of  wide-awake  boys  for  that  sort  of  thing  I 

"  Our  preacher  "  was  there,  and  took  up  the  lesson  at  the  close,  in  review.  A 
black-bearded  man,  full  of  energy,  grimaces,  nods,  and  winks,  he  was  evidently 
on  good  terms  with  himself  and  with  the  children.  He  went  carefully  over  the 
historical  portion  of  what  was  comprised  in  the  lesson,  fully,  minutely,  with  ani- 
mation, and  closed  without  a  word  of  "  improvement,^'  impressing  no  lesson  in 
morals,  imparting  no  spiritual  meat  or  drink.  **  That^s  the  way  he  preaches,''  said 
my  guide,  '*  and  he  does  it  largely  to  hear  himself  talk." 

Even  the  singing,  which  in  some  schools  introduces  a  spiritual  element,  was  here 
a  rattle-and-bang  performance.  The  young  man  at  the  organ,  facing  the  school, 
played  memoriter,  with  head  erect  and  eyes  glancing  from  side  to  side  and  all 
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around,  in  a  bighly  delighted  way.  "  It  is  the  boast  of  the  saperintendent,**  said 
Diy  friend,  'Hhat  he  is  master  of  the  situation,  and  equally  good  in  the  Sabbath- 
school  room,  in  the  saloon,  or  at  a  game  of  euchre/* 

In  addition  to  this  church  and  a  large  Babbath-school,  I  found  other  two  honor- 
able remnants  of  churches,  the  members  in  both  chiefly  from  the  South.  Neither 
could  maintain  service  alone,  and  still  they  would  not  unite  to  become  either  one 
or  other,  on  an  independent  basis. 

I  was  not  surprised  to  learn  that  notwithstanding  the  large  membership  of  the 
church  first  visited,  and  the  '*two  hundred  or  more"  in  another,  that  family 
prayer  was  almost  unknown  in  that  population  of  two  thousand  six  hundred  souls, 
and  that  probably  not  a  half  score  of  persons  not  preachers  were  able  and  williQg  to 
lead  in  prayer  in  a  social  meeting.  '*  I  suppose  the  sisters  have  a  prayer-meeting  ?  *' 
I  said  to  the  wife  of  the  minister  as  we  were  going  into  church.     **  I  reckon,*'  she 

replied,  **  that  there  is  not  a  great  deal  of  praying  done  in by  anybody." 

How  far  is  such  a  population  from  Christ  and  Christian  living  I  And  here  are  the 
seed-germs  of  other  towns  and  the  types  of  other  homes.  And  there  is  a  large 
amount  of  population  like  this  in  other  towns.  How  g^reat  the  work  to  be  done 
ere  **  The  Kingdom  "  comes  here,  and,  through  this  nation,  to  other  peoples.  Where 
the  type  of  religion  shows  little  else  than  pride,  bigotry,  sectarian  selfishness; 
where  it  leads  an  observer  to  believe  it  is  little  less  than  carnality,  a  superstition, 
or  no  better  than  that  our  Saviour  found  in  Palestine ;  where  it  seems  to  be  little 
else  than  a  device  to  occupy  man^s  spiritual  nature  with  "  a  hope,"  without  regen- 
eration, without  holy  living,  without  visible  likeness  to  Christ,  what  is  its  value  t 
There  is  work  that  must  be  done  I  If  it  is  our  Father's  good  pleasure  to  give  us  the 
kiiigdom,  we  cannot  go  by  or  pass  on,  and  leave  such  a  population  behind.  Some- 
body must  care  for  those  children.  Some1)ody  must  mould  that  population  and 
build  among  them  Christian  homes.  It  is  just  the  place  to  seek  material  for  re- 
formers,—men,  women^  who,  having  tasted  the  wormwood  and  the  gall  and  the 
good  word  of  God,  will  with  unwearying  patience  and  a  heaven-inspired  zeal 
watch  and  wait  and  work  for  others. 

Paganism  has  its  crude  devices  for  letting  men  off  easy  from  conscnously  merited 
punishment  There  are  many  such  devices  to-day  in  this  land  of  ours  looking 
chiefly  to  that  end.  Many  besides  Spiritism,  Evolution,  or  Univcrsalism.  To 
secure  a  man  a  hope  that  will  promise  him  heaven  when  he  dies,  and  to  let  him  off 
from  deserved  pain  and  woe  while  yet  he  is  not  repentant,  reformed,  regenerated,  or 
honest  or  temperate  or  lovely,  was  not  what  Christ  died  for ;  but,  rather,  this,  **  to 
redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  unto  himself  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of 
good  works."  Where  this  is  not  accomplished  there  is  no  Christianity.  If  it  claims  to 
be  Christianity,  it  is  a  deceitful  device,  employing  Christian  forms  and  implements 
and  symbols,  but  inspiring  false  hopes. 

In  passing  through  this  district  of  country,  three  months  after  my  first  visit,  I 
met  a  farmer  whose  appearance  indicated  intelligence  and  candor.  I  told  him 
what  I  had  seen,  and  gave  expression  to  my  opinions  as  above.  He  replied,  '*  I 
was  raised  here.  My  father  was  one  of  the  first  settlers.  We  are  all  members  of 
the  church  you  speak  of.  Our  house  was  the  stopping-place  of  the  ministers  of 
that  denomination  for  thirty  years.  I  never  remember  but  one  of  these  engaging 
in  family  prayer.  Other  ministers  of  other  denominations  sometimet  prayed 
with  us." 


me. 
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pt^^iivnavt)    inttlU^tna. 


OALXFOBNZA. 
Bt9.  T.  BeaaUy,  HydeoiUe. 

THB  8HBBP  AMONG  WOLVES. 

Thb  past  qoAiter  wm  one  of  anuAnal 
tnd  and  difficulty,  owing  to  the  doings 
of  membera  of  another  **  rcUgious  dc- 
Bomhiation,*^  whose  policy  seems  to  be — 
tod  has  been  for  a  number  of  years  in 
tins  neighborhood — to  pull  down  others' 
woik  to  supply  themselves  with  building 
mtterials.  Our  people's  homes  are  wide- 
ly scsttered,  but  their  hearts  are  one  in 
our  church  work.  During  this  trying 
time  of  the  past  few  mcmths,  some 
blight  q>oCK  have  been  found  and  God's 
praence  and  pow^  known.  We  arc 
raslising  and  hope  to  continue  to  find 
tkat,  ^  Satan  never  can  devour,  unless  he 
iint  divide.'' 


KANSAS. 

Be9.  W.  If.  WeUman^  Smith  Center. 

USB  OF    DI8COURAOKMBNT8. 

Kt  field,  though  containing  900  square 
miles,  with  a  population  of  5,1^)  offers 
me  many  encouragements  and  some  dis- 
couragements. Every  communion  there 
are  some  who  identify  themselves  with 
ua.  Other  encouragements  are,  having 
four  good  churches — smallest,  of  thirty- 
two  raemben ;  and  largest,  of  forty-six — 
most  of  whom  are  active  and  willing  to 
work,  and  do  work,  which  results  in  the 
redemption  of  souls.  The  discourage- 
ments are :  1st,  Having  so  many  colls  to 
preach  in  different  parts  of  the  county, 
which  it  is  imposuble  for  me  to  answer, 
and  being  compelled  to  see  them  go 
without  any  preaching  at  all;  2d, 
Having  a  wife  and  child  in  poor  health ; 
8d,  Haying  extremely  poor  health  my- 
self— since  my  last  winter's  revival  work 
— so  that  I  cannot  do  as  much  as  I  would 
like  to  do ;  and,  4th,  Having  the  many 
trials  to  combat  incident  to  a  new 
cciantry,  such  as  extreme  sectarianism, 
proselytism,     and    ostentatious    infidel 


clubs  made  mure  conspicuous  by  the 
sparse  settlement.  Is  it  right  for  me  to 
call  these  little  unavoidables,  discour- 
agements, or  shall  I  call  them  mere  hin- 
drances ?  Is  a  thing  necessarily  a  dis- 
couragement because  it  is  a  hindrance  ? 
Nay,  not;  for  oftentimes  hindrances 
and  ol>staclc8  incite  us  to  more  hard 
work  and  a  greater  exercise  of  true 
courage.  Well,  I'll  not  call  these  things 
discouragements  then.  FU  ask  my  dear 
Father  in  Heaven  (and  ask  you  too  to 
join  me  in  the  petition)  to  bless  all  our 
efforts  to  disseminate  truth  and  build  up 
the  Kingdom  of  Christ,  and  to  frown 
upon  the  efforts  of  wicked  men  to  pull 
it  down« 

BSINNXI80TA. 
Sev.,  L.  H.  Mb*e$,  Walnut  Station, 

WORK  UNDER  REVIKW. 

Th[9  question  occurs  to  me,  as  I  set 
about  making  out  a  report  for  the  quar- 
ter just  closing,  What  will  be  the  char- 
acter of  the  report  I  must  make  at  the 
end  of  my  term  of  service,  to  the  Inspec- 
tor of  all  hearts  and  the  Judge  of  all 
reports? 

Looking  back,  it  seems  but  little  I  have 
done,  and  that  little  in  a  very  indifferent 
way. 

One  is  sad  to  be  obliged  to  search  so 
diligently  along  the  foot- tracks  we  have 
left  behind  for  some  evidences  of  good 
from  our  work,  and  then  to  be  content 
with  the  hope  that  the  seed  sown  will 
yet  yield  a  harvest  for  the  Master.  We 
have  received  no  additions  to  the  church 
at  Walnut  the  last  quarter,  but  hope 
there  has  been  some  advancement  in  the 
right  direction.  Lamberton,  the  other 
point  covered  by  my  commission,  has  had 
but  occasional  preaching  since  the  set- 
tlement of  the  town,  some  three  years.  I 
commenced  my  labors  there  January  0th, 
1876,  preaching  every  Sabbath  afternoon, 
and  in  February  I  commenced  pastoral 
visiting  among  the  jieople. 
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As  I  went  from  house  to  house,  the  peo- 
ple expressed  themselves  in  this  wise/*  we 
are  tired  of  living  in  this  way."  Feb.  18, 
the  preliminaries  for  a  church  organi- 
zation were  arranged.  Sixteen  were  at 
once  admitted  to  church  fellowship,  and 
others  expected  to  follow  soon.  A  weekly 
prayer-meeting  was  immediately  estab- 
lished, with  encouraging  prospects  for 
the  future. 

My  Sabbath  day^s  work  during  the  quar- 
ter has  been  twenty  two  miles  of  travel, 
and  preaching  three  times  At  Lamberton 
we  have  no  chapel  nor  school-house  in 
which  to  meet,  so  we  use  the  dining-room 
of  the  tavern,  and  this  being  too  strait 
for  us,  the  adjoining  bedroom  is  also  ap- 
propriated to  our  use. 

In  these  rooms,  during  the  three 
months,  with  an  average  attendance  of 
some  thirty,  we  have  met  and  worshiped 
God — beginning  with  ten  and  closing 
on  the  last  Sabbath  of  the  quarter  with 
forty-five  worshipers,  being  about  all  the 
rooms  will  hold. 

I  should  like  to  ask  if  there  are  not 
those  who  would  be  glad  to  serve  the 
Master  by  helping  us  to  build  a  house  in 
which  we  might  more  conveniently  wor- 
ship our  God.  I  do  not  know  what  we 
shall  do  when  all  come  that  wish  to  hear 
the  word.  We  shall  have  no  room  un- 
less on  the  grass  outside  the  housa 


IOWA 

Iis9,  A.  E.  Todd,  Stunrt 

TIGHTENIKO  UP. 

I HAYB  no  remarkable  events  to  report^ 
only  the  steady,  quiet  work,  that  goes 
on  from  week  to  week.  I  can  report  no 
conversions,  but  I  think  that  there  is  a 
silent  change  going  on  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  church  that  is  just  as  great 
as  that  often  known  by  the  name  of  con- 
version. It  U  conversion,  the  gradual 
turning  from  a  spirit  of  wrangling  to  a 
spirit  of  brotherly  love.  Then  there  is 
a  quiet  work  among  those  who  have 
really  decided  in  their  hearts  to  be  Chris- 
tians, but  hare  never  had  the  courage  to 
come  forward  and  unite  with  the  church. 


To  my  mind  these  silent  changes  are  the 
grandest  I  am  looking  forward  hope- 
fully for  the  results  of  the  next  few 
months.  It  may  be  that  the  work 
wrought  within  Christinn  hearts  will 
begin  to  make  its  effect  felt  in  the  com- 
munity. 

Another  work  has  been  accomplished. 
One  great  fault  of  the  West,  not  only  in 
our  churches,  but  in  everything  else,  is 
the  lack  of  thorough  organization.  We 
hope  that  a  great  change  has  been  made 
in  the  completeness  of  our  organization 
as  a  church.  Old  records,  that  were 
confused  and  incomplete,  have  been 
thoroughly  examined  and  completed. 
The  church  had  never  kept  any  Register, 
so  that  there  were  some  members  who 
could  show  nothing  in  proof  of  their 
membership.  A  new  Register  has  been 
filled  out  in  full.  The  constitution  of 
the  church  was  imperfect.  It  has  been 
thoroughly  remodeled ;  and,  in  chang- 
ing it,  we  have  tried  to  secure  greater 
strictness  in  'receiving  and  dismissing 
members.  Such  works  as  these  make  no 
show  in  the  growth  of  the  church,  but  I 
am  sure  that  they  will  seriously  affect  its 
future  history.  I  mention  these  things  to 
show  what  need  there  is  of  organization, 
I  wish  that  in  some  way  our  churches 
in  this  portion  of  the  West  could  be 
brought  up  to  stricter  practices  in  all 
that  pertains  to  their  business  transac- 
tions ;  it  would  save  many  an  unworthy 
history.  Churches  are  established  here, 
ministers  settled  and  dismissed,  in  such 
ways  as  would  be  utterly  repudiated  by 
some  of  our  older  churches.  The  legality 
of  any  proceeding  seems  to  be  very  rarely 
questioned.  Wlien  a  council  is  called, 
the  question  is,  whether  any  of  those 
invited  will  attend,  not  whether  there 
will  be  a  quorum  present.  When  a 
church  has  permitted  irregularities  in  the 
past,  there  is  no  notice  taken  of  it,  but 
councils  pass  them  by  unnoticed.  I  write 
from  a  very  limited  experience,  but  these 
are  the  things  that  have  been  forced  upon 
my  attention  thus  far.  It  seems  to  me 
to  call  for  protest  At  any  rate,  it  calls 
for  a  remedy  as  our  churches  grow  older. 


1876. 

MiTJdDsl  churches  aeem  to  need  a 
nfonn  in  this  respect,  and  the  relations 
at  cfaarches  to  each  other  seed  to  be 
Bude  more  definite. 

Bet.  B.  Het$,  F<frt  Atkinton. 
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Kj  labors  in  the  Isst  two  quarters, 
u  I  hope,  were  followed  with  success. 
Serenl  persona  who  were  full  of  scom 
towards  oar  chnrch  and  work  are  cntircl; 
tinted  round  and  have  confessed  that 
thej  are  now  determined  to  join  our 
church;  and  I  know  that  the;  will  do  it 
with  teat 

The  Fort  Atkinson  chnrch  is  begin- 
nii^  to  understand  its  mission,  privi- 
lege*, and  duties,  and  is  growing  in  the 
gr»«  of  giving.  They  see  the  point  iu 
tbe  $50  cat  off  in  m;  commission,  snd 
irill  not  be  found  slow  to  mnke  it  up.  In 
ihoit,  1  think  the  work  is  gaining  ground 

New  Hampton  church  is  not  yet  doing 
■9  well,  hut  it  is  hardlj  possible  anjway 
to  keep  tbe  work  alive  where  tbe  minister 
ii  not  on  the  field.  It  seems  now  that 
New  Hampton  will  build  a  parsonage 
snd  thus  secure  the  minister  to  reside 
there.  But,  as  I  have  m;  own  little 
honse  here,  I  don't  feel  like  making  any 
change,  except  it  he  that  you  will  grant 
mj  long-made  request,  to  let  me  off  to 
Nebraska,  where  I  have  one-half  of  my 
heart  all  the  time—and  I  can't  help  it 
either — to  make  good  my  promise,  made 
thtee  years  ago.  The  friends  in  Nebraska 
ire  keeping  the  field  open  for  me,  after 
niting  so  long,  hoping  that  the  I^ord 
will  send  me  over,  and  it  almost  breaks 
me  down  to  resist  such  a  powerful  voice, 
in  my  heart  too,  "  Go  over  I " 

Uy  present  field  is  good,  the  two  places 
connected  by  railroad,  and  the  people 
wishing  me  to  stay ;  but  I  am  under  a 
harden,  threatening  to  injure  me,  if  not 
qwe^lj  delivered. 

There  are  men  to  take  my  field  as  soon 
•s  I  Bm  off.  But  so  long  as  I  am  here  it 
is  turd  to  secure  one,  as  they  all  know 
that  tiie  people  are  trying  their  best  t« 
keep  me.  I  say  thia,  not  to  make  show 
S 


in  sny  way;  I  wish  I  had  been  able  to 
do  more  while  I  was  here.  But  I  wish  to 
tell  you  also  what  prosjjtctB  I  have  in 
Nebmeka.  About  twenty  families  have 
gone  over  with  the  view  and  promise  on 
my  part  that  I  would  follow  to  be  their 
minister.  I  know  now  of  about  ten 
more  that  are  ready  to  go  just  as  Biion  as 
I  go.  How  this  comes  I  can  not  give 
account,  but  it  is  a  fact.  My  view  is 
that  I  will  have  there  one  iflf-iupporling 
ekvreh  from  its  outset.    I  am  tempted. 

Bn.  a.  T.  Tomfkim,  Magnolia. 

SPIRITUAL  nrNOBK CHEKRPDL 

BACniFICBB. 

At  no  time  siuce  I  came  upon  this  field 
have  things  looked  so  well  as  now.    The 

prayer- meetings  are  well  sustained. 
I  never  saw  a  people  so  eager  to  stud; 
God's  Word.  Our  Sabbath  evening 
service  is  treqncntly  a  Bible-reading 
and  song  service.  It  seems  deeply  in- 
teresting and  prolitsble  to  our  new  con- 
verts. We  arc  in  the  midst  of  building 
a  meeting-house — will  raise  to-morrow, 
God  willing.  It  is  a  heavy  strain  on  this 
people,  but  tlicy  will  go  through  with  it. 
Some  were  expecting  to  visit  the  "  Cen- 
tennial," but  they  sacrificed  that  pleasure 
for  the  sake  of  a  much-needed  new  church. 
Our  converts  are  all  standing  firm, 
and  M\amng  tirneh  like  Chriitiant,  thus 
shaming  our  fears  that  among  so  many 
some  would  prove  worthless. 

WISCONSIN. 

Ben.   W.  B.  Witliam§,  Kaakauna. 


Nothing  more  can  be  said  of  Freedom 
than  that  we  are  able  to  hold  our  own 
there,  and  that  is  about  all  that  can  be 
expected.  The  town  does  not  increase 
much,  and  the  increase  consists  of  Ger- 
mans and  Irish,  mostly  of  the  Human 
Catholic  faith.  Still  I  deem  it  worth 
while  to  hold  on  for  the  sake  of  the 
Protestant  portion  that  attend  our  meet- 
ings, so  that,  whenever  they  go  from 
there  (and  many  are  ready  to  move  away 
as  soon  as  they  can  sell  out),  they  may  be 
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more  likely  to  exert  an  influence  for 
Christ,  and  be  of  some  help  to  his  cause. 
By  instructing  the  young,  especially,  in 
the  Congregational  faith,  we  may  raise  up 
some  who  shall  help  a  feeble  church  in 
some  other  locality  to  which  they  may 
move,  and  thus  relieve  the  Society  more 
or  less  from  aiding  that  church.  At  any 
rate,  we  hope  thus  to  be  the  means  of  fit- 
ting them  for  the  church  of  the  redeemed 
in  lieaven. 

At  Eaukauna,  by  advice  and  aid  of  a 
council,  a  church  was  organized  last 
March  with  thirteen  meml)ers.  One  has 
been  added  since  (July  17),  who  desired 
to  unite  by  immersion.  As  there  is  some 
Free-Will  Baptist  element  there  this  had 
a  good  effect,  showing  that  we  not  only 
recognize  immersion  as  baptism  but  are 
liberal  enough  to  practise  it  in  case  per- 
sons conscientiously  believe  it  to  be  the 
proper  mode. 

Kaukauna  is  a  village  on  two  rail- 
roads and  on  the  lower  Fox  River,  which 
affords  water  privileges  that  cannot  be 
surpassed,  thus  giving  it  a  fair  prospect 
of  future  growth.  It  has  indeed  made 
considerable  growth  the  last  three  years. 
The  greatest  hindrance  is  that  the  Roman 
Catholics  predominate  here  and  in  the 
country  around.  We  greatly  need  a 
church  edifice,  and  propose  to  build  as 
soon  as  we  are  able.  We  have  an  aver- 
age congregation  of  about  seventy,  and 
a  Sunday-school  numbering  sixty. 

You  probably  noticed  that  my  appli- 
cation was  dated  one  month  later  than 
last  year's  commission.  The  reason  for 
this  is  that  I  was  ill  in  the  spring  and  un- 
able to  preach  for  a  month  ;  so  I  dated 
the  application  a  month  later  in  order  to 
make  that  time  up,  as  I  did  not  want  the 
Society  and  the  churches  under  my 
charge  to  pay  me  for  services  which  they 
did  not  actually  receive.  Thanks  to  the 
Qiver  of  all  good  things,  my  health  is 
now  strong  as  ever. 

Bev,  M.  L,  Eaatman,  Hayalton, 

PATIENT  CONTINUANCE. 

By  the  grace  of  God  we  are  holding 
the  fort,  and  expect  to  hold  it  till  Jesus 


comes  for  our  deliverance  and  victory. 
No  special  aggressive  movements  have 
been  made  on  the  enemies'  works  during 
the  last  quarter,  but  the  usual  defensive 
operations  have  been  kept  in  vigorous, 
harmonious,  and  earnest  action.  Gk)d,  in 
his  providence,  working  with  the  gospel 
and  other  means  of  grace,  has  broken  the 
monotony  to  which  the  established  means 
of  grace  and  the  usual  Christian  service 
are  liable,  and  which  is  painful,  by  one 
or  two  alBictive  events,  that  have  given 
new  life  and  earnestness  to  prayer  and 
other  religious  duties. 

AWAKENING     PROVIDENCES. 

A  young  man,  who  taught  our  school 
the  past  winter  and  was  preparing  for 
the  ministry,  was  culled  to  behold  the 
Savior's  glory  instead  of  preaching  his 
gospel  to  sinners.  It  was  a  great  afiSiction 
to  his  parents  and  the  church,  but  also 
an  impressive  warning,  especially  to  the 
young  people.  His  last  testimony  for 
Jesus,  in  one  of  our  church  meetings, 
was  melting,  firm,  clear,  and  tearful. 
We  loved  him  much,  and  feel  the  loss 
keenly  in  our  little  Christian  army,  but 
the  Master  knows  when  and  whom  to 
calL  His  life,  testimony,  and  peaceful 
death  will  do  their  work  on  his  youthful 
associates. 

The  man  I  mentioned  in  my  last,  as  an 
interesting  case  of  conversion,  came  very 
near  being  killed  suddenly  about  two 
weeks  ago.  He  was  scaling  logs.  The 
pile  was  on  the  bank  of  the  river— quite 
sloping  ground — when  suddenly  it  gave 
way.  He  fell  between  the  logs  into  an 
opening,  and  two  of  them  rolled  over 
him  his  whole  length.  He  was  badly 
bruised  and  mangled.  I  called  to  see 
him,  and  said  a  few  words  of  comfort, 
and  prayed  with  '  him.  He  said, 
"  Brother  Eastman,  this  is  the  happiest 
day  of  my  life  I "  I  told  him  the  Lord 
held  the  logs  up  so  that  their  whole  weight 
did  not  press  him,  else  he  never  would 
have  spoken  again  to  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren. **  Yes,"  said  he,  "  that's  just  as  I 
see  it.*' 

These  events  work  with  the  gospel  and 
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Other  means  of  grace,  and  rouse  to  ear- 
Desineas,  sincerity,  watchfulness,  and 
make  the  careless  think.  Our  young 
people's  meeting  is  a  spiritual  power  and 
a  religious  marvel  to  the  unconverted, 
and  is  winning  them  to  seriousness,  vir- 
tue, and  Christ 


AnCHIGAN. 

/.  D,  Millard^  Pleamnton. 


ADVAKCB  TOWARD  UNION. 

For  years  I  have  been  impressed  with 
the  belief  that  our  little  rural  settlement 
in  tlie  forest,  with  no  present  prospect  of 
a  village,  is  a  poor  place  to  exhibit  the 
advantages  of  the  division  of  Christians 
into  rival  denominations :  and  I  and  my 
people  have  been  generally  understood 
to  be  ready  for  any  thing  reasonable 
which  should  look  toward  a  union  of 
forces.      But     sectarian     exclusiveness 
seemed  to  present  an  impassable  barrier 
to    any    movement    in    this    direction. 
Lately,  however,  our  Methodist  brethren 
have  responded  that  they  were  willing 
to  disband  their  Sabbath-school  and  join 
us  in  a  union  Sabbath- school.     But  this 
would    necessitate  moving  their   other 
religious  services  also  into  our  house. 
They  had  held  services  in  an  old  dilap- 
idated log  house  of  worship  about  two 
miles  from  our  neat  little  frame.     Our 
people  rejoiced  at  the  overture,  our  Sab- 
bath-school was  disbanded,  a  union  one 
organized,  and  I  now  preach  alternately 
Sunday  mornings  in  our  house  (as  I  did 
before).     On  the  intervening  Sabbaths, 
the  Methodist  jninister  preaches ;  and  I 
believe  we  have  both  nearly  doubled  our 
congregations.    It  is  not  time  yet  to  esti- 
mate results.     This  is  perhaps  not  the 
kind  of  Christian  or  church  union  which 
would  produce  the  best ;  but  it  seems  to 
be  the  best  kind  now  attainable,  and  is 
an  experiment  which  we  hope  may  lead 
to  something  better.    If  we  can  avoid 
jealousies  and  other  dangers  incident  to 
Buch  an  experiment,  and  get  better  ac- 
quainted with  each  other  and  familiar 
with  each  other's  ways  and  forms,  it  will 
be  a  step  perhaps  toward  a  union  which 


will  be  permanent  and  organic.     I  have 
almost  come  to  the  conclusion  that  an 
independent   self-governing    church,   if 
all  Christians  in  our  neighborhood  could 
be  heartily  united  in  it,  would  be  better 
for  us  than  the  present  division  into-  rival 
organizations.     In  saying  this  I  would 
not  overlook  or  underestimate  the  impor- 
tance of  the  fellowship  of  the  churches. 
But  such  churches,  if  they  should  live 
and  enjoy  the  presence  and  favor  of 
Christ  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  would  inev- 
itably seek  and  find,  sooner  or  later,  fel- 
lowship with  other  churches  ;  and  where 
would  they   be  more  likely  to  find  it 
than  with  our  churches  ?  I  have  thought 
this  subject  over  carefully  and  prayer- 
fully, but  somewhat  distrust  my  present 
light     But  light  will   surely   come  to 
God's  people  upon  this  subject.    Perhaps 
you  might  advise  with  us  to  our  good. 
Our  organization   was    first    upon    the 
ground,  and  we  believe  would  have  at- 
tracted the  other  Christian  elements  to 
itself  had  not  instrumentalities  been  sent 
in   from   without  to    forestall    such    a 

result I  have  not  yet  taken  any 

collections  for  benevolent  objects.  We 
shall  probably  not  take  more  than  three 
this  year,  as  the  financial  distress  with 
us  is  greatly  hightened  by  our  failure  of 
crops  last  year  and  the  general  poverty 
incident  to  a  frontier  life,  no  railroads, 
and  poor  markets.  Hardly  anything 
which  we  have  to  spare  can  be  turned 
into  cash.  I  thought  I  could  do  better 
for  the  causes  to  which  we  shall  con- 
tribute by  waiting  the  approach  of  har- 
vest. We  want  to  do  all  that  the  Lord 
would  have  us  do  in  these  matters. 


Rev.  P.  F.  McClelland,  Northport. 

PRECIOUS    REVIVAL. 

I  make  my  report  with  a  joy  that 
never  has  been  my  privilege.  I  trust  I 
have  been  able  before  to  lead  a  few  souls 
to  the  Savior  and  to  sow  seed,  and  to 
help  others  forward  in  Christian  life. 
But  just  now  we  are  rejoicing  in  a  revi- 
yal — the  good  seed  sown  by  other  breth- 
ren before  my  coming,  and  my  prayers 
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and  labors  these  nine  months  are  being 
owned  of  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  and 
souls  are  coming  to  Christ.  The  Grand 
Traverse  Conference  met  with  us  on 
June  20-22.  The  Holy  Spirit  was  gra- 
ciously manifested,  and  at  the  closing 
service  fifteen  arose  for  prayers,  most  of 
them  young  people,  and  all  but  four  or 
five  of  them  regular  members  of  my  con- 
gregation. I  can  report  six  that  I  tnist 
intelligently  committed  themselves  to 
Christ  before  the  first  day  of  July; 
others  I  believe  have  done  so  since ;  some 
I  hesitate  about.  Three  of  the  six  joined 
us  the  first  Sabbath  in  July.  We  have 
already  commenced  a  young  people^s 
meeting,  which  is  interesting  and  profit- 
able. The  religious  interest  in  connec- 
tioii  with  our  congregation  is  decidedly 
improved.  On  July  4th,  after  a  day 
pretty  well  given  to  historic  and  rec- 
reative celebration,  a  quiet  congrega- 
tion of  forty  gathered  in  the  church  in 
response  to  the  President's  proclama- 
tion. 


have  patience  with  us  if  we  do  make 
slow  progress ;  let  us  still  have  a  place 
in  your  affectionate  regards,  your  noble 
and  manly  sympathies,  but  above  all,  in 
your  fervent  prayers.  We  need  all  tliese, 
and  prize  them  above  gold  or  silver.  May 
the  Lord  bless  and  prosper  you  and  help 
you  bear  the  burden  laid  upon  you,  and 
give  you  an  assured  hope  of  eternal 
glory ! 


Jiev.  S.  Snider,  Coral. 

THE   UNKNOWABLE. 

....  Allow  me  to  say  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  you  to  get  at  the  whole 
truth  in  regard  to  these  "backwoods 
missions."  I  listen  to  some  old  veteran's 
tale  of  a  general  pitclied  battle.  Can 
I  get  the  whole  idea  of  the  scene  ?  No. 
You  give  me  a  verbal  or  written  state- 
ment of  your  work  as  Secretaries,  describ- 
ing your  rooms,  fixtures,  books,  wilting 
material,  etc.;  letters  received,  letters 
sent,  the  hours  spent  over  them,  and  all 
your  prayers,  painful  cogitations  and 
consultations — can  I  fully  comprehend 
your  work  in  all  its  bearings  ?  Verily, 
no.  So,  then,  to  know  all  about  your 
mission  in  the  woods,  do  not  go  to  Grand 
Rapids,  but  to  Chase  and  to  Clare ;  not 
to  Detroit,  Jackson,  or  Ann  Arbor,  but 
to  Coral,  Croton,  or  some  still  more  lonely 
field ;  visit  fifty  of  our  pioneer  families 
in  their  humble  beginnings  in  the  woods  I 
We  cannot  open  up  to  your  Boai'd  the 
^th  in  all  its  fullness.    Then,  brethren, 


An  Ex'MUnonary, 

A  TRIAL  OF  FAITH. 

I  am  often  called  upon  to  take  up  a  col- 
lection in  our  church,  for  different  be- 
nevolent objects,  and  my  family  have 
been  accustomed  to  give  something,  but 
not  so  much  as  we  would  be  glad  to  give. 
I  have  urged  the  duty  upon  Christians  of 
giving  a  tenth  of  their  income  to  the 
Lord,  as  a  privilege  and  a  sure  means  of 
securing  a  blessing.  I  felt  that  I  could 
not  urge  them  to  give  a  tenth  and  not  do 
it  myself.  So  last  spring  I  resolved  that 
I  would  give  one-tenth  of  my  salary 
hereafter,  and  thus  I  promised  the  Lord. 

The  prospect  then  was  that  my  salary 
would  be  $G00,  the  year  to  come,  as  J  was 
preaching  to  two  churches.  But  the  Nan- 
kin church  felt  that  they  must  have  a 
young  man  for  their  minister,  and  I 
withdrew,  as  I  would  cause  no  division, 
though  there  was  a  large  majority  in 
favor  of  our  remaining.  So  we  are 
rather  cast  upon  the  shoals  at  present. 
The  other  little  society,  the  Irish  Presby- 
terian church,  still  retains  my  labors  and 
will  raise,  probably,  about  $200 — dona- 
tion and  all — so  I  send  you  a  tenth  of 
first  half  year  ($10). 

I  have  labored  nearly  forty  years  in 
home  missionary  churches,  on  the  fron- 
tier and  in  newly  settled  regions  with  a 
sparse  population,  and  have  not  spared 
myself  at  all.  For  about  twenty  years 
I  traveled  in  Northern  Pennsylvania 
preaching  in  log-houses,  log  school- 
houses,  bams,  groves,  or  anywhere  else 
that  I  could  gather  a  congregation  among 
lumbermen  and  hunters,  etc.  I  have 
sometimes  traveled  one  hundred  miles  a 
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month,  to  get  around  to' all  my  appoint- 
ments, and  now,  in  my  old  age,  I  am  set 
aside  with  no  means  of  support  Well  do 
we  remember  the  generoos  hand  of  the 
Home  Missionary  Society,  and  we  all 
nnite  in  gp-ateful  love  and  heartfelt  ap- 
preciation of  your  kindness  to  us  in  past 
years,  and  daily  do  we  ask  a  blessing 
upon  yon  in  all  your  labors  of  love. 

Is  there  no  provision  made  in  our  be- 
loved Congregational  churches  for  the 
weary  and  foot- worn  veteran  toilers  in 
the  less  remunerative  portion  of  the 
vineyard,  so  that  in  advanced  years  they 
may  gracefully  and  honorably  retire  to 
the  border  land  and  rest,  while  waiting 
the  Master's  call  to  come  up  higher  ?  Is 
there.no  "box"  for  the  aged  minister, 
and  must  he  be  left  out  because  not 
allowed  to  preach  for  the  simple  reason 
that  he  is  an  old  man?  What  shall 
I  do  ?  I  have  a  family  of  four,  a  sick 
daughter,  and  am  willing  to  do  all  tliat  I 


Sev.  L.  F.  Waldo,  Frankfort 

WORK,    BEVITAIi,    DEPRESSION,    UOFE. 

During  the  year  I  have  preached  three 
times  every  Lord's  day  to  my  own  people, 
twice  in  Frankfort  and  once  in  South 
Frankfort,  with  the  exception  of  a 
single  Sabbath  morning.  The  last  six 
months  I  have  also  superintended  my 
Sunday-school  and  taught  my  class  of 
boys  every  Sabbath.  It  has  been  a  year 
of  hard  labor,  earnest  effort,  much  enjoy- 
ment, and,  I  trust,  some  good  results. 

We  have  made  considerable  progress 
in  pajring  our  debt,  and  have  procured 
good  lights,  organ,  a  bell  for  our  meet- 
ing-house— all  of  which  were  much 
needed.  This  has  been  accomplished 
mainly  through  the  efforts  of  the  ladies 
of  the  congregation,  who  have  raised 
during  the  year  about  $250. 

We  have  enjoyed  some  gentle  revival 
influences ;  members  of  the  church  have 
been  much  quickened  and  brought  into 
a  state  of  nearer  communion  with  God, 
and  some  souls,  we  trust,  have  been  born 
into  the  kingdom.  Our  Sunday-school 
daring  the  last  six  months  has  been  unu- 


suaUy  interesting  and  hopefuL  About 
one  hundred  and  sixty  have  been  enrolled 
as  members,  and  the  children  and  youth 
are  themselves  helping  nobly  to  make  it 
a  success.  « 

The  financial  situation  is  the  one  dis- 
couraging thing.  We  lost  about  $100 
of  the  subscription  for  my  salary  by  the 
failure  of  one  of  our  prominent  mill- 
firms  last  fall.  The  furnace  at  South 
Frankfort  is  closed  for  the  year,  and 
))usiness  there  is  completely  prostrated. 
Last  year  they  readily  raised  $200  there ; 
now  they  can  do  little  or  nothing  until 
the  furnace  starts  again,  which  will  prob- 
ably not  be  before  next  spring.  We  lost, 
this  spring  and  summer,  seven  or  eight 
families  from  our  congregation  in  Frank- 
fort, and  as  many  members  of  the  church 
— all  by  removal.  I  do  not  think  that 
over  $400  can  now  be  pledged  on  the 
licld,  and  this,  even  with  the  li)>eral  aid 
afforded  by  your  Society,  will  scarcely 
enable  me  to  live  and  i^ay  my  honest 
debts.  Still,  I  advise  that  we  "  liold  the 
fort"  (to  wit:  "Frankfort"),  hy  all 
nieuns.  To  suspend  now  would  be  more 
disastrous  than  before.  Our  church  in- 
Btructed  me  last  winter  to  take  collections 
for  your  Society  three  times  a  year.  The 
first  of  $11  was  accounted  for  the  last 
quarter.  *  The  second  of  $9  is  to  be  de- 
ducted now.        

MISSOURI. 

Hev.  R.  IL  DavieSf  Cameron, 

A  PROBLEM — Christ's  suffering  ones. 

Within  my  own  church,  the  spirit  of 
peace  and  reconciliation  and  harmony  is 
growing  rapidly.  Spiritual  aspirations 
are  strengthing  and  deepening.  In  many 
the  desire  to  labor  for  the  Master  is  mani- 
festing itself  strongly.  These  are  the 
signs  of  encouragement.  We  see  the 
world  aroLud  us  indifferent  and  careless. 
The  problem  is,  liow  shall  our  church 
cause  a  change  ?  I  see  no  other  way  than 
by  tlie  tliorough  awakening  first  of  the 
church  itself  to  realize  its  spiritual  con- 
ditions and  to  hunger  and  thirst  to  be 
filled  with  God^s  spirit  and  life.  If  these 
can  be  secured,  then  there  shall  go  out 
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to  the  world  a  purifying  stream  of  living 
water. 

Other  signs  of  encouragement  I  find 
are  the  monthly  union  prayer-meeting 
of  the  Chrktian  people  of  Cameron — a 
thing  never  heard  of  here,  until  this  pres- 
ent year ;  at  least  for  so  long  a  time  as 
they  have  now  been  held.  Two  weeks 
ago  we  held  a  mass  Temperance  meeting 
at  one  of  the  churches.  There  are  seven 
Christian  denominations  here  and  six 
saloons,  and  the  latter,  I  am  afraid, 
are  more  effectual  apparently  than  the 
former. 

In  my  own  church  I  have  succeeded  in 
organizing  a  missionary  society  among 
the  women — auxiliary  to  the  State  society 
and  the  Woman's  Board  of  the  Inter- 
ior. We  hope  to  do  all  we  can  in  that 
direction.  Our  Sabbath-school  is  pros- 
pering though  we  have  lately  lost  its  very 
efficient  Superintendent  by  removal,  we 
are  hoping,  however,  that  he  may  return 
in  the  fall. 

In  one  of  my  pastoral  visits  I  became 
acquainted  with  a  German  woman  who 
had  been  suffering  severe  pain  in  her 
head,  resulting  from  a  fall  more  than 
three  years  ago.  But  it  was  very  affect- 
ing to  see  her  childlike  faith  in  Christ 
and  submission  to  the  Father's  will.  After 
I  had  read  and  prayed  with  her,  she  read 
for  me  some  hymns  and  prayers  out  of  her 
Lutheran  prayer-book.  There  was  no 
formality  in  them  for  her,  but  the  words 
were  like  heaven's  manua  to  her  soul. 
Her  eyes  kindled  with  heavenly  joy,  and 
her  heart  was  blessed  with  the  Master's 
peace.  How  suffering  does  bring  the 
children  of  the  kingdom  to  the  Father's 
bosom  and  lift  their  soul  into  his  bliss 
and  comfort  1  This  poor  woman  taught 
me  some  precious  lessons  which  I  shall 
not  forget  soon. 


BeV'  A.  M,   Thome,  Memphis, 
1865—1876. 

This  quarter  closes  eUtien  years  in  this 
field  ;  and  reminds  me  of  the  many, 
many  changes  that  have  taken  place 
daring  these   years,  nearly  aU  of    the 


brethren  who  first  entered  (lie  field  with 
me  now  gone,  and  new  ones  coming  in.  I 
feel  quite  lonely,  and  at  times,  sad. 
During  all  these  years  the  Lord,  the 
Head  of  the  Church,  has  been  pres- 
ent, ready  with  his  aid,  and,  by  his  grace 
we  have  continued. 

But  the  changes  are  not  all  of  a  gloomy 
character.  The  whole  face  of  this  coun- 
ty has  put  on  the  cheer  and  comfort  of 
industry  and  thrift.  Eleven  years  ago 
it  was  well-nigh  devasted  by  the  tramp 
of  troops  and  the  red  glare  of  horrid  re- 
bellion. The  change  in  this  respect  is 
truly  wonderful.  The  4th  of  July,  1865, 
the  soldiers  of  both  armies  were  just  re- 
turning home,  and  it  was  difficult  to  re- 
strain them  from  butchering  one  another. 
The  4th  of  July,  1876,  there  was  a  large 
gathering  of  citizens  of  all  parties  and 
complexions,  who  were  addressed  by  per- 
sons of  both  parties,  and  all  were  pleased 
and  happy. 

The  excessive  rains  liave  seriously  affect- 
ed the  crops  on  the  flat  lands ;  but  on  the 
rolling  lands  the  prospects  for  crops  are 
very  cheering.  Our  church  is  holding  on 
its  way  hopefully.  Our  Sabbath-school 
is  improving.  Our  young  people's  prayer- 
meeting  is  exerting  a  good  influence ;  and 
our  general  church  prayer  and  teacher's 
meetings  are  well  attended  and  en- 
joyed. But  we  do  need  the  enduement 
from  on  high.  We  mnst  he  baptized 
with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with  fire.  There 
is  a  vast  work  yet  to  be  accomplished. 
Indeed,  the  work  never  ceases,  though 
the  workmen  may  fall  or  be  removed. 

Our  Missionary  Committee  appointed 
me  to  look  after  the  vacant  churches  in 
this  part  of  the  Association.  To  do  this 
will  require  considerable  travel  and  time, 
as  they  are  so  widely  separated. 

It  is  painful  to  me  to  think  of  these 
scattered  and  feeble  flocks  without  under- 
shepherds.  How  can  they  be  sustained  ? 
It  is  as  much  as  the  churches  having  pas- 
tors can  do  to  sustain  themselves.  How 
then  can  those  live  who  do  not  have  sup- 
plies;  who  do  not  keep  up  the  ordinan- 
ces of  the  Lord's  house  ? 

....  The  merciful  Lord  forgive  our 


1876. 


THE    HOME    HI88IOKABY. 


123 


sins,  and  mightily  help  ns  to  correct  our 
own  mistakes.  We  need  both  cleansing 
from  secret  faults  and  keeping  back  from 
presmnptnous  sins. 

What  now,  shall  the  harvest  be  ? — the 
fields  are  whitening;  the  laborers  are 
w  few !  Shall  we  not  lift  up  our  united 
cries  to  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  he 
will  send  forth  more  laborers  into  his 
hanrest? 


ILLINOIS. 
Hev,  J,  Mason,  Roodhouse. 

NEW    AND   PR0!h[rSING   PIEIiD. 

Roodhouse  is  a  railroad  town,  laid  out 
for  railroad    convenience,   but   it    has 
grown  into  an  enterprising  village  of 
eight  hundred  people,  and  is  still  enlarg- 
ing Its  area  and  developing  great  activ- 
ity in  productive  industry.     Its  popula- 
tion consists  almost  entirely  of  persons 
in  early  and  middle  life.     This  aspect  of 
it  deepens  the  interest  and  inspires  the 
hope  of  your  missionary  for  every  de- 
partment of  religious  effort. 

In  putting  me  into  this  new  field. 
Superintendent  Whittlesey  spoke  of  "  an 
audience  in  Roodhouse  of  forty  to  fifty 
usually.  But  don't  be  discouraged." 
Good  advice  !  However,  our  first  three 
months  of  labor  have  sliown  an  average 
attendance  of  eighty  at  least,  though 
Sabbath  evenings  our  beautifully  lighted 
church  is  comfortably  filled.  (It  seats 
150.)  This  evening  audience  is  made 
np  of  our  young  folk — weather  and 
traveling  interfering  but  little  with  the 
attendance.  Though  our  membership  is 
small,  little  more  in  number  than  '*  the 
baker's  dozen,"  yet  we  are  hoj)eful,  and 
cooperate  heartily  in  every  Christian 
work.  One  very  promising  young  man 
united  with  us  at  our  fii*st  communion. 

I  commenced,  in  this  field,  my  usual 
plan  of  missionary  work,  and  pursue  it 
undeviatingly:  1.  Regular  services  of 
two  sermons  every  Sunday  in  the  church. 
2.  Constant  labor  in  our  Sunday-school, 
now  numbering  seventy  scholars.  3. 
Leading  the  singing,  selecting  our  sing- 
ing-books, and  improving  the  singing. 
4.  Systematic  family  visiting,  irrespective 


of  denomination.  5.  Attending  all  the 
religious  meetings  during  the  week.  6. 
Preparing  and  giving  familiar  lectures 
on  geographical  and  ethnological  sub- 
jects— having  special  reference  to  the 
gradual  enlightenment  and  evangeliza- 
tion of  the  human  race ;  foreign  missions, 
home  missions — illustrated  by  rough, 
colored  crayon  drawings,  which  I  prepare. 
These  lectures  attract  the  attention  of  the 
young  very  much,  and  contribute  greatly 
to  awaken  an  interest  in  other  ideas  so 
essential  to  their  well-being. 

We  are  the  first  and  only  Congrega- 
tional organization  in  this  county.  I 
hope  soon  to  find  one  or  more  **  outside 
points "  and  material  there  for  build- 
ing up  additional  churches.  Our  Chris- 
tian women,  few  in  numbers,  but  zealous 
in  every  good  work,  have  proved  their 
strong  faith  and  hope  and  s])irit  of  sac- 
rifice, and  indicated  a  promising  future 
for  the  church,  by  what  they  have  done 
toward  the  erection  and  furnishing  most 
satisfactorily  of  our  house  of  worship. 


NEW  YORK. 

Rev,  J,  n.  Goodell,  Green  River, 

REAPING. 

We  received  a  new  impetus  in  the 
work  accomplished  during  the  the  win- 
ter. I  spoke  in  my  last  report  of  the 
general  interest  among  the  people,  and 
the  conversions  which  took  place.  Five 
unitc«l  with  the  church,  you  will  remem- 
ber, at  the  March  communion,  on  pro- 
fession. I  want  now  to  record  that  these 
are  making  some  of  the  most  useful 
members  of  our   church.     Our  devoted 

deacon ,  who  has  long  been  a  tower 

of  strength  and  a  reservoir  of  wisdom, 
here,  has  been  taken  from  active  work  by 
an  illness  which  excites  our  appre- 
hensions, but  our  late  accessions  have 
been  such  that  the  work  still  goes  on 
prosperously.  We  may  indeed  say, 
"  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us ! "  M. 
the  May  communion  two  more  came  in, 
and  still  more  in  July.  So  the  reaping, 
though  not  abundant  in  numbers,  you 
may  say,  is  rich  with  encouragement 
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WOMAN'S  WORK. 

The  autumn  months  restore  activity  to 
many  of  the  ladies*  benevolent  circles. 
The  question  returns :  **  For  whom,  for 
what,  this  year  ?  "  The  Home  Missionary 
family  is  instantly  and  most  naturally 
thought  of.  Why  should  not  the  Chris- 
tian woman  in  the  older  churches  and 
communities  desire  to  share  and  relieve 
the  burdens  of  her  missionary  sister  on 
the  frontier,  or  ^wherever  else  that  sister 
is  called  to  the  sacrifices  of  this  service  ? 
The  missionary  himself  comes  into  view 
oftener.  His  lettere  are  spread  on  these 
pages ;  his  work  is  uan*ated  often  with  a 
good  deal  of  minuteness ;  his  hopes  and 
fears,  his  successes  and  rejoicings,  his 
failures  and  despondencies — all  the  more 
public  side  of  him  and  his  interests  are 
thus  brought  before  us.  But  of  his  wife 
— the  mother  of  his  children — patiently 
working  on,  year  after  year,  auiidst  most 
straitened  conditions,  to  make  the  little 
go  a  great  way ;  doing  the  housework 
with  her  own  hands ;  making  and  mend- 
ing, turning  and  patching  the  children's 
clothes,  and  often  the  husband's  too — 
doing,  indeed,  all  the  family  sewing  her- 
self, and  generally  without  the  help  of  a 
machine ;  entering,  meantime,  into  all  the 
work  of  the  parish,  and  filling  her  place 
OS  "  the  minister's  wife ;  "  called  on  to 
be  hopeful,  cheerful,  bright,  happy,  as 
an  example  to  other  women,  yet  often 
worn  down  by  poverty,  uncertainty,  anx- 
iety, privation,  sickness,  overwork — of 
her  we  hear  little  and  think  less  than  we 
ought  Why  should  not  Christian 
women,  of  easier  conditions,  desire  to 
share  and  l)ear  and  lighten  some  of  such 
a  sister's  burdens  I 

/  Every  now  and  then  we  are  asked 
"  whether  there  is  any  call,  any  need,  for 
these  boxes  of  family  supplies  w^hich 
have  now,  for  several  years,  been  increas- 
ingly sent  ? "    This  question  was  recently 


brought  to  us  by  a  long- tried  and  faith- 
ful friend  in  Massachusetts,  who  added, 
by  way  of  explanation,  that  a  Secretary  of 
the  Home  Missionary  Society  was  reported 
to  have  said  recently,  at  Lowell,  that 
"  these  boxes  are  a  drug  in  the  market, 
we  have  more  on  hand  than  we  know 
what  to  do  with."  The  only  Secretary 
of  this  Society  who  has  lately  been  within 
a  hundred  miles  of  Lowell  is  the  present 
writer,  and  he  takes  this  opportunity  of 
quoting  Matt.  13  :28,  first  clause,  as  his 
answer.  No,  for  himself  and  for  his  asso- 
ciates he  now  says,  that  we  value  these 
gifts  as  above  price.  They  are  often  of 
unspeakable  value.  They  come  to  the  mis- 
sionary's wife  at  a  time  of  heart  sickness 
and  of  home- sickness,  when  she  is  ready 
to  sink,  and  they  put  new  life  into  her 
tired,  sinking  heart.  They  tell  her  that 
she  is  not  forgotten  ;  that  a  great  Christian 
love  is  following  her  to  her  home  so  far 
from  all  her  early  friends,  her  parents,  and 
the  scenes  for  which  she  sometimes  yearns 
beyond  language ;  they  lighten  the  bur- 
den so  that  she  can  take  it  up  again  and 
bear  it  on  sweetly,  with  a  dear,  thankful 
patience ;  they  clothe  him  whom  she  hon- 
ors and  tho  little  ones  that  she  loves,  when 
now  the  needle  had  dropped  from  her 
own  thin,  wasted  hand,  and  her  eyes  were 
full  of  tears  as  she  looked  at  the  emptied 
drawer,  the  increasingly  tattered  gar- 
ments, and  thought  of  what  "a  poor, 
weak  wife  and  mother  "  she  was  proving 

to  be. 

When,  if  ever,  the  time  comes  that  we 

want  no  more  of  such  boxes  as  rendex 
this  ser\icc,  we  will  say  so,  not  in  a  cor- 
ner but  on  the  housetop.  The  Christiaii 
women,  whose  hearts  are  true  and  whose 
hands  are  busy,  and  whose  gifts  have  bees 
making  it  possible  for  us  to  sustain  and 
push  on  this  work,  shall  hear  of  it  in 
good  season  and  through  these  columns 
Till  then,  we  beg  them  to  stand  by  us  ic 
their  accustomed  way — to  stand  by  then 
sisters  whom  they  have  so  long  blcssec 
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and  strengthened  for  Home  Missionary 
life  and  privation  by  these  gifts  of  love. 
For  special  suggestions,  we  may  refer 
to  the  coyer  of  The  Home  Missionary y 
Becond  page. 


Amono  the  many  forms  of  supplying 
a  hnngry  brother  in  his  missionary  labor, 
none  will  be  pleasanter  to  some  hearts 
than  that  of  helping  him  to  books.  We 
we  receiving  letters  from  earnest  minds 
among  those  hard- workers  at  the  front, 
which  are  such  as  often  to  try  our  souls. 
Take  the  following  as  a  specimen  : 

,  Kansas. 

Dkar  Bbothsh  :— No  doubt  you  are 
wearied,  perhaps  annoyed,  by  the  many 
caUs  upon  your  attention,  but,  notwith- 
standing, I  cannot  resist  the  temptation 
to  lay  my  case  before  you,  without  un- 
necesBarily  occupying  your  time.     I  will 
say  Uiat  I  am  here  among  a  very  intelli- 
gent and  well-bred  people,  endeavoring 
to  present  the  gospel  to  tliem  in  a  profit- 
able manner,   and  am   witliout    books. 
My  library  is  entirely  inadequate ;  in  fact, 
it  contains  so  little  of  value  to  mc  as  to 
be  practically  useless.    No  commentaries 
except  Barnes*  Notes  on  the  New  Testa- 
ment, and  those  borrowed ;   no  work?  on 
systematic    theology    except    D wight's 
Sermons,  also    borrowed ;    nothing    on 
pastoral    work,     ecclesiastical     history, 
church  polity — ^indeed,    nothing  except 
a  few   volumes    on    geneml     religious 
topics,  and  few  lexicons  and  text-books 
remaining  over  from  college  use. 

Of  courss  you  appreciate  the  difficulty 
of  my  situation.  I  am  not  able  to  l)uy 
books,  and  yet  it  seems  to  be  very  diffi- 
cult and  assuredly  very  unpleasant  to 
do  without  them.  If  you  know  any  one 
who  is  able  and  willing  to  help  me  to 
such  books  as  I  need  (second-hand  ones 
will  be  good  enough),  you  will  do  me  a 
great  service,  and  I  trust  also  one  to  our 
common  cause. 

....  I  hope  this  request  will  not 
appear  troublesome,  as  I  never  should 
have  made  it  if  I  could  see  a  better  way, 


and  if  my  necessities  were  not  urgent. 
The  work  here  is  very  encouraging. 
Last  communion  we  received  three  new 
adult  members — one,  a  gentleman  who 
holds  a  prominent  official  position  in  our 

county 

Very  respectfully, . 

What  can  one  say  in  reply  ?  A  young 
minister  whose  last  dollar  went  in  getting 
into  the  ministry,  and  who  now  finds 
himself  week  by  week  before  a  keenly 
intellectual  people,  and  is  without  one 
of  the  book-helps  demanded  by  the  age 
and  people  I  Because  the  preacher  was 
wise  he  taught  the  people  knowledge. 
"  Many  a  man  lives  a  burden  to  the  earth ; 
but  a  good  Book  is  the  precious  life- 
blood  of  a  master  spirit,  embalmed  and 
treasured  up  on  purpose  to  a  life  beyond 
life.  For  books  arc  not  absolutely  dead 
things,  but  do  contain  a  potency  of  life 
in  them  to  be  as  active  as  that  soul  was 
whose  progeny  they  are ;  nay,  they  do 
preserve,  as  in  a  vial,  the  purest  efficacy 
and  extraction  of  that  living  intellect 
that  bred  them." 

Many  a  friend  of  this  Home  Missiona- 
ry cause — many  a  pastor  making  chimges 
in  his  library  and  sending  condemned 
editions  to  the  auction  rooms — many  a 
layman  on  whose  shelves  the  worn  vol- 
ume, with  a  potency  of  life  in  it  still, 
stands  now  in  idleness — many  an  heir 
of  a  parental  library  with  here  and  there 
in  it  a  choice  book  having  the  **  precious 
life-blood  of  a  master  spirit  in  it"  yet, 
has  this  open  door  of  useful  giving 
now  set  before  him.  We  shall  be  glad 
to  serve  him  in  directing  his  eye  and 
hand  toward  eager  waiting  ones. 


FRUITAOB. 

More  than  thirty  years  ago,  when  a 
boy,  I  remember  a  visit  of  my  uncle,  just 
from  the  Seminary,  at  my  father's.  He 
was  on  his  way   "  out  West "   to  take 
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charge  of  a  home  missionary  church, 
recently  organized  at  Madison,  the  capi- 
tal of  Wisconsin  Territory.  That  was 
then  on  the  very  outskirts  of  civiliza- 
tion. A  city  had  been  laid  out,  but 
oaks  and  hazel  brush  abounded  far  more 
than  the  dwellings  of  men. 

Tlic  missionary,  with  his  young  wife, 
shared  in  the  privations  of  the  people. 
A  house  of  worship  was  needed.  The 
people  contributed  generously,  accord- 
ing to  their  means,  but  not  enough  to 
build  tlie  house.  Though  the  frame  was 
up,  and  partly  enclosed,  the  work  was 
about  to  cease.  Another  effort  was 
made  to  raise  enough  to  complete  it. 
The  missionary  sold  his  horse  and  put 
in  the  whole  avails  ;  the  work  was  com- 
pleted and  the  house  dedicated.*  For 
many  years  the  growth  of  that  church 
was  very  small.  Nurtured  by  the  Home 
Missionary  Society,  it  was  kept  from 
dying.  Two  thousand  dollars  of  aid 
was  granted  and  expended  before  the 
church  was  able  to  sustain  itself. 

And  now  what  is  the  fruitage  f  Dur- 
ing the  past  ten  years  four  hundred  and 
thirty  have  been  added  to  its  member- 
ship, and  more  than  $73,000  paid  in  for 
religious  purposes.  A  new  house  of 
worship  has  been  erected,  costing  over 
$40,000.  Tbe  present  membership  is 
three  hundred  and  seventy-seven  ;  mak- 
ing this  church  the  fourth  in  size  in  the 
State,  and,  in  activity  and  enterprise, 
nearly  the  first.  It  has  a  Sunday-school 
of  three  hundred  members,  and  during 
the  past  year  more  than  one  hundred 
have  professed  conversion. 

Surely,  the  $2,000  invested  by  the 
Home  Missionary  Society  in  this  church 
is  yielding  a  rich  percentage. 

H.  A.  M. 

PROM  THE  FRONT. 

[The  following  letter  comes  from  a 
faithful  and  reliable  missionary,  on  the 
field  and  hard  at  work.  For  obvious 
reasons  the  name  and  date  are  not  given.] 

ENCOURAOKMENTS. 

DuRrNO  the  year  and  a  half  I  have 
labored  here,  through  Good's  blessing  on  | 


our  labors,  we  have  doubled  the  church, 
and  have  built  a  bouse  of  worship, 
which  has  now  about  seventy-five  dollars 
of  debt  remaining  on  it,  that  I  trust 
will  soon  be  paid.  Then  we  can  dedi- 
cate it  to  the  Lord  and  have  a  spiritual 
home.  At  the  five  out-stations  congre- 
gations are  good,  and  I  feel  that  we  are 
doing  a  great  work  in  bringing  the 
gospel  to  these  pioneers.  At  one  of 
them  a  subscription  for  a  church  build- 
ing has  been  raised  by  your  missionary, 
and  if  the  aid  is  forthcoming  from  the 
Union,  we  shall  build  there  in  the 
autumn. 

A   SORE  TRIAL. 

We  have,  of  course,  our  discourage- 
ments. At ,  one  of  the  greatest,  per- 
haps, that  we  labor  under,  is  a  waiit  of 
similarity  in  previous  states  of  existence 
among  our  people.  A  great  many  of 
the  homesteaders  near  the  town  have  al- 
ways had  a  back  seat  and  have  l^ecome 
used  to  it.  On  the  other  hand  wu  have 
persons  who  were  the  smallest  end  of 
some  town- church  at  the  East,  or  in  the 
Interior,  but,  suddenly  brought  into 
prominence  in  this  newer  country,  now 
think  they  ought  to  rule  everything.  I 
am   troubled  with   one   family   of  this 

cliaractcr  at .     The  man  seems  to 

think  he  should  carry  the  church  in  his 
vest  pocket,  and  yet  he  is  not  a  worker ; 
while  his  wife,  more  energetic  and 
pushing,  has  become  quite  obnoxious  by 
her  overbearing  ways.  We  have  lost 
two  members  from  what  they  termed 
the  insults  of  this  brother.  ...  In  a 
large  church  there  would  be  no  difiliculty 
in  putting  these  persons  in  their  proper 
place ;  but  here,  where  in  the  fewness 
you  want  to  retain  all,  it  is  very  hard  to 
keep  them  from  doing  mischief.  Just 
now  we  ought  to  admit  the  Methodists 
into  our  house  of  worship — they  have 
no  place  but  a  grove  of  trees.  I  have 
not  brought  the  matter  before  the 
church,  but,  questioning  the  members 
privately,  I  found  that  all,  except  these 
two,  thought  it  the  Christian  thinc^to  do. 
But  they  fired  up  and  said  the  Methodists 
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"  should  nerer  go  in  by  their  consent, 
and,  if  they  did,  should  not  use  the 
organ,'*  etc,  eta  And  yet,  we  use  the 
church  only  half  the  time.  And  then 
the  Methodists  helped  us  on  the  building, 
one  man  giving  half  as  much  as  this 
IMotrephes.  I  do  not  fear  to  leave  this 
field  for  my  own  sake,  but  for  the  field's ; 
and  80  I  have  not  brought  this  matter 
before  the  church,  for  sliould  these  be  a 
minority  of  two,  they  would  be  ugly, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  would  strive  to  se- 
cure my  removaL 

WAIT  PATIENTLY. 

I  presume  other    brethren  have    the 

Mme  difficulties.    Time  will,  of  course, 

cnre  this.    As  more  men   of  the  right 

stamp  move  in,  these  will  come  to  occupy 

their  proper  position.    I  find  also  that 

there  is  a  mistake  sometimes  made  by 

Eastern  friends,   in  sending  means  for 

church  building,   etc.,   to  irresponsible 

parties,  and  the  money  is  lost.     I  do  not 

Imow  how  much  more  he  had  received, 

but  one  man  here  acknowledged — other 

persons  having  seen  the  draft — getting 

|40  from  some  friends  of  the  church  at 

the  East.     When  building,  I  applied  to 

him  for  the  money,  but  he  said  he  would 

not  pay  it  over  while  Mr. ,  a  man 

with  whom  he  had  some  quarrel,  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  church ;  and  we 
have  never  been  able  to  get  it. 


PROGRESS  IN   CALIFORNIA. 

The  story  of  CongregationaliBm  on 
this  Pacific  coast  has  been,  now,  like  the 
mustard  seed,  deemed  rather  insignificant 
at  first,  but  in  its  growth  marvelous,  and 
the  home  of  all  sweet-singing  birds; 
now,  like  the  good  seed,  which  the  sower 
scattered ;  particularly  because,  when  it 
fell  upon  any  hard  places,  there  was 
some  of  the  fowl-kind  ready  to  pick  it 
up ;  and,  now,  like  the  leaven,  because 
it  has  permeated  the  mass,  and  modified 
the  action  of  all  other  religious  bodies. 
For  there  is  no  Protestant  denomination 


among  us  that  can  now  do  anything 
otherwise  than  Congregationnlly,  in  fact, 
if  not  in  form ;  and  even  Roman  Cath- 
olicism dare  not  be  very  high-handed  in 
lording  it  over  the  laity.  To  this  extent 
all  denominations  have  been  Congrcga- 
tionalized,  and  not  one  dares  \ye  hard  or 
arbitrary,  under  pain  of  a  Congregational 
uprising  in  its  own  bosom 

It  has  proved  itself  a  polity  promotive 
of  harmony  and  good  will.  Congrega- 
tionalism has  here  felt  no  quarrel.  It 
has  produced  no  unpleasant  frictions. 
It  has  been  disturbed  by  no  jealousies. 
It  has  witnessed  none  but  the  most  gen- 
erous rivalries.  Not  a  harsh  measure 
has  been  adopted.  Not  a  single  unkind 
word  has  been  spoken.  Not  an  unwor- 
thy feeling  has  been  indulged.  Nowhere 
has  a  root  of  bitterness  Wen  planted. 
Each  has  given  the  other  his  liberty,  and 
has  greatly  enjoyed  his  own.  Simple 
loyalty  to  the  Master  and  sympathy  for 
the  cause  have  l>een  the  chains  of  gold 
which  have  bound  ministers  and  mem- 
l>ers  and  churches  together ;  and  so  tied, 
they  are  still  working  on  harmoniously 
toward  the  glorious  hopes  of  all  Christen- 
dom. 

The  power  of  Congregationalism  to 
work  efiiciently,  as  well  as  harmoniously, 
has  been  proven,  also ;  and  likewise  its 
adaptation  to  the  work  of  Christ,  in  all 
sorts  of  circumstances,  has  l)een  a))un- 
dantly  shown.  And  if  it  shall  have  still 
greater  honor  and  success  in  the  here- 
after, it  will  be  because  it  has  the  faculty 
of  making  better  Christians,  and  of  ma- 
king more  of  them,  and  more  out  of 
them,  than  any  other  mere  polity  can. 
And  we  are  constrained  to  regard  it  more 
and  more  as  in  line  with  the  laws  of  na- 
ture, and  in  conformity  with  the  doc- 
trines of  grace.  And  as  we  have  seen  it 
taking  its  place,  so  there  we  are  content 
to  leave  it,  amid  all  the  sweet  influences 
of  the  skies,  joined  with  the  eternal 
forces  of  the  universe,  and  moving  in 
concert  with  all  the  grandeurs  of  God. — 
Prof.  J.  A.  BentaUy  D.D. 
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American  Congregational  Union. 
Rkv.  Ray  Palmer,  D.D.,  Sec,  69  Bible 

House,  New  York. 
Rev.  Christopher  Gushing,  D.D.,  Sec, 

20  Congregational  House,  Boston. 
N.  A-  Calkins,  Treas.,  69  Bible  House, 

New  York. 

Words  to  Pastors.— Brother,  has  the 
church  to  which  you  minister  been  asked 
the  past  year  to  contribute  to  the  church- 
building  work  ?  Has  the  method  of  this 
work,  has  the  fundamental  importance 
of  this  work,  been  explained  to  them  and 
earnestly  pressed  on  their  attention  I  If 
so,  you  have  the  comfort  of  being  con- 
scious that  it  is  not  your  fault  if  tlie 
funds  in  the  treasury  are  inadequate  to 
meet  the  pressing  needs  of  the  new-bom 
church  organizations  on  the  frontier  ^d 
in  the  newer  States.  There  are  many 
pastors  who  have  this  comfort,  and  some 
have  it  this  year  who  have  not  had  it 
before. 

But,  Brother,  if  you  aro  one  of  many 
who,  for  any  reasons,  perhaps  for  valid 
reasons,  have  not  the  last  year,  or  in 
former  years,  pleaded  with  your  people 
on  behalf  of  the  young  churches,  we  ask 
your  special  attention  to  the  following 
statements,  in  the  confident  hope  that 
you  will  so  feel  their  force  that  you  will 
be  constrained  to  do  what  you  can,  this 
year,  to  secure  their  cheerful  and  liberal 
contributions  to  this  indis|>ensable  part 
of  our  general  work  of  Home  Evangeliza- 
tion. Certainly  it  will  afford  you  great 
satisfaction  to  learn,  as  the  current  work- 
ing year  draws  to  a  close,  that  in  a  great 
number  of  places  Christian  institutions 
have  been  placed  on  a  permanent  founda- 
tion, and  that  you  have  borne  an  efficient 
part  in  this  good  work  for  the  Christian 
cause.     Let  the  following  facts  be  noted: 

1.  That  although  the  number  of 
cliurches  contributing  to  the  Union  has 
steadily  increased  from  year  to  year,  and 
was  larger  the  last  two  years  than  in  any 


preceding — except  the  year  of  great 
special  effort — yet,  owing  to  the  wid< 
financial  distress,  the  average  from  each 
church  has  been  smaller  and  the  total 
amount  has  not  equaled  the  urgent 
demands  of  the  ever-widening  work. 

2.  That  because  of  this,  the  trustees  oi 
the  Union  have  not  only  not  dared  tc 
take  action  on  all  the  applications  placed 
before  them,  but  have  even  felt  oblige<3 
to  advise  that  churches  ready  to  make 
applications  should,  for  tlie  present, 
withhold  them ;  thus  checking  the 
natural  growth  of  our  new  organizatione 
and  the  healthful  progress  of  our  Con- 
gregational work.  They  have  done  t\m 
with  great  reluctance. 

8.  That  the  churches  that  have  gone 
on  to  build,  relying  on  the  prompt  aid  of 
the  Union,  are  greatly  embarrassed  and 
often  suffer  serious  loss,  when,  as  has 
recently  been  the  case  in  several  instan- 
ces,  they  are  compelled  to  wait  on  an 
exhausted  treasury.  There  is  no  help  for 
this  on  the  part  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Union.  The  only  remedy  is  to  be  found 
in  prompt  and  generous  contributions  from 
the  churches, 

4.  That  for  our  Congregational  churches 
not  to  push  on  vigorously  the  work  of 
church  building,  is  to  impose  great  hard- 
ships on  our  Home  Missionaries,  to  waste 
very  much  of  their  time  and  labor,  to 
lose  beyond  recovery  precious  opportuni- 
ties, and  to  retard  generally  the  work 
which  Christ  calls  us,  as  Congregation- 
alists,  to  do  for  him. 

We  cannot  but  believe  that  these  facta 
clearly  laid  before  the  churches  that  have 
not  hitherto  contributed  will  open  theii 
hearts  and  hands.  That  they  will  be  fell 
in  their  salutary  power  by  those  thai 
have  contributed,  we  are  sure.  The 
sooner  the  treasurer  can  have  the  meanf 
of  relieving  those  that  wait  for  grant! 
which  have  been  voted  them,  and  the 
trustees  be  warranted  in  acting  on  appli- 
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cttioDB  already  receiyed  and  Ftill  com- 
ing, the  better  will  it  be  for  the  prog- 
ress of  our  work  and  the  comfort  of  all 
concerned.  We  have  stated  the  case 
briefly.  We  beg  the  reader  not  to  lay  it 
down  and  forget  it. 

To  those  churches  that  have  finished 
their  edifices  and  placed  themselves  in  a 
pontion  to  rcceire  the  grants  voted  them, 
we  would  say,  that  the  treasurer  will 
lose  no  time  in  forwarding  the  money 
pledged  after  it  comes  into  his  hands ; 
ind  we  have  full  faith  that  those  who 
love  Christ  will  not  suffer  his  hands  to 
be  long  empty. 


COLLEGES. 


Amtrioan  Oollego  and   XSdacatlon  80- 

oioty. 

Riv.  Incrkasb  N.  Tarbox,  D.D.,  Sec. 

James  M.  Gordon,  Esq.,  Treas. 
Office,  No.  82  Cong.  House,  Boston. 

Money  may  be  sent  either  to  the  Treas- 
iirer,  in  Boston,  or  to  Rev.  R.  B.  How- 
ABD,  62  Bible  House,  New  York. 

Wk  give  some  of  the  facts  connected 
with  the  labors  of  the  year  which  has 
recently  closed.     The  whole  number  of 
yoong  men  on  our  list  for  the  year  was 
f9ur  hundred   and   eighteen^  connected 
with  thirty-five  colleges  and  theological 
schools.     Our  year  was  portions  of  two 
GoUegiate   years,  and  in  reporting  our 
numbers  for   a  year,  we  include  those 
theological    students    who  finish   their 
coarse  of  study  in  the  summer,  and  those 
who  come  upon  the  list  as  new  men  in 
theaatumn.    The  number  receiving  aid 
on  any  one  quarter-day  has  been  about 
three  hundred,  sometimes  a  few  more, 
and  sometimes  a  few  less.     Our  number 
for  the  whole  year  is  usually  about  one- 
fonith  larger  than  on  any  given  quarter, 
dty.    These  young  men  have  been  con- 
nected with  the  following  institutions  : 

THEOLOGICAL  8SMINARIE8. 

Andover 58    Chicago  17 

Bangor 47    Pacific 3 

New  Haven  ...  89    Lane 2 

Hartford 15  Boat  Univ. ... .     1 

Union   12  Heidelberg....     3 

Oberlin 82  

Total 279 


Amherst 38 

Harvard 4 

Williams 14 

Bowdoin    ....     6 

Bates... 2 

Dartmouth. ...  19 
Middlebury. .  .  3 
Univ.  of  Vt . .     3 

Yale 15 

Hamilton 1 

Oberlin 4 

Heidelberg. ...     3 

Wheaton 2 

Mich.  Univ. ...     1 


Olivet 6 

Beloit 3 

Ripon 4 

Iowa 8 

lo.  State  Univ..  3 

Tal)or 2 

How.    Univ 4 

Line.  Univ 1 

Illinois 2 

Carleton 1 

Drury . .  3 

Univ.  of  Kun . .  1 

Doane 1 


Total 


154 


In  Seminaries, 279 

In  Colleges, 154 


Deduct,  twice  counted 


433 

15 


Total, 418 

New  Men  Enrolled. 

The  number  of  new  applicants  ac- 
cepted and  placed  upon  our  roll  during 
the  past  year  is  unusually  large — one 
hundred  and  fourteen — and  it  is  interest- 
ing to  notice  the  States,  Territories,  and 
countries  from  which  they  come.  They 
report  themselves  to  us  as  follows : 


Maine 5     Wis.. 

N.  H 10     Iowa. 

Vt 4 


Minn 


6 
5 
1 


Mass. 


15     Mo 2 


Conn 5  Neb. . 

R.  1 1  Cal.. 

N.  Y 12  N.  C. 

N.  J 1  Va.  . 

Pcnn 9  Icel. . 

D.  C 1  Eng. 


3 


Ohio 10  Can 

Mich 4  So.  Amer. 

2  Nov.  Sco. 

6  India.... 


Ind. 

ni.. 


Total 


11 


This  record  will  confirm  the  statemeu 
of  President  Chapin,  published  in  an 
earlier  part  of  this  Report.  Of  these 
new  applicants,  only  forty  are  from  New 
England,  against  aetenty-four  from  other 
1  parts  of  the  country  and  abroad. 
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September, 


Inereaie  of  Ben^iaries, 

The  gradual  increase  in  the  number  of 
young  men  on  our  list  will  be  clearly 
shown  by  the  following  table,  which 
reaches  back  to  the  close  of  the  war, 
each  year  ending  April  30 : 


1865,   number  aided  was 
1866, 


i( 


t( 


200 
253 


1867,  number  aided  was 

1868, 

1869, 

1870, 

1871, 

1872, 

1878, 

1874, 

1875, 

1876, 


i4 
« 
(i 
l( 
<i 
it 
tt 
(( 
t( 


tl 
« 

u 
a 
(( 
ti 

u 


298 
851 
888 
854 
888 
86t 
861 
878 
418 
488 


3^)rtr0tntm«ttt]S  in  futtf,  1876. 


Not  in  commtnion  last  year, 

Rer.  Howard  W.  Stratton,  Albany.  Or. 

Kev.  Isaac  CJixx'.ell,  T)c  Witt  and  Western,  Neb. 

Rev.  John  A.  Woodbum,  Plam  Creek,  Capioma  and 

Sother,  Kan. 
Rev.  AdanjK  Simpson,  Fairmont,  WeRtford  and  Chain 

LakcH  CenttT,  Minn. 
Rev.  (i«oivo  It.  llaiiwini,  Waverly,  Iowa. 
Rev.  NAthaii  L.  Biirt^m,  Avoch  and  Stonghton,  Wis. 
Rev.  Hiidloy  M.  Cro«hie,  Si^ymour  and  Angelica,  Wia. 
Rev.  John  Fassett,  Hartland,  Wis, 
Rev.  Hciuaii  Saflord,  We»t  Rosendale  and  Mctc»men, 

Wis. 
Rev.  Oi-onro  W.  Wainwright,  FranklinviUe  and  Ray 

ni'»nd  Center,  Wis. 
Rev.  Smith  D.  Fry,  Grandville,  Mich. 

He'ComtntMitoned. 

Rev.  Hngh  C.  WaUhe,  Oroville  and  Wyandotte,  Cal. 
Rev.  Walter  M.  Barrowis  Salt  Lake  City,  Uuh. 
Rev.  Stowart  Sheldon,  Gewral  Misrfonary  in  Dnkota. 
Rev.  Luther  H.  Piatt,  Burlington,  Kan. 
Rev,  Henry  C.  So^tfoixl,  North  Topeka,  Kan. 
Rev.  Kilwurd  Skinner,  Hilford  and  out-Btations,  Kan. 
Rev.  John  Vetter,  Peace,  Kan. 


Rev.  Robert  S.  Armstrong,    McPhemon,  Janesville 

and  vicinity,  Minn. 
Rev.  David  W.  Rosenkran^  Little  Falla  and  BeUe 

Prairie,  Minn. 
Rev.  Daniel  M.  Breckenridf^e,  PL  Dodge,  Iowa. 
Rev.  George  \V,  Palmer,  Carroll,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Alexander  Parker,  Mitchell,  Iowa. 
Rev.  William  8.  Potwin.  Monona,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Horatio  M.  Caite,  Allen'H  Grove,  Win. 
Rev.   Daniel  W.  OiUmore,  Potoai,  Burton  and  Xt. 

Zion,  WiR. 
Rev.  Jtimes  W.  Harria,  Evansrille  and  Cooksrffle, 

Wis. 
Rev.  Frederick  Iferbrechtcr.  Stockbridge.  Wia. 
Rev.  Edward  N.  Ruddock,  Dartford.  Wia. 
Rev.  Simon  Spyker,  Ithaca  and  Soxtonvlllo,  WU, 
Rev.  Ludwig  Wolf^en,"  Plymouth  and  Lyndon,  Wta. 
Rev.  Danforth  L.  Eaton,  Lowell,  Mich. 
Rev.  John  F.  Giaf,  Palmyra,  Mo. 
Rev.  Joseph  S.  Rounoe,  Pauldingville,  Mo. 
Rev.  Andrew  J.  Smith,  Nw)?*ho,  Mo. 
Rev.  Charlen  H.  Rogera,  Chicago,  IlL 
Rev.  Alfred  Connet,  Solsberry,  Ind. 
Rer.  Charle*  S.  Warburton,  Elkhart,  Ind. 
Rev.  G«)rge  M.  MoEckron,  Parkville,  N.  Y. 


§>tJCti^U   ttt   gttlj|>    1876. 


MAINE— $4.36. 
Topsham,  I  y  Rev.  N.  W.  Grover, 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE— $1,178.89. 
Acworth,  by  Rev.  J.  Manihall, 
Bosoawen,  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Freeman, 
Kccne,  r^egaoy  of  Dea.  J.  W.  Binney,  by  B. 
lliploy.  adm., 

VERMONT— $621.88. 

Brattleboro,  Legacy  of  J.  L.  Dickerman, 
by  N.  B.  Williston,  adm., 

MASS  ACHUSETTS— $S,287.78. 

Bradford,  Legacy  of  Elizabeth  A  Peabody, 

by  J.  C.  Peabody,  Ex., 
OlouccHter,  On  account  of  L^acy  of  A.  H. 

Bray, 
Northampton,  W., 
Oxford,  FirHt,  by  E.  S.  Peam, 
Sheffield,  First,  by  T.  C.  Wickwire, 
Wakelield,  Legi»cy  of  Elizabeth  W.  Stowell, 

by  C.  W.  Enton,  adm., 
Ware,  On  account  of  Legacy  of  Oirin  Sage, 

by  W.  Hyde,  Ex.. 
Almira  Smith,  by  J.  Yale, 
Worcester,  Mrs.  A  D.  Foater, 


$4  35 

6  46 
12  lU 

1,161  81 


621  83 


200  00 


8  28 

100  00 

2»00 

4  60 

360  GO 

2,500  00 

2  00 

100  00 

RHODE   ISLAND— $24.00. 

SlaterKville.  by  W.  H.  Seagrave.  $24  00 

OOXNECTICUT— $2,667.00. 
Received  by  F.  T.  Jarman  : 

EaKt  Haven,  $10  60 

KadiRon,  add'l,  1  CX) 

WalUngford,  53  00 

0460 

Bridgeport,  Sabbath- inhool  of  Second,  by 

E.  Sterling,  Snpt.,  75  00 

Danbnry,  S^ibbath-achool  of  First,  by  L.  P. 

Treadwell,  Supt.,  40  00 

FairAeld,  Legacy  of  Miss  Mary  Mills,   by 

Catharine  M.  Beers,  160  00 

Fair  Haven,  First,  by  W.  Hemming  way,         51  17 
GoHhen,  by  H.  P.  Mennin,  60  00 

Greenwich,  A,  20  00 

Higganum,  by  S.  Gladwin,  6  00 

KillinKWorth,  Legacy  of  J.  P.  Lane,  by  N. 

Lane,  Ex.,  67  00 

Middlefield,   by    Rev.   A.   C.  Denison,   to 

const.  A  H.  Atigur  and  H.  Lyman  L. 

Ms.,  60  00 

Middletown,  F.  L.  Pease,  5  00 

Ralph    Dunning,    by    C.    A 

Broadman,  80  00 
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Idford.  Pint.  Addn,  hy  E.  B.  Piatt* 

Sew  Britain,  lin.  W.  H.  Smith,  by  Her.  W. 

H.M«>Qre, 
Kcv  HaTen.  A  Friend, 

A  Friend,  **  Oentezmlal  oflei^ 

SmhCeld,  by  J.  H.  Hopkins 

Sorwalk.  F.n«t,  of  which  ^30  from  Rer.  8. 

B.  S.  BJKwll,  by  J.  B.  Wilaon, 
BoondHilL.  Isaibc  Kiiapp, 
Soffidd.  On  aoritnnt    of  Legacy   of  Miw 

Bet«j  HaiichtU,  by  W.  H.  Remington, 

•dm.. 
W««  Bmok,  men.  con.,  by  L  N.  Spencer, 
Wiii4rd.  by  C.  H.  Blake, 
Woodbary,  I^-gacy  in  fall  of  R.  J.  Allen, 

by  G.  B.  Lewis  Ex., 

KEW  YORK— $»».47. 
KaoMved  by  Kev.  Ur.  J.  C.  Holbrook  : 

Antverp.  f  S6  00 

Cinaan  Fonr  Comcm,  18  00 

MiMv  at  Habbonl  Uonae,  6  OU 

Minriiaown,  11  09 

Phowix,  90  00 

P<*rtJaD.l,  12  hO 

Spenoeport,  and  Sabbath- ichool  46  27 

iAyflle.  bv  Rev.  S.  F.  Porter, 

Brookl)Tj  Park,  by  T.  Hudiion, 

BuffaK  •  .  W.  B.. 

CaoMi.ldlj,'ua,  by  E.  Cr.  Tyler, 

CftomLu-.  llt-v.  C.  It.  BoMett, 

Blii^arBh.  S<^  oi  d.  by  Rev,  S.  Y.  Lmn, 

noj-biiip.  Fin-t.  b\  R.  B.  Paraona, 

Gmm..,  by  lltv.  A.  B.  Dillcy, 

Leeds,  J.  E.  S., 

Monvaufa.  Fiivt.  by  H.  D,  Leonard, 

X«f  y«*rk  City,  Pr<If.  B.  S.  Martin,  D.D., 

PlErrj,  Ott  aoo/unt  of  Legacy  of  John  Bor- 

dra. 
Sooth  Canton,  >»y  Rer.  A   S,  Shafer, 
Voia^TT.  Fiwu  by  liev.  W.  W.  Warner, 

SEW  JERSEY— t:i*-4.t  0. 
Inrinirri.n.  lie*-.  A.  Underwood, 
(frtLUfit;  Tr.bity, 

OHIO-SI*  6  n. 
Cfereiand  On  occonnt  of  Lojracy  of  B.  Tay- 
U..T.  by  J.N.  Taylor,  Ex., 

KDIANA— $1H<U 
BrazU  J.  E.  Chad  wick, 
Koki-tu-^,  I  ir-u  by  R«v.  A.  8.  Wood, 

ILLINOIS— 3i«r:.:>. 

BttWTMi  i.y  lu'\.  M.  K.  Wbittl«cy: 

Jack-o:.\i:i«.'.  to  ci>n»t.   O.  N.  Bailey  and 
H.  K.  Sturr^  L.  Ma^  #71  05 

Lu:ci-tD.  6  U) 


#10  89 

60  00 
10  00 

10  00 
94  66 

118  66 
6  00 


660  00 
9  20 
6  00 

1,280  00 


AlUny.  Mr-.  Olda. 

A*"n.  Mr>.  C.Vi.nda  Woods, 

Ch  «■»>:••.  K  r-T.  aildl. 

La  Kair;-' .  ^  J  R<:v.  W.  Wakefidd, 

Laka'  ]*•. 

Xe-Ajirk,   i{  .race  Day, 

ft^K  I  kik. 

r'>l'.MT  <;r.>v*'.  Fir-t,  by  J.  W.  Warren, 

B--*?:.  on  I.  1}  <^  ha>.  F.  Hill, 

Wh^ajoi;,  Kiri4  Cn.  i.f  Chrat, 

W\:l:.,  b.  l:e..  W.  B.  Bachtell, 

MLSSi^LKI— »Al*>5. 
GaLf  ni.a  Mk.i  Munitean,  by  Rcr.  F.  O. 

Gfe«;.  k-  tr^.  S*» :  Windaor,  #22  30,  by  Rev. 

8c  I>.'Q.)'.  t  i:M.  oy  C.  H.  DaTia, 
XICHI  r.SJS— ^17411. 

Kiw^i\f-i  oy  lu*.  W.  B.  WiUanu: 
tj.i-^vi.  #S5  65 

El.  J.  bcs  iKra.  Walker,  2U0 

AOoran.  F:r<.  by  S.  S.  Dryden,  of  which 
f3>  fron.  Mr  .   E.  Booth,  to  oonat.  Mia. 
W  .:aro  B^Dkhaiua  L.  M., 
Ouue.  b>  Rev.  W.  L.  Caapi, 
Fraaaioru  F.n<,  by  Ker.  L^  F.  Waldoi, 


188  16 
18  26 
20  00 
60  00 

165  00 

7  00 

12  ( 0 

13  00 
1-iOO 

6  UO 

6  73 

26  00 

46^7  11 

8  21 
42  00 

ZO  00 
200 


106  12 

8  00 
16  00 


76  06 

1  OU 

2  00 
65  &7 
10  bl 
27  00 

6  10 

SI  00 

6  5(1 
13  75 

19  Off 

7  40 


1  50 

80  80 
1Tb  05 


87  66 


40  00 

11  Oil 

900 


Heraey.  a«W'I,  fiOctM.;  Reed  City,  add'l,  #1.75, 

by  Rev.  O.  B.  Watera, 
Mancclona,  by  Rev.  8.  ().  Br>'ant, 
Middleville,  Firnt,  by  Rev.  B.  Moore, 
Nankin,  Rev.  8.   Porter, 
Kunica,  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Kidder, 
Olive  und  Robinson,  by  Itev.  L.  H.  Barber, 
Ot«ro  Lake.  »»y  Rev.  E.  E.  KirkJnnd, 
Pinckncy,  Firht,  by  Rev,  J .  M.  Campbell, 

WISCONSIN— $438.50. 
Appleton,  G.  W.  1'., 
Outngamie  Miaa.  8oc.,  by  Rer.  W.  B.  Wll- 

liaina, 

I)o.,  by  Rev.  H.  Croabio, 
Delavan.  First,  by  (i.  L.  Collie, 
De  Soto,  Wheatland  and  Sterling,  by  Rev. 

8.  H.  Ttiomiwon, 
Fond  dn  I^«-,  ( )n  accoant  of  legacy  of  Dea. 

Ira  Horuihion,  by  lU-v.  F.  11.  Doe, 
Menomonoc  Falln,  lU^v.  T.  Ixxiinia, 
Racine,   Firsi,  by  R.  S.  A(lariu», 
Sharon,  Ijy  Rev."  A.  M.  Case. 
Sheboyfjran  FalK  by  Rev.  8.  Morrison, 
Wautonm.  #5 ;  Poyaippi,  #5,  by  Rev.  D.  A. 

Campbell, 

IOWA— S14^.00. 
ReceiviHj  by  Rrv.  J.  W.  Pickett : 

Bnrlln»rt<in,  Woinan'i*  Mi**.  8oc.,  #9  00 

DaveniHJrt,  Jacob  FaCh,  5  00 

Ma^catine,  10  (N) 

Penriv.il,  18  00 

Pine  Creek,  8  «2 

Wilton,  Mr*.  8.  B.  R.,  lU  UO 


Bear  Grove,  by  Rev.  C.  Little, 

DubU'iue.  by  W.  C.  Chamberlain,  to  const. 

Mrrt.  Jenne  Dick.nnon  a  L.  M.. 
Maquo'.coui,  Miss.  Soc.,  bv  F.  i>.  Lyman, 
OaaKC  Wwmann  Mi«f«.   8  kj..    by   Rev.   E. 

Adainx.  in  full,  u>  coiu>t.  Mrn.  I.^  Beebe 

aL.  M., 
WiUiain>.biin5h,  Welsh,  by  Rev.  M.£.Da\iefl, 
MINNESOTA— $112  07. 

Receive.1  bv  Rev.  L.  H.  Cobb: 

ElKin.  ^ii ;  Tw.i  mlt<>H,  2JV-.,  #6  25 

PUiinview.   in  lull  to  eonati- 
tute  A.  B.  C.  DouglaiM  a  L.  M.,     23  75 

Hntchin-<in,  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Graves 
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Go, Preach  the  Gk>sPEL Mark  xvi.  16. 

How  shall  thej  preaoh  except  thej  be  sent  ?  .  Horn,  x.  15. 
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No.  6. 


CHURCH  FINANCES. 

The  snbetance  of  a  pai>er  read  before  the  General  Associations  of  Michigan  and 
Indiana,  at  their  meetings,  in  May,  1876,  by  Rev.  Wot.cott  B.  Williams,  Superin- 
tendent  for  Southern  Michigan. 

[It  is  eyident  that  the  system  of  *^  weekly  ofFerings  '*  in  some  form  is  gaining  favor 

with  those  who  believe  in  and  mean  to  practice  systematic  giving  at  all.     Most  of  the 

ehorches.  whether  feeble  or  strong,  in  the  East  or  the  West,  that  have  adopted  it,  say 

after  trial  that  they  could  not  be  persuaded  to  give  it  up  for  any  other.     Frequent  in 

qoiries  as  to  the  plan,  that  reach  us,  show  that  an  increasing  number  of  churches  are 

discussing  it.     No  question  is  more  common  than  this  :  *'  How  do  you  tcork  the  plan  f  " 

Jfow  and  then  we  hear :   '*  The  theory  is  good,  but  only  experts  can  make  it  work.     We 

tried  it  awhile,  but  there  is  so  much  detail,  we  found  so  many  *  hitches'  about  it,  we 

got  discouraged,  and  gave  it  up." 

For  the  information  of  inquirers,  and  the  encouragement  of  doubters  as  to  the  fea- 
nbflity  of  the  system,  we  are  glad  to  publish  the  following  suggestions,  supplementing 
the  article  by  Rev.  Mr.  De  Forest,  in  our  April  number,  and  that  by  Supt.  Pickett, 
in  the  number  for  last  month.  Supt.  Williams  has  long  taken  a  warm  interest  in  the 
matter,  and  has  had  unusual  opportunities  to  observe  the  actual  working  of  various 
methods.  His  chief  aim  here  is  to  answer  the  question,  ^*  How  do  you  work  the  plan 
of  weekly  offerings  ?  "  A  great  merit  of  the  paper,  therefore,  is  in  its  detail.  He 
does  not  claim  that  the  precise  method  he  describes  is  the  best  absolutely,  nor  that  it 
is  sure  to  work  well  everywhere.  But  he  does  claim  to  give  the  outlines  of  a  method 
that  all  can  understand,  and  can  try  if  they  please.  It  does  not  require  supernatural 
skill  to  make  the  experiment,  though  it  may  call  for  no  little  patience  and  perseverance 
to  insure  its  suocess.  We  believe,  with  Mr.  Williams,  that  it  is  well  worth  the  while 
for  our  churches,  particularly  in  the  newer  fields,  to  adopt  this  or  some  other  method 
which  this  may  suggest,  for  drawing  out  the  larger  gifts  of  the  able  and  willing  in  the 
way  most  convenient  for  them,  and  securing  the  mites  of  the  poor,  which  else  would 
not  only  be  lost,  but  would  carry  with  them  no  little  of  the  self-respect  and  spiritual 
pfTofit  that  are  worth  far  more  than  the  money.  We  would  suggest  the  importance  of 
having  it  anderstood  in  new.  shifting  communities,  and  wherever  employment  is  tran- 
sient and  uncertain,  that  the  pledges  are  not  necessarily  to  hold  for  a  year,  nor  even 
for  a  few  months,  but  week  by  week,  as  long  as  the  subscriber's  circumstances  will 
aUow.— Ed.] 


134  THB  HOMR  lOBsioNABT.  October, 

Thb  UBual  method  of  providing  for  the  pastor^s  salary  and  the  current  expenses 
of  our  churches  are  two,  viz. :  by  subscriptions,  and  by  the  annual  renting  of  slips, 
with  rent  paid  quarterly  or  yearly.  In  some  places  the  public  sentiment  is  such 
that  the  renting  of  slips  is  impracticable,  and  hence  the  dependence  on  subscriptions. 
Where  public  sentiment  will  allow  it,  more  money  can  be  raised,  and  that  raised 
more  easily,  by  renting  the  slips  than  by  subscription.  And  yet  on  both  these  plans 
there  is  usually  a  shrinkage  which  must  be  made  up  in  some  way.  In  almost  every 
society  there  are  a  few  generous  and  public-spirited  men,  not  members  of  the  church, 
who  nevertheless  help  year  after  year  in  making  up  these  deficiencies,  until  they 
become  discouraged  and  disgusted,  and  abandon  the  society.  Some  of  the  noblest 
men  we  have  are  in  this  way  repelled  from  the  churches  and  embittered  towards 
them.  The  evils  named  are  harassing  many  of  our  strong  churches,  as  well  as  the 
weaker  ones.  The  plan  of  meeting  the  pastor's  salary  and  current  expenses  by 
weekly  offerings  largely  obviates  these  difficulties,  and  hence  is  rapidly  gaining  favor. 
Many  still  regard  this  mode  as  an  experiment ;  but  it  has  been  thoroughly  tested 
in  city  and  in  country,  in  strong  and  in  feeble  churches,  and  almost  uniformly  with 
complete  success. 

We  now  proceed  to  describe  somewhat  minutely  a  good  plan,  premising  that  the  de- 
tails of  it  can  be  endlessly  varied,  and  lioping  that  every  man  will  exercise  his  inge- 
nuity to  improve  it  and  adapt  it  more  fully  to  the  wants  of  his  own  congregation. 

How  Inaugurated. — Explain  the  plan  to  the  leading  men  in  the  parish  and  se- 
cure their  approval  and  co-operation,  or  at  least  consent  that  the  experiment  be  tried. 
Let  the  minister  explain  and  enforce  it  in  a  public  discourse  from  1  Cor.  xvL  2. 
Then  call  a  meeting  of  the  society  and  secure  a  vote  in  favor  of  trying  it  for  a  year. 
Perfect  unanimity  is  not  essential  to  its  success.  Old  men  are  apt  to  be  conserva- 
tive and  to  think  nothing  can  be  better  than  the  old  way.  If  a  diversity  of  opin- 
ion arises,  this  need  not  defeat  the  experiment,  if  those  who  object  are  willing  that 
those  who  approve  of  it  should  try  it.  Some  men  who  feel  very  little  interest  in 
the  church,  for  the  sake  of  their  pious  wives  will  give  something  every  year,  but 
are  unwilling  to  be  troubled  with  a  weekly  payment.  Let  them  pay  in  their  own 
way.  Others  receive  their  wages  quarterly,  and  much  prefer  to  pay  quarterly. 
Let  them  do  so.  Still  a  goodly  number  will  pay  weekly,  and  the  number  will  in- 
crease from  year  to  year.  Some  country  churches  object  to  this  mode  because  the 
people  are  poor,  and  have  nothing  to  sell  from  New- Year  until  sheep-shearing  in 
June.  If  this  be  really  so,  let  t^em  adopt  the  plan  of  weekly  payments  from 
July  till  January.  It  will  grow  in  favor  until  it  will  finally  include  the  whole  year. 

Fbee  Seats. — Tlie  question  whether  the  seats  shall  be  free  or  rented  has  no  con-, 
nection  whatever  with  the  question  of  weekly  offerings.     Each  must  stand  or  fal* 
upon  its  own  merits. 

Treasurer. — Be  sure  to  secure  a  good^  thorough,  and  accurate  man  or  woman  to 
serve  as  Treasurer  ;  one  who  wields  a  ready  pen,  is  a  fair  accountant,  and  not  afraid 
of  work  that  involves  many  small  details. 

Securing  Pledges. — The  experiment  of  relying  upon  collections  without  pre- 
vious pledges  having  been  made,  has  almost  always  quickly  proved  a  failure. 
Tlie  congregation  should  be  thoroughly  canvassed.  Particular  care  should  be  taken 
that  no  one  is  omitted  in  the. canvassing  because  of  poverty.  Let  it  be  understood 
that  here  is  one  matter  in  which  every  man,  woman,  and  child  is  to  have  a  hand ; 
and  that  even  one  cent  a  week  is  cheerfully  accepted  from  those  who  ought  not  to 
give  two.  It  is  essential  that  every  one  who  will  do  so,  state  beforehand  how 
much  he  will  give  weekly,  for  salary  and  current  expenses.  His  name  and  the  sum 
he  will  thus  give  may  be  put  down  on  a  card  or  in  note  form  thus : 
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**Upon  the  lint  daj  d  the  w«ek  let  ereiy  one  of  yon  lay  by  him  In  itore,  u  God  hath  prospered 

him."— 1  Cor.  xvl.  2. 

CONGREGATIONAL    CHURCH  OP 

NO FOB  THE   YEAH  187 


I  HEREBY  AGREE  to  pay  to  the  Tnuftees  of  thU  Church  and  Society, 

thtweOytum  of Dollars, CenU,  f<yr  RENT 

OF, PEW  NO to  he  deponited  in  an  envelope. 

187.... 

Signature 


**  Will  a  man  rob  God?*"    Malachi  UL  8. 

If  the  seats  are  free,  alter  the  form  to  Boit  the  facts. 

Be  careful  that  the  poor  do  not  pledge  too  muehy  for  some  will  promise  twenty-five 
cents  t  week,  who  really  ought  not  to  give  more  than  ten  cents.  Sometimes  the 
bead  of  the  family  will  give  for  the  entire  household,  and  sometimes  every  member 
of  every  family  will  give.  The  latter  mode  greatly  increases  thelabor  of  keeping 
tbe  lecoonts,  but  the  gain  will  abundantly  compensate  for  the  trouble,  for  the  edu- 
foiihg  influence  is  of  vast  importance.  In  this  way  we  accustom  the  youth  from 
childhood  to  bear  a  part  of  the  expense  of  public  worship. 

Then  many  young  people  habitually  attend  church  whose  parents  do  not  attend. 

If  the  children  of  church- members  and  of  those  most  interested  in  the  church  give 

nothing,  the  other  young  people  will  excuse  themselves  from  doing  anything. 

Whereas,  if  every  member  of  every  family  gives  something,  it  tends  to  lead  all 

these  outsiders  to  do  the  same,  and  thus  there  is  great  gain.     So,  there  are  many 

widows,  young  people,  and  others  of  limited  means,  who  never  think  of  renting  a 

slip,  and  to  whom  a  subscription  paper  is  never  presented,  who  will  nevertheless 

gladly  pay  so  small  a  sum  as  five  or  ten  cents  a  week,  if  it  would  be  accepted ; 

and  the  aggregate  of  these  dimes  and  half- dimes  affects  the  results  at  the  close  of 

the  year  most  happily. 

After  the  pledges  are  all  in,  enter  the  names  in  a  book  of  record,  arranging 
them  (for  convenienoe  in  collecting)  so  that  the  names  of  people  who  live  near 
each  other  shall  stand  near  each  other  on  the  book. 

Let  every  name  be  numbered  and  known  by  its  number.  Give  to  each  subscriber 
thirteen  little  envelopes,  each  one  having  his  number  on  the  upper  left-hand  comer, 
and  the  amount  he  proposes  to  pay  weekly  on  the  upper  right-hand  comer.  A 
little  "  elastic  ^*  can  be  slipped  around  the  package  and  the  whole  inclosed  in  a 
larger  envelope,  and  mailed  with  a  penny  stamp  and  proper  address  ;  so  every  sub- 
scriber will  have  an  outfit  for  three  months. 

CoLUDCTiHO  THE  OFFERINGS. — Somc  put  up  boxes  by  the  church  doors,  so  that 
the  contributions  can  be  dropped  in  as  the  audience  passes  out.  This  method  does 
not  often  work  well.  People  do  not  like  to  stop  to  put  in  their  contributions  while 
an  impatient  crowd  are  pressing  them  from  behind ;  and  those  who  have  no  special 
interest  in  the  matter  are  not  apt  to  see  the  boxes.  Another  mode  is  to  have  a 
small  box  in  the  book-rack  in  each  slip,  in  which,  at  a  given  signal,  all  contributions 
are  deposited.  This  works  better.  It  is  the  most  expeditious  way  and  saves  the 
troablo  of  passing  the  boxes.  But  experience  shows  that  no  method  of  making 
these  collections  is  quite  so  successful  as  the  old  fashion  of  passing  round  the 
boxes. 

On  Monday  let  the  Treasurer  examine  each  envelope,  and  see  whether  the  con- 
tents agree  with  the  amount  indicated  on  the  outside.     If  it  does  not,  alter  the 
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figures  to  correspond  with  the  amount  within ;  then  arrange  the  envelopes  accord- 
ing to  their  numbers,  and  credit  each  man  with  the  amount  paid. 

[Books  nicely  ruled  for  keeping  account  of  collections  can  be  bad  of  Frederick 
Tread waj,  151  East  38d  street,  N.  T.  They  also  contain  full  directions  for  keeping 
the  accounts.  A  book  large  enough  for  100  names  during  two  years  will  cost,  post- 
paid, $1.00.  One  large  enough  for  500  names,  two  years,  $2.00.  The  small  envelopes 
can  be  had  of  any  bookseller  at  from  seventy-five  cents  to  one  dollar  a  thousand.] 

Dblinqubnts. — Some  persons  will  be  careless  or  negligent  about  making  their 
weekly  payments.  On  the  last  Sabbath  but  one  in  each  quarter,  let  the  Treasurer 
have  a  notice  read  from  the  pulpit,  requesting  all  those  who  know  that  they  are 
behind  in  their  weekly  payments  to  bring  the  amount  on  the  next  Sabbath,  as  the 
Treasurer  wishes  to  balance  his  books  at  the  end  of  every  quarter.  This  notice  will 
bring  up  several  delinquents,  and  to  the  others  let  the  Treasurer  send  through  the 
post-office  a  statement  of  his  account  in  the  following  form : 

187C. 

Mil. 

In  acct.  with Congregational  Society. 

DR. 

To  amount  pledged  for  Slip  Rent  from  January  Ist,  1876,  to  date, 

being weeks,  at ct« $  

CR 


By  amount  paid  Treasurer  to  date $ 

Balance  remaining  due  at  this  date  for  1876 $ . 

Add  amount  due  for  1875 $ . 

Amount  overpaid  at  this  date $ 


Very  respectfully, 

Trecuurer, 

Although  this  is  not  really  a  dun,  it  has  all  the  moral  force  of  one. 

Another  mode  that  can  be  used  independently  of  this  or  supplementary  to  it,  is 
to  group  together  fifteen  or  twenty  names  in  a  neighborhood,  and  appoint  some 
young  man  or  woman  as  collector  for  that  neighborhood.  Then  let  the  Treasurer 
furnish  this  sub-collector,  either  quarterly  or  semi-annually,  with  a  statement  of 
the  accounts  of  all  delinquents  in  his  vicinity,  and  let  him  collect  these  and  report 
to  the  Treasurer.  This  obviates  the  delicacy  that  some  business  men  feel  alx>ut 
dunning  for  the  whole  society  in  addition  to  the  work  of  this  kind  that  they  must 
needs  do  in  their  own  business. 

Bffect  on  the  Audience. — If  collections  be  taken  up  in  a  church  only  three 
or  four  times  a  year,  the  collection  tends  to  keep  people  from  the  church.  But 
facts  show  that  wTven  collections  are  taken  up  once  or  ttoiee  on  every  Sabbath^  it  does 
not  drive  the  people  away.  Some  will  make  an  outcry  at  first,  but  soon  become  ac- 
customed to  it  and  make  no  more  objection.  Then,  too,  other  persons  will  go  to 
church  for  the  sake  of  keeping  up  their  weekly  payment,  who  but  for  this  would 
not  go.  While  balancing  the  question  whether  they  shall  go  to  church  on  a  given 
Sabbath,  this  is  the  grain  of  sand  that  turns  the  scale. 

Working  op  the  Two  Plans. — A  small  church  wishes  to  raise  a  salary  of 
$600.  A  subscription  paper  is  drawn  up  and  vigorously  circulated  until  $550  are 
on  it  It  is  then  considered  safe  to  promise  the  $600,  because  several  persons  who 
wiU  subscribe  were  not  at  home  when  called  on,  and  those  who  have  the  matter  in 
hand  propose  to  take  hold  of  it  again  when  they  have  leisure  and  see  that  the  full 
amount  is  secured.  But  the  men  who  circulate  subscriptions  effectually  are  pro- 
verbially the  busy  men,  and  the  work  is  deferred  from  time  to  time,  until  finally  it 
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is  left  undone.  In  settling  up  accounts  at  the  end  of  the  year,  it  is  found  that  one 
man  has  failed  in  business,  and  $15  are  lost  by  him.  A  subscription  of  $10  is  lost 
by  the  death  of  the  subscriber,  and  $5  more  are  lost  by  the  removal  of  the  family 
from  town  before  the  whole  subscription  was  paid.  The  landlord  took  offence  at 
a  temperance  sermon  and  refused  to  pay  his  subscription  of  $5 ;  so,  by  these  un- 
foreseen erents,  there  is  a  still  further  shrinkage  of  $35,  making  a  total  deficiency 
of  $85.  This  is  made  up  by  five  generous  men  who  divide  it  between  them  and 
pay  |17  each,  in  addition  to  *their  regular  subscription.  The  sexton  must  have 
|52  for  care  of  the  house,  and  this  is  raised  by  an  oyster  supper.  For  fuel,  lights, 
and  repairs,  $20  more  are  needed,  which  they  raise  by  '*  sociables.^'  This  exhausts 
their  resources,  and  they  let  the  insurance  on  the  house  expire  because  they  cannot 
raise  money  to  ren^w  it.  Thus  the  end  of  the  year  finds  the  Treasurer  of  the 
society  sharply  dunning  the  delinquents,  and  a  few  of  the  wealthier  men  doubling 
their  subscriptions  to  make  up  deficiencies.  While  all  are  feeling  a  little  sore  over 
the  closing  up  of  the  accounts  of  the  previous  year,  a  new  subscription  must  be 
promptly  and  vigorously  pushed  to  see  whether  means  can  be  secured  to  warrant 
the  society  in  employing  the  minister  another  year. 

On  examining  the  sulwcription  paper  it  will  be  seen  that  it  contains  no  fractional 
parts  of  a  dollar,  but  every  man  subscribes  an  even  number  of  dollars.  This  is  not 
because  he  has  carefully  considered  the  matter,  and  ^finds  that  he  can  pay  $5  or 
$10,  but  cannot  pay  $5.20  or  $10.40.  Men  decide  ctbout  how  much  they  will  pay, 
and  then  make  it  even  dollars,  as,  a  mere  matter  of  convenience.  For  the  same 
reason,  when  weekly  offerings  are  made,  every  man  will  make  his  weekly  payments 
an  even  number  of  eents^  and  when  each  annual  subscription  is  divided  into  52 
equal  parts,  each  payment  seems  so  small  that  almost  every  one  will  increase  it  a 
ttfle,  and  he  who  has  given  at  the  rate  of  12|  cents  a  week  will  cheerfully  make 
it  15  cents.  One  man  thrives  in  business  side  by  side  with  an  equally  industri- 
ous neighbor  who  is  steadily  losing  ground,  simply  because  one  saves  the  little 
things  which  the  other  allows  to  run  to  waste.  The  same  thing  is  true  of 
churches. 

Let  OS  suppose  that  this  same  little  church  is  persuaded  to  adopt  the  system  of 
weekly  payments,  and  the  results  compare  thus : 

0U>  PLAN  OT  AWOAL  PAT3IC£KTfl.  NEW  FI^AM   OF  WKKXLT  PATmNTA. 

S  men  pfty|50  each, =$100.    They  {wy  on  the  new  plan     fl.OO    each   pr.    weck= 9104.00  a  galu  of  ^.00 
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=     72.80 *  8.80 

=  .130.00  •'    "    "  6.00 

=  104.00  '•    '*    '•  4.00 

=  78.00  ••  '*  »♦  aoo 

=    62.00  "    **     "  2.00 

=     4<i.60  "    •*    *♦  16.80 


Total  nb'n  on  old  plan  f66U.    The  same  men  pay  ju«t  as  easily  on  the  old  plan  $687.60,   a  gain  of  $87.60. 

There  is  a  further  shrinkage  of  $85  on 
tills,  80  that  there  is  a  deficiency  of  $85, 
met  by  ^ye  men,  paying  $17  each,  in  ad- 
^tion  to  their  original  subscription. 

They  raise  $52  for  sexton,  by  an  oyster 
sapper.  They  raise  by  means  of  socia- 
hles  $20  for  wood  and  oil,  and  this  ex- 
hausts their  resources.  The  insurance 
runs  out  on  the  house  because  they  have 
no  money  with  which  to  renew  it. 

The  leading  men  are  discouraged  and 
think  they  must  ask  aid  of  the  Home 
Missionary  Society  the  next  year. 


Five  widows  pay  10  cents  a  week  $26.00 
Five  young  men  10  **  **  **  26.00 
Five  ladies  5     "     "       "      13.00 

Loose  contributions,  that  would 
have  been  lost  but  for  the  weekly 
collection,  50  cents  a  week.  .  .  .26.00 


Total  subscription  on  new  plan,  $678.00 


138  THE   HOME  MIBfilONABT.  Ootober, 

Thus  we  have  $678.60  subscribed  on  the  plan  of  weekly  payments,  against 
$550  on  the  old  plan.  The  shrinkage  on  this  system  will  be  less  than  on  the  old 
plan,  because  every  one  toill  pay  something  before  he  has  time  to  become  offended, 
fail  in  business,  leave  town,  or  die. 

But  let  us  make  the  eame  allowance  for  shrinkage,  yiz.,  $85,  and  then  there  is 
actually  realized  $643.60,  which  will  pay  the  salary  in  full  and  leave  $48.60  for 
fuel,  lights,  and  insurance  on  the  house,  and  slight  repairs ;  while  the  sexton  is 
))romptly  paid  by  the  avails  of  the  sociable,  and  no  one  is  burdened  ;  no  man  is 
called  on  to  make  up  deficiencies,  and  all  enter  the  new  year  full  of  hope  and 
courage. 

Causes  op  Failubk. — (a)  A  careUss  or  inefficient  Treasurer,  (b)  A  Treasurer 
discouraged,  because  he  attempted  to  collect  of  delinquents  every  week,  and  had 
not  time  to  do  it  (c)  The  adoption  of  the  plan  in  connection  with  *'  free  seats ;"" 
and  as  the  people  did  not  like  "  free  seats,  ^^  they  dropped  the  plan  of  weekly  pay- 
ments. 

Advantages. — A  claim  against  a  religious  society  ought  to  be  more  certain  of 
being  speedily  paid  than  a  claim  against  any  business  firm  in  the  place.  This  sys- 
tem secures  such  a  result  Few  ]>eople  realize  how  light  these  burdens  become 
when  every  one  is  willing  to  l>ear  his  share,  though  it  be  but  small.  Most  people 
can  pay  a  subscription  in  52  small  payments  more  easily  than  in  one  large  one. 

A  larger  amount  can  be  raised  in  this  way  than  in  any  other.  The  dime  and 
half-dime  payments  from  the  poor  and  the  young  count  up  more  rapidly  than 
most  suppose. 

The  average  receipts  from  transient  persons — receipts  that  would  be  lost  if  a 
weekly  collection  were  not  made — range  from  fifty  cents  in  the  smaller  churches  to 
three  and  four  dollars  a  Sabbath  in  the  larger  ones,  or  from  $26  to  $1^6  a  year.  It 
is  found,  too,  that  those  who  on  the  old  plan  were  the  slowest  and  poorest  pay,  are 
among  the  most  punctual  when  pay  is  required  weekly.  Then  the  minister  receives 
his  salary  as  promptly  as  he  earns  it,  which  is  a  great  relief  to  him,  and  the  society 
gains  a  good  reputation  for  punctually  meeting  all  its  obligations.  Still  further,  it 
can  be  known  every  week  just  how  the  society  stands,  and  it  is  not  left  for  the 
close  of  the  year  to  determine  whether  there  is  a  deficiency  or  not  If  the  receipts 
are  not  meeting  expenses,  the  remedy  can  be  applied  at  once,  either  by  securing  ad- 
ditional pledges  or  by  an  increase  of  the  amount  of  pledges  already  made.  Fi- 
nally, the  oflcers  of  the  society  are  cheerful  at  the  closing  of  accounts,  and  enter 
upon  a  new  year  full  of  hope. 

CoNCLUSTOX. — In  short,  so  many  and  so  great  are  the  advantages  of  this  plan, 
that  we  believe  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  churches  applyihg  to  the  Home 
Missionary  Society  for  aid  will  not  be  thought  to  have  done  all  they  can  do  to 
help  themselves,  unless  they  adopt  this  mode  of  meeting  expenses. 

[The  Secretaries  of  the  A.  H.  M.  Society  will  he  happy  to  hear  from  pastors  and 
chuiches,  whether  self-supporting  or  aided,  that  may  try  the  weekly-offering  system, 
on  the  method  here  recommended  or  any  other,  as  to  their  saccess.  In  case  of  failure, 
or  only  partial  sucoess,  we  shall  be  particularly  grateful  for  a  statement  of  the  renttoru 
of  the  failure.  If  other  methods  than  this  are  found  more  acceptable,  we  shall  be 
glad  to  have  them  described.— Ed.] 
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WASHINGTON; 
BeB,  W,  M.  Stewart,  Semiahm&o. 

A  TOUHO  BISTER. 

The  Congregatioiial  x;burch  of  Semi- 
ihmoo,  W.  T.,  was  organized  March  23, 
1876,  with  twenty  members,  by  Rev.  Dr. 
AtkiDson,  and  through  him  received  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship  from  the  Con- 
gregational church  at  Seattle,  and  several 
otfaen.  Since  then  two  have  been  added 
by  profession  of  their  faith — a  father  and 
his  daughter,  the  mother  being  already 
a  member. 

Oar  whole  community  numbers  about 
thirty  families,  our  Sabbath  congrega- 
tiooB about  fifty*;  Bible-class  and  Sunday- 
Khoo],  thirty  or  thirty-fi^e.  We  have  a 
temperance  society  of  sixty  members,  and 
a  ToQQg  Men*s  Christian  Association  just 
oiganized.  Distance  and  bad  roads  try 
OS,  but  our  people  are  prompt,  and  gen- 
erally in  their  place.  We  have  a  church 
building  in  progress. 


A  gentleman  a  few  months  ago  from 
the  East,  said  to  me :  **  I  never  lived  in 
so  wicked  a  place,  with  so  much  vice  and 
Sabbath-breaking,  and  yet  how  soon  wc 
get  accustomed  to  it.  What  shocked  me 
a  few  months  ago  I  do  not  mind  now, 
and  I  often  find  myself  going  to  my  place 
of  business  instead  of  the  church.^'  Such 
is  the  state  of  things  here  in  a  growing 
town  of  1,500  inhabitants,  with  almost 
no  really  earnest,  thorough  workers  for 
the  Master.  Oh,  for  an  outpouring  of  the 
Spirit,  and  for  a  few  earnest,  praying 
Christians!  You  know  not  how  much 
we  need  your  earnest  prayers. 


OREGON. 
Bev.  F.  Crang^  Astoria. 

CHRISTIAN  WORKERS  NEEDED. 

Since  my  last,  we  have  had  two  weeks 
of  fine  weather,  one  of  which  I  spent  in 
Portland  with  the  (Jeneral  Association, 
where  we  had  a  very  interesting  and 
profitable  time.     .... 

The  waters  of  the  Columbia  and  Wil- 
lamette rivers  have  been  higher  than  ever 
before.  Houses  have  been  swept  away 
and  floated  past  here  to  the  sea;  the 
country  above  is  completely  under  water. 
There  have  been  frequent  accidents,  and 
several  persons  have  been  drowned,  yet 
we  see  no  abatement  of  drunkenness  and 
vice.  We  have  thirty  saloons  open  night 
and  day ;  gambling,  drinking,  and  licen- 
tiousness alxiund,  while  Christianity  is  at 
a  very  low  ebb.  The  Sabbath  is  desecra- 
ted to  a  fearful  extent,  and  even  nominal 
Christians  seem  to  care  too  little  for 
aaght  but  self  and  money-making. 


Hev.  W.  R  Butcher,  The  Dalles, 

SEVEN  TEARS. 

With  this  month  closes  the  third  quar- 
ter of  my  seventh  year  in  the  Home  Mis- 
sionary work.  It  has  been  a  quarter  of 
pleasant  and  encouraging  experience. 
We  have  had  a  considerable  interest  in 
the  com m unity,  some  awakening,  and 
three  or  four  conversions.  One  united 
with  us  at  the  last  communion,  another 
unites  this  month,  and  two  others  are 
kept  from  cominj?  at  present  by  untoward 
circumstances.  Tliree  others  are  thinking 
earnestly.  Meanwhile,  we  have  followed 
to  the  grave  one  of.  our  little  flock,  a 
brotlier  in  middle  life,  an  earnest  Chris- 
tian, one  of  those  who  received  a  bless- 
ing during  my  first  winter  here.  Our 
loss  (and  a  loss  it  is  to  us,  for  he  was 
one  of  a  very  few)  is  his  gain.  I  ex- 
pect soon  to  go  East,  uncertain  whether  I 
may  return,  as  my  church  greatly  desire. 


CALIFORNIA. 
Jier.  J.  T.  Ford,  San  Bernardino. 

DEDICATION — HOPKFXX. 

On  the  Sabbath  bepcinning  this  quarter 
our  new  church  was  dedicated  in  con- 
nection with  a  meeting  of  the  Southern 
Association  of  California.  Our  friends 
from  abroad  were  surprised  to  find  so 
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neat  and  complete  a  building  finished  so 
soon. 

At  our  dedication  service,  Rev.  Messrs. 
Hough  of  Santa  Barbara,  Packard  of 
Los  Angeles,  and  your  Superintendent, 
Dr.  Warren,  greatly  helped  us  by  their 
words  of  encouragement  and  cheer,  so 
that  we  secured  a  large  collection,  which, 
with  the  aid  to  come  from  the  Union, 
will  leave  our  debt  very  small. 

Since  the  opening  we  have  an  increased 
attendance,  yet  not  so  great  as  I  had 
hoped  for.  It  is  not  easy  to  bring  to 
church  these  old  Califomians  who  have 
neglected  worship  for  many  years.  Few 
of  our  members  are  in  town;  half  of 
them  live  from  five  to  fifteen  miles  from 
church ;  yet  some  who  live  at  the  greatest 
distance  are  quite  regular  in  attendance. 

We  have  had  some  isolated  cases  of 
special  religious  interest ;  one  hopeful 
conversion — perhaps  two.  In  the  midst 
of  many  discouraging  events,  I  find  some- 
thing almost  daily  to  encourage  me.  I 
believe  that  this  valley,  though  now  over- 
run with  indifferentism,  spiritism,  and 
infidelity,  will  yet  become  a  home  of 
churches,  under  the  presence  and  power 
of  the  Spirit 


Bev.  B,  Gravely  Mount  Shasta, 

I7EW   CHURCHES. 

A  new  church  of  nine  members  has 
been  organized  at  Oro  Fino,  in  Scott 
Valley.  I  am  now  supplying  tliree 
churches,  so  far  apart  that  it  makes  a 
great  deal  of  travel,  and  the  preaching  is 
not  frequent  enough  for  much  good  ef- 
fect. It  is  really  necessary  to  find  an- 
other minister  to  take  part  of  the  field. 
But,  feeble  as  our  efforts  have  been,  they 
have  been  blessed  of  God.  Six  months 
ago  we  had  but  one  Congregational  church 
•  in  Siskiyou  county ;  now  we  have  three, 
with  a  very  tender  feeling  at  every  preach- 
ing-place. We  are  looking  for  Supt. 
Warren  to  stay  with  us  over  two  Sundays, 
and  hope  much  good  will  result  from  his 
visit. 


COLORADO. 
Ret.  M.  K,  Hdibrooky  Longnumt 

GETTING   ACQUAINTED. 

The  noticeable  thing  of  this  quarter  is 
a  growing  acquaintance  of  the  members 
with  each  other.  The  attendance  upon 
public  worship  has  kept  up  very  welL 
though  the  exceedingly  hot  weather  of 
the  past  few  weeks  has  told  a  little  upon 
it 

The  first  Sabbath  in  July  we  held  our  first 
**  quarterly  meeting,"  so  called,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  bring  the  members  to- 
gether simply  for  acquaintance.  It  was 
an  informal  gathering,  to  talk  about  the 
social  work  of  the  church.  I  cannot  well 
explain  our  condition,  unless  one  is  some- 
what acquainted  with  the  West  person- 
ally. We  have  here  abundant  material 
for  good  Christian  society,  but  as  yet  al- 
most no  socie^.  The  people  have  not 
been  brought  together  in  active  work, 
and  scarcely  in  Christian  recognition. 
There  is  a  feeling  of  distance  and  half- 
suspicion,  caused  by  the  disappointment 
of  strangers  in  a  strange  land.    • 

Families  have  withdrawn  into  them- 
selves ;  go  nowhere ;  have  no  acquaint- 
ances, or  very  few ;  do  not  go  out  to 
church,  nor  anywhere  else.  And  yet  a 
friendly  visit  at  once  touches  a  sympa- 
thetic chord  that  is  very  sensitive.  I 
predict  a  more  cheerful  state  of  things 
before  many  months.  A  fine  crop  is  fol- 
lowing successive  failures ;  and  well-to- 
do  farmers  who  have  gone  in  very  poor 
clothes  will  soon  be  seen  with  their  fami- 
lies in  with  us.  I  think  the  social  work 
going  on  here  is  preparatory  to  a  better, 
spiritual  one.  If  it  were  not  thus  pre- 
paratory, I  should  value  it  far  less. 


DAKOTA. 

JiAv.  R.  Kirk^  Springfldd, 

HIS   FIELD— HINDRANCES. 

I  find  the  people  here,  though  genial 
and  kind  to  me,  perplexingly  shy  on  the 
subject  of  religion.  The  compound  of 
good  society  and  fronticrism,  blending 
in  one  and  the  same  person,  is  a  new, 
strange  thing  to  me.    .     .     .     Astopros^ 
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pects :  if  the  season  is  favorable  for  crops,  arising,  wc  took  an  unoccupied  store,  in 

and  if  grasshoppers  keep  at  a  respect-  which  we  still  hold  our  meetings.     At 

fal distance,  I  should  judge  the  prospects  first  our  seats  were  only  rough  boards 

to  be  good.     But  it  is  difficult  to  get  placed  on  boxes  and  stumps.      On  the 

people  to  attend  meeting  who  live  all  the  9th  of    June,   with  the  help  of  some 

time  on  the  tiptoe  of  suspense.     .     .     .  friends,  I  gave  a  musical  entertainment, 

One  hindrance  to  my  work  here  is  the  and   cleared    $30.      With  this   we   got 

lack  of  a  pony  to  carry  me  from  house  to  twenty  plain   wood  seats,  holding  five 

house.  I  hope  soon  to  have  that  hindrance  each,  and  had  a  little  over.     How  glad 

removed.    But  my  greatest  hindrance  is  we  all  were  at  the  thought  of  no  more 

a  lack  of  spirituality  in  myself.  aching   backs  !     My  congregation  aver- 

Are  not  all  fields  difficult  to  those  ages    about    forty- five;    Sabbath- school 

weak  in  faith?     I  hardly  know  what  about  fifty-five.     The  work  opens  pleas- 

to  say  or  think,  when  I  compare   our  antly  and  invitingly  to  me,  and  I  am 

modem  fields  with  Jerusalem,  Ephesus,  happy  and  content  to  do  what  I  may  to 

Athens,  or  Corinth,  in  apostolic  times,  lead  men  into  the  kingdom. 

I  can  only  pray  the  good  Lord  to  fill  rae       At  western,  I  preach  in  a  sod-house 

afresh  with  his  love  and  spirit,  that  in  to  a  congregation  averaging  sixty,  often 

the  &cc  of  every  difficulty  I  may  speak  more  than  that.     The  Sabbath-school  is 

his  truth  in  the  demonstration  of   the  a  union  one.     (Baptist  and  Congrega- 

Spiritandin  powei.     I  want  to  livemore  tional),  and  generally  numbers  sixty. 

by  faith  in  the  Son  of  God.  I  have  an  organ  which  aids  me  greatly 

in  my  work.     I  try  to  meet  the  children 

Bet.  A.  D,  Adams,  Sioux  FalU.  in  tlie  afternoon,  and  the  other  people  in 

THK  GRASSHOPPERS.  ^^^  evening,   once  a   week,    for  social 

41,    ..     ^       •     •    i.  \     ji  ^A  u,,  s^J^ging-     As  we  have  no  one  who  can 

All  attention  is  lust  now  absorbed  by        "    /=■      .     ^  ^     ^  .         " 

♦k^        u  T»r  1.    1  u       J  4.  V^^y  the  instrument  at  our  meetmsrs,  I 

the  grasshoppers.  We  had  hoped  to  escape  i    ,     ,  .     ,      ,        .       ^     . 

^     . V  •  i.1-'  14.*!.  "J^d  that    my   musical    education  is  of 

from  their  ravages  this  year,  but  they  are  ^         .         x 

Ti.   •     j-^     1*.  4.       «.•      *    «.!  great  service.     I  am  preacher,  orscanist, 
npon  us.     It  IS  difficult  to  estimate  the        ,    ,     .  ^  *  »      &         » 

..,  J  .,        i,.^.  and  chorister, 

amount  of  damage  done,  though   it  is       mu    «5    *  a  1 1    *i-     i.     i 
^_.  .,    i.-^^u  •       J      1  The  hrst  Sabbath-school  concert  ever 

easy  to  see  that  if  they  remain  a  few  days  ,    , ,  ,  „        ..     ^^.,     ^  ^  , 

,  1.  ti  1.  4.U'      1  r..      rx  "<^*<1  '16^  came  off  on  the  ICth  of  July, 

longer  we  shall  have  nothing  left.     Our  ^^  t   n   •    xi  •         ..^ 

-„  _^  .  1      _i.  1 1    ..  1  It  was  held  m  the  open  air,  with  green 

fine  prospects  seem  m  good  part  blasted  ,        ,      -  v  ,^     x         A  ,, 

.\J:a       xwr  1     1  •       X  J  boughs  for  a  shelter  from  the  sun— the 

already.    We  were  looking  forward  con-     . .      ,  ,    .  ,         x,    .  x*^ 

(•A   J  ^    ^^  J-        .       .       ,.  1    .1 J  attendance  being  so  large  that  three  sod- 

ndently  to  the  erection  of  a  church  build-  t,,,„„^  ««„i^  u««.ii    u  1 1  t  i.  j 

,,  •    ^  „    ,    ,  _  ,       .,         ^  -       .  houses  could  hardly  hold  us.     I  had  my 
UU5  thw  fall,  but  I  fear  ,t  must  be  given  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^         ^^ 

up.   The  prospect  of  bghtening  our  call  q,,  ^ow  we  did  make  the  prairie  vocal 

Bpon  your  treasury  for  the  coming  year  ^.,j„  ^^^       j^^  ^^  ..^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^ 

^ms  small  also.     However,  we  can't  tell  „i„;„  » i?      r\ ^«*^*        a 

.    ,        ,  ,.     .,1  ,         „r  1  slam  I"      Our  greatest  need    now  is  a 

yet  what  the  result  will  be.     We  are  al-     i       ».  x        i  •  ^        .    .    ▼  *       r 

. "  .  ,        ,  "         ,  ,  .  church,  for  when  winter  sets  m  I  fear  for 

most  helpless  before  the  scourge,  and  it  ^^^  ^^^^^     j^  j^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^ 

makes  everybody  a  little     blue.  .^  ^  sod-house,  but  I  find  no  difficulties 

yet  to  contend  with.    The  people  receive 
me  gladly. 
lieD.  I.  GooiUll,  Western.  j^y  u  g^^^e"  and  my  "  sod-house"  are 

A  HAPPY  WORKER.  glorified  to   me  when  I  enter  them,  for 

My  tWo  stations,  De  Witt  and  West-  He  is  there, 
^fo,  are  sixteen  miles  apart.    I  preach       Though  this  new  life  and  work  are  a 

alternately  in  them,  riding  to  and  fro.  great  contrast  to  my  old  life  (I  was  a 

Myfint  aennon  at  De  Witt  was  preached  musician)  ;  though  I  have  had  sickness, 

Kardi  Why  in  a  school-house.     Trouble  and  fears  for  the  future,  and  doubts  of 
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myself ;  though  I  don't  forget  my  happy 
New  England  home;  though  there  may 
be  trials  ahead  for  me,— I  Btill  would  say  ! 
to  those  preparing  for  the  ministry,  and 
specially  to  those  at  dear  old  Ando»er, 
"  Come  over  and  help  us  I " 

Bet.  L.  Qngory,  Lincoln. 

BRREAVED. 

Since  my  last  report,  God  has  put  mo 
to  the  severest  trial.  My  dwhng  wife 
died  suddenly,  of  a  congestiYe  chiU,  on  | 
the  evening  of  July  8th.  A  truer,  more  | 
deToted  and  efficient  partner  man  never 
had.  Unselfish  to  a  fault,  always  cheer- 
ful, with  a  tact  and  delicacy  which 
gained  the  guod  wiU  of  old  and  young, 
bating  gossip,  intelligent,  and  walking 
with  God  in  tiie  most  childlike  trust, 
her  friendship  was  prized  and  her  in- 
fluence for  good  felt  in  a  large  circle  of 
acquaintances ;  while  at  homo  slie  was 
hsr  husband's  pride  and  her  children's. 
idoL  Without  her  I  never  should  havf 
dared  to  break  loose  from  so  many  ties, 
and  risk  the  peculiar  difBculties  of  this 
trying  field;  while  with  her  help  and 
counsel  I  felt  we  had,  by  God's  blessing. 
a  promise  of  greater  usefulness.  An<l 
largely  by  her  direct  and  indirect  in- 
fluence our  hopes  were  being  realized, 
when,  l>y  a  stroke,  she  passed  fioni 
health  through  death  to  life.  I  am  as  one 
numbed  and  dazed.  May  God  help  mc 
to  8ul>mit,  for  I  cannot  understand.  The 


people  ni 


vithi 


>,  and  do  their  bosi 


M  comfort.  They  offer  me  an  indefinite 
leave  of  absence.  But  knowing  I  ooulii 
not  run  away  from  so  great  trouble,  anJ 
fearing  if  I  loft  I  should  not  have  heart 
to  return;  and  besides,  having  two  dear 
little  ones  to  care  for,  I  have  taken  up  as 
beat  I  can  the  heavy  burden,  looking  tn 
God  to  comfort  and  strengthen  me  Jii 
tlie  work  which  he  has  given  me  !.■ 
do.  I  have  reason  to  be  grateful  to  him 
for  the  dwly  strength  which  has  come 
according  to  the  promise. 

KANSAS. 
A  Eanmu  Muiitnuiry. 

SOT  MOCB  "COMITT." 

The  reprewntative  of  the  body 


October, 

4t'Dt  a  young  man  lately  from  the  semi- 
niiry  to  their  church  here.  He  came  to  me 
:nid  frankly  confessed  that  ha  "  felt  out  of 
place"  here;  that  "these  two  churches 
sliould  be  united  ; "  and  that  he  "  conld 
]ii>t  conscientiously  stay  and  worka^tunst 
OUT  church,"  as  he  said  that  would  be 
doing ;  that  the  Congregational  chnrdi 
was     prosperous    and    going    forward, 

iind  that  the were  weak  and  unable 

:<i  sustain  a  pastor,  and  hence  ought  to 
■xa  in  witii  us,  and  make  one  'good  strong 
<  hurch.  Ho  preached  a  few  times,  and 
went  back  home.  Those  who  aent  him 
tiere  failed  to  provide  for  bis  support 
iir  his  return,  in  case  he  did  not  remain  ; 
so  he  gathered  np  what  he  could,  bor- 
rowed more,  and  took  his  leave.  I  was 
sorry   to  part  with  him,    for  be  was    a 

man  of  the  right  spirit,  and  if  the 

rire  to  have  a  pastor,  -I  wish  he  might  be 
the  one.  But  I  believe  he  vat  right  in  his 
I  opinion  of  church  affairs  here,  and  acted 
!  both  wisely  and  conscientiously.  There 
I  was  a  time  when  our  place  promised 
ho  be  able  to  sustain  both  these  churches; 
hut  that  day  has  not  arrived  jet,  and 
I  will  not  tor  years. 

j  The  authorities  proposed  to  send  them 
'  iinotber  man  as  soon  as  this  one  left,  but 
I  the  men  who  have  all  the  hills  to  pay 
BUggested  that  no  more  men  need  be 
sent  for  them  to  take  care  of  and  send 
back.  They  have  no  pastor  now,  and 
quite  generally  attend  our  church. 

MINNESOTA. 
Bev.  F.  N.  Wakott,  Seambhr. 


BUST    AND 

I  was  licensed,  Jan.  20,  1876,  and  that 
same  evening  preached  at  Becker,  Sher- 
burne county.  I  asked  the  Lord  to  ratify 
the  license  of  men  with  his  own  signa- 
ture, by  causing  all  who  sliould  come  out 
to  hear  me  that  night  to  become  Chris- 
tiana. It  was  a  very  wicked,  profane, 
Babbath- breaking  community,  with  only 
a  few  praying  people  in  it.  After  the 
gernion,  on  invitation,  every  man,  woman 
and  child  in  the  house  (ahont  fifty)  ro»e 


me. 
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for  imyeiB,  And  audibly  confessed  their 
Deed  of  Jesus.  I  told  them  of  God's 
answer  to  my  prayer,  and  all  agreed  to 
unite  with  me  in  asking  that  God  'would 
gi?e  us  a  like  blessing  in  every  meeting. 
And  the  prayer  was  literally  answered  in 
each  of  the  six  meetings  I  held  there. 
The  interest  still  continues.  Among  the 
ooDverts  are  over  forty  Scandinavians, 
and  a  still  larger  number  of  Americans. 
Many  hare  been  baptized  and  joined  the 
church  there,  and  others  have  joined  the 
different  churches  in  Monticcllo. 

I  drove  to  my  present  field  of  labor 
(orer  300  miles),  holding  meetings  on  the 
way.  At  Santiago  over  1 00  were  present, 
and  at  least  25  promised  to  bo  Christians. 
At  Avon  about  20  were  present,  and  all 
bat  two  stood  up  for  Jesus.  In  the  town 
of  Maine  I  held  ten  evening  meetings,  and 
Tifiited  every  family.  As  a  result,  we 
formed  a  Union  church  of  67  members. 
At  the  public  organization  a  large  major- 
ity in^sted  on  the  name  **  Congrega- 
tional," and  the  Council  decided  so  to 
have  it  Thirty-one  joined  under  that 
name,  and  a  few  families  remained  out- 
dde  because  of  the  change. 

The  families  on  my  field  are  widely 
scattered — twenty  miles  between  extreme 
points.  I  dine  with  number  one ;  call  in 
the  afternoon  on  number  two ;  take  tea 
with  number  three ;  spend  the  night  and 
breakfast  with  number  four;  preach 
twice,  and  attend  two  Sabbath-schools  on 
Sunday,  and  hold  three  prayer-meetings 
weekly.  We  have  many  ^  families  of 
backsliders,  who  have  slid  very  near  to 
the  bottom.  We  have  organized  a  Union 
church  of  twenty-four  members.  At  our 
first  prayer- meeting  there  were  none  to 
take  part  but  wife  and  myself.  I  have 
conducted  a  series  of  Union  meetings  at 
Fergus  Falls,  and  expect  additions  to 
both  churches  as  the  result ;  also  at  St. 
Olaf  eleven  evenings,  including  Sabbath 
service,  and  organized  a  Congregational 
chureh  of  27  members.  During  the  six 
months,  on  my  own  field  and  in  surround- 
ing towns,  I  have  preached  57  sermons, 
conducted  08  prayer-meetings,  made  258 
paatonl  yitita,  and  driven  1,759  miles. 


Hev.  n.  0,  Simmons,  Marshall, 

HBLP   NEEDED — ORilSSHOPPERS. 

The  great  need  of  this  field  (Swan 
Lake)  is  a  house  of  worship.  They  have 
no  school-house  or  other  suitable  place ; 
but  they  are  a  sturdy,  enterprising  people, 
and  will  make  a  godly,  useful  church. 
The  people  are  poor,  and  we  have  had 
this  year  the  grasslioppers  on  us  three 
times:  July  4-8,  20-24,  and  now  again 
vast  hordes  from  the  nortli  came  over 
last  Sunday  (Aug.  6),  alighting  to  some 
extent.  My  own  garden  is  entirely  de- 
stroyed. The  people  arc  not  able  to  do 
much  in  money,  but  if  $800  were  raised 
for  them  to  buy  material,  they  could 
bt^ld  the  house  without  further  expense. 
We  only  want  a  modest  house,  22x80 
feet  fioor,  and  12  fpct  poste.  Cannot 
some  church  be  persuaded  to  give  us  this 
sum  ?  I  would  be  willing  to  guarantee 
$100  of  the  $300  to  be  paid  in  two  years 
after  the  grasshopper  raids  cease. 


IOWA. 

liev.  TT.  L.  Coleman,  Spencer, 


(( 


TROUBLE   AND   SORROW. 


i» 


The  first  quarter  of  this  my  fifth  year 
in  Spencer,  while  marked  by  an  increase 
in  my  Sabbath  congregations,  and  one 
hopeful  conversion,  will  be  remembered 
as  a  peculiarly  sorrowful  one,  especially 
to  the  family  of  your  missionary.  The 
Lord,  who  sees  as  we  cannot  and  never 
makes  mistakes,  has  taken  from  us  our 
bright  boy  of  promise,  little  "Bertie," 
nearly  four  years  old.  We  think  he  is  in 
the  Savior's  better  home,  hai>pier  than 
in  ours  below — not  because  he  was  a 
cheerful  and  manly  boy  so  much  as  t>e- 
cause  he  loved  God's  Word  and  prayer, 
and  seemed  to  be  learning  the  meaning  of 
his  favorite  text,  **  O  God,  thou  art  my 
God ;  early  will  I  seek  thee ; "  and  because 
a  tender  conscientiousness  and  dutif  uluess 
were  developing  along  with  his  childish 
activity,  noise  and  play.  Our  home  is 
lonesome  without  him,  but  our  comfort 
is  that  "  He  who  doeth  all  things  well " 
hath  done  this,  and  somehow^  what  is  ap- 
parently against  us  is  for  us.   I  can  preach 
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to  moumera  now  with  &  fresh  Bjmpatbj, 
and  tell  them  that  the  comforts  of  Cbrist 
and  his  gospel  arc  real,  and  of  unspeak- 
able value. 

Added  to  thia  family  bereavement, 
Qod  baa  sent  again  upon  all  the  region 
about  Bpencer  tbc  dreadful  acuurge  of 
grasshoppera.  On  the  3Tth  of  Jul;  the; 
came  down  upon  our  county  in  unparal- 
leled nunibera— far  aurpassing  in  multi- 
tude the  anniea  tbat  came  in  '73  and  '74. 
Tlieir  work  is  devastation-  Corn — the 
main  crop  this  year — potatoes,  late  oats, 
and  gardens  and  shrubbery  are  badly 
stripped.  Hucb  suffering  must  ensue  ; 
but  if  our  people  will  iearn  righteousness, 
the  affliction  will  be  light  compared  with 
the  eternal  weight  of  glory  which  will 
come  of  it. 


MICHIGAN, 
ifee.  D.  Fry,  Grandmlle. 

RBJOICINO    IN    HIS    WORK. 

Something  like  a  miracle  has  been 
wrought  hero.  Three  months  ago  this 
church  was  very  much  In  the  condition 
of  that  in  ancient  Corinth.  Some  said, 
"  I  am  of  A. ; "  others,  "  I  am  of  B. ;  " 
but  too  few  were  in  tbe  habit  of  saying, 
"  I  am  of  Christ."  Now  we  are  a  united 
church,  and  all  of  ua  are  of  Christ.  Not 
a  man  or  woman  but  can  apeak  or  work 
for  the  Master.  Our  congregation  has 
grown  from  thirty  or  forty  to  nearly 
two  hundred,  and  still  they  come.  Our 
Sunday-school  has  almost  doubled,  and 
is  still  increasing-  This  has  been  accom- 
plished not  by  preaching  alone,  for  "  I 
am  slow  of  speech  and  of  a  slow 
tongue,"  but  largely  by  pastoral  effort. 
I  have  taught  the  old  men  and  women  to 
rt^rd  me  as  a  son,  tbe  young  men  and 
women  to  regard  me  as  a  brother,  ^'  with 
all  purity,"  I  have  a  welcome  in  every 
household,  and  the  people  come  to  bear 
"  our  pastor,"  and  not  "  our  preacher." 
Wo  have  broken  up  tbe  fallow  ground 
and  planted  the  seed ;  and  now  there 
ariseth  a  little  cloud  out  of  tbe  sea,  like 
a  man's  hand,  and  there  is  a  pro^>ect  of 


October, 

an  abundance  of  rain.  Tbe  Spirit  is 
with  ua,  and  wc  are  trying  to  make  ready 
for  a  great  outpouring  which  ia  sure  U> 

Our  prayer-meetings,  conducted  by 
the  membera,  have  an  attendance  of 
from  thirty  to  sixty,  averaging  about 
forty-five.  This  would  put  to  ahame 
many  a  city  church  with  hundreds  upon 
its  roll.  I  wouldn't  be  Anywhere  else  ir 
this  broad  land  than  right  here,  in  nij 
present  capacity  and  work,  for  "a  mini 
of  money." 

ILLINOIS. 
Jlev.  M.  K.  WliiUkiei/,  Suyfrmltnid'ml. 


Tlie  work  goes  well,  in  the  main,  with 
the  usual  changes.  I  will  not  trouble 
you  with  details  further  than  to  say,  I 
need  tkree  tciM  ytt  mighty  men,  young  or 
old,  for  important  poats,  and  as  many 
more  for  scattered  and  feeble  flocks  that 
ibould  be  gathered  and  cared  for.  I  am 
l)ecoming  convinced  that  our  churches 
must  care  more  for  a  qualification  of 
piety  and  willingness  to  live  for  Christ, 
in  thentteleei.  than  for  great  talent  and 
ittractiTC  power  in  a  minbter.  And 
their  power  to  save  men,  and  to  build 
them  up  in  a  tnie  manhood,  must  be  tbe 
one  great  thing  under  God,  on  which 
they  will  rely  to  secure  enlargement  in 
numbers  and  in  strength.  Then  we  aball 
(fitness  a  new  energy,  a  true  and  good 
success.  Nothing  else  will  bring  de- 
liverance. 

TEXAS. 
lien  3f.   WitleU.  Ihrit. 


FULFlIiKD. 

One  incident  in  our  church  life  brings 
a  warm  circle  of  gratitude  about  the 
heart  whenever  recalled.  'Qiat  ia  the 
clear  and  bright  Christian  experience 
into  which  one  of  our  number  passed 
some  weeks  l>efore  hia  late  death.  He 
waa  a  aon  of  tbc  Rev.  Dr.  M.  A.  Jowctt, 
who  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Congre- 
gationftl  church  ^in  Terre  Haute,  Ind., 


1876. 
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and  was  its  acting  pastor  for  over 
twenty-five  years.  The  son  came  to 
Paris  some  years  ago,  on  account  of  his 
health.  He  had  cared  little  for  churches 
for  years  before  our  organization,  but 
upon  the  starting  of  the  church  here 
seemed  to  take  a  real  interest  in  our  wel- 
fare and  in  religion  generally.  He  has 
attended  the  services  of  the  church  as 
often  as  his  health  permitted,  and  during 
bis  last  sickness  ''  gave  himself  soul  and 
body,"  to  use  his  own  expression,  "into 
the  keeping  of  the  Savior."  He  fre- 
quently expressed  his  purpose  to  unite 
with  the  church  as  soon  as  returning 
health  permitted,  and,  though  his  death 
was  sodden,  he  carried  on  his  face  for 
days  before  his    departure  a  look    of 


poace  that  left  little  need  for  dying 
words.  That  far-away  look  in  the  eyes 
bespoke  a  heart  fixed  upon  the  unseen. 
His  widowed  mother,  who  was  with  him 
in  his  last  illness,  spoke  often  of  her 
great  peace,  in  the  knowledge  of  her 
son*s  new  experience.  The  funeral  ser- 
vices were  the  first  ever  held  in  our  little 
church.  It  is  a  cause  for  thankfulness 
that  this  home  missionary  church  may 
liave  been  one  instrument  in  the  hand  of 
God  of  preserving  an  old  home  mission- 
ary family  unbroken  in  the  household 
of  Christ.  Dr.  Jewett,  who  died  here, 
by  his  words  of  encouragment  led 
largely  to  the  organization  of  a  church 
whose  good  influence  has  thus  fallen 
upon  his  own  son. 


^UttlUnttitx^. 


THE  TREASURY. 

OuB  Fatheb's  kind  care  of  this  So- 
ciety  has    perhaps    never    been    more 
marked  than  during  the  times  of  finan- 
cial stringency  that  have  now  been  so 
long  crippling  the  resources  and  keeping 
down  the  hearts  of  the  people.     The 
fiftieth  year  of  the  Society's  work  was 
by  far  the  most  prosperous  it  has  ever 
known,   and  the  present  year  has  thus 
far  brought    many    encouragements  to 
faith  and  hope.  .  An  unusual  number  of 
promising  fields  have  opened,  and  an 
unusual  number  of  good  men  have  been 
ready  to  enter  them.     In  the  five  months 
of  the  financial  year  now  passed,  seven 
more  commissions  have  been  issued  than 
in  the  corresponding  months  of  last  year. 
The  receipts  in  these   months  also   ex- 
ceed those  in   the  same   months  of  last 
year  by  about   $14,000.     Thus   the  an- 
nual summer   drought  has  affected  the 
treasury  far  leas  than  is  common,  and  up 
to  August  1st  the  missionaries  were  for  \ 
the  most  part  promptly  paid. 
But  as  we  write,  in  the  first  week  of 


,  September,  the  treasury  is  empty;'  a  part 
I  of  the  drafts  that  should  have  been  sent 
in  August,  are  delayed ;  and  the  very 
large  number  of  brethren  whose  quarters 
expire  with  the  31st  of  that  month  are 
sending  in  their  reports  by  every  mail. 
Still  larger  will  l)e  the  flood  of  reports 
on  the  first  of  October.  By  the  time  this 
reaches  our  readers,  unless  the  receipts 
in  September  very  largely  exceed  the 
average,  probably  not  less  than  $10,000 — 
very  likely  more  than  that — will  be  need- 
ed to  cancel  claims  for  work  that  will 
have  been  reported.  In  many  parts  of 
the  countrv  the  cold  weather  will  have' 
set  in,  with  all  its  discomforts  to  those  of 
small  means.  As  usual,  we  shall  send 
first  to  those  with  large  families,  serving 
the  poorer  congregations,  and  most  like- 
ly to  suffer  from  delay.  But  why  should 
any  \je  left  waiting  the  payment  for  »urh 
a  service  ?  Their  brethren  in  the  abler 
churches  will  surely  send  the  means ; 
they  have  never  failed  to  do  that.  Will 
they  not  add  to  the  value  and  wflcome 
of  their  gifts  by  sending  them  now  ? 
Prompt  kindness  if>  'l^nMe  kindn<»«" 
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Pastors,  officere  of  churches  and 
Sabbath- schools,  men  of  property — the 
Lord's  property — executors  of  the  wills 
of  deceased  benefactors  of  the  Society : 
can  you  not  possibly  habtkn  your  re- 
mittances, and  so  relieve  the  anxieties  of 
scores  of  worthy  brethren  waiting  on 
your  action  ? 


GOING  TO  "ASSOCIATION." 

A  TALE  OP  TRAVEL  IN  NEBRASKA. 

I  hoped  by  this  time  to  give  you  an 
account  of  the  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion held  last  week  at  Albion,  but  am 
sorry  to  say  that  I  am  in  the  most  pro- 
found ignorance  as  to  what  was  done 
there.  I  will  explain  why,  and  if  you 
can  then  find  it  in  your  heart  to  blame 
me  or  our  church,  why  so  it  must  be. 

We  appointed  delegates  in  due  season. 
Thsre  was  such  a  willingness  to  attend  as 
I  never  before  found.  Monday  morning 
came,  cloudy,  cold,  and  with  a  slight 
drizzling  rain,  in  which  seven  of  us — 
four  men  and  three  women — set  out  in 
two  buggies.  We  reached  St.  Paul, 
twenty -five  miles  west,  in  good  time, 
health,  and  spirits.  We  had  to  go  there, 
to  get  across  the  Loup.  Thence,  after  a 
lunch,  we  went  down  the  Loup,  fifteen 
miles  to  Cottonwood  Creek,  reaching  that 
stream  about  half-past  four,  p.m.  As 
none  of  us  had  ever  been  beyond  this 
point,  we  held  a  brief  council  as  to  our 
direction.  It  was  decided  not  to  cross 
the  stream,  but  to  go  back  about  a  mile 
and  follow  a  road  starting  at  a  right 
angle  from  the  Loup.  This  proved  a 
great  mistake.  We  found  a  road,  but  I 
had  misgivings,  as  it  apparently  had  not 
been  traveled  for  many  weeks.  We  fol- 
lowed it,  however,  for  several  miles,  when 
it  proved  to  be  but  a  timber  track  made 
by  those  who  had  gone  up  for  wood.  (I 
forgot  to  say  that  from  the  time  we  left 
the  Loup  we  were  on  the  Pavmee  Reser- 
vation.) And  so,  about  dusk,  we  found 
,  ourselfes  without  a  track  to  guide  us. 
We  had  not  seen  the  sun  for  more  than 
twenty-four  hours,  and  were  on  the  bank 


of  a  seemingly  impassable  stream.  We 
explored  it  for  a  long  distance  to  find  a 
crossing  place.  Finally  we  found  one 
where  we  thought  we  could  pass,  took 
off  the  teams,  filled  the  stream  with  logs, 
drew  the  buggies  across,  hitched  in,  and 
started  up  the  hill,  hoping  to  find  table- 
land at  the  top  of  the  bluff.  That  hope 
proved  vain.  We  could  not  see.  But  no 
sooner  had  we  reached  the  top  of  one 
bluff  than  we  found  ourselves  going 
away  down,  down,  down,  into  a  canyon 
which  separated  us  from  another.  We 
had  to  get  out  and  explore  carefully  to 
find  a  place  to  cross.  About  nine  o^ clock 
it  cleared,  so  that  we  could  see  the  north 
star.  We^  tried  to  shape  our  course,  but 
could  not,  for  the  terrific  canyons  and 
bluffs  lying  across  our  track.  However, 
we  struggled  over  a  succession  of  these, 
till  one  o^clock  in  the  morning  found  us 
in  the  bottom  of  a  very  deep  ravine. 
Here  we  unhitched  our  teams,  and  passed 
the  rest  of  the  night.  We  had  plenty  of 
feed  for  man  and  beast,  but  were  ill  pro- 
vided in  other  respects.  We  had  no 
water,  match,  hatcliet,  nor  so  much  as  a 
penknife.  The  three  ladies  lay  down  in 
the  buggy.  Covering  them  up  with  a  buf- 
falo robe  and  two  or  three  blankets,  we 
four  men  took  some  horse- blankets  and 

made  a  bed  on  the  ground.     Mr. , 

having  no  other  place  to  hitch  his  team, 
tied  them  to  his  wrist.  As  there  was  a 
little  grass,  the  horses  kept  him  and  the 
rest  of  us  in  a  fine  state  of  wakefulness. 
He  dozed  a  little  about  five  in  the  morn- 
ing, but  was  thoroughly  waked  up  by 
being  snaked  out  of  bed,  with  our  cover- 
ing, and  dragged  about  ten  feet  on  his 
back.  The  night  was  cold  and  there  was 
a  heavy  dew.  About  sunrise  I  arose,  and 
went  up  the  hill  to  explore.  It  was  a 
long  distance  to  the  top  of  the  bluff. 
There  I  found  a  surveyor's  mound,  which 
I  mounted,  and  took  a  view  of  our  sur- 
roundings. As  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach,  in  every  direction,  there  was  no 
prospect  save  that  of  bluffs  and  canyons 
— not  a  house  nor  a  sign  of  any  human 
being.  I  returned  to  our  camp  at  the 
bottom  of  the  canyon,  and  said,  '*  It's  a 
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good  thing  we  came  down  here  in  the  Albion.      But  wc  and  our  teams  were 

night,  for  it  does  seem  to  me  that  we  jaded  out,  and  we  were  still  fifteen  miles 

aeTercoaldhayedoneitintheday  time.*'  from  a  resting-place.     So  we  went  back 

It  was  the  wildest  country  I  ever  saw.  to  8t  Paul,  and  spent  the  night  at  the 

We  fed  our  teams,  took  breakfast,  and  hotel,   and    reached    home    Wednesday 

were  soon  on  the  way,  still  determined  night  without  further  adventure.     And 

to  go  to  Albion.     But  after  some  two-  now  you  know  why  our  church  was  not 

and-a-half  hours*  renewed  experience  in  represented  at  the  meeting  of  the  Asso- 

trying  to  get  oyer  an  impassable  route,  ciation.                                           A.  F. 

our  courage  waned.    We  began  to  fear  

that  we  should  wander  there  till  our  pro-  LETTER  FROM  REV.  JEREMIAH 
TiuoDS  were  exhausted,  and— what  then  ?  ■  PORTER. 
The  Bon  was  shining,  but,  should  the  sky  [There  are  few  men,  if  any,  from  whom 
be  clouded,  we  should  probably  only  oar  readers  care  more  to  hear,  than  the  vet- 
wander  round  and  round  interminably,  eran  writer  of  the  following  letter.  Espe- 
Relactantly  we  came  to  the  conclusion  cially  at  this  time,  when  all  Christian  citi- 
that  we  had  better  try  to  find  our  way  zens  are  feeling  so  deep  an  mterest  in  the 
back  to  the  Loup,  and  turned  in  that  ^l^ck  Hills  region,  and  the  poUcy  towards 
direction.  Again,  for  a  long  time  we  *^^®  Indians  which  the  disturbance  there  is 
bad  a  succession  of  almost  impassable  developing,  the  words  of  so  intelligent  and 
canyons.     At  length  we  came  to  an  old  right^mmded  an  observer  wUl  have  weig^^^^ 

;_,,.-      f ,     J  .            .,.,•,.  Mr.  Porter's  first  letter  m  r^« //(Wi*  i/tt- 

road.    It  did  not  lead  m  exact  y  the  di-  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^ 

rection  we  wanted,  but  we  followed  it,  i8:32-more  than  forty-four  years  ago-and 

hopmgit  would  lead  us  to  the  Loup.    At  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^j^,^  from  its  pages  only 

noon  our  road  abruptly  ended  on  the  brink  ^th  his  entering  into  rest     We  wiU  prom- 

of  a  precipice  at  least  forty  feet  high,  ige  him  beforehand  full  pardon  for  all  the 

It  tnmed  out  that  we  had  been  following  '*  garrulity  of  age  "  that  he  may  indulge 

a  track  made  by  the  surveyors,  leading  in.— Ed.] 

to  tbeir  camping  place.    There  were  steps  "  The  eyes  of  the  world  are  turned  to- 

cnt  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  gorge  wards  Wyoming  Territory,  as  in  it  is 

through  which   flowed  a  small   brook,  concentrated  the  force  of  the  U.  8.  army 

Wc  succeeded  in  getting  up  water  for  since  the  terrible  slaughter  of  Custer  and 

onnelves  and  horses,  and  rested  an  hour  his    three  hundred.     It  seems  strange, 

for  dinner.     Then  we  hunted  up  a  place  after  remaining  at  Fort  Sill,  Indian  Ter., 

where  we  crossed,  with  difficulty,  only  to  until    Gens.   Davidscm    and    Mackenzie 

come  to  another  like  it, — and  another —  had  conquered  the  Kiowas  and  Coman- 

and  another — I  know  not  how  many,  ches  of  the  South,  bringing  in  thousands 

At  nearly  all  these  places  we  had  to  get  of  prisoners  to  that  post,  filling  up  the 

cot,  ladies  and  all,  and  walk  ;  for  it  was  Quaker  Agency  school  with  the  captured 

all  the  horses  could  do  to  get  over  with  children,   and  sending    the    obnoxious 

the  empty  buggies.     After  toiling  slowly  warriors  to  the  Dry  Tortugas  under  my 

along,  we  came  to  another  road,  which  observation,  that  now  Providence  should 

really  conducted  us  to  the  Loup.     We  have  brought  me  into  this  Sioux  war. 

reached  it  just  east  of  the  Cottonwood,  The  former  was  comparatively  a  bloodless 

and  found  two  men  getting  trees,  who  contest  and  victory.     Not  a  single  officer 

told  US  that  Mr. had  passed  there  two  in  that  was  either  killed   or  wounded, 

bonrs  before,    on  the  way  to  Albion,  and  not  one  soldier's  wife  was  made  a 

which  was  forty  miles  away.     Tired  as  widow ;     but  in  the  opening   of    this 

we  were,  and  at  the  risk  of  spending  an-  northern  war  some  twenty  wives  of  offi- 

other  night  on  the  prairie,  if  we  could  cers  and  soldiers  were  made  widows  on 

bave  found  a  fresh  team,  we  would  have  Sunday,  the  25th  of  June,  at  the  single 

torned  back,  and  again  tried  to  find  post  of  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln. 


AteM 


148 


THE     HOME     MI88IONABT. 


October, 


"There  was  the  most  bitter  mourning, 
*  an  in  the  valley  of  Megiddon.  All  the 
families  that  remain,  every  family  a])art 
and  their  wives  apart.'  Our  own  post, 
Port  D.  A.  Russell,  is  as  yet  a  happy  con- 
trast to  that.  Still,  we  are  not  without 
great  anxiety  lest  sad  tidings  come  to 
wives  and  children  when  we  get  the  fact?* 
from  the  Yellowstone  and  the  Big  Horn 
Mountains,  where  the  decisive  battle  may 
have  already  been  fought.  Having  now 
about  4,100  soldiers  in  that  field,  under 
Gens.  Crook  and  Terry,  we  hope  the 
Sioux  will  be  wise  enough  to  submit, 
and  allow  themselves  to  be  dismounted, 
disarmed,  and  brought  on  to  the  Reser- 
vations, where  they  can  become  herders, 
like  Abel  and  Job,  dwelling  in  tents  until 
they  can  take  the  next  step  in  civilization 
— tilling  the  ground  and  building  towns ; 
their  children  in  the  various  agencies 
being  taught  letters,  the  commandments 
of  God,  and  the  sanctifying  i)recei)t«  of 
Jesus. 

"  This  educating  and  christianizing 
is  no  *  new  thing  under  the  sun.' 
Forty-five  years  ago,  at  Mackinac,  there 
was  an  Indian  mission  school.  Among 
the  children  of  that  school  were  two  lads 
who  are  now  especially  honored  in  church 
and  State.  One  of  them  was  son  of  the 
missionary,  and  is  now  filling  the  place 
vacated  by  the  death  of  Vice-President 
Henty  Wilson ;  and,  following  in  the 
steps  of  that  Christian  statesman,  Vice- 
President  Ferry  stands  up  nobly  for  total 
abstinence  and  for  Christ.  The  other 
boy,  taught  in  the  same  school,  was  the 
son  of  an  Indian  mother,  bom  near  the 
west  end  of  Lake  Superior,  then  farther 
from  civilization  than  the  Yellowstone 
now  is.  This  son  of  the  forest,  taught 
with  Ferry  in  that  Indian  school,  has  for 
the  last  twenty  years  been  planting  Chris- 
tian churches  on  tlie  Pacific  coast,  under 
the  auspices  of  your  grand  A.  H.  M. 
Society.  So  foreign  missions  is  aiding 
the  home  work,  and  showing  a  foretaste 
of  what  we  majt  expect  when  righteous 
treatment  of  the  Indians  shall  exalt  this 
nation.  In  this  connection  I  may  make 
extracts   from  a  letter  of  my  own  son. 


dated    Pau  Ting  Fu,  China,  June    10, 
1876. 

'* '  Your  precious  letters  of  April  10th 
came  only  yesterday ;  they  were  four- 
teen days  on  their  way  from  Peking, 
instead  of  three,  as  they  should  have 
been.  I  find  in  my  semi -weekly  N.  Y. 
Trihrme  a  long  account  of  that  terrible 
spring  campaign  against  the  SiOux.  I 
have  reserved  it  to  read  at  some  leisure 
moment.     .     .     . 

"  *  At  4  P.M.  daily  my  chapel  is  opened, 
and  I  go  in  and  talk  for  half  or  three- 
quartci-g  of  an  hour.  Sometimes  it  is 
more  difficult  than  at  others,  the  audience 
changes  so  often  ;  but  w^e  usually  have 
twenty  or  more  to  talk  to.  The  people 
in  general  listen  attentively,  and  some- 
times ask  intelligent  questions.  If  they 
only  would  l^elieve  the  message  I  give 
them  in  such  a  stammering  way  !  I  have 
just  w^orked  through  Moody's  sermon, 
*  Son,  remember,'  which  I  found  in  the 
Tribune,  and  read  it  to  my  little  audience 
last  Sunday.  It  was  a  forty  minutes' 
sermon  in  Chinese.  It  is  pleasant  to 
think  of  so  much  seed  sowing,  but  joy 
comes  in  the  harvest  time.  Mary  [his 
sister]  has  that  joy.  She  had  eleven 
Christian  girls  about  her  last  Sunday  in 
Peking.     .     .     . 

'*  '  A  sad  event  occurred  here  on  Satur- 
day. A  young  man  of  twenty- eight 
years  was  executed  for  a  crime  conmiitt-ed 
by  his  aged  father.  The  young  man 
falsely  claimed  that  he  himself  was  the 
murderer,  and  so  the  old  man  was  acquit- 
ted without  further  question.  The  Clii- 
nese  applaud  such  filial  love.  From  this 
fact  I  took  occasion  to  impress  upon 
them  the  love  of  Clirist,  who,  while  we 
were  sinnere,  died  for  us.  .  .  .  Did 
I  tell  you  of  a  tablet  found  in  a  rock  and 
i  brought  to  Peking,  to  be  prayed  to  foi 
rain  \  The  rain  did  not  come,  and  sc 
the  tablet  is  to  be  banislied  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Corea !     .     .     . 

"  *  My  medical  work  is  not  vei*y  exact- 
ing. I  liave  on  an  average  only  ten  pa- 
tients a  day.  One  old  man  came  mon 
than  thirty  miles  to  get  help  from  me. 
It  is  good   to   have  such  an   entering 
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wedge,  and  I  hope  it  maj  be  possible  to 
prj  open  a  large  door  for  the  truth.  It 
will,  if  (}od  is  with  us  in  the  work,  and 
I  believe  be  is.  I  send  a  circular  of  an 
illostnted  Chinese  chikVs  paper  pub- 
Fuhed  in  Shanghai.  Perhaps  some  friends 
will  like  to  aid  in  such  a  work.^ 

"From  these  brief  extracts  from 
Henry'slettera,  and  from  the  fact  tliut  his 
titter  has  in  Peking  also  translated  some 
of  Moody's  sermons  into  Chinese,  and 
preached  them  to  her  girls  and  women, 
in  a  dbapel  built  at  her  suggestion  and  by 
her  request,  with  funds  given  by  a  dear 
American  friend,  who  wishes  by  her  con- 
itiDt  benefactions  to  give  the  glorious 
gospel  of  the  blessed  God  to  tho.se  who 
BOW  believe  that  '  a  tablet  will  hear  and 
iDswor  prayer/  you  will  know  a  little  of 
our  joy  in  these  grandchildren  of  the 
A.  H.  M.  S. 

"  As  I  find  many  Chinese  in^^Cheyenne, 
I  hare  this  week  carried  to  them  the  little 
paper  in  *  the  language  in  which  they 
were  bom."  They  look  at  it  with  won- 
der, and  I  hope  will  sul>$cribe  for  it  and 
find  in  it  Christ  the  Lord. 

"Gen.  3Iackenzie  has  just  passed  us 
with  about  half  of  the  Fourtli  Cavalry 
from  Fort  Sill,  I.  T.,  to  plant  himself  at 
the  Red  Cloud  Agency,  to^disarni  and 
hold  those  Indians  that  were  driven  back 
by  CoL  Merritt  Near  a  hundred  recruits 
from  St  Louid  have  come  to  us  this  week, 
and  are  waiting  orders  for  the  tield. 

'*May  God  in  infinite  mercy  bring  this 
war  to  a  speedy  and  happy'end,  opening 
wide  and  promising  mission  fields  into 
which  the  church  shall  exultiugly  send 
ber  sons  to  christianize  the^red  men  and 
the  whites  I  Two  weeks  since,  the  fifth 
t^testant  church  in  Cheyenne  (African 
M.  E.J  was  consecrated.  It  cost  $800, 
and  i>  paid  for.  The  pastors  in  that 
city  are  longing  for  and  expecting  a  re- 
vival will  follow  their  united  eflfort. 
The  little  cloud  they  think  \h  rising. 
Excuse  the  garrulity  of  old  age,  and  l>e- 
lieve  me  most  sincerely  your  brotlier  in 

Christ,  jERESnAlI    POKTEK. 

PifU^  Chapla  in ,  I '.  >'.  ^1 . 
"FtrtD.  A.  BnmeU^  Wyo.  Ter^'Aug.  17.'.l5f:6.* 


GOOD    EXAMPLES. 

In  remitting  the  home  missionary  con- 
tribution of  the  Congregational  church 
at  Canaan  Four  Comers,  N.  Y.,  the 
pastor  adds  five  dollai-s,  of  which  he 
says:  *'Tliis  amount  is  from  the  little 
misses,  children  of  the  boarders  at  the 
Hubbard  Iloune,  who  for  their  amuse- 
ment had  a  little  fair,  and  of  their  own 
choice  dedicatt*d  the  receipts  to  Home 
Missions.''  With  such  interest  among 
the  young  in  our  churches  generally, 
the  cause  could  not  but  prosi)er. 

The  church  at  Antwerp,  l)y  a  mistaken 
policy,  suspended  all  l>enevolent  collec- 
tions while  erecting  their  fine  house  of 
worship.  But,  under  their  new  and  very 
efficient  pastor,  they  say  they  have 
*'  rc»sunied    payment,"    and    put    Home 

Missions  first. 

J.  C.  H. 


THROUGH     THE     OLD     BAY 
STATE. 

Bv  Rev.  Stewart  Sheldon, 

General  Missionary,  Dakota. . 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  ofiicers  of  the 
Society,  a  three  months'  campaign  was 
undei-taken  by  two  of  us  in  Massachu- 
setts. In  churches,  colleges,  and  semina- 
ries, at  jirayer-circles.  conferences,  con- 
ventions, Sabbath-school  gatherings, 
missionary  and   inquiry  meetings,  sixty 

addresses   were  made :  and  after  a  few 
• 

days'  drive  with  the  iron  horse,  the  glad 
shout  was,  *'  Home  again.''  With  im- 
proved health,  and  fresh  interest  in  the 
grandest  work  of  the  century,  there  was 
much  to  be  thankful  for.  A  hearty 
res|>onse  came  from  all  parts  of  good 
old  Masftachu>etts.  Her  jKople  know 
what  the  cliuroh  and  school-house  have 
done  for  them,  and  aim  to  make  the 
mighty  West  a  second  Xew  England,  so 
far  ah  general  intelligence,  thrift,  and 
moral  worth  may  do  it.  Venerable  min- 
ist'.Tri.  witli  fcilver  locks  and  radiant 
faces,  as  if  they  were  living  on  the 
mount,  and  young  brethren,  full  of  hojK; 
and  ardor,  practically   said,  "  You  are 
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welcome ;  glad  to  see  you  ;  glad  to  hear 
a  living  missionary  from  one  of  the  out- 
posts of  the  great  home  field."  What 
wonder  if  we  were  asked,  once  in  a 
while,  "  Where  is  that  country  from 
which  you  came,  forty  times  as  large  as 
Massachusetts  ?  "  Just  as  many  ask  con- 
cerning New  Mexico,  Colorado,  Arizona, 
Utah,  Montana,  Idaho,  Washington,  and 
Wyoming,  each  about  as  large,  all  open- 
ing up  for  settlement,  and  needing  the 
preacher  and  the  church.  What  wonder, 
when  only  a  few  years  since  these  were 
set  down  on  the  maps  as  portions  of  the 
"  Qreat  American  Desert "  1 

"Your  account  of  the  settlement  of 
those  new  regions  reminds  me  of  a 
story  told  by  my  father  when  he  lived  in 
Maine,  years  ago,"  said  one  of  the  pro- 
fessors in  Williams  College,  as  we  were 
passing  out  from  a  little  missionary  talk 
with  the  students.  "  One  of  our  enterpris- 
ing young  neighbors  was* going  West,' 
to  the  frontier  town  of  Lowell,  in  Mas- 
sachusetts. It  elicited  much  interest 
among  his  friends,  and  was  the  general 
talk  tor  a  good  while ;  not  a  little  fear 
was  expressed  for  his  safety,  because  of 
hostile  tribes,  so  far  out  on  the  borders 
of  civilization!"  **  And  I  used  to 
hear,"  said  another,  **  thrilling  accounts 
of  tlie  early  settlement  of  Western  New 
York,  when  the  pioneer  had  to  cut  his 
way  through  thick  forests  to  his  home- 
stead, so  remote  from  friends  left  behind, 
that  he  never  expected  to  see  them 
again,  till  he  should  meet  them  in  Imma- 
nuel's  country."  "Yes,"  said  a  third, 
*'  and  I  remember  when  Ohio  was  the 
terminus  of  emigration,  and  Illinois, 
and  Wisconsin,  and  Indiana,  and  Michi- 
gan were  all  '  a  howling  wilderness,'  fit 
only  for  the  savage,  as  he  hunted  the 
bear  and  the  buffalo  in  those  trackless 
wastes."  And  is  it  very  strange  that  one 
should  have  asked,  *•  How  large  a  town 
is  Dakota?"  and  when  told  that  five 
New  Englands  could  be  set  down  within 
its  bounds,  that  he  should  have  thought 
to  himself,  *  it's  quite  a  town  ? '  But 
who  comprehends  the  full  magnitude  of 
the  field,  or  the  grandeur  of  the  work  ? ' 


We  are  yet  only  about  midway  between 
the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific.  But  as 
God  is  saying  by  his  providence,  "Qo 
forward  and  possess  the  whole  land/* 
good  old  Massachusetts  has  a  heart  to 
obey  tliis  call.  Her  generous  gifts  into 
the  treasury  of  the  Lord  show  it.  Her 
richer  gifts  of  young  men  and  women 
for  the  settlement  of  the  West  show  it 
Her  hearty  greetings  of  the  frontier  mis- 
sionary as  he  goes  among  her  churches 
show  it.  Her  large  gatherings  at  Con- 
ferences and  Conventions  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  work  of  missions  show  it. 
Such  expressions  as  the  following,  often 
made  by  one  and  another  show  it :  "  We 
shall  remember  your  talk  when  we  take 
up  our  Home  Missionary  collection.'* 
*'  The  Home  Missionary  work  is  the  great 
work  of  the  age,  and  essential  to  the  true 
prosecution  of  the  foreign  work."  **  The 
Home  Missionary  work  must  go  forward." 
**  The  Home  Missionary  work  is  worthy 
of  our  most  earnest  endeavors,  if  only  as 
philanthropists  and  patriots."  '*The 
Home  Missionary  work  is  God's  way  for 
binding  the  enemy,  and,  by-and-by, 
crowning  the  saints."  Old  men  often 
said,  "But  for  these  gray  locks  and 
feeble  steps  we  would  be  with  you." 
From  young  men  came  the  frequent  re- 
mark, "  Ensure  a  support,  and  we'll  go 
in  a  moment."  Business  men  sorrow- 
fully said,  "Times  are  dull;  no  divi- 
dends this  year ;  but  we  have  kept  up 
our  benevolent  contributions  as  hereto- 
fore ;  wish  the  times  were  better  that  we 
might  do  more."  *'  It's  a  glorious  work," 
"  God  bless  you,"  and  many  like  expres- 
sions. Do  they  not  show  that  Massachu- 
setts is  alive  to  the  great  work  of  Home 
Missions  ? 

The  question  was  often  asked,  "  What 
is  a  dug-out  or  a  sod-house  ?  "  and  if  one 
of  these,  so  often  the  only  castle  of  the 
early  settler,  and  occasionally  the  best 
habitation  that  the  frontier  missionary 
can  get,  could  be  exhibited  at  the  "  Cen- 
tennial," what  a  sensation  it  would  make  I 
It  was  a  very  natural  question,  also,  "  Are 
there  not  too  many  churches  in  those  new 
towns — half  a  dozen   of    different  de- 
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nominations,  when  there  should  be  but 
onef 

Of  course  the  sad  answer  was,  *'  Too 
many ;  but  what  can  we  do  ? ''  Christian 
comity  is  bemg  tried  by  two  branches  of 
the  church,  and  in  the  main  is  working 
well  with  us ;  and  if  others  would  come 
into  the  arrangement,  wouldn't  wc  throw 
up  our  hats  and  shout  for  joy  !  Are  we 
not  leading  the  van  in  this  direction? 
Bat  if  such  a  thing,  because  of  imperfec- 
tion or  wrong  sometohere,  cannot  be  for 
the  present,  what  is  left  for  us  but  to 
labor  on,  and  hope  and  pray  that  it  may 
come,  if  not  in  our  day,  perhaps  in  our 
diOdren's? 

It  was  cheering  to  receive  the  warm 
grasp  of  so  many  good  men  and  women 
who  were  alive  to  the  work  of  missions ; 
especially  cheering  to  meet  business  men 
to  whom  giving  is  a  pleasure,  not  merely 
a  duty ;  a  luxury,  not  simply  an  obliga- 
tion. It  was  doubly  cheering  to  hear 
pastors  say-<Qf  one  and  another  member, 
"That  man  is  always  giving,  and  the 
more  he  gives,  the  more  he  seems  to 
have.*'  "That  other  man,  who  always 
wears  the  same  cheerful  look,  in  addition 
to  Irther  large  benevolent  work,  has  edu- 
cated several  yoimg  men  and  started  them 
on  their  way  in  life."  **  And  that  one, 
though  engaged  in  extensive  business, 
keeps  the  Bible  in  his  counting-house, 
and  practically  says,  'My  business  all 
belongs  to  the  Lord.'  "  **  That  woman 
who  came  around  to  speak  to  you  " — and 
thffe  were  many  such — **  is  one  of  the  . 
royal  women  of  Zion."  And  what  could 
We  been  more  cheering  than  to  be  at  the 
great  feast  in  Faneuil  Hall,  at  the  close 
of  Anniversary  Week,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Boston  Congregational  Club  ?  I 
could  only  think  of  the  day  when  the 
tnimpet  shall  call  the  elect  of  the  uni- 
Yene  to  that  feast  where  all  the  treasures 
of  heaven  shall  beautify  the  banquet 
over  which  the  all-glorious  King  shall 
Pfeside.  That  day  of  rejoicing  will 
Wrdy  come.  But  first,  by  some  broad, 
syBtematic  plan,  every  member  in  all  our 
churches  must  be  reached,  and  each  one 
brought  to  do  his  just  proportion  towards 


the  prosecution  of  this  grand  work  in  all 
the  land,  and  so  in  all  the  world.  To 
help,  even  a  little,  in  this  direction  is  no 
mean  service. 


THE   MISSIONARY    SISTERS. 

[A  North-western  missionary's  wife,  on 
the  farther  banks  of  the  Missouri,  writes 
us  as  follows :  Will  not  every  Christian 
reader  respond  to  the  closing  request  ?] 

**  It  is  blowing  so  hard,  papa,  I'm 
afraid  Hattie  and  Emma  cannot  fill  my 
appointment  at  St.  H.  this  evening,''  and 
the  mother  looked  anxiously  out  into  the 
storm  of  sand  and  wind. 

"I  fear  not,"  said  the  gray-haired 
missionary  ;  **  but  perhaps  the  wind  will 
go  down  by  noon." 

**  Mamma,  the  wind  doesn't  blow  n«ir 
so  hard,"  exclaimed  Emma,  as  she  hur- 
ried home  at  noon  ;  "  we  do  want  to  go 
so  much." 

So  Jennie,  the  good  missionary  horse, 
is  taken  out  of  the  log-bam  and  har- 
nessed into  theN  family  wagon.  Water- 
proofs and  shawls  and  comfortables  are 
brought,  and  the  two  sisters,  aged  fifteen 
and  seventeen,  start  on  their  ten-mile 
tour.  Down  through  the  timber,  up  the 
chalk-bluff,  on  to  the  open  prairie,  they 
go,  calling  here  and  there  at  a  log- house 
for  a  word  of  cheer.  Now  St.  H.  comes 
in  view,  with  its  large  Catholic  church, 
to  the  right,  the  broad  Missouri  stretch- 
ing far  away  in  the  distance  at  the  left, 
and  in  front  the  small  village  of  the 
county-seat.  Ah  !  here  is  the  school- 
house,  and  school  is  just  out.  Now  they 
pause  at  the  door  of  Mr.  N.,  their  kind 
Danish  host,  where  is  the  nice,  new  Estey 
organ.  Here  come  Lina  and  Georgia, 
ready  to  spread  the  new^of  "a  Sabbath- 
school  sing"  to-night.  Supper  over, 
they  begin  to  come.  Swedes,  Norwe- 
gians, Danes,  Swiss,  Germans,  and 
Americans,  with  the  bright  ^^ Pure  Gold'''' 
in  their  hands,  and  cheerful  smiles  upon 
their  faces,  until  twenty-seven  have  gath- 
ered. 

And  now  ascends  the  chorus  of  voicep, 
unattuncd  to  harmony,  yet  sweet  and 
thrilling,  in  the  beautiful  hymns,  "  Our 
Sabbath   Home ; "  "  O  Lord,  revive  U9 
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again  ;^'  "  Our  beautiful  home  beyond," — i  thy  praise,  until  the  walls  of  Satan  are 
until  the  hour  is  chimed  from  the  old  broken  down,  and  the  temple  of  Jesus 
Catholic  tower  upon  the  hill ;  and  the !  is  built  up.'' 

youthful  Christian  heart  breathes  the  I  Will  not  the  friends  of  Home  Missions 
prayer :  "  Oh  Lord,  plant  here,  where  su-  ]  remember  this  "  Sunday-school  Band, 
perstition  has  reigned  supreme,  thy  blessed  i  and  these  youthful  missionary  workers  ? " 
gospel      Fill  these  young  hearts  with 


#ttv  €0'0pttiiiivt  ^0tUtU$. 


American  Oongregational  Union.  details,  he  adds:  ^*The  Lord  has 
Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  D.D.,  Sec,  69  Bible  accepted  the  tithes  we  have  brought  in 

TT^.,.^  "KTo^  v^-L-  a^  SO  much  sacrifice,  and  has  poured  us 

liouse,  JNew  lorK  i  ^^^  ^  blessing.     I  have  admitted  at  the 

Rev.  Christopher  Cushino,  D.D.,  Sec,   ^^^  ^^^  communions  forty-8et>m  pereons. 

20  Congregational  House,  Boston.  This  ingathering  has  been  almost  wholly 

N.  A.  Calkins,  Treas.,  69  Bible  House, '  from  the  members  of  our  own  congrega- 


tion— twenty  of  them  the  children  of  the 
church." 

presented  by  this  centennial  year,  that  so i  ,       ,         _        ,  ,.   ,  ^       j  i     xt 

!l««„r. L^^:^«-i .1...-.KI.  »«  ^«ii  ocimust  be  cheered  and  lightened!     Now 


New  York. 

It  has  been  one  of  the  hopeful  omens 


many  Congregational  churches,  as  well  as 
those  of  other  names,  have  been  stimu- 
lated to  successful  efforts  to  clear  their 
church  property  from  debt  Not  only  is 
the  home  work  of  a  church  crippled  in 


his  hands  are  free.  He  can  rejoice  in  the 
divine  faithfulness.  He  and  his  church 
can  set  themselves  to  labor  with  new 
hope  while  they  pour  out  their  thanks- 


ui.uuj        X      Jii.u4   jrivincs    before  God.     Now   he    has  a 
many  ways  by  the  burden  of  a  debt,  but  f       ®  _.  _.        ,       j.i 

..„    'J.^  1 ..  :-.  .1..  1 l^^^.  heart  to  send  for  a  Manual,  and  take  a 


collection   for    the  needy  churches  of 


its  power  to  co-operate  in  the  benevolent 

work,  which  aims  to  carry  forward  the   ^,    .  ,  ,     wi  i.  ^^  *•       i 

.  .     ^  ^  n  ji  •    r      *i      Chnst:  and  doubtless  each  Congregational 

kingdom  of  God  amoug  men,  is  for  the;       .    '        ^,    .  ,.  ,      .„  i 

..    ®.     ,  *  1    i.     w  \^     1 4.      X  society  for  Christian  work  will  be  remem- 

time  m  large  part  lost.     We  doubt  not   .       /.    .  ^,  i.i-        *      i 

*i    *  *u      «  -*  J         -is  t  '  bercd  in  its  turn.     These  are  the  natural 

that  the  efforts    and  S8.cnhces  of  many .  "^  ^^ 

^,       ,        ,    .        ,,  .        ,     .      •  results  of    what    they  have    done  for 

churches  dunng  the  year,   in    placmg   _,    .  ,,.,,■•        *     *u 

..  ,       .         .    ,         J    V     J      *  Christ,  and  what  he  has  done  for  them 

themselves  m  an  independent  and  untram-  ' 

melled    position,   have  been    richly  re- 
warded, not  merely  by  the  feeling  of 


We  refer  to  this  case,  not  only  to  en- 
courage those  that  unfortunately  are  in 

,.  r      J         *    ^    i.  -J     debt  to  attempt  to  relieve  themselves,  but 

relief  and  comfort  at  once  expenenced,     ,  ,    ^.     n    i.  i     4.1  -^     «.i,^ 

but  also    by  the    auickcnin/of    their  ''^  omphatically  to  urge  brethren,  T.ho 


by  the    quickening 

Christian  grace^  and  the  outpouring  of 

the  Holy  Spirit  on  them  from  on  high. 

A  beloved  pastor  writes  as  follows : 

"  Please  send  me  a  copy  of  the  Manual 
of  the  Congregational  Union.  I  wish  to 
preach  on  the  work  of  the  Union,  and 
take  up  our  annual  collection.  You  will 
be  interested  to  know  that  our  effort  to 
wipe  out  that  old  debt,  of  which  I 
wrote  you,  has  been  quite  successful.  It 
ought  to  be  added  that  not  one  dollar 
of  the  money  has  come  from  outside  our 
own  society."    Then,  after  giving  the 


are  about  to  build  houses  of  worship, 
fwt  to  get  themseJves  in  debt.  We  cannot 
help  knowing  that  by  far  too  many  do ; 
and  we  know  how  strong  the  argument 
seems  for  building  a  much  more  costly 
church  than  the  people  can  pay  for,  at  a 
point  regarded  as  important.  But  over 
and  over  agam,  in  spite  of  the  argument, 
we  have  seen  churches  defeat  their  own 
purpose,  and  lose  their  investments,  or 
bind  themselves  hand  and  foot,  by  in- 
volving themselves  in  hopeless  financial 
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embarrassment  Certainly  it  is  better,  if 
a  people  can  raise  but  $1,000,  or  $1,500, 
to  build  the  best  chapel  they  can  build 
for  that,  and  use  it  in  freedom  till  they 
are  able  to  build  a  better,  than  to  con- 
tract a  debt  by  which  they  must  be  pain- 
fully burdened  for  years,  or  must  go 
abroad  for  help,  so  taking  the  money  from 
other  and  more  pmdent,  needy  churches. 
Private  appeals  for  aid  in  such  cases  are 
becoming  more  and  more  unwelcome  to 
the  contributing  churches,  and  in  most 
cases  prove  unsuccessful  in  the  end.  In 
these  financially  distressing  times,  espe- 
cially, the  true  wisdom  certainly  is  for 
each  church  to  build  such  a  house  as  can 
be  built  with  whatever  sum  it  is  able  by  its 
be8t  efforts  to  raise,  supplemented  by  such 
aid  as  the  giving  churches  will  enable 
the  Congregational  Union  to  afford. 

We  pray  our  friends  who  love  to  help 
the  weak  churches  to  remember  that  ap- 
plications are  now  accumulated  on  the  files 
of  the  Union,  which  it  has  not  the  funds 
to  meet.  Until  the  treasury  is  replenish- 
ed, these  needy  brethren  must  suffer. 


American  College  and   Edac«tion   So- 
ciety.       * 

Riv.  Incrbabe   N.  Tahbox,  D.D..  Sec. 
Jambs  M.  Gk>RDON,  Esq.,  Treas. 
Office,  No.  32  Cong.  House,  Boston. 

Money  may  be  sent  either  to  the  Treas- 
tirer,  in  Boston,  or  to  Rev.  R.  B.  How- 
ard, 62  Bible  House,  New  York. 

In  a  previous  number  reference  was 
made  to  the  debate  which  has  been  going 
on  at  the  West,  as  to  the  comparative 
merits  and  advantages  of  the  so-called 
Christian  colleges  and  State  colleges  or 
universities.  It  has  seemed  to  some  per- 
sons that  we  did  not  fully  enough  recog- 
nize the  fact  that  these  State  institutions 
might  be  pervaded  with  a  true  Christian 
spirit,  and  especially  that  the  professors 
^d  teachers  in  them  might  be  as  truly 
iflflaenced  by  Christian  motives  and  aims 
tt  those  in  the  institutions  of  the  other 
chiss.  Moreover,  it  has  been  thought 
that  what  we  wrote  might  imply  that  a 
State  coUege  woiQd  necessarily  be  hostile 


to  what  we  have  called  the  Christian 
college,  and  would  seek  to  undermine 
and  thwart  it.  We  did  not  mean  to  con- 
vey these  impressions.  We  have  no  doubt 
whatever  that  many  men,  officially  con- 
nected with  those  State  institutions,  are  aa 
truly  Christian  in  all  their  aims  and  pur- 
poses as  the  men  connected  with  the 
others.  Indeed  it  has  grown  to  be  so 
much  the  habit  of  our  people  to  associate 
religion  with  a  college,  that  a  State  uni- 
versity is  likely,  especially  in  its  earlier 
years,  to  be  conducted  largely  upon  true 
Christian  principles. 

All  that  we  meant  to  say  was  this,  viz.: 
that  from  the  very  constitution  of  a 
State  university,  from  the  associations 
that  surround  it,  and  the  temptations 
that  bc^et  it,  in  the  long  run,  it  cannot 
do  the  work  whicli  the  churches  want 
done.  No  denominations  can  rely  upon 
the  State  college,  from  generation  to 
generation,  for  an  adequate  supply  of 
ministers.  However  Christian  its  aims 
may  be  at  the  outset,  it  will  inevitably  be 
turned  aside,  in  the  course  of  years, 
mainly  to  secular  education.  It  will  be 
changing  and  uncertain.  We  shall 
never  be  likely  to  see  in  State  insti- 
tutions that  steady  and  continuous  policy 
which  has  so  generally  prevailed  in  our 
C/hristian  colleges.  From  the  very  nature 
of  things  this  must  be  so,  and  not  because 
their  instructors  wish  it  to  be  so.  The 
strife  of  political  parties,  the  jealousy  of 
denominations,  the  hostility  of  the  un- 
cliristian  portions  of  society,  determine 
what  shall  go  on  in  these  institutions. 

But  secular  education  is  good,  and 
there  is  no  need,  therefore,  that  there 
should  be  any  war  between  colleges  of 
these  different  classes.  This  country  ia 
large  enoufijh,  so  tliat  the  State  institutions 
can  thoroughly  try  the  experiment  upon 
which  they  have  entered. 

We  have  again  reached  that  season  of 
the  year  when  our  colleges  and  theologi- 
cal schools  are  opening  upon  their  new 
year  of  study.  All  the  signs  indicate 
that  the  work,  wliich  the  American  Col- 
lege and  Education  Society  must  be 
called  upon  to  do,  will  be  large.     In  our 
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last  financial  year,  418  young  men  were 
upon  the  list  of  the  Society,  and  the 
number  will  not  probably  be  less  during 
the  present  financial  year.  The  young 
men  studying  for  the  ministry,  and  the 
young  colleges  rising  up  on  our  Western 
borders,  are  both  in  more  necessitous  cir- 
cumstances than  usual,  arising  out  of  the 
troubled  condition  of  the  country.     The 


churches  last  year  did  well  for  this  cause, 
and  we  trust  the  same  will.be  true  the 
present  year.  Without  any  wish  to  give 
our  enterprise  an  undue  prominence,  fully 
recognizing  the  claims  of  all  our  great 
benevolent  organizations,  we  are  yet  firm 
in  the  conviction  that  this  cause  cannot 
be  neglected  with  safety  to  the  other8,|nor 
with  safety  to  the  churches. 


§^p))iiitttm«nti$  in  §^n^ut,  1876. 


Not  in  commUtion  kut  year. 

Boy.  John  Hooper,  San  Andreas,  Gopperopolis  and 

Morphya,  GaL 
BeT.  Swing  0.  Tade,  Aubnra  and  Rooklin,  Cal. 
Rev.  Boselle  T.  Cross,  Colorado  SprlngR,  Col. 
Rev.  James  Brunker,  Antelope,  Kan. 
Bev.  William  B.  Egleston,  Waahara,  Falrview  and 

Allen,  Kan. 
Bev.  Jacob  P.  Onyton,  Elk  Biver,  Minn. 
Bev.    George   B.  Adamfi,   Bockwell,    Sheffield   and 

Chapln,  Iowa. 
Bev.  Fayette  Hard,  Cherokee  and  Hazard  Station, 

Iowa. 
Bev.  John  B.  Bidwell,  Baraboo,  Wis. 
Bev.  James  B.  Knodell,  Ironton,  Lavalle  and  Oak 

HUl,  Wis. 
Bev.    Lcander   Gnrtise,    Weldon   Creek,    Sherman, 

Sonth  Branch  and  oat-statlono,  Mich. 
Bev.  Clarence  Finster,  Pario,  Mich. 
Bev.  ^Charles  K.  Gibson,    Bosoommon    and    West 

Branch,  Mich. 
Bev.  Caslmlr  B.  Lndwig,  Hubbardston,  Mich. 
Bev.  J.  Charles  Thompson,  Genesee  and  Mt.  Morris, 

Mich. 
Bov.  Dana  Sherrill,  Forest,  111. 
Bev.  R  Hale,  Baiting  HoUow,  N.  Y. 

JU-commUgioned, 

Bev.  Jacob  P.  Ellis,  SeatUe,  Wash.  Ter. 

Bev.  William  C.  Stewart,  Lockoford  and  Lodi,  Cal. 

Bev.  Clarendon  M.  Sanders,  Cheyenne,  Wyo. 

Bev.  Lewis  Bridgman,  Biohland  and  Eden,  Dak. 

Bev.  Thomas  Bayne,  Columbna,  Neb. 

Bev.  Albert  Pitch,  Central  City  and  out-stations,  Neb. 

Bev.  George  Bent;  Seneca,  Kan. 

Bev.  William  E.  Catlin,  Garfield  and  Kin<4ey,  Kan. 

Bev,  James  G.  Dougherty,  Ottawa,  Kan. 

Bev.  Jared  W.  Fox,  Bidgeway  and  Monmouth,  Kan. 

Bev.  Henry  Hoddle,  MoPherson,  Empire,  Ashland, 

King  City,  Pleasant  Bldge  and  Milton,  Kan. 
Bev.  John  Phillips,  Neosho  Falls  and  Geneva,  Kan. 


Bev.  Enoch  E.  Rogers,  Eureka  and  Hodgson,  Kaa. 

Bev.  Lewis  E.  Sikes,  Clear  Creek,  Pleasant  HIU  and 
out-stations,  Kan. 

Bev.  Oliver  P.  Ohamplin,  Sleepy  Bye,  Bums,  Iberij 
and  Golden  State,  Minn. 

Bev.  Charles  W.  Merrill,  Spring  Valley,  Minn. 

Bev.  Otis  A.  Starr,  Montevideo  and  Lac  Qui  Parle, 
Minn. 

Bev.  Edwin  S.  Williams,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Bev.  John  M.  Bowers,  Parkert^urgand  vicinity,  Iowa. 

Bev.  Frederick  W.  Judleach,  Davenport,  Iowa. 

Bev.  Beiij.  F.  Monroe,  Lost  Nation  and  Berlin  Sta- 
tion,  loW.K 

Bev.  Horace  H.  Robbins,  Aldon  and  Buckeye,  Iowa. 

Bev.  John  D.  Sands,  Belmond,  Clarion  and  oat-sta- 
tions,  loww. 

Bev.  Peter  Wcidmann,  Lanxing  Bidge,  Iowa. 

Rev.  John  1*.  Chamberlain,  Bloomer,  Wis. 

Rev.  Owen   P. '  Clinton,    Stephensville,    Greenvilks 
Clinton ville  and  out- stations.  Wis. 

Rev.  WiUiam  C.    Hicks,  Big  Spring,  Kilboom  and 
Jackson,  Wis. 

Rev.  William  Houghton.  VIroqua,  Wis. 

Rev.  William  C.  Sanford,  Oak  Grove,  Wis. 

Bev.  OrviUe  S.  Smith,  Spring  Green,  Wis. 

Bev.  Leman  N.  Barber,  Olive  and  Bobiuson,  Mich. 

Bev.  Cyrenius  N.  Coulter,  BankP,  Mitchell  and  Cen- 
tral Lake,  Mich. 

Bev.  Adin  H.  Fletcher,  Porllanil,  Muh. 

Bev.  Lewis  Hale,  Onekama  aii«l  vicinity,  Mich. 

Bev.  Ward  I.  Hunt,  Bichmond  tmd  CuIumbtiH,  Mich. 

Bev.  Levi  P.  Spelman,  Stanton,  Miih. 

Bev.  Otis  B.  Waters,  Hersey  and  Reed  City,  Mich. 

Rev.  James  WattH,  Lawrence  and  out  stations,  Mich. 

Rev.  George  C.  Adams,  Hillsboro,  111. 

Rev.  James  Hodges,  Shirland,  111. 

Rev.  George  B.  Hubbard,  Pecatonica,  HI. 

Rev.  Henry  O.  Pendleton,  Nebraska  and  Gridley,  Dl. 

Rev.  Edward  P.  Wheeler,  Wllmette,  HI. 

Rev.  Elizur  Andrus,  Angola  and  Fremont,  Ind. 

Rev.  Joseph  Adams,  Corry,  Carter  Hill  and  Oolom- 
bus.  Pa. 


§ttti^U    in    ^U0tt|8t,    1876. 


NBW  HAMPSHIRE— |8,MS.04. 

Baoeived  by  L.  D.  Stevens,  Treas.  M.  H. 

M.  Soc. : 

Bristol,  |8  89 

Conoonl,  A  Friend,  50  00 

Prancestown,  J.  KingsbuTy,         10  OU 

HennDur.  to  coiurfe.  M.  PMslee 

M  L.  jr.,  dO  00 


ICanchester,  Piret, 

6S  40 

Milford, 

133  25 

New  Ipswich, 

16  50 

Pelham, 

30  0(1 

t  Henniker,  On  aocoimt  of  Legacy  of  H. 
Gibson,  by  Bev.  B.  H.  Greeley, 
HoUis.  On  account  of  Legate  of   Mrs. 
Ann  MoDonald,  byB.  T.  Wheeler,  Bz., 


336  04 

6,500  00 
100  00 


1876. 
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Thornton's  Ferry,  A  Friend,  $5  OU 

Warner,  Mrs.  F.  Baton,  1  00 

MASSAGHySBTTB— 13,666.00. 

MAM.  Home  iOiaa.   Soo.,  by  C.  Deipond, 

Treaa.,  S^SOO  00 

Greenfield.  Second,   by  Min    L.  A..   Spar- 
hawk,  100  00 
Horthboro,  N.  Fiaher,  10  00 
Princeton,  by  Rev.  O.  W.  Howe,  to  const. 

llni.  Sarah  A  Fay  a  L.  M.,  44  00 

Springfield,  '' Centennial,''  1,000  00 

\l^  Brookfldd,  Henry  WUkina,  2  GO 

COlCNECTlCXrr— 197«.80. 

Beceived  by  F.  T.  Jarman  .* 

Guilford,  First,  $68  00 

Min  Elbca  Dudley,  10  00 

North  Haven,  E.  Dickennan,  S  00 


Oonnecticnt,  **  Friends  of  Home  Missionfi,''' 
Hartford,  Talcott  street,  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Hill, 
Kiilingworth,  Home  Misa.  Soc.,  by  J.  Buell, 
Korth  Woodstock,  by  E.  Child,  to  com^ 

Miaa  Florence  May  a  L.  M., 
Foqnonnock,  by  Bev.  W.  H.  Fhipp.*, 
Sharon,    On    account    of    Legacy  of   H. 

Cowlea,  by  R.  Smith,  Ex., 
West  Hartford,  Indies'  Sew.  Soc.  of  Cen- 
ter   District^    by   Mrs.  B.  W.  Morrii>, 
freigfat, 
West  Killingly,  Westfield,  by  H.  N.  Clem- 

oos. 
West  Meriden,  W.  H.  C, 
Woodbridge,  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  by  W.  M. 
Beeq^er,  to  const.  Mrs.  D.  SmiUi  and 
Mrs.  William  H.  Warner  L.M8., 
Woodstock,  by  W.  D.  Carroll,  to  const. 
Miss  EL  H.  FlynnaL.M., 

HEW  YORK— IS17.59. 

Brooklyn,  Central,  by  J.  H.  Fract, 
"  New  England,''  by  J.  W.  Skinner, 

Copenhagen,  by  Rev.  E.  Perkinis 

Danby,  by  O.  F.  Beardsley, 

QilbertBville,  Rev.  A.  Wood, 

Maine,  Mrs.  C.  Mareau,  by  R«jv.  J.  Wcller, 

lOnervilie,  by  Rev.  G.  A.  Cnrtip, 

Moravia,  First,  by  L.  Stozell, 

New  York  City,  W.  BUlard, 

Northville^  by  C.  P.  HoweU, 

Orwell,  by  Rev.  B.  S.  Cnwby, 

fiodmsin,  by  Rev.    S.  Johnson,  to  oonat. 
Dea.  W.  &  Dodge  a  L.  M., 

Utica,  by  Bev.  R.  G.  Jones, 

Wadham'B  Mills,  by  Rev.  D.  K.  Pangbom, 

Woodhaven,  First,  by  Rev.  W.  James, 

RW  JEBSEY— fSOO.OO. 

Montdair,  Firsts  by  J.  B.  Beadle, 
PKNNS  YLVAN  lA— $6 .  56. 

Rioevilla,  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Davison, 

OHIO— 16.00. 

Alliance.  Rev.  J.  M.  Thomas  and  family, 
Booth  Charleston,  Mary  D.  Kelaey,  *'  a 
Wrtbday  gift," 

INDIANA— f6.9B. 

TndianapoHw,  Sabbath-school, 

aLINOIB-fS8a.88. 
Bine  laiand,  addl. 


70  00 

600  00 

S  67 

82  16 

aoao 

16  86 
36  25 


6  00 

164  65 

10  00 


86  38 

30  00 


147  eo 

18  66 

11  50 

15  00 

5  00 

1  00 
5  00 

10  73 

2  00 
50  00 

2  93 

30  00 
7  60 

5  00 

6  62 


200  CO 

6  66 

6  00 
1  00 

6  95 


1  00 
17  00, 

i456l 


Greenville,  First,  add'I,  by  Rev  F.  A.  Arm- 

stronfi:, 
Mendota, 
New  Hampton, 
Princeton,  Mrs.  Mary  K.  Carey. 

do.        Sabbath-achool, 
Qaincy,  First  Union, 


MISSOURI— #26.00. 

Carthage,  by  Rev.  B.  F.  Fal»i, 
La  Gi-ange,  by  Rev.  J.  Schaorer, 
Lebanon,  First,  by  Rev.  A.  H.  Missildine, 


$1  00 
15  00 

1  23 
100  00 

1  80 
72  25 


5  00 
10  00 
10  00 


MICHIGAN— $181.93. 


Bedford,    $26;    East    Johnstown,      $11; 

Johnstown  and  Barry,  $11.70,  by  Rev.  J. 

L.  Crane,  f(  70 

Flat  Rook,  by  Rev.  R.  Parsons,  12  00 

Romeo,  by  W.  Loud,  62  23 

Three  Oaks,  Firbt,  by  Rev.  P.  B.  Parrey,  10  00 

WISCONSIN— $397.24. 

Received  by  Rev.  F.  B.  Doe : 
Ripon,    A.  P.    Harwood,  $60 ; 
MrM.  M.  B.  Norton,  $6 ;  others, 
$T2.1J*,  $127  18 

Roeendalc,  87  25 

Waupun,  17  00 


181  88 


Received  by  Rev.  H.  A.  Miner : 
Black  Earth,    by  Rev.    M.    M. 

Martin,  $12  26 

Blue  Mound,  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Davis,    10  00 
Bristol  and  Paris,  by  Bev.  T.  Gil- 
lespie, 26  00 
Emmutt  and   Ixonia,  by  Rev.  T. 

Jones,  10  00 

Fort   Atkinson,    by    Bev.    E.  J. 

Montague,  81  00 

Mazomanio,  by  Rev.  M.  M.  Martin,  20  40 
Ocononiowoc.  by  Rev.  A.  B.  Tracy,  80  00 
Prairie  du  Chien,   by  Rev.  C.  F. 

Clapp,  7  00 

Shopiere,  by  Dea.  Holmes,  16  00 


Friendship  and  New  Chester,  add'I,  by  Rev, 

P.  R.  SUples, 
Hartland.  by  Rev.  J.  Fasactt, 
New  Lisbon,  Prosb.  Cn.,  by  Rev.  A.  A. 

Young, 
Oakflcld,  by  Rev.  D.  Wirt, 


IOWA— $62.66. 

Received  by  Rev.  B.  Adams : 
Osage,  Woman's  Miss.  Soc.,  $6  06 

Rock  Falls,  Woman's  Miss.  Soc,        8  80 

Belle  Grove,  Friends,  $6.75;  Elk  River, 
$6.16 ;  Pre*<ton,  $6 ;  Sterling,  $6 ;  Whis- 
key Center,  Friends,  $3,  by  Rev.  O. 
Emerson, 

Bolmond,  Rev.  J.  D.  Sands, 

Gamavmo,  $12.74;  National,  $7.16,  by 
Rev.  B.  C.  Downs, 


MINNESOTA— $248.82. 

Reoeived    by  W.    Cheney,  Treas. 

Minn.   H.  M.  Soc.: 
Austin,  to  const  A.  Knox  and  F. 

A.  Richardson  L.  Ms.,  $63  77 

Minneapolis,   Plymouth,  13  86 


161  66 

1  21 
10  00 

24  00 

19  00 


14  85 


26  90 
200 

19  90 


Baldwin,  $1 ;  Princeton,  %%\  B«t.O.  C.'B. 
and  wife,  $5,  by  Eev.  C.  0.  Breed, 
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Clear  Water,   First,   by  Rev.    J.    G.  D. 

Steams,  f  14  72 

Montioello,  by  Rev.  D.  Jenklnfs  10  00 

Nortbfleld,  by  Q.  M.  PhiUips,  115  TT 

St.  Paul,  Plymouth,  by  Rev.  L.  H.  Cobb,  22  20 

KANSAS— $63.70. 

Bavaria  and  BrookviUe,    by  Rfv.   8.   G. 

Wright,  14  20 
Dry  Creek  and  Emporia,   Welsh,  by  Rev. 

H.  Rees,  30  00 

Predonia,  First,  by  Rev.  H.  Jones,  7  00 

Valley  Brook,  by  Rev.  L.  Newcomb,  2  60 


NEBRASKA— $45.50. 

Crete,  by  Rev.  H.  Bross,  15  00 

Mrs.  li.  Veitas,  by  Rev.  C.  F.  Veitz,  5  00 

Kearney,  by  Rev.  L.  B.  Flfleld,  6  00 

Monroe,  by  Rev.  C.  C.  Starbuck,    .  9  60 

Strahmburg,  A  Friend,  by  Rev.  C.  Seccombe,  10  00 


HOME  MISSIONARY, 


12  70 


913,316  50 


DanaUont  q/  Clothing,  etc. 

New  Havan,  Conn.,  Ladies'  See.  of  Third  Ch., 

by  Mrs.  H.  Beebe,  box,  $114  48 

Newport,   R.    I.,   Ladies,   l<y  Miss  Eliza  R. 

Hammctt,  box  and  cash, 
Norwich,  Conn.,  Ladies*  Soc.  of  Park  Ch.,  by 

Mrs.  L.  B.  Young,  two  boxes. 
West  Hartford,  Conn.,  Center  District  Ladies* 

Sew.  Soc.,  by  Mrs.  E.  W.  Morris,  bbl.,  115  00 

Whitinsville,  MasH.,  Ladies'  Benev.  Soc.,  a 

box, 


206  00 
476  34 


2(K)  00 


KeceipU   qf  the  MaetacAueette  Rome  2liaaUmarv 
Society^  in  August^  Obablu  Dkmokd,  Treaa. 


Asdover  West,  by  B.  Boyniion, 

Bedford,  Trin.,  mon.  con., 

Boston,  village,  to  const.  John  Dorell  a  L.M. 

Vine  Street,  mon.  con., 

Charlestown,  Kate  A.  Duncan, 

Mrs.  Livermore, 
Boxboro,  West,  Sabbath- school,  by  W.  H. 

Wood, 
Boylston,  by  H.  Brigham, 
Carver,  North, 

Dedham,  Mrs.  C.  M.  Gilmore. 
Framingham,  Plymouth,  by  C.  Williams, 
Gloucester,  Evan.,  mon.  con., 

Sabbath-school,  by  P.  D.  Smith,  Snpt, 

Lnnesville, 
Hanover, 

Hiram,  Me.,  Q.  W., 
Holliston,  by  T.  B.  Andrews, 
Littleton,  Dea.  Otis  Manning, 
Medway  West,  Second, 
Nantucket,  Legacy  of  Dr.  B.  P.  Fearing,  by 

Jos.  Mitchell.  Ex., 
Newburyport,    Belleville,  to   const.  W.    8. 

Jaques  a  L.  M.,  and  C.  K.  Hale,  Mrs.  J. 

Currier  and    Mrs.  J.  B.  Blake  L.  Ms.  of 

A:  H.  M.  Soc, 

Mrs.  S.  W.  Halo, 
North  Andover,  by  J.  S.  Sanborn,  to  const. 

F.  W.  Frisby  a  L.  M., 
Oakland.  Cal.,  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Sutton, 
Randolpn,  by  O.  H.  Leach, 
Royalston,  by  J.  Walker, 


$53  54 

26  75 

60  00 

10  00 

1  00 

2  00 

13  85 

18  75 

46  00 

5  00 

300  00 

6  61 

50  00 

6  00 

«  75 

5  00 

1^9  00 

75  00 

21  13 

500  00 


543  31 
100  00 

50  00 

2  00 

116  05 

136  26 


Saxonville,  Edwards, 
Pilgrim,  by  J.  Fay, 
Southboro.  Trin.,  mon.  con., 
Taunton,  Trin., 

West  Brookfleld,  Firrt,  by  J.  8.  Gleason, 
Wobum,  North, 

Worcester,  Estate  of  Mrs.  T.  S.  Boardman, 
Home  Missionary, 


$83  00 

30  00 

26  76 

100  00 

12  87 

49  18 

10  00 

4  00 

$2,635  64 


DonaHotu  of  Cloihirig,  etc.^  received  at  the  qfflee  ^ 
the  Jfasa.  Home  Mite.  Soc.^  Boston. 


Andover    South,    Ladies*    Charitable    Soc.. 

barrel, 
Ashflcld,  by  Mrs.  A.  Perry,  caeh, 
Barrc,  by  Mrs.  O.  Clark,  barrel, 
Dalton.  by  Mrs.  C.  E.  West,  two  barrels, 
Hinsdale,  by  Mrs.  C.  J.  Kittredge,  barrel, 
Metrimac,  Ladies'  Social  Circle,  barrel, 
Warren,  by  M.  L.  Hastings,  a  barrel, 
Springfield,  by  Mrs.  R.  R.  B.  McClean,  three 

barrels, 
West  Medway,  by  Mrs.  C.  H.  Deane,  barrel. 


$100  00 
13  00 
68  00 
lOS  76 
79  00 
74  03 
88  67 

456  00 
66  00 


Reoe4pta  of  the  Connecticut  Home  Miaeionary  So- 
ciety ^  in  AuguM,  Jamcs  L.  Ohapmah,  Treae. 


Bloomfield,  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Hallock,  to  const. 

Frederick  McKenzie  a  L.  M., 
Colchester,  First,,  by  E.  Ransom, 
East  Hartford,  by  E.  A.  Williams, 
Enfleld,  Mary  P.  Allen,  to  const  herself  a 

L.  M., 
Hartland,  First,  by  O.  C.  Gates, 
Middletown,  First,  monthly,  by  H.  E.  Sawyer, 
Milton,  by  Rev.  G.  J.  Harrison, 
Norfolk,  by  Elizur  Dowd, 
Rocky  Hill,  add'l,  by  T.  D.  Williams, 
Thomaston,  by  P.  Darrow, 
Waterbury,    First,    semi-annual,    by 

Hoadley, 
West  Suffleld,  by  Benj.  Sheldon, 


P.    B. 


$31  00 

161  21 

30  00 

SO  00 

702 

r.  36  00 

200 

122  79 

12  53 

41  86 

180  00 

6  80 

$609  90 


Receipts  of  the  Ohio  Home  Missionary  Society^  in 
August^  F.  C.  SxasxoNB,  Treas. 


Lafayette,  by  Rev.  E.  F.  Baird, 

Oberlin,  Second,  by  E.  Regel, 

Twinsburgh,  by  E.  Cronse, 

York,  by  Rev.  E.  F.  Baird. 

Received  by  Rev.  Dr.  Wolcott,  Sec.: 
Low  Run,  by  Rev.  L.  L.  Fay, 
Edinburgh,  by  Rev.  H.  Geer, 
Hartford,  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Aikman, 
Hudson,  by  M.  Mcsser, 
Indian  Run,  Pa.,  by  Rev.  S.  Manning, 
Lexington,  by  Rev.  W.  T.  Richardson, 
Lock,  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Aikman, 
Mercer,  Pa.,  by  Rev.  8.  Manning, 
Randolph,  Pa.,  by  D.  8.  Keep, 
Ravenna,  by  Rev.  A.  M.  Hills, 
Ripley,  by  Rev.  A.  H.  Leonard, 
South  Amherst,  by  J.  W.  Humphrey, 


$6  20 

81  68 

8  00 

200 

6  00 

90  96 

19  58 

15  00 

5  00 

18  00 

876 

8  16 

16  79 

16  00 

600 

5  00 

$168  38 


Ik  Momt  MmimMi 


Go, Pbbach  the  €k)SPBL Ifarkx^,  15. 

How  shall  they  preach  except  they  be  sbnt  ?  .  Horn,  z.  15. 


▼oLZLIZ.  NOVEMBER,  1876.  No.  7. 


FIFTY  YEARS  OF  HOME  MISSIONS  EST  ILLINOIS 

[The  following  paper  from  Rev.  J.  E.  Roy,  D.D.,  read  before  the  IllmoiA  General 
Afi^ooiation  last  May,  and  published  in  the  New  Bnglander  of  July,  contains  so  mnch 
of  the  most  yaloable  information,  that  our  readers  have  a  right  to  look  for  it  in  these 
pagea  Only  the  first  part  is  now  given.  The  remainder  may  be  expected  next  month. 
The  HofM  Missionary  is,  and  is  designed  to  be,  amongst  other  things,  a  repository  and 
Btorehonse  of  the  history  of  oas  national  evangelization — already  becoming  one  of  the 
nuMt  atimalating  and  inspiring  histories  within  the  whole  circle  and  compass  of  Ohris- 
tiaaannalB.] 

Tms  is  not  only  the  Jubilee  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  but  the 
fiftieth  year  of  its  operations  in  Illinois.  "  And  ye  shall  hallow  the  fiftieth  year." 
When  this  Society  was  borti,  Illinois  was  only  eight  years  old.  After  the  founding 
of  Kaskaskia  by  the  French  in  1707,  the  first  American  settlement  in  the  State  was 
made  by  Kentuckians  in  1788.  In  1820  the  census  reported  55,211.  In  1826  the 
Bew  Society  came  to  its  work  in  Illinois  for  70,000  people;  and  at  the  end  of  half 
•  century  it  looks  back  upon  what  it  has  done  in  this  State  now  containing  3,000,- 
000  souls,  as  many  as  the  colonies  numbered  a  hundred  years  ago. 

The  same  year  in  which  this  Society  began  its  work,  the  first  riilway  was  started 

ill  the  United  States.     And  to-day  Illinois  has  7,109  miles  of  railroad — 1,400  miles 

more  than  any  other  State.     When,  six  years  after  this  Society  began  its  work  in 

Illinois,  Abraham  Lincoln  went  forth  as  Captain  of  militia  in  the  Black  Hawk  war, 

only  3,000  men  were  mustered  in  the  State  for  a  summer  campaign.     But  when, 

thirty  years  later,  he  was  chosen  to  serve  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and 

Kavy  of  the  United  States,  his  calls  were  responded  to  in  Illinois  by  258,217  three 

yean  men,  of  whom  28,842,  along  with  him,' laid  down  their  lives  for  their  country. 

At  the  time  of  that  Black  Hawk  war,  the  settlers  who  had  ventured  out  from  Fort 

Dsarbom  twenty  miles  had  to  fiee  back — one  of  those  families  being  that  of  Judge 

Blodgett,  of  the  United  States  Court.     And  now  around  Fort  Dearborn  stands 

Chicago. 

In  1826,  Illinois  had  one  Representative  in  Congress;  in  1876,  she  has  nineteen. 
In  1819  the  first  two  Sabbath  schools  were  set  up  in  this  State,  and  now  there  are 
6,000  of  them.  In  1793,  the  first  common  school  in  the  Territory;  now  there  are 
11,648  free  public  schools.  When  this  Society  was  bom,  Illinois  had  cast  but  two 
presidential  votes ;  now  she  has  furnished  two  double-term  Presidents. 

The  first  Protestant  preaching  in  Illinois  resulted  in  a  revival  of  religion  and  in 
a  Baptist  charcb  organization— 1706  -with  rules  opposed  to  slavery.    As  late  as 
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1812,  Rev.  Samuel  J.  Mills,  on  bis  tour  through  the  West  and  Southwest,  in  behalf 
of  the  Missionary  Society  of  Connecticut  and  of  a  local  Bible  Society,  reported 
that  in  the  Illinois  Territory  there  was  not  a  Presbyterian  or  Congregational  minis- 
ter— that  there  were  five  or  six  Methodist  preachers,  with  about  six  hundred  mem- 
bers, and  five  Baptist  churches  with  one  hundred  and  twenty  members.  To-day 
the  Protestant  church  organizations  of  Illinois  number  4,298. 

Turning  from  these  general  contrasts,  let  U9  look  at  that  specific  missionary  work 
in  Illinois  with  which  our  churches  have  been  associated.  As  there  were  reformers 
before  the  reformation,  so  there  were  Puritan  missionariep  in  Illinois  before  this 
Society.  One  of  the  most  thrilling  chapters  in  the  religious  history  of  our  country 
is  yet  to  be  written  of  the  far-reaching  plans  and  beneficent  accomplishment  of  the 
old  Missionary  Society  of  Connecticut.  On  his  first  missionary  tour,  in  1812, 
Samuel  J.  Mills  stopped  at  Shawneetown,  and  preached  and  organized  a  Bible 
Society ;  but  ho  did  not  go  across  the  State  to  St.  Louis,  as  he  had  intended,  be- 
cause of  the  reported  unsafety  of  the  trip.  But,  upon  his  second  visit,  two  ye^rs 
later,  in  company  with  Daniel  Smith,  he  did  risk  the  journey.  At  Kasknskia, 
Governor  Edwards  generously  entertained  the  object  of  their  mission  ;  and  FatluT 
Lippincott,  in  his  historical  sermon,  says:  •*  The  missionaries  made  a  deep  impres- 
sion upon  the  Govemor*s  family."  Finding  only  four  or  five  Bibles  among  the 
hundred  families  of  that  old  French  capital,  they  consorted  with  the  Governor  in 
organizing  a  Bible  Society  there.  Going  over  the  river  to  St.  Louis,  which  they 
found  to  be  a  village  of  2,000  inhabitants,  three  fourths  of  whom  were  French 
Catholics,  they  preached  the  first  Protestant  sermons  pn  the  west  side  of  the  Missis- 
sippi; they  consulted  with  Governor  Clark  upon  their  missionary  scheme;  organ- 
ized a  Bible  Society;  prepared  the  way  for  the  coming  of  a  missionary  pastor  for 
that  town,  and  then  went  on  down  the  river,  to  preach  the  firet  Protestant  sermons, 
and  to  organize  the  first  Presbyterian  churches  in  Natchez  and  New  Orleans.  Dr. 
Palmer,  in  a  recent  commemorative  discourse,  candidly  Reported  the  founding  of 
his  church  by  Congregational  enterprise.  As  one  result  of  that  tour  of  exploration, 
early  in  1816  Salmon  Giddings  from  Andover,  a  cousin  of  the  great  Commoner, 
Joshua,  came  on,  located  at  St.  Louis,  developed  his  own  first  Presbyterian  church 
there,  and  became  a  very  apostle  in  all  that  region,  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  so 
that,  in  the  twelve  years  of  his  pastorate  in  St.  Louis,  he  had  organized  a  whole 
Presbytery  of  churches,  six  of  them  in  Missouri  and  eight  in  Illinois.  And  all  this 
time,  up  to  the  day  of  his  death,  he  was  under  commission  of  that  Connecticut 
Society,  making  stated  reports  to  it,  which,- in  the  Panoplhsf,  read  like  an  Iliad. 

Up  to  the  time  of  organizing  the  National  Society,  thr-  Connecticut  Society  had 
sent  to  Illinois  the  following  named  missionaries:  Rev.  Oren  Fowler,  sent  to  Indi- 
ana and  Illinois ;  Revs.  Edward  Ilollister  and  Daniel  Gould,  from  Andover,  com- 
missioned for  Illinois  and  Missouri,  the  Society  refusing  to  send  one  man  to  a  field 
so  limited  as  was  either  State  alone ;  Revs.  Oren  Catlin  and  Daniel  Sprague,  com- 
missioned to  labor  **  in  the  United  States  west  of  the  Alleghanics ; "  Rev.  Isaac 
Reed,  who  gave  most  of  his  time  to  Indiana,  liut  who  organized  the  church  at 
Paris;  while  the  eloquent  Sylvester  Larned  had  been  directed  to  visit  Vincennes 
and  Kaskivskia,  on  his  way  to  the  pastorate  in  New  Orleans,  where  the  good  Elias 
Cornelius  had  followed  with  some  Christian  culture  tho  planting  of  Samuel  J. 
Mills.  From  1820  to  1830  this  Society  sent  fifteen  men  to  Indiana,  Illinois,  Mis- 
souri, Kentucky,  and  Tennessee ;  only  one  of  whom  I  have  been  able  to  identify 
with  Illinois.  This  Society  also  sent  to  Illinois  and  Missouri  seven  others,  nearly 
all  of  whom  passed  on  over  the  river,  and  in  Missouri  soon  came  under  the  care  of 
the  new  National  Society.  In  1822  the  New  York  Evangelical  Society  sent  to 
Illinois  from  Andover,  Rev.  David  Teuney  ;  and,  in  1824,  from  the  same  Seminary, 
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the  United  Domestic  Missionary  Society  sent  John  M.  Ellis,  who  was  located  at 
Kaskiwkia,  and  the  Ck)nnecticut  Society  sent  E.  S.  Howe.  These  men  went  on  to 
orgimize  the  first  Presbyterian  churches  of  Alton,  CaiToUton,  Vandal ia,  Spring- 
field, and  others  of  like  grade.  There  is  a  fascination  in  tills  unselfish  prodigality, 
with  which  New  England  was  thus  pouring  her  life  into  the  West,  and,  all  the 
time,  into  a  rival  ecclesiastical  system. 

Daring  this  period,  the  Presliyterian  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  sent  nine  men 
toUbor  in  Illinois,  mostly  as  itinerants.  In  1821,  liev.  Dr.  Gideon  Blackburn,  a 
pastor  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  came  over  and  held,  at  Shoal  Creek,  a  camp-meet- 
ing, which  resulted  in  a  great  revival.  He  also  purchased,  in  1835,  15,656  acres 
of  laod  in  the  State,  and  made  it  the  foundaition  for  the  Blackburn  University  at 
Cirlinnlle. 

Up  to  the  time  of  the  organizing  of  the  National  Society,  the  policy,  both  with 
the  Societies  and  the  Presbyterian  Board,  had  been  to  send  out  missionaries  as 
itiaennts,  for  two,  four,  six  months  or  longer.     Pastors  were  sometimes  relin- 
quished for  such  special  service.     These  men  would  plunge  into  the  wilderness, 
look  up  the  people,  preach,  organize  churches,  and  then  go  elsewhere.  This  process 
wja  faand  to  be  very  un^tisfactory.     The  churches  did  not  thrive  upon  such  ran- 
dom preaching.     Becoming  interested  in  a  man,  they  were  only  doomed  to  disap- 
pointment by  his  hasty  leaving.     Under  this  experience  the  sentiment  had  grown 
up  in  fa?or  of  a  permanent  ministry  ;  and  so,  when  the  new  society  was  set  up, 
the  people  on  tha  fi jld  besought  a  new  policy.     And  so  there  is  nothing  new  under 
the  81UL    It  was  an  illustration  of  the  working  of  the  old  style,  that  when  the 
National  Society  was  foinned,  it  found  in  Illinois  only  four  so-called  Presbyterian 
ministers — Revs.  J.  M.  Ellis,  E.  G.  Howe,  John  Brick,  and  Stephen  Bliss,  and  the 
Ust  two  were  men  who  had  been  preachers.     The  new  society  did  start  off  with 
a  "new  policy  '*— one  gained  from  the  practiwd  working  of  the  missionary  scheme 
—4  policy  which,  with  flexibility,  its  own  experience  of  fifty  years  has  confirmed. 
In  our  courts,  the  accumulation  of  precedents  and  of  the  wisdom  of  predecessors 
is  what  secures  them  the  weight  of  judgment.     And  this  it  Is  that  gives  accuracy 
and  stability  and  effectiveness  to  the  resultant  regulations  of  mission  Boards  and 
Societies. 

L?t  ns  now  for  a  moment  set  ourselves  back  to  the  year  1826,  and  take  our  stand 
at  the  old  capital..  Kaskaskia,  looking  northward  and  eastward.  Up  the  Missis- 
sippi, on  the  left,  is  the  French  village  of  St.  Louis,  with  Salmon  Giddings  work- 
ing there,  and  not  another  minister  beyond  him  to  the  North  Pole.  On  the  right, 
settlements  are  thickening;  Jacksonville  and  Quincy  are  just  coming  into  existence 
asFillagis,  and  all  beyond,  toward  the  north,  is  wild,  wild  wilderness  of  boundless 
prairie,  charming  groves,  and  river-courses,  with  the  n^lief  only  of  the  old  French 
post  at  Peoria,  Fort  Armstrong  on  the  Rock  Island,  the  opening  lead  mines  in  the 
north-west  comer  of  the  State,  and  Fort  Dearborn  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chicago 
River. 

The  great  New  York  and  Erie  Canal  has  just  the  year  before  been  opened. 
Along  this  channel,  and  around  the  great  lakes,  the  tide  of  emigration  is  soon  to 
flow,  setting  back  into  the  prairies  of  northern  and  central  Dlinois.  There  is,  too, 
to  be  a  change  in  the  style  of  the  emigrants.  Heretofore,  the  intelligent  and 
wealthy,  but  lordly  Southerners,  emigrating  with  their  slaves  and  other  chattels, 
and  tannting  our  people  that  they  cannot  hold  slaves  in  Illinois,  have  passed  on 
through  to  Missouri,  where,  by  compr*;mise,  "  the  landmark  ot  freedom  "  has  been 
remuved,  leaving  this  State  to  the  '*  poor  whites ''  of  the  South.  But  now,  eastern 
folk,  alonij  their  own  parallels,  are  to  seek  their  homes  in  this  free  Commonwealth. 
They  will  bring  along  with  them  their  characteristic  ideas,  and,  many  of  them. 
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leaving  tlie  old  seats  of  society  daring  an  era  of  reyival,  will  come  as  fresh  recruits 
in  the  service  of  the  Lord,  seeking  to  incorporate  a  spiritual  religion  into  churches 
and  institutions.  Can  this  leaven  be  equal  to  the  leavening  of  the  masses,  to  the 
raising  up  of  a  Christian  civilization  ? 

The  new  Society,  undertaking  its  share  of  the  task,  starts  oft  with  two  mission- 
aries in  Illinois, — Hev.  J.  M.  Ellis,  at  Kaskaskia,  taken  from  the  United'  Domestic 
Missionary  Society,  and  Rev.  E.  G.  Howe,  taken  from  the  Connecticut  Society,  who 
preached  at  Diamond  Grove  (afterward  Jacksonville),  at  Springfield,  and  at  Paris, 
and  who,  still  surviving  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven,  has  written  me  upon  these 
matters  from  Pazton,  Massachusetts.  Thus  far  the  great  home  mission  field  has 
been  Central  or  Western  New  York,  where  the  new  organization  finds  one  hundred 
of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty  missionaries,  whom  it  takes  from  the  hand  of  the 
former  societies  which  had  followed  the  emigrants  from  New  England  into  those 
parts.  Now  that  zone  is  stretching  out  rapidly  towards  the  West  In  the  second 
year  the  Society  sends  out  from  Andover,  Solomon  Hardy,  who,  before  be  takes  his 
place  at  Shoal  Creek,  supplies  Mr.  Ellis*  pulpit  at  Kaskaskia,  while  he  goes  out  to 
explore  the  extreme  northern  frontier,  in  Morgan,  Sangamon,  Green,  and  Adams 
counties. 

In  the  third  year,  1828,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  G.  Bergen  is  sent  from  New  Jersey  to  Spring- 
field, where  he  finds  a  village  of  twenty-six  log  cabins,  and  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  which  Mr.  Ellis  had  organized — the  same  which  became  Abraham  Lincoln^s 
place  of  worship.  Rev.  John  Matthews  Is  sent  to  take  Kaskaskia,  as  Mr.  Ellis 
goes  to  Jacksonville.  The  two  young  licentiates,  Thomas  Lippincott  and  Cyrus 
L.  Watson,  are  commissioned  for  Edwardsville  and  Rushville.  From  Connecticut 
is  sent  to  Galena  the  young  pastor,  Rev.  Aratus  Kent,  who  had  applied  to  the 
Society  for  a  place  which  was  so  hard  that  no  one  else  would  take  it.  In  the  Fall 
of  that  year  Mr.  Kent  travels  nineteen  days  on  horseback,  following  down  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  find  the  Indiana  Synod,  which  was  to  meet  with  one  of  its  churches  in 
Bond  County,  Illinois.  On  his  way  he  preaches  to  seventy-five  of  the  one  hundred 
and  fifty  soldiers  at  Fort  Armstrong.  Arriving  at  St.  Louis,  which  also  belonged 
to  the  Indiana  Synod,  he  finds  himself  too  late  for  the  meeting. 

But  a  now  era  of  evangelism  is  about  to  dawn  upon  Dlinois.  It  comes  from  a 
divine  coupling  of  agencies  widely  separated.  Ellis,  at  his  ordination  in  the  Old 
South  Church,  Boston,  had  received  of  Elias  Cornelius  the  charge ;  **  Build  up  an 
institution  of  learning,  which  shall  bless  the  West  for  all  time."  He  secures  the 
location  of  a  Seminary  at  Jacksonville.  He  reports  to  the  Society ;  and  that  re- 
port, in  the  Home  Missionary^  quickens  the  divine  ferment  then  going  on  in  the 
Divinity  School  of  Yale  College,  the  result  of  which  is  the  forming  of  the  **  Illinois 
Association,''  with  the  names  of  seven  young  men  signed  in  solemn  pledge  to  go 
out  to  that  State.  Those  names  were  Theron  Baldwin,  Julian  M.  Sturtevant,  Mason 
Grosvenor,  John  F.  Brooks,  Elisha  Jenney,  William  Kirby,  Asa  Turner.  To  this 
list  were  added  those  of  William  Carter,  Albert  Hale,  Flavel  Bascom,  Romulus 
Barnes,  and  Lucien  Famham. 

This  was  the/ifth  Home  Missionary  Band.  Four  had  already  been  sent  west 
from  Andover.  In  the  fourth  there  were  eight  men,  who,  at  the  instance  of  the 
American  Home  Missionary  Society,  had  been  ordained  in  the  Park  Street  Church, 
Boston,  by  the  Presbytery  of  Newburyport, — and  this  as  a  prudential  measure,  to 
make  the  young  men,  as  was  supposed,  more  acceptable  at  the  West.  Among 
these  I  count  the  pastor  of  my  boyhood  in  Ohio,  Rev.  Henry  Shedd,  who  raised  up 
a  son  to  be  a  foreign  missionary ;  and  Rev.  Dr.  M.  M.  Post,  of  Indiana,  who,  as 
himself,  a  sort  of  Theological  Seminary,  has  put  four  sons  into  the  ministry,  one  of 
whom  is  in  the  foreign  service.    Another  Band  had  numbered  four,  among  them 
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John  H  Ellis,  lliey  had  been  ordained,  under  home  mission  auspices,  by  a  Coun- 
cil in  the  Old  South  Church  of  Boston— Drs.  S.  H.  Cox,  Matthias  Bruen,  Elias 
Cornelius,  Justin  .Edwards,  and  B.  B.  Wisner.  participating.  It  was  in  connection 
with  this  Council,  held  September  24th,  1825,  that  the  idea  of  a  National  Home 
Minion  Society  got  its  first  publio  recognition,  and  the  impulse  which  carried  it 
on  to  realization.  In  October,  1881,  ten  young  men  from  Andover  were  ordained 
in  New  York  by  its  Third  Presbytery,  ready  to  start  on  the  next  day  as  ho^jie 
misBionaries ;  while  eight  more  from  Andover  and  Bangor  and  Princeton,  among 
them  Jeremiah  Porter  and  Edmund  O.  Hovey,  wore  then  on  their  way  to  the 
West— eighteen  in  all,  the  largest  company  ever  sent  out  by  the  Society.  But  of 
these  six  bands,  the  Ulinob  Association  was  the  first  one  to  go  out  to  a  given 
locility,  as  did  the  Iowa  Band  fourteen  years  later.  Every  one  of  those  twelve 
Kew  Haven  Apostles,  except  Grosvenor,  who  was  detained  by  ill-health,  upon  the 
completion  of  their  Seminary  course  came  on  to  Illinois,  under  commission  of  the 
Society,  with  outfit  furnished  and  a  pledge  of  the  current  missionary  salary  of 
four  hnndred  dollars. 

In  1829,  Messrs.  Baldwin  and  Sturtevant,  assigned  in  their  commission  *'  to  the 
State  of  Illinois,^*  came  on  and  set  up  the  Illinois  College — Mr.  Sturtevant  becom- 
ing an  instructor,  and  Mr.  Baldwin  locating  at  Vandulia,  the  capital,  where  his 
first  convert  is  William  H.  Brown,  whose  estate  at  Chicago,  in  the  reciprocity  of 
nuasions,  has  made  over  to  the  American  Board  property  to  the  value  of  $85,000. 
lu  1880,  Asa  Turner,  Jr.,  locates  in  Quincy.  He  organizes  the  first  church  of  the 
place.  In  the  county  he  sets  a-going  the  Tract,  Bible,  and  Temperance  causes. 
The  next  summer  he  holds  a  four-days  meeting,  in  which  there  are  twenty-four 
conyersions.  He  develops  three  outstations,  which  he  soon  organizes  into  churches 
that  are  now  strong  and  useful.  In  1888,  he  breaks  over  into  Missouri  to  hold  a 
series  of  protracted  meetings.  After  the  first,  in  which  there  are  sixty  conversions, 
the  campaign  is  arrested  by  the  cholera.  In  a  strain  of  heroic  sadness  the  mission- 
trj  reports  to  the  Society :  "  When  these  calamities  are  overpast,  those  of  us  who 
^y  turtive,  will  try  again  to  gather  in  the  lost  sheep."  He  goes  East  a  year,  for 
Illinois  College.  In  three  and  a  half  years  he  brings  his  church  to  self-support ; 
*ndin  the  first  year  of  that  self-reliance,  he  reports  $360  for  benevolent  causes. 
A  member  of  the  church,  in  gratitude,  wrote  thus:  *'To  your  Society,  as  a  means 
Qnder  God,  do  we  owe  the  blessing  and  high  privilege  we  now  enjoy.  Where  had 
we  now  been  had  not  your  Society  sent  us  a  helper  ?  We  would  not  for  the  uni- 
▼erae  go  back  where  we  were  one  short  year  since ;  and  there  we  should  have  been 
bad  not  your  heaven-bom  charity  reached  us.'' 

After  such  a  pastorate  of  eight  years,  Mr.  Turner  heard  the  Macedonian  cry 
from  over  the  river  in  Iowa  Territory ;  and,  in  1839,  at  Denmark,  he  gathered  the 
first  Congregational  Church  of  Iowa.  And  the  General  Association  of  the  State, 
when  it  kept  this  jubilee,  reported  to  that  patriarch,  who  did  '*  survive"  the  chol- 
era of  1888,  and  was  present,  two  hundred  and  twenty  churches,  one  hundred  and 
"ixty-five  ministers,  two  Christian  Colleges,  the  model  Academy  at  Denmark,  and 
•professorship  in  the  Chicago  Theological  Seminary.  And  all  of  this  is  largely  the 
showing  of  the  American  Home  I^Iissionary  Society  for  its  thirty-seven  years  of 
operation  in  Iowa. 

Following  up  our  Illinois  Band,  we  find  all  of  them  but  one,  by  the  year  1883, 
•ettled  in  Illinois,  under  commission  of  the  Society, — Brooks,  at  Collinsville;  Jcn- 
ney,  at  Alton ;  Kirby,  at  Mendon  ;  Carter,  at  Pittsfield ;  Hale,  at  Bethel,  and  then 
at  Springfield  for  a  life-work ;  Barnes,  at  Canton ;  Famham,  at  Lewiston,  and 
then  at  Princeton ;  and  Bascom,  in  Tazewell  County,  where,  in  six  years,  he  organ- 
izes Presbyterian  churches  at  Pleasant  Grove,  Tremont,  Peoria,  and  Washington ; 
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leaving  after  six  years,  in  the  three  conotiee  of  Peoria,  Bureau,  and  Putnam,  eleven 
Presbyterian  churches,  and  ten  Presbyterian  ministers,  organized  into  Peoria  Pres- 
bytery, where  he  had  found  but  one  minister  of  that  order, — and  then  we  find  him 
in  a  home  missionary  agency,  and  in  pastorates  at  Chicago,  Galesburg,  Dover, 
Princeton,  and  Hinsdale,  and  still  doing  invaluable  occasional  service  among  the 
churches.  Mason  Grosvenor,  in  whose  brain  was  bom  tlie  idea  of  the  *'  Illinois 
•Association,**  true  to  his  life-plans,  has  been  these  many  years  a  professor  in  the 
Illinois  College. 

Within  that  period — up  to  1833— came  also  Dr.  Edward  Beccher,  as  President 
of  the  College  ;  Lemuel  Foster,  to  found  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Bloom- 
ington,  and  to  fill  up  a  long  life  with  extended  usefulness ;  Warren  Nichols  to 
Atlas ;  Elisha  H.  Hazard,  with  a  commission  for  Ottawa,  La  Salle,  and  Putnam 
counties ;  N.  C.  Clark,  to  organize  twenty-eight  churches  in  the  Fox  River  Valley ; 
and  Jeremiah  Porter,  to  organize  the  first  Presbyterian  Church  of  Chicago,  and 
theu  to  fill  up  these  forty- six  years  of  western  ministry,  which  seems  yet  as  fruitful 
as  ever.  Tliese  men  plant  their  own  churches,  travel,  hold  protracted  meetings, 
organize  other  churches,  set  up  Tract  and  Bible  Societies,  and  Sunday  Schools,  and 
pioneer  the  cause  of  temperance  and  of  education,  after  the  sample  given  in  that 
first  Quincy  pastorate. 

At  this  point  in  our  history,  the  Society,  now  seven  years  of  age,  has  sent  forward 
to  the  Illinois  frontier  thirty-ieisen  missionaries.  Now,  the  Black  Hawk  war  is 
over ;  and,  as  a  result,  the  Rock  and  Fox  river  countries  are  opened  to  settlement, 
and  a  new  impulse  is  given  to  emigration.  The  missionary  corps  is  correspondingly 
reinforced.  Rev.  R.  W.  Gridley  comes  on  from  an  eighteen  years'  pastorate  at 
Williamstown,  Mass.,  to  do  missionary  work  at  Big  Grove,  Ottawa,  and  Jackson- 
ville. Rev.  J.  A.  Reed  takes  Warsaw,  and  then  goes  over  to  superintend  home 
missions  in  Iowa.  Dr.  David  Nelson,  the  converted  infidel,  a  revivalist,  and  the 
founder  of  "Mission  Institute'*  at  Quincy,  is  commissioned  for  Adams  County.*' 
Elijah  P.  Lovojoy,  the  proto-martyr  of  freedom,  comes  to  Alton  for  a  two-years' 
missionary  work  under  commission  in  Missouri.  John  J.  Miter  works  up  Knox- 
ville  as  a  missionary,  and  then  goes  to  become  one  of  the  fathers  of  the  churches 
in  Wisconsin.  Jairus  Wilcox,  brings  on  the  cliurch  and  the  academy  at  Ginesee. 
Familiar  missionary  names  of  that  period  are  those  of  Chauncey  Cook,  Milo  N. 
Miles,  Amnon  Gaston,  Lucius  Foot,  Levi  Spencer,  Darius  Gore,  Daniel  C.  Rockwell, 
A.  B.  Hitchcock,  Wm.  B.  Dodge,  Joseph  H.  Payne,  L.  G.  Wright,  L.  H.  Parker, 
the  founder  of  many  of  the  churches  in  Central  Illinois,  G.  S.  F.  Savage,  who,  at 
St.  Charles,  in  the  three  years  of  his  commission,  reported  two  revivals,  the  build- 
ijig  of  a  church  edifice  with  a  bell  in  it,  the  doubling  of  the  church  membership, 
and  the  four-folding  of  the  Sabbath  school,  and  then  went  on  to  fill  out  a  twelve 
years*  pastorate,  from  which  he  was  called  to  these  sixteen  years  of  public  service 
for  the  churches  and  the  country ;  and,  without  commission,  Horatio  Foot,  who, 
after  an  early  career  as  an  evangelist,  went  to  the  Quincy  pastorate,  and  yet  abides 
to  rejoice  in  what  G^d  hath  wrought. 

When,  in  1860,  our  Presbyterian  brethren  withdrew  from  the  Society,  its  total 
number  of  missionaries  fell  from  1,107  to  863,  a  diminution  of  244 ;  in  Illinois  the 
number  fell  from  one  hundred  to  eighty-three,  a  loss  of  seventeen. 

During  the  score  of  years  between  1840  and  1860,  the  Society  had  in  Hlinois 
an  average  of  ninety-six  missionaries.  For  the  sixteen  years  since  that  separation 
it  has  had  an  average  of  Beventy-five  Congregational  missionary  pastors  in  the 
State. 

In  the  whole  fifty  years  the  Society  has  sustained  in  the  State  an  annual  average 
of  fixty-^  missionaries — has  planted  and  trained  four  hundred  Presbyterian  and 
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Congregatiotial  Churches,  in  about  equal  numbers — and  has  expended  upon  the 
field  not  less  than  $600,000. 

There  are  now  in  Dlinois  483  Presbyterian  churches.  There  have  been  organ- 
iied  in  Illinois  811  Congregational  churches.  Of  these,  sixty-five — by  consolida- 
tion, or  by  change  of  centre,  or  by  a  death  that  glorified  Cod — have  disappeared 
from  oar  roll.  Of  the  present  number,  245,  one  hundred  ami  sUty-three  have  been 
organized  in  the  last  twenty-five  years,  since  the  First  Congregational  in  Chicago 
took  its  rise.  In  the  last  fifteen  years,  since  the  Presbyterians  withdrew  from  the 
Society,  85  churches  have  been  organized,  and  124  houses  of  worship  have  been 
built. 

Bat  these  figures  can  convey  no  adequate  conception  of  the  amount  of  labor 
performed,  of  the  extent  of  good  accomplished.  We  are  to  consider  that  this  work 
bftsbeen  done  for  the  two  denominations  in  all  the  leading  cities  of  the  State,  as 
well  as  in  all  the  smaller  communities.  Easkaskia,  and  Vandalia,  and  Springfield, 
and  Jacksonville,  and  Quincy,  Decatur,  Danville,  Urbana,  Peoria,  and  Ottaiwa, 
and  Rock  Island,  Aurora,  St.  Charles,  Geneva,  Galena,  Freeport,  Belvidere,  Elgin, 
ind  Chicago,  have  all  been  l>eneficiaries.  And  the  influence  of  this  body  of 
churches  upon  Illinois  we  do  not  realize  until  we  consider  them  as  the  repositories 
of  the  organific  force  which  Christianity  imparts  to  social  life  and  the  civil  State. 


"LOOK  TO  YOUR  WILLS.'' 


[The  following  is  the  substance  of  a  little  tract  lately  issued  at  Chicago.     It  deserren 
the  widest  possible  circulation.     No  one,  unless  brought  officially  into  position  where 
the  facts  become  known  to  him,  is  likely  even  to  im.ogine  the  frequency  or  the  extent 
to  which  wills  are  broken,  or  compromised  in  order  to  avoid  litijjation,  when  relipious 
and  benevolent  institutions  are  coucerned.     We  feel  that,  in  pbKjing  the  practical  hints 
of  this  paper  before  our  readers,  we  shall  not  be  accused  of  an  unwarrantable  intrusion 
upon  ground  that  is  purely  personal  and  sacred  ;  but  rather  shall  be  regarded  as  doing 
service  to  those  who  design  at  their  death,  as  well  as  during  life,  to  give  of  their  sub- 
stance to  Christ  their  Lord.  J 

Few  acts  of  a  man's  life  are  more  serious  than  that  of  making  a  will.  Death 
will  surely  come  ;  it  may  come  suddenly,  and  a  wise  forecast  demands  preparation 
for  it  in  one's  business  affairs.  If  one  comes  to  this  duty  in  a  Christian  attitude, 
he  will  regard  himself  as  a  steward  of  God.  Providiuij  for  his  own  in  that  meiujure 
which  shall  be  just  and  sufficient,  he  will  also,  as  a  good  steward  of  tlie  manifold 
gifts  of  God,  naturally  desire  to  distribute  some  portion  of  his  estate  through  relig- 
ious and  benevolent  organizations  which  have  his  confidence  and  need  his  support. 
It  is  in  respect  to  cases  of  this  sort  that  we  venture  a  few  suggestions. 

IS   IT  DESIRABLE  TO   MAKE   A   WILL  ? 

There  are  those  who  prefer  to  be  their  own  executors.  The  frequency  with  which 
the  intent  of  testators  is  defeated  after  their  decease,  and  the  desire  to  see  the  por- 
tion set  apart  for  the  Lord  put  to  its  uses  while  they  can  watch  over  its  application 
and  enjoy  the  sight  of  the  good  it  accomplishes,  are  motives  sufficient  in  many 
persons.  They  carry  out  the  benevolent  purposes  of  their  hearts  in  their  lifetime. 
But  many,  who  would  gladly  do  this,  need  the  income  of  what  they  have  for  their 
support;  or  they  are  still  in  active  business,  and  to  succeed  must  keep  their  capital 
intact ;  or  their  property  is  in  such  a  condition  that  it  will  require  years  of  careful 
management  to  bring  it  into  disposable  shape.  To  these  it  seems  best  to  embody 
their  good  intentions  in  a  wilL 
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If  one  designs  to  make  a  will 
at  best  is  uncertain.     The  las 
may  be  of  such  a  natare  as  < 
testamentary  acts.    A  large  p. 
this  way.     And  often  the  Hot 
sumcd  in  legal  fees.     Indeed 
evidence  that  a  man  was  den 
lent  uses.     It  is,  then,  of  the  u 
no  question  that  he  is  "of  so 


lone  toilhout  undue  delay.    life 

i  this  duty  is  too  often  deferred^ 

hi  balance  and  make  invalid  any 

i  respecting  wills  comes  about  in 

Is  set  apart  for  good  ends  is  con- 

mes  seem  to  reckon  it  prima  fade 

a  portion  of  his  estate  to  benevo- 

}  make  his  will  while  there  can  be 

mind." 


It  is  usually  desirable  th( 
his  lost  testament     This  is 
peculiar  and  intricate.    A 
litigation,  and,  perhaps,  a  t 


If  property  is  to  be  devif 
be  used  to  insert  in  the  "^ 
bequest  is  made.  Oftenti 
is  quite  different  from  the 
not  infrequently  defeated  \ 
word  or  date.* 


I 


b  his  aid  a  good  lawyer  in  making 
ihe  provisions  of  the  will  are  to  be 
use  at  this  point  may  save  years  of 
e  property  to  alien  interests. 


I  NAME. 

r  benevolent  institutions,  care  should 
*ate  name  of  the  object  to  which  the 
me  by  which  an  institution  is  known 
id  the  beneficent  intent  of  a  donor  is 
as  a  wrong  title,  or  the  omission  of  a 


SIGNATTTRES   OF   WITNESSES. 

Perhaps  the  most  frequent  cause  of  failure  in  wills  is  the  neglect  to  secure  the 
tignaturee  of  toitnessea.  The  requisitions  of  law  are  that  the  sign  manual  of  the 
donor  shall  be  witnessed  to  by  at  least  two,  and  in  some  States  three  competent 
persons,  neither  of  whom  shall  be  a  relative  or  shall  have  a  pecuniary  interest  in 
the  will ;  that  he  shall  either  sign  his  name  to  the  instrument  in  their  presence,  or 
distinctly  acknowledge  it  to  be  his,  to  them,  if  previously  signed ;  and  that  they 
testify  to  that  fact  by  afSxing  their  own  names  in  his  presence  and  in  that  of  each 
other.  If  a  codicil  is  at  a  subsequent  time  added,  it  is  invalid  unless  witnessed  to 
in  the  same  manner.  This  is  an  essential  point.  If  there  be  neglect  here,  the  doc- 
ument will  be  thrown  out  of  court  at  once  without  argument,  and  with  no  recourse 
left  for  rectification. 

EXECUTORS. 

It  is  manifest  that  if  executors  are  named,  they  should  be  competent  in  a  business 
way  and  should  be  persons  of  unimpeachable  integrity.  Mismanagement  or  fraud 
may  easily  throw  a  property  into  such  confusion,  or  so  divert  the  bequests  fi-om 
their  lawful  channels  as  to  imperil  the  entire  estate. 

FORBTON  CORPORATIONS. 

By  recent  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  a  foreign  corporation  cannot  hold  real 
estate  in  Illinois  beyond  the  demands  of  its  need  for  actual  occupancy.  This  is 
also  true  in  some  of  the  other  States.  By  **  foreign  corporation  "  is  meant  one  that 
holds  its  charter  from  some  other  State  or  country.  The  law  is,  doubtless,  a  benefi- 
cent one.  Its  design  is  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  real  estate  in  *'  dead  hands  " 
— mortmain — that  never  release  what  is  given  to  them.  Men  die,  and  their  estates 
are  divided,  but  corporations,  especially  such  as  that  of  the  flomish  Church,  may 

*  The  proper  **  form  of  a  t>eqiiMt**  to  this  Society  majr  be  found  on  the  ooY«r  of  Che  Horn  Umaomsxt. 
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hold  on  forever  to  whatever  comes  to  them.  And  where  this  lasts  for  a  series  of 
gpnerations,  as  in  Italy  and  Mexico,  a  large  part  of  the  land  may  become  their  pos- 
ae^on — a  condition  of  things  fraught  with  untold  evils.  If,  then,  one  wishes  to 
set  off  a  piece  of  real  estate  to  a  benevolent  or  educational  institution  which  is  a 
foreign  cori>onit]on,  he  cannot  do  it  by  direct  gift  either  while  in  life  or  in  his  wilL 
It  can,  however,  be  done  by  deeding  or  willing  the  projMirty  in  trnut  to  some  per- 
son or  persons  who  shall  l)e  emi>owered,  after  complying  with  all  the  conditions 
named,  to  sell  the  property  and  pay  the  proceeds  to  the  object  designated,  the 
testator  thus  giving  not  the  land,  but  the  money  accruing  from  it  This  meets  both 
the  Hter  and  the  spirit  of  the  law,  and  also  secures  the  ends  intended  by  the  donor. 
But  the  instrument  by  which  this  is  done  should  be  drawn  with  the  utmost  care,  and 
in  the  ose  of  the  best  legal  advice. 

SUBSEQUENT   MARRIAGE. 

A  tvbiequent  marriage  revokes  a  will.  This  is  probably  not  true  in  all  the  States. 
It  is.  however,  true  everywhere,  we  believe,  that  subsequent  marriage  and  the  birth 
o/acAihl  makes  a  will,  null  and  void.  But  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  later,  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  make  it  law  in  Illinois  that  marriage  alone 
lets  aside  the  will.  After  the  n^arriuge,  however,  a  man  can  reinstate  the  will  and 
nuke  it  operative  by  simply  signing  it  again,  at  the  new  date,  and  having  his  sig- 
nature witnessed  to  as  before. 

This  point  should  be  carefully  noted.  Oftentimes  men,  having  made  }>equ<'st6 
to  objects  dear  to  them,  marry,  and  suppose  that  the  testament  which  they  have 
mad.;  will  l»e  revoked  only  so  far  forth  as  a  pro  rata  levy  upon  the  different  bequests 
shall  satisfy  the  claim  of  the  surviving  wife.  But  the  law  is  that  the  will  is  uhtAly  set 
(uyJ^.    The  property  must  be  administered  upon  as  if  none  had  been  made. 

Donbtl'jss  other  points  should  be  noticed.     But  these  are  the  most  essential  ones. 
They  are  suggested  by  actual  cases  of  mistake  and  U)ss.     We  arc  i)ersonally  know- 
ing to  one  or  more  instanct*s  under  each  of  these  points,  some  of  them  of  an  exceed- 
ingly painful  character,  in  which  valuable  bequests  have  been  lost  and  the  benefi- 
cent intent  of  the  testators  has  l>een  defeated. 


THE  L.VPSED  LEGACY. 


BKsrDES  other  larger  bequests,  he  had  devised  |5,000  to  our  Home  Missionary 
S  >ci  'ty,  and  had  als.j  proviil.'d  that  thi^  dftinitj  sum  .sHdiiM  rec«five  lan^e  addi- 
tions, making  $15,000  or  |20,000.  Why  not  ?  He  had  been  a  '•  pioneer."  He  had 
poen  the  beneficent  work  of  Home  Missions.  He  himself  had  been  made  an  heir  of 
G'd.  To  whom  did  he  owe  so  much  as  to  his  Savior  I  God's  cause  should  )>e  in  no 
limite<l  degree  his  heir. 

When  death  suddenly  took  him  from  the  feeble  church  where  his  presence  and 
aid  seemed  necessary,  his  friends  were  greatly  comforted  in  the  th<iught  that  his 
large  property  might  still  minister  to  Christ  «nd  his  people,  rather  than  In?  left  to 
one  who  had  not  helped  to  earn  it,  and  would  l>e  likely  to  use  it  in  building  up 
what  he  detested,  and  in  destroying  what  he  loved. 

He  had  provided  important  pecuniary  aid  for  the  church  in  which  he  was  a  leader 
and  a  prop.  An  esteemed  friend  and  relatives  were  kindly  rememl>ered.  It  was  in 
his  heart  to  aid  them,  and  he  could  do  it  with  justice  to  all  parties.  '  His  friends 
were  all  the  more  gratified  on  learning  of  the  will  and  \U  l>equests,  bec}ius4'  it  was 
not  known  that  he  had  made  any  disp^wition  of  his  great  ei?tate.  Th  y  knew  iXuX 
he  wanted  to  do  good,  and  had  frequently  expressed  a  desire  so  to  arrange  hin  affairs 
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as  to  do  Uiis  to  the  best  advantage.  At  the  same  time  it  was  remembered  that  he 
loved  money,  and  they  feared  lest  his  ecouomy,  his  closeness,  his  habit  and  love  of 
making  good  investments,  and  his  desire  for  gain,  might  have  prevented. 

Litigation  followed.  The  courts  decided  that  a  second  marriage  revoked  the 
will  I  The  legacies  lapsed.  Not  a  dollar  was  realized  by  any  to  whom  bequests 
had  been  made.  He  could  have  reinstated  the  will  by  simply  signing  it  again,  at 
the  new  date,  and  having  his  signature  witnessed  as  at  the  first ;  but  it  was  not  done  I 
What  was  intended  for  Christ  was  lost  forever.  Had  the  munificent  gift  to  Home 
Missions  been  received  and  well  invested,  its  annual  interest  alone,  on  the  present 
scale  of  support,  would  have  sustained  five  missionaries  for  an  hundred  years  to 
come.  Well  expended,  it  would  have  served  Christ  and  blessed  men,  in  some  active 
way,  through  all  time.  To  have  thus  made  one's  life  immortal  in  its  strength  and 
power  to  bless,  would  have  been  worth  living  for,  apart  from  all  other  beneficent 
deeds. 

I  regretted  the  loss  of  the  money  to  a  good  cause,  and  its  subsequent  use  for  eviL 
But  I  mourned  for  my  friend  his  lost  opportunity — the  opportunity  of  putting  a 
finishing  touch  to  his  own  character,  by  and  in  doing  benevolent  work,  when  it  was 
in  the  power  of  his  hand  to  do  it.  How  grandly  he  might  have  improved  himself  I 
In  the  great  life-battle  his  enemy,  the  enemy  of  righteousness,  the  enemy  of  his 
Savior,  outwits  him,  puts  the  main  results  of  his  years  of  toil  into  sin-producing 
force ;  turns  them  about,  so  as  to  antagonize  his  life-work  and  do  battle  against 
his  Savior  I  What  thinks  he  now  of  his  worthiness  to  receive  the  true  riches  ? 
Who  will  regret  it  so  much  as  he  ?  What  conqueror  would  deem  himself  success- 
ful whose  last  battle  ends  in  giving  to  his  foe  the  mass  of  his  commissary  stores, 
his  material  of  war,  and  all  the  territory  won  ?  In  this  case,  that  which  this  man 
has  lost  would  suftice  to  furnish  material  for  the  Master's  service  a  thousand  yeara. 
What  a  gain  to  him,  if  he  had  trained  himself  to  a  higher  and  nobler  character  by 
means  of  it  I  Here  were  good  intentions.  Here,  also,  was  a  grand,  good  man. 
Good  intentions  do  not  evangelize  our  land,  and  good  men  may  be  made  nobler 
and  better.  To  faith  they  are  to  add  whatever  in  character  insures  conquest.  *'  To 
him  that  overcoraeth,  will  I  give.''  Far  more  important  than  the  "  pound  "  is  what 
every  man  shall  have  gained  by  managing  it — the  sort  of  character.  Let  me,  then, 
so  prove  a  faithful  and  wise  servant  that  when  I  die  nothing  shall  lapse  that  could 
kelj)  the  cause  I  love,  and  nothing  have  been  so  left  undone  as  to  debar  me  from 
highest  approval  at  the  hands  of  my  God,  or  from  being  entnisted  with  larger 
wid  more  glorious  powers  for  higher  and  wider  opportunities  I 

M.  K.  W. 


Pijs$i0navt)    ^nUWxpntt. 


CALIFORNIA. 
i2«>.  A.  L.  Rankin^  Tulare, 

CENTENNIAL   CELEBRATION. 

I  sent  you  by  mail  last  week  a  photo- 
graph of  our  church  building,  also  a 
newspaper  notice  of  the  dedication.  The 
railroad  employes  of  our  village,  with 
the  help  of  a  few  of  the  citizens,  pre- 
8«ited  the  church  with  a  fine  bell  weigh- 
ing 600  pounds,  placing  it  in  the  steeple, 


and  rang  it  the  first  time  at  sunset,  July 
4th,  1876.  We  had  a  successful  Cen- 
tennial celebration  on  that  day.  I  took 
thirty-seven  of  the  smallest  girls  of  my 
Sabbath-school  to  represent  thej  thirty- 
seven  States.  They  were  dressed  in 
white,  with  a  rosette  of  white  flowers  on 
their  heads,  a  badge  of  red,  white,  and 
blue,  with  the  name  of  the  State  that 
each  represented  printed  oj^  it.     These 
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children  I  put  in  a  car,  finely  decorated.  Home  Missionary  Socifty  had  not  wasted 

Mr.  Johoson,  the  master  mechanic  of  the  its  funds  in  sustaining  the  gospel  here, 
railroad  shops,  assisted  me  in  building       While  I  am  writing  of  these  gratifying 

the  car,  etc.    This  car  was  drawn  by  results,  let  me  add  the  following,  and 

eight  white  horses.     It  was  a  beautiful  this  not  in  any  spirit  of  boasting,  but  as 

flight;  the  little  ones  merrily  singing  as  calling  for  gratitude  to  God  for  the  help 

the  car  moved  in  the  procession.     It  was  he  has  given  us. 

the  finest  exhibition  of  the  occasion,  and       A  lady  who  has  resided  for  years  in 

has  done  much  to  increase  the  popularity  Visalia,  the  seat  of  justice  for  Tulare  Co., 

of  our  BchooL     I  was  the  chaplain  on  and  a  place  of  2,000  souls,  on  being  told 

the  occasion.     There  were  about  8,000  by  a  friend  that  my  audiences  averaged 

people  in  the  grove.  over  fifty,  expressed  great  surprise,  and 

NO  DRUNKENNESS.  ®*^^^  ^^^  average  of  attendance  at  the  f  our 

„    ,^  .,  .       ^    .  i.  1  churches  of  that  town  together  did  not 

But  the  grat.f  jing  feature  of  our  cele-  ^^^^^  „„^^^^     g^^  ^^  .^ 

brahon,  to  which  I  wish  to  call  your  remarkable  that  my  audience  should  be  so 

Mteation,  was  that  there   w«.  not  one  j^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  „y,^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^ 

dmnkcn  person  seen    or  a  cross  word  started  in  the  village.     She  is  a  Christian 

heard,  on  the  grounds  or  in  the  village  ^(,0^^^ 

through  the  day.     It  is  doubtful  if  this       rru^  J^^i^^f,,  ;«  «««,  ,«..:/n     isn- 

,,°        .,     *  .,         ,        .  1  he  county  is  now  rapidly  filling  up 

could  be  said  of  anv  other  place  in  our      .^i  .        .  .     *      •^,        . 

wx  »  J  V    ^   1/  u  ^j^jj  ^  ^^^^  enterprising  people,  who  are 

m.*         ,x    1.  X,    X  js        L  i.1.    .  developing  thefarming  resources  of  these 

The  result  of  that  day  shows  the  im-  ^^j^^      rj.^^^  extension  of  irrigat- 

porUnce  of  commencing  religious  m-  .       ^^^^^  makes  very  heavy  drafts  upon 

stitutions  with  the  very  beginning  of  a  .,    .^  ««„«„,««o  „«,i  4.1  :«     -n        ..•        x 

^     ^,        f„  their  resources,  and  this  will  continue  for 

nJIage  or  new  settlement.    Though  there  .„,^  ,^^  4.i,^«„  ^«„,.„      t>„   ♦!    4.   *.• 

.     ^     ,  ,  ,  ,.^.         .     .,       ,       ,  two  or  three   years.     By   that   time  we 

be  as  vet  few  additions  to  the  church,  1  u      1    *.  u         x.       . 

.V  ,    ,         .         .        z,.   -1       T      T  "^Pc»  ^  ^  church,  to  reach  our  *'  mnior- 

the  people  have  been  benefited  and  a  de-  j^^  ,,  ^^  ^  ^^  ,^^  ^^j^  ^^^  ^^j    ^^       ^^^^^^ 

cided  gam  made  in  morals.     Three  years  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^^^^.^1  ^.^^  .^  ^^^^^ 

ago  the  good  conduct  referred  to  could  ^^  extending  to  other  destitute  places  the 

not  have  been  realized.  j^^.^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  gj^,^^^  ^^ 

A  GREAT  CHANGE. 

I  could  not  help  being  deeply  im- 
pressed  with  the  change,  when  that  en-  DAKOTA 

tire  assembly  arose  to  their  feet  and  rev- 
erently bowed  their  heads  with  me  in        -B^.  G^-  ^'  Codington,  LaJce  Village, 
prayer.      It  must  be  remembered  that  enlargement. 

when  I  came  to  Tulare  Co.  Christianity 

was  in  bad  repute  with  the  majority  of  I  ^^ve  to  report  this  time  some  mix- 
the  people.  The  prevailing  feeling  was  ture  of  encouragcuicuts  and  diacourage- 
opposed  to  churches  and  the  preaching  ments-the  former  spiritual,  the  latter 
of  Christ.  While  there  is  much  of  that  temporal.  At  :Sledaiy,  where  our  -  ap- 
feeling  prevailing,  I  thank  God  it  is  giv-  pU^^ation  for  aid"  represented  a  church 
ing  way  under  better  influences.  of  eight  members,  and  an  average  con- 
Could  vou  have  seen  our  house  filled  gregation  of  twenty-five,  we,  very  soon 
with  an 'audience  that  listened  with  after  sending  the  application,  increased 
undivided  attention,  the  day  we  dedi-  the  church  membership  to  thirteen,  and 
cated  it,  and  contrasted  this  with  the  less  congregation  to  fifty ;  and  the  Suuday- 
than  a  "baker's  dozen,"  at  the  begin-  school  took  on  new  life  and  interest. 
ning  of  our  work,  you  would  have  felt  There  was  good  prospect  of  continued 
that  the  result  was  worth  all  the  sac-  growth.  Others  were  here  who  expected 
rifice  that  ha^been  made,  and  that  the  to  join  with  our  church. 


168 


THE   HOIOB  lOSeiONABT. 


November, 


GBA88HOPFEB8 — THB  THIBD  TBAB. 

Tou  may  remember  that  among  the 
remarks  in  the  **  application  "  I  stated 
that  the  young,  or  larvse,  of  the  grass- 
hoppers were  swarming  on  the  prairies. 
They  became  a  scourge  for  us  again. 
This  is  the  third  successive  year  I  have 
been  obliged  to  witness  the  almost  total 
destruction  of  crops  here.  The  promise 
of  early  spring  was  met  by  the  steady  and 
sure  destruction  of  nearly  all  crops.  The 
tiny  injects,  emerging  from  the  ground 
about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in  leng«^h, 
began  their  work,  and  for  forty- five 
days,  until  their  full  development  with 
wings  for  fiight,  we,  of  course,  had  to 
support  them.  Their  extent  within  the 
Territory  was  limited  to  the  regions  of 
Oak  wood,  Medary,  and  Flandreau,  about 
forty  miles  of  latitude.  They  extended 
eastward  into  Minnesota.  About  the  last 
of  June  they  took  leave  of  us,  rising  in 
great  clouds  ;  and,  as  we  would  look  up 
towards  the  sun,  we  could  see  them,  like 
thickly-driving  snowfiakes,  filling  the 
air.  We  have  seen  them  flying  thus  on 
nearly  every  clear  day  since;  but  they 
have  not  come  down  on  us  in  any  very 
great  numbers.  They  have,  however,  as 
is  reported,  visited  with  almost  total 
destruction  the  part  of  our  valley  about 
Dell  Rapids  and  Sioux  Falls,  where,  up 
to  July  first,  there  were  the  heaviest  and 
most  extensive  crops  ever  yet  attempted. 
My  reports  of  this  are  at  second  hand, 
and  I  cannot,  therefore,  be  so  certain  or 
definite. 

Our  own  losses  by  **  hoppers "  have 
been  quite  serious.  Last  year  we  did 
save  some  gardens,  so  we  had  abundance 
of  most  useful  vegetables.  This  year 
we  are  confined  exclusively  to  peas  and 
potatoes.  The  **  hoppers  "  do  not  like 
peas,  and  some  potatoes  were  close  to  a 
small  field  of  grain,  which  they  took, 
instead  of  part  of  the  potatoes.  The  re- 
sult of  so  much  destruction  here  at  Me- 
dary is  that  some  of  our  church  members 
and  of  the  congregation,  having  lost  their 
crops,  have  been  obliged  to  go  back  to 
thoir  old  homes  to  earn  a  livincf  for  the 
winter.     Wc   are  left   with   diminished'^ 


numbers  at  present  They  all  expect  to 
return  in  the  spring,  however,  and  try  it 
again. 

At  Flandreau  the  congregation  has 
increased  to  about  fifty,  also.  Many 
ai*e  new  comers.  The  young  **  hoppers  " 
were  not  so  numerous  there,  but  the 
people  suffered  by  a  subsequent  visita- 
tion. The  Sunday-school  has  been  pros- 
perous and  well  attended. 

At  Oakwood  there  is  a  new  beginning, 
somewhat  like  that  of  Medary  three  years 
ago.  Up  to  this  year,  there  has  been  but 
a  settlement  of  two  or  three  families. 
Some  more  have  come  in,  and  now  from 
a  dozen  to  eighteen  persons  may  be  got 
together  for  meetings.  The  country  is 
fine  in  that  vicinity,  and  must  be  settled 
soon.  Those  who  have  made  the  l)egin- 
ning  are,  of  course,  using  their  influence 
to  get  others  in. 

CIIIUSTIAN   WELCOME. 

Now,  in  spite  of  the  many  drawbacks 
and  hindrances,  this  country  is  filling  up 
with  people.  It  is  good  for  them  to 
come  here  and  find  the  institutions  of  the 
gospel  already  at  work.  Persons  of  evil 
disposition  are  reduced  to  decorum  by 
the  moral  tone  of  the  community  as 
soon  as  they  come.  People,  who  have 
never  been  in  the  habit  of  acquaintance 
with  a  minister,  soon  find  that  in  spite  of 
themselves  a  friendly  intimacy  comes 
about.  There  are  not  so  many  of  us  but 
we  all  have  to  be  neighbors.    Even  those 

of   the  County  people,  who   were 

somewhat  at  enmity  because  of  my  inter- 
ference with  their  fraudulent  schemes  of 
two  years  ago,  have  been  obliged  to 
yield  to  the  truth,  and  nearly  all  of  them 
to  accept  help  and  hospitality  from  me; 
several  in  traveling  have  found  them- 
selves at  our  house  at  night,  and  we 
were  glad  to  spare  food  and  lodging 
and  good  wishes  to  them. 

In  all  intercourse  with  these  people, 
some  of  whom  are  rough  and  some  with 
but  little  real  principle,  I  have  tried 
carefully  to  be  true,  and  to  stand  on 
troth  without  fear.  It  comes  out  right 
in  the  end  alwavp. 

I  have  great  hope  yet  fof  the  future  of 
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this  region.  I  don^t  think  the  **  hoppers  ^^ 
can  continue  much  longer.  Tlieir  ene- 
mies increase  more  rapidly  than  them- 
selves, and  by  the  general  order  of 
nature  they  must  yield. 


NEBRASKA. 

Mr.  JT.  F,    Hardy     (Stmhmt    of    Yah 
Theo.  8em,),  Jlighland, 

IXCORRBCT   IMPRESSIONS. 

Belnj^  one  of  the  young  men  sent  out 

by  your  Society  for  missionary  labor  in 

Nebraska,    and   having    completed  my 

l&bors  and  returned,  I  submit  the  foUow- 

•  ing  re|)ort. 

I  found  on  my  arrival  at  my  field  that 
my  impressions  in  regard  to  the  work 
were  far  from  correct.  I  had  supposed 
that  my  work  would  be  essentially  that 
of  the  pioneer  missionary,  breaking 
ground  for  some  one  to  follow ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  I  found  that  the  field  had 
bsen  thoroughly  canvassed,  and  that  the 
community  wai  largely  Christian. 

FIELD  AND  LABOR. 

I  supplied  at  three   stations,  two  of 
them  in  Highland  and  the  third  in  Holt 
precinct.     At  two  of  these  I  spoke  once 
in  two  weeks,  and   at  the   other  twice 
every  other  Sabbath,  and  part  of  the  time 
in  the  evening  of  the  alternate  Sabbath. 
Neither  of  the  churches  has  a  building 
of  its  own,  but  there  arc  good  school- 
houses  in  which  they  worship.     Two  of 
the  stations  I  allude  to  had   l)een   occu- 
pied by  Mr.    Alley,   but   the  third   was 
taken  after  my  arrival  and  given  up  at 
my  departure.     At  two  of  these  points  1 
found     Sabbath-scliools    in    successful 
operation,  and,  at  Uie  other,  one   was 
organized  after  I  reached  there.     One  of 
these  has  been  very  successful,  number- 
ing as  high  as  seventy-eight. 

POVERTY,  A  HINDRANCE. 

A  serious  drawl>ack  in  this  work,  as 
well  as  in  the  holding  of  other  religious 
meetings,  is  the  poverty  of  the  people, — 
many  of  them  not  having  clothes  suffi- 
cient to  make  what  they  term  a  respectable 
appearance,  and  having  bo  much  of  pride 


that  they  prefer  to  remain  at  home. 
Another  hindrance  is  the  great  pressure  of 
farm  work.  They  have  had  so  many  loss- 
es from  one  cause  and  another,  that  they 
feel  very  anxious  to  secure  themselves 
against  want  in  the  future.  However, 
I  found  at  the  outs<'t  a  good  degree  of 
spirituality  among  the  members  of  our 
church,  and  trust  it  has  not  decreased 
during  the  summer  season.  It  has,  as 
you  know,  been  the  hardest  season  of  the 
year  for  supporting  meetings  ;  still  the 
attendance  has  been  in  the  main  quite 
good  at  the  Sabbath  services,  besides 
which  we  have  sustained  a  week-day 
prayer-meeting,  which  I  believe  has  l)een 
a  source  of  blessing  to  those  who  have 
made  the  sacrifice  to  attend.  The  meet- 
ings, in  such  a  region  as  this,  of  course 
vary  very  much  according  to  circumstan- 
ces, as  there  is  no  village,  and  the  people 
are  quite  widely  scattered. 

RESULTS. 

As  to  results,  I  can  only  say  that  I 
believe  the  work  has  not  gone  backwards 
and  I  trust  it  has  progressed  somewhat. 
Had  I  remained  in  the  East,  the  work 
would  have  been  in  far  better  hands, 
though  perhaps  the  lack  in  quality  was 
partly  made  up  in  quantity,  as  I  could 
devote  my  whole  time  to  the  field. 

Whatever  the  influence  upon  the  com- 
munity may  have  been,  I  cannot  but  re- 
joice, for  my  own  sake,  that  1  was  led  into 
the  work.  I  feel  that  the  experience  has 
been  and  will  be  in  the  future  very 
valuable.  I  leave  the  work  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Alley  with  faith  that,  under  his 
efficient  leader shij),  the   church  will  be 

blessed  and  built  up  in  numbers    and 
graces. 


Mr.  G,  H.    CnU.  {Student  in  Yale   TJico. 
Sem.)y  lied   Cloud, 

"MY   SUMMER   IN   A   OARDEN.'* 

Now  that  my  vacation  is  closing,  I 
report  the  summer's  work.  Mr.  Gates 
located  me  in  Webster  Co.,  to  work 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Maxwell,  who 
has  charge  of  this  field.     I  have  tried  to 
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do  what  I  could  to  advance  the  cause  of 
Christ,  not  only  by  preaching,  but 
mingling  with  the  people  in  their  homes 
and  trying  to  encourage  them.  I  tell 
them  that  our  Eastern  people  don't 
forget  them  away  out  on  the  frontier, 
and  are  willing  to  send  men  and  means 
to  help  them  in  starting  churches.  The 
people  are  poor.  There  is  no  money, 
scarcely,  among  them.  What  they  pay 
the  pastor  is  in  fann  produce.  I  have 
been  all  over  the  county.  I  have 
preached  at  nine  different  places  in  it. 
The  school-houses  were  almost  always 
well  filled,  although  it  was  in  the  busiest 
season.  Here  in  Red  Cloud  my  house 
has  been  full  every  time.  And  1  think 
that  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  in- 
terest manifested  in  listening  to  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel.  Seven  mem- 
bers have  joined  the  church  since  my 
stay  here — three  by  profession  and  four 
by  letter.  I  cannot  siiy  that  I  have  made 
any  converts.  But  I  have  sown  the  good 
seed — Gk)d's  everlasting  truth — and  I 
hope  that  some  of  it  has  fallen  on  good 
soil. 

As  to  whether  Mr.  Maxwell  is  satisfied 
with  my  work,  he  can  speak  for  himself. 
For  my  own  part,  my  relations  with  him 
have  been  entirely  satisfactory.  His 
house  has  been  like  a  home  to  me. 

ITie  size  of  the  field,  the  whole  of 
Webster  County,  makes  i^  necessary  for 
him  to  take  long  rides.  The  field,  in  my 
opinion,  ought  to  be  divided.  ^  There  are 
several  school-houses  and  neighborhoods 
where  we  have  preached  this  summer 
which  will  have  to  be  left  when  I  go 
awav.  Mr.  Maxwell  has  all  he  can  do 
to  attend  to  the  four  branches  of  the 
county  church  and  a  few  neighborhoods 
near  by. 

HARDSHIP?     NOT  MUCH. 

Wherever  I  have  been  I  was  cordially 
welcomed  and  treated  well,  even  l)y 
those  who  were  not  Christians.  They 
seemed  glad  to  have  the  chance  of  listen- 
ing to  preaching.  The  hardships  of  the 
home  missionary  life  are  not  so  great  as 
I  anticipated,  or,  rather,  thoj  are  differ- 


ent. The  only  real  hardship  [health, 
money  enough,  and  fine  summer  weather 
being  given]  is  that  of  sleeping  in  "  dug 
outs"  and  "sod  houses,"  which  are  in- 
fested with  vermin  of  all  sorts.  I  should 
have  visited  a  great  deal  more  if  it  had 
been  otherwise.  I  can  ride  fifty  miles  a 
day,  and  preach  and  work,  but  I  cannot 
do  it  loDg  without  sleep.  I  have  done  the 
best  I  could  under  the  circumstances. 

PERSONAL    BENEFIT. 

I  have  been  much  benefited  by  my  ex- 
perience this  summer.  Wherever  I  may 
be  called,  I  shall  be  a  warm  advocate  of 
home  missions.  I  shall  return  to  my 
seminary  work  with  renewed  hope  and" 
strength. 


Mr,  O.  M,  Orvts  (Student  Tale  T/ieo.  Sem.) 

A   PLEASANT   THREE   MONTHS. 

The  work  of  the  past  sunmicr  has  been 
one  that  has  deeply  interested  me,  giving 
me  as  much  real  pleasure  as  any  three 
months  of  my  life.  When  I  firet  went 
to  my  field,  I  found  people  a  little  shy, 
especially  the  Methodists,  who  were 
already  uj)()n  the  ground,  but  "dead." 
Gradually  tliis  wore  off,  as  they  found 
that  I  came  only  to  preach  Christ,  and 
tried  to  show  a  spirit  of  Christian  love 
toward  all  of  Christ's  followere. 

I  became  acquaint^^d  with  nearly  every 
English-speaking  family  within  a  radius 
of  five  miles,  traveling  from  house  to 
house  and  place  to  place  on  foot.  I  in- 
terested myself  in  all  that  they  were  in- 
terested in,  introducing  the  subject  of 
religion  at  every  opportunity  that  seemed 
to  me  suitable  :  very  frequently  praying 
with  people  before  leaving  them,  and 
often  these  seasons  were  attended  by  deep 
feeling  upon  the  part  of  all.  Afterwards 
they  would  frequently  take  me  into 
their  confidence,  telling  me  their  personal 
trials  or  domestic  troubles.  The  week 
after  4th  of  July,  Rev.  Mr.  Tcnney  (who 
was  located  near  me)  and  I  took  a  mission- 
ary trip,  visiting  and  praying  with  every 
family  we  came  to  and  liolding  meetings 
at  night.    People  turned  out  quite  well, 
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ihoogh  it  was  in  harrest.  That  was  the 
hardest  woek  I  had :  getting  up  at  t!ve 
o^clock,  trareling,  and  talking  at  every 
opportunity — at  one  time  praying  with  a 
man  ritting  on  the  barn  steps,  at  another 
praying  in  the  open  field.  We  did  not  get 
to  bed  a  single  night  till  after  1 1  o'clock, 
and  when  Saturday  came  I  was  tired, 
snnbomt,  and  blistered,  yet  I  look  upon 
it  aa  one  of  the  pleasantest  weeks. 

HAFFT  RESULTS. 

I  organized  one  Sunday-school  in   a 
neighborhood  where  they  had  never  had 
one,  nor  preaching  cither.    The  people 
appredated  it.   I  could  not  get  a  prayer- 
ineeting  organized  until  two  weeks  before 
I  left,  though  I  tried.   They  had  had  one, 
but  it  had  broken  up,  and   they   were 
discouraged.      Some  had  reckoned  up 
beforehand  how  many  would  be   present 
— "  four  or  five  "  they  thought — but  there 
were  sixteen  there,  and  the  Lord  was  in 
our  midst     Of  the  sixteen  quite  ten  took 
part,  two  of  the  remainder  were  children. 
Some  of  them  had  never  taken  part  in  a 
religious  meeting  before.     A  week  from 
that  lime,  the  last  Sabbath  I  was  there, 
thirty-two  were  out,  sixteen  taking  part, 
and  many  both  spoke  and  prayed.    That 
uight  the  Postmaster,  the  most  influential 
man  in  the  place,  spoke  for  the  first  time 
in  his  life  in  a  religious  meeting.  He  said 
that  he  had  sometimes  thought  he  was  a 
Christian,  and  at  other  times  tliought  he 
was  not.     "  To-niglit  I  feel  that  I  must 
be  and  will  be  a  follower  of  Christ,  and 
ask  you  to  pray  for  me.''     Many  who  had 
lost  all  interest  in    religious   meetings 
were  there,  and  gave  testimony  to  a  re- 
newed   consecration     to    their    Master. 
Five  who  gave  no  evidence  of  a  Chris- 
tian life   when  I  went  there,  gave  evi- 
dence bv  their  life  and  conversation  tliat 
they  had,  during  the    summer,    given 
themselves  up  to  Christ ;  and  more  could 
have  l>een  done,  had  I  been  more  faithful. 
I  think  that  if  a  good  man  is  sent  there 
next  year,  some  dozen  or  twenty  can  l>e 
gathered  into  a  church,  which  will  be  a 
vital  power  for  good  in  that  community. 
IcontinnaUy  praj  that  (xod^s  blessing 


may  attend  the  feeble  efforts  that  have 
been  put  forth  this  summer. 


MINNESOTA. 
Reo.  P.  W.  Ilowf,  aiyndon. 

KIUNS   OK   GOOD. 

As  indicated  by  the  figures  given  of 
average  Sunday  congregation  for  the 
quarter,  st^venty-five ;  and  the  average 
attendance  at  prayer  meeting,  nineteen  ; 
and  at  Sunday-school,  forty-five ;  we 
think  we  have  had  great  interest  mani- 
fested by  the  people  in  the  service  and 
appointments  of  the  church. 

Our  young  people's  prayer  and  con- 
ference meeting  is  continued,  with 
evidences  of  being  a  power  for  good. 
The  two  additions  to  the  church  are  from 
this  company  of  young  people,  others  of 
whom  are  mucli  interested,  and,  we  hope, 
will  soon  make  a  public  profession  of 
acciptance  of  Jesus  as  their  Savior. 
The  average  attendance  upon  these  young 
people's  meetings  has  been  about  seven- 
teen. 

DIFFICULTIES   AND   EFFORTS. 

Our  people  are  again  ftorely  tried 
througli  loss,  in  some  cases  almost  totul^ 
of  their  crops,  under  the  giassliopper 
ravages  and  a  long  drought,  so  that  most 
of  them  will,  with  great  difliculty,  be 
able  to  carry  their  famili(»  through  rill 
another  harvest,  and  some  must  sufFer. 
Hence  some  pledges  made,  in  good  faith, 

1  towards  meeting  the  ministi^r'ssahiry  and 
the  expenses  of  the  church,  must  be  can- 
celled.    A  few  families  are  leaving. 

With  the  hearty  unicm  of  the  church, 
comjiosed  of  several  denominations  by 
former  cluirch  connecticm,  it  does  seem 
that  the  peoj)le  are  working  so  as  to  sup- 
port and  receivr;  th(!  gospel  in  the  most 
economical  way  possible,  wasting  neither 
the  Lord's  money  nor  His  ministers  in 

I  more  than  (me  church  and  8<'rvice.     It 

• 

I  will  l>e  remeniix'red  that  this  church  lias 
1  planned  to  b<;  self-support  in  fr,  .'i-kirig  the 
I  mlni-ter  and  the  Society  to  j]nve  it  only 
such  service  in  gospel  preaching,  etc.,  juj 
I  they  could  pay  for,  and  expecting  the 
•  Society   to_  use    the    minister  at  other 
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points  for  the  aid  given  him.  At  the 
same  time  tliey  have  appreciated  the  fact 
that  the  minister  would,  almont  of  neces- 
sity, give  most  of  his  time  to  this  com- 
munity. 

It  seems  to  me  that  for  the  coming 
year  the  church  must  become,  in  some 
measure,  dependent.  I  have  not  had  the 
use  of  the  parsonage,  because  we  found 
it  needed  too  much  repairs;  so  we  have 
together  borne  the  burden  of  renting  a 
house. 


Rev.  L.  W.  Chanty,  ManJcato, 

THE   LOCUSTS   UPON   US. 

The  pecuniary  prospects  of  tliis  people 
are  greatly  darkened  just  now.  The 
locusts  are  upon  lis  again,  and  have 
deposited  their  eggs,  not  only  here,  but 
over  a  wider  range  of  the  surrounding 
country  than  ever  before.  Business  at 
this  point  has  already  suffered  for  years 
from  these  visitations,  as  well  as  from 
the  prevailing  hard  times,  and  now  very 
many  of  the  people  know  not  what  to 
do.  Mechanics  find  no  work.  I  have 
heard  them  saying,  very  anxiously,  that 
they  see  no  way  of  providing  bread 
•for  their  families  this  winter.  Grocers 
and  other  merchants  find  their  trade 
dwindling,  and  are  fearful  of  bank- 
ruptcy. This  is  especially  disheartening 
to  our  church,  as  we  have  no  men  of 
capital  in  it  Th(?y  are  all  dependent 
upon  the  success  of  their  business  for  a 
livelihood,  and  for  the  means  of  sustain 
ing  the  institutions  of  religion.  It  has 
interfered  with  the  payment  of  my 
salary.  There  is.  at  present,  an  arrearnge 
of  more  than  $200,  and  I  am  compelled 
to  be  in  debt.  Strenuous  efforts  will  be 
made  to  remove  this  arrearage,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  good  Lord  will 
give  success.  He  has  helped  us  hitherto. 
And  if  adversity  biings  to  us  spiritual 
blessings,  we  will  rejoice  in  adversity. 


MISSOURI. 
Itev,  A,  M,  Thamey  Memphis, 

THE  HEATED  TERM. 

The  past  quarter  has  been  remarkable 


as  furnishing  the  hottest  and  driest 
weather  experienced  here  for  many  years. 
And  this  is  written  to  say  this  further, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  unprecedented 
heat,  our  Sabbath-school,  and  church, 
and  prayer-meetings  held  right  on  and 
through  with  steady  increase  and  interest. 
We  have  been  graciously  delivered  from 
sickness  and  deaths  through  the  season, 
until  within  a  few  weeks.  I  think  I 
have  never  known  such  general  good 
health  through  the  summer  months.  Aa 
a  very  happy  result  of  this  deliverance 
we  are  the  more  able,  and,  I  trust,  ready 
for  duty  this  fall  and  the  coming  winter. 

OCCASIONS   OF   DISCOURAGEMENT. 

We  have  felt  the  loss  by  removal  oi 
three  of  our  most  devoted  workers. 
Prof.  B.'s  health  failing  him,  led  him  to 
give  up  the  high-school,  which  we  hoped 
was  a  permanent  institution  among  us. 
His  removal  took  away  liLs  family  and 
assistant,  and  as  yet  we  have  found  none 
to  take  their  places.  It  is  not  ])ossible  tc 
have  a  church  without  nicmbei-s.  It  if 
possible  to  have  members  who  «re  as 
weights.  Then  there  are  meml)ers  whc 
are  as  tdngs.  Of  this  blest  kind  wen 
that  brother,  his  wife,  and  assistant 
Blessings  are  they  to  the  church  of  whirl 
they  are  mcmben*.  They  never  give  th( 
weary- worn  pastor  the  least  trouble,  am 
that" 8  worth  a  great  deal.  But  what  cai 
we  do  to  supply  their  places?  Some 
times  we  are  almost  led  to  wish  that 
we,  the  church,  were  more  nearly  of  i 
whatness,  evener  togctlier.  This  putting 
the  new  with  the  old  sometimes  makes  the 
rent  worse,  and  leaves  the  rest  weaker, 
But  so  it  is,  and  weUl  just  have  to  abide 
in  our  places,  and,  having  done  all,  wai 
till  the  Master  comes.  It  is  quite  evident 
to  me  now  that  it  is  not  well  to  en- 
courage undue  |wominence  in  the  mera 
bership  of  Clirist's  body,  saving  thai 
chiefship  that  comes  from  being  servant 
of  all.  The  Lord  of  the  harvest  send  w 
an  abundant  shower  of  this  kind,  ac 
cording  to  his  will. 

SOURCES    OF  COMFORT. 

1.  The  Lord  reigns ;  forever  blessed  b 
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his  name ;  firm  endure  his  kingdom  ; 
aod  wide  extend,  and  more  fully  appear 
his  excellent  glory. 

3.  There  is  increasing  love  for  liis 
Holy  Word.  There  are  more  persons 
obeying  the  Divine  order,  **  Search  the 
Scriptures,''^  now  than  ever  before.  This 
is  a  source,  yea,  a  constant  unceasing 
fountain  of  joy  and  comfort. 

3.  There  is  a  growing  expectancy  of 
coming  blessings.  Not  that  each  in- 
dividual disciple  is  alike  exorcised  on 
this  point;  but  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the 
body  is  moving  gradually,  yet  surely  and 
gratifyingly,  up  to  a  higher  line  of  nobler 
life. 

4.  Greater  simplicity  in,  and  diffusive- 
ness of  Christian  life.  Christians  are  bei  ng 


more  impressed  with  the  imperative 
word,  *'Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth. 
Ye  are  the  light  of  thr.  world.  Therefore, 
whatsoever  ye  do,  whether  ye  eat  or  drink, 
do  all  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
giving  thanks  unto  God  and  the  Father 
by  Him." 

5.  The  presence  and  power  of  the  Com- 
forter himself.  He  is  the  fountain  of  all 
comfort  and  consolation.  He  alone  is 
the  infinite  source  of  all  our  joy  and 
strength.  He  has  ea(!h  of  his  own  in 
present  and  everlasting  remembrance. 
In  all  their  affliction  he  is  afflicted.  He 
is  the  angel  of  the  covenant,  and  will 
see  to  it  that  all  that  the  Father  hath 
given  to  his  dear  Son  shall  come  to 
him. 


^HttlUnton^. 


PRESENT  STATE  OF  THE  HOME 
MISSIONARY  TREASURY. 

[Under  date  of  Oct()ber2,  the  Secreta- 
ries sent  what  follows  to  sevenil  papers, 
*nd  it  appeared  in  their  issues  of  that 
^eek  or  the  next.  The  situation  is  still — 
October  13— substantially  unchanged, 
»nd  the  urgent  necessity  is  every  hour 
becoming  more  painfully  felt.  We  re- 
publish the  statement  here,  hoping  that 
it  may  bring  instant  help  from  many 
quarters.] 

It  is  no  more  than  right  that  the  friends 
of  Home  Missions,  and  supporters  of  the 
American  Home  Missionary  Society 
should  know  the  present  state  of  the 
treasury. 

1.  The  receipts  have  been  suddenly  and 
severely  diminished  during  the  last  two 
Daonihs,  so  that  the  treasury  is  not  only 
empty,  but  overdrawn. 

2.  Xo  drafts  have  been  sent  or  pay- 
ni<nits  made  (except  in  special  cases)  on 
claims  maturing  since  August  1,  and 
covering  the  three  months  preceding; 
nor  can  they  be  till  the  necessary  funds 
are  received. 

3.  Quarterly  reports,  calling  for  more 
than  $14,000,  have  already  been  received 


from  the  musionaries  on  th^  fronfi^^n, 
and  some  of  them  have  now  been  wait- 
ing on  file  for  two  months. 

4.  Reports  for  the  quarter  ending  Oct.  1 
will  add  about  $7,000  or  $8,000  more, 
making  a  total  of  nearly  $22,000  due  to 
these  faithful  and  beloved  mi'^sionarics, 
toward  which  there  is  not  one  cent  in  the 
treasury. 

What  we  feared  and  stated  in  a  note 
on  the  treasury  in  this  month's  issue  of 
The  Home  IMissionary  has  thus  come 
upon  us.  The  Society  has  been  carried 
forward,  by  the  goodness  of  God,  through 
these  *'  hard  times  "  in  a  wonderful  way. 
This  is  tlie  first  appeal  of  the  kind  it  has 
put  forth  since  they  began.  We  had 
hoped  to  issue  none  till  they  should  end. 
But  now  duty  to  our  suffering  brethren  at 
the  front,  and  a  just  regard  to  the  feel- 
ings and  wishes  of  tliose  who  are  sup- 
porting this  great  work,  and  are  not  will- 
ing that  such  a  state  of  facts  shall 
continue  one  moment  longer  tlian  is  ne- 
cessary, compel  us  to  break  silence,  and 
make  this  plain  statement. 

The  winter  is  close  at  hand.  These 
missionaries  have  been  waiting  and  ex- 
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pec  ting  this  money  to  pay  their  debts  and 
buy  the  necessaries  of  life  for  winter  for 
themselves,  their  wives,  an^  children. 
Many  of  them  live  among  people  as  poor 
as  themselves.  They  get  little,  and,  in 
some  cases,  no  money  but  what  comes 
from  the  Society.  When  that  fails  they 
have  nothing  with  which  to  buy  cash 
articles.  .  We  are  persuaded  that,  could 
the  Christian  men  and  women  in  our 
churches  and  homes  read  the  letters  daily 
received  here,  relief  would  be  instant 
We  have  felt  it  our  duty  to  make  this 
statement  We  send  it  forth  with  prayer 
and  in  faith. 


in  foreign  lands ;  and  he  finally  courted 
and  married  the  daughter  of  a  home 
missionary  pastor,  who  studied  under 
Dr.  Uopkins  40  years  ago." 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS   INDEBTED 
TO    HOME. 

We  are  indebted  to  a  correspondent  of 
the  Springfield  Repuhlican,,  writing  from 
the  Hartford  meeting  of  the  A.B.C.F.M., 
for  an  incident  of  force  and  beauty  that 
is  constantly  repeating  itself  in  many 
similar  cases. 

"  To  represent  the  newly  appointed  mis- 
sionaries of  the  Board,  admirable  ad- 
dresses were  made  by  Mr.  Tuckerman, 
of  Austin,  C,  and  Mr.  Christie,  of 
Andover  Theological  Seminary,  a  gradu- 
ate of  Beloit  College,  who  gives  up  an 
attractive  professorship  in  tliat  college 
to  take  charge  of  the  mission's  female 
seminary  at  Ma  rash,  Turkey.  Their 
speeches  marked  them  as  able  m&n,  and 
testified  to  the  almost  invariable  good 
judgment  and  careful  discrimination  of 
the  executive  committee  in  their  appoint- 
ment of  missionaries.  Mr.  Christie  made 
a  good  point  in  expressing  his  thankful 
obligations  to  the  home  missionary  work 
for  the  aspirations  which  now  impelled 
him  to  go  abroad.  In  the  backwoods 
of  Wisconsin,  it  was  a  home  missionary 
Sabbath- school  teacher  that  taught  him 
his  first  lessons  of  Christianity  ;  through 
the  influences  of  a  little  home  missionary 
church  he  was  converted  ;  he  went  to  a 
home  missionary  college  of  the  New 
England  type,  a  foster-child  of  Yale, 
which  has  given  at  least  50  per  cent,  of 
its  alumni  to  the  Christian  ministry,  and 
several  noble  missionaries  now  scattered 


THE  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  DEPART- 
MENT. 

It  will  bo  remembered  that  the  Na- 
tional' Council  at  New  Haven  advised 
that  "the  missionary  Sunday-school 
work  "  of  the  churches  represented  there 
**  be  incorporated  with  the  work  of  the 
American  Home  Missionary  Society,  and 
be  provided  for  by  the  establishment  of 
a  distinct  bureau,  or  otherwise,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Home  Missionary  Society,  and  that  • 
separate  annual  collection  be  taken  for 
missionary  Sunday-schools." 

The  necessary  preliminary  steps  have 
been  taken,  and  this  Society  stanch 
prepared  and  ready  to  carry  forward 
that  work  so  far  and  so  fast  as  the 
necessary  funds  are  provided.  It  will 
gladly  welcome  them  from  all  quar- 
tei*s,  and  will  seek  so  to  administci 
them  as  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  th< 
donors,  in  spirit  and  letter,  to  theii 
C(>rdial  satisfaction.  Plainly,  it  can 
not  draw  from  its  customary  receipt 
for  this  new  object.  Such  was  not  th< 
expectation  of  the  National  Council,  ai 
shown  by  its  recommending  a  separat 
annual  collection  from  the  churches  fo 
it,  and  a  distinct  bureau  or  departmen 
in  the  account  of  receipts  and  expendi 
turcs.  It  is  essential,  therefore,  that  th< 
funds  designed  for  this  special  worl 
shall  be  so  designated. 

In  the  December  number  a  fuUe 
statement  of  the  whole  subject  will  b 
made.  The  above  will  answer  presen 
inquiry. 

OBITUARY. 

[No  tribute  to  the  memory  of  tha 
devoted  and  beloved  Christian  w^omar 
the  wife  of  Rev.  Lewis  Bridgman,  o 
Dakota,  could  be  more  fitting  than  i 
contained  in  a  recent  letter  from  his  pei 
not  indeed  written  for  publication,  hx 
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wfaidi  we  thall  be  justified  in  tliOB 
pltdng  within  the  reach  of  her  many 
frieiuk] 

Sept  5. — My  commiBsion  to  labor 
tapther  year  came  while  I  was  watching 
and  weeping  at  the  bedside  of  my  dying 
wife  in  Richland,  where  she  had  gone  to 
Tint  a  beloved  daughter,  and  assist  her 
m  nursing  a  sick  child  l>ack  to  health. 

Retaming  home  from  my  appointment 
St  Eden,  two  weeks  ago  yesterday,  by 
WSJ  of  Richland,  I  found  my  dear  wife 
there,  very  low  with  cholera  morbus. 
All  our  anxious  care  and  agouizing 
efforts  to  arrest  disease  and  stay  the 
hand  of  death,  even  with  the  best  medi- 
cal aid  that  could  be  found  in  this  coun- 
try, were  unavailing.  Her  age  and  pre- 
vioQsly  enfeebled  state  of  health  gave 
strength  to  her  malady.  She  gradually 
sank  until  Friday  morning,  and  while 
the  clock  was  striking  the  hour  of  five, 
August  25th,  the  Lord  took  her. 

In  early  life  she  gave  herself  to  the 
Lord,  and  immediately  entered  most 
heartily  into  active  service.  She  acted 
on  the  truth  that  **  it  is  more  blessed  to 
give  than  to  receive."  She  was  among 
the  early  pupils  of  the  Oberlin  Institute, 


and  entered  warmly  into  its  reformatory 
objects  and  spiritual  endeavors.  She 
was  always  prompt,  fearless,  and  faith- 
ful in  rebuking  sin,  and  in  exhorting 
sinners  to  flee  to  Chiist  for  help.  She  has 
been  to  me  a  most  loving  and  devoted 
wife,  to  our  children  a  tender  and  indul- 
gent mother,  and  of  the  church,  where- 
ever  we  have  resided,  a  devoted,  faith- 
ful, and  sympathizing  member.  She 
followed  me  cordially,  soon  after  we 
were  married,  to  the  young  Territory  of 
Wisconsin,  and  thence,  after  many 
years  of  weary  and  self-denyinpr  labor, 
to  our  present  abode  in  Dakota.  But  she 
has  gone  to  her  rest.  We  mourn  her  ab- 
sence, but  not  without  most  rich  and 
sustaining  consolation.  It  seems  as 
though  her  spirit  is  still  with  us,  and 
calling  us  to  more  active  efforts  for 
Christ  and  his  cause. 

About  twelve  hours  before  lier  death, 
our  other  daughter,  with  her  husband. 
Rev.  R.  T.  Qross,  your  missionary  to  Col- 
orado, and  their  two  little  ones,  arrived, 
on  their  way  to  their  distant  field  of 
labor.  They  are  still  with  us,  anxious 
to  be  on  their  way,  but  detained  by  the 
severe  sickness  of  their  oldest  child. 


^txx  (S)0-oifttMvt  ^0tUtU^» 


American  Congregational  Union. 

Riv.  Ray  Palmer,  D.D.,  Sec.,  69  Bible 

House,  New  York. 
Rkv.  Christopher  Gushing,  D.D.,  Sec., 

20  Congregational  House,  Boston. 
N.  A.  Calklns,   Esq.  Treas.,  69  Bible 

House,  New  York. 

FOROBTFTJLKBSS  OP   DUTY. — It  might 

fairly  be  expected  that  each  church  that 
has  received  aid  from  sister  churches 
thruQgh  the  Congregational  Union, 
vuald  carefully  and  conscientiously  ful- 
fill the  conditions  on  which  that  aid  was 
granted.  Common  honesty,  of  course, 
'Quires  this.  Christian  feeling  certainly 
ahoold  prompt  it.    The  failure  to  do  it 


forfeits  the  money  granted,  and  author- 
izes the  Union  to  call  for  the  refunding 
of  the  amount  given.  So  many  churches 
fail  to  remember  what  they  have  solemnly 
bound  themselves  to  do,  that  it  seems 
very  necessary  to  call  special  attention  to 
the  subject. 

Condition  IV.,  on  the  basis  of  which 
every  grant  is  made,  stands  as  follows  in 
the  blank  form,  by  filling  which  applica- 
tion is  made  for  help  in  building. 

**  It  is  made  a  condition  of  every  ap- 
propriation, that  each  church  receiving 
aid  shall  rotf  to  make  and  make  a  contribu- 
tion  every  year  to  the  funds  of  the  Con- 
gregational Union,  and  record  this  vote 
in  the  church  records ;  and  also  keep  its 
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house  of  worship  insured  against  loss  by 
fire." — Again,  Condition  X.  "  In  the 
event  that  any  church  organization 
that  has  received  a  donation  from  the 
Congregational  Union  shall  from  any 
cause  become  extinct,  or  cease  to  be  an 
Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  or 
abandon  public  worship  and  sell  its 
house,  orneglect  to  keep  it  insured,  or  to 
comply  with  the  other  conditions  upon 
which  said  donation  was  granted,  then 
the  sum  which  was  granted  and  paid  to 
said  church  corporation,  shall  revert  to 
the  American  Congregational  Union  and 
be  paid  to  its  treasurer  within  six  months 
from  the  time  of  such  a  change  of  the 
church,  or  sale  of  the  house,  or  neglect 
of  the  conditions  of  said  gmnt." — 
Tlien  in  the  "Certificate  and  Agree- 
ment** signed  by  the  trustees  of  each 
church  when  the  money  is  paid  to  them 
is  this  definite  engagement:  **We 
hereby  agree  for  ourselves  and  our  suc- 
cessors in  office  that  the  above  sum  of 

dollars  shall,  as  above,  revert  to  the 

American  Congregational  Union ;  and 
we  hereby  promise  and  agree  to  well  and 
truly  pay,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  paid 
to  the  treasurer  of  said  Congregational 
Union  within  six  months  after  such 
change  of  the  church,  or  sale  of  the 
house,  or  neglect  of  the  conditions  of 
said  grant." 

In  the  face  of  these  clearly  defined 
conditions  and  this  express  contract 
made  and  signed,  a  large  numher  of  the 
aidM  churches  neglect  to  keep  their  church 
edifices  insured,  snd,  fail  to  send  Wiq  stipu- 
lated annual  collection  to  the  Union. 
Having  secured  a  church  edifice,  they 
seem  to  forget  entirely  their  pledges  and 
obligations.  No  doul)t  this  may  some- 
times be  owing  to  changes  of  pastors  and 
other  officers.  But  we  ask  special  attention 
to  the  fact  that  such  f orgetf ulness  on  the 
part  of  any  church  that  has  been  aided 
is  a  violation  of  its  solemnly  executed  con- 
tract^ and  gives  the  Union  the  right  and 
must  at  length  impose  on  the  Board  the 
duty,  of  requiring  the  refunding  of  the 
money  granted  it.  We  trust  that  each 
minister  of  an  aided  church— aided  per- 


hai)s  before  his  own  connection  with  it — 
will  inquire  into  this  matter  carefully, 
and  see  that  the  conditions  of  the  aid 
received  are  faithfully  complied  with. 
They  are  certainly  most  reasonable  and 
in  no  wise  hard  conditions.  The  neglect 
of  them  cannot  fail  to  be  as  injurious  to 
the  churches  themselves  as  it  is  em- 
barrrassing  to  the  Union. 

Applications  are  now  pressing  on  our 
Board,  and  prompt  and  generous  con- 
tributions to  our  treasury  are  needed  to 
enable  the  trustees  to  grant  the  assistance 
asked.  We  beg  our  brethren  who  are 
pastors  of  churches  that  have  not  heen  aided, 
as  well  as  those  which  have,  to  make 
their  congregations  acquainted  with  the 
urgent  needs  of  the  new  churches,  and 
to  enlist  their  sympathies  for  them,  and 
call  forth  their  liberal  gifts  to  the  church 
building  fund  of  the  Society  which  has 
enabled  so  manv  to  secure  for  themselves 
comfortable  and  tasteful  sanctuaries. 
We  shall  be  glad  to  send  manuals  to  any 
pastors  or  laymen,  whohave  not  received 
tliem,  if  they  will  send  us  their  names  and 
address. 


American  College  and   Education   So- 
ciety. 

Rev.  Increase  N.  Tarbox,  D.D.,  Sec. 

James  M.  Gordon,  Esq.,  Treas. 

Office,  No.  82  Cong.  House.  Boston. 
Money  may  be  sent  either  to  the  Treas. 

urer,  in  Boston,  or  to   Rev.    R.    B. 

IlowAJtD,    62    Bible    House,    New 

York. 

[Extracts  from  anniversary  address 
of  Rev.  Charlrs  D.  Barrows,  of  Lowell.] 

"  If  we  work  upon  marble,"  says  a 
writer,  "  it  will  perish ;  if  we  work  upoii 
brass,  time  will  efface  it;  if  we  rear 
temples,  they  will  crumble  into  dust. 
But  if  we  work  upon  immortal  minds, 
— if  we  imbue  them  with  principles,  with 
the  just  fear  of  God  and  love  of  our 
fellow-men,  we  engrave  upon  those 
tablets  something  which  will  brighten 
to  all  eternity." 

This  Society  is  engaged  in  carrying 
into  execution  the  thought  thus  express- 
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ecL  Iti  olBce  is  not  to  plant  marble 
colomnsy  aa  did  the  Grecian  or  Roman 
Senate,  above  the  reating- place  of  their 
heroca,  neither  to  construct  a  '*  Bcauti- 
fol  Gate,**  with  its  folds  of  Corinthian 
brass,  at  which  the  poor  and  suffering 
may  ask  alms ;  nor  yet  does  it  belong  to 
its  more  peculiar  work  to  build  some 
grand  temple,  whose  magnif  ccuce  might 
attract  the  attention  of  the  world. 
This  is  not  its  mission,  and  hence  time 
can  leave  no  marks  of  defacement  or 
min  ni>on  its  work.  It  is  pre-eminently 
the  work  of  this  Society  to  assist  in 
training  and  developing  minds  in  the 
paths  of  the  highest  culture  and  holiest 
service.  The  union  of  the  two  ideas 
embodied  in  this  Society,  which  are  in 
reality  not  two  but  one  in  two  relations, 
was  a  happy  thought,  and  the  Report  of 
1875  (as  well  as  the  one  to  which  we 
have  just  listened)  bears  witness  to  the 
wis<lom  of  the  originators  of  the  scheme, 
and  the  imperative  need  resting  upon 
the  Society  to  push  its  work  with  yet 
more  vigor  in  the  opening  future.  There 
are  then  two  departments  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  Society,  and  on  each 
we  wish  to  say  a  few  words,  in  the  brief 
remarks  we  shall  make  this  muming. 

L  One  is  the  Department  of  Institu- 
tions. 

The  Christian  College  is  an  institution 
that  none  can  afford  to  under-estimate. 
Its  value  no  one  will  be  likely   to  over- 
estimate.     What    have  not  the  college 
and  the  seminary  done    for  New  Eng- 
land ?     Whence  have  sprung  the  mighty 
influences  which  render  New  England 
such  a  }ft>wer,  if  not  from  the  institu- 
tions which  are  the  monuments  of  our 
lathers'    industry,   the    pride    of    their 
children,  the  hope  and  glory  of  our  de- 
oeudants  ?    What  interests  would  not  be 
affected,  what  foundations  of  enterprise 
and  social  elevation  would  not  be  shak- 
en,  if  one  of  these   institutions  which 
adorn   the  history    of    New     England 
ifiould  be  stricken  from  her  annals?  What 
would  the  Pine  Tree  State  become  with- 
out Bowdoin  and  Bangor  ?    What  1am- 
CKtations  would  ba  heard  from  the  top  of 


yonder  hills,  if  Dartmouth,  now  ncstUng 
in  the  bosom  of  the  old  Granite  State, 
should  close  her  gates  and  end  her  histo- 
ry? What  would  this  commonwealth 
become,  if  the  hill  of  Andover  were 
destroyed  like  the  ancient  Pompeii,  or  if 
her  colleges  were  silent  ?  What  a  break 
in  the  chain  would  that  be,  if  the 
college  and  the  seminary,  which,  touch- 
ing the  SL'a,  form  the  link  between  New 
England  and  the  South  and  West, 
should  be  reckoned  among  the  things 
that  were,  and  her  history  now  become 
a  finished  volume. 

II.  The  other  Department  is  that  of 
Candidates  for  the  Miuibtry. 

In  the  Report  of  1875  the  Secretary 
remarks  that  the  table  of  statistics, 
showing  from  what  quarters  the  young 
men  aided  come,  is  a  table  of  instruc- 
tion. And  80  it  is.  "The  Wet»tem 
fields,  which  formerly  were  almost 
wholly  receivers  of  men,  have  now  be- 
come large  contributors  of  men."  For- 
merly New  England  sent  out  most  of 
the  candidates  tor  the  ministry  ;  but  ac- 
cording to  the  table  of  ib75  (and  ihe 
Report  of  the  Secretary  this  year  shows 
the  same  thing),  the  Western  States  are 
very  fruitful ;  65  from  Mast-achubetts, 
87  from  Maine,  25  from  New  Hamp- 
shire; while  from  Ohio  there  are  38, 
from  Wisconsin  22,  from  Illinois  24,  etc. 
Four  hundred  and  sixteen  (according  to 
Report  of  1876),  and  four  hundred 
and  eighteen  (according  to  Keport  of 
1876),  are  under  the  care  of  this  Society 
and  helped  by  them.  This  is  a  branch 
of  work  which  we  cannot  trust  ourselves 
to  enlarge  upon  in  the  few  moments 
which  belong  to  us  this  moniing.  It  is 
a  theme  which  should  be  kept  before 
our  churches  constantly.  The  inquiry 
should  find  expression  in  every  family 
where  children  are  growing  up  to  man- 
hood— an  inquiry  for  parents  and  chil- 
dren: Does  the.  ministry  call  for  any 
reinforcements  from  this  household? 
Parents  should  not  be  so  eager  to  estab- 
lish their  sons  in  lucrative  positions  as 
to  consecrate  them  to  the  work  of  the 
Lord  in  the  ministry.    We  do  not  believe 
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that  every  converted  young  man  should 
be  a  minister.  We  doubt  not  it  might  be 
of  advantage  to  the  ministry  if  some  of 
us  were  in  other  positions.  Neither 
would  we  underrate  the  importance  of 
other  professions  and  other  spheres  of 
u«»efulne8s,  in  all  of  which  there  is  op- 
portunity for  Christian  character,  and 
great  need  of  Christian  example.     But 


we  still  affirm  that  every  Christian  family 
ought  to  raise,  as  the  fir%t  query :  Does 
God  wish  my  boys  to  become  preachers 
of  the  Word  ?  And  the  Christian  young 
man,  ]}efore  he  enters  any  other  profes- 
sion, should  also  agkthe  question  prayer- 
fully :  Is  God  calling  me  into  His  min- 
istry? The  superiority  of  the  ministry 
should  be  held  up  before  our  children. 


S^)r]i(0itttm«ttt$  ill  ^f^Utik^tx,  1876. 


Not  in  commt^Hon  kut  vectr. 
Rev.  P.  A.  Vandray,  Benicia,  Cal. 
Rev.  L.  P.  NorcroBs.  Plattcville,  Col. 
Rev.  A.  L.  Seward,  Pebble  and  Glencoe,  Neb. 
Rev.   William  S.   Crunch,  Madura  and  out-station, 

Kan. 
Rev.  Charlcft  O.  Parmenter,  Cromwell,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Moses  Alley,  Waupaca,  Wis. 
Rev.  Jarvis  llichanlH,  Kewaunee,  Wis. 
Rev.  Thomas  Towler,  Shelby  and  Hart,  Mich. 
Rev.  S.  D.  Cochran,  D.D.,  Kidder,  Lathrop  and  Mt. 

Carmel,  Mo. 
Rev.  Thomas  H.  Griffith,  LawrencsevUle,  N.  Y. 

Be-commUtlOTted, 

Rev.  William  C.  Merritt,  Saratoga.  Cal. 

Rev.  Hugh  C.  WaUhe,  Pescadcn*,  Cal. 

Rev.  John  N.  McLoney,  Vermillion,  D.  T. 

Rev.  James  Oakoy,  Elk  Point,  U.  T. 

Rev.  Charles  C.  Starbuck,  Miinroe,  Looking  Glass, 

Pawnee  Reservation  and  Lost  Creek,  Neb. 
Rev.  Lauren  Armsby,  Council  Grove  an<l  Hill  Spring, 

Kan. 
Rev.  Henry  Davies.  Bala  and  Snraners,  Kan. 
Rev.  Perley  M.  Griflln,  PariJons,  Kan. 
Rev.  Joseph  B.  Ives,  Douglass  and  I'ole  Cat^  Kan. 
Rev.  Harvey  Jones,    Pleasant  Ridjs'e  and   Western 

Park,  Kan. 
Rev.  Henry   Reea,  Dry  Greek,   Emporia  and  Coal 

Creek,  Kan. 


Rev.  Henry  C.  Sootford,  North  Topeka,  Kan. 

Rev.  Dudl-.y  B.  Et'lls,  Providence,  Belgrade,  Nioollet 

Station  and  vicinity,  Minn. 
Rev.  William  Gill,  Muniorvillc,  Minn. 
Rev.  Lndwick  Kribs,  Park  and  Hawley,  Minn. 
Rev.  Junathun  Cof)cland,  Dunlap,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Luther  P.  Mathews,  Pustville,  Iowa. 
Rev.  George  W.  I*!ilrner,  Carroll,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Alfrwl  A.  Whitmore.  Anita.  Lincoln  Center,  and 

Outj<tations,  Iowa. 
Rev.  AllKTt  M.  Case,  Sharon,  Wis. 
Rev.  Qnincy  L.  Dow.l,  Warren,  Wis. 
Rev.  Clarence  A.  Beckwith,  Wayland  and  Hdpldns 

Mich.  • 

Rev.   John  J.  Bunnell,  Allendale  and  Bastmanville. 

Mich. 
Rev.  Gerrit  Danirremond,  Fremont  Center,  Morgan 

Station  and  AUeyton,  Mich. 
Rev.  Alfre<l  L.  Gridley,  Beazonia,  Mich. 
Rev.  Arthur  M.  Thome,  Memphis.  Mo. 
Ruv.  Edwani  S.  Palmer,  Knoxvilie.  Pa. 
Rev.  Benjamin  F.  Bradford.  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  WalUT  W.  Curtis,  West  Brook  and  North  Wal- 
ton, N.  Y. 
Rev.  Charles  W.  Drake,  Evans  and  Angola,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Ge<.)rge  A.  Flower.  East  SU»ckholni,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Thomas  M.  Griffiths  Turin  and  Tug  Hill,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Edgar  Perkins,  Co|Hniha«;en,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  G^>rge  B.  Rowley,  Norfolk,  RaymondviUe  and 

out-station,  N.  Y. 


^e^eijrtj  in  ^t^Umhtv,  1876. 


MAINE— $8.46. 

Btandish,   Sabbath  School,  by  Abby  M. 
LoweU,  $3  45 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE— 1406.00. 

Derry,   Legacy  of  Mary  J.  Wbidden,  by  J. 

Blanchard,  Ex.,  886  00 
Keene,  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  First,  by  Mm.  J. 

L.  Wyman,  freight,  6  00 

New  Market,  T.  H.  Wiawall,  H)  00 

Webster,  A  Friend,  6  00 

VERMONT— #42.00. 

Greensboro,  Mrs.  J,  D.  Finney,  10  00 

Mlddlebury,  "  A  Friend  of  MiBsiont,"  S  00 
Newbury,  Mrs.  F.  Keyea,  to  const.  M.  P. 

Aiken  a  L.  M.,  80  00 


MA88ACHUSETT8~#2,90".«.^ 

Mass.  Home  Mitsa.  Soc.,  by  0.  Demond, 
Treax.,  2,500  00 

Amhernt,  A  Friend,  l  00 

Amh^r^t,  Prof.  E.  S.  Sncll,  10  00 

Ncwburjix^i-t,  Avails  of  Miss.  Pear  Tree, 
by  Mr.H.  C.  C.  Cleavcland. 

Northampton,  W., 

Northampton,  A  former  Home  Missionary, 

Rehoboth,  by  J.  C.  Marvel, 

Salem,  J.  H.  Towne,  to  const  him  a 
L.  D., 

Sheffield,  First,  by  T.  C.  Wickwire, 

Worcester,  Union,  by  P.  L.  Moen, 

Worcester,  W.  Henry  Vail, 

CONNECTICUT— 8,576.84. 

Greenwich,  StUlson   Benev.  Boa  of  tha 


6  00 

100  00 

10  00 

90  00 

100  00 

600 

92  88 

60  00 
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Second,  bj  Mrn.  Edward  Mend,  Ttpmi., 
whkA  const.  Mn.  J&ne  McDoafrall, 
Mry.  John  OoUin«,  }An.  Beniamin 
Hoflted,  and  ICian  Georgio  Webb  L. 
Mn..  '  1880  00 

Ooilfoid,  Fini,  A  Friend,  by  F.  T.  Jarman,  100  00 
GnztaTviUe,  Second,  by  K.  1*.  Conant,  18  U8 

Hartford,  Lrcaoy  of  Oswin  Wellcn,  by  C. 

Well»,  Ex.,  1,000  00 

Hanrinton,  by  M.  L.  Goodwin,  61  M 

Lebanon,  (iroahen  Soc..  by  £.  Goer,  tSi  60 

lULfordi,  on  acconnt  of  Legacy  Mrs. 
Nancy  B.  Dntmnd,  by  Judge  Morris, 
TrQfltee,  1,178  41 

H«iw  Haven,  Rer.  Joel  Mann,  6  00 

Korth  Granby,  Legacy  of  Rev.  C.  Bentley, 

by  A.  Cooley,  Adra..  609  01 

Korwichtown,  Legacy  of  Miss  8.  Waters, 

by  O.  P.  WattIe^  Ex.,  160  00 

Siinsbary,  Mbm  Guliirta  C.  Bnell,  to  const. 

Mm.  B.  L.  Bobbins  a  L.  M.,  80  00 

Stamford,  A  Member  of  the  First  Fresb. 
Ch.,  by  J.  Clark,  76  00 


VBW  YORK— $410.35. 

B«ceived  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Holbrook  : 
Bangor, 
Eden. 

Frewsborgh, 
Oreig  and  Port  Leyden, 
Hopkinton,  Rev.  U.  H.  Waite, 
Ironville. 
Liockkan, 
North  Colhna, 
North  Pitcher, 
Philadelphia, 
Pitcher, 

Rig*, 

Sand  Bank, 
Saogertics, 
Svracnse,  Flymoath, 
Union  Valley, 
Wefit  Greece. 


#7  CO 
8  36 
A  50 

10  44 
6  00 

10  66 
8  00 
6  00 

16  00 
2  80 

60  00 
900 


MISSOURI— #40.00. 

Fiery  Fork,  by  Rev.  H.  H.  Dodd,  |S  00 

Meadvillc,    %cO;    Scukes   Mound,    |8,  by 

Rev.  I.  CarleLoii,  28  00 

Neoftho.  Fir*t,  by  Rev.  A  J.  Smith,  16  00 

M ICH I G  AN— |35a.  82. 

Received  by  Rev.  L.  Warren  : 
Gran*l  RapiiUs  Rev.  (i.  A.  Pollard,  $2  60 
Portland,  U  64 


1 
11 


25 
73 


25  44 
2  60 
6  02 


Received  by  Rev.  W.  B.  Williams ; 

Adrian,  C.  C.  Spooner,  $2  00 

Lo(li,  bal.,  2U0  00 

VickMburg,  6  01 
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Angola.  |6 ;  Bast  Evans,  $2,  by  Rev.  C. 

W.  Drake,  7  00 

Black  Cnx-k,  by  Rev.  W.  J.  Ballard,  8  75 

Crown  Point,  Firrt,  by  J.  Howe.  48  00 

Deer  River,  by  Rev.  J.  A  Farrar,  8  f)5 

Hancock,  Flmt,  by  A.  B.  Stiinson,  16  00 

HarpcTsfield,  by  Rev.  G.  Dt*an,  14  00 

Jame«port,  by  O.  H.  Tuttle,  6  00 

New  Lott»,  First,  by  Rev.  I.  8.  Davison,  10  00 

Ori«Tit,  by  C.  B.  King,  82  50 
Perry,  on  acconnt  of  Legacy  of  John  Borden,  25  00 

Pula*^ki.  by  Rev.  J.  Douglas,  7  45 

RichviUe,  Wolnh,  by  Rev.  D.  Jones,  11  70 

Smyrna,  First,  by  M.  C.  Dixon,  26  00 
West  Brook,   Plymouth,  by  Rev.  W.  W. 

Curtis.  11  71 

Westmoreland,  by  A.  S.  Browcr,  14  00 

HEW  JERSEY— #2.00. 

Yineland,  A.  G.  BarUett,  »  00 

PENNSYLVANIA— $107.00. 

Hawlcv,  Firrt  German,  by  R.  Warg,  6  00 

PhilB<lelphia,  James  Smith,  100  00 

Spring  Brook,  Welsh,  by  Rev.  R.  S.  Jone«,  2  00 

WEST  VIRGINIA— $5.66. 

Huntington,  First,  by  Rer.  A.  Bowers,  6  66 

OHIO— $10.00. 

Lawrence,  Mrs.  Betsey  McGuire,  5  00 

Toleilo,  BdHon  Allen,  6  00 

IKDIANA— $1.00. 

Montgomery,  by  Rer.  L.  Wilron,  1  CO 

ILLINOIS— $79.85. 

Chesterfleld,  by  Rer.  B.  Loomis,  11  10 
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FIFTY  YEARS  OF  HOME  MISSIONS  EST  ILLINOIS. 

[(kmolasion  of  a  paper  from  Rey.  J.  E.  Roy,  D.D.,  read  before  the  Illinois  General 
Anociation  last  May,  and  pablished  in  the  New  Englander  of  July.  It  contains  so 
mdi  Talnable  information,  that  onr  readers  have  a  right  to  look  for  it  in  these  pages. 
The  fizBt  part  was  given  in  the  November  number.] 

SUPERINTENDENTS. 

An  essential  part  of  the  home  missionary  scheme  is  its  system  of  superintendence 

— *n  agency  for  exploring,  for  organizing  churches,  for  promoting  the  building  of 

lioases  of  worship,  for  doing  evangelistic  service,  for  supplying  missionary  churches 

with  ministers,  for  raising  funds,  for  inspecting  and  endorsing  applications;  in 

abort,  for  aiding  the  beneficiary  churches  and  their  pastors  by  all  feasible  means — 

ejes  and  ears  to  the  Society,  hands  and  voice  to  the  field.     Besides  all  the  work  of 

administration,  the  superintendent  usually  preaches  every  year  more  gospel  sermons 

than  he  would  deliver  in  any  pastorate. 

We  find  that  five  of  the  Illinois  Association  have  served  the  state  in  this  capa- 
city: Baldwin,  Hale,  Bascom,  Kirby,  Jenney.  Indeed,  this  agency,  as  a  method 
of  the  Society,  was  inaugurated  here.  It  grew  naturally  out  of  the  ideal  of  the 
hand,  which  was  not  simply  to  plant  the  college  and  around  it  the  cordon  of  sup- 
porting churches,  but  to  put  in  motion  throughout  the  State  all  civilizing  and 
Christianudng  influences.  In  order  to  this,  some  one  must  take  the  field  to  explore 
and  superintend. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  the  first  of  these,  entering  upon  his  work  in  1883,  and  continu- 
ing in  it  four  years.  A  specimen  of  his  work  was  a  tour  made  in  that  first  year  on 
horseback,  in  company  with  Mr.  Hale  as  assistant,  from  Jacksonville  to  Chicago, 
a  trip  of  seven  weeks  and  of  seven  hundred  miles,  in  which  they  preached  fifty 
sermons  and  held  several  four-days  meetiugs.  Arriving  at  Chicago,  which  they 
found  to  be  a  town  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants,  with  twenty-two  dog- 
geries, they  were  glad  to  find  that  the  Society  had  already  sent  forward  the  mis- 
nonary,  Jeremiah  Porter,  for  whom  they  preached  five  times  within  a  week.  Dur- 
ing that  same  year  Rev.  Aratus  Kent  came  across  from  Galena  on  horseback,  lodg- 
ing by  night  upon  the  prairie,  as  he  found  only  one  settlement  on  the  way.  He 
came  over  to  see  if  it  was  not  time  to  start  a  mission  work  at  Fort  Dearborn,  and 
was  also  glad  to  find  Mr.  Porter,  and  to  welcome  him  as  his  nearest  neighbor.  He 
reported  to  the  Society  :  "  I  have  rarely  addressed  a  more  attentive  and  apparently 
devout  congregation  than  that  which  I  met  on  Sabbath  morning  in  the  garrison. 
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and  which,  combining  the  people  of  the  Tillage  and  gentlemen  of  the  army,  con- 
stituted a  large  assembly  for  this  country.  It  is  an  important  station,  for  we  shall 
have  opportunity  to  visit  several  settlements,  just  forming  in  the  vicinity,  which 
are  entirely  destitute  of  Presbyterian  preaching.  And  if  the  pier  now  commencing 
should  be  permanent,  and  the  harbor  become  a  safe  one,  Chicago  will  undoubtedly 
grow  as  rapidly  as  any  village  in  the  western  country."  With  twenty-six  members, 
all  CongregationalistB  except  Dea.  Philo  Carpenter,  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
was  organized.  On  their  way  back  the  two  agents  fell  in  with  Mr.  Bascom  in 
Tazewell  county,  and  held  an  open-air  four-days  meeting,  using  an  ox-sled  for  a 
pulpit. 

Mr.  Hale,  following  Mr.  Baldwin,  took  the  work  for  five  years,  associating  with 
himself  Mr.  Bascom,  who  soon  took  the  work  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  in 
connection  with  his  pastorate  in  the  First  Church  at  Chicago.  He  organized  the 
churches  of  Ottawa,  Bloomingdale,  Millbum,  Elk  Grove,  and  others.  Mr.  Hicks 
followed  him  in  Northern  Illinois,  and  Wm.  Eirby  in  Central  and  Southern ;  and 
these  in  turn  were  followed  by  Aratus  Kent  and  Elisha  Jenney.  The  last  named, 
in  his  ten  years  before  1868,  had  to  do  with  the  organizing  of  forty-one  churches, 
with  the  building  and  dedicating  of  thirty-nine  houses  of  worship,  with  the  gradu- 
ating of  twenty-one  churches  into  self-support,  and  with  promoting  numerous 
revivals  of  religion.  Rev.  H.  D.  Piatt  came  between  him  and  the  present  superin- 
tendent for  Southern  Illinois.  It  is  a  further  illustration  of  this  work  that  in  one 
year  my  associate.  Rev.  M.  E.  Whittlesey,  besides  the  ordinary  labor  of  his  office, 
has  preached  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  sermons  and  delivered  fifty  addresses ; 
and,  in  each  year,  has  been  permitted  to  labor  in  several  revivals  of  religion. 

HELATIONS  TO  INSTITUTIONS  OP  LEARNING. 

Consider  also  the  relation  of  these  home  missionaries  to  higher  institutions  of 
learning  in  our  State.  The  members  of  the  "Illinois  Association^*  came  and 
founded  their  college*  Some  became  trustees,  some  instructors — all,  enthusiastic 
supporters.  One  gave  to  it  his  life-work,  and  the  fruit  thereof  is  the  abundant 
reward.  T?ie  Home  Missionary  for  April,  1830,  says  of  the  young  Rev.  J.  M.  Stur- 
tevant :  *'  He  writes  that,  having  performed  about  two  months^  missionary  service, 
he  was  appointed  instructor  in  the  Illinois  College  and  had  entered  on  his  duties. 
We  learn  from  other  sources  that  this  college,  in  which  the  friends  of  Home  Mis- 
sions in  this  part  of  the  country  have  taken  so  deep  an  interest,  has  commenced  its 
operations  with  the  most  encouraging  prospects."  Mr.  Baldwin,  after  his  expe- 
rience in  founding  this  college,  and  after  his  six  years  of  principalship  in  the  Mon- 
ticello  Seminary,  which  he  had  developed,  and  which  must  have  educated  not  less 
than  2,000  young  ladies,  became  the  originator  of  the  Coll^re  Society  and  attained 
the  title  of  *'  the  father  of  the  western  colleges.**  John  M.  Ellis  and  his  wife 
planted  the  Jacksonville  Female  Academy,  which  is  a  tree  of  life.  Knox  College 
was  a  child  of  a  missionary  colony,  and  was  nurtured  by  the  missionary  churches 
round  about.  "The  Mission  Institute,**  founded  in  1887,  within  the  precincts  of 
Quincy,  was  intended  by  Dr.  Nelson  and  his  coadjutors  mainly  as  a  school  for 
training  male  and  female  missionaries  for  the  home  and  foreign  fields.  The  Cator 
logue  for  1849,  which  I  have  on  hand,  reports  Rev.  Horatio  Foote  as  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  Dea.  Willard  Eeyes  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer ; 
the  same  on  account  of  whose  benefactions  to  the  Chicago  Theological  Seminary 
its  '*  Keyes  Hall  **  was  so  named.  That  Catalogue  also  reports  the  names  of  fifty  who 
had  already  gone  forth  as  the  ambassadors  of  Christ  Of  these,  there  were  fifteen 
male  and  nine  female  foreign  missionaries,  who  were  located  among  the  Sioux 
Indians,  in  Jamaica,  in  West  Africa,  in  India,  in  New  Zealand ;  and  among  theM 
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were  Kendall,  thirty  yean  in  the  Kadnra  Missiou ;  Mellen,  twenty- four  years  in 
Africa;  Qco.  Thompeon,  of  the  Missouri  Prison  and  the  Mendi  Mission;  and  K  T. 
Doine,  twenty-one  years  in  Micronesia,  and  now  in  Japan. 

Molt  College  and  Rockf ord  Female  Seminary,  twins,  were  bom  of  the  enter- 
priae  of  home  missionary  men  and  churches.  Wheaton,  a  child  of  the  anti-slayery 
reform,  has  had  its  home  and  its  nurture  among  the  churches  of  home  missionary 
plutiBg.  The  man  who  conceived  the  idea  and  the  plan  of  the  Chicago  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  and  who  set  it  agoing.  Rev.  Stephen  Peet,  had  been  a  missionary 
and  an  agent  of  this  Society  ;  and  it  was  the  home  missionary  work  in  the  North- 
west that  made  it  possible  for  such  an  institution  to  come  into  life  and  power — 
itself  at  once  the  child  of,  and  mother  of,  home  missions.  Of  its  197  graduates, 
tnd  of  the  819  who  have  been  in  connection  with  it,  ninety-one  have  labored  in 
DlinoiB,  of  whom  Jifty-two  are  now  pastors  in  the  State.  And  so,  for  the  different 
denominations  of  graduates,  Illinois  College  has  already  sent  forth  100  ministers; 
Xisuon  Institute,  50;  Knox,  50;  Beloit,  106;  Wheaton,  17;  and  then  each  one 
about  half  as  many  more  from  students  who  did  not  graduate— in  all  about  four 
htndred.  And  in  many  other  ways  these  institutions  have  been  vast  home  evan* 
geliidng  forces — such  is  the  mutual  relation  of  home  missions  and  the  higher 
idiools  of  learning. 

An  item  of  home  missionary  service  to  all  the  colleges  of  the  State  ought  here 
to  be  put  upon  record.  In  1830,  while  Mr.  Baldwin  was  a  home  missionary  at 
Vandalia,  as  a  trustee  of  Illinois  College  he  applied  to  the  Legislature,  in  session 
there,  for  a  charter.  Those  enlightened  Solons  were  terribly  afraid  of  the  Tan- 
lEees  and  of  corporations  of  an  ecclesiastical  sort.  In  the  hearing  of  Mr.  Baldwin, 
one  of  them  arose  in  his  place,  and  said  that,  "  if  they  granted  a  charter  at  all,  he 
was  in  favor  of  restricting  the  corporation  to  one  qtiart^-seetion  of  land,  f  «r,  other- 
wise those  college  men  would  use  their  immense  funds  in  buying  up  new  land  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  State,  and  then  put  on  tenants  at  will,  and  finally  sway 
the  political  destiny  of  lUinois  I ''  The  charter  was  refused.  It  was  in  the  same 
spirit  in  which  Lieut.  Gov.  Kinney,  in  the  Legislature,  as  Gov.  Ford  says,  opposed 
the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Central,  because  it  would  flood  the  State  with  Yankees. 
And  yet  this  Lieut -Governor/ was  a  preacher  and  a  very  popular  man.  And  so 
this  first  college  of  the  State  waited  four  years  for  an  improvement  in  public  sen- 
^ent  Then  Mr.  Baldwin,  reinforced  by  the  new  President,  Edward  Beecher, 
inade  another  application  for  a  charter.  By  this  time  the  Methodists  and  the 
Baptists  were  on  hand  for  college  charters.  So  the  three  institutions  formed  a  ring. 
^^  took  the  bill  which  the  Jacksonville  men  had  framed  by  a  modification  of 
^charter  of  Tale  College.  '*It  was  so'  ordered  in  Providence,"  said  Mr.  Bald- 
^  in  a  letter  to  the  writer,  *'  that  the  chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on 
location  was  Col.  Thomas  Mather,  then  of  Springfield,  but  a  man  of  Puritan 
^nimg  under  Rev.  Dr.  Porter,  of  Farmington,  Conn.  So  we  all  joined  our  forces 
*^  agreed  to  commit  our  bill  to  him.  But  I  spent  two  days  in  writing  out  an 
vgoment  to  show  the  safety  of  literary  corporations,  and  read  it  in  the  hearing  of 
the  Senate  Committee  and  of  our  Methodist  and  Baptist  friends.  The  committee 
AgTBed  to  adopt  it  as  their  argument  on  the  bill,  and  the  result  was,  that  we  secured 
<2lttrten  for  Illinois,  Shurtleff,  and  McKendree  Colleges."  And  yet  each  one  was 
^ted  to  a  quarter-section  of  land,  and  was  forbidden  to  open  a  theological 
department 

RELATIONS  TO  FBEEDOM. 

1%Q8  the  Puritan  and  the  Cavalier  had  met  upon  these  prairie  fields  and  in  the 
hfiiof  l^sladon.    The  Cavalier  had  possession  of  the  country— had  picked  his 
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poaition.  The  contest  was  sharp  and  prolonged.  Bat  Puritanism  now  gives  law 
to  the  Empire  State  of  the  interior.  The  old  southern,  oligarchic,  precinct  system, 
at  first  incorporated  into  our  civil  polity  and  regnant  for  thirty  years,  has,  to  a  large 
extent,  been  displaced  by  that  truly  democratic,  educating  and  elevating  New 
England  township  organization ;  though,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  State,  from  year 
to  year,  some  of  the  counties  are  voting  yet  whether  they  will  make  the  change  or 
not.  The  free-«chool  system,  now  only  twenty  years  old  in  the  State,  has  become  the 
standing  order.  So,  too,  the  Puritan  idea  of  freedom  has  had  here  its  conflict  and 
its  victory.  The  first  Constitution  of  the  State  allowed  the  old  French  settlers  to 
retain  their  slaves.  The  slave  code  of  the  South  was  transferred  to  our  statute. book 
as  the  Black  Laws  of  niinois.  Notwithstanding  the  liberty  proviso  of  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  when  the  State  was  only  four  years  old,  a  desperate  effort  was  made 
to  open  it  to  slavery.  In  the  Legislature  of  1822-8,  it  was  by  a  piece  of  political 
jugglery  that  the  one  vote  was  secured  which  was  necessary  to  the  requisite  two- 
thirds  for  ordering  an  election  upon  a  new  Constitution  that  should  allow  slavery. 
The  canvass  for  that  convention  was  one  of  the  wildest  excitement,  and  was  pro- 
longed for  eighteen  months.  Of  the  five  newspapers  in  the  State  only  two  went  for 
freedom.  The  editor  of  one  of  these  two  was  Hiram  Eddy,  a  native  of  New  Eng- 
land. For  the  other,  the  late  Rev.  Thomas  Lippincott  and  the  late  Judge  Samuel 
D.  Lockwood  were  special  contributors.  Gov.  Ford  says  that  Mr.  Lippincott 
wrote  fiery  handbills ;  and  he  says  that  *'  the  old  preachers  preached  against  con- 
vention and  slavery."  Rev.  Stephen  Bliss,  of  Edwards  county,  which  had  a  Yafi- 
kee  colony  and  a  Congregational  church,  himself  a  missionary  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, was  run  upon  the  anti-slavery  issue  and  elected  to  the  Senate.  Wm.  H. 
Brown,  w;ho  was  one  of  the  Free-State  workers,  says  that  '*  the  great  man  of  the 
day  was  Rev.  John  M.  Peck,  D.D.,  a  missionary  of  the  Baptist  Mass.  Missionary 
Society."  '*  His  plan  of  organizing  the  counties  by  a  central  committee,"  says 
Mr.  Brown,  '*  with  branches  in  every  neighbofbood,  was  carried  out  by  his  own 
exertions  and  personal  supervision,  and  was  greatly  instrumental  in  saving  the 
State."  As  an  agent  of  the  Bible  Society  he  magnified  his  ofiice  by  traveling 
al>out  to  disseminate  the  Bible  ideas  of  freedom.  At  the  election,  Illinois  did  her 
best,  and  turned  out  11,764  votes,  and  it  was  only  a  majority  of  1,884  that  saved 
the  State  from  slavery.  It  was  not  until  near  the  breaking  out  of  the  slave- 
holders^ rebellion  that  the  infamous  "  Black  Laws  "  of  Dlinois  were  repealed.  As 
the  war  came  on,  portions  of  Southern  Dlinois  were  held  tremulously  in  the  bal- 
ance. Rebel  sympathizers  murdered  a  provost-marshal  and  were  never  punished 
for  it  Enlistments  were  made  in  the  State  for  the  rebel  army.  But  the  people 
had  become  so  imbued  with  the  anti-slavery  spirit  that  they  sent  forth  their  258,- 
217  soldiers  of  freedom.  The  Congregational  churches  of  the  State  furnished  for 
the  army  cne  in  four  of  their  entire  male  membership^  indtiding  old  men^  intalidt, 
and  hope  !  It  Mrill  never  be  known  how  much  was  contributed  to  this  general  re- 
sult by  the  infiuence  of  these  missionary  pastors,  who  had  ever  been  the  friends  of 
the  slave,  who  helped  on  the  fiying  fugitive,  who,  not  a  few  of  them,  were  mobbed 
because  they  were  anti-slavery,  and  whose  deliverances  in  their  general  association 
were  always  in  advance  of  public  sentiment. 

In  this  review  we  would  put  all  honor  upon  the  missionary  operations  of  the 
other  Christian  denominations  within  our  State.  We  rejoice  in  all  their  accom- 
plished labor,  and  we  claim  a  share  in  all  their  victories,  as  bringing  honor  to  onr 
State  and  to  the  £[ingdom  of  our  common  Redeemer. 

MOnVBS  OF  MISSIONABISS. 

The  review  of  these  fifty  years  would  be  quite  incomplete  without  an  expreaikNi 
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of  gifttitade  to  the  men  who  came  to  Illiiiois  from  pare  home  missionary  motives. 
Some  of  them  came  when  as  little  was  known  of  the  State  as  is  now  known  of 
Arizona.  Others  afterwards  came  because  of  what  was  known  of  need  and  of 
hardness  to  be  endured.  They  have  themselves  become  a  part  of.  the  history  of  the 
State.  In  large  measure  they  have  aided  in  giving  it  the  character  of  a  mighty 
Christian  commonwealth.  They  have  been  singularly  honored  of  God  with  length 
of  days,  which  shows  that  frontier  life  is  not  adverse  to  longevity.  The  mission- 
ary who  had  been  at  work  in  Illinois  for  two  years  before  this  Society  was  bom, 
Rev.  E.  &  Howe,  still  survivea  in  a  green  old  age.  Of  the  two  who  began  to 
preach  in  1828,  Lippincott  left  us  only  five  years  ago,  and  Watson,  at  76,  is  still  an 
active  pastor.  And  Hodges,  a  quarter  of  a  century  older  than  this  Society,  is  yet 
in  pastoral  work.  Aratus  Kent  came  to  the  age  of  76,  and  had  a  fifty  years  of 
miniatry,  forty  of  them  in  Illinois.  Of  the  original  twelve,  seven  continue  to  this 
day;  and  of  the  five  who  have  gone  beyond,  three  had  filled  out  more  than  forty 
years  of  eventful  ministry — ^Baldwin,  Carter,  and  Famham ;  and  of  the  other  two, 
lUunes  had  sixteen  years  of  missionary  joy;  and  Eirby,  in  his  twenty  years  of 
labor,  left  a  name  which  is  as  ointment  poured  forth.  And  of  those  who  came 
later  we  have  not  a  few  whose  gray  hairs  are  an  ornament  to  this  body,  whose 
presence  among  us  is  a  benediction.  We  honor  them,  we  love  them.  Concerning 
them  we  take  to  ourselves  the  Apostolic  aspiration :  '*  Whose  are  the  Fathers." 
"Whatever  we  may  say  of  raising  up  men  of  the  West  for  the  West,  this  we  gladly 
testify :  That  the  men  who  have  made  the  West  what  it  is  religiously,  and  largely 
in  a  secular  way,  were  those  who  came  from  the  East  to  do  anything  and  to  be- 
come anything  which  the  good  of  the  West  required.  Losing  their  life,  they 
found  it  Their  lustrous  influence  has  become  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  cause 
of  Christ  in  our  State. 

THE  WIVES  OF  MI88I0NABIES. 

Socb  a  history  as  this  would  lack  in  completeness  without  a  reference  to  the  in- 
fluence, the  heroism,  the  sacrifice,  on  the  part  of  the  toiv^  of  the  missionaries.  And 
yet  it  is  as  difiicult  to  find  the  record  of  their  lives,  as  it  would, ))e  to  do  justice  to 
the  same,  when  found.  Searching  for  their  names  and  their  work  in  the  Reports 
and  in  The  Home  Missionary^  we  do  not  ordinarily  find  them  until  we  come  to  the 
fragrance  of  the  crushed  flower  in  the  brief  memorial  of  the  loving  life  and  the 
happy  death.  Rarely  do  we  find  such  a  record  as  that  of  the  founding  of  the 
Jacksonville  Female  Academy  by  Mrs.  Ellis ;  or  the  forming  by  ladies,  in  1888, 
of  the  Ladies*  Education  Society,  by  which  a  thousand  indigent^  young  women 
have  been  aided  in  a  course  of  study,  at  an  expense  of  not  less  than  $20,000.  Yet 
many,  many  others  have  just  as  truly  left  their  impress  upon  society,  upon  the 
Ohnrch,  and  upon  its  auxiliaries.  Many  a  missionary  who  has  been  blessed  in  the 
training  of  the  social  life,  has  said,  in  honest  tribute :  "I  am  myself,  largely,  what 
loy  wife  has  made  me.'*  Much  of  his  courage  was  due  to  her  Christian  pluck; 
mnch  of  his  social  amenity  to  her  refining  touch ;  many  a  piece  of  his  loving  pas- 
toral gaile,  to  her  instinctive  good  sense.  The  Sabbath-school,  the  Choir,  the 
Sociables,  the  Ladies*  Prayer  Meeting: — each  bears  the  imprint  of  her  thoughtful, 
pfttient  attention ;  while,  as  wife  and  mother  at  home,  she  has  often  been  a  model 
of  domestic  character.  As  they  have  been  partners  in  life,  so  have  they  been  part- 
ners in  the  missionary  enterprise.  Without  the  romance,  and  without  the  prayer- 
ful sympathy  which  attend  the  departure  of  foreign  missionaries,  they  left  their 
eastern  homes  of  comfort  and  of  culture  to  share  here  in  the  experience  of  the 
rode  frontier ;  yet  they  would  be  the  last  to  magnify,  or  wish  to  have  us  magnify, 
tbeir  phydcal  discomforts  and  the  aching  void  of  social  life.    Rude  homes,  mu«;h 
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of  sickneflB,  frequent  removals,  lack  of  domestic  help  and  conveniences,  maternal 
suffering  and  care,  pastoral  anxieties  and  labors,  wear  hard  upon  them,  until  the 
canker  eats  at  the  husband's  heart  as  he  sees  his  companion  wasting  away  under 
the  accumulating  burden,  which  he  sees  no  way  of  easing.  I  have  been  moved  by 
the  sacrifice  of  life  on  the  part  of  the  wives  of  several  of  the  first  Illinois  misdonaiies. 
In  the  summer  of  1888  Mr.  Ellis,  returning  to  Jacksonville  from  a  missionary 
tour,  found  that  his  wife  and  two  only  children  were  in  their  graves,  taken  away 
by  the  cholera,  which  had  swept  oft  seventy  persons  in  that  neighborhood.  In  the 
same  season  and  place,  and  by  the  same  fell  destroyer,  Mrs.  Famham  was  removed. 
Then,  soon,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Jenney ;  then  the  wife  of  Mr.  Watson ;  then  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Bascom,  only  four  years  after  his  coming  to  Dlinois;  then  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Sturtevant — all  of  whom  passed  away  at  the  opening  of  domestic  life. 
*'  Some  of  them,''  says  one  of  the  bereaved  men,  *'  were  women  at  whose  death 
hundreds  were  ready  to  exclaim :  When  shall  we  see  the  like  again  ? — ^women  of 
rare  beauty,  purity,  and  high  culture,  to  whose  services  to  the  cause  justice  wiU 
only  be  done  in  another  sphere  than  this."  And  yet  in  this  earthly  sphere  their  in- 
fiuence  still  lives.  Of  all  such,  the  Saviour's  words — *'  She  hath  done  what  she 
could  " — ^are  at  once  a  memorial  and  a  benediction. 

A  GLANCE  FOBWASD. 

Turning  from  this  look  backward  through  the  last  fifty  years  to  a  glance  for- 
ward through  the  next  half -century,  what  may  it  reveal  of  Christianizing  influence 
in  Illinois  ?  May  we  not  expect  that  another  half  a  hundred  years,  starting  with 
this  measure  of  advancement,  will  witness  a  great  increase  in  the  number  and 
spiritual  power  of  our  churches — a  corresponding  growth  in  our  Christian  insti- 
tutions— progress  in  the  prevalence  and  power  of  revivals — a  maturing  of  ths 
Christian  State  under  the  training  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  ?  May  we  not  ex- 
pect that  the  Illinois  Home  Missionary  Society,  besides  doing  its  own  home  work, 
shall  become  a  succorer  of  many  mission  enterprises  towards  the  West  and  towards 
the  South,  and  shall,  of  its  sons,  raise  up  many  who  shall  go  forward  as  ministers 
of  the  Word  to  help  in  the  founding  of  other  Christiaa  empires  in  our  land  f  And 
may  we  not  expect  that  our  twenty-five  Illinois  young  men,  now  at  work  in  hea- 
then countries,  may,  in  the  next  half -century,  be  followed  by  a  ten-fold  number 
who  shall  go  forth  to  make  known  to  the  nations  the  unsearchable  riches  of 
Christ  ?  All  our  home  work,  essential  and  glorious  as  it  is,  shall  prove  a  means  of 
making  our  nation  the  great  missionary  power  in  the  earth. 

Very  few  of  us  will  be  here  to  unite  in  the  celebration  of  the  second  jubilee  of 
this  National  Society.  But  upon  us  of  the  present  generation  falls  largely  the 
responsibility  of  making  that  centenary  what  it  ought  to  be.  If  we  cany  on  to 
our  successors  that  which  we  have  received  from  the  Fathers ;  if  we  but  use  wisely 
the  system  of  ^tpplianoes  which  they  have  set  up ;  if  we  be  filled  with  the  Spirit 
from  on  high,  we  shall  resign  our  trust  with  assurance  that,  under  Gknl's  fore-or- 
daining love,  the  report  of  a  hundred  years  of  this  evangelizing  scheme  wiU  give 
our  sons  occasion  to  review  the  past  with  still  more  absolute  faith  that  the  triumph 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ  is  near  at  hand. 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL  DEPAKTMENT. 

Tbm  Bodefcyliafl  been  planting  and  nourishing  Sunday- achools  eTer  linoe  it  began 
to  be.  From  the  first  honr  of  its  ezlitenoe,  its  missionaries  have  been  pioneers  in  this 
wofk.  Kor  only  that :  they  have  made  this  part  of  their  service  Tery  prominent 
Ko  one  can  eompnte  the  amotmt  of  their  *'  missionary  Sunday-school  '*  labor.  Not 
only  iiave  they  organized  such  schools  and  Bible  classes  where  they  hare  founded 
dnirdies,  bat  tbey  have  gone,  in  advance  of  all  others,  out  into  the  neglected  dis- 
tricts, snd  collected  the  young  and  the  old  together  for  such  instruction.  Where 
flie  time  was  not  ripe  for  a  church  organization — the  people  too  scattered,  or  too 
nraeh  divided  into  sects — they  have  brought  thorn  into  the  Sunday-school.  The 
American  Home  Missionary  Society  has  thus  always  been  a  most  effective  Sunday- 
idiool  Society.  Tes ;  more  than  that.  Because,  standing  on  the  broad  evangelical 
basis  of  our  common  Christianity — ^the  property  of  no  sect  and  the  organ  of  none 
—it  hss  ever  been  planting  churches  and  placing  schools  under  their  care,  thus 
msking  them  permanent  and  not  mere  summer  brooks,  it  has  proved  ItMlf  the  best 
Sunday-school  Union  Society. 

It  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  this  business  of  org^izing  and  extending 
Sonday-fichools  in  neglected  neighborhoods  has  been  omitted,  or  treated  as  some- 
thing of  minor  consequence,  or  passed  over  to  other  hands,  by  its  missionaries. 
Their  quarterly  reports  and  letters,  found  in  The  Horns  MiuUmary^  as  well  as  the 
Annual  Beports  of  the  Society,  should  have  precluded  tho  possibility  of  such  a  mis- 
tska  Among  the  general  instructions  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  every  man 
Roetring  commission,  is  one  that  reads :  "  The  visiting  of  schools  and  iKe  eitab' 
UAmeni  and  tupsrintendenee  of  SabbcUhrichools  and  Bible  dosses  are  objects  which 
daim  four  careful  and  tealous  attention,  and  which  the  Committee  urge  upon  your 
notice  with  strong  solicitude.'*'*  Every  quarter,  too,  each  missionary  is  asked,  not  only 
''How  many  Sunday-school  sessions  have  you  attended  ? "  and  "  In  what  capa- 
city!" but  "  What  new  opening  for  a  Sabhath-sehool  f  " 

A  system  like  this  could  not  fail  to  bear  fruit.  The  f  n)ntiers  are  to-day  studded 
^rithidiools  that  originated  in  this  way.  The  pineries  of  Michigan  and  Wisconsin, 
the  prairies  of  3finne8ota,  Nebraska,  Kansas,  the  f^ulchcs  of  the  mining  States,  and, 
iKvt  less,  the  vast  regions  this  side,  containing  the  older  States,  starting  with  New 
ISn^aiid,  are  gemmed  and  starred  with  thousands  on  thousands — Sfx^king  now  in  no 
l*ngnage  of  exaggeration— of  Sunday-schools,  many  of  which  indeed  have  f orgrH- 
tcn  the  mother  that  bore  them  and  the  charity  that  nourished  them,  but  which  were 
^organized  and  then  carefully  tended  by  the  missionaries  of  this  Society.  These 
BCB  did  not  make  haste,  running  hither  and  thither,  carelessly  or  ambitiously 
"PxndiBg  themselves  and  their  work  out,  until  it  became  too  thin  to  last  The  os- 
tnch  (Job  xxxix.  t4-17)  was  not  their  proper  type.  They  selected  places  with  an 
^  to  reprodnctive  resolts.  Where  tbey  planted  a  school,  by-and-by  a  chnrch  was 
'iBnst  sore  to  eome  to  birth,  itself  to  be  a  fostering  mother  of  other  schools  and 
the  eesler  of  widening  circles.  These  schools  were  their  skirmish  line  in  tliat 
sggRSRve  Christian  effort  which  aims  at  putting  a  living  church  of  the  living  God 
*"toeT«fy  tofwn- 

^  these  vkskmaries  have  been  doing  a  vast  amount  of  such  work  l^eyond 
*Q«ij  l^aadng  sdiools.  They  have  raised  for  their  support  large  amounts  of 
*<^.  TWj  have  procured  and  distribute  among  them  large  amounts  id  Chrij^ 
^  GterstvreL  They  have  been  the  willing  channel— that  ^  unpaid  agency  ^^ 
^'ot^  whadb  tile  Pablishing  ^otAi^j  Mad  its  pr»*dec««sors  have  l/«en  accostom^'d 
^^ifawK;  villi acafccly  a  penny's  ooat  to  themselves,  to idiools  in  "  dcatitiite  and 
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waste  places,*^  tens  of  thousandB  of  dollara'  worth  of  pnblicationA,  dnring  the  last 
half -century.  Nor  have  they  been  satisfied  with  snch  outside  relations.  As  super- 
intendents, or  teachers,  or  both,  as  attending  and  fostering  guardians,  helpers, 
friends,  these  missionaries,  trayeling  from  post  to  post  and  preaching  as  they  went, 
have  been  most  active  and  influential  inside  workers.  It  is  not  strange,  then,  that 
our  last  Annual  Report  should  give  the  number  in  the  Sunday-schools  and  Bible 
classes  under  their  care  as  not  far  from  eighty-five  thousand  three  hundred  and 
seventy. 

What  they  have  thus  been  doing,  and  what  the  Society  has  been  doing  for  half 
a  century,  they  are  now  ready  to  do,  and  in  yet  larger  measure,  if  only  funds  be 
supplied.  The  Society  stands  equipped  with  a  working  force  of  nearly  a  thousand 
missionaries,  general  missionaries,  and  superintendents,  so  distributed  over  the 
broad,  destitute  field.  East  and  West,  and  so  guided  from  one  center  as  to  give  sys- 
tem and  economy  and  responsibility  to  this  work. 

It  was  probably  under  such  considerations  as  these  that  the  last  National  Council 
of  Congregational  Churches  recommended  that  **  the  Congregational  Publishing  So- 
ciety be  disembarrassed  of  all  work  incongruous  with  a  strictly  business  enterprise ;  ** 
and,  further,  ''  that  the  Missionary  Sunday-school  work  be  incorporated  with  the 
work  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  and  be  provided  for  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  distinct  bureau,  or  otherwise,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee ;  and  that  a  separate  annual  collection  be  taken  for  the  special  work  of 
missionary  Sunday-schools." 

For  reasons  which  need  not  now  be  stated,  but  which  lay  wholly  outside  the 
Executive  Committee  and  other  officers  of  this  Society,  the  needful  steps  to  give 
practical  effect  to  these  recommendations  were  delayed.  But  at  length  favorable 
results  were  reached,  and  the  last  Annual  Report  of  the  Congregational  Publishing 
Society  speaks  in  the  following  cordial  and  clear  words :  **  It  seems  to  fall  legiti- 
mately within  the  province  of  that  Society  [the  A.  H.  M.  S.]  to  organize  and  sapennae 
Sunday-schools  in  destitute  regions,  in  preparation  for  and  in  connection  with 
missionary  churches.  No  additional  expense  is  involved ;  the  best  men  to  do  the 
work  are  already  on  the  ground,  and,  without  waiting  for  specific  instructions,  as  a 
part  of  their  missionary  labors,  are  already  and  have  always  been  gathering  Sunday- 
schools. 

After  full  and  frank  conferences,  looking  over  the  matter  on  all  sides,  and  sin- 
cerely desirous  of  meeting  the  wishes  of  the  churches,  as  expressed  by  the  National 
Council,  the  Congregational  Publishing  Society  and  the  American  Home  Mission- 
ary Society,  by  their  respective  Boards  of  Managers,  mutually  and  unanimously 
agreed  upon  and  adopted  the  following  Minute  in  regard  to  this  matter : 

1.  That  the  missionary  work,  in  its  organization  and  detail,  of  forming  and 
supervising  Sunday-schools  throughout  the  country,  be  exclusively  the  care  of  the 
American  Home  Missionary  Society. 

2.  That  the  preparation  and  publication  of  Sunday-school  books  and  literature 
of  all  kinds  be  exclusively  the  care  of  the  Congregational  Publishing  Society. 

8.  That  all  efforts  and  suggestions  for  the  missionary  Sunday-school  work, 
hitherto  made  by  the  Congregational  Publishing  Society,  be  remitted  to  and  assumed 
by  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society. 

4.  That  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  furnish  all  its  supplies  of  books 
and  literature  in  doing  its  missionary  Sunday-school  work  exclusively  through  the 
Congregational  Publishing  Society." 

It  will  be  obvious  to  ev^ry  reader  that  this  Missionary  Sunday-school  work 
calls,  first,  for  the  living  man  to  organize  and  to  inspire.  That^  this  Society  lias 
all  along  supplied.     But  it  calls,  second,  for  the  book,  the  library,  the  illustrated 
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and  attractive  paper,  that  whole  modem  instmmeDtality  of  a  winning  Christian 
literature,  bj  which  children  and  youth  are  drawn  and  held  and  taught  and  saved. 
And  this  must  often  at  first  be  a  donation.  The  money  for  it,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
most  be  raised  elsewhere.  To  raise  this  money  and  expend  it  hu  been  the  office 
of  the  Publishing  Society.  Henceforth,  under  the  new  armngement,  this  devolves 
upon  u».  The  Home  Missionary  Society  has  now  undertaken,  iK'sides  sending  and 
•ustaining  the  men  who  shall  organize  and  maintain  schools  (something  it  has 
always  done),  to  raise  and  disburse  the  charitable  funds  demanded  to  supply  those 
Bcboub  with  that  literature,  and  anything  else  neci'ssary  to  their  life  and  power. 
This  is  the  department  which  is  new  in  this  Society,  and  which  calls  for  the  new 
arnuu^ments,  and  the  new  help  from  the  churches. 

The  Society  stands  ready  for  such  an  enlargement  as  the  funds  provided  shall 
jusdfy.  For,  as  was  said  in  the  November  number  of  this  magazine,  it  cannot 
draw  on  its  customary  receipts  for  this  new  work  without  crippling  the  old.  The 
National  Council  recommended  a  separate  annual  collection  from  the  churches, 
and  a  separate  bureau  of  accoimts  and  disbursements,  showing  plainly  its  thought 
in  this  direction.  Receipts,  contributed  and  designated  for  this  particular  object, 
should  evidently  be  additional^  and  fully  equal  to  the  disbursements  for  it. 

flsring  undertaken  this  work,  this  Society  now  desires  to  do  it.  And  this  state- 
ment is  made  to  its  friends  that  they  may  fully  understand  its  exact  position,  and 
gi?e  the  necessary  aid  with  a  more  intelligent  and  stronger  confidence.  So  far  as 
their  views  are  known,  they  are  ready  to  accept  and  carry  out  this  new  trust  with 
entire  cordiality.  The  Secretaries  of  its  principal  Auxiliaries,  at  a  late  meeting  in 
Montpelier,  Vt.,  voted  that  *'  In  our  judgment  our  Societies  are  in  hearty  sympathy 
with  this  object,  and  are  ready  to  co-operate  with  the  American  Home  Missionary 
Society  in  this  work,  and  will  welcome  any  suggestions  and  proposals  from  that 
Siciety  relating  to  the  matter.^'  And  the  Kxecutiye  Committee  of  its  largest 
Auxiliary  (Mass.  Home  3Iiss.  Soc.)  has  transmitted  to  us  its  unanimous  vote,  '*to 
enter  into  this  work  in  connection  with  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society/' 
Under  these  circumstances  we  are  encouraged  to  liopu  that  thu  Society  will  ))e  cor- 
dially sustained  by  new  receipts  in  entering  on  this  work  so  committed  to  its  trust. 

We  repeat:  "  so  committed  to  its  trust.^'  For  it  was  not  sought  by  this  Society. 
The  trust  was  in  other  bands,  and  for  years  has  been  managed  by  them,  when  the 
National  Council  inaugurated  and  enforced  the  movement  which  has  result<'d  in 
the  transfer.  But,  accepted  and  undertaken,  the  Society  will  seek  to  fulfil  the 
^nistto  general  if  not  universal  satisfaction.  It  recognizes  tlie  solemnity  of  it 
The  amount  of  possible  work  through  this  department,  deeply  affecting  the  youth 
of  our  country  and  their  spiritual  life  for  this  world  and  tliat  which  is  to  come,  is 
CDougli  to  task  our  energies  and  weigh  upon  our  hearts. 

his  not  for  the  Society  to  name  the  measures  by  which  the  additional  funds 
ihall  be  procured.  All  this  must  be  left  largely  with  pastors,  with  su|>erintcndentH, 
^  teachers,  and  friends  of  Sunday-schools.  But  we  shall  be  permitted  to  re- 
fund them  again,  especially  as  this  is  the  time  of  year  for  annual  church  meetings 
^  arranging  fresh  schedules  of  benevolence,  that  the  National  Council  coupled 
its  recommendation  that  we  should  undertake  this  trust  with  another,  of  equal 
wthority,  that  **  a  separate  annual  collection  be  taken  for  this  s|)ecial  work."  The 
one  seemed  to  binge  on  the  other.  3Iay  we  not  now  urge  upon  the  pastors  and 
the  representattves  of  the  churches  who  carried  the  measure  and  procured  the 
change,  a  vivitl remembrance  of  that  virtual  pledge  and  of  what  it  involves? 

We  address  oaiselves  also  to  that  large  and  growing  class  in  our  churches,  whose 
^carti  are  deeply  engaged  in  Sunday-school  work.  What  h  more  fitting  and 
proper  ritM*  that  StindAy-schools  should  nurture  Sundav-schooU  ?— than  tliat  pros- 
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pered  and  well-supplied  ones  should  aid  and  nourish  those  that  are  poor,  strug- 
gling, and  in  need  of  all  things  ? — than  that  classes  which  are  favored  with  every 
form  of  Christian  literature  should  give,  from  week  to  week,  out  of  their  plenty  in 
response  to  the  necessities  of  classes  which  as  yet  have  nothing?  Could  anytUng 
be  in  more  perfect  accord  with  the  fitness  of  things  ?  Pastors,  superintendents,  and 
teachers,  as  we  know,  decide  the  question  very  much  as  to  where  the  Sunday-school 
offerings  shall  go.  Too  often  these  are  scattered  round  in  a  way  to  bring  back  no 
inspiring  or  satisfying  returns.  They  seem  like  water  poured  into  a  sieve,  disap- 
pearing and  forgotten.  The  object  is  too  indefinite,  or  it  is  too  foreign  from  the 
child^s  mind.  We  desire  to  bring  this  object  to  remembrance  and  consideration, 
as  one  that  is  definite,  tangible,  and  suited  to  take  instant  hold  of  a  child*s  imagi- 
nation and  heart.  Cannot  this  Society  look  to  the  Sunday-schools  of  our  churches 
for  a  large  and  steady  supply  of  funds  to  be  spent  on  this  object? 

Then  there  are  Juvenile  Missionary  Societies,  to  which,  as  it  would  seem,  nothing 
could  be  presented  more  apposite  than  the  aim  of  sending  at  least  one  Sunday- 
school  a  library  into  the  midst  of  a  truly  missionary  district  in  our  own  land.  We 
need  not  go  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  to  find  children  and  youth  to  whom  the  name, 
even,  of  Jesus  is  not  yet  known. 

But  we  lay  this  burden  over  upon  the  churches — ^their  pastors  and  members,  and 
upon  Sunday-schools — their  superintendents,  teachers,  leaders,  members,  one  and 
all.  We  will  do  what  they  ask,  just  as  fast  a»  they  ihall  supply  the  mean;  We 
cannot  go  beyond  that  line ;  this  Society  has  no  power  of  itself.  It  can  disburse 
only  what  is  given.  This  work  is  a  grett^  work,  and  the  opening  before  us  in  this 
direction  an  exceedingly  inviting  one. 

It  seems  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  Auxiliaries  will  be  expected  to  conduct 
this  part  of  the  Society^s  work,  in  those  States  occupied  by  them,  as  they  have  con- 
ducted the  other.  It  will  evidently  devolve  on  them  to  cultivate  their  several  fields 
for  this  new  work  in  whatever  way  shall  draw  to  it  an  intelligent  sympathy  and 
generous  aid.  They  will  naturally  administer  upon  the  funds  raised  for  it,  as  they 
have  on  those  hitherto  raised  to  support  missionaries,  viz.,  apply  what  is  needed  for 
this  work  within  their  own  borders  and  remit  the  rest  to  the  Parent  Society.  But, 
in  order  to  secure  distinct  and  separate  acknowledgment,  and  distinct  appropria- 
tion to  that  specific  object,  a  separate  account  of  all  such  funds  should  be  kept,  and 
they  should  be  remitted  under  a  distinct  and  separate  head. 

The  same  close  economy  will  be  studied  in  this  new  department  that  has  been  main- 
tained in  the  Society^s  other  proceedings.  No  increase  is  expected  to  the  workin 
force  at  New  York.  The  Secretaries  will  undertake  the  new  work,  in  addition 
their  former  duties,  in  conducting  the  three  departments  of  Correspondence,  Publi* 
cation,  and  the  Treasury.  They  will  need,  and  doubtless  receive,  as  they  wiU  mos' 
cordially  appreciate,  any  aid  that  may  be  offered  toward  making  this  departmen 
an  assured  success.  Especially  will  they  welcome  to  the  columns  of  The  Home  Mi 
nonary  J  and  for  such  publication  as  may  be  found  desirable  in  order  more  thoroughl 
to  engage  Sunday-schools  and  juvenile  circles  in  this  work,  suitable  articles  froi 
the  pens  of  earnest  Christian  men  and  women  whose  hearts  will  respond  to  this  sii 
gestion. 

We  must  defer  further  details  and  suggestions  to  subsequent  numbers.    We 
not  conclude,  however,  without  renewedly  bespeaking,  in  the  most  earnest 
for  this  new  department  of  our  work,  a  warm  place  in  that  most  wise  and  genero 
sympathy  with  which  the  Christian  Church  to-day  regards  the  Sunday-school, 
everything  connected  with  its  blessed  work. 
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CALIFORNIA. 
J2w.  W,  C,  MerriU^  Saratoga. 

BOKANZA  KlVeS. 

Doubtless  we  have  our  bonanza  kings, 
and  one  might  readily  infer  that  there  is 
wealth  enough  in  CaUfomia  to  meet  her 
own  gospel  wants;  and  if  it  were  in 
Christian  hands^  he  would  be  right  But 
that  **if "  makes  the  difference.  Our 
•chool-t^hers  get  from  $75  to  $200  a 
month—one,  who  seems  like  a  little  girl, 
in  an  adjoining  district,  receiying  $80  ; 
Imt  this  does  not  help  your  missionary  to 
lire  and  support  his  family  on  $75  a 
month!  Still,  all  this  is  by  the  way. 
The  work  in  hand  is  to  establish  the  per- 
manent gospel  at  this  point,  and  in  that 
we  are  making  progreu, 

■YIDBNCB8  OF  IT. 

Onr  church,  or  house  of  worship,  has 
been  enclosed  for  some  weeks,  and  we 
ha?e  temporarily  occupied  it  \  but  yes- 
terday the  plasterer  and  carpenter  took  it 
in  hand  to  finish  the  inside.  It  will  be  a 
heantiful  and  a  pleasant  place — the  first 
And  only  house  of  worship  in  the  town. 
The  people  here  are  not  rich ;  far  from  it, 
indeed — not  even  one  who  would  pass 
^or  sQch  in  the  entire  community,  much 
Itts  in  the  church ;  yet  they  are  taking 
hold  with  great  spirit  and  real  self-denial 
to  build  this  house  for  the  Lord.  The 
^^^  are  taxing  all  resources  which  their 
cheerful  ingenuity  can  devise,  after  the 
Ubend  direct  giving  seemed  exhausted. 
We  will  worry  it  through,  and  soon  ask 
^  Congregational  Union  to  pay  last 
^1> ;  but  your  missionary  already  feels 
bis  income  shrinking,  and  how  he  will 
^ine  out  remains  to  l:>e  seen;  but  the 
boose  must  be  a  thing  accomplished. 

On  Sabbath  morning,  Aug.  27th,  our 
beloved  daughter,  Fannie,  passed  to  her 
neatenly  rest,  after  a  year  of  suffering. 
^  onr  great  affliction  we  rejoice  in  an- 
<^  one  added  to  the  **  great  multitude 
Whidi  no  man  can  number,  who  stand 
bifoie  the  throne  and  before  the  Lamb, 


clothed  in  white  robes  and  having  pal 
in  their  hands.'' 


Bet.  M.  S.  CrosioeU,  Sonoma, 

QUISTNBSS  AND  ASSUBANCB. 

The  hopeful  tendency  reported  in  my 
last  was  the  forerunner  of  more  settled 
"  peacd  and  good  will."  The  effort  to- 
wards canceling  the  church  debt  was 
cordially  seconded  by  many  good  citi- 
zens, who  have  never  been  to  our  Sab- 
bath worship.  Nearly  every  man  showed 
some  homage  towards  God  by  his  act 
Though  many  subscriptions  are  small, 
the  aggregate  meets  our  necessity.  The 
course  of  lectures,  too,  is  successful  be- 
yond our  highest  anticipations. 

Spiritually,  no  summer^s  drought  has 
seriously  affected  us.  In  June,  a  young 
brother,  "fervent  in  spirit,"  converted 
from  a  dissolute  life,  during  the  meet- 
ings of  Mr.  Hammond  last  year,  and  now 
studying  for  the  ministry,  was  provi- 
dentially led  to  this  valley  by  one  of 
our  deacons  to  work  during  his  vacation 
on  the  farm.  His  godly  zeal  led  him 
into  efficient  work  from  the  start,  ex- 
horting  near  the  saloons  as  also  at  the 
union  meetings,  and  using  personal  en- 
treaty and  prayer  with  the  serious.  Two 
young  men,  long  convinced  of  their  duty, 
but  clinging  to  wordly  ways,  were  led  to 
a  decision  and  profession  of  consecration 
to  Christ.  These  were  fruits  chiefly  of 
the  faithfulness  of  that  young  brother 
and  our  junior  deacon,  a  Dane,  whose 
consecration  and  Christ-like  piety,  have 
made  him  uniformly  a  great  blessing  to 
the  church. 

Our  union  meetings  (with  Methodists), 
Sabbath  and  Wednesday  evenings,  have 
continued  harmonious,  generally  well- 
attended,  and  have  proved  to  be  the  best 
method  to  attract  young  people  from  the 
street  and  from  worldly  amusements. 
Never  before  have  I  seen  so  many  here, 
under  the  regular  influence  of  the  gospel, 
and  never  hs«  there  been  so  much  defer- 
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ence,  generally,  to  the  divinely-appointed 
means  of  grace. 


WHISKEY  VERSUS  WINE. 

The  only  serious  drawback  affecting 
our  people  is  the  present  glut  in  the  fruit 
market.  Even  wine  men  offer  only  one- 
third  of  a  cent  to  a  cent  per  pound  for 
grapes.  One  cause  is  said  to  be  that  our 
thriving  saloons  import  three  or  four 
times  as  much  "  whiskey,"  etc.  (in  cost), 
as  they  sell  of  native  wine.  If  this  is  so, 
it  would  seem  to  be  retributive  justice  on 
the  wine  men  here  for  defending  the 
saloons.  They  may  yet  learn  the  wisdom 
(or  craft)  of  the  Maine  cider  men,  or 
manufacturers  of  **  stomach  bitters," 
and,  like  them,  seek  to  place  their  business 
beyond  all  collusion  with  the  unmixed 
evil  of  dram  shops.  All  the  home  dram 
shops  do  not  buy  wines  enough  to  re- 
lieve one  hard  cramped  wine  manufac- 
turer. Still  the  "  whiskey  ring  "  has  its 
thumb-screw  upon  the  wine  industry. 
The  city  drug  works  are  squeezing  to 
death  the  grape-growers.  But  all  fruits 
are  low  from  over-production  and  lack 
of  market  *'Hard  times"  are  begin- 
ning to  pinch  in  these  grape-raising  sec- 
tions. Perhaps  man^s  calculations  hav- 
ing so  signally  failed,  there  may  be  a 
more  general  looking  for  unfailing  help, 
to  the  providence  of  God — the  only  safe 
and  sure  Deliverer  for  time  and  eternity. 


Eev.  J.  A,  Banfield,  Woodland, 

DELATED  SETTLEMENT. 

I  have  delayed  my  fourth  quarterly 
report,  hoping  that  our  society  would 
settle  up  its  last  two  years'  accoi^nts  and 
take  a  square  start  But  the  wheat  is, 
just  now,  August  24th,  coming  to  mar- 
ket, every  one  is  busy  (who  is  at  home ; 
about  one- half  of  our  members  are  '*  in 
the  mountains"  or  at  the  Centennial), 
so  collections  are  neglected,  and  $260 
still  due  me.  Deacon  P.  says  that 
sum,  and  more,  is  subscribed,  and  will 
be  collected  sotm  time.  This  year  is  the 
be^DDiDg  of  an  advance.  The  society 
JtM  money  enough  to  meet  its  current 


liabilities,  has  raised  one  hundred  dol- 
lars more  than  heretofore  for  salary, 
and  considers  itself  on  better  standing 
ground  than  it  has  ever  l>efore  had  at  the 
close  of  a  year.  Fifteen  persons  have 
united  with  the  church  since  I  came 
here.  Two  have  died,  three  have  been 
dismissed  on  removal. 

WORK  FOR  MT  IfASTER. 

Some  time  during  the  year  just  closed  I 
wrote  you  of  a  visit  to  a  sick  lady,  and  of 
my  confidence  in  her  hopeful  conversion. 
Since  that  time  I  spent  several  hours  by 
her  bedside,  and  each  visit  strengthened 
my  confidence  in  her  personal  acquaint- 
ance with  Christ  as  her  Savior.  Little 
by  little  the  disease — internal  cancer — 
ate  away  her  life.  Before  she  died  she 
united  with  the  church,  and  partook  of 
the  communion.  I  often  asked  ker  if 
she  could  fully  say  "  Thy  will  be  done." 
Her  almost  invariable  answer  was :  "  Yes, 
but  then  if  I  could  only  get  well  and 
work  for  my  Master  I  I  have  done  noth- 
ing so  far  in  life;  I  want  to  work 
now."  She  often  spoke  of  the  Sabbath- 
school,  saying  that  if  she  were  well  she 
felt  confident  that  she  could  enlist  more 
workers. 

•1,000,000  ASKING   AID. 

The  society  has  asked  me  to  remain 
another  year,  proposing  to  raise  the  same 
salary  as  last  year.  I  want  them  to  come 
up  to  self-support.  The  families  with- 
in the  society  are  worth,  free  of  all  in- 
cumbrances, more  than  a  million  dollars 
in  productive  property.  Most  of  this  is 
in  families  where  the  wives  only  are  mem- 
bers of  the  church.  It  is  a  question  that 
I  cannot  solve,  whether  so  much  wealth 
ought  to  receive  the  aid  of  the  A.  H.  M.  8. 
when  the  brethren  in  many  places  in  all 
the  newer  States  are  so  needy.  It  was 
out  of  their  great  poverty  that  the 
churches  of  Macedonia  put  to  shame  the 
wealth  of  Corinth.  So  it  will  always  be, 
perhaps.  Of  course  it  is  only  religious 
apathy  and  spiritual  numbness  that  causes 
this  condition  of  things.  All  things  con- 
sidered, I  am  in  doubt  about  remaining 
anotkei  'i^eax.    Perh&ys  another  ministor 
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canflo  thunder  the  lato,  or  so  persuade 
witii  the  lore  of  God  that  there  will 
be  a  resurrection  of  life  which  would 
make  them  self-supporting  and  usef  uL 


NEBRASKA. 
1200.  A,  Dresner,  Schuyler. 

THE  FIB8T  LOSS  BT  DEATH. 

I  have  been  on  this  field  about  seven 
yean,  and  have  now  the  care  of  four 
chordkes,  numbering  nearly  one  hundred 
members,  several  of  whom  have  passed 
their  threescore  years  and  ten.  Four 
were  bom  a.d.  1800,  and  some  have 
reached  their  fourscore  years ;  and  yet, 
till  now,  no  one  has  been  removed  by 
death.  But  during  the  last  week  death 
has  entered  the  fold  and  taken  one  of 
the  original  thirteen  that  constituted  the 
fint  church  organization  in  this  county. 
After  organizing  they  tried  once  and 
^^g&in  to  obtain  a  pastor.  Once  and 
^Q  they  failed  to  find  **  the  man  for 
the  place."  At  last  they  carried  their 
c^  to  God,  asking  him  to  send  them  the 
man  of  his  choice,  mutually  agreeing 
that  they  would  accept  whomsoever  the 
Saperinte'odent  should  send  as  the  one 
^^  had  designed  for  them,  A  line  from 
the  Superintendent,  assigning  me  to  this 
^wity,  assured  them  that  their  prayer 
^^  answered.  The  deceased  wal  one  of 
that  number,  and,  with  her  sister,  was  the 
first  to  give  us  a  welcome  in  their  hearts 
*^<i  at  their  home,  and  from  that  day  to 
this  hare  been  our  helpers  in  every  good 
^ord  and  work.  She  had  been  married 
y^  two  years  and  half,  and  now  the 
came.     She  will  be  missed  by 


believe,  has  been  done,  and  many  of  the 
unconverted  are  very    tender;  but  the 
work,  which  has  only  been  begun,  needs 
to  be  followed  up.     I  leave  my  work 
with  the  conviction  that  God  will  foster 
the  seed  which  has  been  sown.     Tliere 
have  been  some  hindrances  in  the  way 
of  any  very  special  work,   and  perhapa 
the  most  formidable  was,   that  one  or 
two   busybodies  tried  hard  to  stir  up 
envy  and  strife  between  this  and  our 
sister  Methodist    church.     Then  it  was 
the  busy  season  with  farmers,  and  farm- 
ing is  almost    the  sole  pursuit  of  the 
people  thus  far.      They  are  poor,  and 
usually  have  but  one  team,   sometimes 
only  an  ox-team  ;  and,  after  working  it 
hard    all  the  week,   it  seemed  almost 
cruel  sometimes  to  take  it  out  for  a  driv^ 
of  from  one  to  five  miles  to  church  and 
back.     Nevertheless,  the   people  do  turn 
out  in  larger  proportion,   according  to 
population,  than  they  do  in  our  Eastern 
cities.      Some  are    ashamed    to  go  to 
church  because   they  have  not  suitable 
clothes  to  wear,   and  I  am    persuaded 
that  many  of  us,  who  go  to  church  every 
Sunday,  would  feel  like  them  in   their 
circumstances.  It  is  very  easy  to  say  that 
their  clothes  are  good  enough,  etc.,  but  it 
is  quite  another  thing  to    remove  theii 
delicacy  of  feeling.     Some  of  these  ob- 
stacles are  disappearing.    The  churches 
are  growing  more  and  more  harmoni- 
ous. 

WOLF  AT  THE  DOOR. 

The  grasshoppers  have  just  been 
here  and  destroyed  all  the  fruits  of 
farm  labor ;  so  that  the  country  is  left 
without  work  and  without  food.  Some 
are  going  to  leave  the  country,  others 
have  neither  the  means  to  leave  nor  to 
remain,   and    know  not    what    to    do. 


^  Affectionate  husband,  a  little  mother- 

*^  babe,  an  aged  father,  a  brother,  and 

"^0  sisters,  as  well  as  by  the  little  colony 

church  of  which  she  was  a  member,  and  j  ^*°y  ^^  g^^°«  ^  ^^  ^°c®  ^^^^     ^^ 

^»  pastor  and  his  family.  She  rests  from  •  P^^P^®  ^^^  »^^     intending    to    remain. 


^  I^boiB,  and  her  works  do  follow  her. 


One  man,  who  has  planted  his  fifth  crop 
and  worked  hard  ever  since  he  came, 
said,  not  long  since,  with  deep  emotion, 
"  I  have  just  flour  enough  for  one  more 
meal  for  my  family,  and  know  not 
where  the   next  la  to  eome  iiomr'*    \ 


Bev,  C.  Mowery^  Indianola, 
^■■QPle's  povkbtt  and  suffebino. 

*J chief  regret  ia,  that  I  cannot  re-.  „„ww  ^t*,.    u^^w   »  vxj  vm^^   iiv,xi*.       v 
••"tt  to  ecoHnae  the  work.     Good,  1/ know  another  iamii^ -wYiet^tYi^ii^i^iJKictwid. 
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of  tea  the  mother  work  away  from  home, 
«nd  the  little  boys  from  right  lo  twelre 
ye&rg  old  ftre  tent  out  to  herd  cattle  from 
moming  till  night,  with  not  even  u  ranch 
M  a  Itmch  for  diimer.  Buch  inttances 
will  no  doaht  be  niimeroiu  during  the 
present  year.  God  grant  that  there  may 
be  none  worse.  There  is  great  need  of, 
permanent  mintaterial  work ;  bnt  the 
people  mnst  be  entirely  dependent  on 
the  Society  for  it  till  they  snccaed  in 
raising  something  for  their  own  sobBist- 
ence.  The  people  in  this  frontier 
coantry  are  sorely  in  need  of  the  prayers, 
the  sympathy  and  support  of  their  breth- 
ren at  the  Bast.  Here  is  a  field  of 
labor  which  will  snrely  yield  a  large 
increaie,  if  we  can  only  abide  Ood's 
•wn  time. 

Ibv.  C.  S.  Harriim.  Tork. 
Bun.mBa  aitd  bcbt. 
It  baa  been  a  busy  quarter ;  I  hare  or* 
ganized  a  church  at  Arliorrille,  a  beauti- 
ful new  town  in  the  north-west  part  of 
this  county ;  nine  members  at  first,  with 
a  prospect  of  the  number  doubling  soon. 
I  am  now  moving  to  build  a  church  there, 
Ko  cburch  edifice  within  fifteen  miles  of 
that  point  The  people  are  bnngty  for 
the  Word.  Our  school-houses  are  new 
and  comfortable,  but  they  caimut  hold 
half  the  people  who  would  come  if 
there  were  room.  I  have  sold  my  beau- 
tiful farm  at  this  place,  but  it  took  every 
dollar  to  pay  debts  contracted  during 
my  church -building  enterprises.  I  am 
now  bnilding  in  Tork ;  and,  if  the 
amount  due  could  bo  sent  on  soon,  It 
would  be  a  great  help.  I  preach  every 
Babbath  moming  here,  and  in  the  afte^ 
noon  of  otte  Sabbath  I  dine  ten  mllea 
north-west  on  Lincoln  Creek,  and  preach 
to  one  of  our  little  churches  there.  In 
the  afternoon  of  the  alternate  Babbaths 
I  preach  at  Arborrille,  where  I  hope  to 
see  a  strong  church.  I  intend  to  hold 
these  points.  I  hare  other  pressing  calls, 
And  needy  ones,  but  I  do  not  like  to 
tcatter  Sn  too  much.  There  are  not 
^bb»tba  enou((b  to  go  round,  and  utius 


among  fanners  grows  lea 
I   shall  preach  on  we^  da;   ere] 
Hy  field  will  soon  require  another  man. 
[  am  greatly  aided  in  my  work  by  a 

■of 

CONTESTED  IMIHAM   PONIES. 

When  I  purchased  them,  one  was  per- 
fectly unmanageable,  wild  and  wicked, 
whom  no  man  could  ride  or  hameas. 
of  whom  I  bought  her  thought 
be  had  a  good  joke  on  the  minister ;  bnl 
she  works  now,  and  drives  too.  The 
pair  weigh  but  alxiut  600  apiece,  and 
they  go  like  the  wind.  Last  Sabbath  I 
preached  here,  and  had  to  drive  eighteen 
miles  to  attend  a  funeral  at  Arborville, 
with  only  two  hours  to  make  it ;  the 
vreather  was  hot,  but  they  came  in  ten 
mmules  ahead  of  time.  They  are  like 
B  pur  of  antelopes  \  and  if  you  have  a 
missionary  anywhere,  with  plenty  of 
work,  and  a  sanguine  temperament, 
furnish  him  with  Indian  ponies.  He  will 
save  time  and  do  a  great  deal  more  work. 
One  of  mine,  which  I  call  Sioux,  was 
captured  very  young  from  the  Indisns, 
and  is  one  of  the  widcedest  and  hardiest 
and  fleetest  of  the  horse  kind,  but  yet 
yields  to  kindness  and  finnness. 


MINNESOTA. 

BA).  L.    W.   Chaitfy,  ManhttO, 
iirrKKKHTtMO  MBBnifos. 

Notwithstandiiig  the  excessive  heat  of 
the  summer,  and  the  absence  of  a  con- 
siderable number  of  our  people,  the 
congregations  kept  op  well,  and  were 
larger  than  I  expected.  The  prayer- 
meetings  also  were  quite  fuU.  We  have 
been  studying  the  Bible  by  topics,  both 
pastor  and  people  bringing  in  passages 
of  Scripture  bearing  upon  a  topic  pre- 
viously announced.  Many  of  tbe  meet- 
ings were  thus  made  very  interesting  and 
instructive. 

We  bave  also  had  a  young  people's 
meeting  on  one  evening  of  ea<A  week, 
and  what  we  call  a  "  Young  People's 
Christian  Band,"  organized  for  mntnal 
I  nOgioTia  impto^  enMoA,  «nd  for  ChiMan 
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woik.  All  are  invitecl  to  become  mem- 
ben  wbo  can  affinnativel j  answer  these 
tiiree  qaestions,  yiz. :  (1)  Do  you  desire 
always  and  in  all  things  to  do  right? 
(2)  WiU  yon  try  ?  (8)  Will  you  ask, 
and  continae  to  ask  the  help  of  Jesus  ? 
We  hope,  through  this  organization,  to 
prepare  many  of  our  children  and  youth 
for  membership  In  the  church,  and  ulti- 
matdy  to  bring  them  in.  Its  weekly  meet- 
ings are  for  prayer,  exhortation,  and  the 
quotation  of  Scripture ;  also,  each  even- 
ing, a  select  reading — ^usually,  a  short 
rdigioQs  narrative.  Once  in  about  two 
months  a  public  meeting  is  held,  on 
Sunday  evening,  in  which  the  young 
people  take  part  in  various  ways.  We 
hope  to  reap  a  good  harvest  from  this 
Add  of  effort 


Bet.  R.  8.  Armstrong^  Winnebtigo  Agency, 

OETTIRO  STARTED. 

Since  I  began  labor  at  the  Agency, 
with  the  exception  of  one  Sabbath,  I 
^^e  preached  regularly  at  this  place  in 
the  A.M.,  attending  Sunday-school  in 
connection  with  the  preaching  service, 
And  then  alternating  the  p.m.  between 
Janesville  and  the  county  line.  But  the 
^ing  started  has  required  a  good  deal 
Oiore  hard  labor  than  can  well  be  told. 
The  mere  filling  my  appointments,  twelve 
^d  fifteen  miles  apart,  is  but  a  small 
P»rt  of  the  work.  I  have  been  obliged 
^  flevote  a  large  part  of  my  time  during 
*he  quarter  to  repairs  and  building.  The 
^ly  house  that  I  could  rent  was  an  old 
*heli,  small  and  filthy,  and  needing  much 
'^oTating  and  repairs,  inside  and  out, 
'^airin^,  also,  a  lean-to  to  prop  it  up 
^d  afford  us  a  kitchen.  I  have  had 
^Iso  to  build  a  barn  (a  rather  rough  one) 
'of  my  ponies — a  very  necessary  equip- 
''■^^t  for  a  home  missionary.  I  have 
•^•^y  paid,  in  advance,  $75,  for  repairs 
^  building,  and  shall  have  to  add 
^ore  expense  to  make  my  house  tenant- 
*^le  for  winter. 

Well,  we  have  got  things  fixed,  so  that 
^  feel  somewhat  at  home,  though  we  shall 
We  to  put  np  Willi  man/ixiconreniences 


which  we  should  not  have  had,  had  we 
remained  on  Presbyterian  ground.  But 
then  I  like  "  the  old  path,  wherein  is 
the  good  way,"  the  best.  And  I  am  glad 
to  be  again  counted  on  your  roll  of  home 
missionaries,  albeit,  my  exchange  of 
fields  has  subjected  me  to  an  actual  loss 
of  not  less  than  $100.  But  what  is  loss 
to  me,  I  shall  count  gain  for  Christ 

THE  OUTLOOK. 

This  field  looks  large,  too  large  for 
any  one  man  to  work  efilciently.  I  can 
see  abundance  of  work  for  three  minis- 
ters. To  do  all  that  is  urgent,  I  should 
need  to  do  three  times  as  much  as  I  can, 
and  then  each  soul  would  receive  only  a 
little.  Well,  it  seems  to  be  spreading  it 
on  mighty  thin,  to  scatter  so  little  seed 
over  so  much  ground ;  and,  frequently, 
like  Issachar,  I  find  myself  crouching 
between  two  burdens.  There  does  seem 
to  be  a  growing  appetite  among  the  peo- 
ple for  the  Word.  My  congregations  at 
Jancsville  and  the  county  line  are  often 
crowded,  and  I  sometimes  hear  words  of 
interest  dropped  that  give  me  encourage- 
ment. Wliile  this  is  pleasing,  I  am 
aware  that  my  only  sure  ground  of 
encouragement  is  in  the  divine  promises. 
TTiese  give  strength  to  my  weakness,  and 
hope  to  my  heart  when  faint 

TTie  people  at  the  Agency  cannot  be 
called  a  church-going  people.  I  shall 
look  for  a  better  attendance  when  we  get 
into  our  new  meeting-house.  Six  new 
members  were  received  to  this  church  at 
our  last  communion — five  by  letter,  and 
one  on  profession. 


moHiaAN. 

Bev.  8.  0.  Bryantj  Mancelona, 

AN  EARTHLT   HOUSE. 

The  labor  of  the  last  three  months  is 
mostly  manual  labor.  For  the  past  two 
I  have  worked  hard  and  almost  constant- 
ly— chopping,  logging,  burning,  driving 
oxen,  etc. — have  been  my  own  carpenter, 
mason,  glazier,  and  painter.  I  have  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  a  %m«W.  \vo\3Afe  %o  \^.x 
along  as  to  move  inlo  \t^  «iSi!^^<^  ^^l^x 
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the  present  quite  snug  and  comfortable ; 
but  I  have  a  good  deal  to  do  yet  to  get 
ready  for  the  long,  cold  winter,  and  the 
deep  snows.  I  hope  two  or  three  weeks 
more  will  put  us  in  shape  to  go  through 
nicely,  and  then  I  shall  be  ready  to  give 
my  attention  more  entirely  to  my  regular 
work  as  a  pastor.  I  have  felt  obliged  to 
devote  myself  thus  to  manual  labor,  be- 
cause I  could  see  no  other  way  to  get  my 
family  comfortably  situated.  I  hope 
soon  to  open  a  vigorous  campaign 
against  the  powers  of  darkness  here, 
and  pray  God  that  we  may  be  blessed 
with  a  gracious  revival  this  winter  that 
shall  cause  this  wilderness  to  become  as 
the  garden  of  the  Lord. 

A   STRAY   nORSE. 

I  have  met  with  one  quite  serious  mis- 
fortune since  the  quarter  began.  TTie 
16th  of  August  my  horse  strayed  away, 
and  I  have  been  unable  to  get  any  trace 
of  her  until  to-day,  when  I  heard  that 
she  is  in  the  woods  about  thirty-five  miles 
from  here,  but  can't  be  caught  So  I 
shall  go  early  to-morrow  morning  in  pur 
suit.  I  had  about  given  up  all  hope  of 
finding  her,  and  expected  to  have  to  buy 
another,  or  go  on  foot  as  I  have  done  for 
the  past  few  weeks.  I  have  had  many  new, 
and  some  pretty  rough  experiences  since 
I  came  here,  but  I  am  not  discouraged. 
The  country  is  rapidly  improving,  and 
we  shall  soon  be  rejoicing  in  all  those 
privileges  and  advantages  that  bless  the 
older  settled  communities. 

GRAND  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  WORK. 

I  feel  that  I  have  a  grand  opportunity 
here  to  do  a  good  work  for  the  Master, 
and  most  earnestly  hope  and  pray  that 
he  will  give  me  grace  and  wisdom  for  the 
occasion.  I  have  already  gained  the 
good  will  of  all  the  people  by  letting 
them  see  that  I  am  not  afraid  to  take 
hold  of  any  kind  of  work,  and  hope  to 
turn  this  kindly  feeling  to  good  account 
for  Christ  and  their  souls.    The  field  that 


properly  belongs  to  me  is  a  large  one. 
There  are  three  points  beside  this  where 
I  ought  to  preach,  but  it  seems  impossi- 
ble to  reach  the  third,  as  they  all  re- 
quire service  in  the  afternoon,  I  could 
reach  the  two  most  distant  on  the  same 
Sabbath,  as  they  are  only  four  or  five 
miles  apart,  if  I  could  put  in  an  evening 
service;  but  it  seems  impossible  to  do 
that,  for  no  one  thinks  of  going  out 
evenings  at  all  without  a  lantern,  as  the 
dense  forests  make  it  so  dark,  almost  as 
soon  as  the  sun  goes  down,  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  keep  the  road  or  tell  where 
to  go.  But  I  hope  to  be  able  to  supply 
all  three  of  these  places  before  long. 
They  all  need  to  have  the  gospel  preach- 
ed and  the  means  of  grace  sustained 
among  them.  I  have  marked  Chestonia 
as  a  new  opening  for  preaching,  because 
they  are  asking  for  it,  and  nothing  pre- 
vents it  but  my  inability  to  get  time  for 
a  service.  They  have  organized  a  Sab- 
bath-school. In  a  very  few  years,  I  think, 
Chestonia  and  Keamev  will  constitute 
a  good  field  for  a  missionary  by  them- 
selves. 

FULL  MBBTINQS — INTELLIGENT  HEARERS. 

The  meetings  at  all  the  places  where  I 
preach  are  well  attended,  and  by  a  good 
class  of  people.  You  would  be  surpris- 
ed to  see  the  intelligence  and  culture  to 
be  found  here  in  log- houses  and  even  in 
bark  shanties ;  and  yet  if  you  could  go 
over  the  field  and  know  the  people,  you 
would  not  be  surprised  that  only  one 
hundred  dollars  is  raised  on  the  field  for 
my  support.  Tlie  Sabbath-schools  are 
all  flourishing,  except  one,  that  at  Kear- 
ney. That  has  gone  down  for  the  pres- 
ent, for  lack  of  some  one  to  lead  it  per- 
se veringly.  We  will  keep  it  going  some 
way  all  right,  however.  I  intend  to  hold 
special  meetings  at  all  these  points  this 
Avinter,  and  hoi)e  for  gracious  revivals 
all  over  this  field.  Give  us  your  earnest 
prayera  to  this  end. 


THS    HOKC    MiaaiOVAST, 


^i$ttUTivit0U*, 


THE  TREASURY. 
Vt  aboold  be  glml  to  report  a  moT« 
cheering  ttatement  Bnt,  while  thera  is 
•  little  gain  upon  the  figures  of  laat 
taohOK  the  traasorj  ia  still  ^20,000  be- 
bind.  This  amount  is  Ui^l?  due  to 
nriMtODuiee  at  the  North  and  Vfeat 
Tim  gmtlj  adds  to  the  aeverit;  of  the 
CMe,  f<ir  they  *re  liring  amidst  commu- 
mtiea,  aunj  of  them,  which  are  tbcm- 
»diet  exceedingly  poor,  and  at  this  time 
Rail;  unable  to  do  anything  for  their 


Uodl  font  or  five  months  eince,  the 
Sodety  had  paid  in  full  and  promptly, 
thniagh  all  the  hard  times.  It  was  a 
mUIuof  rMnarkandof  coDstantthanks- 
giting.  At  that  time  came  a  sharply 
ndden  and  severe  diminution  of  receipts, 
Tcdaciag  them  more  than  one-half.  We 
biTe  Dot  to  look  far  for  reasons. 

Tht  "Centennial"  reports  8,000,000 
•dmiHioDB — representing,  probably,  at 
teut  2,000,000  persons.  These  were 
■costly  from  that  great  middle  class, 
wbere  the  mass  of  contributors  to  such 
futM  as  ouie  is  found.  Allowing  an 
irenge  expenditure  uf  (25  or  $30  to  each 
pereon  b  preparing  and  goiog,  staying 
•nd  returning,  we  have  a  total  of  fully 
fitlTorrixtj  millionsof  dollars  spent  by 
Ibd  class  within  four  or  Stb  months  upon 
til  one  thing.  Uany  would  set  the 
%iKs  much  higher.  We  desire  to  keep 
*ithin  safe  eatimstea. 

The  effect  of  such  a  sudden  ontlny 
"pan  benevolent  receipts  was  immediat«. 
^  Mdeties  and  boards  are  suffering  to- 
Poller.  When  men  and  women  have 
^  been  "  saving  up,"  and  then  borrow- 
^e  to  accomplish  such  a  purpose,  they 
"fed  poor"  before  and  after.  Their 
^f^  are  likely  to  be  smaller  than  usual. 

But  it  is  not  needful  that  we  go  into 
tt»ie«ona  at  lengtK  We  have  named 
llui  one  to  point  a  moral.  If  Christian 
■a  ind  women  and  children  have  been 


(anA  certainly  no  one  can  find  the  least 
fftuU  ivith  them  for  doing  it),  if  the; 
liAve  hid  this  new  enjoyment,  ihall 
ChrieCi  caut  ba  made  tAe  niffirer/or  itT 

MISSIONARY  BOXES. 

\\k  (tnder  hearty  thanks  to  the  hetp- 
fiit  l.jiilies'  Societies  that  are  this  seiuon 
iilTi'i  in;;  boxes  with  even  more  thiiu  tlieir  . 
iisiijil  lilierality.  We  are  confidfut  that 
ill.  fiuiiily  with  tinall  children,  desiring 
II  l«ix,  will  be  uncarcd  for.  We  have, 
liuMPViT,  on  our  lint  as  many  as  ^/iy 
fumilifs  with  no  children,  or  only  tliose 
of  ndull  age,  that  need  help  not  less — 
•iiiiiie  of  them  far  more— than  do  those 
fill  nlioiu  aid  is  far  more  easily  obtained. 
ilave  we  not  fifty  societies  that  will  at 
iitici-  <j<Ter  to  prepare  each  a  box  for  such 
nfiimiiv!  Such  offers  will  be  received 
ivitli  sijecial  gratitude,  and  we  believe 
llii-y  will  be  peculiarly  acceptable  to  the 
Master. 

DEVOURERS. 

We  are  not  disposed  to  force  grass- 
lioppcrs  u|ion  public  attention  licyond 
their  deserts.  But  they  sadly  olitrude 
upon  ours.  Not  a  week  passes — hardly 
a  day — in  which  some  church,  on  the 
long  wavering  line  from  Nortliern  Min- 
nesota to  Bouthem  Kanf«s  and  Missouri, 
around  by  Dakota.  Wyoming,  and  Col- 
orado, docs  not  ask  the  same  aid,  or 
larger  aid,  because  of  these  devourers  of 
the  fields.  Tlie  numljer  of  such  cluirches, 
im]>0VRrished  and  defeated  in  their 
struggle  to  reach  self-support  is  very 
great  This  locust  plague  is  thus  retard- 
ing our  advance  towards  the  regions  be- 

Wehopeourreaders  will  not  tire  of  the 
subject,  or  deem  us  disposed  to  make  too 
much  of  it.  The  fact  that  some  crafty 
men  have  tried  to  turn  this  widespread 
afSiction  to  selfish  ends  should  not  blind 
us  to  its  severe  reality  over   large  areas 
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or  prevent  our  hearing  the  call  of  God 
upon  us  to  give  more  freely  to  brethren 
and  churches  bo  afflicted.  Out  of  many 
accounts  here  is  one  from  the  8L  Paul 
Pioneer  IVe$9,  describing  portions  of 
Minnesota,  that  may  help  those  at  a  dis- 
tance to  see  this  impoverishment  of  com- 
munities and  churches,  and  their  greater 
need  of  aid. 

"  A  short  trip  through  Nicollet,  Sibley, 
and  a  part  of  Brown  counties  has  con- 
vinced me  that  the  grasshopper  question 
is  one  of  much  more  serious  importance 
than  our  people  suppose.  In  a  drive  of 
thirty  miles  I  did  not  see  a  furrow 
turned.  Vacant  houses  and  deserted 
farms  are  not  infrequent.  Those  who 
remain  cannot  possibly  hold  out  much 
longer.  Many  of  them  are  actually  fac- 
ing starvation.  Unless  a  change  soon 
comes,  our  western  counties  must  be  de- 
populated. The  crisis  is  reached.  The 
people  have  struggled  for  their  homes 
and  farms  during  the  last  four  years  of 
devastation  by  this  terrible  scourge ;  but 
they  cannot  hold  out  much  longer.  The 
issue  is  now  positive,  simple,  and  well 
defined — Shall  the  country  be  occupied 
by  the  people  or  the  grasshoppers  ?  They 
cannot  l>oth  inhabit  the  same  country 
much  longer. 

*'  If  the  greater  part  of  the  eggs  depos- 
ited shall  hatch  out,  there  will  be  grass- 
hoppers enough  to  devour  every  green 
thing  in  the  State  of  Minnesota  next 
year.  The  deposit  of  eggs  is  probably 
hundreds  of  times  greater  than  it  has 
ever  been  before.  If  they  shall  develop 
into  full-grown  grasshoppers  and  remain 
in  the  State,  the  result  is  fearful  to  con- 
template. I  am  satisfied  that  if  a  univer- 
sal raid  were  made  upon  them,  wherever 
they  are,  immediately  upon  their  begin- 
ning to  hatch  out,  disaster  might  be 
averted.  But  action  must  be  prompt  and 
in  every  part  of  the  region  infested.  I 
do  not  believe  that  men  can  be  driven 
out  by  grasshoppers,  if  a  combined  effort 
is  made,  with  a  determination  to  win. 

*'  Now,  as  to  the  theory  of  the  eggs 
being  destroyed  by  the  red  worm.  I  in- 
Tcstigated  this  matter,  and,  while  it  is 


unquestionably  true  that  the  worn: 
work,  yet  at  the  present  rate  of  dc 
tion  it  will  absolutely  amount  to  nc 
at  all.  For  every  egg  destroyed 
will  be  a  thousand  left — speaking  i 
l>ounds,  at  that  So,  too,  some  c 
eggs  are  rotting ;  but  the  decrease 
this  cause  alone  will  be  infinitesi 
small  in  comparison  with  the 
number  deposited. 

"  It  is  possible  that  very  unfav 
weather  in  the  spring  might  destro 
prevent  the  eggs  from  hatching  o 
is  also  possible  that  favorable 
might  drive  them  away* as  soon  aj 
are  aWe  to  fly ;  but  tliese  are  cont 
cies  that  cannot  be  taken  into  hcco 
deciding  the  question.'' 


TESTIMONY    OF    REV.    I 
HAWES. 

In  an  appreciative  notice  of  tl 
meeting  of  the  American  Board,  at 
ford.  Conn.,  the  Religious  Herald  i 

"When  the  late  venerable  pas 
the  old  Center  Church,  in  Hartford 
after  his  tour  among  the  missions 
Board,  '  The  salvation  of  Americs 
hope  of  the  world,'  he  expressed  2 
which  is  steadily  gaining  in  a 
churches." 


OODEN,  IN  UTAH. 

We  were  glad  to  read,  in  a  papc 
lished  at  Ogden,  Utah,  tliat  the 
and  devoted  brother  newly  sts 
there  by  this  Society — Rev.  A.  ^ 
ford — is  encouraged  by  cheering  s> 
"  The  singing  at  the  Congregt 
services  is  attracting  much  intere 
the  preacher  is  giving  good  serm< 

Ogden,  with  a  population  of 
is  well  known  as  the  place  wh< 
Union  Pacific  and  the  pentral 
Railroads  meet,  and  where  they  an 
ed  by  the  Utah  Central  running 
from  Salt  Lake  City,  from  which 
is  about  forty  miles  distant.  It  pi 
to  be   of   much   importance,    m 
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dnll  be  greatly  disappointed  if  tnch  a 
eborch  is  not  gathered  there  by  thb  be- 
k>Ted  misBionary  as  shall  send  lar  and 
wide  through  that  great  Territory,  and 
those  surrounding  it,  the  enlightening 
tod  saying  gospel  of  Christ. 


HOME   MISSIONS  SEEN  PROM 
AFRICA. 

The  daughter  of  a  Vermont  pastor, 
who  has  had  an  abundant  opportunity  of 
fawwing  the  condition  and  character  of 
our  country  churches,  and  who  is  now 
t  teacher  in  Wellington,  South  Africa, 


has  this  year,  for  the  second  time,  sent 
ten  dollars  to  the  Domestic  Missionary 
Society,  to  aid  in  sustaining  our  feeble 
churches.  Would  it  nut  be  well  if  more 
of  our  people  could  take  a  South  Afri- 
can view  of  Home  Missions?  As  we 
bestow  the  least  thought  upon  the  most 
common  and  indispensable  blessings,  so 
we  are  likely  to  overlook  and  undervalue 
near  things  that  are  of  the  most  vital 
importance  to  the  kingdom  of  Christ 
and  the  well-being  of  society.  A  neg- 
lect of  home  missionary  work  imperils 
the  growth  and  perpetuity  of  all  the 
churches  alike — the  strong  as  well  as  the 
weak. —  Vermont  Chronide, 


#ttr  €0-0ptutivt  S^titUtUii. 


Amatican  Congregational  Union. 

Sit.  Rat  Palmer,  D.D.,  Sec.,  69  Bible 

House,  New  York. 
Ret.  Christophsr  Cubhiko,  D.D.,  Sec, 

20  Congregational  House,  Boston. 
K.  A.  Calkiks,   Esq.,  Treas^  69  Bible 

Hoiise,New  York. 

Churches  in  Distress. — We  have  sta- 
ted, in  a  former  month,  that  it  has  been 
necessary  to  recommend  to  churches  that 
vere proposing  to  build  houses  of  worship 
to  defer  their  attempt  to  do  so  till  the 
Union  should  be  better  able  to  promise 
them  certain  assistance,  and  also  that  a 
V<e  number  of  applications  already  for- 
warded to  the  Union  were  not  yet  acted 
OD,  and  could  not  be  till  funds  should 
be  lent  forward  to  replenish  the  treasury. 
We  fear  that  the  full  meaning  of  these 
ititements  are  not  apprehended  by  many 
of  those  who  read  them ;  that  the  mis- 
dtievous  effects  of  the  delay  to  respond 
St  once  to  these  calls  for  help  are  but 
fitUe  understood.    They  mean,  in  fact, 
great  sacrifice  and  suffering  on  the  part 
of  our  Christian  brethren  who  are  en - 
desvoringy  amidst  poverty  and  hardships, 
to  fslaWirii  Christian  institutions.    Hear 
vhil  OB0  of  theae  brediren  says : 


*' Yours  in  relation  to  aid  from  the 
Union  for  our  church  here  has  been  re- 
ceived. It  would  l)c  a  {treat  calamity  for 
us  to  stop  now.  We  must  go  on.  Of 
course,  if  aid  can  be  given,  we  must  wait 
our  turn.  But  the  promise^  or  even  the 
reasonable  prospect  of  receiving  it,  would 
be  a  great  help.  We  shall  raise  more 
money  here  if  we  can  have  such  a  prom- 


ise. 


»» 


It  is  hard,  almost  cruel,  to  tell  such  a 
brother  that  the  Union  has  already  pledg- 
ed much  more  than  its  treasurer  has  in 
hand,  and  that  the  Board  dare  not  make 
further  pledges  till  its  treasury  is  replen- 
ished. It  is  to  discourage  those  on  the 
ground  who  are  ready  to  contribute  all 
they  can,  could  they  but  see  a  certainty  of 
getting  through  at  last  Another  brother 
writes  that  one  hundred  dollars  given,  or 
withheld,  will  determine  the  question 
whether  they  shall  finish  and  enter  their 
house  before  winter,  or  shall  be  obliged 
to  go  through  the  winter  with  no  certain 
place  to  worship  in,  and  losing  ground 
all  the  while.  So  in  most  of  the  cases  in 
which  aid  is  asked.  The  denial,  or  long 
delay  of  it,  carries  with  it  heart-ache  to 
faithful  men  who  are  laboring  and  suffer- 
ing for  Christ 
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But  the  statement  that  so  many  church- 
es are  waiting  fbr  aid  means  even  more 
than  this.  It  means  that  the  labor  of  home 
missionaries,  for  whose  support  the 
churches  are  contributing,  is  in  these 
cases  being  greatly  hindered,  if  not  ren- 
dered nearly  unproductive  for  the  time. 
We  do  wisely  to  send  home  missionaries 
into  the  newly-opened  fields  as  fast  as 
possible ;  but  why  send  them  to  expend 
their  time  and  strength  under  the  greatest 
disadvantages?  Their  labors  cannot  be 
systematized  and  made  effective,  nor  the 
fruits  of  them  made  permanent,  without 
church  edifices  in  which  to  organize  and 
work.  Wanting  these,  they  are  like 
mechanics  without  workshop  or  tools. 
Wisdom  demands  that  every  missionary 
sent  into  the  field  should  be  put  in  a  posi- 
tion to  work  to  the  best  advantage  at  the 
very  outset.  That  so  many  churches  are 
calling  for  aid  which  the  Union  cannot 
give  them,  signifies  that  we  are  failing 
to  do  this,  and  so  crippling  their  faithful 

efforts. 

It  signifies,  also,  that  our  Congrega- 
tional churches  are  not  working  up  to  the 
opportunities  providentially  afforded 
them.  It  has  been,  beyond  a  doubt,  l>e- 
cause  our  church-building  work  and  our 
home  missionary  work  have  gone  togeth- 
er  to  so  great  an  extent  within  these  later 
years,  that  our  churches  have  more  than 
doubled  in  number  within  the  last  twenty- 
five  years.  To  suffer  the  progress  of 
church  erection  to  he  retarded  is  to  check 
the  multiplication  of  our  churches  and 
hinder  our  whole  Christian  work.  This 
is  what  an  empty  treasury  of  the  Union 
really  means,  if  it  be  well  considered. 

Such  are  the  facts  of  the  case.  Reader, 
whether  man  or  woman,  pastor  or  layman, 
do  not  these  facts  concern  you — appeal 
to  you?  Hard  though  the  times  are, 
cannot  you  do  something  for  the  relief 
of  the  churches  whose  applications  are 
waiting  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Union,  and  must  wait  till  contributions 
are  sent  forward  ? 


AmMrioan  OoIUgo  and   Education  So 

oiaty. 

Rev.  Increase  N.  Takbox,  D.D.,  Sec 
Jambs  M.  Gordon,  Esq.,  Treas. 

Office,  No.  82  Cong.  House.  Boston 
Money  may  be  sent  either  to  the  Treas 

urer,  in  Boston,  or  to  Rev.    R.   B 

Howard,   62    Bible    House,    Nei 

York. 

At  the  late  meeting  of  the  General  As 
sociation  of  .New  York,  held  at  Lockporl 
action  was  taken  whereby  the  New  Yor! 
Education  Society  was  dissolved,  as 
State  institution,  and  the  Congregationi 
churches  of  New  York  were  recommende 
to  co-operate  directly  with  the  America 
College  and  Education  Society  at  Bostoi 
This  is  the  beginning  of  a  process  whic 
we  hope  to  see  extended  gradually  i 
States  still  further  west.  We  freely  ad 
mit  that  these  local  organizations  roe 
into  being  years  ago  for  very  good  rei 
sons,  and,  if  they  could  now  be  tume 
into  societies  strictly  auxiliary  to  th 
general  treasury,  they  might  serve  a 
important  purpose  for  the  general  worl 
While  some  of  these  local  organizatioi 
have,  to  a  certain  extent,  assisted  tl 
general  treasury,  the  usual  fact  aboi 
them  is  this :  they  collect  money  on  tl 
fields  they  occupy,  which  is  expende 
mainly  on  their  own  fields  for  objecl 
supplementary  to  our  general  worl 
Then  the  general  treasury  is  looked  1 
as  the  source  of  supply  for  all  the  wor 
that  remains,  which  is  often  very  consic 
erable.  In  a  new  State,  far  west,  jui 
launching  upon  existence,  a  method  ( 
this  kind  is  just  and  reasonable.  But  i 
years  pass  on,  and  a  State  becomes  po] 
ulous  and  rich,  a  time  is  at  length  reache 
when  its  forces  ought  to  be  added  to  tl 
common  cause.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
is  becoming  somewhat  diflScult  to  raia 
on  a  small  area  at  the  East,  the  mon€ 
which  is  needed  on  the  wide  and  growis 
fields  of  the  West  We  have  for  yea 
insisted  that  such  States  as  New  Yorl 
Ohio,  Michigan,  and  Illinois  ought  n 
longer  to  consider  themselves  young  aa 
beneficiary  States  in  this  work,  but  of  fa 
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age  and  stzength,  able  to  help  in  bearing 
the  oommon  burdeiL 

Erery  year  the  case  becomei  stronger, 
for  the  States  aboye  named  and  others, 
M  their  population  increases,  famish 
Boretnd  more  men  for  the  ministry,  and 
10  the  draft  from  the  general  treasury 
k  increased.  Ohio,  for  example,  takes 
from  our  treasury,  for  the  assistance  of 
joong  men  studying  for  the  ministry, 
Bore  than  $2,000  a  year,  and  last  year 
Ntomed  us  only  $95.26.  Illinois  takes 
out  tboutthe  same  amount,  and  last  year 
mtuned  us  only  $10.  Of  all  the  West- 
aa  States,  Wisconsin,  though  younger 
ftin  those  above  named,  has  been  most 
hdpfol  to  u&  Twenty-five  years  ago 
diioit  all  the  Congregational  students 
neeifing  the  aid  of  the  Society  were  na- 
tivea  of  New  England.  But  this  is  true 
M  longer.  Of  the  eighty  $even  young 
Ben  taken  upon  our  list  as  new  men,  at 


our  late  October  meeting,  thirty-four  were 
from  New  England,  and  thirty-eight  from 
the  States  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  Michigan,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  and 
Iowa,  and  States  and  Territories  still  far- 
ther west.  There  is  a  natural  reason  now 
why  the  Middle  and  Western  States 
should  bear  a  part  of  the  burden  of  the 
'  work  resting  upon  the  Central  Society. 

It  is  for  reasons  like  these  that  we  like 
the  action  taken  by  the  New  York  Edu- 
cation Society  at  its  late  meeting,  and 
we  trust  that  the  day  may  not  be  very 
far  distant  when  such  States  as  Ohio, 
Illinois,  and  others  will  see  the  way  clear 
for  putting  themselves  into  like  relations. 
There  are  signs  and  harbingers  of  this 
latter.  A  gentleman  in  Minnesota  has 
just  sent  us  $100  for  this  work,  and 
indiyidual  churches,  here  and  there  in  the 
far  West,  are  making  their  contribu- 
tions directly  to  our  treasury. 
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W9t  in  comminlon  kui  ptar, 

Iw.  C.  T.  K.  Tncj,  Ororflle,  Oa. 

Kn.  WinvB  Oootaran,  fUrmont,  Neb. 

^.  &  M.  Oer^  Kmrin  and  Tidnitj,  Kan. 

In.  Sob«t  Bamael.  Gawker  City  and  Corinth,  Kan. 

Bw.  IMflB  C.  Wood,  Ifoand  City,  Kan. 

In.  Fndcriok  B.  Banga,  Fknnlngton  and  OakhilJ, 

lova. 
Iir.  (katft  BttchSe,  WUHamalmiv.  Iowa. 
in.Thoana  Haywood,  Elisabetb,  N.  J. 
In.  jMob  D.  Woodiufl,  North  OoOlna  and  Eden, 

1. 1. 


>*r.FiidBiek  Ciaac,  Aftoria,  Or. 

Jn.Gnarille  IL  Dexter,  Dixon,  Cal. 

^.  AivaMCae  Diahma,  Modeato  and  Oerea,  Cal. 

Jn.AlfmlT.  Jackno,WeaTervlIle,Cal.         .   _, 

>n.  htdtrick   Amy.  WUber,  Highland,  Fainriew 

^  m  BMa  Miwol-hoiMe,  Neb. 

■n.  lift  Fttw^L  AAUiMt  and  Rook  Creek,  Neb. 

^.  Cbertar  C.  Homphragr,  Boone  Connty,  Neb. 

^.  Abiam  Ifaxwiil,  Eed  Ckmd,  Batin,  Inarale, 

Bmony  and  oatatationa,  Neb. 
>«v.  DavW  GoelHaaMr,  EUiii,  Kan. 
I«v.  AJb«t  IMiaan,  Domt,  Kapla  HiU  and  UlmUm 


jn.  Jokn  Soattad,  Loolavflla,  Kan. 

iw.  Ua— rtl  M.  Beriboer,  BL  lfary*e,  Kan. 

iiv.  Lni  &  WDas,  Talby  FkllN,  Kan. 

■iMivta  8. 


Ber.  Thomaii  O.  Jonea,  Bnttorhnt  Valley,  Cambria 

and  South  Bend,  Minn. 
Rev.     Brajaniin    A.    Dean,    Sibley,    Oilman    and 

Grvi'mt,  Iowa. 
Rer.  Hermann  Flcke^  Dabnqne,  Iowa. 
Rer.  John  W.    Homer,  Bloomfleld  and    Belknap, 

lown. 
Rer.  Cadwalader  D.  Jonea,  Beacon,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Eugene  L.  Sherman,  l>rairie  City  and  Monnd 

Prairio,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Howard  8.  l^hompaon,  Kellogg,  Iowa. 
Rev.  John  W.  Donaldaon,  Hancock.  Coloma,  North 

Richmond,  Deerfleld  and  Plainfleld,  Win. 
Rev.  Nicholas  Mayne,  Jamectown.  Elkmboro.  Dickev- 

viUe  and  Lima,  Wl^. 
Rev.  Adam  Plnkerton,  Pleasant  HiU  and  Bird*s  Creek. 

Wis. 
Rev.  Nathaniel  K.  Evarta.  Dorr  Village;,  Mich. 
Rev.  Richard  Lewis,  Ludington,  Mich. 
Rev.  £lij(ha  W.  Miller,  Uuckford.  Mich. 
Rev.  Benjamin  Moore,  Mlddleville,  Mich. 
Rev.  Norman  L.  OUm,  Cryittal  and  out-sUtions,  Mich. 
R«?v.  Kdwln  W.  Shaw,  Saranac  and  vicinity,  Mich. 
Rev.  John  C.  Rybolt.  Oakalla.  III. 
Rev.  John  J.  Bond,  West  Spring  Creek  and  Spring 

Creek  Station,  Pa. 
Rev.  John  H.  Beckwith,  Munnmrille,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Ale^utnder  B.  Dilley.  Greene,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  John  H.  (Joodell,  Green  River,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Thomas  W.  Joneis  Ticonderoga,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Edward  W.  Root,  Chenango  Forks,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Jeremiah  D.  Stewart.  IJttIo  Vall^,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Samnel  II.  Rwltzrr,  Tallmam^.  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Warren  W.  Warner,  Volncy,  N.  Y. 
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Hkw  H:AMP8HIRS~f6(.00. 
Hennikflr.  LadM*  Home  MSm.  Boo^  bj 
Mm.  H.  OhUdfl, 

YBBMOMT— 15.00. 
Newtmzy,  Hon.  P.  W.  Ladd, 

MAaBAOHUSBTTB— 910.030  01. 
Mmb.  Home  MIm.  Boo.,  by  C.  Deoumd, 

Florenoa,  A.  L.  WilUaUm, 

Oknioeater,  On  aoooant  ot  ksgaoy  of  A, 
H.  Bny* 

IfoMachnaetta,  A  Friend, 

Merrimac,  A  Friend, 

Kewbaiyport,  Legapj  of  Mra.  Sarah 
Moaeley  Bmery,  bj  E.  8.  and  Rer.  W. 
O.  Hoaeley,  Bzb.,  (rettricted  by  tea- 
tator  to  apecial  ufleo), 

Northampton,  Mm.  J.  P.  WilliRtoin, 
**  Mra.  F.  B.  O.  Stoddard, 

Oxford,  Fin«,  by  B.  8.  Peaae, 

PittBfleld,  J.  F.  Nilea, 

Preacott,   Legacy   of    Mra.    Sarah   IC. 
Howard, 

Sheffield,  mon.  oon^  by  T.  O.  Wiokwira, 

Siiringlleld,  '*  A.  B.,"" 

^*  •'  Unabridged." 

Templeton,  Mm.  Maria  P.  Sabin, 

West  Bloomfleld.  Home  Miaa.  Sew.  Cir- 
cle, by  MrM.  L.  Qleaaon,  fr^ht, 

Woroeater,  8.  Piercp, 

"The  October  Gift," 


16  00 


600 
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BHODB  ISLAND— 9204.10. 

Kingaton,  Mra.  Maria  A.  Wella,  by  Rer. 

J.  H.  WelU, 
Providence,  Pilgrim,  by  W.  A.  Dudley, 

Sabbath-echool   ol    Benefl- 

cent,  by  O.  H.  Arnold, 

OONNBOTIOUT— 91*461.86. 

B«oeived  by  F.  T.  Jarman : 
Guilford,  Pint.  98S  CO 

Madiaon,  Ladies*  Cent.  Soc., 
to  oooat.  Mra.  Joaiah  Mon- 
ger and  Mra.  Bichard  Hnll 
L.M&,  0079 

Henry  Lee,  6  00 

New  HaTen,  No.  Oh.,  FHenda,    186  00 
Orange,  8  ^8 

South  Meridon,  11  60 

Berlin,  F.  Woodruff,  to  const.  Mrs.  F. 

Woodruff  a  L.  M., 
Bridgeport,  by  &  T.  Cate, 
Cromwell,  by  G.  H.  Butler, 
Greenwich,    Legacy    of    Elisabeth    B. 

Webb,  by  O.  Minor,  Ex., 
Hadlyme,  by  Bev.  M.  J.  Callan, 
Hartford,  J.  E.  Cuahman,  to  const.  Mrs. 

T.  L.  CuRhman  a  L.  M., 
Hartford,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Perkins, 
Manafleld  Center,  by  B.  P.  Barrows, 
New  Haven,  P.  B.  Dexter, 

Howard  Avenneu  by  G.  W. 

Basel, 
Mrs.  Amos  Townaend, 
W.  F.  Day, 
Norwiohtown,  Mrs.  N.  F.  Buswell,  by  B. 

A.  Huntington, 
Plainfleld,  J.  M.  Francis, 
Pomf  ret,  Mrs.  &  P.  Sabin, 
Bouthport^  by  E.  C.  Sherwood, 
Thomascon,  Mias  Phoebe  Beaoh, 
West  Hartford,  Ladiea,  by  Mrs.  C.  H. 

Flagg.  freight, 
West  Killingiy,  Mrs.  BrnOy  Blgatow,  by 

J.  D.  Big^ow, 


1,000  00 
600  00 

188 
100 
400 

18,179  48 

140  00 

60  00 

81  UO 

90  00 

60  00 

000 

60(1  00 

600  00 

86  UO 

800 
800 
600 

10  00 
144  10 

Windsor  Locks.  Ladie^  Mlaa.  Soc,  by 

Edith  Allan,  freight, 
Woodbury,  First,  by  J.  H.  Unsley, 

NEW  YORK—9660.94. 
Beoeived  by  Bev.  J.  C.  Hottnrook,  D.D. : 

Griffln*8  Mills,  96  80 

Ithaca,  89  18 

Madison,  6  00 

Norwood,  0  40 

PariHhviUe,  6  00 

Bandolph,  SO  60 

Trenum,  g  qq 


AshviUe,  by  Rev.  a  F.  Porter, 
Brooklyn,  Tompkins  Avenue,  by  D.  8.  B. 
Bennet, 
••       Union,  by  J.  Avila, 
Canacdaigua,  by  B.  G.  Tyler, 
Comaok,  by  C.  H.  Halleok. 
Dansville,  Mrs.  M.  F.  W.  Abbott, 
East  BkRnnfleld,  988;  Ladies,  960l66,  by 

Bev.  F.  Munaon, 
Bast  PhamaUa,  by  Bev.  J.  C  Clements, 
Gainesville,  by  Bev.  D.  Henderson, 
KstUcvUle,  8.  MUIer, 
Keeseville,  Mra  C.  Andrews, 
Leeds,  J   E.  8., 
Mexico,  M.  F.  Eddy, 
Mousey,  by  Bev.  G.  H.  Hick, 
Newark  Valley,  by  D.  M.  Sturtevant, 
New  York  City,  Mrn.  Parker, 
North  Java,  Firat,  by  Bev.  J.  C.  Caswell, 
Oswego,  by  D.  Q.  Fort, 
Pekin,  Misa  Abigail  Peck, 
Wadham*a  Milia,  by  Bev.  D.  K.  Pangbom, 

NEW  JERSEY— 968.00. 

Newfleld  and  North  Vineland,  by  Bev.  0. 
I         WUley, 
50  00        Pateraon,  Firrt,  by  Bev.  a  Bourne, 

PENNSYLVANIA-97a98. 

Beoeived  by  Bev.  J.  C.  Holbr  ok,  D.D. : 
Le  Bayaville,  99  60 

Potcerville,  8  00 

Indian  Bun,  921.08;  Mercer,  984.76,  by 

Rev.  8.  Manning, 
PrenUaavale,  Bev.  M.  W.  Strickland,  96 ; 

C.  L.  AUen,  SI ;  W.  Lovcjoy,  91;  C.  A. 

B.    Lovejoy,  fiCc.:  A.   P.  Lovejoy,  SBc.; 

L.  B.   lYenti&s  86c.,  by  Bev.    M.  W. 

Strickland, 


848  18 

40  00 
1  07 

70  00 

600  00 
676 

80  00 
100  00 

41  00 
90  90 

68  40 
10  00 
86  00 

90  00 
10  00 
10  90 
318  86 
10  00 

1  00 

10  00 


OHIO— 9986.66. 

BeUevue,  a  W.  Boise,  9IO;  Elvira  Boiaa, 
916.  8 

Cleveland,  On  aooonnt  of  Legacy  of  Eliaha 
Taylor,  by  J.  W.  Taylor,  Ex.,  1' 

Cohimbu8j  First,  by  M.  P.  Ford,  J 

Geneva,  First, 

Oberliu,  J.  B.  Blake,  1 

PerryBburg,  a  P.  Talman, 

PiBgah,  by  Rev.  M.  W.  Diggs, 

Talimadge,  Rev.  Luther  Shaw,  ] 

INDIANA— 9189.61. 

Liber,  by  Rev.  M.  W.  Diggs, 

Michigan  City,  by  Rev.  E.  Rent,  U 

ILLINOIS— 9168.08. 

Received  by  Rev.  M.  K.  Whittlesej : 
Jacksonville,  98O  00 

Newtown,  8  70 

OUiey,  8  18 

Plymouth,  7  99 


1976. 


208 


S6 


00 

uo 


Amn,  a  A.  ntdMOck.  fl  00 

BeeclMt;  A  Ftkad,  18  76 

CUacoi,  BedMBj,  V  Bar.  O.  P.  KimbiJl,  5  95 

DiQis  City,  FlntilvF.lf.  Elliott,  100 
(kkriMUs,  BequMtoC  F.  B.  Bartlett,  by  F. 

S.BeUowiL  61  86 
Hmnrpia,  Mm  B.  B.  BlMplnnl,  by  B«t. 

i.Baflqr,  1  00 

Hfoa,  by  D.  B.  BobUni,  17  00 

RfiokFallH^  FIsit,  by  Bar.  a.  D.  Belt,  7  00 

XnsOUBI— t&SBw 
IhrknTiDe,  by  Rer.  8.  G.  BUiott,  6  S8 

UCHIOAK— fS84.08. 

Alpna,  Lwtte^  MIm.  8oe.,  by  JaUa  7. 

IkrvcIL 
IfsadA,  Ftnt«  by  Q.  A.  True, 

BeuoDlA,  Firm,  by  B«v.  A.  L.  Orldley,  10  00 
due,  118;  FarwvU,  #18,  by  Ber.  A.  H. 

lorita,  84  00 

SMTYIIkge,  First,  by  B«t.  N.  K.  BTarts,  8  00 

lliMnvflle,  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Bnnnell,  10  00 
Jktn,  M.70  :  lUple  Ba|rf<U.  |iaiO ;  B«t. 

W.  FlBtt.  f8,  by  Bar.  W.  PlAtC,  S7  80 

*  iMmoDt  Center,  by  Ber.  G.  Dengivinond,  1  00 

QomdvlUe,  by  Ber.  8.  D.  Fry,  8  00 

laky,  Firk>by  Bev.  J.  B.  Dawwrn,  S8  00 

Uaiuasoo,  Ftn^  by  J.  O.  Beely,  68  91 

Xiiioelooa.  by  Bev.  8.  O.  Bryant,  7  S5 
OvMoo,  Fuet,  of  wbioh  from  Amos  Ooinld, 

115 :  BaT.  L.  O.  Lee,  |10,  by  A.  G.Yoanis,  64  S8 

htan,  by  Bar.  H.  L.  HnbbeU,  8  60 

tDOONSIN— f»7.01 

Beoihred  by  Bar.  F.  B.  Doe  : 
Menaiiha,  $90  8t 

Bheboygan,  21  81 


Oswego,  First,  by  Ber.  A.  Blzbj, 
Foaoe,  First,  by  Bev.  J.  Vetter, 

NEBEASKA-^06.86. 

BaoeiTed  by  Bev.  H.  M.  Gates : 
Cedar  Bluffs, 
Columbuf, 
Nebrsska  City, 
Weeping  Water, 


fBOO 
1  00 


960 
4  UO 
690 


41  64 


iMdred  by  Bar.  H.  A. 
Brodhead, 
G«oesee, 
Leeds, 

Midiam,  WoiBaii''s  Kiss. 
Shopiere,  addn, 
Bprhtg  Green,  Wdsb, 
VsUrtown, 


Boa, 


f8  16 
600 
800 
80  00 
600 
4  91 
:&69 


Albion.    18.96;     Boone,  #6.86;    Oxford, 

I9.S0,  by  Bey.  C.  C.  Humphrey, 
Creighton,  Fimt,  by  Bev.  C.  H.  Bmemon, 
Don^htister,  by  Rev.  H.  A.  French, 
Exeter  and    FriendvlUe,   by  Rev.  B.   O. 

Page, 
Harvard  and  Sntton,  by  Bev.  J.  Gray, 
Hastings,  Juniata  and  North  Hartings,  by 

Bev.  M.  F.  Piatt. 
Unwood,  by  Rev.  A.  Dresser, 
WUbur,  Rev.  F.  Alley, 

COLORADO— 116.00. 
Denver,  Rev.  F.  B.  Perkins, 

CALIFOBNLA— $i».40. 

Martines,  by  Rev.  B.  B.  Tuthill, 
Sacramento,  Mrs.  H.  M..W.  Richards, 
Tulare  City,  Ch.  of  the  Redeemer,  by  Rar. 
A.  L.  Ruikin, 

OREGON— 1184.79. 

Received  by  J.  Steele,  Trees.  Oregon  Koa^ 
MiNs.  Soc. : 
Oregon  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  #09  64 

Portland,  First,  90  S6 


84  70 

19  00 

10  00 

6  00 

10  86 
800 

10  00 
600 
800 


16  00 


16  00 
4  40 

10  00 


Albany,  |10  ;  Rev.  H.  W.  Stratton,  #5,  by 
Rev.  H.  W.  Stratton, 

WASHINGTON  TERRITORY— #19.60. 

SeatUe,  Plymouth,  by  Rev,  J.  F.  Bills, 
Semishmoo,  by  lliiv.  W.  M.  Stewart, 

HOME  MISSIONARY. 


119  79 
16  00 

760 
600 

680 


ippieion,  G.  W.  P.,  #18 ;  Mrs.  W.  J.  Allen, 

ft,  by  Miss  Ann  S.  Kimball, 
Blaboo,  Ffanst,  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Bidwell, 
DdsTsn,  by  G.  L.  CoUie. 
AeSoto.  Sterling,  Wheatlaod.  add^l,  by  Bev. 

8.H.  Thompeon, 

lOWA-|4flL9B. 
fikxNBfldd,  by  A.  Steckel, 
Bnr  Ofeen,  Miss  Lee*s    Sabbath-school 
^dsM.  by  Bev.  C.  Little, 
olrflekl,  by  Mrs.  D.  Webster, 
Witerloo,  A  Friend. 
V«tMtar  City,  by  Bev.  D.  N.  BardweO, 

lQNinES0TA-488L71. 

BiowBsviDe,  Mrs.  B.  M.  McHoee, 
Baaooek.  #9;  Monte,  #6u9;,  by  Bev.  J.  L. 

Fsoda, 
Rsvlsjr,  by  Bev.  L.  Kribs. 
Bedford.   #8 :  Bar.  J.  N.  Powell,  #6.  by 
^UeT.  J.  N.  POweO, 
WBBcapoiir,  FOgiim,  by  Bev.  C.  A  Hamp- 

tee, 
Unsootlu  by  a  M.  Cwtasaa, 
by  Bev.  J.  D.  Todd, 


by   Bar.  B.   A. 


96  68 

90  00 
96  96 
90  66 

800 


460 

60 

11  76 

600 

97  SO 


600 

8  07 
10  00 

18  00 

4  00 
14  99 

8  «9 


#10,004  07 


DonaUont  of  Clothing,  §tc 

Barton,  Vt,  Ladie«'  Cong.  Soc.,  by  Mrs.  Dr. 

ri«r<«,  bbL 
Bristol,  Ct.,  Ladies*  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  by  Mrs. 

N.  L.  Brewrter,  Soc.,  two  bbiM.,  #169  09 

Concord,  N.  H.,  I^adicH*  Sew.  Soc.,  North  Ch., 

by  S.  A.  QoMs,  bbl. 
EsHt  Hsddam,  Ct.,  Ladies  of  First  Ch.,  by 

Mrs.  B.  T.  Reed,  bbl.  end  freight, 
Hcnniker,  N.  H.,  Ladies*  Home  Miss.  Soc, 

by  Mn*.  H.  Child«,  box, 
Springfteld,  Mans.,  G.  It  C.  Merrlam,  bun- 
dle of  Ux^ks. 
Snffleld,  Ct.,  Ladies'  Soc.  of  First  Ch.,  by 

Mn.  W.  L.  Loomis,  Sec.  bbL  and  freight, 
WcMt  Brookfleld,   MaiM.,  Home   Miss.    Sew. 

Circle,  by  Mrs.  Lewin  Qleason,  bbl.. 
West  Hartford,  CU,  Mm.  C.  U.  Flagg,  bU., 
Winchester,   Maas.,    Jj^im'   West<;rn    Miss. 

KrjT.,  by  C.  W.  Abbrjit,  Sec.,  two  bbU.  sod 

freight, 
WindMjT  Locks.  Ct.,  Ladies*  Miss.  Sue,  by 

EdlUi  Allen,  Sec.,  box. 


88  00 
77  00 


72  00 

69  76 
49  00 


199  89 
103  00 


Beetipu   of  UU  MoJuarAwteOt    Uonu  MiuUmary 
SodOy,  tn  fMiUiber,  CMAai.as  DEMOfW,  Trm». 


by  Bev.  H.  Davies, 
ffiD,  #9:  Basil!,  f&JQ,  by  Bev.  J. 
J.  A.  T.  IKsoB, 

by  Bev.  CL  B.  Insfa. 

by  Bev.  O.  J.  fTheaa  i. 

byBav.  8. 


1 

1 


00 

60 


7  80 
10  06 
84  96 

19  96 


Amherst,  South,  by  II.  15.  Bridgeman, 

Ashby,  by  G.  L.  Hitchcock, 

Ayer, 

Banx^.  A  Friend, 

Bost/«.  Park  Strwt, 

Union,  by  A-  ^iay, 

ViiMr  HCTMet.  mon.  **fti», 

Charl#r«cr/wn.  Winthro|f, 

J«raair»  Fksins,  by  H.  T.  U 

Mi«s.  T^ 
Boxbofv, 


#«  00 

49  90 

600 

6  00 

6  UO 

1  VI 

10  <M 

991  m 

69  W 

40  00 

M76 


tm^t^mk 
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December,  18' 


Brooklyn,  N.  T..  Julia  A.  Frothinfftaam, 

BuckUnd,  E.  E.  Stratton, 

Califurnia,  W.  F.  Montague, 

Clinton,  Fiwt, 

Concord, 

Danvcm.  Pint,  by  Geo.  Topley,  to  const. 
Urn.  Alvira  F.  Martin,  Mn.  Sarah  Rich- 
mond, Mrs.  Mary  A.  French,  Mm.  Sarah 
H.  Preston  and  Mn.  Hannah  G.  Prince 
L.  Ma, 

Dover, 

Eadt  Hampton.  First  by  B.  D.  Lyman, 
8.  8.  of  Fir*t,  by  W.  H.  Wight, 

Emox  So.,  Conference  colL,  byBev.  J.  L. 
Hill, 

Bverett,  A  Fritmd, 

Falmouth.  Fint, 
8.  8.  of  FlTMt,  for  8.  8.  work. 

Fitch  burg,  RollKtone,  by  J.  A.  Coon, 

Framingham.  J.  A.  White, 

Franklin. 

Hadley.  L.  W.  Smith, 
North,  by  J.  C.  Howe, 

Hampden  Bon.  A>«o.,  Charles  Marsh,  Tr. : 
Chester  Center,  9 18  68 

Chicopee,  Third,  88  61 

Holyoke,  Secom),  SO  47 

Bouih  H  tdiey  Fallo,  First,  63  00 

BpHngfield,  Mm.  J.  MerrUl,  2  (N) 

Westlield,  Second,  147  98 


Heath,  by  8.  J.  Hunt, 

Holbruok, 

t21  6S 

900  00 

Yearly  ^Mqnest  of  B. 

N. 

H., 

£.  K  H.,  to  const.  ] 

Sdmund  White 

a  L.  M., 

80  00 

976  00 
600 

10  00 
148  UO 

18  76 


160  00 

7  30 

84  81 

80  00 

S3  76 

9U  OU 

907  00 

10  00 

118  UO 

60  00 

10  44 

60 

408 

969  74 
600 


Mrs.  C.  H.  Holbrook,  to  const  her  a  L.  M., 
Ipswich,  First, 

liipomiuKtcr,  North,  by  J.  FiMke, 
Littleton,  by  D.  Manning. 
Lunenburg,  by  G.  8.  Francis,  to  const  Peter 

L.  Spnulding  a  L.  M., 
Lynntteld  Center, 

South, 
Marblehead,  Fimt 
Newbury,  Home  Misi«.  Circle  of  First,  by  Mrs. 

M.    F.    Knight,   to  const.   Mrs.    Lucy  I. 

Adams  a  L.  M., 
North  Brookfleld.  First,  by  J.  E.  Porter,  to 

const   Mrs.   Alden    Batcheller  and  Mrs. 

Emma  F.  Rogers  L.  Ms., 
Norton,  by  J.  H.  Blandin, 

Sabbath  school. 
Petersham, 
Quincy, 
Reading,  Betheada, 

MissO.  M.  Damon, 
BaugUH, 
Somerville,  Broadway,  by  J.  P.   Williams, 

Tr, 
Springfield,  Sabbath-school  of  Olivet,  by  G.  R 

Harrington,  for  8.  8.  work, 
TowuNend,  by  S.  F.  Warron, 
Wellosley,  Box  78, 
WcUfloet,  Ladies'  Miss.  Soa  of  First,  by  Mrs. 

B.  Kemp, 
WeMtboro,  8abbath*iichool, 
WoMtford,  to  const.   Rev.  H.  H.  Hamilton 

a  L.  M.,  , 

Whateley,  Legacy  of  KUiot  C.  AUis,  by  A. 

PeWolf,  Ex., 
Worcester,  Old  South,  mon.  con., 
Yarmcuth,  First, 
Homo  Missionary, 


S51  69 
60  00 
15  00 
98  76 
87  76 

80  00 

17  01 

»  *M 

70  00 


80  00 


60  00 
11  UO 
90  (H) 
10  00 
46  61 
40  00 
1  00 
18  78 

99  00 

13  98 

14  00 
90  00 

8  80 
60  65 

80  00 
600  (;o 

99  88 

81  00 
4  46 


f2,998  73 


two 


DonaUowi  qf  Clothing^  elc.^  received  at  the  qiflce  qf 
the  MoHt.  Uome  Mtee.  Soc.^  Boeton, 

Ashby,  by  Mrs.  F.  W.  Wright,  barrel,  f84  00 

Brighton,  by  Mm.  O.  Fuller,  two  barrels,  116  66 

Easton,  by  Mn.  F.  Homes,  barrel,  99  00 

Falmouth,  North,  Mm.  Perry,  books,  60  UO 

Fitchborg,  by  Mn*.  M.  C.  Palmer,  barrel,  78  92 

HavcrhiU  Center,  by  Mn.  S.  Charte,  barrel,  Cd  89 


HUlsborough  Bridge,  N.  H.,  books, 
Holbrook,    by    Mrs.   C.  8.   Holbrook, 

barrels, 
HolliRton.  by  Mm.  C.  C.  Adams,  barrel, 
Hopkinton,  by  Mm.  A.  A.  Sweet  barrel, 
IpHwich,  by  Miss  Lucy  R.  Farley,  barret 
Lawrence,  Central,  by  Mrs.  H.  F.  Hopkins, 

barrel, 
Lunenburg,  barrel, 

Marlboro,  by  Mm.  E.  M.  Howe,  barrel, 
Medway.  Esft  barrel, 
Milford,  by  Mm.  A.  C.  Jones,  barrel, 
Newton  Highlandis  two  barrels. 
Newton,  L.  H.  Gnmey,  books, 
Welifleet,  Mrs.  B.  Kemp,  books, 
Westboro,  by  Miss  8.  M.  Hardy,  barrel, 
Weymouth  Union,   by    Mrs.    If.    Streeter, 

barrel, 
Wobum,  by  Mn.  8.  Trull,  barrel, 


•1^ 

IM 
is: 

IK 


Rseetpte  of  tlu  Conftetticut  Home  MUetnnarwf 
etetiff  in  October^  Jamcs  L.  Ohapmax,  TVoot. 

Abington,  by  Rev.  A.  Montgomery,  ^2 


Berlin,  Second,  Alfred  North, 

Branford,  byH.  G.  Harrison, 

Buckingham,  by  T.  D.  Gasler, 

Clinton,  by  D.  W.  Stems, 

ColUnsville,  by  E.  H.  Scars, 

EaHt  Granby,  by  J.  R.  Veets, 

East  Hartford.  add'U  K.  A.  Williams, 

Ellington,  by  E.  C.  Chapman,  |80  of  which 

to  ctmst  Sylvester  Morris  a  L.  M., 
Falls  Village,  by  C.  B.  Maltbie, 
Franklin,  by  W.  B.  Hyde, 
Georgftown,  by  E.  G.  Bennett 
Haddam  Neck,  by  D.  P.  Smith, 
Hartford,  Taloutt  Street,  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Hill, 
Hebron,  Anna  Porter, 

Friends, 
Litchflehl,  addM,  by  H.  R.  Coit 
Long  Ridge,  by  E.  H.  Parmelee, 
Lyme,  by  Rev.  fi.  F.  Burr,  D.D., 
Marlborough,  by  Rev.  O.  Bissell, 
Mtddlfto«^i,  F.r^t,  add'l,  by  H.  E.  Sawyer, 
Milton,  by  H.  R.  Coit 
Montville,  by  Rev.  A.  C.  Hurd, 
Ncwington,  by  J.  T.  KIrkham, 
New  Haven,  East  by  H.  E.  Burtlett 
North  Madison,  by  R.  H.  Gidman, 
Prospect  by  Rev.  F.  Countryman, 
Rockville,  Firet  by  E.  C.  Chapman, 
Stamford.  Firet  by  T .  Davenport  Jr., 
Tolland,  by  K  C.  Chapman, 


3; 

li 

3 


T 

i 


1< 


IS 

SI 
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Receipt*  of  the    Ohio  Home  MiMionary  Socie^ 
September  and  October^  F.  C.  Sb8SI01C8,  Tr^t* 

September: 

Claridon,  by  E.  WUmot 

Obcrlin.  Second,  add'l.  by  E.  Regal, 

Wauseon,  by  Rev.  C.  N.  Pond, 

Rcceive<I  by  Rev.  Dr.  Wok»tt,  Sec.  : 
Mesopotamia,  by  llcv.  H.  R.  Parmelee, 
Tallmadge,  Welnh,  by  W.  R.  Jamee, 
West  Farmingtou,  by  O.  L.  Wolcott, 


October : 

Bellevue,  by  W.  M.  Nims, 
Chagrin  Fall^  by  R.  W.  Walters, 
Medina,  by  Rev.  A.  T.  lieed. 
Nelson,  by  M.  G.  Fuller,    » 
Oberlln.  Second^  add'l,  by  E.  Regal, 
Piiinesville,  mid  I.  by  I.  Everett. 
Rngglcfi,  by  Wm.  C.  Gault 
Received  by  Rev.  Dr.  Wolcott  Sec. : 

Brownhelm,  by  Rev.  A.  B.  Blakeslee, 

Cedar  Narrown,  by  Rev.  L.  L.  Fay, 

Clarkxfleld,  Rev.  A.  A.  Crewman, 

Fearing,  by  Rev.  L.  L.  Fay, 

Olmstcad,  Second,  by  Rev.  Q.  M.  Bosworth, 

Paddy's  Run,  by  J.  Bcott 

Bochestor,  by  J.  H.  Fay, 
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Go, Prbach  the  Gk)SPEL Mark  Tvi.  15. 

How  shall  they  preach  except  they  be  sent  ?  .  Bam,  x.  15. 
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CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH  IN  MINNESOTA:    THE    TRUE   IDEAL 
OF  ITS  CHARACTER,   ORGANIZATION,   AND  WORK. 

k  paper  read  by  Rev.  D.  L.  Leonard,  of  Northfield,  at  the  Minnesota  General 
iference,  held  in  Austin,  Oct.  12th  to  15th,  1876.] 

Vb  need  an  ideal  in  order  that  we  may  try  ourselves,  test  our  condition,  meas- 
our  attainments,  estimate  our  shortcomings ;  and  also  that,  discovering  our 
c,  we  may  know  in  what  direction  to  push  our  advance. 

in  ideal  church  is  one  which  accomplishes  to  perfection  the  work  for  which  a 
rch  was  designed;  one  which,  in  organization,  and  management  and  work, 
>W8  no  lack  and  no  fault ;  is  all  that  a  church  ought  to  be  ;  is  nothing  tliat  a 
rch  ought  not  to  be.  And,  for  any  given  latitude  and  longitude,  at  any  given 
iod,  the  ideal  church  is  the  same  for  substance  in  spirit  and  fashion  as  the 
tract  ideal  church,  with  only  an  occasional  plus  or  minus,  a  special  prominence 
e  and  there  of  this  and  that  to  meet  special  emergencies,  or  to  match  changing 
oimstances. 

lius:  the  model  church  for  Minnesota  will  take  into  account  the  peculiar  phases 

^be  religious  problem  in  this  State,  and  so  will  not  be  an  exact  reproduction  of 

model  church  of  Vermont,  Ohio,  or  California.     And  so  all  Christian  workers 

bound  to  study  well  the  fields  in  which  they  are  called  to  toil.     Otherwise 

ch  strength  will  be  wasted.     Mere  fervor  and  zeal  will  not  suffice.     The  Acts  of 

Apostles  must  be  diligently  examined,  and  also  the  acts  of  the  founders,  the 

ly  settlers,  and  all  that  now  occupy  the  region.     Apostolic  history  is  pertinent, 

just  as  much  the  social,  political  and  religious  history  of  the  community  and 

commonwealth.     So  will  a  wise  discretion  be  gained  in  the  choice  and  the  use 

neans. 

.  It  is  then  to  be  borne  in  mind  by  us  that  we  live  in  America  and  not  Europe, 
he  West  instead  of  the  East,  and  in  the  nineteenth  century  rather  than  the  fif- 
ith  or  the  tenth,  and  even  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  nineteenth.  And  so,  in  our 
e  of  thinking  and  working,  we  must  be  American  and  not  European,  and 
rtem  instead  of  Eastern.  Forgetful  of  the  latter  fact,  more  than  one  wise  man 
nthe  East,  attempting  to  reproduce  New  England  in  the  Mississippi  valley,  has 
with  miserable  failure.  And  it  was  fortunate  that  they  did  not  succeed.  For, 
it  and  good  as  Massachusetts  undoubtedly  is,  to  set  her  down  bodily  in  Minne- 
I  would  be  as  great  a  misfortune  as  to  turn  our  manners  and  customs  loose  in 
old  Bay  State. 
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And  then  we  must  be  modern  rather  than  medieval  in  our  spirit  and  methods. 
Our  investigations  into  the  universe  of  truth  must  be  brought  down  to  date,  and 
be  revised  for  every  generation.  We  must  not  rashly  reject  modem  tactics  and  en- 
ginery— nor  old  ones  either,  of  course,  which  have  stood  the  test  of  long  trial ; 
wc  must  adopt  the  latest  improvements  in  armor  and  weapons ;  we  must  go  up 
against  the  foes  of  to-day,  and  have  at  them  in  the  Lord^s  name,  not  with  si)ears 
and  catapults,  but  with  needle-guns  and  Hotchkiss  cannon. 

II.  Our  State  is  but  young  and  at  its  beginning.  Though  admitted  to  the  Union 
eighteen  years  ago,  of  gigantic  proportions,  and  in  the  midst  of  an  astonishing 
material  and  spiritual  development,  it  is  yet  in  its  infancy.  Scarcely  the  one- 
fourth  part  of  its  territory  is  occupied.  New  settlers  are  pouring  in  ;  new  farms, 
new  churches,  new  villages  are  springing  up  on  every  hand.  We  ,have  but  few 
cities,  and  so  the  population  is  almost  altogether  rural,  agriculturaL  For  the  same 
reason  the  population  is  poor,  and.  the  chiu'ches  are  mainly  small  and  feeble.  Only 
a  handful  are  capable  of  self-support,  while  they  most  sorely  need  wise  watch  and 
tender  nursing  if  they  are  ever  to  attain  to  strength.  A  large  majority  worship  in 
school -houses,  or  church  edifices  of  the  plainest  and  cheapest  construction.  Hardly 
half  a  score  have  sanctuaries  which  would  be  called  good  ones  in  the  older  States. 
And  all  the  other  religious  institutions  are  in  the  same  estate  of  newness  and  crude- 
ness.  So  that  to  the  toilers  of  to-day  is  committed  the  burdensome  and  perilous 
task  of  making  beginnings,  laying  foundations,  setting  up  scaffolding,  shaping 
raw  materials.  Out  of  chaos  we  are  to  bring  order.  It  is  for  us  to  originate,  or  at 
least  to  organize  and  direct  forces  which  for  generations  and  centuries  are  to  speed 
on  and  on,  bearing  blessings  to  millions.  The  task  is  most  exhausting  to  muscle 
and  nerve,  and  it  also  entails  responsibilities  most  onerous  and  grave.  Little  skill 
is  required  to  build  well,  after  the  plans  and  specifications  have  been  prepared,  the 
materials  gathered,  and  the  tools  are  at  hand.  A  David  is  more  than  a  Solomon, 
though  the  latter  carries  oif  the  honors ;  just  as  the  artist  who  conceives  the  idea 
is  worthier  than  the  workman,  and  tlie  architect  than  the  builder. 

In  some  regions  it  may  answer  to  do  as  the  fathers  did,  to  trudge  along  in  the 
well-beaten  paths.  But  hereabouts  it  is  not  so.  New  paths  must  be  opened  and 
new  processes  be  set  on  foot.  And  the  constitution  of  the  pioneer  must  contain 
sublimest  stuflp.  He  needs  the  eye  of  a  prophet,  the  soul  of  an  apostle,  and  the 
heart  of  an  evangelist,  all  in  one.  It  is  for  us  to  decide  whether  the  house  of  the 
Lord  shall  be  a  hovel  or  a  palace.  On  what  foundations  it  shall  stand,  whether  of 
sand  or  rock.  Of  what  materials  its  walls  shall  be  composed — ^gold,  silver,  precious 
stones,  wood,  hay,  stubble. 

HI.  Besides,  our  population  is  heterogeneous  as  well  can  be.  **  Many  men  of 
many  minds "  occupy  our  prairies ;  men  gathered  from  many  nations  and  many 
States  of  the  Union.  In  flows  the  mighty  tide  from  across  the  Atlantic,  in  which 
mingle  streams  from  Norway,  Sweden,  Russia,  Ireland,  Scotland,  England,  Ger- 
many, Hungary,  Denmark,  as  well  as  from  Canada,  the  Middle  States,  and  New 
England.  A  Babel  of  tongues  is  here,  a  strange  medley  and  conglomeration  of 
ecclesiastical  custom,  theological  tenet,  religious  habit  and  bias,  and  all  are  equal 
before  the  law.  And  it  is  our  solemn  business,  heavenly  grace  assisting,  to  turn 
this  distracting  and  disheartenmg  Babel  of  difference  and  alienation  into  a  thrill- 
ing Pentecost  of  sympathy  and  union  and  brotherly  love.  If  we  labor  wisely  and 
patiently,  from  these  many  members  shall  be  fashioned  at  length  one  body  which 
shall  bear  the  glorious  likeness  of  Jesus,  and  shall  do  worthily  his  will  and  his 
work. 

IV.  Because  of  these  peculiarities  in  our  situation  we  need,  among  other  things, 


1877.  THE  HOME  XIBSIONABT.  307 

t  bomiftifiil  supply  of  enteprise,  and  enthusiasm  and  daring,  and  venturesomeness, 
and  aggmriTe  force ;  aomeUiing  such,  say,  as  are  found  generally  diffused  through 
the  bunneMi  life  of  the  West.  A  type  of  piety  is  demanded  that  is  not  inclined  to 
lit  down  to  rest  with  folded  hands,  taking  things  contentedly  as  they  are,  or  de- 
nring  aboye  all  else  food  and  slumber ;  but  is  stirred  evermore  with  a  noble,  un- 
rest aiid  longing,  is  passionately  fond  of  movement  and  achievement,  has  no  sort 
of  fetr  of  risk  and  peril,  of  discouragements  and  hard  work,  but  delights  in  en- 
dorance  and  battle.  Easy-going  and  unambitious  saints,  and  much  more  such,  aa 
are  weak-kneed  and  pusillanimous,  are  a  serious  hindcrance  and  dishonor  anywhere ; 
bot  m  this  commonwealth,  and  at  this  period,  they  are  egrogiously  out  of  place. 
Sons  of  Mars  and  sons  of  thunder  by  the  thousand  have  a  mission  among  us ;  men 
of  nerve,  men  of  genuine  gospel  grit,  of  giant  faith,  giant  courage,  and  a  strong 
right  arm.  The  call  is  for  a  host  of  disciples  with  minds  and  hearts  capacious 
enough  to  plan  and  execute  great  things  for  the  Master ;  for  Christian  manhood 
broad  as  our  prairies,  piety  fruitful  as  our  soil,  souls  able  to  take  in  the  remote 
fattue  and  far-off  lands  of  the  earth,  the  whole  vast  kingdom  of  the  Lord.  We 
need  a  church  which  with  eagle  eye  shall  watch  the  signs  of  the  times,  the  pillar 
of  doud  and  of  fire,  believing  with  John  Robinson  that "  God  has  much  more  light 
to  break  forth  from  his  Word,"  and  so  waits  for  the  revelation,  and  when  made, 
anon  with  joy  receives  it.  A  church,  too,  wliich  with  clarion  tones  shall  call  to 
duty,  to  war  for  the  right,  awakening  the  dull-hearted  and  the  dead  in  sins,  and 
applying  the  goad  to  the  sluggard  and  the  laggard.  A  church  which  shall  de- 
nounce all  manner  of  unrighteous  doing,  intemperance,  official  dishonesty,  politi- 
cil  corruption,  repudiation  of  State  debts,  and  the  like.  In  all  such  cases,  the  gos- 
pel cemes  not  to  bring  peace,  but  a  sharp  and  terrible  sword.  Church  credit  at 
the  bank  ought  to  be  **  first  class."  Church  debts  ought  to  be  paid  upon  the  day. 
Church  subscriptions  and  pledges  to  benevolence,  to  say  the  least,  ought  to  be 
regarded  as  sacred  and  binding  as  any  other  business  promises. 

And  yet  the  exigency  calls  not  for  a  noisy-mouthed,  boasting,  blustering  Chris- 
tianity, inclining  to  wild  ventures  and  hare-brained  experiments ;  to  run  recklessly 
in  debt  by  building  churches  and  pledging  pastors'  salaries,  while  making  no  pro- 
vision for  payment ;  inclining  also  to  mad  chase  after  novelties  in  creed  and 
coitus,  and  to  disgust  for  whatsoever  is  staid  and  homely  and  simple  and  famil- 
iar. As  always  and  everywhere,  so  here  and  now,  sobriety  is  a  cardinal  virtue, 
and  caution  and  true  conservatism.  Opposition  to  the  evil,  though  determined, 
may  yet  be  quiet,  and  fixed  choice  for  whatsoever  things  are  lovely  may  be  most 
modest  and  unpretentious.  The  essential  thing  is  that  a  church  in  a  community 
shall  be  a  faithful  and  true  witness  for  God,  a  standing  rebuke  of  all  wrong-doing, 
a  pattern  of  all  good  works. 

V.  The  ideal  church  for  this  region  must  possess  a  breadth  of  Christian  charity, 
such  as  even  yet  is  seldom  seen  under  the  sun.  A  knowledge  is  in  order,  and  sorely 
needed,  of  those  Scriptures  which  speak  earnestly  of  being  "  all  things  to  all  men,'' 
that  some  may  be  saved.  And  no  less  a  reason  and  a  conscience  which,  better  than 
the  fathers  did,  shall  draw  the  line  between  the  shadow  and  the  substance  of  the 
true  faith ;  between  the  essence  and  the  accidents  of  the  Christian  system  ;  things 
essential  and  things  non-essential  to  loyalty  to  Christ ;  or  between  the  fashion  of 
the  Kingdom — which,  like  all  fashions,  has  no  sort  of  steadfastness — and  the  King- 
dom itself,  which  cannot  be  moved.  For,  so  numerous  are  the  sects  and  the  isms, 
ao  tenacious  are  the  opinions  and  the  tastes,  that  at  many  points  there  must  be  for- 
bearance, and  sacrifice  of  what  we  like  and  would  prefer,  and  frequent  generous 
compromise— or  at  least  hearty  and  cheerful  agreement  to  disagree.  There  is  need 
weU-nigh  boimdleflB  of  interdenominational  comity.    High  among  offences  hateful 
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to  Gkxl,  becanse  bo  rainous  to  souls,  roust  be  set  partisan  narrowness,  bigotry,  exclu- 
siveness,  strife,  and  zeal  greater  for  Paul,  Apollos,  Cephas,  than  for  righteousness 
and  the  honor  of  a  crucified  Savior.  The  sectarian  call  is  to  be  classed  with  the 
howl  of  the  wolf  and  the  rattle  of  the  serpent  Its  inspiration  is  not  from  above, 
but  from  beneath.  While,  against  all  opposition,  we  stand  by  the  few  essentials  of 
gospel  faith  and  gospel  life,  Gk)d  give  us  wisdom  to  hold  the  olive-branch  as  well 
as  to  wield  the  sword,  and  a  disposition  to  bestow  the  holy  kiss  of  charity,  rather 
than  clutch  the  cudgel  of  controversy !  Oh  for  a  love  that  shall  embrace  all  races 
and  all  classes,  and  a  skill  to  adapt  our  teaching  and  our  appeal  to  great  and  small, 
rich  and  poor,  virtuous  and  vile  I  And  who  is  so  evidently  called,  because  so 
well  fitted,  to  lead  a  movement  towards  ecclesiastical  and  theological  large-heart- 
edness,  as  churches  of  our  order,  whose  polity  is  so  pliable,  and  which  have  never 
been  brought  into  bondage  to  the  letter  of  truth,  or  to  the  conclusions  and  enact- 
ments of  any  man  ?  And  surely  a  Congregational  bigot  and  stickler  for  trifles 
takes  rank  among  things  abnormal  and  monstrous. 

VI.  We  need,  also,  a  type  of  piety  that  is  sympathetic,  full  of  fellow-feeling, 
and  ready  to  communicate — a  race  of  disciples  who  have  learned  by  head  and  by 
heart  such  texts  as :  **  Bear  ye  one  another's  burdens,"  **  Weep  with  them  that 
weep,"  "  It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive."  The  precious  "  gospel  of  the 
hand  "  must  be  introduced  and  propagated — a  gospel  with  a  warm  palm  and  a  cor- 
dial grip.  Our  State  covers  a  tract  large  enough  for  an  Old  World  empire,  while  our 
churches  are  few  and  far  between,  some  five  score  to  eighty-five  thousand  square  miles^ 
or  not  much  more  than  one  to  a  county.  Naturally  enough,  our  churches  and  min- 
isters feel  alone  in  the  world,  and  are  famishing  for  lack  of  fellowship.  But  lone- 
liness is  demoralizing  always.  To  be  isolated  is  to  be  easily  tempted.  To  a  large 
majority  these  are  the  trying  days  of  small  things.  Many  are  in  the  midst  of  sore 
struggles  and  trials,  and  are  much  cast  down.  Our  western  and  northern  counties 
are  the  frontier  region,  and  the  destructive  plague  of  locusts  has  been  upon  large 
tracts  for  years  together.  So  that  among  the  great  questions  is  this  one :  How 
shall  we  get  nearer  together  in  sympathy  and  fellowship  ?  Here  is  a  theme  for 
constant  discussion.  We  need  more  specific  and  more  abundant  information  as  to 
the  touching  facts  in  the  case.  We  ought  to  train  our  thoughts  to  go  out  daily 
over  all  this  region.     We  ought  to  learn  to  pray  with  map  in  hand. 

Vn.  Besides,  the  coming  church  should  be  filled  with  men  and  women  who  have 
mastered  thoroughly  both  the  theory  and  the  practice  of  consecration  to  Christ,  of 
devotion  to  his  person  and  his  work.  Together  with  a  pulpit  which  proclaims  a 
pure  gospel,  must  be  coupled  pews  which  practise  a  pure  gospel  with  all  their 
might ;  people  who  hear  the  Word,  and  then,  with  all  diligence  and  faithfulness, 
go  out  and  do  the  same  Word ;  who  can  sing  melodiously  and  pray  with  great 
zest,  and  also  labor  abundantly  in  the  same  spirit ;  devout  in  worship,  devoted  in 
toil ;  all  ears  in  the  sanctuary,  and  all  hands  and  feet  outside  its  walls.  The  ideal 
church  makes  itself  felt  among  the  poor,  the  stranger,  the  sorrowful,  the  tempted. 
And  so  much  so,  that  if  it  should  die  (though  die  it  cannot),  there  would  be,  as  at 
the  demise  of  Dorcas,  a  general  holding  up  of  coats  and  garments,  and  a  wide- 
spread mention  of  "  good  works  and  alms-deeds  which  she  did." 

Vni.  A  further  need  there  is  of  churches  skillfully  and  thoroughly  trained  in 
Christian  benev(»lence.  This  heavenly  grace  is  not  a  gift,  but  a  growth.  It  is  not 
natural,  inborn,  but  must  be  acquired  by  the  schooling  of  months  and  years.  Kor 
is  there  any  such  thing  as  increase  in  excellence  on  the  part  of  a  church,  or  healthy 
church  development,  except  by  advance  in  this  cardinal  Christian  virtue — this 
passion  for  giving.    There  is  wealth  enough,  but  it  is  not  utilized.    The  fragments 
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are  not  gaflMred  up,  that  nothing  be  lost  In  the  East,  as  we  Westerners  often 
allege  vith  pity  mingled  with  oar  contempt,  they  watch  too  narrowly  the  inflox 
and  oatflow  of  the  coppers  But,  however  true  that  charge  may  be,  who  knows 
bow  to  bestow  more  royally  for  the  Lord's  work,  in  this  land  and  abroad,  than 
that  same  nickel-loying,  penny-pinching  New  England  ?*  If  they  economize  and 
ttTe  down  there,  it  is  that  when  the  time  comes  they  may  haye  wherewithal  to  give 
the  more.  What  a  spectacle  I  Little  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  furnishing 
half  the  amount  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  receives,  while  too  many 
in  this  broad  and  bountiful  region  simply  squander  what  they  have,  be  it  much  or 
little.  When  our  dimes  and  quarters  are  wisely  husbanded,  and  a  fair  share  of 
them  are  cast  into  the  Lord's  treasury  in  honorable  company  with  the  widows' 
mites,  there  will  be  an  overflowing  fullness.  The  secretaries  wHl  all  go  on  their 
way  rejoicing.     A  gnaid  advance  will  be  made  all  along  the  line.  ^ 

And  to  this  end  system  is  essential,  wise  method,  feasible  plan,  rniousands  upon 
thousands  are  lost  through  mere  lack  of  convenient  and  pleasant  and  regular  and 
ireqoent  opportunity  to  bestow  the  offerings.  The  difference  between  good  sys- 
tem and  no  system  is  as  great  as  that  between  large  returns  and  little.  A  church 
could  be  named  which,  in  three  years  has  given  more  than  in  seventeen  years  pre- 
ceding. Of  93,000,  91,800  belong  to  three  years,  and  91*^00  to  seventeen  years. 
Hie  enlargement  was  owing,  not  to  increase  of  numbers,  or  ability,  or  disposition ; 
bat  to  the  adoption  of  a  sensible  plan  (the  **  Minnesota  Plan  ").  There  used  to  be 
a  great  strain,  and  fret,  and  horror  of  the  contribution-box,  when  it  was  seen  but 
four  times  a  year,  or  less.  But  now  that  it  appears  regularly  every  Sunday  morn- 
ing, and  takes  rank  among  the  helps  to  worship,  it  is  a  continual  joy.  To  go 
thiOQgh  the  service  without  passing  the  hat  is  doleful  as  trying  to  sing  the  Lord's 
song  in  a  strange  land.  Rainy  days  diminish  the  receipt^  but  little,  while  unwel- 
come and  expensive  **  agents  "  are  left  without  a  valid  reason  for  being.  And  how 
much  sweeter  is  the  seiTice  of  the  sanctuary  !  Boylston,  sung  to  **  I  love  thy  king- 
dom, Lord,"  sounds  vastly  better  with  a  gift  of  money  in  every  fist.  And  **  Thy 
l^ngdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  hcnvcn,"  it  is  safe  to  assume, 
rises  far  higher  towards  the  throne  when  regularly  followed  by  a  deposit  of  the  one- 
fiftieth  part  of  the  year's  offering.  And  what  a  constant  test  it  is  of  sincerity,  and 
what  a  convincing  testimony  it  is  to  the  world  that  our  profession  is  not  altogether 
hollow  and  vain  I 


MEN  AT  THE  FRONT. 

BT  REY.  J.  W.  HOUGH,  OF  SANTA  BABBARA,  CAL. 

[A  SKETCH  of  remarks  made  at  the  Anniversary  of  the  American  Home  Missionary 
^ietj,  held  in  connection  with  the  meeting  of  the  General  Association  of  Cali- 
fornia, at  Redwood,  Oct.  5,  1876.] 

Dr.  Warren  has  just  told  us,  in  his  admirable  sketch  of  the  first  half-century  of 
the  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  where  "the  front"  lay  fifty  years  ago. 
^'aturally  we  turn  to  inquire  what  and  where  is  the  new  front,  which  must  engage 
our  attention  and  effort,  as  we  enter  upon  the  next  fifty  years. 

Southern  Galifomia  is  jubilant  over  the  opening  of  a  portion  of  the  Southern 
Pacific  Railway,  by  which  that  new  section  of  the  State  is  linked  with  this  central  and 
older  region.  That  iron  band  running  up  the  Nile-like  valley  of  the  San  Joaquin, 
boring  its  way  through  the  mountains  at  Tehatchapi  and  San  Fernando,  skirting 
the  orange  groves  of  Loe  Angeles  and  San  Bernardino,  stretches  already  out  upon 
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the  desert,  a  total  distaoce  from  San  FranciBco  of  600  miles,  to  be  increased,  ere 
the  coming  rainy  season  has  passed,  115  miles  more  to  the  extreme  south-eastern 
border  of  tlie  State.  Take,  now,  that  line,  which  lies  wholly  in  Calif omia — wholly 
in  that  part  of  California  south  of  the  Sacramento  river — and  lay  it  down  anywhere 
in  the  East.  Let  the  Secretaries  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society — that 
grand  organization  which  is  so  largely  the  mother  of  us  all,  and  which  in  this  cen- 
tennial era  is  just  rounding  out  the  first  fifty  years  of  its  magnificent  history — let 
those  Secretaries  borrow  this  line  of  700  miles  and  more,  lay  down  one  end  of  it  at 
their  rooms  in  the  Bible  House,  in  New  York,  and  stretch  out  the  other  end  any- 
where. Carried  to  the  north- east,  it  would  reach  beyond  the  State  of  Maine, 
beyond  the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  and  rest  on  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence 
Carried  in  the  opposite  dii*ection,  it  would  strike  the  sand-skirted  shore  of  the 
Carol inas,  not  far  from  Fort  Sumter.  Swept  around  as  a  radius,  it  would  traver« 
New  England,  the  Canadas  and  lower  Michigan,  skirt  the  eastern  border  of  Illinois, 
sweep  the  Cumberland,  and  cross  the  State  of  Georgia,  as  Sherman  crossed  it  ii 
his  "  march  to  the  sea."  Yet  this  radius,  whose  sweeping  curve  would  enfold 
some  eighteen  States,  is  no  national  line ;  it  is  our  own  private  affair,  the  most 
direct  path  from  yonder  gateway  of  gold  to  one  extreuNty  of  our  State.  Ask 
yourselves,  now,  how  many  times  must  that  line  be  repeated  to  reach  from  Fori 
Yuma  to  Vicksburg,  from  Puget  Sound  to  the  upper  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  or, 
north  and  south,  from  where  Gen.  Crook  fought  the  Apaches  in  New  Mexico  tc 
where  he  is  now  hunting  the  Sioux  in  Montana.  There  lies  the  new  front.  There 
are  to  be  churches  and  parsonages,  sewing-societies  and  auxiliaries  of  the  Woman'f 
Board,  schools  and  colleges  all  the  way  from  the  cafions  of  the  Colorado  to  th< 
Black  Hills,  from  the  Dalles  of  the  Columbia  to  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
to  plant  them  there  is  to  be  the  next  fifty  years'  work  of  the  American  Home 
Missionary  Society,  and  of  the  men  whom  they  send  to  the  front 

And  have  you  noticed  how  soon  in  the  sweeping  years  the  front  becomes  th< 
base  ?  I  have  hardly  thought,  sir,  of  growing  old ;  yet  I  was  quite  a  lad  when  Dr 
Hawes,  of  blessed  memory,  was  invited  to  the  charge  of  an  infant  church  in  th< 
then  infant  town  of  Chicago.  He  wrote  to  a  friend  to  inquire  where  Chicago  tocu 
and  learning  that  it  was  located  in  a  swamp,  near  Fort  Dearborn,  on  the  westen 
side  of  Lake  Michigan,  he  prudently  declined  the  call.  There  are  men  before  me 
not  to  speak  of  Dwight  Hunt,  or  the  sainted  Lacy,  who  could  tell  you  when  yonde 
metropolis — which  throbs  to  the  tread  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  people,  whoa 
Golden  Gate  opens  to  the  commerce  of  the  Orient,  whose  churches  are  alread] 
mothers  of  churches,  and  whose  Christian  infiuence  is  felt  everywhere  from  Sal' 
Lake  to  the  compounds  of  Hong  Kong,  was  only  a  cluster  of  sand-hills  skirtec 
with  tents  and  adobes.  The  skirmish  line  to-day  becomes  to-morrow  the  base  o: 
supplies.  • 

Stationed  along  that  new  railway  of  which  I  have  spoken,  and  which  forms  ii 
part  the  front  which  we  are  to  guard,  are  four  men,  and  did  not  their  presence 
here  forbid,  I  would  hold  them  up  to  you  as  representative  "  men  at  the  front" 
My  eye  falls  on  one  of  them,  whose  field  lies  in  the  great  San  Joaquin  basin,  and 
who  is  equally  at  home  whether  squaring  timber  for  his  church  or  logic  for  hif 
pulpit,  whether  handling  shingles  or  syllogisms — the  indefatigable  bishop  of  Tu- 
lare. Two  hundred  miles  beyond  you  have  stationed  another,  who  is  laboring  to 
make  the  City  of  the  Angels  worthy  of  its  name,  and  who  could  tell  you  how  the 
front  looks  when  seen  amid  palm  trees  and  orange  groves  and  the  clusteiing  rail- 
ways and  unfolding  resources  of  the  future  metropolis  of  our  southern  coast.  Id 
all  the  region  beyond,  a  region  larger  than  the  half  of  New  England,  we  have  two 
ine]i--oar  young  brother  in  whose  hand  the  rifle  and  the  pen  are  equally  effective^ 
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aadvlioby  that  BiTeraide,  whose  waters  are  transforming  an  upland  sheep  pas- 
tm  iBto  a  aerieB  of  gardens  and  orchards  that  remind  you  of  Damascus,  holds 
fortk  that  water  of  life  which  can  make  a  human  desert  to  blossom  as  the  rose. 
Koi  fai  from  him  toils  the  faithful  worker  who  has  just  dedicated  a  Congrega- 
tioBil  diorch  to  Christ  in  the  old  Mormon-planted  town  of  San  Bernardino,  and 
wiio  loeia  oat  through  the  San  (Jorgonio  Pass  to  that  almost  untouched  El  Dorado 
—tint  second  Nevada,  the  territory  of  Arizona.  Four  men  I  Suppose  four  men 
were  set  to  hold  the  country  between  New  York  and  Chicago  I 

Edi  it,  did  I  say  ?  I  should  hayo  said  mould  it  For  your  man  hi  the  front  is 
flie  tnie  organizer  of  society.  It  were  a  waste  of  words  to  describe  to  a  California 
audience  that  human  mosaic,  that  curious  admixture  of  elements  and  forces  that 
gither,  miasnmilat^  and  uncrystallized,  in  the  forming  settlements  along  the 
frontier.  Western  Europe  and  Eastern  Asia,  as  well  as  every  portion  of  our  own 
£srt,  send  their  rills  to  swell  the  human  stream.  Ignorance  of  every  grade  is 
tkere,  and  culture  often  surprises  you  in  unexpected  places.  Riding  over  a  large 
aadio  some  time  since,  I  met  a  sheep-herder  who  in  other  days  had  represented 
tlus  nation  at  a  foreign  court,  and  who  was  reading  Coleridge  under  a  live-oak 
tree,  while  his  sheep  were  gathering  burr-clover  on  the  hillside.  Coming  up  the 
eont,  the  other  day,  I  shared  my  state-room  with  an  exile  from  Ckrmany,  now  a 
nerehant  on  the  extreme  front,  in  former  days  a  political  editor  of  recognized 
inflQeiice — a  man  who  had  sufficient  courage  and  sufficient  love  for  his  adopted 
eoimtiy  to  rise  in  his  seat  at  a  Canadian  tlieater,  and  demand  that  the  band,  which 
Ittd  opened  the  performance  by  playing  **  Dixie,*'  should  follow  it  with  **Tbe  Star- 
SpiBgled  Banner,'^  and  who  would  be  just  as  likely  to  demand  that  the  minister, 
who  had  just  preached  on  the  doctrine  of  Election,  should  preach  next  on  the 
doctrine  of  Evolution.  So  are  the  incongruous  elements  mingled :  sons  of  Yale 
orHsrrard  with  Hoosiersand  Texans,  graduates  from  Heidelberg  or  Berlin  with 
^ea  and  Spaniards,  men  who  are  familiar  with  Renan  and  Darwin  with  men 
wlwac  highest  literature  is  the  New  York  ledger  or  the  IMice  QaztUe,  Out  of 
^Itte  materials  society  is  to  be  shapecL  Of  them  schooLs  are  to  be  born.  Among 
tittk  the  Imttle  of  temperance  is  to  l>e  fought.  From  them  is  to  be  wrought  that 
<inuupotent  force  in  American  life,  public  opinion.  What  an  errand  it  is,  then, 
vhen  you  single  out  a  man  and  send  him  forth  with  this  commission :  "  Go  down 
>iQong  the  seething,  unshaped  forces,  and  bring  to  bear  upon  them  the  mightiest 
power  for  the  shaping  of  human  character  this  world  has  ever  seen — the  gospel  of 
Jttos  Christ :  " 

Sorely,  if  any  man-  needs  to  be  panoplied  with  the  whole  armor  of  €rod,  it  is  the 
•*««  at  the  front.     If  it  requires  no  inconsiderable  skill  to  guide  the  locomotive  on 
^  iron  rail,  what  equipment  should  he  have  who  must  needs  grade  his  road- 
bed, forge  out  his  railway  bars,  and  construct  his  own  engine  ?    If  the  minister  of  a 
Kew  England  parish,  who  collects  his  willing  congregation  in  a  well-appointed 
sanctuary,  with  the  inspiring  influences  of  a  New  England  Sabbath  around  him, 
and  the  accumulative  power  of  generations  of  Christian  training  pouring  through 
^  hearts  of  his  hearers  as  the  Gulf-stream  through  the  ocean,  yet  has  need  for  all 
'be  vigor  of  a  disciplined  intellect,  and  all  the  attractions  that  divine  grace  c:in 
gather  upon  his  manhood^  what  resources  shall  suffice  for  the  man  who  must  com- 
pete for  his  aodience  with  the  bar-room  and  the  race- course,  and  who,  ere  he  can 
have  either  the  quiet  of  a  Sabbath  or  the  luxury  of  a  church,  must  create  the 
atmoq>here  of  tbe  one  and  fashion  the  materials  for  the  other  ?    You  can  no  more 
carry  a  frontier  commonity  by  theological  essays  than  you  can  plant  an  orange 
giofe  among  the  glacien  of  Ht  Shasta.    The  mere  maker  of  sermons  can  no  more 
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take  a  frontier  town  and  hold  it  for  Christ  than  a  maker  of  Springfield  musket 
could  have  captured  Riphmond.  Your  man  at  the  front  must  be  a  general,  a 
organizer,  full  of  resources,  fertile  in  expedients,  a  live,  earnest,  broad,  facil< 
flexible  man,  a  man  to  see  and  seize  his  opportunities,  a  man  who  can  handle  me 
individually  or  in  masses,  a  man  who  can  hold  his  own  in  argument  with  an  infidf 
blacksmith  over  the  anvil,  or  fasten  the  truth  like  a  nail  in  the  mind  of  a  scoffin 
carpenter  by  his  work-bench. 

In  one  word,  the  man  at  the  front  should  be  of  the  Pauline  stamp.  Jamc 
doubtless  had  need  of  large  wisdom  in  the  guidance  of  the  mother  church  at  J< 
rusalem,  but  they  were  rarer  qualities  that  Paul  carried  to  his  work.  The  ma 
who  could  catch  the  ear  of  cultivated  Athens  on  Mars  Hill ;  who  could  face  a  mo 
on  the  staircase  at  Jerusalem ;  who  could  make  answer  in  courtly  phrase  befoi 
Agrippa ,  who,  when  shipmaster  and  centurion  had  both  lost  their  heads  in  tli 
storm  at  sea,  could  take  up  the  tangled  thread  of  affairs  and  give  directions  thi 
secured  the  safety  of  all  on  board ;  who,  refusing  always  to  boast  any  other  man 
line  of  things  made  ready  to  his  hand,  pressed  on  from  Antioch  to  Ephesus,  f roi 
Ephesus  to  Corinth,  from  Corinth  to  Rome,  and  ever  as  he  went  left  churches,  8 
so  many  beacon-fires,  blazing  behind  him,  till  his  path  shone  like  a  track  of  ligl 
half  around  the  Mediterranean — the  great  Apostle  to  the  Gentiles,  is  our  ideal  o 
the  man  at  the  front. 


^HfiUnixv^    SnUlUpntt. 


WASHINGTON, 
/ftjf .  J.  F,  Ellis,  Seattle. 

HIS  KBW  FIELD. 

I  find  here  a  little  society  apparently 
united  and  determmed,  disposed  to  give 
me  earnest  and  undivided  support  The 
church  is  intelligent  and  enterprising. 
Its  spirituality  I  suppose  it  is  my  prov- 
ince to  try  to  increase. 

Seattle  is  an  intensely  active  little  city, 
but  the  people  are  not  church-goers. 
The  gross  and  vulgar  infidelity  of  Vol- 
taire and  Paine  prevails  too  widely; 
liquor  floods  nearly  everything  good,  and 
religious  indifference  paralyzes  the  mass 
of  the  population.  So  you  see  that  our 
progress  must  be  slow.  There  is  no  such 
thing  as  a  spontaneous  movement  towards 
the  Kingdom ;  but  we  are  gaining,  and 
tliat  is  encouraging.  All  agree  that  the 
moral  conditions  are  becoming  percepti- 
bly better,  and  it  is  our  purpose  to  put 
all  our  energy  into  this  forward  move- 
ment. Tour  prayers  and  the  prayers  of 
the  churches  will  help  us. 


CALIFORNIA. 
jR».  J.  T,  Wills,  Hayvxurds, 

8UMMEB  VISITORS. 

Just  before  the  quarter  closed,  I  wa 
stricken  down  with  a  long  and  severe  at 
tack  of  typhoid  fever.  It  had  been  ; 
quarter  of  unusual  prosperity  to  th 
church;  the  congregation  grew,  an< 
great  interest  was  manifested  in  the  sei 
vices.  We  generally  dread  the  summe 
months  for  our  church  work.  Larg 
numbers  come  over  from  San  Franciso 
and  Oakland  to  find  a  summer  resor 
here.  They  bring  their  families,  whil 
they  continue  to  attend  to  their  busines 
in  the  city,  and  come  over  every  evening 
twenty-one  miles  by  railroad.  Too  man] 
of  them  make  Sunday  a  day  of  pleasure 
not  only  staying  away  from  worship  them 
selves,  but  often  keeping  our  own  peopli 
at  home.  Many  of  these  are  church 
members,  but  we  have  been  forced  t< 
think  sometimes  that  tliey  had  left  theii 
religion  at  home,  for  instead  of  belpinj 
us  they  have  often  very  much  grierec 
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and  diMxranged  lu  by  their  condact. 
lad  nmuBo;  however,  we  had  a  better 
dan  of  Tuitors  and  church-members, 
wholidped  the  caoae  of  Christ  by  their 
pRsowe  at  church  and  in  other  ways. 
¥br  tius  we  were  Tery  thankful  to  them 
and  to  oor  Father  in  heaven. 


WYOMING. 
Bro.  0.  Jf.  Samdgri^  Cheyenne. 

▲  TRAB'8  PBOORB88. 

Wkh  thia  date  I  am  to  close  my 
Kport  for  the  year.  I  have  little  else 
thn  splinters  of  the  work  of  the  year 
to  gire.  Within  that  time  this  church, 
vhoie  house  had  been  closed  for  the  two 
pnrioos  years — most  of  that  time — 
iboie  Sunday-school  had  been  disband- 
4  tad  whose  prayer- meeting  was  but  a 
Batter  of  the  past,  and  which  had  been 
^mach  discouraged  and  disheartened 
by  its  failure  to  obtain  a  pastor,  has  in- 
cnseed  in  membership  from  17  to  86 ; 
its  congregation  now  equals  in  attend- 
UKe  anj  in  the  city;  its  Sunday-school 
ftTenges  60  or  more,  and  makes  an  offcr- 
u>g  of  $3  a  Sabbath.  A  weekly  prayer- 
OMeting  has  been  regularly  sustained, 
irith,  usually,  a  prayer-meeting  on  the 
Sabbath;  its  edifice  has  been  repaired 
to  the  amount  of  $300;  a  pipe  organ 
lx>Qgfat  and  paid  for,  costing  over  $700 ; 
ttda  parsonage  bought,  costing  $1,800^ 
Bot  yet  paid  for.  The  church  has  itself 
i'kM,  all  told,  over  $2,200,  which  equals 
$130  to  each  male  member.  None  of  them 
•fe  men  of  wealth — most  of  them,  in- 
deed, are  young  men  just  starting  in 
^'uioeaB.  We  feel  that  we  have  much 
for  wMch  to  give  thanks. 

SPnUTUAL  BB8ULT8. 

As  regards  ^ritual  results,  my  report 
^troubled  me.  I  do  trust,  however,  that 
tvo  souls  have  been  led  to  the  cross  of 
Christ  to  *'  heMd  ths  Lambr  during  the 
year.  My  people,  some  of  them  at  least, 
^ve  grown  in  grace  daring  the  year ;  the 
people  oatside  the  church  are  more  gen- 
CBdly  intererted  in  chnrdi-going.     It 


docs  seem  to  me  that  the  moral  tone  of 
the  community  has  been  raised. 

STILL  NBRD8  AID. 

And  now,  as  to  the  year  before  us.  I 
have  hoped  that  we  should  be  able  to 
get  along  with  much  less  help  in  the 
coming  year  than  was  given  us  in  this ; 
and  we  should,  but  for  this  Indian  trouble 
and  the  removal  of  several  of  my  best 
young  men  to  the  Black  Hills.  The  par- 
sonage is  bought,  and  the  attempt  is  to 
be  made  to  pay  for  it  in  two  years.  With 
this  on  their  hands,  I  did  not  feel  that  it 
would  be  right  for  me  to  demand  that 
my  people  increase  their  amount  towards 
my  salary.  They  are  doing  to  the  ut- 
most  for  the  church,  and  are  getting  it 
upon  a  good  Viasis.  The  church  lots  are 
valuable  and  the  building  fair,  and  when 
all  are  paid  for  the  church  will  be  nicely 
fixed.  The  past  year  has  been  a  very 
expensive  one  for  me.  What  I  pold  at 
Waukegan  went  for  comparatively  noth- 
ing ;  what  I  have  bought  here  has  been 
at  high  prices.  Soon  after  our  arrival 
3Ir.  S.  came  down  with  lung  fever,  and 
was  very  sick  for  a  month  or  more. 
It  costs  something  to  he  sick  in  Cheyenne. 
I  have  spent  some  money  in  the  interest 
of  the  churches,  attending  fellowship 
meetings.  I  think  that  the  church  here 
has  shown  itself  worthy  of  liberal  aid. 
This  year  I  desire  to  do  more  mission 
work.  I  am  anxious  to  see  more  Congre- 
gational churches  in  Wyoming.  The  call 
comes  from  the  UilU. 


DAKOTA. 

Bn,  8.  Sheldon,  General  Mieeionary, 

A  MOIST  JOURNEY. 

Hy  time  this  quarter  has  \feen  largely 
occupied  in  strengthening  a  few  destitute 
churches  at  too  great  a  distance  from  my 
home  to  be  reached  very  often,  and  in 
bringing  other  churches  up  to  the  idea 
that  they  are  to  ask  less  from  the  Society 
year  by  year,  till  they  become  self-sup- 
porting. The  needful  travel  has  brought 
its  "  perils  of  waters.^'  Rains  have  flooded 
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the  lowlands,  and  for  miles  and  miles  are  suffering  want    I  recall  the  stmgg] 

nearly  every  step  was  up  to  the  horses^  and  exposure  of  two  years  ago,  to  pre 

girths.       On   reaching    the    Vermillion  vide  for  the  necessities  of  those  peop] 

river,  the  bridge  was  gone.     Under  or-  whose  crops  were  destroyed.     The  d 

dinary  circumstances  there  would  have  struction  now  is  not  quite  as  complete  i 

been  no  difficulty  in  fording  the  stream,  general,  but  A  few  have  been  left  entire! 

but  now  it  was  a  little  doubtfuL    For  a  destitute.     If  you  can  throw  out  a  hii 

moment  I  hesitated,   but    plunged  in,  for  our  help,  it  will  be  thankfully  appn 

deeper  and  deeper  at  every  step,  till  the  ciatcd.      We  have  already  strained  oi 

water  came  over  the  backs  of  the  horses,  limited  means  and  ability  to  the  utmos 

Well,  they  can  swim  for  a  few  rods,  I  and  allowed  ourselves  to  incur  a  litt) 

thought,  when  they  began  to  rise  out  of  debt  to  help  our  neighbors.     It  looks  f 

the  water,  and  the  opposite  bank  was  though  we  must  retrench  in  this  partict 

reached.     Oncefairly  overl  drewalong,  lar  luxury  of  distributing,  unless  Prov 

thankful  breath  of  relief.  dence  shall  send  us  means.     Tet  in  th 

The  next  day  Turkey  Creek  lay  across  there  is  surety ;  the  business  that  is  i 

my  pathway.    There,  too,  the  bridge  had  God^s  hands  must  be  sustained. 

been  swept  away.    Following  the  stream  harrow  escape. 

down  a  little,  I  found  an  old  fordlnff  -nr   v             •                         i 

,         »  A   ,    \    ,      ,                         ,     *  We  have  agam  very  narrowly  escape 

place,  but  both  banks  were  very  steep,  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^     ^^^  ^^ 

and  the  water  very  high.     Bemg  exceed-  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^ 

ingly  anxious  to  cross,  and  perhaps  a  lit-  ^^^^  ^^^  j  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^ 

tie  venturesome  under  the  circumstances,  j  ^^^  ^^„  .^  ^^^^  ^y^^^^  twenty  mUi 

I  gave  the  word  and  my  noble  team  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^             ^^^  ^  ^^^  ^ 

went  bravely  m,  puUing  the  vehicle  be-  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^  j  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^ 

hind  them,  tiU  the  waters  only  left  their  ^^^  .^  ^^^^^      B^^  ^  j^^^  Providenc 

heads  in  sight.    But  we  were  not  long  in  had  brought  four  or  five  neighbor  to  th 

once  more  reaching  Urrafirma,  at  which  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  their  efforts  and  my  wife 

I  was  doubly  rejoiced.  ^j^^  ^^^  ^^  y^^^^^  ^^^^  ^j^5     y^  i^  ^ 

This  trip  of  200  mUes  resulted  m  the  ^^em  a  terrible  struggle  and  some  scorcl 

Tisitmg    and    strengthening  of  several  ^^^     ^he  danger  was  seen  by  seveni 

churches  at  present  without  pastors,  the  ^^j^^^s  who  hurried  in  to  help,  and  abou 

organization  of  one  new  church,  and  a  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^^ 

hearty  response  of  all  whom  I  consulted  as  ^^  ^^  ^j^^  ^ ^^  '^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  y^^^ 

to  our  systematic  plan  of  benevolence  for  ^he  men  took  off  their  coats  and  use 

carrymg  forward  the  Lord's  work.  ^y^^^  ^^  ^j^jp  ^^^  t^^  ^^     jf  y^^  y^^^ 

seen  prairie  fires  and  men  fighting  them 

Bev.  G,  8,  Codington,  Medary.  you  well  know  that  it  is  no  child's  plai 

«,^«-«.«  .-^  «^«r»,..«^  Thi8  is  oj^e  more  marked  instance  c 

WINTER  Ain>  POVERTY.  .     ^u-    x        ^ 

,„.  ,     .            ,     ,  .            .    X,     *  God  8  care  over  us  m  this  frontier  regioi 

Wmter  1.  now  looking  n.  in  the  face,  ^^^  j.^^  ^^  ^^U   „,    mercies,  an, 

and  many  of  our  people  are  very  poor.  t^„^^  ^.^  ^  consciou.  of  eome  trial 

I  hare  no  heart  to  try  to  coUect  even  the  ,„^  prf^ations,  we  rejoice  in  the  kindne. 

smaU  amountdue  me     I  am  constramed  ^^  ^  ^^  „„^  p.^^^^^  .^  ^^^^ 

to  make  an  appeal  for  help  for  two  or 

thi'ee  families  here  who  are  in  extreme  ^■"""■" 

need.     We  have  to  administer  in  tempo-  NEBRASKA. 

ral  as  well  as  spiritual  things.    We  can-  ^^'  ^-  Woolman,  Aurora, 

not  enjoy  even  the  limited  comfort  of  locusts. 

our  own  home,  which  is  poor  compared  A  good  brother  a  short  time  since  said 

with  many  of  the  poor  people's  homes  of  "  I  hope  the  good  Lord  will  keep  th 

the  East,  while  our  friends  and  neighbors  grasshoppers  from  our  crops,  so  that  w 
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cm  do  better  by  our  minister.''  But  the 
Imppen  came  in  greater  numbers  than 
efer  before  through  this  region  of  coun- 
try, blighted  onr  temporal  prospects, 
damped  the  zeal  of  some,  and  crippled 
our  efforts  in  many  respects  in  the  Mas- 
ter's csose.  Most  of  the  people  here  are 
in  debt  from  the  effects  of  the  scourge 
two  years  ago,  so  that  they  have  to  sell 
whit  little  grain  they  have,  scarcely  hold- 
ing enough  for  bread  to  keep  the  wolf 
from  the  door.  Even  the  commonest 
dothing  is  out  of  the  question  altogether, 
and  for  the  want  of  it  many  are  kept 
away  from  church,  and  must  suffer  this 
coming  winter.  I  felt  cut  to  the  heart 
litdy,  in  visiting  a  poor,  earnest  Christian 
brother  who  with  eight  in  family  is  strug- 
^ing  to  build  up  a  home.  He  had  just 
bad  bis  team  taken  from  him  on  a  chat- 
td  mortgage,  which  he  could  not  meet 
on  account  of  failure  in  his  crops  for 
tbree  years  past.  Three  of  his  children 
were  crying  to  go  to  Sunday-school,  but 
todld.  not  because  they  had  nothing  but 
ngs  to  cover  them.  The  oldest  girl  and 
ber  mother  have  but  one  pair  of  shoes  be- 
tween them,  and  wear  them  in  turns  to 
iBceting.  This  is  a  sad  picture,  but  it 
>bow8  the  situation  of  one  of  the  deacons 
^  onr  church,  an  earnest  worker  in 
tbe  canse.  But  there  is  a  brighter  side. 
Hoat  of  the  people  are  plucky,  have 
iaith  in  the  country,  and  are  determined 
to  bold  on  a  little  longer,  saying  they 
cannot  think  that  Nebraska  was  made 
^or  the  Indian  and  the  buffalo  only. 


Sec.  K  Bate$,  Plyrrumth, 

THE  IXXTUSTS  AGAIN. 

I  am  sorry  to  record  again  locust  de- 
vastations— not  as  serious  as  two  years 
agOf  yet  very  damaging  and  discouraging 
to  farmers.    The  com  was  at  least  half 
dcBtroyed.    Had  they  come  as  early  as 
before,  they  would  have  stripped  every- 
thing.   The  innumerable  invading  hosts 
>wq)t  off  all  our  onions,  beets,  turnips, 
cabbages,  paranips,  squashes,  pumpkins, 
etc.,  unless  they  were  in  great  haste  res- 
cued.   One  yoong  many  raising  onions 


for  market,  expected  500  bushels.  This 
vegetable  is  a  special  favorite  with  the 
locusts,  and  they  soon  blackened  his  field, 
so  that  with  all  the  help  he  could  obtain 
he  saved  less  than  200  bushels,  many  of 
these  imperfect. 

This  will  cripple  us  again,  and  with 
our  recently  assumed  burden  of  buying 
our  church  building,  we  shall  be  sorely 
straitened.  I  fear  very  much  the  effects 
of  this  new  invasion  on  some  of  our  set- 
tlers. Yet  we  can  still  "trust  in  the 
Lord,"  with  the  promise  that  we  **  shall 
dwell  in  the  land  "  and  that  **  verily  we 
shall  be  fed.^'  Some  of  our  people  ex- 
pect to  spend  the  winter  with  friends 
East ;  but  I  trust  they  will  all  return,  for 
I  believe  this  is  a  good  country,  and  that 
it  will  eventually  be  a  flourishing  and 
prosperous  one.  I  wish  to  help  hold  it 
for  God. 


KANSAS. 
Bev,  C,  8,  Irwin,  CeiitraUa, 

STILL  IN  TBOUBIiE. 

Weekly  offerings  on  the  "  card  plan," 
bid  fair  to  be  a  success.  This  church 
last  year  paid  to  your  Society  but  $5.05 ; 
I  am  now  able  to  report  $10.00  in  hand, 
with  expectation  of  doubling  the  amount. 
Although  my  congregations  are  still  in- 
creasing, and  the  churches  are  well 
pleased  with  their  prospects,  I  am  able  to 
get  but  a  portion  of  even  the  amount 
promised  by  the  people.  Kansas  has  had 
so  much  of  "  hard  times ''  that  I  fear  the 
people  have  become  accustomed  to  the 
great  apology.  Now  that  the  grasshop- 
pers have  covered  the  land  again,  de- 
stroying the  faU  sowing  of  small  grains, 
and  depositing^gs  by  countless  millions 
for  progeny  to  lick  the  platter  clean 
next  spring,  people  who  must  depend 
upon  other  people^s  plenty  and  generosi- 
ty must  continue  in  disappointment 

But  whilst  the  Master  in  his  wisdom 
allows  us  to  l>e  shorn  closely,  and  com- 
pels us  to  for^o  not  only  things  which 
people  of  simple  habits  wish  but  actually 
need,  even  for  comfort  and  health,  yet 
he  blesses  us  in  spirit    Among  the  peo- 
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pie  outside  there  seems  to  be  more  respect 
for  the  church  and  spiritual  things. 
In  the  valley  of  the  Nemaha  I  found 

the    feeble    church    at without 

preaching,  and  almost  broken  up  i^y 
removals  and  death.  It  seemed  about 
to  be  choked  by  "  Hard-Shell  Baptiste" 
— no  myth,  but  an  actual  bodily  pres- 
ence, in  this  Centennial  year,  to  oppose 
Sunday-schools,  missionary  work,  and 
everybody  and  everything  but  the  elect 
under  the  water.  I  have  been  preaching 
there  every  two  weeks,  when  I  could 
cross  the  stream.  Many  people  there 
(among  them  some  in  Baptist  families), 
say  they  like  **  preaching  that  is  not  all 
the  running  down  of  other  denomina- 
tions." The  little  church  there  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  to  perish. 


Hgv.  n.  Myers,  Alma, 

REVIVAL. 

Our  meeting  here  has  now  continued 
for  nine  days.  God  has  most  gloriously 
poured  out  his  Spirit  More  than  fifty 
persons  have  risen  to  show  their  deter- 
mination to  devote  themselves  to  Christ^s 
service.  Many  of  our  best — and  some 
of  our  worst — citizens  have  come  and  are 
coming  into  the  kingdom.  What  the 
extent  of  the  work  will  be,  I  cannot  fore- 
see. It  does  not  flag  as  yet  So  far  I 
have  had  no  ministerial  help. 


MINNESOTA. 
Beo.  A,  J.  Drake,  8t,  Charles, 

RBAGHED  SBLF-BUFPORT. 

As  this  is  my  last  report  from  St. 
Charles,  let  me  say  how  encouraging  it  is 
to  us  to  find  our  congregation  rising 
from  about  thirty  to  fifty,  as  it  was  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  to  150  and 
200,  as  it  is  now.  Our  membership,  too, 
has  more  than  doubled,  as  there  were 
only  about  thirty-five  resident  members 
when  we  began  the  year,  and  we  have 
received  forty.  Others  expect  to  unite 
shortly.  With  grateful  hearts  we  sing, 
••Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us." 
And  now  that  the  church  has  voted  to 
raise  the  salary  alone,  in  its  behalf  I 


would  express  to  you  our  great  gratitude 
for  tlie  fostering  care  and  assistance 
your  Society  has  given.  Without  that 
help  our  present  large  and  increasing 
congregation,  our  fine  church  edifice, 
our  fiourishing  Sabbath-school,  could 
never  have  existed.  Thanks  then  to  you, 
and  to  all  our  brethren,  who  have  so 
nobly  aided  you  in  this  grand  and 
blessed  work ! 


IOWA. 
Bet.  B.  A,  Dean,  Sibley. 

THE   SCOURGE. 

The  first  part  of  this  quarter  families 
came  and  houses  word  built ;  but  near  the 
last  oHt  an  immense  host  of  grasshoppers 
poured  in  from  the  north,  staying  about 
two  weeks,  taking  about  ^ree- fourths  of 
all  the  crops,  and  laying  innumerable 
eggs*  which  will  neither  hatch  this  year, 
nor  be  eaten  up  to  any  extent  by  **  grubs  " 
or  **  parasite  bugs."  I  suppose  these 
eggs  will  average  here  (over  a  region 
100  miles  square)  2,000  to  each  square* 
foot,  on  most  of  the  "  stubble  ground " 
and  **  breaking."  In  one  place  (a  garden) 
there  were  estimated  to  be  on  one-quarter 
of  a  square  foot  about  1,260  eggs !  I  ex- 
amined that  ground  and  doubt  not  the 
count  was  right  There  has  not  been  one- 
twentieth  of  a  full  com  crop.  As  to  other 
crops,  probably  wheat  is  the  best,  and  we 
shall  have  some  to  spare,  not  much,  be- 
sides our  bread  and  seed.  Hay  will  be 
used  much  for  fuel  again.  I  estimate 
that  one  family  in  ten  or  fifteen  will 
leave  for  the  winter  or  not  to  return ;  and 
as  many  more  will  need  to  be  helped  by 
the  people.  Very  many  are  in  debt  here, 
and  must  remain  so. 

Quite  a  number  in  the  church  are  sick, 
but  there  is  harmony  and  love;  and  I 
believe  if  minister  and  mcml^ers  do  their 
duty  this  season,  we  shall  be  in  a  better 
state  spiritually  than  ever  before.  I 
donH  know  whether  it  will  be  better  for 
me  to  stay.  If  it  is,  I  shall  rejoice  in  my 
field ;  for  this  is  the  fourth  year  of  my 
grasshopper  experience  here,  and  T  have 
no  fear  but  that  ••  the  Lord  will  provide. 
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WISCONSIN. 

Bn.  W.  BmtghUm,  ViraqwL 

HOUM  THE   FORT. 

I  hare  been  able  to  do  little  more  than 
hold  the  fort  thia  quarter ;  busy  making 
piitonl  calk,  looking  after  the  sick, 
ind  putting  in  order  our  little  parsonage, 
the  fruit  of  my  own  labor  and  means. 
I  trust  to  be  able  to  finish  it  up  before 
the  depth  of  winter. 

Times  are  very  dull ;  money  is  almost 
impoflsible  to  get;  the  church  finds  it 
hard  to  make  up  my  salary.  But  I  still 
labor  on,  hoping  and  trusting  in  a  f  aith- 
M  Master.    I  long  to  see  this  church 


self-supporting,  but  this  year  is  going  to 
be  hard  on  us.  My  family  is  large,  my 
library  is  scant,  I  have  no  means  to  buy 
books.  •  I.  hope  this  year  will  bring  roe 
a  missionary  box,  as  last  year  did.  I 
don't  see  haw  we  could  get  along 
without  these  boxes.  Qod  bless  the  Iot- 
ing  hands  that  make  them  up  I 

We  arc  much  annoyed  here  by  Bovcnth- 
day  Adventists,  who  have  pitched  their 
tent  hard  by.  They  oTerhaul  our  ser- 
mons ;  they  preach  the  "  Law  and  Jew- 
ish Sabbath,"  while  wo  preach  "  the  gos- 
pel" Well,  we  know  which  Qod  will 
best  recognize  and  bless. 


^i^tt\Unt$n^. 


THE  TREASURY. 

It  yet  lacks  $20,000  of  meeting  the 
jut  claims  upon  it  for  work  done  and 
'sported.     Honored  and  beloved  breth- 
'Bu  are    still  waiting    for   drafts    due 
weeks  ago.      Some  have    received  but 
^  pay,  who  had  relied  on  and  promis- 
^  tile  whole.    The  cold  of  winter  is 
^ipon  them.    The  bams,  cellars,  ward- 
'^  and  larders  of  some  of  them  arc 
<*^>ty.     They  tremble  lest  their  good 
i^unes  may  be  soiled,  and  far  more  lest 
tile  dear  name  of  their  Master  may  be 
diihonored.    They  felt  safe  in  going  on 
with  their  work,  trusting  in  the  Society^s 
pledges,  for  though  payment  has  some* 
times  been  delayed,  it  has  never  failed ; 
and  they  knew  that  behind  the  treasury 
were  the  resources,  the  hearts,  and  the 
prayers  of  God's  people.    These  pledges 
the  Executive  Committee  felt  authoriz- 
ed— yea,  constrained  to  give ;  for  their 
wisest  advisen   and   largest  supporters 
would  hear  no  word  of  summary  curtail- 
ment of   the  work.    This  crisis  of  the 
country's  need,  its  peril,  and  its  promise, 
teemed  tbe  last  of  times  for  that  ''Rise 
to  the  gnmdenr  of  your  cause,"  was  the 
czhortatioii  on  eTery  luuid;    "compre- 
iMBd  Hi  Tiliil  nlatioii  to  the  ooontry's 


welfare ;  trust  in  the  missionary  spirit, 
the  liberality  and  the  prayers  of  your 
fellow-Chri8tia& ;  have  faith  in  the  di- 
vine promises ;  remember  what  God  has 
done  for  the  Society  through  these  fifty 
years ;  and  if  you  cannot  safely  expand 
the  work,  let  there  be  no  sudden,  crip- 
pling, discouraging  contraction."  Tak- 
ing this  voice  of  his  people  as  the  voice 
of  the  Lord,  no  promising  work  that  it 
seemed  safe  to  keep  up  has  l>een  drop))cd ; 
every  faithful  missionary  willing  to  take 
his  large  share  of  the  risk  has  been  re- 
tained. 

And  now,  must  they  wait  longer  ?  Is 
it  not  enough  that  they  and  their  families 
have  thus  far  cheerfully  endured  the 
toils,  privations,  sacrifices,  that  others 
however  willing  could  not  share  ?  Will 
not  those  in  whose  stead  these  brothers 
have  gone  forth,  in  whose  faithfulness 
they  have  trusted,  come  at  once  to  their 
relief?  We  beg  that  not  a  day  may  1^ 
lost.  Every  dollar  of  receipts  shall  go 
instantly  forward. 


PROM  THE  FRONT. 

As  we  were  sending  the  foregoing 
lines  to  the  printer,  the  mail  brought 
to  our  table  reports  from  two  brethren 
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in  remote  frontier  stationB,  a  few  words 
from  which  we  will  set  before  our 
readers.  They  are  fair  samples  of  most 
of  the  missionaries'  letters,  and  show  the 
spirit  with  which  they  are  meeting  the 
privations  of  this  trying  time.  The 
first  comes  from  one  of  the  farthest 
States — its  writer  being  perhaps  as  sorely 
pinched  as  are  any  of  these  he  com- 
miserates. 

"  That  fearful  debt  I  It  stands  before 
me  every  day  as  a  specter.  It  is  painful 
for  me  to  accept*  a  single  cent  while  my 
brethren  are  suffering.  ...  I  seem 
to  see  their  disappointed  faces,  as  mail 
after  mail  arrives  without  the  needed 
remittance.  I  hear  the  sigh ;  I  look 
upon  the  scanty  table,  each  day  more 
scanty ;  the  tired  wife  every  night  more 
tired ;  the  threadbare  coat  or  dress  fast 
changing  into  the  ragged  ones ;  the  dis- 
couraged minister  slinking  along  by  back 
ways ;  I  hear  the  poor  and  yet  poorer  ser- 
mons that  the  poor  broUier  offers  to  the 
flock  of  God.  I  cannot  tell  you  how  my 
heart  aches ;  and  I  watch  every  conmiu- 
nication  from  you,  hoping — thus  far  in 
vain — for  brighter  words." 

The  second  is  from  one  burdened  with 
the  care  of  three  parishes,  covering  a 
territory  some  ten  or  twelve  miles  broad, 
in  a  locust-smitten  region. 

**  True,  the  pecuniary  support  is  small, 
but  if  the  Lord  will  give  me  80uls  for  my 
hire,  I  shall  be  content.  I  believe  his 
promises  of  temporal  support  are  just  as 
trustworthy  as  ^y  others,  for  I  have 
often  proved  them  so.  On  the  morning 
of  the  day  your  check  came,  for  one-half 
of  my  last  quarter's  salary,  we  were  in 
great  straits.  Bills  were  due,  and  I  had 
not  a  dollar  to  meet  them.  So  I  carried 
the  matter  to  the  Lord,  and  asked  him, 
if  consistent,  to  send  me  relief  that  day, 
I  went  to  the  post-office,  praying  and 
expecting,  though  I  knew  not  from  what 
source  aid  would  come.  Tour  remit- 
tance was  there.  While  it  did  not  cover 
all  my  obligations,  it  relieved  me  from 
pressing  embarrassments,  and  I  went 
home  with  a  glad  and  grateful  heart. 
.    •    .    Before  night,  a  lady,  on  whom 


I  called  unexpectedly,  put  five  dollars 
into  my  hand  as  I  was  leaving.  Surely 
our  Father  sympathizes  with  us,  and 
knows  how  to  succor  us  in  all  our 
straits.  He  can  prompt  his  more  favored 
children  to  fill  up  your  depleted  treasury, 
thus  lightening  the  burdens  and  bringing 
joy  to  the  hearts  and  homes  of  scores  of 
your  toiling  missionaries  at  the  front 
So  let  it  be  f' 

Reader :  do  you  join  in  that  closing 
prayer  ?  Is  there  anything  you  can  do 
towards  securing  its  answer  ?  If  there  is, 
shall  not  that  thing  be  done  to-day  ? 


•      TO  SUPERINTENDENTS 

AND  HI88IONART  OOMMITTEES. 

With  $20,000  due  to  missionaries, 
some  of  whom  are  in  painful  need,  and 
with  little  prospect  of  a  speedy  filling  of 
the  treasury,  the  question  of  a  contrac- 
tion of  the  Society's  work  has  had  to  be 
squarely  met.  Such  contraction  would 
be  most  disheartening,  both  to  the  breth- 
ren in  the  field  and  the  givers  who  sus- 
tain them.  The  conductors  of  the  Soci- 
ety have  never  yet  had  to  take  that  back- 
ward step.  They  never  will  consent  to 
take  it,  save  on  compulsion  and  as  a  last 
resort  In  this  emergency  we  cannot 
honestly  plan  for  a  general  advance. 
But  can  we  not  substantially  hold  our 
own  in  the  older  fields,  and  do  more  for 
the  destitute  frontier  ?  This  can  be  done ; 
but  only  by  the  most  economical  use  of 
the  means  we  can  secure,  and  the  careful 
watching  of  every  item  of  outlay. 

To  this  end  the  Executive  Committee 
commend  the  following  suggestions  to 
the  immediate  and  serious  attention  of 
the  Superintendents  and  Committees  of 
Missions  in  the  several  States : 

1.  During  'Hhe  present  distress,"  let 
no  new  work  involving  additional  outlay 
be  undertaken  in  the  older  States ;  let  no 
new  field  in  them  be  entered,  except  in 
those  rare  cases  where  delay  would  be 
fraught  with  greater  evil  than  follows 
delay  of  payment  for  work  already  done. 
Before  signing  an  application  for  such 
work,  let  each  brother  ask  himself:  '*  If 
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My'dnft  were  overdae,  would  I  rather 
vut  longer  for  it  than  have  this  new 
woik  left  undone  t" 

1  Let  every  application  from  churches 
thit  haye  long  been  aided  be  carefully 
Mradiuxed,  to  see  (1)  whether  the  chnrch 
k  doing  sach  a  work,  in  such  a  field,  as 
wanants  further  outlay  in  a  time  like 
this;  (8)  whether  it  asks  aid  from  ac- 
tual necessity,  or  partly  from  habit  and 
cdptble  inefficiency;  (8)  whether  it 
on  honestly  be  said  that  the  largest  pos- 
sible amount  is  pledged  upon  the  field, 
and  the  least  possible  amount  is  asked 
from  the  Society;  (4)  whether  a  lets 
nun  is  asked  than  was  granted  in  the 
prerioos  year.  If  not,  why  not?  The 
■ame  aid  is  not  to  be  giyen  for  two  suc- 
cearive  years,  without  satisfactory  reasons 
explicitly  stated. 

8.  Before  indorsing  an  applltation,  let 
^  question  be  considered  anew,  whether 
it  be  possible — ^not  merely  convenient, 
bat  potmMe — to  unite  the  church  asking 
aid  with  some  neighboring  sister  church ; 
tbns  widening  the  missionary's  sphere  of 
oaefalness,  and  lessening  the  amount  of 
tidaaked. 

4.  And,  looking  beyond  our  own 
lionaehold,  let  the  question  of  "denom- 
inational comity"  receive  anew  special 
attention.  If  the  condition  of  a  field  in 
which  oar  church  and  others  have  been 
planted  and  aided  has  so  changed  that 
fewer  organizations  can  now  as  well  or 
l^etter  do  the  work  of  all,  let  the  duty  of 
^i^^idatum  be  laid  upon  the  Christian 
conscience  of  that  community;  and  let 
^f  brethren  insist  on,  and  be  ready  to 
nibmit  to,  the  fair  operation  of  the  law 
of  "  the  sumval  of  the  fittest." 

In  these  various  methods,  wisely  and 
efficiently  worked,  we  believe  that  g^eat 
'elief  for  the  treasury  may  be  gained, 
without  at  all  reducing  the  work  of  the 
Society  at  one  vital  point      Possibly 
fewer  aided  churches  may  be  reported  a 
year  hence ;  but  if  even  one  on  the  fron- 
tier shall  have  taken  the  place  of  two  or 
three  in  older  States,  q^ay  it  not  be  true 
that  there  has  been  no  loss,  but  actual 
gain,  in  effecting  the  real  object  of  the 


Society — "  the  sending  of  the  gospel  to 
to  the  destitute  "  f 

For  the  encouragement  of  Superintend- 
ents and  Committees,  with  whom  must 
chiefly  rest  the  responsibility  of  carrying 
out  these  suggestions,  we  quote  from  a 
re<jj?nt  letter  of  Rev.  Dr.  Woloott,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Ohio  Home  Missionary  So- 
ciety :  "  If  what  has  come  under  my  ob- 
servation in  my  own  field  be  a  sample  of 
the  whole  country,  the  $20,000  deficiency 
which  you  report  is,  in  one  respect,  a 
perfect  godsend.  Well-nigh  half  of  the 
churches  that  were  on  our  list  three  years 
ago  are  off  now — to  their  benefit,  even 
more  than  ours ;  and  there  is  a  fair  pros- 
pect that  several  of  the  remainder  will 
be  off  soon,  leaving  us  free  to  develop 
new  points,  and  help  yon  on  the  frontier. 
We  are  still  about  $2,000  in  arrears ;  but 
with  the  reduction  of  our  appropriations, 
mainly  through  the  grovping  of  churches 
and  the  development  of  idf-relianee,  the 
prospect — which  would  otherwise  be  dark 
indeed — seems  very  bright  to  me." 

Ohio  is  the  oldest  western  Home  Mis- 
sionary field.  There  may  not  be  another 
State  in  which  anything  like  one-half  the 
aided  churches  could  wisely  undertake 
self-support  within  three  years.  But  in 
every  State  there  are  doubtless  some  that 
could  safely  drop  aid  at  once,  and  others 
that  could  live  with  less  aid  than  they 
are  now  receiving.  Let  the  retrenchment 
begin  with  these,  and  the  saving  shall  be 
appropriated  to  ''  the  destitute  ".  pioneers 
at  the  front. 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 

Although  the  volume  commences 
with  the  May  number,  it  suits  the  con- 
venience of  many  to  renew  their  subscript 
tions  and  make  their  yearly  payments  in 
January.  Will  such  friends,  and  indeed 
all  who  have  occasion  to  send  money  for 
themselves  or  others,  bear  in  mind  our 
request,  often  repeated  but  often  forgot- 
ten, that  when  remittances  are  made  by 
post-office  orders,  they  be  drawn  on  Sta- 
tion D.,  New  York  City,  and  not  simply 
on  New  York  City.    This  will  save  ua 
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mach  time  and  troable  and  some  expense 
of  collection. 

In  a  recent  revision  of  the  mail-books, 
the  names  of  some  persons  in  different 
States,  entitled  to  and  desiring  to  receive 
the  Monthly,  may  have  dropped  from 
the  list.  A  line  by  postal  card  will  at 
once  replace  such  names. 

And  yet  once  more  we  must  ask  post- 
masters and  others,  in  writing  as  to  The 
Home  MUnonckry,  to  remember  that  the 
name  of  the  subscriber  is  not  more  essen- 
tial to  us  than  are  the  names  of  the  town 
and  State  of  his  abode.  We  are  still  re- 
ceiving frequent  requests  that  we  cannot 
comply  with,  because  of  this  omission. 
Postal  cards  are  often  stamped  illegibly, 
or  not  at  all,  and  on  these  the  sender 
should  write  his  address. 


aUP'T.  FOR  MISSOURI. 

The  vacancy  in  the  Superintendence 
of  this  Society's  work  in  Missouri,  caused 
by  the  resignation  of  Rev.  E.  B.  Turner, 
on  account  of  ill-health,  has  at  length 
been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Kev. 
Robert  West,  late  pastor  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  in  Alton,  Illinois, 
and  editor  of  I'he  Christian  News,  pub- 
lished in  Saint  Louis.  Both  these  posi- 
tions Mr.  West  lays  down,  that  his  whole 
time  and  strength  may  be  given  to  his 
new  work. 

His  wide  acquaintance  with  the  field, 
bis  cordial  relations  with  the  brethren  in 
the  ministry  and  the  churches  of  the 
State,  his  energy  and  consecration,  all 
promise  success.  We  heartily  commend 
him  to  the  confidence,  co-operation,  and 
prayers  of  those  who  are  more  directly 
to  share  with  him  the  responsibilities  of 
iiis  arduous  position. 


SCATTERETH,  AND  YET 

INCREASETH. 

I  HAVE  been  thinking  over  the  reasons 
for  giving  to  your  Society,  and,  as  I  re- 
view them,  they  are  neither  few  nor 
BmalL  In  the  first  place,  one  gives  to 
you  from  a  sense  of  daty.    It  is  a  plain 


duty  to  **give" — ^I  am  sure  we  hear 
enough  of  it ;  and  the  claims,  like  the 
poor,  we  have  "  always  with  us." 

In  the  next  place,  it  eases  one's  mind. 
One  can^t  hear  of  so  much  distress  and 
suffering  and  need,  without  being  so  dis- 
turbed that  the  only  way  to  peace  is  to 
help  relieve  the  trouble.  It  may  be  little, 
it  may  be  much.  And,  by  the  way,  one 
is  surprised  at  the  different  measures  of 
ability  in  ^giving:  a  dollar  that  a  man 
gives  away  is  so  much  larger  than  one  he 
spends — especially  for  self-indulgence, 
suggests  the  familiar — either  on  himself 
or  his  family. 

Again,  more  than  this,  there  is  a  sort 
of  satisfaction  in  doing  a  right  thing, 
and  you  "feel  better."  You  may  not 
have  exactly  the  Romanist  notion  of  buy- 
ing heaven  with  good  works;  still,  it  is 
a  good  thing  to  give.  And  the  more, 
when  you  know  the  object.  An  old 
miser,  who,  to  the  amazement  of  every- 
body, gave  to  his  village  a  town  clock, 
stated  that  he  liked  to  put  his  money 
where  he  could  heaw  it  tick  /  The  West 
is  so  very  near  us,  that  it  is  not  difiicult 
to  trace  one's  money,  and  see  just  what  it 
is  doing.  A  son  or  mother  or  cousin  may 
go  to-morrow  to  the  very  town  where  we 
have  helped  to  found  a  church.  It  may 
be  either  a  well-built  edifice  of  brick  or 
wood,  or  a  dug-out,  with  a  roof  of  sods. 
At  any  rate  it  is  the  beginning. 

Again,  selfishness  has  its  part.  It  de- 
pends on  the  early  influence  upon  it, 
what  a  western  town  sliall  be.  The 
stamp  is  put  upon  it  veiy  early ;  the 
"  seal "  which  is  not  easily  broken  or  re- 
moved. If  the  spirit  of  evil  stamps  it 
with  bottles,  dice,  and  ruin,  man  shall 
hardly  pluck  it  out  of  his  hand.  But  if 
the  right  seal  be  put  upon  it,  then  the 
evil  is  forestalled. 

Again,  we  may  give  to  these  missions 
for  the  love  of  Christ  and  love  to  souls. 
^  How  shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher  ? 
and  how  shall  they  preach  except  they  be 
sent  ? " 

And,  again,  f  ojr  patriotic  and  political 
reasons.  We  remember  the  loyalty  and 
patriotism  and  self-sacrifice  in  our  sad 
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mr,  ifbok  more  than  one  western  State 
emiilited  old  MaasadraaettB,  who  was 
**  going  to  Mud  all  her  men,  and  then  go 
henelf  .^  Not  that  oar  ministers  are  go> 
ing  to  '*  interfere  with  politics,"  more 
tinn  to  TOte  on  the  right  side,  and  preach 
light  principles,  honesty  and  tmth  and 
rigfateonsness.  Whatever  men  may  be 
tempted  to  do  personally,  there  is  a  strong 
bias  in  public  opinion  in  favor  of  tmth 
ud  honesty ;  and  falsehood  and  deceit 
most  hide  themselves  under  very  bright 
ndment,  in  order  to  pass  michallenged. 

Passing  over  all  the  true  and  right  mo- 
tives for  giving,  which  are  set  forth  in 
erery  sermon  on  the  subject,  we  conclude 
that,  from  a  selfish  point  of  view,  no 
money  pays  better  interest  than  that  given 
to  Home  Missions.    We  at  the  East  are 
80  flooded  with  foreign  influence  and  for- 
eign pauperism  that  the  vote  fs  anything 
but  the  voice  of   the  people.    So  we 
want  true  and  righteous  judgment  where 
these  influences  do  not  pre  vaiL    We  want 
simple  Bible  teachings,  to  make  men  do 
right  L. 

HOME  MISSIONARY  FRUIT. 

BY  BBV.   STEWART    SHBLDON,    DAKOTJL 

• 

A  LITTLE  band  had  crowded  bard 
upon  the  Indians'  track  in  their  far  west- 
em  hunting-grounds.  Our  fathers,  they 
practically  said,  cut  down  the  forests; 
but  we  will  break  up  the  prairie,  and 
make  our  broad  acres  laugh  with  the 
finest  wheat,  the  biggest  com,  and  the 
sleekest  cattle,  that  the  world  has  ever 
aeen.  Almost  empty-handed  they  went 
forth.  A  town  was  projected.  With 
no  little  difficulty  the  first  house  wss 
built.  It  was  for  government  purposes, 
and  *'  Uncle  Sam ''  paid  the  bill.  But 
all  the  people  were  interested  in  it  When 
it  was  inclosed  some  of  them  said,  *'  Let 
us  christen  it  with  a  good  old-fashioned 
ball."  BetteryK>unsel8  prevailed,  and  it 
was  finally  agreed  to  send  for  the  minis- 
ter in  a  neighboring  town,  and  have  a 
sermon  instead  of  a  dance.  The  preach- 
er arrived  eariy,  and  wondered  where 
the  people  wore  coming  from.    But  as 


the  hour  approached,  they  began  to  pour 
in  from  their  "  claim  shanties,''  some  on 
buck-boards,  some  on  Indian  ponies,  and 
some  afoot,  till  the  room  was  well  filled. 
The  fuel  for  the  first  house-warming  in 
the  newly  projected  city  was  good  New- 
England  theology,  so  it  was  felt  that 
the  ground  was  fairly  pre-empted  and 
rightfully  belonged  to  the  Lord.  A  little 
while  later  the  missionary  went  there  to 
organize  a  church.  Orertaking  a  band 
of  red-skins  on  his  way,  one  of  them 
almost  in  a  state  of  nudity,  with  dirks 
and  pistols  dangling  at  his  side,  a  mus- 
tang spur  rattling  on  his  heel,  and  a  white 
feather  sticking  up  out  of  his  raven  hair — 
indicating  that  he  had  scalped  his  foe 
and  was  now  a  real  **  brave  " — it  looked 
indeed  like  the  border-land  between  the 
wild  savage  and  the  cultured  saint 
But  the  church  was  organized.  The  tin- 
man made  a  large  bora,  which  was  used 
in  lieu  of  a  bell,  for  calling  the  people 
together  on  the  Lord's  day.  And  now, 
though  but  a  little  time  has  elapsed,  there  * 
is  growing  up  there  a  strong  sentiment  in 
favor  of  religion  snd  the  gospel.  Despite 
adverse  influences,  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  a  house  of  worship  will  be 
built  and  dedicated  to  the  King  of  Heav- 
en. Then  the  cry  will  l>e.  Lengthen  these 
cords,  strengthen  these  stakes,  and  make 
room  for  more  of  the  people  of  God  !  It 
is  one  of  the  seeds  from  the  Home  Mis- 
sionary tree,  the  leares  of  which  are  for 
the  healing  of  the  nations. 


THE  BOX  STABLE. 

It  is  very  common  to  find  "  niisrionary 
boxes  "  formed  into  tables,  chairs,  book- 
shelves, oat-bins,  corn-boxes,  cupboards, 
safes,  etc,  and  if  some  of  the  donors 
could  see  what  tasty  things  the  ingenuity 
of  the  frontier  missionary  and  his  family 
contrives  often  out  of  very  unpromising 
material,  it  would  make  their  hearts 
glad.  The  other  day,  as  I  was  admiring 
a  new  bureau  in  the  house  of  a  brother, 
he  informed  me  that  he  had  translated 
it  out  of  his  missionary  box,  and  was  a 
little  proud,  as  he  had  a  right  to  be,  of 
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the  performance.  But  I  doubt  whether 
it  ever  entered  the  mind  of  any  Eastern 
family  to  build  a  stable  out  of  a  box. 
Well,  •  it  was  on  this  wise.  One  of  the 
brethren,  who  had  driven  his  faithful 
old  horse  twelve  years,  found  himself  on 
a  new  field  in  Nebraska,  and  winter 
coming  on,  without  any  shelter  for  this 
companion  of  his  journeys.  It  gave  him 
great  trouble,  for,  being  $250  in  debt,  he 
did  not  see  how  he  could  afford  to  build 
a  stable.  He  conferred  with  his  wife — a 
sister  well-known  at  the  Home  Missionary 
rooms  in  New  York  for  her  simple,  child- 
like trust,  and  donations  to  the  cause — 
and  she  said,  "  Have  you  no  faith  ? 
God  will  provide  for  *  Old  Nance  '  the 
shelter  she  needs."  Looking  about,  she 
bethought  herself  of  the  last  missionary 
box,  and  there  was  another  in  the  cellar 
filled  with  potatoes.  **  There,"  she  said, 
"  those  two  boxes  will  make  one  end  of 
the  bam."  It  acted  upon  the  man  as  a 
promise  of  $500  fromt  he  Congregational 
Union  acts  on  a  community  that  want 
to  build  a  church — getting  them  the 
building.    One  end  of  the  bam  secured, 


only  two  sides,  one  end,  and  a  roof  were 
needed.  He  thought  over  the  cost,  and 
decided  he  might  indulge  to  the  extent 
of  two  sides.  A  neighbor,  who  had  been 
thinking,  said  they  might  have  the  lum- 
ber that  was  in  some  old  machinery. 
And  his  wife,  since  it  was  for  the  mis- 
sionary horse,  thought  that  out  of  her 
savings  she  could  find  a  little  for  the 
roof.  Just  then  a  brother,  who  had  sub- 
scribed three  dollars,  came  in  and  paid 
it,  and  so  *'  Old  Nance  "  was  comforta- 
bly housed ;  for  did  not  the  missionary 
build  the  stable  with  *his  own  hand,  and 
out  of  a  missionary  box  at  that  ? 

I  write  this  partly  for  those  faithful 
men  who  put  such  honest  work  and  lum- 
ber into  the  boxes  that  are  to  carry  good 
things  to  frontier  missionary  families, 
filling  their  hearts  with  gladness.  Let 
them  know  that  their  work  and  thought- 
fulness  are  not  lost ;  that  after  the  box 
has  fulfilled  its  mission  as  the  protector 
of  the  goods,  it  finds  a  ready  use  in  some 
other  department  of  the  Lord's  service, 
nnd  so  their  labor  is  not  in  vain  in  the 
Lord.  CiNEREUS. 


^nv  (S)tt-0ptxTit%vt  S^0tUtU$* 


American  Congregational  Union. 

Rev.  Rat  Palmer,  D.D.,  Sec,  69  Bible 
House,  New  York. 

Rev.  Christopher  Cushino,  D.D.,  Sec, 
20  Congregational  House,  Boston. 

N.   A.   Calkins,   Esq.,  Treas.,  69  Bible 
House,  New  York. 

Work  for  Christ. — Nothing  but  gen- 
uine love  to  him  will  make  it  easy  to 
sustain  this,*  when  to  do  so  involves  some 
positive  self-denial. 

In  the  seasons  when  money  is  easily 
made,  and,  in  the  case  of  many,  flows  in 
abundantly,  there  is  more  of  pleasure 
than  of  sacrifice  in  giving.  Any  gener- 
ous-minded person  may  at  such  a  time 
find  himself  moved  by  many  impulses  to 
give  freely.  But  when  the  ordinary 
sources  of  income  in  part  or  altogether 


fail ;  when  luxuries,  or  conveniences,  or 
what  have  even  seemed  to  be  necessaries 
of  life,  have  one  after  another  been  given 
up,  as  a  matter  of  enforced  economy; 
when  uncertainty  overhangs  the  future, 
and  the  eye  of  sense  can  see  no  light, 
then  it  requires  all  the  force  of  Christian 
principle  and  all  the  fervor  of  warm 
Christian  affection  to  prevent  the  with- 
holding of  the  hand  of  charity  when  it 
ought  to  be  extended  for  the  relief  of 
those  who  need. 

But  is  not  this  one  of  the  tests  by  which 
our  Lord  would  try  us  T  Should  not  the 
difficulties  we  feel  lift  us  to  a  higher 
faith,  and  awaken  in  our  hearts  an  in- 
tenser  love  ?  To  faint  in  the  day  of  ad- 
versity— is  not  this  to  show  that  our 
strength  is  small  ?  To  deny  the  Savior 
what  he  asks  of  us  when  it  is  indeed  hard 
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fdru  to  gire  it — ^is  not  this  to  deny  liim 
just  wiien  he  would  value  the  gift  most 
Mg^j  t  He  is  to  us  the  same  yesterday, 
Mmj,  and  f orerer.  Ought  we  not  to 
itaiid  by  lum  and  his  when  perils  threaten 
ind  things  look  most  discouraging  and 
duk!  It  was  surely  the  meanest,  the 
most  shameful  act  of  his  disciples,  that 
is  the  hour  of  hU  iorest  need  they  all  f  or- 
look  him  and  fled. 

'*  Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  to  one  of 
the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  did  it 
not  onto  me.''    At  the  present  time  many 
beloved  ministers  of  Christ,  and  many  of 
the  new  and  feeble  churches  to  which 
they  were  sent,  are  in  circumstances  of 
great  triaL    They  have  felt  constrained, 
by  their  own  needs  and  those  of  their 
fiumlies  and  neighborhoods,  to  attempt 
to  provide  places  in  which  they  may  wor- 
diip  God  and  observe  his  Sabbaths  and 
ordinances.      They  began  in  faith  and 
hope.    They  were  ready  themselves  t<>  do 
what  they  could,  even  at  the  cost  of  much 
permnal  privation ;  and  they  trusted  that 
from  their  Cliristian  brethren  they  should 
have,  through  the  Congregational  Union, 
the  aid  without  which  they  foresaw  that 
they  could  not  succeed.    They  have  gone 
M  far  as  they  can.    The  days  of  locust 
Tisitations  and  financial  pressure  have 
been  protracted.  They  have  been  brought 
to  a  stand  in  the  midst  of  their  undertak- 
ings; or  they  have  finished  their  work, 
vid  have  now  to  meet  the  just  claims  of 
those  who  have  labored  for  them  and  now 
demand  their  dues.      They  have  taxed 
themselves  to  the  utmost — almost  to  the 
withholding  of  the  proper  food  from 
their  households.     They  have  appealed 
to  the  Union,  only  to  find  that  its  treasury 
is  overdrawn.    What  can  they  do  ?    Must 
they  now  lose  all,  and  find  that  they  have 
denied  themselves  in  vain?    Can  those 
who  are  Christ's  see  him,  in  the  persons 
of  these  suffering  brethren,  in  the  midst 
of  these  necessities,  and  refuse  to  minis- 
ter unto  him  ?    These  are  the  questions 
now  to  be  answered. 

We  cannot  but  think  that  if  it  be  re- 
membered, as  it  should  be,  that  it  is  as  if 
Christ  himself  were  suffering  want  and 


hardships  in  the  waste  places  of  the  land, 
and  <^led  on  all  that  love  him  for  help, 
every  pastor  who  learns  this  will  make 
haste  to  plead  with  those  to  whom  he 
ministers  to  furnish  at  once  the  means 
needed  by  the  Union,  in  order  that  it  may 
give  relief,  and  that  the  churches  with 
willing  minds  will  pour  their  gifts  into 
the  treasury.  Reader,  shall  it  be  yours 
at  last  to  hear  your  Savior  say,  *'  I  was  in 
need,  and  ye  ministered  unto  me.  Te 
did  it  UNTO  ME,  in  the  persons  of  my 
friends? '' 


Amexloan  Collage  and   Education  So- 
ciety. 

Rev.  Inchease  N.  Takbox,  D.D.,  Sec. 

James  M.  Gordon,  Esq.,  Treas. 

Money  may  be  sent  to  James  M.  Gordon, 
Esq.,  82  Cong.  House,  Boston ;  or  to 
Rev.  Charles  P.  Bush,  D.D.,  89  Bible 
House,  New  York. 

Those  who  are  accustomed  to  read  the 
monthly  papers  from  the  Education  So- 
ciety, as  published  in  The  Ilome  Mistion- 
ary^  may  notice,  in  the  above  heading, 
a  change  of  arrangements.  Since  Dr. 
Butterfield  left  New  York,  on  the  1st  of 
May  last,  to  be  President  of  Olivet  Col- 
lege, the  room  No.  62,  which  he  occupied 
in  the  Bible  House,  has  been  kept  as  one 
of  the  Society's  offices,  and  Rev.  R.  B. 
Howard  has  been  ready  to  receive  and 
transmit  contributions  to  us,  or  to  answer 
such  inquiries  as  might  be  made  concern- 
ing our  operations.  It  has,  however,  been 
found,  probctieally^  that  in  the  absence  of 
a  secretary,  very  little  business  centers 
about  that  office ;  that  in  this  age  of 
checks  and  post-office  orders,  it  is  hardly 
more  trouble  for  any  one  to  send  a  con- 
tribution directly  to  the  Treasurer  in 
Boston,  than  to  pay  it  in  New  York.  It 
has  not  1>een  thought  advisable  by  the 
Directors,  in  the  present  condition  of  the 
country,  to  appoint  a  secretary  in  place 
of  Dr.  Butterfield.  They  wait  for  further 
light  and  fuller  developments  before 
doing  so.  In  this  general  state  of  affairs 
it  does  not  seem  wise  longer  to  incur  the 
expense  of  an  ofiice  in  -siiVucVi  %c^  ViXXXi^ 
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business  is  likely  to  be  transacted,  and 
we  are  taking  steps  to  close  it  as  soon  as 
it  can  be  done  consistently.  Meanwhile, 
we  have  made  arrangements  with  Rev. 
Charles  P.  Bush,  D.D.,  No.  39  Bible 
House,  to  receive  and  send  to  our  Treas- 
urer such  contributions  as  are  more  con- 
veniently paid  in  New  York. 

Since  the  New  York  Education  Society, 
as  a  separate  State  institution,  has  merged 
itself  in  the  American  College  and  Edu- 
cation Society,  it  may  be — indeed,  we 
expect  it  will  be — found  that  more  con- 
tributions will  come  to  our  Treasury 
from  the  State  of  New  York  than  for- 
merly. But,  except  in  places  very  near 
the  city  of  New  York,  it  will  prol)ably 
bo  just  as  easy  to  send  to  No.  32  Cong. 
House,  Boston,  as  to  No.  39  Bible  House, 
New  York. 

And  in  conclusion  we  desire  to  say 
that  we  are  in  special  need  of  all  such 


contributipns.  Leaving  the  Western  col- 
leges aside  for  the  moment,  the  regular 
quarterly  appropriation  of  $25  to  each  of 
our  more  than  300  young  men,  requires 
about  $8,000,  and  the  quarters  come 
round  quickly.  We  are  anxious  about 
the  nieans  for  meeting  the  next  quarter- 
day,  January  10th. 

Then  the  young  colleges,  struggling 
on  our  Western  borders,  call  loudly  for 
help.  They  are  passing  t)irough  severe 
trials,  but  do  not  by  any  means  despair. 
It  is  our  confidence  and  joy  that  there 
are  here  and  there  men  whom  God  has 
blessed  with  wealth,  who  can  see  the  im- 
mense harvest  in  the  future  springing 
from  a  Christian  college  planted  upon 
the  frontiers  of  civilization.  Such  men 
have  done  nobly  in  the  past,  and  many 
of  them  have  lived  to  see  the  rewards  of 
their  labors.  The  race  of  givers  for 
this  purpose  will  not  soon  be  extinct 
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yot  in  oommi»9ton  kuft  ytar, 
Bev.  Albert  W.  Bafford,  Ogden,  Utah. 
Ber.  Thomas  Oordon,  Nebraska  City,  Neb. 
Ber.  WilllH  C.  Dewey,  Marshfleld,  Lake  Benton  and 

Island  Lake,  Minn. 
Ber.  James  AJderson,  Sabnla,  Iowa. 
Bev.  Swan  Sunberg.  Keokuk,  luwa. 
Bev.  Charles  W.  Wiley,  Humboldt,  Iowa. 
Bev.  David  Y.  Yonker,  Qowrie,  Iowa. 
Bev.  Timothy  Jones,   Sprlngwater,  Watertown  and 

Emmett,  Wis. 
Bev.  Hotter  A.  BuUook,  Oakwood,  Mich. 
Bev.  G«orge  Oandee,  Manton  and  vicinity,  Mich. 
Bev.  Henry  M.  Holiday,  Millbrook  and  vioinity,  Mich. 
Bev.  Nicholas  Neerken,  Nunica  and  Froitport,  Mioh. 
Bev.  Edward  D.  Kelsey,  Bremen,  Ind. 
Bev.  WilUam  T.  Oamnn,  Band  Bank,  N.  Y. 

lU-commiuion^d, 
Ber.  John  J.  Powell,  Beno,  Nev. 
Bev.  Abel  K.  Packard,  Qreeley,  CoL 
Bev.  Charles  H.  Emerson,  Crelghton,  West  Oreigh- 

ton,  Bazile  Mills  and  Bast  Branch,  Neb. 
Bev.  LebbeuH  B.  Fifleld,  Kearney,  Neb. 
Bev.  Herman  A.  French,  Milford  and  Dorchester, 

Neb. 
Bev.  Henry  Grifflths,  Clearwater,  West  Cedar  Valley 

and  NeUgh,  Neb. 
Bev.  Charles  Seccombe,  Strahmburg,  St.  Helena  and 

Bly  ville.  Neb. 
Bev.  George  Bent,  Marshall  and  Nemaha  Conntien, 

Kan. 
Bev.  John  Hayward,  Buffalo  City  and  Scatter  Creek 

Station,  Kan. 
Bev.  Luther  Newoomb,  Stranger,  Tiblow  and  ont- 

etations,  Kan. 
Bev.  Thomas  D.  Phillips,  Great  Bend  and  vioinity, 

Kan. 


Bev.  Albert  M.  Bichardson,  Lawrence,  Boblnaon 
school-house  and  out-stationn,  Kan. 

Bev.  Floyd  E.  Sherman,  Qninardo  and  Wyandotte 
Forest,  Kan. 

Bev.  Jesse  L.  Fonda,  Morris  and  Hancock,  Minn. 

Bev.  Cyrus  Au  Hampton,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Bev.  Thomas  C.  Kinne,  Two  Bivers.  Bellevue,  Lan- 
gola.  Page  and  Biver  scliool-houses,  Minn. 

Bev.  Adam  Simpson,  Fairmont  and  Westford,  Ifinn. 

Bev.  James  Bamett,  Black  Hawk,  Iowa. 

Bev.  Henry  Lees,  Lawler  and  Wauooma,  Iowa. 

Bev.  Jacob  Beuth,  Sherriiris  Mount,  Iowa. 

Bev.  William  J.  Smith,  Manran  and  Newell,  Iowa. 

Bev.  John  H.  Cameron,  Pewaukee,  Wis. 

Bet.  William  C.  Hicks,  Hammond.  Wis. 

Bev.  Albert  Livermore,  New  Bichmond  and  Star 
Prairie,  Wis. 

Bev.  Simeon  S.  Haines,  Glea  Arbor,  Solon  and  oat- 
stations,  Mich. 

Bev.  Ellas  K  Kirkland,  Otsego  Lake  and  Bradford 
Lake,  Mich. 

Bev.  Thomas  Nield,  Bosoommon,  Gaylord,  Elmlra, 
Clifford's  and  Van  Worts,  Mich. 

Bev.  Austin  H.  Norris,  Clare  and  out-stati<ms,  Kicfa. 

Bev.  Bobert  Pfirsons,  Flat  Bock,  Mich. 

Bev.  John  K.  Savage,  Kalkaska  and  Manton,  Midu 

Bev.  Eugene  F.  Atwood,  Arcade,  N.  Y. 

Bev.  Walter  J.  Ballard,  Black  Creek  and  out-aUtiona, 
N.  Y. 

Bev.  Joseph  Clements,  Bast  Pharsalia  and  oat^sta- 
tion,  N.  Y. 

Bev.  Charles  H.  Crawford,  Salanuuica  and  West  Sal- 
amanca. N.  Y. 

Bev.  Frederick  Long,  Bast  Ashfbrd,  N.  Y. 

Bev.  Lewis  T.  Mason,  Clear  Creek.  N.  Y. 

Bev.  H.  W.  H.  Watkins,  Union  Yall^qr  and  Llock- 
laen,N.  Y. 
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$18  00 

SiOOOOO 
600 


ClL,lijlb«.0.0. 

600 

V.  <I«Um.  6  00 

Boa,  by  Mn.  0. 

14  00 
I  off  t^CMyoT  Mx«.  Ann 
by  B.  T.  WbMler,  Sx^  SOO  88 

offOwW.PnnotttbyJ.M.  _ 

8600 
;  LodM*  H.  M.  BoOn  by  Ifn.  W. 

6  66 


1  00 
9060 


80  00 
600 

4  16 

lOUOO 

18  00 


4,600  00 

Bffwty.  Legacy  of  Mm  SomiiD.  Lard,  by 
ChM.  JcSSh,  adm.,  1,000  08 

6U  00 
6  00 

0 

80  00 

1  00 

100  00 

80  00 

60  00 

lOUOO 

87  00 

801  66 


byBov.W.  A.BiMh^ 

'     Gent  Boa.  by  Mn.  O.  8. 

Kn.  Abtate  OoUiiu  a 

L.1L. 

Ibn  Ju  G.  WUtii«,  by  Bor.  J.  O.  Halo, 
Mbam,  "UOmoi  nm,  by  Ifn.  O.  F. 


aiM«liMcfaool»byX.H.  Hnntiagton, 
Wwt  QMgkitpa,  BoT.  W.  T.  HeRiok, 

XABBACSUSBTTB-f^lOlMk 

Book,  by  0.  Dcmoikl, 


Botfoii,  W.  O.  Benodlct, 
Cbwtorttid,  XiB.  Bdward  Clftrke, 
CuBUidnstoii,  LodteiO   Bener.  AaBoa,  by 

Mrv.  &  B.  Oronttk^to  oonrt.  A.  H.  Klm- 

boIl,]C.DMoLu]I., 
lyuu  BIcbord  Tnftii, 
~  »rt,  Mn.  8.  W.  Hole,  by  W.  A, 


to  eoDik*  BoT.  H.  W* 
BOTtbmplOB,  *•  ▲  ModMit  Friend,'' 

floBtlibrld^  Od  Moonnt  of  Lef{a<7  of  Mx«. 

Lb  B.  Hydo,  by  8.  M.  Lane, 
BooUi  HiMUoy,  Teocbenuid  Pnirito  of  Mt. 

Ho^yote  Sem.,  by  MIm  E.  BUmchard, 

BBODB  ISLAND— #060.00. 

Ffeovidmoa  Benefloont,  by  J.  W.  T«ft, 
BiOAttttHMluwl  off  Beneflooit,  by  0.  H. 

Ainold, 
Unloa,  by  J.  McAmImi, 

oumnonouT— f8;8Bi.40. 

BaoeiTOd  by  H.  T.  Jannuk : 

llOTrHsvw,Nortli,  #843  48 

J.M.aD.,#l5;aL.dy,#8|  28  00 

O.BIoe.  8  00 


900  00 

60  00 
TOO  00 


Bidwell,  fraight, 
Bridgoport,  Pin*iJ^]L  -  ^^^^ 


878  48 

]bgr8.q:Mr,  78  78 

f»  BoOm  by  Mn.  J« 

600 

989  48 

B.Holloolc,  6  00 

OoMcook,  by  J.  M.  Onnti  42  16 

Oonnoofeiaott  VtliBdsof  HoDieMinkmi,       W)  W 

TwoTrtond^  60  00 

IHBbMB,  Finfe,  by  Bor.  A.  B.  OhoMbrongh,    48  66 

liUwvillo,  Mn.  M.  H.  WnUttM,  Mn.  L  L. 

MBr«fBMidMma]>.Holl«y,  9100 

IiMhteld,AIMMd,  10  00 

"      ^   '  byB.P.  Btfrom,       4  00 

M,A.WM»d»  97  00 


Mystic  Bridge,  by  H.  G.  Holmea,  #16  00 

New  Haven,  Mth. of  Centrr  Cb.,  100  00 

New  London,  Second,  by  C.  Bntler, 
N<Mlh  Granby,  On  accoant  of  Legacy  off 
Mn.   Loda  A.    Beatley,  by  A.  Oooley, 


Bx. 


North  Haven,  LMdlea,  by  Mn.  L.  &  Fowler, 

freight, 
North  Torringford,  Ladiet,  by  Mn.  J.  0. 

Barber,  freight^ 
Norwich,  Mrs.  F.  B.  Perkinn, 
Flainville,  Ladies  Bener.  Soo.,  by  Mn.  8. 

Hough,  freight, 
Plantsville,  Indastrlal  Soc.,  by  Mn.  J.  G. 

Smith,  freight, 
Plymouth,  On  account  of  Legacy  of 

A.  Darrow,  by  T.  H.  Darrow,  Bx,, 
Scotland,  by  Rev.  A.  A.  Hurd, 
Seymour,  W.  Hull, 

Stonington,  Fint,  by  Miss  M.  Stanton, 
Thompson,  Ladies,  by  Miss  E.  D.  Lamed, 

freight, 
Torringford,  by  G.  H.  Barber, 
Washington,  by  G.  L.  Hiokox, 
Waterbury,  a  Fri<*nd,  to  const  Mrs.  J. 

Button,   Mrs.  W.  Werner  and  Mrs.  T. 

B.  Glark  L.  Ms.. 

West  Hartford,  A  Friend,  In  Ifemoiy  of 
John  Ellsworth,  Mrs.  H.M.  BUsworth 
and  Miss  F.  A.  May, 

Woodbury,  MdviUe  S.  Page,  to  const  him 
a  L.  M., 

NEW  YORK— #1,809.20 

Received  by  Rev.  Dr.  Holbrook: 
Binghamton,  to  const.  H.  W. 
Letter  and   Miss  G.   E.  North 

L.MS.,  #7848 

Paris,  #17 :  Sabbath-school,  #10,    27  00 
Pitcher,  add'l,  8  00 

Saratoga,  81  16 

Arcade,  #7 ;  Rev.  E.  F.  Atwood,  #93,  in  fnU 

to  const,  him  a  L.  M., 
Baiting  Hollow,  by  Rev.  E.  Hale, 
Brooklyn,  Clinton  Avmue,  of  wh.  fmm  A. 

S.  Barnes.  $100 ;  H.  G.  Barnes,  f26,  by 

O.  W.  Gsrson, 
Bonth,  by  J.  Crowril,  to  oonst.  J.  8.  Bailey 

a  L.  D.;  of  wh.  from  Charles  C.  Parsons 

ilOO  to  const  N.  Paysoc  Smith  a  L.  D., 
Friend,  #100;  B.  L.  Benedict  #44.96; 
Rev.  W.  H.  Whittemore,  freight  #1, 

Ganandalgua,  Fir«t  by  E.  G.  Tyler, 

Golnmbus,  by  Rev.  E.  B.  Bassett 

Deep  River,  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Farrar, 

Ellington,  First  by  Rev.  L.  V.  Mason, 

Florence  and  Osoeola,  by  Rev.  G.  H.  Craw- 
ford, 

Flushing, 

Kiantonc,  by  Rev.  K  G.  Hall, 

Little  Valley,  First  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Stewart, 

Mt  Sinai,  by  8.  H.  Miller, 

New  York,  A  Friend, 

New  York  City,  On  account  of  Legacy  of 
Lewis  Chichester,  by  J.  M«  Steams  and 
E.  G.  Wadsworth,  Ex's., 

Parkville,  by  Bev.  O.  M.  McEckron, 

PeUn,  Miss  Abigail  Peck, 

Bensselaer  Falls,  by  Rev.  Q.  A.  Rockwood, 

Sherburne,  by  H.  T.  Dunham, 

South  Canton,  by  Rev.  A.  8.  Shafer, 

West  Farms,  Mrs.  A.  Wood, 

Whitehall,  by  Rev.  A.  Parker, 


1,800  00 


800 

1  00 
10  00 

900 

T89 


00 

89  40 

800 

18  00 

800 
49  90 

106  60 


100  00 


60  00 
80  00 


197  68 

99  00 
869 


404  81 


200  00 


146  06 

166  06 

6  00 

496 

99  76 

11  66 

84  78 

886 

8  40 

18  80 

600 

800  00 

18  00 

600 

9U0Q 

110  08 

6  61 

90  00 
70Q 


'.VBii^bg 

ivMVk 


NEW  JEB8BT— #86.61.  . 

Montolair,    Sabbath-scbool    of   First,     a 

Thanki^ving  offering,  by  T.  H.  Bouden,    40  00 
Woodbridge,  by  Bev.  8.  L.  Hillyer,  46  61 
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PENNSYLVANIA— 1121.68.  ^ 

Gibson,  Sisters,  in  fall,  to  const  Mrs.  0. 

C.  Whitney  a  L.  M., 
Philadelphia,  Central,  of  wh.  from  Mrs. 

Pratt,  $80,  by  J.  Edmands, 
Townvillp,  by  Bov.  J.  B.  Davison, 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA #6.66. 

Washington,  Pint,  mon.  oon.,  by  Rer.  S. 
P.  Giddingis 

TENNESSEE.— 16. 00. 
Knoxville,  a  Widow,  by  Ber.  L.  Shaw, 

OHIO— 9897.06. 

Cincinnati,  E.  W.  Hyde, 

W.  Schaffer. 
ClarksAeld,  Legacy  of  Spelman  Pelton,  bj 

8.  P.  De Wolfe,  Ex., 
Hudson,  Ch.  of  Western  Reserve  College, 

by  Rev.  C.  CnUer,  D.D., 
Warren,  EUen  A.  Darling, 

INDIANA— 928.66. 

Fort   Wayne,    Plymouth,  by  Rer.  A.  B. 
Brown, 

ILLINOIS— 9630.00. 

Annawan  and  Atkinson,  by  W.  M.  Smith, 
Bartlett,  by  Rev.  G.  A.  Coleman, 
Batavia,  by  Prof.  W.  Coffin, 
Chenoa,  First,  by  Rev.  G.  V.  Willis, 
Chicago,  Ladies'  Miss.  Soc.  of  New  England 

Ch.,  by  Mrs.  Savage, 

S.  B.  French, 
Dallas  City,  First,  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Cutler, 
Dixon,  Cyrus  Davis, 
Dundee, 

Farmington,  9121 ;  Sabbath-school,  $10, 
Forest  Hill,  First,  by  Rev.D.  Sherrill, 
Golesbnrgh,  First  Ch.  of  Christ,  by  A.  N. 

Bancroft, 
Godfrey,  Ch.  of  Christ,  by  J.  R.  Isett, 
Henry,  Huldah  Hoyt, 
Jacksonville,   mon.  con.,  by  Rev.  M.  K. 

Whittiesey, 
Kewanee,  by  M.  Doty, 

North  Union  School, 
Ontario,    Ladies,    by    Mrs.   E.    Tapper, 

freight, 
Paxton, 

Princeton,  Sabbath-sohool,  by  Mrs.   Bolt- 
wood, 
Sublette,  by  L.  P.  Trowbridge, 

MISSOURI— 910.00. 
Kidder,  by  B.  C.  Goolt, 

MICHIGAN— 1601.69. 

Allegan,  Mrs.  I.  E.  Bingham, 

Calumet,  First,  by  Rev.  C.  B.  Curtis, 

Grand  Haven,  Rev.  J    Y.  Hiokmott  and 
family, 

Kalkaska,  Firsts  by  Rev.  J.  R.  Savage, 

Mattawan,  by  Rev.  J.  H.  William^ 

Northport,  wh.  const.  Rev.  P.  F.  McClel- 
land a  L.  M., 

Pleasanton,  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Millard, 

Fort  Huron,  First,  by  A.  Fish, 

Romeo,  addU,  by  W.  Loud, 

Smyrna,  by  Rev.  8.  S.  Slyter, 

Waoousta,  Firet,  by  Rev.  W.  H.  Bkentel- 
bury, 

Wayne,  by  W.  C.  Stoen, 
Rev.  B.  Porter, 

Whitehall,  First,  by  L.  P.  Oovall, 

WISCONSIN— 9872.7a 

Received  by  Rev.  H.  A.  Miner : 
Darlington,  by  Rev,  M.  Rowley,    §17  SO 
Jamesviile,  by  Dea.  J.  Wright,       tt  84 
matterille,  by  Rev.  A.  P.  John- 
son,  96  46 


918  00 

98  68 
6  00 


666 

6  00 


90  00 
30  09 

826  86 

16  00 
600 


28  65 


12  00 

22  34 

100  27 

7  50 

60  00 
50  GO 

10  00 

5  00 
9  80 

181  00 

11  00 

90  56 
52  55 

6  00 

6  SO 

25  35 

2  17 

200 
25  00 

6  12 
845 


10  00 


10  00 
949  60 

600 
10  00 
16  00 

81  81 

loot 

101  81 
500 
650 

26  00 

18  00 

600 

16  57 

Appleton,  Outagamie  Min.  Aanoa,  by  Rer. 

W.  B.  WilliauMS 
Arena,  by  W.  Jones, 
Beloit,  First,  by  A.  W.  Ha&nafonI, 
Dartford,  91O ;  BlulTtou,  92.87,   by  Rev. 

E.  N.  Ruddock, 
FranksvUle,    911.38;    Raymond,     918.67, 

and  wh.  const.  H.  A.  Brooks  a  L.M., 

by  Rev.  G.  W.  Wainwright, 
Freedom,  98.86 ;  Kankanna,  M,  bj  Rer. 

W.  B.  WUliam^ 
Guy>    Miil^   94.^;    Mt.    Stcriing,    f8; 

Seneca,  93,  by  Rev.  P.  Valentine, 
Milwaukee,  Spring  Street,  by  L.  A.  Warren, 
Minnesota  Junction,  E.  Anderson, 
Musooda,  by  Rev.  A.  A.  Overton, 
River  Falls,  by  E.  D.  Levings, 
Stockbridge,  by  Rev.  F.  Herbrechter, 
Union  Grove,  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Sharp, 
Wauwatoaa,  by  Rev.   L.  Clapp,  to  const. 
Mm.  £.  M.  Nelson  a  L  M., 

IOWA— 9886.78. 

Received  by  Rev.  K  Adams : 

Central  City,  9I8  86 

M'Gregor,  Woman's  Miss.  Soo.,         5  07 

Osage,  10  00 

Centennial  offering  of  Woman's 

Miss.  Soc.,  10  60 

Belmond,  Rev.  J.  D.  Sands  and  family. 
Center  Point  and  Troy  Mills,  by  Rev.  C. 

Dame, 
Cherokee,  by  Rev.  F,  Hurd, 
Davenport,  Edwards,  by  J.  Goldsbury, 
Oilman,  mon.  con.,  by  S.  J.  Buck, 
Lansing,  by  Rev.  P.  Lilts, 
Le  Mars,  by  Rev.  A.  K  Arnold, 
Maquoketa,  Miss.  Soc.,  by  Mary  E.  Lyman, 
Oskalooea,  Mrs.  Mary  Nichols,  by  Rev,  J. 

E.  Snowden, 
Red  Oak,  by  Rev.  J.  AUmider, 

MINNESOTA— 9186.38. 

Received  by  W.  Cheney,  Treas.  Minn.  H. 
M.  Soc.: 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota  Woman's 


962  69 

5  00 

98  41 

12  87 


80  00 

18  86 

10  86 
80  00 

460 
12  60 
22  25 

2  26 
98  00 

40  00 


Cent  Soc., 
Plymouth, 


9189  67 
18  99 


Blenavon  and  Shetek  Station,  by  Rev.  P. 

Peregrin«% 
Minneaptohs,  Second,  by  L.  B.  Graham, 
Rone  Creek,  bj  Rev.  A.  Morse, 
Sank  Rapids,  by  Rev.  8.  Hall, 


70  79 


KANSAS— 971.26. 

Received  by  Rev.  B,  D.  Btons : 
Qnindaro, 
Wyandotte  Forest, 


9375 
400 


Blue  Ridge  and  Petersville,  by  Rev.  C.  D. 

Wright, 
Highland,  a  Friend  to  the  Cause, 
Hiawatha,  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Liggett, 
Pierce  City,  by  Rev.  T.  A.  Wickes, 
Sabetha,  First,  by  Rev.  H.  W.  Shaw, 

NEBRASKA— 1142.66. 

Crete,  by  Rev.  H.  Bross. 

Ladies'  Miss.  Soc.,  98 ;  Ladies'  Miss.  As- 
soc, of  Nebraska,  93.50,  by  Mrs.  H. 
Bates, 
German  Church,   92.90 ;  Mrs.  M.  Veita, 
91 ;  Olive  Branch,  92.10,  by  Rev.  0. 
F.  Veiti, 

De  Witt,  by  Rev.  J.  Goodell, 

Irvington,  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Spencer, 

Lincoln,  by  Rev.  L.  Gregory, 

Omaha,  by  Rev.  H.  N.  Gates, 

Steele  City,  by  Rev.  S.  G.  Dean, 

COLORADO— 912.60. 
Denver,  R«v.  F.  B.  Perkiiu, 


48  98 
900 

6  00 

16  40 

160  00 

882 
88  60 
18  60 
26  48 

600 
21  00 


158  68 

9  00 

11  60 

8  69 

6  60 


776 

400 

60 

26  00 

95  00 

900 


10  00 


U  GO 


600 
5  00 
96  00 
12  00 
48  06 
96  00 


19  60 


1877. 
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tS5  05 

10  00 

687 

90  00 

6U0 

15  00 

18  85 

OAUFORMU— |96w77. 

BwUey,  Fbtt  bj  R«t.  B.  B.  Fftyne, 
Haprud^  Bden,  by  Rer.  J.  T.  WiUfl, 
Ltvteon.  Mxm.  J.  O.  PhUUiM,  by  Ber.  A* 

T.  Jaekioo, 
iMAngBlm,  Dca.  Fnadi  WUion, 
FenadRQ,  Iqr  Ber.  H.  C.  Watahe, 
8u  Bernndino,  by  B«t.  J.  T.  Ford, 
Soqnd,  by  Ber.  A.  C.  Dnnoui, 

WASHINGTON  TBRBITOBT— fSl.Sfi. 

Olynpia,  by  Bev.  G.  W.  Skinner,  11  66 

«fa*^"»««i«.  MiSBkm  Ch.  of  Chriife,  by  B. 

luH,  »00 

aVADA--$8B.OO. 

loBtTCAl,  Ber.  Gooise  H.  Welte,  S5  00 

8lMrttookc,T.&Moi«y,«5;8.7.Mor^,$6,  10  00 

8AXDWICH  ISLAin>3--f438.00. 
Sudvidi  Idmnda.  A  Friend,  488  00 

HOXB  MI8SI0KART,  19  70 


WoloottviUe,  Ot.,  Ladies*  Benev.  See.,  by 
Mn.  Adeline  Perklms  box  and  freight. 

Wnodbridge,  Ct..  Ladies*  Bevr.  Ckcle,  by  Mrs. 
Walter  B.  Feck,  bbl.  and  cash,  78  00 


199  60 


$19,086  97 


0f  doikinCn  «fc. 


76  18 

180  00 

11  00 
00 


AtiMl,  Maaa.,  Ladies*  Home  Miss.  Boo.,  by 

Mn.  Reoben  Oarlleld,  two  bbls.,  $101  00 

Aooakfidd,  Ct.,  Ladiei*  Benev.  Soc.,  by  Mn. 

Jooattaan  Bidwell,  box, 
Bddgeport,  Ct.,  L^dieif*  Aaaoc.  of  First  Cb., 

by  Miss  M.  L.  Tomlinson,  box, 
BnoUyn,  N.  Y.,  Ber.  W.  H.  Whittemore, 

bundle  and  freight, 

OuMBdaigaa,  K.  T.,  Ladies,  box  and  oash, 

OUcago,  UL,  Indies'  Miaa.  Soc.  of  New  Bng- 

land  Ch.,  by  Mrs.  Savage,  bundle  of  books. 

(Mnmba^  O.^  Ladies  of  Finct  Ch.,  by  Bev. 

B.  O.  Hatchin^  bbL 
Ooooocd,  N.  H.,  Ladiaaof  South  Ch.,  by  Mrs. 

Calvin  Howa,  bbL, 
Dover,  N.  H.,  Ladies*  Home  Miss.  Soc,  by 

Miss  H.  B.  Wyatt,  box, 
Bart  Hartford,   Ct.,   Ladies*    Sew.   Soc.  of 

North  Distridt,  by  H.  T.  KUbonme,  bbL, 
Flairlield,  Ct.,  Ladies'  Soc,  by  Mis.  Jane  A. 

Kippen,  box  and  freight, 
Farmington,   UL,   Ladiea,    by  Mra.   J.  W. 

KeweU,  box, 
Frmmingham,  Mam..  Ladies,  bux, 
HaverhilL  Mass.,  industrial  Soc  of  North 

Ch.,  by  AJice  O.  Tenney,  box  and  bbL, 
Montciair,  N.  J.,  Ladies*  Aid  Soc.  by  Mrs. 

C.  H.  Noyes,  two  boxes, 
Newborjrport.  Mass.,  Ladies,  bbL 
Kew  MUford,  Ct.,  Ladies*  Hume  Miss.  Soc, 

by  ISL  L.  Bonar,  box, 
Forth  Haven,  Ct,  Ladies,  by  Mrs.  Lewis  & 

Fowler,  bbL, 
North  Torringford,  Ct.,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Barber, 

bbl. 
Ontario,  IIL,  Ladies,  by  M.  B.  Tnpper,  box. 
Plain vilJe,  Ct.,  Ladiea*  fienav.  Soc,  by  Mrs. 

S.  Hough,  bbL, 
FlantKviUe,  Ct.,  Industrial  Soc,  by  Mrs.  J. 

C.  Smith,  box, 
Portamooth,  N.  H.,  Indies*  Home  Miss.  Soc, 

by  Miss  M.  H.  Peodexter,  box, 
Qidncy,  UL,  Ladiea  of  First  Ch.,  by  Mrs. 

John  Wood,  Sr.,  bbl., 
St.  Altwns,  VL,  Ladies  of  First  Ch.,  by  Mrs. 

C.  F.  Safford,  two  bbls., 
Sherburne,  N.  Y.,  Ladies,  box, 
Smyrna,  N.  Y.,  Ladies,  by  Mrs.  H.  M.  Dixon, 

box, 
Stamford,  Ct.,  Ladies  of  First  Ch.,  by  Mrs. 

▲.  P.  Beats,  three  bbla.  and  cash, 
Thetford,    TL,    Julia   Fletcher,    box   and 

frelgbt, 
Thompson,    Ct.,   Ladiea,   by  Miss  B.   D. 

Larned,  bbU, 
Watcrbnry,  Ct.,  Ladieir  Bcnev.  Soc.  of  Fint 

Ch.,  by  Mn.  H.  M.  Dnttoo,  box  and  cash, 
WiBdisater,  N.  H.,  LMUesC  Home  Miaa.  Soc, 
^  by  Mnk  Wo.  Athoton,  bbL, 


119  61 

16$  88 

76  00 

140  00 

80  00 
S66  01 

916  00 

806  00 

188  00 

87  00 

99  00 

68  80 

40  00 

90  00 

88  00 

160  00 
66  00 

49  00 

9S0  00 

80  00 

99  88 

leoo 

$48  86 

Btot^ftt   qf  Me  MiMJuaekuaetu   Honu  Mlulonarp 
Soetstif^  in  Jfovember^  Chajujw  Dkmovd,  J)nea», 

Abington,  First,  $6  00 

Adams,  South,  by  W.  0.  Plnnkett,  100  00 

Amesbury  and  Salinbury.  Union,  0  46 

Amherkt,  North,  by  Ed.  Hobart,  64  60 

Andover,  Chapel,  by  W.  F.  Draper,  850  00 
Andover,  South,  in  part,  $986;  moo.  oon., 

$66,  80000 
Beverly,  Dane  Street,  to  const  A.  A,  Gallonpe 

a  L.  M.,  106  80 

Boston,  Charlestown,  Winthrop,  100  00 

A  Friend,  16  00 

Bliot,  100  00 

Mt  Vernon,  by  B.  P.  Fiske,  971  09 

Old  South,  100  00 

OUvet,  90  00 
Park  Street,  by  N.  F.  Farley,  in  part,        1,189  40 

Union,  8  84 

Vine  Street,  mon.  con.,  19  60 

Went  Hoxbury,  198  60 

A  Friend,  9  00 

Mrs.  K.  A.  Bigelow,  90  00 

Miss  H.  Carter,  10  00 

J.  W.  Foster,  10  00 

Boxford,  60  68 
Bridgewater,  Centnl  Square,  "  Harvest  Fea> 

tivaL**  90  00 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Ford,  60  00 

Brockton,  a  Thanksgiving  ofTering,  60  00 

Brookline,  Harvard,  by  H.  B.  Bagle,  890  18 

Cambridge.  A  Friend,  26  00 

Campello,  S.  S.,  for  S.  S.  work,  89  88 

Chester,  Second,  by  J.  S.  Chadwick,  8  60 

Chilmark,  9  76 
Danvera,  Maple  Street,  by  O.  W.  Fiske,  to 
const  Mrs.  Emily  B.  Learoyd,  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth C.   Moultun,  MIm  Carrie  W.  Trask 

and  Amos  L.  Perkins  L.  Ms.,  140  96 

Dedham,  Islington,  5  50 

Essex,  Ct,  by  Kev.  A.  S.  Gardiner,  16  60 

Fairhaven,  M.  8.  P.,  6  00 

FaU  Biver,  Central,  by  B.  6.  Borden,  600  00 

Fitchburg.  Galvinistic,  by  A.  S.  Dole,  429  26 
Framing  ham,    Plymouth,    Woman*8    Cent 

Soc,  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Stone,  66  00 

A  Friend,  5  00 

South,  by  A.  Coolidge,  60  46 

Franklin,  A  Friend,  6  00 

Freetown,                                             ^  6  00 
Georgetown,  Mrs.  Sarah  Bramah,  to  ooosL 

Miss  Mxry  Braman  a  L.  M.,  80  00 

GUbertville,  13  86 

Groton,  Union,  by  Curtis  Lawrence,  96  50 

A  Lady,  95 

Groveland,  by  M.  P.  Atwood,  18  00 

A  Friend,  60  00 

Hadley,  Ladies*  H.  M.  Soc.  of  BuaseD,  Ct,  86  00 
Hampden  Ben.  Asso.,  by  C.  Marsh  : 
Cbioopee,  Second,                               $64  10 
Granville,  West,                                     17  60 
Longmeadow,  Bast                               19  81 
West  Springfield,  Park  Street,            40  00 

194  41 

Harvard,  66  00 

Haverhill,  Center,  by  Exra  Kelly,  .  110  00 
A.  P.  Nichols,  A  Thank-offering  for  spe- 
cial mercies,  to  const  Bev.  C.  M.  Hyde^ 

D.D.,  a  L.  D.,  100  00 

Otis  Towns,  8  00 
A.  Wentwoith,  to  const  Mn.  Hattio  B. 

Wentworth  a  L.  M.,  100  00 

Haydenville,  by  C.  D.  Waite,  11  66 

Hinsdale,  by  Bev.  B.  Flint,  168  10 

Holbrvok.  Mrs.  C.  S.  Holbrook,  96  00 

Holden,  A  Friend,                                   •  60  00 

Lawrence,  Bliot,  by  C.  D.  Moofe,  69  00 

South,  16  8S 
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Lee,  Hn.  Hftrriaon  G«rfle1d,  by  W.  J.  Bart- 

lett, 
LeomiBRter,  North,  by  Mrn.  J.  A.  FUke, 
Lowell,  High  Street^  Leonard  Kimball, 

8.  A.  Cha<4c, 

J.  K.  Chaae, 

Nathan  Cnwby, 

Abel  Whitney, 

B.  N.  Wood, 

Wm.  Nichols, 
Lynnfleld,  Second, 
Malone,  N.  Y., 
Manchester, 

MamachQfletta,  A  Friend, 
Med  way, 

W.,  by  B.  White, 
Milton,  Mn.  Charlotte  Yoee, 
Newbnryport,  North,  by  T.  Po«ter, 
New  Haven,  Ot.,  Mm.  E.  H.  Blake, 
Newton,  Eliot,  by  E.  Woodward, 
Northampton,  A  Friend, 
North  Andover, 
Otis, 

Plympton, 
Qaincy,  Wollaston, 
liaudolph,  H., 

Reading,  Bethenda,  special  collection, 
Rochester  Center,  by  J.  S.  Ryder,  to  connt. 

Chas.  A.  Haskell  and  Miss  Sarah  A.  Has- 
kell L.  Ms., 
Salem,  Tabernacle,  by  J.  H.  Phippen, 
Sootland,  oy  ReT.  I.  Danbam, 

Rev.  I.  Dunham, 
Sharon.  $50 ;  Sab.  Sch.,  $90, 
Shrewsborv,  mon.  con., 
Tisbury.  West, 
Tewksbnry,  A  Friend  [flOO,  erron*y  ack*d  in 

Oct.l. 
WalpCle,  Bast, 
Wayland,  by  J.  A.  Roby, 

Mn*.  J.  A.  Roby, 
Wellfleet,  South,  A  Friend, 
Weymouth,  Second,  to  const.  Mrs.  M.  W. 
'     Lloyd  and  Mrs.  A.  P.  Richardson  L.  Ms., 
Winchendon,  First,  by  C.  J.  Rice, 
Wobnm,  Mrs.  Gilbert  Richardson, 
Worcester,  Central,  mon.  con., 

A  Friend,  to  const.  Geo.  E.  Oladwin  and 
Mrs.  Mary  D.  Gladwin  L.  Ms., 

G.  Henry  Whitoomb, 

Piedmont,  Bstate  of  Mrs.  Sarah  T.  How, 
by  O.  Wheeler, 
Home  Missionary, 


$10  00 

17  76 

10  00 

«00 

10  00 

S5  00 

10  00 

0  00 

600 

407 

68  04 

S8  60 

10  00 

08  66 

103  60 

6  00 

7«  78 

60  00 

897  10 

S6  00 

80  00 

900 

6  00 

860 

100  00 

100  00 

61  00 

486  60 

86  00 

600 

70  00 

[40  00 

11  60 

486 

19  80 

4  00 

6  00 

83  00 

8)70 

9  00 

600 

100  00 

100  00 

100  00 

8  00 

#8,296  77 


DonaHtmt  qf  Ctothing^  etc.,  received  at  ths  qffiot  €f 
the  Maa^  Home  Mut,  Soc.^  Botkm, 

Andover,  by  Miss  L.  B.  Pierson,  barrel,  $149  76 

"        by  Miss  L.  H.  Swift,  barrel,  185  00 

Bradford  Academy,  barrel,  114  00 

Concord,  by  Miss  May  Munroe,  two  barrels,  179  00 

Danvers,  by  Miss  L.  Topley.  barrel,  90  96 

Fall  River,  by  Mrs.  G.  D.  Marble,  barreU  944  80 

Ficchbnrg,  Rollstone,  by  Lucy  J.  Hllis,  barrel,  139  00 
Greenfield,  Second,  by  Mrs.  H.  M.  Fuller, 

barrel.  111  18 

Groton,  by  Mrs.  H.  W.  Whitney,  barrel,  07  40 

Hopkinton,  by  Mrs.  B.  I.  Jenks,  barrel,  86  00 

Hyde  Park,  box  of  books,  60  00 

Methucn,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Towns,  barrel,  71  89 

Millbory,  S.  8.  Mission  Circle,  barrel,  90  00 

**         Second,  Miss  E.  M.  Goes,  barrel,  96  00 

Monson,  barrel,  80  00 
Newburyport,  Belleville,  by  Mrs.  C.  W.  Piske, 

two  barrels,  970  00 
Northampton,  by  Mrs.  H.  K.  Starkweather, 

barrel,  931  00 

North  Brookfleld,  First,  Martha  B.  Nye,  bbL,  106  00 

PhilUpston,  by  Mrs.  T.  H.  Chaffln,  box,  40  00 

Pittsfteld,  Freewill  Soc.,  three  barrels,  966  10 

Reading,  by  Mrs.  M.  Temple,  barrel,  60  00 

Salem,  Tabernacle,  by  Mrs.  S.  B.  Choate,  bbL,  940  00 

Sharon,  Dorcal  Soo.,  box,  81  19 

Spenoer,  by  Mrs.  J.  W.  Temple,  two  bimels,  148  00 


i^teriing,  by  Mrs.  C.  E.  Arnold,  box,  $38  00 

Sudbury,  by  Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Oviatt,  barrel,  106  90 
Taunton,  Broadway,  by  Mrs.  K  E.  Richards, 

two  barrels,  980  90 

Uxbridge,  by  Mrs.  A.  D.  Adams,  barrel,  74  00 

Wareham,  by  Miss  May  Gibbs,  barreU  64  00 

Westminster,  by  Mrs.  J.  B.  Wood,  barrel,  82  00 

Yarmouth,  barrel,  61  77 


lUetlptt  qf  th4  Ootinsctteui  Horns  Mimkmary  So- 
eUtify  in  Notember^  Jamem  L.  Ohapkaii,  TYetu. 

Ashford,  by  C.  P.  Grosvenor,  $6  68 
Black  Rock,  by  Rev.  H.  W.  Pope,  to  const. 
John  Fancher  and  Miss  H.  L.  Lockwood 
L.  Ms.,  73  .36 
East  Hartland,  by  Rev.  N.  G.  Bonney,  9  88 
Greene  viUe,  by  I.  W.  Carey,  to  const.  Na- 
than L.  Bishop  a  L.  M.,  45  46 
Haddam,  by  Rev.  E.  E.  Lcw1«,  IS  00 
Jewett  City,  by  H.  T.  Crosby,  11  96 
Manchester,  Second,  by  Wm.  Scott,  to  const. 
Wm.      McCormack,     Mary    McCormack, 
Electa  Smith,  Wm.  C.  Vinton,  Louisa  J. 
Locke tt  and  Mrs.  O.  Wolcott  L  Mh.  180  75 
Meriden,  First,  by  B.  H.  Catlin,  to  const. 

Chas.  L.  Tajlor  a  L.  M.,  66  40 

Middletown,  First,  add'l,  by  H.  E.  Sawyer,  42  60 

Nangatnck,  Ellen  Spencer,  150  00 
New  Britam,   South,   special,   by  Wm.  H. 

Hart  74  60 
New  Haven,   Taylor   Ch.,  by  Rev.   H.   L. 

Hutchins,  7  60 

Plymouth,  by  Arthur  Beardslcy,  28  69 
Riverton,  by  Arba  Alfonl,  to  const.  Hubert 

Osborne  a  L.  M.,  84  00 

Seymour,  by  I.  D.  Spencer,  90  00 

South  Windsor,  by  B.  B.  Clapp,  41  69 

Thomaston.  addM,  by  P.  Darrow,  86  11 

Unionville,  quarterly,  by  J.  P.  Chamberlin,  39  86 

Watcrbnry,  Second,  by  D.  F.  Maltby,  498  41 

Westford,  by  C.  Whiton,  7  00 

Wilton,  by  Rev.  S.  J.  M.  Merwin,  8  66 

Woloottville,  by  £.  J.  Steele,  4t  90 


$1,418  83 


ReceipU  of 'the  Ohio  Home  JfUmionarv  Sodetp^  in 
^lyovember,  F.  C.  Sessions,  TWos. 

Claridon,  add'l,  by  E.  Wilmot, 

S.  S.,  by  Rev.  A.  D.  Barber, 
Gambler,  by  Z.  Carliale, 
Madison,  Center,  by  J.  lu  Childs, 
Mantua,  by  W.  M.  Jones, 
Porlsville,  by  Rev.  D.  Davies, 
Sandusky,  Lewis  Mohh, 
Springfield,  add*l.  by  T.  E.  Leiand, 
Received  by  Rev.  Dr.  Wolcott,  Sec  : 

Brooklyn,  by  A.  B.  Reed, 

Collamer,  by  W.  H.  Coit, 

Buggies,  Rev.  G.  V.  Fry, 

Sylvania,  by  P.  T.  Clark, 

I 

$174  84 


$16  16 

16  00 

600 

84  89 

900 

11  60 

25  00 

11  86 

6  60 

25  00 

10  00 

6  60 

Recttpte,  in  eoin^  of  CaUfornta  Agency,  by  J. 
Cx«AJUC,  Financial  Agent. 

Antioch,  $t 

Fort  Jonae,  ( 

Gra!«  Valley,  1( 

Little  Shasta, 
Oakland,  First, 

Plymouth  Avenue, 
Oro  Fine, 
Petoluina, 
Sacramento, 

San  Francisco,  Ann.  Meeting  of  Gen.  Aasoc., 
Santa  Cruz, 
WeavervUle, 
Yroka, 


W. 


$490  66 


%h  Mmt  MimoMt^ 


Oo, Pbbach  the  Qobpkl Mark  xri.  15. 

How  shall  ihey  preach  except  they  be  sent  ?  .  Earn.  x.  15. 
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THE  EVANGELISTIC  PASTOR 

[Fram  an  Essay  read  before  the  General  Association  of  New  York,  at  Lockport,  in 
October,  1876,  by  Bey.  Saicuel  H  Ymanr,  Pastor  of  thp  Harlem  Congregational 
Ctaax^  New  York  Cil^.] 

Is  Uiere  no  way  by  which  a  settled  pastor  may  reach  and  moye  a  commnnity, 
^licken  the  church  and  gather  in  a  multitude  of  souls,  but  by  calling  to  his  aid 
ooe  of  these  brethren  so  gloriously  blessed  in  the  grandest  work  that  man  is  per- 
nutted  to  do  in  this  world,  so  tenderly  loved  and  prized  by  us  all  ?  What  if 
Snngelist  and  Pastor  could  be  married,  the  ceremony  performed  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  the  voice  from  heaven  be  heard  saying,  "  What  God  hath  joined  together 
let  not  man  put  asunder. '^  The  hope  and  prayer  of  the  church  might  then  be 
answered,  in  the  more  e£Scient  toils  of  the  Evangelistic  Pastor. 

There  is  nothing  radically  antagonistic  between  them — there  is  no  real  incom- 
pttibility  in  spirit,  nor  in  toils,  that  might  cause  trouble  and  divorce  in  days  to 
^osae.  The  Evangelist  with  his  glowing  soul,  his  simple  *'  good  news,"  his  longing 
fw  the  conversion  of  every  soul  of  every  condition — his  disregard  for  sect  linc« 
*nd  for  formal  toils,  entering  into  the  Pastor  with  his  love  for  those  committerl  to 
^  cue,  his  zeal  for  their  likeness  to  Christ — ^his  power  to  train  them  and  fef^ 
^^oa  with  the  finest  of  the  wheat,  will  magnify  his  life  and  make  it  broad,  rich, 
^eoL  He  will  build  from  deeper  foundations  to  loftier  heights ;  with  Ifroadet 
°*>e  his  life-woric  will  show  grander  proportions,  and  while  bu  own  church  will 
^  lose  his  labora,  the  world  without  will  feel  their  power  and  Ijc  enriched. 
^  spirit  of  the  Evangelist  may  enter  into  the  Pastor  and  impress  bis  work  as 

^  fragrant  and  subtly  fumes  of  the  alchemists  were  designed  to  iml/oe  the 
*^tars  of  Damascus,'^  wboae  blades  could  then  Ije  trusted  for  the  most  ddi' 
<^  and  important  work.  The  Pattor  is  a  preacher — the  Evangelist  in  him  shall 
qoic^  his  preadiing,  make  it  direct,  shear  off  its  ezcre»>c^oes,  and  catise  it  to 
P^  with  salvation  pofwer !  The  Pastor  is  a  stodent — the  Evangelist  in  bim  shall 
°^  hixn  pre-eminently  a  Bible  student,  caring  more  for  the  Word  of  Ofjd  than 
^or  that  of  man,  and  bringing  out  the  g\f/ni»  of  that  revelati/>n  instead  of 
udnlging  in  gorgeoos  rlietorie  for  the  delight  of  the  cultured.  If  his  speedb 
8^<>v«  more  rugged,  it  will  gain  in  power. 

The  Evangdist  in  the  Vrntar  wiO  call  him  to  irXiee  the  n«eds  €4  his  tj/mmrmHf 
■Bd  to  take  in,  as  new  befote,  its  mwltitisdfik^qs  wants.  He  will  mf,  his  narroir 
boriea  ilzctddng  ovfc  into  intenninable  dirtaaoes  and  his  i^orsely  tettkd  dktiki 
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crowded  with  needy  sonls.  His  ears  will  ring  with  the  cry  of  distress  from  drunk- 
ards' homes  and  the  chambers  of  penury.  The  outcast  will  be  heard  speaking  his 
name  iu  an  agonized  call,  the  profligate  will  claim  his  attention,  and  the  harlot 
come  within  the  range  of  his  vision.  His  own  household  in  its  spiritual  necessities 
will  crowd  upon  his  thoughts ;  each  unconrerted  soul  in  every  family  will  person- 
ally appear  in  mind,  needing  his  prayer  and  his  counsel,  and  out  of  an  over- 
whelmed soul  he  will  cry,  "  Who  is  sufficient  for  these  things  ? "  and  here  begins 
the  success  of  every  spiritual  worker.  A  brother  in  the  ministry  was  brought  to 
such  a  home  as  this,  and  feeling  that  he  must  lead  souls  or  die,  threw  himself  on 
his  knees  in  his  study  and  cried,  **  Oh,  God  I  break  this  heart  of  mine  and  give  me 
a  contrite  spirit/'  Just  at  that  moment  ho  heard  a  faint  rap  at  the  door,  and 
opening  it,  his  little  child  entered.  She  had  heard  her  father's  prayer  and  God 
had  heard  it,  and  she  wanted  a  clean  heart :  •*  Father,  I  wish  you  would  pray  for 
me."  At  the  next  meeting  of  the  church  there  were  forty'inquirers.  The  windows 
of  heaven  open  over  such  a  soul,  its  doors  swing  wide,  and  upon  and  into  the  soul 
comes  the  strength  and  wisdom  and  love  of  Christ  "  The  power  of  God  to  heal " 
is  there,  and  lo !  the  people  say,  **  A  revival  has  begun."  The  preaching  is  pun- 
gent, and  still  instructive;  souls  are  quickened  and  still  the  growthful  are  nourished 
— sinners  cry  out  and  are  directed  to  Christ,  and  still  the  sain^  are  confirmed  in 
holiness.  The  preacher  does  not  leave  his  family  and  wander  from  city  to  city, 
but  preserves  the  evangelistic  spirit  in  all  the  work  which  he  undertakes  in  his 
own  community,  and  finds  that  there  is  enough  for  all  his  zeal  and  poyrer. 

His  prayer  takes  in  every  other  Christian  worker  in  his  neighborhood  and  seeks 
their  highest  success.  Into  his  preaching  comes  a  strong  clement  of  personality. 
The  Evangelist  preaches  ever  a  personal  Christ,  and  the  hearer  obtains  a  vivid  view 
of  a  real  individual  with  hand  outstretched  to  save.  This  spirit  becoming  the 
possession  of  the  Pastor,  the  whole  Christian  life  finds  new  help  in  his  fresh  pres- 
entation of  Christ  Jesus  as  the  personal  friend,  supplying  every  want,  entering 
into  every  experience,  sharing  every  joy  and  sorrow,  and  even  **  standing  "  up  in 
heaven  over  every  Stephen  out  of  his  intense  solicitude  to  help  and  to  receive  the 
earthly  child.  With  the  same  warmth  shown  in  seeking  the  conversion  of  the 
soul,  he  endeavors  to  perfect  that  character  in  the  new  believer  without  which  his 
profession  soon  becomes  only  the  tawdry  exhibit  of  an  excited  feeling. 

The  life  and  work  of  the  Evangelistic  Pastor  shall  thus  be  harmonious  and 
grow  in  worth  and  power.  He  will  not  leave  his  church,  but  will  often  be  seen 
preaching  by  the  wayside,  in  halls  and  school-houses,  and  extemporized  buildings. 
He  will  not  forsake  the  families  of  his  flock,  but  through  dusty,  dirty  windows 
you  may  see  him  sitting  in  the  dwellings  of  the  forsaken,  and  often  hear  his  tones 
of  earnest  prayer  as  they  float  out  from  cellars  and  garrets  and  places  unfrequented 
by  Christian  people.  The  dwellers  at  the  poor- farm  bless  him  for  his  words  of 
prayer  and  kindly  ministry  of  Christ.  Intemperance  feels  the  might  of  his  blows, 
and  the  drunkard  speaks  of  the  tenderness  of  his  sympathetic  labor.  He  has 
increased  the  fervency  of  his  petitions  and  seems  to  seek  in  his  requests  the  outer 
bands  of  the  divine  promises.  His  heart  beats  in  love  for  the  whole  world,  and 
his  people  become  acquainted  with  mission  needs  and  success,  and  are  broadened 
in  a  Christly  sympathy.  His  own  prayer- meetings  have  a  new  zest ;  he  employs 
no  meretricious  tricks  to  attract,  but  an  indescribable  something  makes  them  more 
attractive  as  he  finds  some  fitting  work  for  each  to  do.  His  church  develops  in 
activity  and  each  one  finds  pleasure  in  the  work  allotted.  There  is  new  worship 
in  the  singing  even,  which  has  felt  the  touch  of  an  evangelistic  spirit  and  swells 
the  chorus  of  heavenly  praise.  His  study  is  not  neglected,  but  he  understands 
better  the  spirit  of  Luther  who  had  to  take  more  time  to  pray,  the  more  his  work 
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mcreiiecL  Diffusiyeness  disappears  from  sermon  and  petition.  He  goes  as  direct 
to  God  as  to  the  sinner^s  heart.  He  imitates  nobody,  but  all  who  meet  him  try 
to  recall  who  it  is  he  brings  to  mind  in  this  new  spirit,  and  conclude  that  it  is  the 
Enngelist  who  some  years  ago  came  to  the  town  when  so  many  were  converted, 
and  yet "  he  is  a  better  pastor  than  ever  "  is  added  by  every  voice. 

The  vital  truth  of  salvation  tlirough  Christ  is  a  quickening  power  to  every  soul ; 
—who  touches  it  is  freshened  in  his  life  and  gathers  strength  as  did  the  giant 
Antsos  when  he  touched  the  earth.  It  is  the  life  of  the  Evangelist,  and  entering 
the  Pastor's  soul  as  an  abiding  force  brings  perpetual  f reslmess  and  an  exhaustless 
inspiration. 

The  old  gray-headed  minister  is  quickened,  and  people  want  him  for  a  Pastor 
again.  The  talk  in  the  parish  about  a  young  minister  to  supersede  him  who  has 
lired  among  them  for  years,  ends  when  the  old  man  appears  again  as  an  Evange- 
listic Pastor — and  he  who  stands  among  us  to-day  ripe  in  years,  rich  in  wisdom, 
royal  in  soul,  rejuvenated  by  the  evangelistic  spirit,  is  the  Gamaliel  at  whose  feet 
we  younger  brethren  shall  love  to  sit. 

The  Evangelistic  Pastor  is  not  the  subject  for  a  fancy  sketch,  but  he  is  a  reality. 
Under  the  blessing  of  Gk>d  such  have  lived  and  live  to-day  to  bless  the  community 
that  holds  their  precious  souls  and  shares  their  vigorous  labors.     What  a  mighty 
change  passed  upon  Dr.  Chalmera  when  the  evangelistic  spirit  was  joined  to  the 
pastor  already  installed  in  office.    Before  the  benediction  that  came  to  liim  in  his 
sickness  at  Fincraigs,  when  the  magnitude  of  eternity  weighed  upon  him  and  the 
examples  and  teachings  of  Pascal  stirred  liis  soul,  he  had  felt  that  a  pastor  had  few 
daties  that  could  not  be  well  performed  in  two  days  of  each  week,  leaving  the 
rest  for  any  study  or  office  he  might  see  fit  to  select     In  these  months  of  enforced 
qaiet,  reviewing  his  life,  it  seemed  to  him  all  unworthy  of  divine  acceptance  and 
fall  of  condemnation.     With  tremendous  effort  he  revolved  in  mind  the  greatest 
troths  on  which  the  mind  of  man  can  dwell,  and  sought  to  bring  his  soul  nearer 
to  God.     Brighter  shone  the  atonement,  clearer  came  tiie  view  of  a  sinner's  accept- 
ance with  God  through  Jesus  Christ,  grander  the  privilege  of  proclaiming  this 
troth,  and  when  the  work  of  sickness  was  accomplished  by  the  Holy  Spirit  he 
returned  to  his  pulpit  and  his  work.     He  was  thirty  years  of  age.     '*  Let  me 
brave  the  imputation  of  zeal  in  the  good  cause  of  religion,"  he  writes  in  his  diary 
at  the  close  of  a  Sabbath  day.     "  Let  me  give  my  whole  strength  to  the  conver- 
sion and  edification  of  my  people,"  is  his  prayer.    He  writes  to  his  mother :  "  Tou 
may  teU  my  father  that  I  have  at  length  come  into  his  opinion,  that  the  peculiar 
bosiness  of  his  profession  demands  all  the  time,  all  the  talents,  and  all  the  energy 
that  any  minister  is  possessed  ol"     "  I  never  come  in  now  but  I  find  you  aye  at 
your  Bible,"  said  a  friend  to  whom  Chalmers  had  once  said,  **  an  hour  or  two  of 
study  on  Saturday  evening  is  sufficient."     His  ministry  previous  to  this  illness 
was  weak,  hb  church  thinly  attended,  his  care  for  souls  as  such  much  neglected. 
But  he  returned  in  the  evangelistic  spirit   to  visit  all  the  sick  and  dying,  and 
qpeak  to  them  of  Christ,  to  call  upon  all  the  living  and  fix  religious  impressions 
upon  them — holding  out  to  them,  as  sinners,  Christ  and  his  salvation.     His  church 
filled  with  attentive  listeners,  and  says  an  old  hearer,  "  he  would  bend  over  the 
pulpit  and  press  us  to  take  the  gift  as  if  he  held  it  at  that  moment  in  his  hand, 
and  would  not  be  satisfied  till  every  one  of  us  had  got  possession  of  it ;  and  often, 
when  the  sermon  was  over  and  the  psalm  was  sung,  and  he  rose  to  pronounce  the 
blessing,  he  would  break  out  afresh  with  some  new  entreaty,  unwilling  to  let  us  go 
till  he  had  made  one  more  effort  to  persuade  us  to  accept  of  it,"  and  God  abided 
his  blessing     ^  Did  yon  feel  anything  particularly  in  church  to^lay  ? "  asked  one 
of  a  friend  as  they  left  the  doon.     ''  I  never  felt  myself  to  be  a  lost  sinner  till  to- 
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day,  when  I  was  listening  to  that  sermon/*  was  the  reply.  "  Strange,'*  was  the 
rejoinder,  **  it  was  just  the  same  with  me." 

'^  It  was  not  easy  for  the  most  indifferent  to  remain  unmoved,"  says  Dr.  Hanna, 
**  as  the  first  fervors  of  a  new-bom  faith  and  love  found  such  thrilling  strains  in 
which  to  vent  themselves."  The  church  became  crowded.  The  feeling  grew  with 
the  numbers  who  shared  in  it.  The  fame  of  those  wonderful  discourses  which 
were  now  emanating  from  the  burning  lips  of  this  new  Evangelist  [this  Evangel- 
istic Pastor]  spread  through  the  neighborhood,  till  at  last  there  was  not  an  adjacent 
parish  which  did  not  send  its  weekly  contribution  to  his  ministry — persons  from 
extreme  distances  in  the  country  found  themselves  side  by  side  in  the  same  crowded 
pew.  Looking  over  the  congregation,  the  inhabitant  of  Dundee  could  generally 
count  a  dozen  or  two  of  his  fellow-townsmen  around  him,  while  ministers  from 
Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  were  occasionally  detected  among  the  crowd.  And  when, 
at  the  bar  of  the  General  Assembly,  twenty  years  after,  he  was  arraigned  during 
the  discussion  on  Pluralities  by  an  opponent,  with  the  pamphlet  in  which  he 
claimed  five  days*  leisure  for  every  minister  for  the  pursuit  of  any  science,  he 
acknowledged  the  paper  as  his,  charged  himself  with  the  guilt  of  a  heinous 
crime  in  writing  it,  and  stood  as  a  repentant  culprit  at  the  bar,  saying:  **  Alas !  sir, 
I  thought  so  in  my  ignorance  and  pride.  Strangely  blinded  that  I  was  I  What, 
sir,  is  the  object  of  mathematical  science?  Magnitude  and  the  proportions  of 
magnitude.  But  then^  sir,  I  had  forgotten  two  magnitudes.  I  thought  not  of 
the  littleness  of  time.  I  recklessly  thought  not  of  the  greatness  of  eternity." 
The  Evangelistic  Pastor  found  all  his  time  sacred  for  the  work  of  Christ,  and 
called  it  little  in  ite  longest  span. 

It  was  the  evangelistic  spirit  in  Norman  McLeod  that  led  him  to  open  his 
church  on  Sabbath  evenings  for  the  working  classes,  and  admit  only  the  poorest 
and  most  needy  to  the  same  pews  occupied  by  wealth  and  station  in  the  morning 
— ^to  the  use  of  the  same  books  and  cushions,  and  to  the  richest  thoughts  of  his 
ripened  life.  For,  when  weary,  sick,  in  pain,  he  counted  it  a  joy  to  preach  to  this 
assembly,  saying  on  one  occasion,  "  Though  I  had  preached  twice  during  the  day, 
I  felt  as  if  I  could  have  gone  on  till  midnight.  There  is  something  overpower- 
ingly  interesting  in  seeing  fourteen  hundred  people  in  their  poor  clothes  drinking 
in  the  Word !  I  never  preach  as  I  do  to  them.  I/mI  what  it  is  to  he  an  Evangelist,'*^ 
"  I  never  experienced  more  joy  than  in  this  service.  It  is  grand.  I  do  not  envy 
Wellington  at  Waterloo."  And  when  his  body  was  drawn  through  the  streets, 
"There  goes  Norman  McLeod,'*  said  a  brawny  workingman  looking  tenderly 
towards  the  moving  column,  **  and  if  he  had  done  no  more  than  what  he  did  for 
my  soul,  he  would  shine  as  the  stars  forever,^''  It  was  the  evangelistic  spirit  in 
him  that  colored  his  dreams  as  he  neared  heaven,  with  the  fruits  of  the  mission 
work  he  so  dearly  loved.  "  I  have  had  such  a  glorious  dream,"  he  said,  before  he 
died;  ''  I  thought  the  whole  Punjaub  was  suddenly  Christianized,  and  such  noble 
fellows  with  their  native  churches  and  clergy.** 

Time  would  fail  to  tell  of  the  glorious  results  of  the  labor  of  men  of  kindred 
spirit,  men  settled  in  the  pastorate,  loving  the  bishopric  of  a  single  church,  and 
abundantly  honored  of  God  in  it  because  of  the  spirit  in  which  their  work  was 
performed.  It  is  because  of  this  spirit  that  many  with  feeble  power  and  few 
attainments  have  produced  colossal  results  in  their  lives.  It  is  because  of  the 
absence  of  this  spirit  that  men  grandly  endowed  and  nobly  cultured  are  so  circum- 
scribed in  the  measure  of  their  influence.  It  is  not  that  abundant  learning  is  a 
fault ;  it  is  that  the  evangelistic  spirit  is  a  virtue.  He  who  is  broad-minded,  well 
furnished  with  the  best  erudition,  with  the  bony  structure  of  his  faith  well  devel- 
oped — with  esthetic  nature  sensitive  and  trained  to  catch  each  passing  beauty  and 
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ireave  it  in  the  fabric  of  his  thought,  shall  under  the  polar  influence  of  the  crau- 
gdirtic  spirit  iodide  minds  of  power  in  every  community  to  Christ,  while  weaker 
sods  are  swayed  as  by  some  mighty  current,  by  whose  resistless  force  they  are 
borae  into  the  Christian  fold. 

We  are  told  that  on  one  occasion  the  waters  of  Niagara  were  held  back  till 
odj  a  tiny  stream  fell  where  now  the  tumbling  torrents  fill  the  soul  with  awe ; 
bat  at  length  the  barrier  was  removed,  and  oucc  more  the  rapids  leaped  like  a 
thousand  white  dolphins  at  play,  and  again  the  voice  of  many  waters  was  heard 
And  the  incense  rose  in  the  trembling  air.  In  many  a  Pastor  there  is  but  a  weak 
flow  of  spiritual  truth,  for  the  gospel  tide  is  turned  aside,  dammed  back  by  the 
thousand  ex  cathedra  duties  that  have  been  assumed.  The  evangelistic  spirit  shall 
turn  the  torrent  tide  of  saving  ti-uth  down  the  incline  of  human  thought  through 
the  Pastor's  soul,  and  it  shall  bear  away  impeding  forces ;  and  again  the  sound  that 
all  believers  love,  the  power  that  angels  covet,  shall  proclaim  the  freshened  flow  as 
aingmg  sotds  once  mofe  attract  the  angels  even  to  the  spiritual  Niagara  of  this 
man's  life. 

The  demand  of  the  hour  is  for  the  Evangelistic  Pastor.  Bcripturally,  philo- 
sophically, historically,  he  is  the  grandest  power  for  good  among  the  sons  of  men. 
Erery  city,  each  village  calls  for  the  directing  brain,  the  saving,  helpful  hand  of 
such  a  toiler.  In  every  church  lies  an  immense  power  for  Christ  unused — the 
energies  of  a  thousand  spiritual  giants  sleep  in  the  "dormitories  of  Christianity.'' 
"  Awake,  thou  that  sleepest,'^  is  the  call  of  Christ 


EXPECTATIONS  REAI^IZEI). 

BY  REV.   JOSEPH  "W.   PICKETT,   8UPT.,   SOUTHERN  IOWA. 

The  question  is  often  asked  our  churches :  **  Do  you  expect  to  gain  strength 
during  the  year  ?    Will  you  ask  less  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society  next  year 
than  you  have  this  ? "    A  faint  hope  is  generally  expressed   in  the  aflirmative, 
founded  upon  the  probable  number  who  will  leave  the  community  during  the  year, 
the  number  who  may  be  reasonably  expected  to  come  in,  and  in  some  rare  cases  the 
possibility  is  entertained  of  a  conversion  or  two  from  the  world.     Now,  it  is  cer- 
tainly legitimate  to  ask,  Do  we  possess  the  religion  which  Paul  preached  ?    Has 
it  become  simmered  down  to  such  feeble  expectations  as  this  ?    Is  this  all  that  is 
anticipated  by  a  body  of  men  and  women  banded  together  in  the  holiest  cause,  with 
unlimited  material  to  work  upon,  and  unlimited  power  at  their  command  ?    Can 
this  be  the  religion  that  overthrew  the  paganism  of  the  Roman  Empire,  that  pene- 
trated the  dark  forests  of  savage  Europe,  and  kindled  the  glory  of  our  civilization? 
Some  of  oin*  churches  are  coming  to  the  conviction  that  great  spiritual  enlarge- 
ment is  easily  within  their  grasp ;  that  they  have  only  to  reach  forth  their  hands, 
with  a  little  faith  and  courage,  to  po|sess  great  spoils  of  Satan's  kingdom.     I  will 
only  mention  one  church  that  has  acted  upon  this  conviction,  although  other  cases 
are  as  remarkable.     I  was  called  a  few  days  since  to  the  dedication  of  the  new 
house  of  worship  at  Dunlap,  a  new  town  in  Western  Iowa,  and  a  division  station 
on  the  North-western  Railroad.     One  year  ago  the  Congregational  church  in  this 
pleasant  village  possessed  a  small  church  edifice,  poorly  constructed,  smoky  and 
dingy,  in  the  suburbs  of  the  town,  inconvenient  of  access,  and  every  way  forbid- 
ding.    A  small  congregation  worshiped  here,  who  had  struggled  on  for  some 
Tears  amid  conscious  poverty  and  more  or  less  divisions.     One  year  since  there 
etme  to  this  people  a  strong  desire  for  the  spirit  of  God  and  a  nearuesa  lo  CVvcvi^ 
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Meetings  were  held,  with  marvelooB  results.  This  sceptical  town  was  revolution- 
ized by  the  Spirit  of  God.  Merchants,  bankers,  loading  men  were  conyerted,  the 
strength  of  the  two  churches,  Methodist  and  Congregationalist,  was  doubled. 
Our  people  said,  **Let  us  arise  and  build.^*  A  subscription  paper  was  circulated, 
hard  times  were  forgotten,  men^s  poverty  had  disappeared.  One  man  gave  $600, 
others  of  the  new  converts  gave  hundreds  each.  The  most  eligible  site  in  the 
town  was  chofien,  and  a  number  of  lots  were  purchased.  The  result  is  a  beautiful 
house  of  worship,  costing  some  $4,000,  with  audience  room,  prayer  room,  and 
minister's  study  on  the  same  floor,  opening  together  and  presenting  a  mosi  attract- 
ive appearance.  And  all  this  was  accomplished  without  aid  from  the  Union, 
without  debt,  or  collection  on  dedication  day.  Reaching  there  after  dark  on  the 
evening  before  dedication,  the  guests  were  ushered  into  the  audience  room,  where 
they  were  welcomed  by  a  large  assembly.  The  chandeliers  were  brightly  burning. 
Baskets  of  trailing  vines  were  pendent  from  the  walls.  Calla  lilies  and  other 
flowers  adorned  the  choir  and  pulpit.  The  view,  to  one  whose  last  visit  had  been 
to  the  old  church,  was  altogether  enchanting,  almost  beVildering.  The  heart 
could  only  respond,  "  What  hath  God  wrought  I  '^ 

The  next  morning  at  six  o'clock  the  bell  called  to  prayer ;  the  morning  was  one 
of  surpassing  loveliness;  the  light  broke  clear  and  beautiful  over  the  vast  rolling 
prairies ;  the  morning  star  seemed  to  beam  upon  one  object  that  drew  all  eyes  ;  it 
was  our  first  view  of  the  exterior  of  the  church.  The  beautiful  spire  and  pinna- 
cles rising  from  the  fair  structure,  the  ccntial  object  in  tliis  romantic  town, 
revealed  one  of  the  most  tasteful  churches  in  Western  Iowa.  The  prayer-meeting, 
well  attended,  was  followed  by  a  fellowship  meeting  at  ten,  the  dedication  services 
at  two  P.M.,  and  preaching  in  the  evening.  The  next  day  similar  meetings  were 
held,  a  communion  taking  the  place  of  the  dedicatory  service.  I  cannot  describe 
the  intense  joy  and  enthusiasm  that  attended  all  of  these  memorable  services. 

With  a  bound  the  church  has  sprung  into  life.  Old  difficulties  have  passed 
away.  Warm  love  for  Christ  and  each  other  seems  to  characterize  the  wliole  body. 
Each  member  bears  the  mantle  of  a  broad  Christian  charity,  and  the  church  is 
becoming  a  busy  workshop  for  Chriet.  Is  this  anything  more  than  the  normal 
condition  of  a  body  of  true  believers  in  Clirist  and  the  power  of  his  religion  ? 


pii$i$i0n»jrt)    §nU\Upntt. 


DAKOTA. 
Hev,   8,   Sheldoriy  Yankton, 

BBV.  M.  v.  B.  MORRISON. 

I  have  been  called  this  quarter  to  at- 
tend the  funeral  of  our  excellent  brother 
Morrison,  at  Canton.  He  was  much  loved 
by  his  people,  and  universally  respected 
in  the  community.  It  is  a  great  loss  to 
the  Canton  church  and  our  little  circle 
of  pioneer  missionaries. 

PORTLANDVTLLB. 

At  Portland ville,  on  the  Iowa  side,  I 
have  taken  the  first  steps  towards  adding 
another — the    sixteenth — ^to  our  list  of 


churches.  This  is  a  railroad  terminus, 
and  in  ordinary  times  would  be  a 
brisk  business  point.  It  was  the  first 
Congregational  service  ever  held  in  the 
place,  and  I  baptized  tlie  first  cbilcL 
How  grand  it  would  be,  if  all  the  peo- 
ple tvould  work  heartily  for  the  build- 
ing up  of  one  good,  strong  religious 
society  in  the  place,  till  there  should  be 
room  for  another  some  years  hence. 

ROCKPORT. 

At  Uockport  I  found  a  good  school- 
house,  and  the  little  church  anxious  for 
regular  preaching.    They  were  poor,  the 


tm. 

gnidioppcn  InTing  destroyed  their 
ODfn,  bat  tfaej  would  do  oil  they  could 
lorthempport  of  a.  minister.  One  tnnn 
wodld^ve  theoae  of  a  good  cow  for  a 
Jtu;  one  wonld  furaish  flour  for  a 
funilj  of  three ;  and  one,  who  was  in 
th:  itock-growing  baainess,  would  give 
1  ait  in  the  spring,  and  $35  in  money. 
All  bide  theni  good-bife,  at  the  close  of 
the  Sabbath  evening  service,  thej  were 
»tl  very  importunate  for  a  minister,  and 
ilKemed  like  a  field  already  ripe  for 
the  harvest 


Bn.  L.  Bridgman,  Bioeriidt. 


THB  HOUB  HISSIORABT. 


There  are  a  few  earnest  Christians  in 
Ricblund  and  Eden,  who  are  very  ani- 
iotis  to  sastain  religious  institutions. 
They  are  among  the  poor  of  this  world, 
•od  for  three  or  four  years  past  have 
grown  poorer.  Many  families  are  leaving 
the  country,  utterly  discoursed  by  the 
10  oft  repeated  failure  of  their  crops,  by 
nter  and  grasshoppers.  Many  others, 
thongh  Providence  seems  thus  far  against 
then,  still  have  faith  in  Qod  and  in  the 
Montry,  They  cannot  believe  that  a 
Iwritory  so  rich  io  soil,  healthful  in 
climate,  and  so  admirably  adapted  in 
other  respccta  for  the  happy  and  prosper- 
ous residence  of  human  beings  and  the 
development  of  a  Christian  civilization, 
fna  designed  to  be  forever  devastated 
bj  grasshoppers.  These  regard  our  trials 
U  a  temporar;  discipline,  that  will  be 
_fonnd  in  the  end,  to  those  who  endure 
tben  in  Christian  meekness,  a  blessing 
in  disguise.  1  am  of  that  number.  This 
»ema  to  me  the  proper  Christian  view  of 
the  Bobject. 

Others  will  remain  in  the  country  fae- 
canse  they  are  too  poor  to  leave.  They 
have  a  homestead  from  the  Government, 
bj  living  on  and  improving  a  quarter-sec- 
tion of  land,  and  cannot  leave  it  without 
a  ruinous  sacrifice.  They  need  and  must 
hsve  the  goapel.  This  is  a  part  of  Ood's 
heritage,  and  will  eventually  be  filled  up 
vitb  a  dense  popul^on,  for  whose  re- 
demption Chriit  died  and  we  will  labor. 


NEBRASKA. 
ii«ti.  0.  C.  Starbuet,  KtaUJeoUot. 


We  have  received  the  first  membera 
into  the  church  on  profession  of  faith, 
or,  more  strictly,  one — a  valued  Swedish 
matron — on  "  ranevial  of  faith,"  exA  ber 
two  eldest  daughters  on  their  first  pro- 
fession. This  raises  the  number  on  oar 
books  to  nineteen,  of  whom  sixteen  are 
resident. 

PAWHEB  RBBBRTATIOIT. 

TImt  fine  body  of  land,  the  Pawnee 
Reservation,  lying  immediat«lj  west  of 
u.'4,  is  likely  at  last  to  be  thrown  into 
market  At  present  it  is  a  sort  of  No- 
man's-lnnd,  exempt  from  State  Jurisdic- 
tion, und  yet  not  under  any  well  defined 
authority  ot  the  United  States.  This  un-  ' 
certain  jurisdiction  leads  to  frequent  and 
demoralizing  disputes  and  intrigues,  so 
that  though  the  Indians  are  gone,  the 
mischievous  dregs  of  the  Indian  system 
are  left.  But  the  Board  of  Appraisers 
have  held  their  first  meeting,  and  soon 
(he  land  will  be  within   State  jarisdio- 

ouasbhopfkbs. 

The  grasshoppers  kept  so  long  away, 
this  year,  that  we  fondly  hoped  we  might 
be  eicempted  from  the  plague.  But  about 
the  middle  of  August  thej  descended  in 
force,  and  stayed  longer  than  the;  had 
done  before,  though  with  appetites  not 
quite  so  voracious.  The  small  grains 
were  pretty  well  out  of  barm's  way,  but 
about  half  the  com  was  destroyed,  and 
most  of  the  garden  vegetables.  On  one 
Sabbath  it  seemed  as  if  they  wore  going 
to  leave.  All  along  tlie  northern  and  west- 
cm  liorizon  rose  vast  pillars  of  light 
smoke,  03  it  seemed,  which  grew  higher 
and  came  nearer,  till  myriads  swept 
hurtling  through  the  air  above  our  heads, 
like  ft  countless  army  of  demons.  But 
ta  many  more  corae  from  the  far  noilh- 
em  regions  which  stretch  out  in  myste- 
rious and  chilling  vastness  above  us. 
Besides  what  they  consumed,  they  laid 
their  eggs  in  suchnumbcrs  as  have  never 
been  aeen  here  before,  so  that  we  expect 
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I  nearer  to  him,  but  bow  litU«  did  I  tbiok 

I  tbat  be  mast  answer  by  looriog  my  bold 

1  tbia  little  pet  of  the  hoiuehold. 

them.     ThiBwinttr,  however,  the  bulk  of  1  Tet  ho  hat  answered  m?  prayer;   I  feel 

tbat  be  is  very  near  to  inc. 


the  BpriDg  with  dread.     For  when  they  |  i 
hatch  out  here— which    they  ha» 

done  yet — they   take  everything  before  !  u 


the  people  are  more  comfortably  off  than 
they  have  been  yet  since  they  settled 

As  to  the  spiritaal  life  of  our  com- 
munity of  Christians,  it  sccma  to  bo  at 
present  "  neither  daj  nor  night "  —a  sort 
of  haze,  not  inspiriting,  yet  by  no  meana 
discouraging.  Pray  for  ua,  that  it  may 
Boon  be  kindled  into  a  golden  dawn  by 
the  presence  of  tbe  Lord,  and  tbat  we 
•nay  espy 

"  Cbmt's  lookB  crowD'd  with  eternity." 

Rev.  J.  0.  Spencer,  Irvlngton. 
OUTBIDB  WORK. 

The  moat  cheering  tilings  to  record  are 
the  largely  increased  contributions  for 
benevolent  causes,  and  zeal  on  tbe  part  of 
the  church  in  caring  for  destitute  fields. 
They  never  slight  the  call  to  '■  Come 
over  and  help  us,"  which  is  often  given 
in  this  new  country.  I  have  often  been 
clieored  to  hear,  on  my  return  home,  tbat 
from  t«n  to  fifteen  of  my  people  have 
been  out  in  an  opposite  direcdon  to  bold 
■i  lay  service.  This  baa  prepared  the 
way,  I  trust,  for  a  good  work  during  the 
winter.  I  expect  to  begin  tlie  campaign 
next  Sabbath  evening,  and  to  continue  it 
•o  long  as  I  can  flud  a  place  to  tell  fresbl; 
and  effectively  the  story  of  the  Cross. 

We  are  at  "  the  front "  in  earnest,  and 
many  of  these  points  fill  us  with  anxiety 
in  view  of  their  groat  prospective  impor- 
tance. Bnt  oh  I  the  costliness  and  bless- 
edness of 


KANSAS. 
.&«.  J.  B.  Schliehter,  Peace. 


I  have  had  no  trials  or  sorrows  tbat  1 
would  mention  in  the  way  of  excessive 
labors  and  of  difSculties  incident  to  m's- 
siouary  work,  but  I  must  apeak  of  the 
sudden  and  unexpected  visitation  whicb 
bas  caused  a  vacancy  in  our  little  group 
of  loved  ones.  Tbe  blank  staresat  us  al 
every  turn.  Yes,  we  have  now  a  treasure 
in  heaven.  I  have  often  of  late  been  led 
to  pny  that  the  Lord^woold  let  ma  come 


One  of  your  questions  is,  "  What  new 
opening  for  preaching  ? "  I  scarcely 
know  how  to  answer  this,  so  many  new 
openings  are  constantly  presenting  them- 
selves. Hy  whole  field  is  new.  I  think  I 
have  opened  up  three  new  appointraenta 
since  my  last  report.  Two  of  them  are 
in  Reno  county.  I  have  no  immediate 
prospect  of  organizing  at  these.  They 
are  only  "fishing"  appointments,  draw- 
ing in  material  for  a  church  some  five 
miles  north-east,  where  I  have  a  good 
prospect  of  organization.  The  other  new 
appointment  is  in  Rice  county,  abont 
twenty  milea  north-west  of  Peace.  At 
this  place  I  have  registered  six  names,  all 
heads  of  families,  for  a  Congregational 
church.      ' 

At  two  of  my  older  appointments,  twen- 
ty-five milesand  twelve  milea  no ilh-east 
of  Peace,  I  expect  to  organize  soon.  At 
another  of  my  older  appointments,  eight 
milea  south,  in  Reno  county,  ia  material 
that  I  am  tiying  to  work  in  with  a  point 
about  four  milea  west  of  it.  My  policy 
in  working  up  country  cUurcbcs  is  to 
place  them  so  that  two  of  them  at  least 
will  be  near  enough  together  to  be  sup- 
plied by  one  pastor.  I  have  eight  ap- 
pointments just  now,  at  five  of  which  I 
exi>ect  to  oiganize  churches.  There  are 
still  new  openings  which  I  cannot 
reach  at  present. 

I  love  this  department  of  missionary 
work.  But  to  work  so  many  different 
elements  into  one  church  requires  much 
patience  and  not  a  little  skilL  I  never 
found  out  before  bow  much  selSsbness 
there  is  in  Bomc  ol  the  petty  orders  of 
Christians,  and  the  smaller  tbe  sect  they 
represent  the  less  is  the  hope  of  gather- 
ing them  into  a  Congregational  church. 
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FBTfiunple,  here  is  > ,  one  solitary ' 

ftniljinslltiiis  region.  I  have  been  try- 
iig  to  bring  biro  in.  Bat  no ;  he  "  mutt 
writiftr  a  man  of  hit  <mn  hind."  He 
hu  written,  »nd  expects  "■  msn"  to 
tint  them  soon,  sod  thtn — well,  I  sappose 
Ihqr  mil  hsTC  » church. 


B«n.  B.  B.  Soger*,  Bureka. 
AWAKSHniQ. 

I  «m  hsppr  to  ssj  tbftt  the  prospect 
loriUt^  ingstberiogislMtternow  thftn 
•tn;  former  period  of  my  ministr;  here. 
Tlie  ntembers  of  the  church  sre  more 
■hDroagfal;  slive;  the  fonng  people't 
■mtiDg  is  rapidly  increasiog  in  Dumbers ; 
•od  til  our  meetings,  though  qniet,  show 
UureriTsl  spirit  One  of  onr  leading 
istuig  men  fonnd  Christ  about  a  week 
•go,  did  has  gone  earnestly  to  work. 
Snertl  otbers  haTe  taken  a  stand  for  the 
liotd.  I  think  I  have  gained  the  aSec- 
bm  and  good-will  of  tlie  yonng  people. 
Km  of  them  attend  onr  meetings,  and 
ttnr  prsjer-meetiug.  held  at  my  house, 
■ith  tweaty-flve  or  thirty  attendants,  is 
WW  the  center  of  interest.  The  member- 
■Idp  of  the  "  Band  of  Hope  "  has  in- 
dued to  149. 


A  Kanta*  MUtumary. 

'Rui  place  seems  quite  home-like  since 
^  igae  left  me.  One  week  I  did  littU: 
'"itihake  and  sweat,  take  pills  and  pep- 
P*f-'ea.  Nothing  like  that  ever  camo 
nponme  at  my  New  England  home,  and 
I  hope  will  never  come  to  me  again  any- 
^^K.  AH  the  rest  of  the  time  my 
•"s^lth  has  been  better  than  it  was  at 
fnwne.  The  past  season  was  wet,  and 
""^tmittent  fever  therefore  plenty.  Yei 
"le  farmers  in  this  part  of  tlie  State  an.' 
Kjoicing  Ijccause  the  wet  season  had 
MoDght  them  abundant  crops  of  evcry- 
^^"g  but  fruit,  and  no  locuBts  hav.' 
'n>uWed  them.  I  do  not  see  why  they 
*"">«  give  more  than  ever  before  to  tho 
^  &-  M.  S.,  uid  I  bellere  they  will 
3 


OCTCABTS. 

W'-ek  before  lost  I  spent  a  night  with 

brother .     In  the  morning  a  bo;,  a 

r-tranger  to  me,  came  in.      Brother 

[isked  him  about  his  family.  "All  well 
)>ut  the  baby;    that  is  dead."     Brother 

asked  if  he  could  help  them.     The 

boy  replied,  "  I  came  to  see  if  I  could  get 

f  on  to  haul  the  corpse."     Brother 

lent  a  man  with  his  team.  I  asked  about 
the  family.  The  name  was  new  to  me, 
though  they  lived  near.  The  father  and 
mother  used  to  qnarrel  terribly  till  he 
ran  away  to  California,  leaving  the 
mother  alone  with  five  or  six  small  chil- 
dren. The  baby  was  laid  in  a  neat  cof- 
Gn  and  carried  to  the  grave  in  a  wagon. 
The  monmers  occupied  one  or  two  more 
wagons.  Not  a  hymn  was  sung,  um  a 
I  prayer  offered.  All  the  family  seem  to 
be  ontcasta  from  society.  I  have  not  yet 
fonnd  time  to  visit  them,  but  hope  to  go 
there  soon. 

MINNESOTA. 
A  Froatier  MUiionary. 
HOPBifCL  srosa. 
I  am  happy  to  re|)ort  improvement  itt 
bodily  health,  and  indications  of  a  gra- 
cious outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  I 
have  been  helped  to  the  exercise  of  a 
simpler,  stronger  faith  in  Ood's  prom- 
ises to  save  men  by  the  foulinhness  of 
preaching.  There  is  unusual  interest  in 
religious  meetings  among  the  uncon- 
verted as  well  as  among  Christisno. 
Many  people  have  come  in  from  the 
country  to  spend  the  winter,  giving  us  a 
favorable  opportunity  to  reach  them 
with  religious  instruction.  Hay  it  prove 
the  Lord's  set  time  to  visit  his  Ziun  here  I 


Every  frontier  missionary  with  a 
large  family  knows  what  "  the  wolf  at 
the  door"  means.  Sometimes  it  is  too 
little  bread,  or  too  little  clothing,  and 
HomctimcB  it  is  debt  In  whatever  form 
the  wolf  comes,  he  is  the  same  carnivor- 
ous beast,  hungry  and  fierce,  ready  to 
dcyour  the  dear  onra.  Limited  school 
privileges  ore  the  budetA  d  \b«  i^TvtVr 
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tions.  The  resolate  are  not  afraid  of 
the  "  wolf,"  however,  nor  do  they  sit 
down  and  lament  their  hard  condition, 
while  he  prowls  about  for  the  lambs. 
But  sometimes  it  requires  no  little  fertil- 
ity of  resource,  and  some  effort,  to  drive 
him  away. 

I  began  with  a  debt  of  $400  and  no 
horse,  to  travel  over  a  field  thirty  miles 
long.  My  wife  was  an  invalid,  making 
help  in  the  house  necessary.  Our  eldest 
son  has  been  sick  two  winters — one  with 
medullary  cancer,  and  one  with  inflam- 
matory rheumatism.  My  salary  has  been 
$700 — except  one  year  when  it  was  nomi- 
nally $800.  Deducting  $175  for  "help," 
left  $525  for  the  support  of  a  family  of 
seven.  My  sons,  now  sixteen  and  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  have  done  some  farm- 
ing. Another  supplement  has  been  the 
"  missionary  boxes  " — God  bless  the 
warm  hearts  that  have  filled  these  boxes 
with  warm  clothing ! 

We  have  been  here  now  five  and  a 
half  years,  and  our  table  has  never  lack- 
ed wholesome  food,  nor  have  we  suf- 
fered for  clothing  since  the  first  winter. 
Though  the  people  are  poor,  they  are 
generous.  As  we  look  back,  the  bless- 
ings overbalance  the  discouragements. 
The  first  winter  ten  young  persons  were 
hopefully  converted,  and  the  most  of 
them  are  still  here  following  the  Lord. 
The  third  winter  ten  more  were  hope- 
fully converted,  and  three  since  have 
consecrated  themselves  to  God.  And 
now  we  are  looking  expectantly  for  a 
gracious  visitation.  What  if  we  do 
sometimes  wear  patched  clothing  ?  By 
and  by  we  shall  have  white  robes — robes 
of  righteousness.  And  then  shall  we 
not  sing,  "  These  light  afl^ctions  "  ? 


Another  Minnesota  Missionary, 

CABINET  GROAN  WANTED. 

We  have  long  wanted  an  organ.    My 
wife  is  a  musician,  and  used  to  play  for 

the  church  in ,  to  which  we  belonged. 

She  was  willing  to  make  almost  any  sac- 
rifice to  get  one ;  but  we  never  could  get 
money  enough  at  any  one  time  to  buy  it 


I  saw  Mr. 


's  advertisement  for  a  first- 


class  instrument  at  a  low  price ;  corre- 
sponded with  parties  who  had  pur- 
chased of  him,  who  assured  me  that  the 
organs  were  what  he  claimed  for  them. 
Wife  and  I  talked  the  matter  over,  and 
concluded  that  the  only  way  to  get  one 
was  to  let  our  missionary  money  go  to 
pay  for  it,  and  trust  to  Providence  to  get 
along  for  the  rest.  She  volunteered  to 
do  her  own  housework  the  largest  share 
of  the  time ;  and  has  done  it,  although 
she  is  not  strong,  and  we  have  three  chil- 
dren, the  eldest  nine  years  old.  She 
would  do  without  a  bureau,  although 
she  needs  one  very  much,  having  no 
place  to  keep  clothes  away  from  the 
rats  and  mice,  except  her  trunk ;  and 
we  would  dispense  with  every  luxury 
from  the  table.  We  deny  ourselves 
sugar  and  milk  for  our  tea  and  coffee, 
and  use  tea  and  coffee  but  once  a  day. 
I  gave  up  getting  me  a  cutter  to  ride 
to  my  appointments,  twenty  miles  away, 
and  ride  on  horseback — and  bareback, 
unless  I  can  borrow  a  saddle.  I  have  no 
desk  in  my  study,  nor  any  table,  except 
a  home-made  stand  of  pine  boards. 
It  might  seem  to  an  outsider  a  childish 
whim  of  ours  to  prefer  a  church  organ 
to  some  of  these  things;  but  when  I 
come  back  from  my  appointments, 
weary  and  nervous,  I  want  some  musia 
And  then  we  thought,  as  the  young 
people  often  call  on  us  of  an  afternoon 
or  an  evening,  we  might  have  a  sing 
occasionally,  and  perhaps  get  an  in- 
fluence over  them  for  good.  And  then, 
too,  we  could  take  it  over  to  the  church 
when  we  have  a  social  meeting,  and  it 
would  be  a  great  help  to  us,  for  I  can- 
not lead  in  singing,  and  my  wife^s  voice 
is  weak,  and  I  have  often  felt  the  need 
of  some  such  help  as  this. 


IOWA. 
Bet>,  W,  M.  Brooks,  Earlville. 

RKVTVAL. 

This  has  been  a  year  of  blessing  for 
me.  God  has  seen  fit  to  crown  my  fee- 
ble efforts  with  some  little  success,  and  I 
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tnut  has  given  me  souls  u  my  hire.  At 
Um  time  of  mj  last  report  I  had  joet  be- 
gwa  a  Mries  of  meetinga  at  Alrooml.  I 
held  them  every  evening  for  four  wceka. 
"nie  church  took  bold  with  eamntDen, 
and  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  open  the 
windows  of  heaven  and  pour  us  out  a 
btewing.  Twenty-five  were  hopefully 
converted  and  have  anited  with  the  peo- 
ple of  God.  Eighteen  came  with  ns,  and 
seres  joined  the  Hethodista.  The  most 
of  those  who  united  with  db  w»eadullf, 
eight  being  heads  of  families.  The  worlc 
seemed  to  bo  deep  and  thorough,  and  I 
tnut  it  will  prove  so  iu  the  end. 

After  closing  at  Almoral,  we  held 
nnion  meetings  at  Earlville,  but  with 
little  apparent  result  Last  winter  we 
had  quits  a  revival  here,  and  so,  taking 
the  year  as  a  whole,  the  Lord  has  blessed 
na  abundantly.  Tliere  have  been  on  the 
field  about  fifty  hopeful  conversions, 
berides  the  arousiug  of  the  churches  to 
greater  exertions. 

ITS  R£snLT9. 

At  our  church  meeting  last  week  the 
subject  of  self-support  was  discussed,  a 
vote  taken,  and  it  was  decided  not  to 
call  upon  the  Home  Miaeionsry  Society 
tor  further  help.  So  for  the  present  I 
most  say  good-bye  to  those  quarterly 
drafts  I  have  so  often  received.  But 
while  I  say  good-bje  to  those,  I  cannot 
forget  whst  a  friend  the  Society  has 
)>een  to  me  and  the  churcheawitb  which 
I  have  labored.  The  church  also  voted 
its  hearty  tlianks  to  the  Society  which 
has  BO  long  and  faithfully  assisted  them 
in  the  time  of  need,  and  I  trust  will  not 
be  forgotten  now.  It  is  no  small  under- 
taking for  the  church  in  these  times  of 
scarcity.  Crops,  with  the  exception  of 
cum,  were  almost  an  entire  failure  with 
ns,  and  the  price  for  what  the  farmers 
have  is  meager  indeed. 

Three  years  ago,  I  began  the  work  of 
preaching  the  gospel,  under  a  comniis- 
uon  from  the  American  Home  Mission- 
sionary  Society,  which  I  can  truly  say  I 
prized  more  highly  than  that  received 
for  the  service  of  my  country.  It  has 
bwa  ft  friend  tome  in  the  timeof  oced- 


Qot  only  paying  the  amount  promised, 
l>ut  bringing  other  valuable  gifts  which 
bave  kept  us  from  want.  May  Qod 
bless  you  and  those  Christian  friends 
who  bave  so  kindly  remembered  us  in 
many  ways,  by  giving  with  a  boun- 
tiful hand  I 

Bae.  J.  D.  Sand*,  Setmond. 

I  will  not  complain,  for  doubtless  you 
hare  enough  to  make  yonr  hearts  ache ; 
but  if  some  of  those  who  love  the  Lord 
at  the  East  were  to  live  as  do  some  who 
trying  to  serve  the  Lord  out  here, 
they  would  ibink  they  were  nigh  to  star- 
vatinu.  I  know  there  are  "  hard  times  " 
at  the  East ;  but  I  hope  few  Eastern  min- 
isters have  to  go  withoat  tea,  coffee, 
sugar,  and  meat  of  any  kind,  except  a 
fowl  now  and  then,  for  months  and 
months  together.  Hany  do  it  out  here — 
ministers  and  people.  And  it  is  the  same 
with  clothing.  Wc  know  how  to  patch 
p  our  old  clothes,  and  are  thankful  to 
st  them  to  patch. 

Our  crops  in  this  county  this  year  will 
at  give  us  bread.  We  must  purchase 
heat;  but  howl  that  is  the  question. 
Pork  is  our  only  hope,  and  of  that  we 
but  little  in  the  county.  With  us 
the  question  has  to  be  :  What  shall  we 
eat?  What  shall  wc  wear?  And  yet, 
ivlicn  we  look  at  the  promise  of  Ood,  it 
.s  no  question.  I  am  not  afraid  for  my- 
lelf,  ioT  I  can  say,  "  Although  the  fields 
ihall  yield  no  meat,  the  flock  ebnll  be  cut 
off  from  the  fold,  and  there  shall  be  no 
herd  in  the  stalls,  yet  /  will  rejoice  in  the 
Lord,  /  will  joy  in  the  Ood  of  my  talva- 


Bet.  D.  Knotela,  Middle  River. 

lamlookingfor  a  gracions  outpouring 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  this  place  during 
the  coming  season.  .  .  .  Tlie  best 
member  of  this  church,  Mrs.  Dinsraore, 
wife  of  one  of  our  deacons,  from  Auburn, 
Me.,  has  lately  been  called  to  the  "  home 
of  thesouL"     Wc  live  in  a  part  of  their 
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hoQse.  I  had  the  pririlege  of  adminis- 
teiing  to  her  the  consolatioDs  of  the  gos- 
pel during  her  serere  illness.  8he  had  a 
powerful  memory,  and  could  ];epeat 
nearly  all  the  gospels,  and  a  goodly  por- 
tion of  the  Old  Testament  and  the  Epis- 
tles. She  was  a  sincere  and  very  feryent 
worker  in  the  church ;  a  finn  believer  in 
Jesus  as  her  Lord  and  her  God.  She  was 
gifted  in  prayer,  and  a  good  singer.  Her 
example  was  clear  and  beautiful.  Our 
loss  is  her  gain.  Her  end  was  peace. 
Her  last  words  were,  **  Oh,  how  good  my 
Savior  is!  He  is  helping  me  now;  I 
can  see  almost  into  heaven.'^  Then,  after 
five  gentle  respirations,  she  '*  fell  asleep 
in  Jesus." 

me  PEOPLE. 

We  have  here  a  small  colony  of  East- 
em  families — one  from  New  York,  the 
rest  from  Maine.  We  are  surrounded  by 
families  irom  Indiana  and  other  Western 
States.  Among  these  are  many  who  be- 
lieve the  poisonous  doctrines  of  Priestley 
and  CampbelL  Materialism  and  Unita- 
rianism  go  together  here ;  and  the  people 
around  us,  who  believe  these  heresies, 
desecrate  the  Sabbath  and  do  many 
things  which,  if  all  the  people  were  to 
follow,  would  soon  bring  our  beloved 
country  into  a  state  of  moral  depravity 
goch  as  fills  the  *'dark  places  of  the 
earth  "  with  "  the  habitations  of  cruelty." 
Tour  dear  Society  is  doing  much  towards 
enlightening  and  blessing  the  masses  in 
this  wUd  West  God  speed  you,  beloved 
in  the  Lord  I 


WISCONSIN. 
Bev,  W.  B,  WiUiamSy  Katikauna, 

SHOWERS  OF  BLESSING. 

When  the  farmers  were  about  through 
gathering  in  their  crops,  we  undertook 
at  Kaukauna  to  gather  in  sheaves  for  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  and  to  our  astonish- 
ment and  joy  it  proved  to  be  a  rich  har- 
vest While  we  were  hearing  of  "  show- 
ers of  blessings  "  which  God  in  his  great 
mercy  was  "scattering  full  and  free" 
upon  other  places,  it  pleased  him  to 
*'  let  some  droppings  "  fall  on  us,  in  this' 


new  part  of  the  great  gospel  field.  Meet- 
ings were  held  most  of  the  time  twice  a 
day,  for  three  weeks,  and  proved  a  great, 
blessing  in  the  awakening  of  professing 
Christians  and  the  conversion  of  souls. 
We  were  aided  by  two  members  of  the 
T.  M.  C.  A.  of  Chicago,  one  of  whom 
was  a  good  singer.  We  were  also  veiy 
greatly  helped  by  Rev.  M.  L.  Eastman, 
of  Royalton.  Among  the  converts  was 
a  Roman  Catholic,  a  young  man  about 
thirty-one  years  of  age.  As  we  were 
going  out  of  the  meeting  one  night,  he 
called  us  aside  and  told  us  that  he  had 
become  dissatisfied  with  the  church  in 
which  he  was  brought  up ;  that  he  had 
been  addicted  to  strong  drink,  to  gam- 
bling, and  other  vices;  but  had  been 
led,  al>out  two  years  ago,  to  study  the 
Protestant  Bible  for  himself  for  the  first 
time;  and  that  now  he  was  fully  per- 
suaded to  be  a  Cliristian,  and  to  adopt 
the  Protestant  religion,  though  he  knew 
his  parents  and  friends  would  forsake 
him  for  so  doing.  We  all  knelt  down 
and  prayed  with  him  and  he  followed 
us.  It  was  a  touching  scene.  He  spoke 
in  the  meetings  several  times  afterwards. 
At  our  last  communion,  sixteen  united 
with  us.  It  was  a  day  of  great  rejoicing 
to  this  little  church,  which  was  organized 
only  last  March,  and  has  thus  in  six 
months  more  than  doubled  its  member- 
ship. Others  are  to  come  at  the  next 
communion. 


MICHIGAN. 
Be^,  T,  Nield,  Gaylord, 

IN   THE  WILDERNESS. 

When  I  came  to  this  new  field  in  the 
far  ofl!  wilderness  of  Northern  Michigan, 
I  was  landed  after  dark  at  Simon's  Sta- 
tion, supperless,  without  a  house  near, 
without  a  road  to  Gaylord,  my  destina- 
tion. After  camping  out  for  the  night, 
I  started  next  morning  through  the  wil- 
derness. Having  had  the  ague,  my 
knees  were  very  weak  and  my  progress 
proportionately  slow.  I  camped  out 
another  night,  sleeping  in  a  hollow  log. 
The  rain  poured  down  heavily  through 
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the  Bight,  bat  I  slept  until  morning. 
Sbuting  oaty  soaking  wet  thrungh,  I 
naehed  a  boose  abont  six,  a.m.  I  bad 
been  forty-two  boors  witboot  food,  and 
had  a  drink  bot  once. 

Am'Ted  on  tbe  field,  I  find  tbat  I  am 
the  first  minister  tbat  bas  been  in  several 
townshipsw  The  people  hailed  me  as  tbe 
herald  of  good  things.  One  of  my 
pfeaching  points  is  Gaylord,  tbe  present 
terminus  of  tbe  Jackson,  Lansing  and 
Sasnnaw  Railroad.  Soon  after  my  ar- 
rifal  it  was  made  tbe  permanent  coonty- 
seat  of  Otsego  coonty.  It  consisted  of  a 
tayem,  one  store,  five  booses,  and  a  rode 
frame  scbool-boose.  This  was  onfit  to 
hold  meetings  in,  and  I  bad  some  difiSi- 
enlty  in  making  a  start  At  length,  bow- 
•▼er,  it  is  made  comfortable,  and  we  bold 
meetings.  Tbe  popolation  is  increasing. 
Best  of  all,  tbere  is  a  growing  interest  in 
the  work  of  tbe  Lord.  Next  Sabbatb 
ire  purpose  organizing  a  Sabbatb-scbool. 
Next  spring  it  is  intended  to  organize  a 
church  and  make  an  effort  to  erect  a  small 
church  edifice.  Tbe  Clifford  school- 
house  is  three  miles  east  of  Gaylord,  tbe 
Van  Wort  school-boose  is  nine  miles 
north,  and  tbe  Davis  school-boose  six 
Md  a  half  miles  north-west  of  Gaylord. 
I  have  preacbed  at  each  of  these  opon 
alternate  Sabbaths  to  interested  congre- 
gations. Aboot  a  month  ago,  Brother 
Gibson  ceased  to  minister  to  tbe  chorcb 
*t  Roscommon,  which  is  forty-three 
miles  sootb-enst  of  Gaylord,  and  I  have 
commenced  sopplying  them  opon  alter- 
nate Sabbatbs.  A  new  interest  is  awak- 
ened in  tbe  chorcb,  and  tbere  is  a  pros- 
pect of  better  things.  My  labors  at  Ros- 
common necessitate  a  cortailment  at  Clif- 
ford's and  Davis's  scbool-booses,  wbere 
I  diall  preacb  only  once  a  montb  doring 
tlw  winter.  At  tbe  Van  VTort  scbool- 
hoose  I  can  preacb  only  occasionally,  on 
weekdays. 

This  coonty  is  opening  op  and  settling 
▼cry  rapidly.  Tbe  settlers  are  poor  peo- 
ple who  have  come  oot  here  to  make  a 
•tart  for  a  home  of  their  own.  The  land 
being  heavily  timbered,  they  make  slow 
piogreaa.    Bat  they  are  intelligent  and 


plocky,  and  mean  to  succeed  in  spite  of 
poverty  and  bard  work. 


ILLINOIS. 
Eev,  S,  B.  Ooodenaw,  C?iandlermlle, 

HOPEFULLY   WORKING. 

We  are  in  a  tbickly  settled  portion  of 
Central  Illinois,  and  yet  one  Congrega- 
tional chorcb,  eighteen  miles  away,  is 
aboot  all  we  have  of  oor  brotherhood 
for  a  region  of  day  seventy  miles  sqoare. 
Several  whole  coontles  seem  to  have  no  * 
light  from  Plymootb  Rock,  save  tbe 
glimmer  from  oor  little  taper,  and  one 
or  two  other  distant  gleams.  It  is  tbe 
very  region  of  Abraham  Lincoln^s  early 
toils,  this  Sangamon  Valley.  He  **  sor- 
veyed "  here  in  oor  village,  at  its  start, 
forty  years  ago.  Bot  it  was  largely  set- 
tled by  Sootherners,  and  the  tone  of 
society  to  this  day  is  not  largely  fitted 
for  oor  New  England  type  of  life. 

This  village  of  1,000  inhabitants  has 
a  Campbellite  chorcb  of  considerable 
nombers,  and  a  little  German  chorcb. 
Tbat  is  aboot  all  there  is  of  religion,  be- 
sides oor  little  Poritan  fold,  which  has 
been  stroggling  on  its  way  for  now  jost 
forty  years,  since  1836.  **  Forty  years  in 
tbe  wilderness,*^  one  is  led  to  say;  and 
my  tbooght  has  been,  may  this  Centen- 
nial year  give  os  a  start  towards  getting 
"  over    Jordan." 

We  have  one  really  encooraging  thing. 
Gk>d  sent  a  little  season  of  reviving  one 
year  ago,  and  a  few  yoong  men,  real  live 
Christian  workers,  are  the  resolt  They 
are  wide  awake  for  Christ ;  and  have  pot 
a  new  aspect  opon  affairs.  I  thank  God 
for  the  f resb  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
that  is  thos  being  felt  all  along  throogb 
tbe  months,  and  on,  I  trost,  for  the  years 
to  come.  For  soch  steady  Christian  zeal 
and  growth  of  disciples,  I  have  been 
pining — ob,  how  eagerly,  for  these  long, 
long  years  I  And  bere  at  last  it  is,  in 
miniatore  I  May  it  last  and  grow.  Tbes^ 
yoong  men  broogbt  me  here.  Tin's  new 
life-blood,  tbe  glimmer  of  a  Iiope  for 
better  days  to  CbandlervUle,  was  what 
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fired  my  older  heart  for  tLe  onset,  and 
set  me  on  this  hill-top  of  the  town,  over- 
looking the  rich  '*  Sangamon  bottom.'^ 
God  grant  that  before  yery  long  a  new 
edifice  may  be  reared,  new  converts 
brought  in,  the  town  taken  as  if  by  storm 
for  JesQs,  and  this  weak  child  of  the 
wilderness  at  last  get  into  Canaan,  and 
some  time  find  strength  to  go  alone. 


WEST  VIRGINIA. 
Hev.  A.  Bowers^  Huntington. 

THE  LINGERING  CUK8E. 

"Lynch  law"  is  resorted  to,  to  an 
alarming  extent;  in  this  region.  This 
year  »even  men  have  been  hung,  in  places 
within  easy  communication  with  us: 
three  at  Charlestown,  long  our  State 
capital,  sixty  miles  by  rail;  one  over 
the  river,  in  Ohio,  100  miles  by  boat; 
and  three  for  little  Cabell  county — two 
of  them  at  the  county-seat,  and  the  other 
by  Cabell  county  men,  over  the  border 
in  Putnam  county.  And,  worst  of  all, 
two  of  these  executions  were  effected 
(according  to  common  belief)  by  masked 
men  from  Huntington  itself.   An  attempt 


was  made  to  hang  one  of  the  men  here 
in  town,  as  he  was  under  arrest  waiting 
for  the  train  for  the  jail.  A  mob  took 
him  to  an  apple-tree  on  the  block  oppo- 
site our  church,  with  the  rope  about  his 
neck,- and  would  probably  have  strung 
him  up,  but  for  two  women  who  pleaded 
so  justly,  and  so  stirred  the  better  class 
of  citizens  to  reverence  for  law,  that  the 
culprit  was  spared.  Only  for  two  or  three 
days,  however,  for  men  went  secretly, 
in  large  fo^^ce,  masked  and  armed,  took 
him  from  jail,  and  accomplished  their 
end.  A  lingering  curse  marks  a  region 
once  blighted  with  slavery.  Lands  that 
might  bloom  with  beauty,  and  please 
with  abundance,  are  like  the  sluggard's 
vineyard,  and  likely  to  remain  so.  But 
Northern  immigration,  allied  with  the 
best  elements  of  Southern  civilization,  is 
slowly  working  a  happy  change  all  along 
the  border.  I  believe  Northern  ideas 
and  institutions,  judiciously  introduced 
and  modified,  will  be  welcomed  in  many 
parts  of  the  South.  Principle  can  win 
its  way,  without  compromise,  and  thus 
command  genuine  respect. 


^ifi(tlUut$ufi. 


THE   TREASURY. 

The  tenth  of  January  finds  us  in  sub- 
stantially the  same  condition  as  for  the 
two  months  preceding.  About  $15,- 
800  were  received  and  paid  in  December, 
but  the  large  number  of  reports  that 
came  in  with  the  new  year  carried  the 
unpaid  claims  fully  up  to  the  former  fig- 
ures, about  $21,000.  This  amount  is  due, 
in  sums  varying  from  $25  to  $150,  to 
nearly  850  missionaries  scattered  all  over 
the  Interior  and  Western  States.  In  view 
of  the  hard  times,  and  the  expected  dim- 
inution of  income,  every  effort  has  been 
made  to  keep  down  the  amount  of 
pledges.  But  the  business  depression 
over  all  the  West,  the  fearful  visitations 
of  droughts  and  floods,  of  grasshoppers 


and  other  destroyers,  have  made  depend- 
ent on  the  Society  many  churches  that 
else  had  been  self-supporting ;  have  in- 
creased the  demands  of  those  already 
aided,  and  have  brought  back  upon  the 
treasury  others  that  had  undertaken  to  go 
alone.  With  all  these  classes  of  churches, 
the  question  was,  Shall  we  have  aid,  or 
die?  The  Executive  Committee  have 
felt  that,  while  the  sum  granted  must  be 
the  least  that  would  keep  the  church  in 
vigorous  life,  aid  ought  to  be  withheld 
only  in  the  last  extremity,  and  the  event 
has  justified  the  wisdom  of  their  action. 
The  churches  and  individuals  have  so 
far  responded  to  the  calls,  that  the  re- 
ceipts for  nine  months  closing  Dec  81, 
1876,  fell  only  $1,100  short  of  those  for 


mi 


THB  HOMB  MI8BI0KABT. 


248 


the  coireeponding  months  of  the  prerioas 
year,  that  year  of  the  largest  receipts  in 
the  Society's  history.    For  this,  all  praise 
to  our  Heayenly  Father ;  all  thanks  to 
his  children  that  so  love  his  work  as  to 
pray  for  it  and  give  for  it,  even  in  the 
hardest  times.     There  is  no  reason  for 
discouragement,  bat  every  grand  motive 
urges  Qod^s  people  forward  in  the  cause 
he  has  so  wonderfully  owned  and  blessed. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  indebtedness  of 
the  Society  averages  %Q0  to  each  unpaid 
missionary.    Among  all  the  churches  and 
individuals  acting  through  the  Society, 
are  there  not  360  who  can  send  $60  each 
to  the  Treasurer,  or  twice  as  many  who 
can  send  one-half  that  sum  ?  If  every  one 
who  has  enough  and  to  spare  would  send 
even  a  little  of  his  surplus,   the  dqbt 
would  soon   be  canceled;  hundreds  of 
missionary  homes  would  be  made  glad ; 
the  work  would  be  pushe^  forward  with 
fresh  courage  and  zeal,  and  the  name  of 
our   Redeemer    would    be    magnified. 
Header,  has  Christ's  work  in  the  desti- 
tute parts  of   our  country  any  present 
claim  on  you  ? 


THE  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  WORK. 

This  new  department,  as  those  who 
look  over  our  acknowledgment  of  re- 
ceipts will  see.  is  beginning  to  be  recog- 
nised and  sustained.  There  is  no  doubt 
of  its  being  warmly  received  among 
the  churches  and  Sunday-schools  and 
juvenile  circles,  as  soon  as  it  shall  be 
thoroughly  understood.  The  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands,  who  are  having 
the  priceless  blessings  of  old,  well-es- 
tablished Sunday-schools  will  not  show 
any  reluctance,  when  this  matter  is  fairly 
presented  to  them,  in  giving  those  bless- 
ings to  the  other  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  in  the  more  destitute  parts  of 
the  country.  Every  true  touch  of  this 
divine  charity,  applied  to  churches  or 
Sunday-schools,  brings  instant  generous 
answer. 

We  want  it  clearly  understood  by 
every  Sunday-school,  and  church,  and 
person  interested  in  Sunday-school  work, 
that    this     Society   stands   ready    and 


waiting,  to-day,  to  apply  their  willing 
gifts  in  this  direction,  with  the  utmost 
dispatch,  economy,  directness  and  effi- 
cency.  We  have  a  full  corps  of  devoted 
men  and  women  so  stationed  as  to  enable 
us  to  do  it.  Letters  from  the  field,  sent 
direct  to  donors  in  response  to  gifts,  can 
be  relied  on,  to  give  more  zest  and  satis- 
faction to  both  parties.  As  soon  as 
things  are  ripe  for  it,  wo  expect  to  issue 
a  Sunday -School  Leaflet  for  general  dis- 
tribution through  all  9ur  Sunday-schools, 
containing  that  which  will  spread  and 
deepen  the  interest.  All  money  designed 
for  this  department  should  be  so  desig- 
nated distinctly  when  sent  to  the  Treas- 
urer, Mr.  Wm.  Henrt  Smith,  Bible 
House,  New  York. 


A  PRECIOUS  CONTRIBUTION. 

[Those  who  watch  the  monthly  record 
of  our  receipts  will  have  noticed  with 
great  interest  this  item  in  onr  last  month's 
issue  :  *^  Sandwich  Islands  :  A  Friend, 
$438.00.^*  Gould  we  give  the  name  of 
that  donor,  which  his  strict  injunction 
forbids,  thousands  of  our  readers  would 
be  touched  by  the  self-denial  that  (gener- 
ous gift  represents,  and  many,  we  doubt 
not,  would  be  moved  by  his  example  to  join 
in  pushing  on  the  work  in  a  Uke  spirit- 
with  a  giving  that  costs  and  is  felt. 

The  value  of  the  offering  is  greatly 
enhanced  in  our  estimation  by  the  note 
that  came  with  it,  and  which  we  here 
share  with  our  readers.] 

**  It  affords  me  unfeigned  pleasure  to 
inclose  herewith  a  gold  draft  for  the 
treasury  of  the  noble  Society  you  repre- 
sent. My  love  for  the  Society  has  from 
early  years  been  an  abiding  love,  and 
never  can  I  forget  the  glorious  work  it 
is  doing  for  the  dear  fatherland. 

"Would  that  your  treasury  were/wW, 
able  to  send  forth  a  perennial  stream  of 
blessing  ever  broadening  in  its  work 
and  in  its  magnanimous  catholicity  as 
well,  till  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
continent  might  l>e  refreshed  thereby; 
and  indeed,  despite  a  treasury  too  often 
empty,  in  these  "hard  times,"  I  bless 
God  that   this  is   just    the  work    the 
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American  Home  Missionary  Society  is 
steadily  doing.  It  is  a  glorious  heritage, 
that  for  which  the  Society  is  laboring, 
and  may  the  Master  crown  its  efforts 
with  abounding  success!  I  thank  you 
cordially  for  the  constant  monthly  visits 
of  The  Horns  Missionary.  That  and 
The  Missionary  Herald  ever  lie  side  by 
side  upon  my  table  and  in  my  inmost 
heai*t ;  a  separation  of  the  two  would,  for 
me,  be  most  unnatural  and  unchristian. 
**  Ever  yours  in  the  master's  work." 


THE  POSITION. 

BY  A  FRONTIER   MISSIONARY. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  State  Association 
of  Illinois,  by  the  kindness  of  some  of  the 
friends,  a  steamer  was  chartered  for  us  to 
visit  the  arsenal  on  Rock  Island.  When 
we  arrived  at  the  island  the  requisite 
order  had  not  been  obtained ;  so  the  sen- 
tinel could  not  permit  us  to  land.  There 
he  stood — one  man,  not  very  powerful — 
and  kept  between  100  and  200  physically 
and  mentally  superior  men  from  placing 
foot  on  that  island.  Why?  Because, 
though  he  stood  there  alone,  he  was  the 
representative  of  the  military  power  of 
the  United  States,  placed  there  by  au- 
thority, and  had  but  to  give  the  signal, 
and  all  the*  forces  on  that  island  were  at 
his  calL  Should  not  that  suffice,  the 
whole  military,  civil,  and  financial  power 
of  the  Union  were  at  his  back  to  defend 
that  position,  because  he  was  placed 
there  by  his  oflicerj  at  the  command  of 
the  sovereign  people. 

The  poor,  lone  Home  Missionary  on 
the  frontier,  placed  at  the  outpost  by  his 
God  to  plant  his  banner  and  hold  the 
place  for  his  Master,  occupies  just  such 
a  position  as  that  sentinel.  He  seems 
to  be  alone,  having  nothing,  insufiScient 
for  the  work — the  outside  forces  seem  so 
much  stronger  than  he ;  and  if  he  be  a 
man  walking  by  sight,  short-sighted, 
taking  things  as  they  appear,  no  wonder 
he  is  discouraged.  But  faith  takes  hold 
of  the  fact  that  he  is  not  alone.  He  is 
one  of  God's  vast  army,  and  all  the  re- 
sources of  intellect,  sympathy,  and  finance 


in  possession  of  God's  people  in  the  nnir 
verse  are  at  his  call,  if  he  needs  them, 
for  the  work  God  gives  him  to  do. 

So  there  is  no  need  to  be  discouraged 
or  grow  weak,  even  though  changes  in 
the  affairs  of  men,  and  Centennial  ar- 
rangements, have  caused  many  to  neglect 
their  duty,  and  as  a  result  the  home  mis- 
sionary treasury  is  $20,000  in  debt  to  its 
missionaries.  No  I  the  Lord  will  stir  up 
the  minds  of  others,  and  will  change 
arrangements,  so  that  every  dollar  need- 
ed for  the  work  shall  come. 

Hold  on,  then,  frontier  brother ;  though 
your  draft  may  be  three  months  over- 
due, and  it  seems  as  if  you  could  not 
possibly  do  without  the  money,  deliver- 
ance will  soon  arrive.  The  Lord,  through 
his  people,  will  soon  send  you  the  need- 
ed help. 

Hold  not  back,  ye  saints  that  are  at 

ease,  the  reserve  force  of  the  Lord ;  your 

Lord  calls  fof  that  $20,000.     How  much 

ought  you  to  send  f  R.  O.  C. 

Nebbabka. 


THE  CHEST  OF  JEWELS. 

"A  POOR  Home  Missionary  with  a 
chest  of  jewels  I  I  don't  believe  that." 
Nor  did  I,  till  I  saw  it  opened  the  other 
night. 

It  was  washing-day,  and  I  was  tired. 
Papa  had  gone  to  Yankton.  Upon  his 
return  he  said,  "  Mamma,  I've  been  try- 
ing to  sell  the  cow ;  for,  with  ray  salary 
reduced,  how  can  I  keep  her,  or  replace 
the  dead  horse,  or  keep  S.  in  college,  or 
ever  get  a  more  comfortable  home  ?  "  A 
lump  came  into  my  throat,  tears  into  my 
eyes,  and — how  could  I  help  it  ? — a  little 
bitterness  into  my  heart.  My  soliloquy — 
half  thoughts,  half  words — was:  "Oh, 
why  must  the  good  man  suffer  thus? 
the  veteran  missionary  be  so  straiten- 
ed?" 

It  is  time  for  evening  prayers.  "  Shall 
we  repeat  favorite  verses  to-night  ? "  said 
the  calm  voice.  His  was,  "  The  hope  of 
the  righteous  shall  be  gladness,  but  the 
expectations  of  the  wicked  shall  perish." 
Just  like  him — thought  I.  Hope  and 
gratitude  began  to  spring  in  my  heart. 
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irhile  I  rqieated  "  In  my  Father's  house 
Me  many  mansions.    If  it  were  not  so,  I 
would  have  told  yon.'^    H.'s  tarn  came 
next    ^  Let  not  yoar  heart  be  troubled, 
ndther  let  it  be  afraid."    **  Don't  worry 
abont  the  cow,  or  the  horse,  or  the  col- 
lege boy — or  anything,"  a  voice  whis- 
pered   £.'s  verse :     *'  Commit  thy  way 
onto  the  Lord,  and  he  shall  bring  it  to 
pass."  Ah  I  here  we  were  unlocking  that 
golden  chest,  and  how  rich  and  spark- 
ling those  jewels  looked  on  that  dark 
evening,  away  out  there  in  that  poor 
little  missionary  hamlet?    But  M.   had 
not  taken  her  diamond  out  yet,  and  here 
it  comes,  brightest  of  all:  ''Come  unto 
me,  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden, 
and  I  will  give  you  rest." 

Was  ever  a  prince  with  richer  treasure  ? 
thought  the  tired,  anxious  one.  But  no ; 
we  hadn't  struck  bottom  yet ;  so  the 
pmse-pearl  rolled  out,  and  C.'s  voice 
mingled  now  while  all  sang : 

*'In  the  Christian's  home  in  glory, 
There  remains  a  land  of  rest" 

And  have  we  indeed  this  jewelled  chest, 
and  does  God  give  us  the  prayer-key  ? — 
Hope  and  gladness;  a  mansion ;  freedom 
from  trouble  and  fear;  rest  for  the 
weary.  And  all  this  remaineth  forever. 

Take  up  then  your  glass  of  faith,  poor, 
weary  pilgrim!  Can  you  not  see  the 
towers,  and  even  the  golden  gate  ?  Can 
you  not  hear  the  songs  of  loved  saints 
gone  before,  as  you  sing : 

"  Shout,  oh,  shout,  ye  heirs  of  glory, 
Shout  your  triumphs  as  ye  go ; 
Zion's  gates  will  open  for  you, 
You  shall  find  an  entrance  there." 

And  you,  and  you,  dear  friends  and 
helpers  of  the  poor,  self-sacrificing  mis- 
nonary — and  you  may  possess  a  precious 
diamond  from  that  golden  chest. 

Mbs.  H.  M.  8. 

lbiM>i7si'f  Basks,  Nbb. 

A   HEALTH   TRIP. 

^HEN  I  last  wrote  I  was  hurrying  off 
^  Colorado,  to  cure,  if  I  might,  a 
^^^^^^  pain  in  the  head  and  a  burning 
■pme,  which  worried  my  kind  people 
Qtore  than  it  did  me.  Many  thanks  for 
your  generous  promptness  at  that  time. 


It  was  the  beginning  of  a  series  of  kind- 
nesses which  made  our  trip  of  nine 
weeks  the  most  memorable  of  our  lives 
so  far.  As  I  cannot  report  in  form  re- 
garding my  parish,  permit  me  to  tell  you 
how  your  missionary  tried  not  to  forget 
that  his  field  was  the  (Western)  world. 
He  held  services  on  the  Mississippi 
steamer,  once  for  the  colored  crew,  and 
two  Sundays  for  the  whites ;  preached 
once  and  gave  an  account  of  Minnesota 
to  the  Missourians  at  St  Charles,  Mo. ; 
attended  the  Kansas  Convention  with 
Moody  and  Sankey ;  preached  four 
times  at  Fort  Wallace,  Kansas,  and  bap- 
tized all  the  babies  at  the  post ;  preached 
once  to  rest  tired  Brother  Sturtevant,  at 
Denver;  held  the  first  service  at  Estes 
Park,  Colorado ;  established  a  Sunday- 
school;  caught  trout;  shot  two  wild 
mountain  sheep ;  with  a  greyhound  ran 
down  another ;  helped  eat  two  elks  our 
comrades  killed;  missed  a  monstrous 
elk  nearly  a  half-mile  off ;  shot  wood- 
chucks  and  grouse ;  saw  the  guide 
knock  down  a  **  grizzly,"  weighing 
1,200  pounds  and,  almost  wept  that  the 
brute  ran,  instead  of  charging  at  the 
missionary ;  fought  a  black  bear  and  a 
smaller  grizzly  for  ten  ipinutes,  until 
both  bears  ran ;  came  back  to  Denver, 
tough  and  hearty,  from  ten  days'  camp- 
ing by  Long's  Peak,  not  having  had  a 
sign  of  headache  after  the  second  day  in 
the  mountains ;  then  do>vn  to  Pueblo  ; 
preached  twice  and  tried  to  find  them  a 
minister — but  the  Lord  had  already 
found  one  for  them ;  attended  a  mis- 
sionary service  in  the  Ute  Pass,  in  the 
afternoon ;  turned  our  faces  for  home ; 
stopped  to  visit  the  surgeon  at  Fort 
Lamed,  formerly  Professor  in  Carlton 
College ;  there  preached  to  the  soldiers 
at  their  request,  and  baptized  a  sweet 
baby. 

We  came  home,  brown  as  berries,  in 
fine  flesh  and  health,  happily  meeting  my 
dear  old  parents  at  St.  Louis  and  bring- 
ing them  up  the  great  river  with  us.  As 
we  were  to  move  at  once  into  a  cottage 
of  our  own,  our  health  was  good,  and 
our  peox^le  united  and  ho^^twl^  n^^  ^^\^ 
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in  that  dangerous  place  for  human  souls, 
"perfectly  happy."  On  our  first  ride, 
hurrying  to  meet  a  little  group  of  our 
people,  my  wife  fell  from  the  carriage 
and  broke  her  ann.  From  Colorado 
cloudland  to  eartli,  indeed.  But  she  is 
nearly  well  again;  and  although  the 
"  midnight  oil "  has  not  all  been  burned 
for  study,  Gud  has  helped  me  to  preach 
heartily,  and  the  dear  church  seems  in 
good  courage.  It  is  safe  from  storm. 
Thank  God  the  neat  buff  bricks  are  on, 


and  the  old  staging,  swaying  in  the 
wind,  surrounding  what  looked  like 
forlorn  barracks,  is  down.  It  gives 
promise  of  being  a  neat,  pretty,  iatisfae- 
tory  church — comely  enough  to  give  to 
God  and  not  costly  enough  to  frighten 
away  his  poorest  child.  Our  prayer- 
meetings  are  refreshing;  our  Sunday- 
school  alive;  our  audience  fair.  God 
help  us  to  push  on,  till  you  are  relieved 
of  all  care  for  our  support ! 

MlVVSSOTA.  £.  S.  W. 


f^ixt  f&t^-t^txUht  ^litUWn. 


American  Oongregational  Union. 

Rev.  Hay  Palmer,  D.D.,  Sec.,  69  Bible 
House,  New  York. 

Rev.  Cheistopher  Gushing,  D.D.,  Sec, 
20  Congregational  House,  Boston. 

N.   A.   Calkins,   Esq.,  Treas.,  69  Bible 
House,  New  York. 

The  readers  of  our  page  in  this  maga- 
zine are  aware  that  the  trustees  of  the 
Union  have  found  it  necessary  to  with- 
hold action  on  a  large  number  of  appli- 
cations already  in  their  hands,  until  the 
grants  already  voted  and  maturing  should 
most  of  them  be  paid.  The  number  of 
these  grants  to  churches  that  have  fin- 
ished their  houses  and  forwarded,  or  are 
soon  to  forward  their  papers,  is  steadily 
diminishing — much  too  slowly  indeed — 
by  payments  made  as  fast  as  the  funds 
come  in ;  and  if  the  remaining  mouths 
of  our  working  year,  which  closes  May 
tst,  shall  replenish  the  treasury,  the 
Board  will  then  go  on  to  make  other 
grants  as  fast  as  it  may  be  deemed  safe. 
These  are  commonly  our  best  months  for 
contributions,  and  we  trust  that,  notwith- 
standing hard  times,  the  gifts  of  the 
churches  will  be  liberal  in  proportion  as 
the  need  is  great.  The  Board  well  un- 
derstand the  embarrassment  and  positive 
distress  which  the  churches  that  are  wait- 
ing for  their  money,  and  those  also  whose 
applications  cannot  yet  be  acted  on,  are 
suffering.  They  are  doing  all  they  can 
to  call  out  the  sympathy  and  to  awaken 


the  generosity  of  Christian  hearts,  by 
appeals  made  in  all  practicable  ways. 
Theseefforts have  not  been  without  fruit, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  with  the  return  of 
prosperous  business  the  present  troubles 
will  ere  long  disappear. 

Meantime,  it  may  be  considered  that 
the  evils  of  the  present  state  of  things 
are  not  wholly  unmixed  with  good.  The 
truth  is  that,  with  the  exception  of  the 
year  after  the  Boston  Council,  when  the 
enthusiasm  connected  with  the  close  of 
the  war  wrought  powerfully,  the  money 
given  for  the  church-building  work  has 
never  been  great  enough  to  meet  the 
need,  and  the  result  has  been  an  accumu- 
lation of  applications  in  advance  of  re- 
sources. It  is  wonderful  that  so  much 
has  been  accomplished  with  means  so 
limited.  The  good  done  in  planting  so 
many  churches  on  permanent  foundations 
has  been  incalculable.  But  it  was  a 
burden  and  a  source  of  embarrassment 
to  the  Union  to  have  so  much  on  its 
hands  at  once.  At  one  time  it  stood 
pledged  by  grants  voted  to  the  amount 
of  nearly  twenty  thousand  dollars.  It 
will  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  cause  in 
the  long  run  to  have  worked  down  this 
list  of  pledges  to  moderate  limits,  and 
to  be  able,  if  favorable  times  return,  to 
act  with  less  delay  from  accumulated 
obligations.  It  is  hoped  that  the  waiting 
churches  will  ere  very  long  all  be  re- 
lieved, and  more  cheerful  skies  be  over 
us  and  them.    That  we  have  all  suffered 
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together,  has  been  the  result  of  proyi- 
dential  causes  which  human  wisdom  and 
power  were  wholly  unable  to  control. 


Amtrican  OoUega  and   Sduoation  So- 
ciety. 

Rkt.  Increase  N.  Tarbox,  D.D.,  Bee. 

Jaices  H.  Gordon,  Esq.,  Treas. 
Office,  No.  82  Cong.  Hojjse,  Boston. 

Money  may  be  sent  either  to  the  Treas- 
urer, in  Boston ;  or  to  Rev.  Charles 
P.  Bush,  D.D.,  39  Bible  House,  New 
York. 

The  Infancy  of  the  (Allege. — Every 
institatioD,  like  every  individual,  must 
of  necessity  pass  through  its  periods  of 
infancy  and  childhood,  when  it  needs  to 
be  tenderly  cared  for  and  nurtured. 
Looking  upon  our  older  colleges,  now 
moving  in  the  full  strength  of  maturity, 
it  is  easy  to  forget  that  they  ever  had  this 
period  of  infancy.  With  their  students 
reckoned  by  many  hundreds,  with  their 
large  and  generous  endowments,  and 
their  ample  corps  of  teachers  in  every 
department,  they  have  all,  nevertheless, 
had  their  "  day  of  small  things,"  when 
life  was  only  a  struggle  for  existence, 
and  when,  for  quite  a  course  of  years, 
the  question  was  perpetually  recurring, 
"  Will  it  live  or  die  ? "  It  was  eighteen 
or  nineteen  years  after  Yale  College  was 
founded,  before  it  had  any  building 
whatever  which  it  could  call  its  own. 
It  abode  in  tabernacles  and  dwelt  in 
tents.  For  many  years  longer  its  whole 
teaching  force  consisted  of  a  president 
and  two,  three,  or  four  tutors.  Now,  at 
the  end  of  176  years  from  the  beginning, 
it  stands  in  such  stately  proportions  that 
the  days  of  its  infancy  seem  an  almost 
impossible  contrast  to  its  present  condi- 
tion. 

The  same  was  true,  essentially,  of  the 
itill  earlier  college  at  Cambridge.  Pierce, 
in  his  History  of  Harvard  University, 
lays :  ''In  looking  over  the  list  of  early 
benefactions  to  the  college,  we  are 
amiised  when  we  read  of  a  number  of 
iheep  bequeathed  by  one  man,  a  quantity 
of  cotton  cloth  worth  nine  shillings  pre- 


sented by  another,  a  pewter  flagon  worth 
ten  shillings  by  a  third,  a  fruit-dish,  a 
sugar-spoon,  a  silver-tipt  jug,  one  great 
salt,  one  small  trencher-salt,  by  others; 
and  of  presents  or  legacies  amounting 
severally  to  five  shillings,  one  pound, 
two  pounds,  etc.,  all  faithfully  recorded 
with  the  names  of  their  respective 
donors. 

Look  at  Moore^s  Indian  Charity  School, 
going  up  from  Lebanon,  Ct.,  in  1769,  to 
make  a  little  clearing  in  the  forests  and 
plant  itself  at  Hanover,  N.  H.,  from 
wnich  feeble  beginning  has  come  to  us 
Dartmouth  College,  with  all  its  present 
dignities  and  records  of  usefulness. 

It  is  well  to  keep  these  things  firmly 
in  mind,  while  we  are  laboring  to  plant, 
kindred  institutions  in  the  shadows  of 
the  Western  world.  Those  colleges  must 
have  their  day  of  infancy.  They  must 
pass  through  all  the  conditions  of  a 
narrow  existence,  before  they  can  come 
forth  into  the  full  vigor  and  strength  of 
their  maturity.  But  they  mean  the  same 
thing  for  those  newer  portions  of  our 
common  country,  as  did  Harvard  and 
Yale  and  Dartmouth  for  New  England 
one  hundred,  and  two  hundred  years 
ago. 

He  does  well  who  helps  to  found  a 
truly  Cliristian  college.  Money  thus  in- 
vested will  yield  its  fruits  to  unborn 
generations.  Nothing  can  be  absolutely 
sure  in  this  world,  but  our  experience 
for  more  than  two  hundred  years  shows 
that  the  man  who  helps  to  build  one  of 
our  Christian  colleges  is  a  true  and 
genuine  benefactor  to  the  race.  He  is  a 
man  of  faith,  and  is  content  that  the 
chief  fruits  of  his  offering  shall  be 
gathered  after  he  himself  is  sleeping  in 
the  dust. 

Help  afforded  at  the  present  time  to 
Drury  College,  Missouri,  to  Doane  Col- 
lege, Nebraska,  to  Washburn  College, 
Kansas,  to  Colorado  College,  Colorado, 
will  be  most  timely,  and  will  be  most 
gratefully  received.  We  might  name  yet 
other  institution^  which  are  on  our  list, 
but  these  are  among  the  younger  colleges, 
and  are  in  pressing  need  of  assistance. 
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^ppcintmtnU  in  §tttmUit  1876. 


Jfot  in  oomfiUM<on  Jcmc  ^ettr, 

BeT.  Jacob  Win^Iow,  Hactingt,  North  Hastinflrt  vad 

vicinity,  Neb. 
Bev.  C7harle8  A.  Conant,  Dnhitb  and  Brainerd,  Minn. 
Bev.  Nelson  Yonng,  Scambler,  Minn. 
Rev.  John  C.  Sherwin,  Rice  Lake,  Wis. 
Ber.  Charles  K.  Gibson,  Wayland,  Mich. 
Bev.  Jonathan  &.  Hig^ns,  Ithaca  and  Alma,  Mich. 
Bev.  E.  L.  Hnrd,  D.D.,  Henton  Hnrbor,  Mich. 
Rev.  Edward  A.  Paddock.  South  Haven,  Mich. 
Bev.  Hugh  X.  Hughes,  Dawn,  Mo. 

Re  -cotnmUtUm^d. 

Rev.  Hugh  C.  Walxhe,  FMcadero.  Cal.  f 

Rev.  Allison  D.  Adams,  Sioax  Falls,  Dak. 

Bev.  Emanuel  Jose,  Scott  l*recinct,  Harvard,  Tur- 
key Creek  Mid  out-stations,  Neb. 

Bev.  James  W.  Kidder,  Norfolk,  Stanton  and  Pleas- 
ant Valley,  Neb. 

Rev.  MerriU  F.  Piatt,  Waverly  and  Greenwood,  Neb. 

Bov.  JndKon  G.  Spencer,  Irvington  and  Liberty,  Neb. 
.Bev.  Hiram  A.  Brundldge,  Rush  Center,  Bcllfleld, 
Rookca«tle  and  Mahervillo,  Kan. 

Bev.  Richard  B.  Foster,  Osborue,  Bethany  and  Boae- 
vale,  Kan. 

Bev.  Roswell  D.  Parker,  Manhattan,  Kan. 

Rev.  Horatio  W.  Shaw,  Sabetha,  Kan. 

Bev.  FranUin  Q.  SherrUl,  White  City  and  Walker 
school  -house,  Kan . 

Rev.  Ludan  W.  Chaney,  Mankato  and  South  Bend, 
Minn. 

Bev.  Francis  MoOraken,  Dodge  Center,  East  Clare- 
roont,  Wasioja  and  Cranston,  Minn. 

Bev.  Leonard  H.  Moeea,  Walnut  Station  and  Lamber- 
ton,  Minn. 


Bev.  Alpheofl  J.  Pike,  Sauk  Center,  Miim. 

Bev.  John  J.  Powell,  Medford,  Minn. 

Bev.  Henry  C.  Simmons,  Marshall,  Minn. 

Bev.  Charles  F.  Dikcman,  Nora  Springs,  Bock  FaUp 

and  Plymouth.  Iowa. 
Bev.  George  Hindley,  Avoca,  Iowa. 
Rev.  David  R.  Anderson,  Oak  Creek,  Wis. 
Rev.  Morgan  L.  Eastman,  Royalton  and  Baldwin*! 

Mills,  Wis.* 
Rev.  Robert  Qoaif e,  Blroy,  Olendale  and  Union  Cen- 
ter, Wis. 
Rev.  Lyman  W.  Winslow,  Peshtigo,  Wis. 
Rev.  James  CampbclU  Pineknev,  Mich. 
Rev.  James  Hall,  Farwell  and  Searn,  Mich. 
Rev.  Nathaniel  D.  Lahphear,  Augusta  and  London, 

Mich. 
Rev.  Page  F.  McClelland,  Nortbport  and  vidnity, 

Mich. 
Bev.  WiUiam  H.  Osbom,  Hartland  and  Tyrone,  Mkfa. 
Bev.  Willlpn  H.  Skeutelbury,  WaconsU  and  Canter, 

Mich. 
Bev.  Seneca  S.  Slyter,  Smyrna,  Mioh. 
Bev.  J.  Malcolm  Smith,  Cedar  Springs,  Mich. 
Bev.  Jeane  A.  8.  Worden,  Ada,  Paris  and  Nortli  Ada, 

Mich. 
Bev.  Levi  F.  Waldo,  Frankfort,  Mich. 
Bev.  Alfred  H.  Missildine,  LetMinon,  Mo. 
Bev.  Asa  E.  Everest,  Ludlow  and  vicinity,  DL 
Bev.  William  E.  Lincoln,  New  Butland  and  vicinity, 

111. 
Bev.  Charles  A.  Towle,  Chicago,  111. 
Bev.  Joseph  B.  Davistm,  Rioeville,  Townville,  Little 

Gooley  and  several  out-stntlons.  Pa. 
Rev.  Samuel  Manning,  Mercer  and  Indian  Run,  Pa. 
Rev.  Charles  WUIey,  Newfleld,  N.  J. 
Rev.  Edward  B.  Baaaett^  Columbus,  N.  Y. 


%Ht\^X^  in  ^tttmUtt  1876. 


MAINB-t?r.8S. 

Biddeford,   W.   N.  Hill,  by  Rev.  O.   R. 

MerriU, 
Oorham,  First,  by  J.  C.  Card, 
Btandish,  by  Rev.  J.  P.  Trowbridge, 

MSW  HAMP8HIRV— #64.78. 

Candia,  by  E.  Hill, 
Keene,  E.  H.  C, 
Lebanon,  by  W.  S.  Carter, 
Wakefield,  L.  D.  Bawyt^,  by  Rev.  G.  O. 
Jennean, 

VERMONT— 1286.82. 

Barton,  Ladies*  Soc.,  of  which  $2.76  for 
freight,  by  Mrs.  Dr.  Pieroe, 

Brattleboro,  H.  Hadley,  by  C.  F.  Thomp- 
son, 

Ca«>tIeton,  by  W.  C.  Ouemaey,  freight, 

&eex,  Dea.  A.  Osgood,  to  oonst  Miss  8. 
M.  O:*good  a  L.  M.,  %^ ;  Mrs.  Work,  $1, 

Georgia,  On  account  of  legacy  of  Mrs.  8. 
G.  BliHs  by  H.  M.  Bteveni,  Trustee, 

Orwell,  by  S.  H.  Basoom, 

Pittsford,  M.  P.  Humphrey  and  Wife, 
110.03 ;  M.  Hamphrey  and  Wife,  #2, 

Bwanton,  by  0.  Dorman,  frdgbt,  » 

Woodstock,  of  whioh  from  P.  BUUngt  to 


#2  00 

20  82 

6  00 


6  00 

2  00 

26  78 

20  00 


600 

20  00 
1  00 

8100 

64  84 

S5U0 

12  08 
1  86 


const,  him  a  L.  D.,  flOO,  by  Rev.  Dr.  G. 

H.  AtkinK>n,  #114  00 

MAaBACHUSBTT8~|8,431 .81. 

Mass.  Home   Missionary  Soo.,  by  C.  De- 

mond,  Treos.,  6,066  26 

Amherst,  College  Ch.,  by  W.  C.  Bsty,  164  00 

Seoond,  by  S.  Jewctt,  6  00 
Andover,  Sem.  Chapel  Ch.,  add'L  by  Prof. 

Mead,  2  SO 

Auburn,  by  H.  WelK  86  60 
Batit  Hampton,  Payson,  by  Hon.  S.  H. 

Sawyer,  482  12 

Floranoe,  by  A.  L.  WUliston,  116  M 

Mrs.  A.  L.  WUliston,  90U  00 

Granbv,  by  A.  Ferry,  148  12 

Ipswich,  A  Friend.  100  00 

Oxford,  First,  by  E.  8.  Pease,  22  60 
South  Hadley,  Teachers  and  Pupils  of  Mt. 

Holyoke  Sem.  addM,  by  Miss  J.  E.  Ward,  46  Si 

Springfield,  •*  I  love  thy  Kingdom,  Lord,**  600  06 
/L  Tnank -offering  from  a  grandfather,*"  800  00 


Weatfleld,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Dickinfon, 
Woroeater,  Union,  by  P.  L.  Mocn, 
»•  December  Gift," 

RHODB  IBLAVD^f  10.00. 
I     Little  Oomptoo,  Ber.  W.  D.  Hazt, 


60  CO 
164  86 
600 


10  06 


IHX  BOHB  lOSSIOHABT. 


0(WllOTICUT-|a,BBT.M, 

SS 

B«(jTrfb7F-T.J.™«n 

Cn«™P„iou,;,.,™i>^.,        '^ 

XjkIIhi..  L.d4«'  «t..    Sob.,  to 

B•»^i^Pl^rt,  byni^v.J.'    \v    Dnikf, 

a  00 

™»i  «rN  P.  P  C-.  a  [.  M.,  «41  00 

Purport,  bj  W.  W.  I[...-n7.i, 

76  uo 

Kniloni.  N-orUL  cld'l.                B  00 

B^nh  UoUlura.  A  FOen.l,              Ml  00 

KBene  Pl.tfc  CIpKr  J">  uuil  WUmtogton, 

•so  00 

by  lUt.  T.  W.Unn, 

1  so 

B-B*.  Hn.  7.  R.TmaBd.  h,  B».  M.  B. 

LltU.  T.lto7,  Fir...  bx  lU-/.  J.  D.  Btemrt, 

LowTlUe,  PTBb.  ch.,  bj  B  P.  Wilbur,  to 

BniltM.  br  U.  O.  Bamna,  In  fiui  to 

MOD 

™«.  him  .  L.  11.. 

IBM 

UilBC  b.  Wot.  W.  o.  UilJwlB, 

ID  00 

(UmMk.  b,  a.  p.  w«(, 

WIS 

u™  York  0H7.  ilirloni,  byW.  W.  Fnriw. 

7101 

CliMMiciit.  A  IViend, 

GO  DO 

Mn.K.  r.-wiMii-y,                taouoo 

CcM-fOL  *]dT  bT  Q.  H.  Bnlfcr. 

18  00 

HmirjT.  Moiwui.                          100  OV 

400  OO 

Ogden-bnra.  Bttphm  H^bw, 

■  .  :.    ^      I..-  (:ln-«-l.r,mgh, 

BUi^kholm,  F.r.1,  by  Un.  Q.  A.  Floirer, 

000 

Jr.. 

10  00 

Yonkcn,  Prab.  Ch.,  b;  W.  0.  Footo, 

E.T.B«J.>3U.  byK.W.Ch-(r«. 

IDS  46 

NEW  JEKSET— (IlB.as. 

SI  00 

Binovn.  Ipy  Her.  I,  H.  Vtrtet.  to  cout. 

MoDlcLir.  Flr«,  by  J.  B.  Bs-ullf,  to  «»». 

48  00 

Be'.  A.  H.  lJ«dforrmL.D., 

100  n 

KKtroii.  j.  rofwr,  h-riebC 

l*«ai.  Fir-,   b,  O.  B.  i*tU^  Df  vblch 

K«.fk,C«h. 

VB  to«n«.lfa»,H.JU«.L.M..«d 

|»)rn™M™.H,L.  Dntlon.   to  omit. 

PE.N  K  S  YL  V  AXI  A-  S 1 7. 00. 

UJH  Kwy  K,  Sutton  •  r.  M  , 

Koon 

A-bton,  A  Friend, 

Plymontb,  Wcl.h,  by  B.t.  D.  E.  Et.h. 

■s$ 

Bnr  Runo.  Oun«e>  SUwl.  A  Prions. 

10  00 

H«  LwdLO.  -rotpiUrdcRi." 

10  00 

JHAElYL.^Ml-SlUU.fjO, 

K»tth  Onnlnr.  On  wnnnt  of  IcgMjr  of 
Mrl  L.  A.  Ilrallej.  bj  A.  Ooulej.  Bt, 

Fndnick  City.  K.  H.  Bockw.U, 

100  00 

swu 

18160 

ALABAIf  A— $S  lA. 

KDrtoa.  Un.  O.  W.  T»iu>, 

600 

»iwloli.  Puk.  bj  F.  JohoBio. 

600  47 

MontgotDory,  bj  KoT.  B,  C.  aickcl. 

8  16 

FHI07  otmlhlmllun'  ol  Bobolan.  Bnck- 

OHIO-»S1.00. 

F.  /.  L«>n», 
PUdiIHp.  bjr  T.  Dmrniir.  to  nonM.  Mul  B. 

IS  00 

IWnKvinr.  yourn  L.dl«'  K\«.  Soo.  o( 

L.  TlDkR  ■nd  lln.  J.  K.  JobBma  L. 

f.-tvlirii^fiiTii..  (,)■  Ul«  M,  K.  Wooden 

»00 

lb. 

6>00 

WKnin,  Ml«  Ellen  A.  mrting, 

ratn»in,  flannnil.  bj  C.  N.  Fhib, 

Bock,  IlilL  Btnei.   Boc  ,  by  BOT.  W.  P. 

INDIANA fl  f  0.  W, 

4  00 

soo 

rrmnklln  Townihlr.  by  Rev.  H.  Bun 

H«nTo>tni.hlp,  MunUfoniery.  und  Ookland 

alMmg»»L.  M., 

30  00 

City,  by  Kev.  I.  WItaon, 

S40 

1  40 

Htrntogton,    Fl^•^  bj  E^oii  A.  BmlUi, 

(relrtt 

eoo 

ILLINOIS— SI.  4 IR.,'^. 

TWlrtlls.S«iih,.ili-rlT.,].bT  a.  Prentloo. 
TH™i[.,ll-.  Jm-i,.--  llUf,  aoc.bjJlrfca. 

W^f^wilu'siMV."  aT(?,  by  M.   D. 
*Sb^.  Mr.    E:  W,>  Snbb<.lh.Mh«l 

„!!! 

Alton,  Ch.  of  the  B»d™mn-,  by  Ret,  K. 

Bnrlinston.  by  Be,.  B   E.  Wllliug, 
Chiiai^.  Liivkt  BtnH. 
Crew,  by  Hoi.  S.  11.  Dote, 
Dour, 

S«0« 
K  IB 

saw 

c!lM.|e;  0.  J.  Ittnof,  (fi. 

nog 

G^^' 

jmr  YosK— f  i.ioA  74. 

SS 

l«<.^y  ol  B  SWI,  b,  a.  F.  BtoBl,  Bi., 

100  00 

Tn^ngie. 

J.  C.  Kolbtook. 

10  00 

7«S 

3Sr¥ 

Brotkporc.'  On  • 
QIBonl.  by  Q. 

wrantwf  Icnoyof  Abel 
«l<l1,byj.  Cr»gll, 

iMK^  h,  W.  B.,     ■ 

Cuundalana,  Prtcndt  0(  lbs  ClimK,  by  BOT. 
¥.  T.  Bl.JkJ, 

p&: 


d.byT,  Vf.  Bobfttaoo, 
,by  A.C-.Col*lon, 


mssatmi— ftB.Go 


Plymouth,    by   Hot.    J,    b. 

iniin,  by  Hov.  J   p,  QnS 
Un.  B,  S.  Key, 


Vlckibuis.  t 

CBr«on  Cllr,  b7  But,  J.  O.  FrethoTn, 
Eut  Julin.ton,  by  Re».  J.  L.  Cttaa. 
Ewi.  idd-l,  TUc.;    Fult^D,    $3,    Hi 


WISCONSIN— S4M.T6. 
Bmdved  bj  Bbv.  F.  B.  I 


MIBBIONABT. 

Febr 

3-S«,4S. 

Alma,   (t.tn  ;  Plumit  Bldgf 
binniiH.  IH.NI  ;    Weslam  P 
bf  Ite*  H.  Jon^ 
Ar.onlfc  bj  Bev.  W.  P,  E,ior, 
lliKhland  ud  Wblu  Ulead,  U; 

LTk.  tS-M, 
Fl-T,.  C,  J. 

Klrwln,  bj  Rev.  B.  M.  Omid, 
McPhcn-m,  Flnm  l.y  Itfv.  If.  HflddJ*. 

i-h^j.r.c.„i.».UnU,.,.>-E...o.O. 

Spring  Oreek  ud  Wntmonlud,  by  Kwr. 

by  Kir.  B 

B.Wood- 

It  60 

10  00 


B«OPl*ad  bj  Bw.  1^ 
SunPnltls, 


.,  H.  M.  lAmibH. 


Coli'ege  aymrt.  ' 

Is 

AMm  uid  Buckejre.  by  B.r.  H 

CliH-iM  C  in.  Firm,  bj  J.  F.  Sniltl 
WomM't  Mm.  &K'..by  Hn-L 

a  w«i- 

CrmdO,  by  A.  KilBh.il, 
OnmS  BUer,  Flm.  !»■  It«.  D.  Knjwlw, 
Ion  PUlB,  b)  R.  WiJ^lit, 
Monti«llo.  by  Be..  W.  L-ivltt. 

H»t«,  jillB,  !.y  B.V.  0.  H««™k, 

INHBS0TA-»Hrt.1i. 

'  8.ik  to^ia^'Vll"  S.  H»ll.  ^     17  00 
Zumbrola,  In  (nil  i.,»n«.  0-  *■    „  „ 

NBDRASKA— ftB^S. 
0™i)  Creek,  (IB.aa:  Womm'.MImi.  Sro., 

Dii>i  boi,  tS,  by  'lb:v.  J.  B,  Lowe*,  M  n 

Culnmhrus  b.  IHv.  T,  lliyne,  M  W 
Fllrtsld.  t>Oj  BpriDK  lUncS.  tS,  by  Bev. 

T.  Pugh,  IB  00 


.  itnylord, 


OolOTido  Sprloav  bJ  E*i.  a.  T.  Cm™,  SO  00 

0ALIF0RSIA-848M. 

Hy.li>"- Ilk. ,  ».1.M*;  ll..blier.ville,  (B,  by  Hct. 
T.  li.^uil.,.  ■  11  «S 

WoieniUe,  by  Bov.  aL  T.  jHkJau,  B]  00 

WASUINOTON  TEERITO BY— 130.00. 

t,  Hn. 


F.  E«l)fl>L.  M., 

noo 

87  10 

111,700  07 

FOB  anSDAY-SCHOOLWOHK. 

iw.,  Y.iong  laJlw'  * 

(7lnd^  by 

•SO  00 

Cmiilon,    R.   I..    Rf. 

W 

D.  H«rt, 

tw.  cv.  e.bb.ui  iR^ho. 

!  ae».  W. 

illouk, 

IS  00 

«.! 

soo 

o.    1)1..  BlbbDlh-ncibouI 

bj 

B.P.VU1 

mburg, 

^rv   lowiL    B.bbBth-« 

1,  by  Be*. 

JudKMh. 

S«G 

.    lown,    a«llbjlU-Kho 

by  w.  a. 

1«77. 
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Mrpoit,  N.  Ym  JjtAim,  by  .Mrs.   J.    B. 

Hovud,  box  and  cash, 
Qtiaci,  N.  Y.,  Ladios  by  S.  &  Bgglatton, 

bbL, 
Guilford,  Ct.,  Ladie^H.  M.  8oc  of  Finit 
(%.,  bj  Ux^.    A.  B.  Griswold,    box  and 
Mgbt. 
Haverhill,    liaaa..    Ladies*    Sew.    Boa     of 

North  Ch.,  by  Mra.  Wentworth,  box. 
Heimn.  Ct.,  Jaxper  Porter,  bbL, 
Xcene,  K.  H.,  Ladiea,  by  Miss  L.  M.  Boiea, 

box. 
Mkldletown,    Ct.,  Ladies*  H.  M.  Boo.,    and 
''Barnfet  Workers  *'  of  South  Ch.,  by  Mrs. 
a  J.  Hill,  box, 
ladies'  H.  H.  Boo.  of  First  Ch.,  by  Miss  C. 

M.  Bacon,  two  bbls., 
Naehna,  N.  H.,   Ladies,    by  Mrs.  Dora  E. 

Spalding,  box. 
Hew  Bribiin,  Ct.,    Ladies'  Benev.  Boo.   of 
Sooth  Ch.,  by  Ellen  B.  Camp,   box  and 
caiifa. 
New  Haven,  Ct.,  Ladies  of  Third   Ch.,  by 
Kn.  H.  Beebe,  box. 
Ladies*  H.  M.    Boo.  of  First  Ch.,  by  Mrs. 

8.  L  French,  two  boxes, 
Ladies'  of  Ch.   of  the  Redeemer,  by  Miss 
IJDl;m  E.  Pmdden,  box, 
Kewport,   N.    H.,   Ladies,   by  Mn.   R.    P. 

CIsgRett,  bbl.  and  OMh, 
Konralk,    Ct.,    Ladies'    Beney.  Assoc    of 
First   Ch.,    by  Mia<i   E.  W.  Brown,   bbl. 
and  freight, 
Monrich,   Ct.,   Ladies*  H.   M.  Soc.  of  Park 

Ch.,  by  Mrs.  L.  B.  Yonng,  box, 
Onaha,  Keb.,  Ladies,  box, 
Onrell,    Yt.,    Ladies'   Sew.   Soc,    by  Mrs. 

Emily  A.  Severance,  box, 
Proridenoe,   R.  I.,  Ladies,   by  Mrs.  M.  J. 

Fuller,  box, 
Rindge.    N.    H.,    Ladien'    Sew.  Circle,   by 

Mra.  M.  E.  Converse,  bbl., 
Bocky  HilU    Ct,,  Ladies'    Benev.   Soc,   by 

R«v.  W  P.  Fisher,  bbl., 
Royalston,    Mas^,   Mrs.    Emily  B.   Ripley, 

box, 
8t  JohnRbury,  Vt.,  Ladies*  Sew.  Soc,   by 

Mrs.  C.  M.  Stone,  box, 
St.  Loms,  Mo.,  Ladies*  Benev.  Soc  of  Pil- 
grim Ch.,  by  Mrs    C.   L.   Ooodell,  two 
bbU., 
Scartwroagh,   N.   Y.,    Mrs.   J.   W.  Rogers, 

two  bbla. 
Sherman,   Ct.,  Ladies,  by  Rev.   E.  P.  Her- 

rick,  bbl   and  freight, 
Simsbary,    Ct,    Ladie«*,    by  Mrs.     H.    M. 

Tomlinson.  bbl.  and  cash, 
Bajma.  N.  Y.,  Herbert  M.  Dixon,  box, 
Springfield,    O.,    Ladies'   H.    M.    Soc,   by 

Mrs.  Wm.  Conklln,  bbl.  and  freight, 
Stonington,  €•..,  Ladies  of  Second  Ch.,   by 

Bev.  H.  B.  Elliot,  two  bbls.  and  caHh, 
Ladies  of  First  Ch.,   by  Emma  A.  Smith, 

bW., 
Swanton,  Vt.,  O.  Dorman,  box, 
TaloottTille,    Cd.,     Ladies'    Miss.    Soc,   by 

Mrs.  8.  A.  Talcott,  bbl., 
Washmgton,  D.  C,  Ladie^  by  M.  S.  Cook, 

Waterbury,  Ct..  Dorcas  Sew,  Soc.  of  Sec- 
ond Ch.,  by  Miss  G.  E.  Cooke,  box  and 
freight, 

Windsor,  Ct.,  Ladies*  H.  M.  Soc,  by  Mar- 
tha C.  WUaon,  bbl.. 


170  40 
86  00 

WOO 

62  60 
80  00 

884  00 
220  00 
186  00 

228  00 
206  00 
676  74 
176  00 
90  00 

166  00 

800  00 
61  26 

66  61 

160  00 

46  45 

79  €6 
100  00 
200  00 

227  16 

41  00 

70  00 
40  00 

97  06 

200  00 

80  00 
S8  00 

96  00 

220  00 

206  60 
60  00 


Stet^)ti   <tf  the  MfU9aeAusett9    ffonu   MUHonary 
SoOetif^  in  December^  CHABi.xa  Dsmond,  Trwu. 

^herst.  First,  to  const  J.  A.  Bawson  a  L. 
H..  |124  26 

10  CO 

10  00 

260  00 

46  70 

60 


**i 


Sooth,  by  R.  B.  Bridgeman, 
Amesbnry  and  Salisbarj,  by  E.  A  Johnson, 
Andover,  Bonth.  by  Edward  Taylor, 
Arlington,  special  coUectiun, 
Anbomdale,  A  Friend, 


Ayer,  Glass  14  In  Babbath-school,  Mrs.  J. 
Bpaulding*s, 

Bedford,  mon.  con.,  by  P.  W.  Chamberlln, 

Belchertown,  tnr  C.  L.  Washbnme, 

Beverly,  Dane  St.,  to  const,  Miss  Elizabeth 
Cressey  a  L.  M., 

Boston,  Central,  by  T.  H.  RDSsell, 
A  Friend. 

BUot,  by  L.  H.  Briggs, 
Old  South,  by  L.  M.  Child, 
Park  Street,  interest  on  legacy, 
Phillips,  in  part,  by  O.  P.  Smith, 
Shawiout,  John  Gilbert,   to  const   Rev. 

John  Adams  a  L.  M., 
Union,  by  A.  Gay, 
Vine  Street,  mon.  con, 

Bmintree,  by  A.  B.  Keith, 

Braintree,  South,  A  Lady,  « 

Brockton,  Porter, 

Brookline,  Harvard,  by  B.  Eager, 

Charlcfitown,  Alice  Bernard, 

Cheli«a,  First, 
A  Friend, 
Miss  M.  E.  Brooks, 
Miss  A.  M.  Dutch, 

Cohasiset,  Second, 

Concord,  Trin.,  special  collection, 

CurtisviUe,  special  ooUrotion, 

Deerfleld,  by  D.  L.  Summis, 

Durham,  N.  H.,  A  Lady, 
Center,  Ct,  Dea,  J.  l>armlee, 
Mrs.  S.  Newton, 
E.  W.  Newton, 
Geo.  Trncy, 

Evansport  Ohio,  H.  E.  B., 

FaU  River  Fir^t 

Florence,  '•  Little  Williatons,** 

Freetown, 

Hadlcy,  RusHell,  U  W.  G., 

Hami)den  Ben.   Aaoc,    by  Charles 
Marsh,  Tr.  : 
Agawam,  ^gn  00 

Blandford,  16  00 

Chicopee,   Second,   for    Sabbath- 

Kshool  work,  26  oo 

Chicopee,  Third,  89  00 

Feeding  Hills,         ,  g  54 

Holyoke,  Second,  74  49 

Ludlow,  85  00 

Monson,  60  04 

Palmer,  Second,  .^5  05 

Springtield,  First,  219  07 

South,  442  po 

Mn*.  S.  E.  C,  25  00 

West  Springfield,  n  qq 

Wilbrahara,     to    const   Dea,    D. 

Adams  a  L.  M.,  80  00 


f6  00 
902 
106  00 

80  00 

1267  64 

200 

144  79 

260  00 

24  00 

703  60 

60  00 

4  96 

10  00 

21  00 

1  00 

47  00 

26  00 

1  00 

88  94 

8  00 

8  00 

10  00 

44  27 

£6  00 

/  60 

16  GO 


6 
1 
1 
1 


00 

00 

CO 

00 

60 

6  00 

82  46 

76  (0 

2  00 

1  00 


Hanovor,  Ct.,  David  D.  Alien, 
Harwich,  Miiw  Mary  O.  Underwood, 
Haverhill,  Center,  by  E.  Kelly, 
Hinitdalc,  add*!., 

"  A  Widow  in  Israel,'* 

Km 

Hnntington,  Second,  by  Rev.  J.  U.  BiMboe, 

Lawrence,    Central,    by  H.    B.  Doland,  to 
const.  E.   H.   Dickie    and  Geo.   Wilson 
L.  Ms., 
M.  Anderson, 
Eliot  by  C.  D.  Moore, 

Lenox,  Sabbath-school,  by  H.  Sedgwick, 
Sup't, 

Leominster,  North,  Sabbath-school,  for  Sab- 
bath-school work, 

Lowell,  First  by  J.  S.  Holt,  to  const.  J.  W. 
Griffin,  H.  F.  Fletcher,  O.  A.  Merrill,  A. 
H.  Wheeler,  P.  S.  Styles  and  C.  M.  Gil- 
man  L.  Ms., 

Lynn,  North, 

Lyn  field.  Center, 

Maiden,  mon.  con.,  by  H.  M.  Smith, 

Mansfield, 

Marshfield,  First  to  const  Mrs.  R.  P.  Samp- 
son and  Mixs  Alice  Shepard  L.  M»., 

Ma'or.  N.  H.,  Herman  Whitaker, 

Maasnchnsetts,  A  Friend, 

A  Friend 


,046  96 

25  00 

1  00 

177  50 

19  00 

60 

5  00 

21  10 


88  00 

5  00 

81  20 

10  00 

800 


200  00 

12  26 

6  91 

29  52 

20  00 

76  68 
8  00 

50  00 
200 
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A  Friend,  $80 

A  Thank-oflfcring,  100 

Medford,  Mystic,  by  D.  W.  WUoox,  ITl 

Sabbath-^ohooU  3 

Medway,  West,  by  B.  White,  to  const.,  with 

other  coiits.,  Mrx.  C.   A.  Thayer,  Mrs.  A. 

B.  Adam»,  Mrs.  N.  K.  Brooks    and  Mrs. 

S.  r.  Clark  L.  Ma., 

Helro«ie, 

Middloboro,  First, 
Middlcton, 
New  Botlford,  North,  by  E.  8.  Gannon, 

A  Friend, 
Newbury,  First,  by  J.  Little, 

Mon.  cou., 
Newburyport,  Mrs.  S.  E.  Bafwett, 
Newton.  EUot,  by  K.  Woodward, 
Mon.  con.,    ' 
West,  Second,  by  1.  L.  Clarke, 
Mon.  con., 
Norton,  Trin.,  by  J.  H.  Blandin, 

Sabbath-school, 
Norway,  Me.,  Mary  S.  Holt, 
Orange,  by  U.  L.  Sammis, 
Orange,  North, 

Paxton,  8i>€clRl  collection  by  J.  0.  Keep, 
mttofleid.  South,  mon.  con.   by  H.  M.  Pier- 
son, 
PlaiuflGld,  A  Friend  to  the  Caone, 
Plymouth,  Ladieti*  H.  M.  Soc.  of  Pilgrimage, 
Plympton,  Hannah  S.  Parker, 
Princeton,  special  collection, 
Bandolph,  S.  S.  of  First, 

A  Friend, 
Raynham, 
Revere, 

Rochester,  North,  by  L.  H.  Gerrish, 
Rockport,  A  I'riend, 
Royalston,  Second,  by  J.  M.  Turner, 
Balom,  E.  S.  A, 
Suxonville,  Edwards,  special  contribution, 

Sabbath-school, 
Sltelborne,  by  D.  L.  Sammis, 
Sudbury, 

Taunton,  Trinitarian, 
Tempieton,  L.  R.  and  £.  0.  D.  Shattnck, 
To-A-nsend,  A  Friend,  * 

Upton,  by  D.  C.  Buck, 
Walpole,  by  J.  N.  Sherman, 
Wareham,  by  E.  N.  Thompson, 
Waverly, 

WatjBftown,  Phillips,  by  A.  Abbott, 
Well  fleet, 

Wenhaiu,  by  Rev.  W.  C.  Wood, 
Westboro,  by  W.  J.  iiaton, 

E.  T., 
Wesc  Stockbridge,  by  G.  W.  Kniffln, 

Mrs.  H.  E.  Pike, 
Weymouth,  Flr^t,  by  E.  Humphrey, 
East,  to  const.  E.    B.   Powers  and  Mrs. 

Mary  J.  BUney  L.  Ms., 
North,  Pilgrim,  to  const.   Rev.  Geo.  Dob- 
son  a  L.  M., 
Wilmington,  by  Levi  F.  Mann, 
Winchendon,  North,  by  Luke  Hale, 
Winchester,  by  C.  E.  Conant^ 

A  Friend, 
Worcester,  Plymouth,  by  J.  White, 

Henry  E.  Whitcomb, 
Home  Missionary, 


00 
00 
41 
00 


S5  75 

44  31 
4  00 

27  GO 
lies  35 

10  00 

V4 

19 

10 
151 

60 

76 

25 

89 

12 


E.  Famsworth,  box, 
W.  Angier,  two  bar- 


00 

uo 

00 

32 

13 

87 

00 

00 

60 

8  00 

6  70 

10  00 


00 
00 
66 
00 
00 
00 

00 

67 

50 
00 
00 
25 
00 
50 
00 
68 
01 
00 
00 
OU 
78 
SO 
00 


66 

1 
69 

3 

7 
10 
20 
£6 
12 
10 

2 

7 
26 
16 

6 
13 
88 
55 
10 

1 

21 
83 
56 

26  66 
46  au 
62  00 
15  00 
150  00 
10  UO 
23  28 
60 
78  00 

70  00 

89  25 


100  00 

184  71 

20  00 

179  an 

1  00 

5  bO 

f7,806  9d 


Bdrton,  Old  doath,  by  Miss  A.  WaU^,  bar- 
rel. 

Park  Street,  by  Mrs 

Phillips,  by  Mrs.  0. 
rels, 

Mrs.  Farwell,  barrel, 

Joseph  Johnson,  books, 
Bridgewater,  Central  Square,  box  and  com- 
munion set, 
Cambridge,  Shepard,  by  Miss  Ropes,  barrel, 
Gharlestown,    Winthrop,  by  Miss  Tufta,  two 

barrels, 
ChelHca,  C.  A,  R.,  bundle, 
Gohassot,  barrel, 

Haverhill,  by  Mrs.  A.  Wentworth,  barrel, 
Holyoke,  by  Mrn.  M.  W.  PrentLss,  barrel, 
Lawrence,    by    Miss  Jane   Tenuey,  box  of 

books, 
Leicester,  by  Miss  B.  E.  Loring,  barrel, 
Longmeadow,  by  Miss  C.  A.  Brown,  barrel, 
Maynard,  barrel, 

Medfleld,  by  Mrs.  E.  A.  Baker,  barrel, 
Medway,  West,  by  M.  H.  Davis,  barrel, 
Newbury,  First,  barrel, 
Newbury  port,  by  Miss  H.  F.  Tyler,  barrel, 
Norton,  barrd, 
Peabody,  by  Mrs.  H.  8.  Bobbins,  barrel  and 

box, 
Raynham,  Ladies*  H.  M.  8o&,  barrel, 
Salem,  Crombic  St.,  by  Miss  A.  B.  Brown, 

barrel, 
Southboro,  by  Mrs.  H.  M.  Holmes,  barrel, 
Southbridgo,  by  Mrs.  M.  F.  Leonard,  barrel, 
Stockbridge  Ladies*  H.  M.  Soc.,  barrel, 
Sunderland,  by  Mrs.  M.  A.  Armstrong,  two 

barrels, 
Taunton,  Trin.,  bundle, 
Wakefield,  by  Mro.  C.  R.  Bli^s,  barrel, 
Winchendon,  by  Mrs.  Davis  Foster,  barrel 
Worcester,  by  Mrs.  G.  H.  Edtabrook,  barrel. 


Donations  of  clothing^  etc.y  received  at  the  qfflce 
the  Mount.  Home  MUu.  Soc.,  Boton, 


186  8^^ 
20  0^ 
78  6(r 

1U6  00 
75  00 

63  00 
63  m 
80  66 
98  76 
47  00 
85  83 
75  00 


82 
69 

156 
71 

67 

74 

107 

90 


00 
45 

00 
00 

00 
48 
96 
00 


iSM  00 

16  85 

75  00 

195  00 

131  00 


16 

00 


Arlington,  by  Mrs.  C.  C.  Swan,  bundle,  $6 
Attleboro,  by  Mary  E.  Barrows,  barrel,  65 
Boston,  EUotw  by  Mrs.  A.  C.  Thompson,  bar- 
rel, 110  00 


lUc«lpt9  qf  the  C<mrt0ct4cui  Home  MUHoway  Sa- 
eUtVf  Ui  December,  Jamu  L.  Ohapmax,  TYeae. 

Black  Rock,  First,  by  Morris  Gould,  f  10  00 

Bridgeport,   Park  St.,   by  F.  W.  Ston-s,  to 

const.     Theodore    Quittmeyer    and  Mrs. 

Phebe  Tracy  L.  Ms., 
Clinton,  by  Henry  Stevens, 

SaObath-school, 
Grassy  Hill,  by  W.  Hall, 
Litchfield,  add' I,  by  H.  R.  Coit, 
Manchester.  Mr.  Bidwell, 
Middlelown,   First,  monthly,  by  II.  E.  Saw- 
yer, 
Milton,  by  H.  R.  Coit, 
New  Fairfield,  by  Rev.  E.  B.  Claggett, 
New  Preston,  Mrs.  Stanley  Williams, 
North  Greenwich,  by  F.  D.  Husted, 
North  Haven,  Ladies*  Bene  v.  Soc.,  by  Rev. 

W.  T.  Reynolds, 
North  Stamford,  by  Wm.  Davenport, 
Old  Lyme,  by  Mn*.  J.  A.  Rowland, 
Prospect,  add'L,  by  Rev.  F.  Countryman, 
Salem,  Rev.  James  Ordway, 
Saybrook,  Second,  by  Wn>.  Denison, 
South  Glastonbury,  by  H.  D .  Hale, 
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OUR  MISSION  TO  THE  BLACK  HILLS. 

[From  the  beginning  of  the  msh  to  the  Black  Hills,  the  duty  and  practicability  of 
proriding  for  the  spiritual  care  of  the  promiscuous  crowd  of  gold- seekers  was  frequently 
considered  by  this  Society.  The  unsettled  state  of  the  country,  the  expense  of  the 
niiBsion,  the  personal  danger  to  the  missionary,  and  other  considerations,  prevented  the 
«riy  occupation  of  the  field.  But  on  the  10th  of  November,  Rev.  Lanson  P.  Nor- 
CROSS,  then  under  the  Society*s  commission  in  Colorado,  was  deputed  to  make  the 
operiment.  The  results  thus  far  seem  to  indicate  that,  though  the  mission  will  be  an 
expensive  one,  it  will  probably  be  wise  to  continue  it,  especially  as  no  other  religious 
oiganization  is  represented  there.  We  here  present  to  our  readers  the  record  of  Mr. 
KoRCR08S*s  first  impressions  of  the  field  and  work.]  • 

routes  to  the  hills. 

There  are  two :  by  Sidney  and  by  Cheyenne,  That  by  Sidney  is  said  to  be  the 
more  tedious ;  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  the  more  dangerous.  The  route  via  Chey- 
enne, by  which  I  came,  requires  from  four  to  six  days,  costs  fifty  dollars,  and  is 
probably  the  easiest  to  travel,  though  the  stock  used  on  the  road  is  very  poor. 
There  are  eating-houses  along  the  line,  at  which  meals  may  be  had,  usually  for  a 
dollar,  sometimes  for  seventy-five  cents.  At  some  of  these  places  the  fare  is  good ;  at 
one  of  them,  as  good  as  one  could  find  at  a  first-class  Denver  hotel.  At  one  or  two 
places  the  fare  was  miserable.  Besides  these  stage-routes,  people  often  come  by  the 
^ight  teams,  of  which  we  met  many  coming  and  going.  At  Indian  Creek  I  should 
think  fifty  teams  were  encamped  for  the  night.  There  is  little  danger  now  from 
the  Indians.  But  one  stage  has  been  attacked  on  this  route,  and  that  was  two 
months  ago,  or  more.     The  Indians  are  mostly  at  the  Agency. 

THE  country. 

I  know  of  no  map  of  the  Black  Hills  that  can  be  strictly  relied  on.  We  entered 
thena  at  the  mouth- of  Red  Cafion,  four  miles  from  Cheyenne  river,  and  about  for- 
ty-five miles  southwest  from  Custer  City.  I  mean  to  be  correct,  though  it  is  next  to 
^possible  to  be  sure  as  to  distances  in  this  country.  Every  teamster  and  stage- 
dnver  has  his  own  estimate.  It  is  rather  amusing  to  ask  the  men  you  meet  the  dis- 
tance to  any  given  place,  and  to  compare  their  answers. 

The  Hills  are  covered  with  pine  timber,  larger  near  Dead  wood  than  at  the  south. 
Oak  and  white  birch  are  also  to  be  found  at  this  end  of  the  HHIr.  The  soil  in  the 
^ley,  a  rich  black  loam,  looks  as  though  it  would  be  easily  cultivated.    The 
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ranch-men  tell  me  that  good  potatoes  and  other  vegetables,  and  wheat,  would  grow 
here,  but  I  suspect  it  is  too  far  north  for  corn.  The  streams  are  few  and  smalL 
No  snowy  range,  as  in  Colorado,  furnishes  melted  snow  to  swell  the  creeks  in  sum- 
mer time.  This  scarcity  of  water  hinders  mining  operations  in  many  parts  of  the 
Hills,  as  at  Custer  and  Hill  City.  The  peaks  are  not  as  high  nor  as  rocky  as  the 
foothills  of  Colorado  and  the  Rocky  mountain  range  generally.  There  are  many 
valleys  where  beautiful  farms  and  homes  might  be  made. 

THE  MINES. 

All  the  mining  which  has  yet  been  done  is  placer  mining.  Some  very  rich  claims 
have  been  found.  I  will  say  little  of  their  value,  or  of  the  sums  said  to  have  been 
taken  from  them,  as  miners'  reports  are  proverbially  doubtful,  and  I  have  been  here 
too  short  a  time  to  speak  from  actual  knowledge.  My  limited  experience  in  the 
mining  districts  of  Colorado  convinces  me  that  a  stranger  cannot  use  too  much  cau- 
tion in  giving  circulation  to  any  reports  whatever  about  the  mines  of  a  new  coun- 
try. It  would  be  wrong  to  spread  false  reports  of  the  richness  of  the  mines,  so 
drawing  men  here  to  their  ruin ;  nor  is  it  just  to  the  mine-owners  to  disparage  their 
claims.  So  I  will  say  nothing  till  I  know  more  definitely.  I  have  talked  with  and 
listened  to  a  good  many  miners,  and  find  it  a  pretty  generally  received  opinion  of  the 
best  in  formed  that  there  are  rich  quartz  lodes  here,  but  the  formation  is  such  that  it 
is  difficult  to  locate  and  trace  the  crevices.  There  must  be  quartz,  or  there  could 
be  no  placer  mining.  On  the  whole,  let  me  say  that  men  who  are  doing  at  all  well 
at  home,  or  who  even  get  enough  to  eat,  had  better  stay  there.  Thousands  sink  all 
they  have  out  here,  and  those  who  do  make  money  often  squander  it.  Deadwood 
is  a  poor  place  for  a  poor  man,  and  a  dangerous  place  for  a  suddenly  rich  one. 

•  TOWNS  AND  SETTLEMENTS. 

Red  Cailon,  at  the  mouth  of  the  cafion  of  that  name,  where  the  Clieyenne  travel 
enters  the  Black  Hills,  is  simply  a  military  station ;  a  handful  of  soldiere  are  the 
only  people  there.  Custer  City  is  forty  or  forty-five  miles  nrtrth  by  east  from  Red ' 
Caiion.  At  present  there  are  about  250  inhabitants,  certainly  not  more  than  300. 
Last  winter  there  were  3,000  to  4,000  there,  I  am  told.  Some  accounts  place  the 
number  still  higher.  There  are  houses  enough  for  2.500  people,  a  nice  location,  on 
a  broad  plain,  with  gradually  sloping  hills  rising  on  three  sides  of  it.  A  little 
creek  runs  past  the  town,  but  it  carries  too  little  water  for  gulch  mining,  except  for 
a  month  or  two  in  the  spring.  A  resident  told  me — I  know  not  how  truly — that 
there  would  be  2,000  miners  there  by  that  time  to  work  the  gulches.  Hill  City, 
twelve  miles  this  side  of  Custer,  has  200  log-houses — perhaps  more — yet  not  a  sol- 
itary family  did  we  see.  Rumor  says  one  man  lives  there.  If  so,  he  must  be  own 
brother  to  Robinson  Crusoe.  At  Rapid  Creek  and  Box  Elder,  where  the  Black  Hills 
and  Cheyenne  Stage  Company  own  stations  and  keep  fresh  relays  of  horses,  some 
little  indications  of  mining  appear — how  valuable  I  do  not  know.  Probably  scar- 
city of  water  checks  full  developments.  Seventy  or  seventy-five  miles  northwest 
of  Custer  City  one  first  enters  on  Deadwood  gulch.  The  valley,  or  gulch,  as  they 
call  it  here,  is  reached  by  descending  a  steep,  winding  hill.  All  the  passengers  dis- 
mounted, and  the  hind  wheels  of  the  coach  were  rough-locked,  i.  «.,  a  chain  is  so 
fastened  that  its  hook  ploughs  a  furrow  in  the  frozen  ground.  A  sick  lady  was 
aboard,  but  the  driver  insisted  on  her  alighting,  saying  that  if  ho  must  tip  over,  he 
wanted  to  tip  over  alone.  Montana  City,  at  the  foot  of  this  hill,  is  a  small  mining 
camp,  with  perhaps  500  miners. 

Two  miles  higher  up  the  gulch  is  Deadwood,  the  largest  place  in  the  Black  Hills. 
To  look  down  upon  the  town,  one  would  not  see  how  over  1,500  people  could  bo 
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Btowed  away  here ;  but  there  are,  no  doubt,  fully  8,000  inhabitants.  The  throng 
around  the  sti^e,  as  we  drove  up  to  the  hotel,  to  learn  the  result  of  the  presidential 
election,  would  lead  one  to  infer  that  the  town  swarmed  with  people.  In  and  near 
Deadwood  are  two  saw-mills,  stores,  saloons  without  number,  dance-houses,  gam- 
bling-dens, and  places  of  vile  repute.  We  have  nearly  everything  which  can  be 
foood  in  Cheyenne — hardware,  wooden  ware,  tinware  and  tin-shops,  furniture,  gro- 
ceries, clothing  and  dry-goods  stores.  I  think  there  are  not  half-a-dozen  houses  in 
town  where  liquor  is  not  sold.  Everything  is  brought  here  by  freight  teams,  of 
course,  from  Sidney  or  Cheyenne.  Freights  are  from  eight  to  ten  dollars  per  hun- 
dred, 80  of  course  articles  brought  in  must  bring  high  prices — I  think  it  would  be 
safe  to  say  just  about  double  the  prices  in  Cheyenne.  Rents  are  simply  **  awful." 
Any  kind  of  a  room  will  readily  command  from  $20  to  $30  per  month.  I  hear 
tlut  money  commands  twenty-five  to  fifty  per  cent,  interest  per  month  !  I  do  not 
TOQch  for  this  statement,  but  a  lady  just  told  me  that  her  husband  got  fifty  per 
cent  on  his  money  for  a  single  month,  and  I  think  she  told  the  truth. 

Crook  City  is  ten  miles  below  here,  near  the  mouth  of  the  gulch,  and  close  to  the 
plaina  I  hear  there  are  good  placer  claims  there.  Goville,  a  small  town  about  a 
mile  and  three-quarters  up  the  Deadwood  gulch,  has  perhaps  1,000  people.  I 
have  been  there  only  once,  but  hear  that  the  mines  are  better  than  here.  The  orig- 
inal discovery  of  gold  was  made  there,  I  am  told. 

THE  PEOPLE. 

And  now  about  the  people  and  their  moral  condition.  We  staid  at  Custer  City 
over  night  I  was  fearfully  tired,  having  slept  only  about  six  hours  for  nearly  a 
«reek.  (We  traveled  two  nights  nearly,  and  I  did  not  sleep  the  night  before  leav- 
ing Cheyenne.)  But  I  visited  one  or  two  families  that  night,  one  of  which  I,  found 
to  be  Congregationalists.  The  next  morning  I  visited,  before  the  stage  left,  four 
or  five  other  families,  in  each  of  which  were  professors  of  religion.  They  were 
glad  to  see  me,  I  assure  you.  I  gave  therm  the  few  tracts  I  had  with  me,  and  strove 
to  encourage  them  all  in  my  power ;  told  them  not  to  despise  the  day  of  small 
things,  and  above  all  to  hold  prayer-meetings.  They  said  they  were  divided.  Nor 
ia  it  strange.  No  Sabbath,  no  church,  no  books  or  religious  papers,  no  sweet  sanc- 
tified homes;  all  seeking,  not  after  God,  but  after  gold.  (What  a  vast  change  the 
letter  I  makes  in  that  short  word  1 )  One  would  hardly  expect  it,  yet  these  people 
gave  me  a  hearty  welcome,  and  were  anxious  I  should  stay  over  and  preach  for 
them.  I  shall  try  to  establish  regular  services  at  Goville,  and  perhaps  occasional 
meetings  at  Montana  City.  I  hope  also  to  be  able  to  go  down  to  Crook  City  and 
hold  services  before  the  winter  is  over. 

Here  at  Deadwood,  however,  there  is  enough  to  do.  I  did  not  get  here  in  time 
to  select  a  place  for  worship  on  Sunday ;  but  we  had  a  prayer-meeting  in  the  even- 
ing, with  only  three  present  besides  myself.  There  is  a  fearful  condition  of  things 
here,  though  not  worse  than  is  generally  to  be  found  in  new  camps.  Two  murders 
have  occurred  within  a  week — one  in  a  theatre,  the  other  in  a  saloon.  Gambling 
prevails,  though  not  as  much  as  a  month  ago,  it  is  said,  because  there  is  less  gold 
taken  out,  and  more  of  the  miners  are  off  on  the  hunt,  or  *'  stampede,"  for  Wolf 
fountain.  I  have  seen  only  one  drunken  man  on  the  streets,  though  drinking  must 
he  fearfully  common. 

There  are  a  few  Congregationalists,  Baptists,  and  Episcopalians  here.  I  find 
^yenXfamilieSy  here  and  all  along  the  gulch  ;  I  will  not  attempt  to  say  how  many, 
nor  how  many  children.  A  day-school  has  been  established,  and  I  hear  that  an- 
other is  soon  to  be  opened.  We  shall  doubtless  be  able  to  start  a  Sunday-school,  if 
we  can  get  a  permanent  room.     An  Episcopalian  family,  half-way  from  here  to 
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€h)Yille,  gave  me  a  cordial  reception,  and  promised  to  come  oat  to  church ;  indeed, 
they  were  eager  to  do  so.  I  met  on  my  way  there  a  Massachusetts  man,  from 
Charlton,  Worcester  county,  and  when  I  asked  him  to  come  to  church  he  seemed 
greatly  pleased,  and  said,  **  That  will  seem  like  old  times.'*  I  expect  to  find  many 
backslidden  church-members.  It  is  a  fearful  place  for  weak-kneed  and  facile 
characters.  We  have  one  brother  whose  family  live  in  Illinois,  and  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  church  in  Central,  Colorado.  He  is  a  bright  and 
shining  light.  An  expression  of  peace,  nobleness,  and  high  resolve  shines  in  his 
very  countenance.  He  has  often  attended  funerals  and  read  the  service  for  the 
dead,  sometimes  adding  a  remark  or  two  of  his  own,  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 
I  hope  shortly  to  report  a  favorable  start,  though  there  are  difficulties  innumera- 
ble. Brethren,  pray  for  us,  and  ask  the  churches  to  do  so.  Pray  that  I  may  have 
wisdom,  courage,  discretion ;  for  what  can  I  do  in  this  wicked  place,  unless  God 
be  with  me  ? 

A   MONTH  LATEB. 

This  is  my  fifth  week  here,  and  I  can  speak  with  more,  accuracy  about  the  place, 
the  country,  my  own  plans  and  work. 

There  is  gold  here — no  doubt  of  that ;  but  it  is  difficult  at  present  to  say  wficre 
the  central  point  will  be.  It  may  be  Gayville,  or  Bear  Butte,  twelve  miles  south- 
east from  here ;  but  it  looks  now  as  if  Dead  wood  would  hold  its  own  against  all 
rivals,  because  of  its  location  as  a  shipping  and  receiving  point.  The  mines  are 
none  of  them  worked  now,  unless  it  be  a  few  old  and  well-established  gulch  claims. 

Everybody  here — merchants,  miners,  business  men  and  all — are  awaiting  devel- 
opments in  the  spring.  A  great  rush  is  expected  then.  Prospecting  will  then  be 
resumed  with  vigor ;  old  claims  and  located  lodes  will  all  be  carried  forward  to 
something  like  definite  results. 

There  are  rumors  of  a  railroad  being  started  by  spring.  An  eld  contractor  and 
railroad  builder  told  me  that  two,  if  not  three  railroads  would  be  then  commenced. 
Tftlk  costs  nothing ;  one  is  free  to  believe  as  much  as  he  pleases.  I  think  that  a 
railroad  will  be  projected  and  commenced  as  soon  as  the  mines  are  on  a  sure 
footing  and  stamp  and  quartz  mills  are  in  operation.  Where  it  will  start  from 
no  one  can  guess.  Perhaps  from  Yankton,  via  Fort  Peirce,  on  the  Missouri  river. 
That  is  perhaps  the  best  route  to  ship  freight  from  now,  while  to  a  person  going 
east  it  offers  the  quickest,  as  well  as  cheapest  opportunities. 

The  weather  here,  so  far  this  winter,  has  been  mild  and  damp ;  only  once  has  the 
mercury  sunk  as  low  as  zero.  Sunday  night  it  must  have  been  a  little  below  zero, 
say  four  or  five  degrees.  About  three  inches  of  snow  is  the  most  we  have  had  at 
any  one  time.  But  it  is  not  a  healthy  country.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  malaria. 
The  water  is  very  bad.  The  doctors  say,  **  Don't  drink  it."  Mountain  fever  pre- 
vails, assuming  very  soon  after  its  commencement  a  typhoid  form.  Several  deaths 
have  resulted.  Patients,  however,  who  have  it  are  often  unduly  exposed,  and  lack 
proper  medical  attendance  and  nursing. 

OUR  CHUBCH  WORK. 

This  is  the  day  of  small  things.  We  all  feci  it.  We  have  the  present  use  of  the 
Inter-Ocean  hotel,  free  of  rent.  It  is  a  fearfully  cold  place,  which  the  best  efforts 
of  a  powerful  stove  cannot  make  comfortable  on  a  moderately  cold  day,  while  on 
such  a  Sunday  as  the  last  I  just  abandoned  the  attempt  to  preach  any  regular  ser- 
mon, and  talked  five  or  ten  minutes.  Even  then  half  of  my  audience  were  shiver- 
ing. One  lady  nearly  froze  her  feet,  not  ten  steps  away  from  the  stove.  I  had  two 
invalids,  under  the  doctor's  care.  I  fixed  a  seat  right  by  the  stove,  and  with  heavy 
overcoats  and  hats  on  they  managed  to  keep  warm.     We  began  our  first  service 
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with  fire,  closing  with  twenty-five.  The  next  Sunday,  which  was  unfavorable,  we 
had  twenty-eight :  the  third  Sunday  sixty — all  our  seats  f  ulL  Last  week  we  had 
five  Dew  seats  put  in,  and  had  the  Sunday  been  warm  and  pleasant,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  we  should  have  had  from  seventy-fiye  to  a  hundred  hearers. 

I  hear  that  the  proprietors  of  the  hotel,  which  now  stands  idle,  expect  to  rent  it ; 
bat  the  landlady  of  the  Centennial  hotel — a  Christian  lady — says  we  may  have  the 
nae  of  her  hall,  after  the  supper  is  over,  Sunday  evening.  If  we  can^t  do  better, 
perhaps  we  shall  avail  ourselves  of  her  offer.  The  room  is  nice  and  warm,  and 
will  seat  seventy-five,  I  should  think.  Her  son  lies  dangerously  sick  of  fever,  and 
I  have  visited  him  about  twice  every  day. 

We  have  the  use  of  an  organ — the  only  one  in  town,  I  believe.  It  does  duty 
erery  night  at  a  concert  and  faro  hall.  We  go  and  get  it  Sunday  morning,  and 
cany  it  back  before  dark.  Thus  you  see  it  does  duty  for  God  and  Mammon  both — 
not  quite  scriptural,  I  fear. 

We  have  received  the  Sunday-school  books  and  Gospel  Songs.  Our  Sunday-school 
numbers  about  two-thirds  as  many  as  the  audience  at  the  morning  services.  I  have 
charge  of  the  Bible  Class.  We  have  had  one  ''  sociable,''  and  expect  another  to- 
morrow night  I  never  greatly  cared  for  or  believed  in  what  are  called  church  so- 
ciables; but  I  think  that  here  they  are  needed.  Christian  people  hare  arc  afraid  of 
each  other.  They  don't  know  one  another  yet,  and  think  everybody  bad  and  not 
to  be  trusted.  Especially  is  this  true  of  the  ladies.  By  getting  them  together  in  a 
social  way,  I  hope  to  break  up  this  state  of  things.  It  may  form  a  nucleus  by 
which  to  get  hold  of  young  men.  Above  all,  it  creates  what  is  greatly  needed 
in  Dead  wood — something  like  '*  society."  We  hope  for  help,  too,  from  a  gentle- 
man and  his  wife  now  here,  who  expect  to  start  a  circulating  library.  They  have 
some  excellent  books  and  pamphlets,  and  hope  to  open  a  reading-room  free  to  all 
daring  the  day  and  evening.  I  am  saying  all  I  can  in  favor  of  the  enterprise.  If 
they  get  it,  some  of  the  better  class  of  young  men  will  be  kept  out  of  the  bad 
places.  There  are  many  here  who  have  no  homes,  and  so  the  beer  saloon,  the  con- 
cert hall,  the  gambling  den,  and  the  **  house  of  her  whose  steps  take  hold  on  hell " 
are  the  natural  resorts.  I  understand  that  there  are  numbers  of  men,  old  and 
joang,  who  have  made  nothing  the  past  summer,  and  others  who  have  just  arrived 
and  spent  all  in  getting  here.  They  have  not  even  a  blanket  to  cover  themselves 
with,  nor  a  shelter  to  lie  down  in,  and  so,  finding  these  saloons  and  brothels  light 
and  warm,  they  drift  into  them,  and  sleep  on  the  floor,  or  sit  up  all  night. 

I  have  visited  a  good  many  families ;  have  called  on  the  sick,  and  in  three  in- 
stances secured  good  medical  attendance.  In  two  coses  death  would  have  resulted 
had  they  not  had  it.  All  are  doing  welL  I  have  been  kindly  received;  in  many 
cases,  warmly.  Remarks  like  this  are  common:  **  Well,  Tm  glad  that  a  minister 
has  come  among  us ;  it  seems  more  like  home  now  I " 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS  AND  HOME  MISSIONS, 

AS  BEEN  BT  CANDIDATES  FOR  THE  MINISTRT. 


BX  PBOF.  AUBTIM  PHELPS,  D.D. 


[It  is  not  often  that  a  religious  newspaper  can  enrich  its  colamns  with  articles  having 
^6  significance,  interest,  and  value  of  the  series  on  ^^  Missionary  Revivals  in  Andover 
Theological  Seminary,"  by  Professor  Phelps,  in  TJie  CongregationaUst.  The  first  ar- 
ticle was  published  in  the  issue  of  Jan.  8,  1877,  and  successive  numbers  have  appeared 
weekly,  to  the  time  of  this  writing.     The  cause  of  missions,  home  and  foreigu,  has  no 
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more  earnest  friend  than  Professor  Phelps.  His  strong,  wise  words  have  stirred  the 
hearts  and  shaped  the  decisions  of  many  a  young  student  weighing  the  question  of  his 
life  work,  and  have  upheld  him  in  the  trials  incident  to  its  prosecution.  How  largely 
the  *^  missionary  revivals  ^'  of  which  he  writes  are  due  to  his  own  personal  influence, 
will  be  known  only  in  the  hereafter.  This  Society  is  already  indebted  to  him  for  ser- 
vices that  it  cannot  repay,  but  will  never  forget.  Our  readers  will  thank  us  for  reprint- 
ing from  The  GongregationaUai  of  January  24th  those  paragraphs  of  the  Professor's 
fourth  paper  that  most  directly  concern  our  work.  We  have  no  fears  that  they  will 
not  be  read.] 

.  .  .  .  We  find  that  the  revivals  of  the  foreign  missionary  spirit  [in  Ando- 
ver  Seminary]  commonly  alternate  with  similar  wanes  of  special  intei'est  in  home 
missions,  and  in  other  departments  of  the  home  work.  I  mean  by  this,  not  merely 
the  truism  that  when  men  do  not  go  abroad  they  stay  at  home ;  but  that  in  the  in- 
tervals between  the  awakenings  to  the  wants  of  the  heathen  world,  have  occurred 
cu  marked  revivals  of  special  prayer  and  solicitude  and  self-consecration  for  the 
salvation  of  this  country.  The  evidences  of  such  awakenings  are  such  as  in  an 
ordinary  church  would  prove  the  existence  of  a  revival  of  interest  in  the  conversion 
of  the  surrounding  population.  Coll  them  what  we  may,  they  are  uplif tinga  of 
the  level  of  Christian  feeling  to  an  unusual  height,  but  specially  concerned  with 
the  work  at  home  more  than  with  the  work  abroad 

Such  in  character  are  genuine  revivals  of  missionary  zeal  in  a  seminary.  They 
arc  one  in  spirit  and  in  power ;  but  sometimes  they  drift  eastward  and  sometimes 
westward,  and  sometimes  they  do  not  drift  at  all.  Now  they  concentrate  attention 
upon  China,  India,  Japan ;  and  then  upon  Dakota,  Oregon,  California ;  and  again, 
with  every  appearance  of  the  same  missionary  consecration,  the  y«ung  men  choose 
the  little  church  in  the  Green  Mountains,  or  the  metropolitan  pulpit,  or  the  mission- 
church  under  its  shadow. 

WESTERN  PIONEERS. 

One  illustration  of  the  westward  drifting  of  such  a  missionary  revival  is  the  for- 
mation at  Andover  of  the  well-known  "  Iowa  Band."  In  that  more  than  *'  Holy 
Ivcague,"  eleven  men  allied  themselves  to  go  to  that  then  desolate  Territory.  Their 
success  is  some  evidence  that  they  were  not  mistaken  in  their  choice.  A  very  intel- 
ligent layman  of  that  State  has  expressed  the  opinion  that  that  "Band  "  from  An- 
dover, reduced  to  nine  before  reaching  the  field,  have  achieved  more  than  any 
other  human  agency  to  save  the  whole  State  from  Infidelity. 

Later  was  formed  the  smaller  but  equally  illustrious  "  Kansas  Band."  Its  mem- 
bers went  to  that  State  when  it  was  in  the  death  struggle  with  slavery.  Their  use- 
fulness in  laying  religious  foundations  deep  and  strong,  is  immeasurable.  Not 
only  churches  and  Sunday-schools  and  the  establishment  of  a  Sabbath,  but  colleges, 
libraries,  the  local  press,  the  whole  school  system  of  the  State,  and  the  introduction 
of  the  same  institutioiis  into  Nebraska  and  "  the  regions  beyond,"  have  felt  the  in- 
fluence of  their  plastic  hand.  They  have  done  their  work,  too,  at  the  peril  of  limb 
and  life.  One  of  them  narrowly  escaped  the  infamous  "  Quantrcil  Massacre." 
Few  clergymen  live  to-day  who  have  so  much  to  show  for  twenty  years  of  work  as 
those  Kansas  pioneers.  And  they  have  as  many  years  more  to  labor  before  "  the 
grasshopper"  will  "become  a  burden." 

Both  of  those  companies  of  Western  Volunteers,  and  scores  of  others  of  the 
same  guild,  were  the  very  men  who,  if  the  Lord  had  not  directed  them,  as  they 
believed,  to  the  frontier  of  our  own  land,  would  have  been  very  likely  to  be  found 
to-day  in  the  foreign  service.  When  they  went  westward,  great  disappointment 
was  felt  that  they  did  not  go  eastward.  Yet  who  will  now  venture  to  say  that  they 
mis-heard  the  Master's  voice  ?    Would  any  one  of  us  venture  to  undo  all  that  they 
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haTe  achieved,  and  yeto  all  that  they  giye  promise  of  achicYing  in  their  chosen 
field,  for  the  sake  of  even  the  magnificent  work  which  they  doubtless  would  have 
accoD^plished  in  India  or  Japan  9 

THE  COXJNTBY  SINCE  THE  WAR. 

It  is  also  specially  to  be  remembered  that  the  relative  claims  of  the  home  and 
the  foreign  fields  have  not  been  for  the  last  fifteen  years  what  they  were  before  the 
War.  The  home  work  has  expanded  immeasurably  in  its  practicable  extent,  and 
been  intensified  unspeakably  in  its  urgency.  Are  we  not  all  trembling  before  it  to- 
day ?  Is  not  o^r  priceless  inheritance  from  our  fathers  trembling  in  the  balance, 
for  the  want  of  a  calm,  scholarly,  Christian  leadership  for  the  countless  hosts  of 
ignorance  and  depravity  into»  whose  hands  we  have  put,  not  the  spelling-book  and 
Uie  Testament,  but  ballots  and  muskets  ?  Is  not  the  weight  of  the  destiny  of  this 
land  often  intolerable  to  those  who  feel  called  of  God  to  stand  under,  and  lift  it  ? 
Do  we  not  feel  impelled  to  hasten  the  work  of  redemption  ?     Can  we  afford  delay  f 

When  General  Grant  was  before  Petersburg,  at  a  critical  moment  of  the  siege, 
his  only  word  of  command  was  :  *'  Pour  in  the  men ;  pour  in  the  meny  So  do 
we  riot  all  of  us  judge  and  feel,  through  all  the  broken  deeps  of  our  souls,  that 
the  only  thing  which  can  save  this  land  for  Christ,  is  to  pour  in  the  men^  and  to 
do  it  n&w  f  West,  South,  Northwest,  Southwest,  the  whole  frontier,  and  strategic 
keys  from  the  Lakes  to  the  Gulf,  must  be  carried  soon,  or  not  at  all,  as  it  seems  to 
til  human  foresight. 

The  protection  of  our  Lord's  day;  the  salvation  of  our  youth  from  infidelity; 
th^preservation  of  our  school  system ;  the  planting  of  even  the  rudimental  insti- 
tutions of  Christianity  in  the  new  States;  the  crushing  of  Mormonism  ;  the  uplift- 
ing of  the  negro  from  the  awful  slough  of  ignorance  and  corruption  in  which 
freedom  has  surprised  him  ;  the  not  less  imperative  need  of  the  civilization  of  the 
Southern  white  man ;  the  rescue  of  both  races  in  the  Southern  half  of  the  land 
from  the  clutch  of  Romanism  ;  the  recovery  of  the  whole  Southern  conscience  from 
the  obtuscness  which  slavery  has  inflicted ;  the  substitution  of  the  civilization  of 
the  alphabet  for  that  of  the  bowie-knife  ;  and  the  Christianizing  of  the  American 
Chinese — these  are  but  the  pioneer  work  of  the  gospel  on  this  Continent.  Tlie 
maturity  of  Christian  civilization  lies  far  away  beyond  them. 

WHAT  IS   THE   TRUE   POLICY? 

Does  not  the  exigency  which  is  upon  us  fairly  open  the  question,  whether  a  far- 
seeing  policy  does  not  dictate  a  suspension  of  advance  in  the  foreign  work,  allow- 
ing it  simply  to  hold  its  own,  if  this  is  necessary  to  the  speedy  achievements  of  cer- 
tain preliminary  conquests  in  this  country  ?  Cannot  the  world,  as  a  whole,  better 
afford  that  China  and  Japan  should  wait  twenty  years  longer  for  the  gospel,  than 
that  Nebraska,  Colorado,  Texas,  and  the  Carolinas  should  wait  ?  Is  it  not  a  less 
evil  that  Africa  in  the  East  should  wait,  than  that  our  own  Africa  in  the  South 
should  ? 

.  .  .  .  The  conflict  is  one ;  fought  on  one  field,  under  One  strategic  Mind ; 
for  one  grand  conquest.  While  the  loyal  forces  are  so  few,  and  relatively  to  the 
enemy  so  feeble,  it  may  not  be  wise  policy  to  "  advance  all  along  the  line."  Said 
the  commander  of  the  French  forces,  witnessing  the  famous  "ride  upon  death  "  of 
the  six  hundred  English  cavalry  at  Balaclava :  **  It  is  magnificent ;  but  it  is  not 
war."  So,  the  resolve  of  the  Christian  Church  to  evangelize  the  world  in  this  gen- 
eration, might  be  the  sublime  of  heroism,  and  yet  not  wise.  If  then  there  must  be 
a  halt  anywhere,  does  Qot  the  millennial  reign  require  that  that  halt  should  not  be 
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on  this  Western  Continent?    Is  there  another  country  on  the  globe  whose  immedi" 
aU  eyangelizing  is  so  vital  to  the  world^s  redemption  as  that  of  onr  own  t 

THE  OUTLOOK  UPON  THE  FUTURE. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  answer  these  questions  authoritatively.  None  but  an  in  fi- 
nite mind  can  do  that  Still  less  would  I  answer  them,  or  ask  them,  to  the  dis- 
couragement of  foreign  missions.  Nor  is  the  necessity  supposed,  by  any  means,  to 
be  yet  conceded.  But  my  sole  object  in  asking  these  questions  is  to  state  the  case 
fairly,  as  it  has  stated  iUelfio  young  candidates  for  the  ministry,  especially  during 
the  last  fifteen  years.  The  question  of  their  life's  work  has  come  before  them 
under  an  alternative  so  complicated  as  to  perplex  the  wisest,  and  so  fearful  as  to 
appall  the  boldest. 

To  them  the  cause  of  Christ  in  this  land  seems  to  be  in  an  unprecedented  strait. 
The  element  of  npeed  appears  to  be  a  more  potent  factor  in  the  problem  of  its  sal- 
vation than  in  that  of  any  other  portion  of  the  globe.  Everything  seems  to  de- 
pend on  quick  marches.  The  Napoleonic  policy  of  rapid  movement  of  great  forces 
to  great  conquests  appears  to  them  the  only  one  that  promises  ultimate  success.  If 
there  is  anywhere  under  Christian  banners  an  **  Imperial  Guard,"  which  **  dies,  but 
never  surrenders,"  but  whose  presence  ensures  victory,  they  feel  that  its  prestige 
and  power  are  needed  here.  Th«y  explore  the  West  and  South,  and  come  back 
awe-struck  at  the  impending  conflict.  They  listen  to  foreign  missionaries  and  home 
missionaries,  fresh  from  their  fields  of  honor,  side  by  side ;  and  to  the  majority 
of  them  the  home  work  appears  to  be  in  the  most  appalling  danger  from  delay. 
Results  good  and  evil,  which  elsewhere  will  accumulate  arithmetically,  must  here 
accumulate  geometrically.  Though  inferior  vastly  in  present  numbers,  this  land 
seems  to  them  to  be  "  the  key  of  the  position,"  which  must  command  the  field. 
The  power  which  holds  it  makes  conquest  of  the  world.  To  the  older  continents 
it  is  what  the  chateau  of  Hougoumont  and  the  farm  of  La  Haye  Sainte  were  to  the 
field  of  Waterloo.  It  must  be  taken  and  held  for  Christ,  or  we  must  say  as  Napo- 
leon did  when  the  "  Old  Guard  "  broke  :  **  All  is  lost  1 " 

Such  is  the  outlook  upon  that  "  field,"  which  **  is  the  world,"  as  these  young 
men  see  it,  when  they  ponder  the  question  wTiere  to  take  their  places  in  the  ranks. 
Yet,  setting  aside  all  these  facts  which  plead  so  potently  for  advance  quick  and 
strong  in  the  home  work,  the  Secretaries  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society 
tell  them  that  for  the  work  of  that  organization  alone,  if  it  should  make  no 
advance,  but  simply  hold  its  own  for  twenty  years  to  come,  not  less  than  fifty  new 
men  must  be  furnished  every  year.  If  the  young  men  see  in  this  condition  of 
things  the  call  of  God  to  them,  who  will  venture  to  dispute  their  vision  ?  Who 
of  us,  in  the  face  of  his  own  lifers  record,  will  take  it  upon  himself  to  say  that 
they  are  deciding  the  question  of  their  life's  work  with  either  a  blind  or  a  self- 
indulgent  judgment  ? 


Pf]$]$t0tt»yt)    fttt^ttigett^e. 


WASHINGTON. 
Ret.  J,  F,  MIU,  Seattle. 

FURTHEB  FROORBSS. 

Our  church  building  has  been  closed 
for  repairs,  consisting  of  a  new  ceiling,  to 
obviate  an  unpleasant  echo ;  a  recess,  pul- 
pit and  choir  platform ;  a  library  room,  a 


pastor^s  study,  etc.,all  costing  nearly  $600. 
The  ladies  have  also  carpeted  the  floor, 
and  now  we  have  a  really  beautiful,  com- 
fortable, and  homelike  house  of  worship. 
Being  something  of  a  mechanic,  I  stead- 
ily worked  with  my  own  hands  at  the 
improvements,  till  the  house  was  ready 
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for  ofle,  thus  aiming  to  make  the  expenses 
as  Ugbt  as  possible. 

I  can  report  no  additions  or  conversions, 
bat  a  steadily  growing  interest  and  con- 
gregation griving  promise  of  such  results 
ere  long.  It  is  my  aim  now  to  get  our 
Christian  people  in  dead  earnest  at  the 
work  of  soul-saving  by  faith  and  love, 
prayer  and  labor,  and  a  tender-hearted 
fellowship  between  brethren.  I  take 
great  encouragement  from  the  fact  that 
here,  where  habits,  associations,  and  ten- 
dencies are  all  away  from  church,  and  not 
towards  it,  more  men  are  coming  in  reg- 
ularly, and  more  youth  of  both  sexes.  I 
am  trying  to  preach  and  teach  with  such 
power  that  they  will  be  pushed  on  beyond 
myself,  to  our  Lord  and  Savior. 


CALIFORNIA. 
Bev,  J,  H,  Warren,  Superintendent 

THAT    TR0UBLB80MB   "  IF." 

You  are  right  in  thinking  that  many 
of  our  towns  could  support  the  gospel 
without  missionary  help,  and  liber- 
ally, too,  if  they  only  would.  But  that 
•*  if  "  is  the  trouble,  here  and  everywhere. 
There  is  gold  in  California,  silver  in  Ne- 
vada, wheat  and  salmon  in  Oregon, 
enough  to  endow  all  our  churches,  col- 
leges, seminaries  and  other  Christian  in- 
stitutions, provided  it  were  in  right 
hands.  But  what  do  the  rich  Jews  of 
California,  like  — i — ,  the  rich  misers,  like 

,  the  rich  Catholics,  like  ,  care 

for  anything  that  concerns  our  Christi- 
anity ?  In  the  Congregational  churches 
of  the  Pacific  coast  /  do  not  know  the 
firet  man  who  is  rich.  One  was  almost 
rich,  and  his  money  was  free.  He  helped 
almost  everything  and  everybody.  He  is 
dead,  and  we  miss  him.  California  is 
spoken  of  as  the  favored  State,  where  the 
"hard  times"  are  little  felt  "The 
times  "  have  been  hard,  nevertheless.  On 
my  table  are  the  printed  "  minutes  "  of 
several  other  denominations  The  allu- 
sions in  them  to  tlie  stringency  of  the 
times'during  the  past  year,  bringing  hard- 
ship and  BuflPering  to  the  clergy  and 
churchea,  are  pitifuL    I  know  it  is  not 

3 


the  policy  of  the  Society  to  decline  aid 
simply  on  the  score  of  a  count  in  dollars 
and  cents  of  taxable  propertgr,  of  bank 
^and  railroad  stock,  of  productive  capital 
of  any  sort  in  a  given  place,  the  aggre- 
gate of  which  would  make  all  its  churches 
self -supporting.  For  you  are  well  aware 
that  in  some  of  these  wealthy,  flourishing 
towns  and  cities,  the  gospel  is  the  last 
thing  cared  for.  Churches  are  allowed 
to  go  begging,  when  what  is  wasted  by 
the  rich  would  make  them  nearly  inde- 
pendent 

Be  assured  that  we  appreciate  the  fact 
that  you  have  a  broad  and  extensive 
country  to  provide  for ;  that  your  means 
of  support  are  inadequate  to  your  wants ; 
that  some  sections  are  more  burdened 
with  poverty  than  we  are ;  and  for  these 
reasons  we  desire  to  be  as  easy  on  the 
treasury  as  possible.  This  last  year  every 
self-supporting  church  has  contributed  to 
the  Society's  funds.  Not  ten  out  of  our 
seventy-two  churches  but  has  done  some- 
thing, and,  poor  as  they  are,  the  percent- 
age of  their  donations  to  the  Society  is 
greater  than  that  of  any  other  State  in 
the  Union ;  of  course  not  including  leg- 
acies. We  are  anxious  that  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  should  understand  that 
it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  California 
brethren  to  simply  cry,  "  Give  1  give !  " 
but  with  the  aid  received  to  turn  out  in- 
dependent churches,  more  in  proportion 
than  any  other  home  missionary  district. 


Hev.  G,  M,  Dexter^  Dixon, 

OUTSIDB   REVIVAL. 

It  is  often  said  that  a  revival  must  be- 
gin in  the  hearts  of  the  church-members ; 
thence  it  will  extend  to  the  unconverted. 
While  I  believe  this  is  the  usual  way, 
there  are  exceptions  to  the  rule,  and  our 
church  seems  to  be  one.  There  has  been 
a  continued  work  of  the  Spirit  upon  the 
hearts  of  some  of  the  youth  since  I  came 
here,  last  July,  and  nine  persons  have 
united  on  profession  of  their  faith.  Yet 
the  majority  of  the  church- members  have 
been  spiritually  dead,  having  only  a 
name  to  live.    Prayer-meetings  have  been 
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but  thinly  attended.  Of  eight  men  con- 
nected with  the  church,  only  one  has  ever 
been  present  It  should  be  said,  how- 
ever, that  the  most  of  these  members  live 
from  a  mile  to  three  miles  distant  Yet 
as  they  get  out  occasionally  to  other 
meetings,  the  inference  is  that  they  might 
do  as  much  for  the  Master. 

We  have  a  few  faithful  ones,  and  in 
answer  to  their  prayers  the  Lord  is  bless- 
ing us.  In  union  with  the  Methodist 
minister  here,  who  is  a  true  yoke-fellow, 
we  are  holding  a  series  of  meetings,  and 
from  the  attendance  we  feel  encouraged 
to  believe  that  still  greater  blessings  are 
in  store  for  us. 


COLORADO. 

iZtfo.  B,  T.  Cro8Sy  Colorcid^  Springs, 

A   SAD  JOURNEY. 

Our  journey  from  New  York  State  to 
Colorado  was  a  very  sad  one.  In  additi^ou 
to  parting  with  many  warm-hearted  Chris- 
tian friends  in  our  former  field,  and  leav- 
ing behind  an  aged  father  and  other  near 
friends,  we  were  called  on  our  journey 
to  stand  around  the  open  graves  of  two 
children  and  a  mother.  Our  eldest  child, 
a  little  boy,  died  last  winter.  We  brought 
his  remains  with  us  as  far  as  Oberlin,  our 
old  home,  where  we  buried  them.  Com- 
ing on  to  Dakota  to  visit  my  wife's  pa- 
rents (Rev.  Lewis  Bridgman  -and  wife), 
we  found  Mrs.  Bridgman  dangerously 
sick.  She  died  on  the  night  of  our  arriv- 
al, untible  to  give  us  any  token  of  recog- 
nition. In  a  few  days  our  little  girl  was 
prostrated.  While  waiting  for  her  to  re- 
cover, our  baby,  who  a  few  weeks  before 
had  been  baptized  and  named  Charles 
;  Finney,  was  also  taken  down.  Not  sup- 
posing him  dangerously  sick,  we  started, 
but  after  reaching  the  cars  he  suddenly 
became  worse,  and  died  in  about  an  hour. 
We  took  hibi  back  and  buried  him  by  the 
side  of  kis  grandmother,  and  were  ena- 
bled, by  the  grace  of  God,  to  submit 
without  a  munnur  to  our  Father's  will. 
The  next  Monday  morning  we  took  a 
new  start  for  the  remaining  800  miles  of 
our  journey,  fearing  lest  we  should  have 
to  give  up  our  only  remaining  child. 


When  on  Thursday  night  we  stepped 
from  the  cars,  tired  and  travel- worn,  with 
the  little  girl  sick  in  our  arms,  we  cer- 
tainly stood  in  nee^  of  a  cordial  reception 
from  the  people;  and  we  received  it 
We  had  come  to  them  at  a  costly  sacri- 
fice, and  their  homes  were  open  to  receive 
and  their  hearts  to  sympathize  with  us. 

THE  NSW   HOME. 

I  find  this  a  place  of  about  3,000  in- 
habitants, with  a  very  large  though  thin- 
ly-settled region  tributary  to  it  The 
surrounding  scenery,  as  you  know,  is 
magnificent;  Pike's  Peak,  Cheyenne 
Mountain,  Cheyenne  Cafion,  Garden  of 
the  Gods,  Glen  Eyrie,  Monument  Park, 
Ute  Pass,  Manitou,  etc.,  all  being  within 
ten  or  twelve  miles.  The  climate  is  de- 
lightful;  the  people  are  mostly  very 
moral  and  intelligent;  but  there  is  plenty 
of  work  to  do  for  Christ — so  much  that 
I  can  find  little  or  no  time  to  visit  the 
many  objects  of  interest  around  us.  The 
town  is  five  years  old,  and  had  a  won- 
derful growth  for  three  years.  For  the 
last  two  it  has  felt  severely  the  hard 
times.  The  prospect  now,  however,  is 
for  a  steady  growth,  for  this  place  must 
be  the  grand  resort  for  seekers  of  health 
and  pleasure  who  come  to  Colorado. 

There  are  six  churches  in  active  opera- 
tion. Their  pastors  have  a  delightful 
meeting  every  week,  and  are  well  united. 
They  are  earnestly  praying  for  and  confi- 
dently expecting  a  revival  of  religion. 
Some  drops  of  the  coming  shower  have 
already  fallen  upon  us. 

The  Congregational  church  has  been 
organized  two  years.  They  had  not  be- 
fore had  a  regular  pastor,  and  for  nearly 
a  year  liad  not  had  steady  preaching ;  yet 
they  had  faith  fully  kept  up  morning  ser- 
vice, Sabbath-school,  prayer-meeting, 
ladies*  missionary  society,  and  children*s 
mission  band.  This  shows  that  there  is 
good  material  in  the  church.  Forty-four 
persons  had  united  with  the  church. 
Nine  united  in  November  by  letter,  and 
as  many  more  will  come  in  next  month. 
The  outlook  is  more  encouraging  than  it 
has  ever  been  for  this  chui*ch. 
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DAKOTA. 

See.  J.  Oahey,  Elk  Paint. 

BTBAITEKEIl,  BUT    BNCOCKAOBD. 

'nif- Gnanciftl  distress  seems 
■with  ns.  Many,  howeyer  willing,  are  j 
unable  to  fulfill  the  pledges  marlc  for  tbc 
missionary's  support.  And  yet  I  am  glad  | 
to  report  that,  cliicfly  by  the  efforts  j 
of  the  ladies  of  the  church,  wc  have  i 
Utely  been  able  to  purchase  two  lots  for 
building  purposes.  How  soon  wc  can  j 
pnt  acbnrch  open  them  it  is  hard  to  say.  ' 
There  is  encouragement  in  a  slightly 
increased  attendance  on  our  prayer-meet- 
ings. Always  small  in  numbers,  the  gain 
of  a  few  is  cheering.  There  has  also 
been  a  slight  increase  in  the  Sabbath- 
school.  The  lack  of  a  library  weakens 
our  hold  on  the  new  scholars  who  comt 
in  from  time  to  time. 

Tlie  influence  of  the  revlTal  meetings 
in  Chicago  has  extended  in  some  meaann.' 
even  to  us.  A  gentleman  of  rnther  skep- 
tical turn  told  mp  that  he  had  been  read- 
ing the  reports  of  Mr.  Moody's  sermons, 
and  had  lieen  much  affected  by  them. 
Seeing  Mr.  Moody's  statement  that  one 
could  not  read  the  New  Testament 
tl)Tough  carefully  without  becoming  n 
Christian,  heremarked  that  he  was  goiii;- 
to  tr7  it,  for  he  wanted  to  believe  those 
teachings. 

THB   OU)  STORY. 

We  find  here,  what  is  so  common  in 
new  communities,  a  great  difficulty  in 
inducing  professed  Christians  hnvin|_' 
church -membership  at  the  East  to  confei.^ 
Christ  once  more  before  men,  and  to  take 
on  them  the  full  rcsponsibiiitics  of  disci- 
pleship.  So  far  as  I  know,  the  characU'is 
of  these  persons  appear  nneiceptiunabb  , 
bat  their  lack  of  interest  in  the  cbnrth 
sarprises  non -professors,  when  informed 
that  these  were  church-members  at  the 
East. 


Rm.  B.  Kirk,  Springfield. 

iOTtm.  IH  Hlfl  WORK. 

For  your  takes,  as  well  aa  for  my 
and  mj  fellow-workeis 
I  wiA  there  wm  no  ^ 


pci-liaps  it  is  a  discipline  we  weaklingi 
iicid  to  pass  through,  that  we  may  bo 
ilrong.  If  so,  then  welcome  cnld,  hun- 
j/rT,  and  disappointment  1  Like  Paul, 
vvr  will  ■'  count  all  things  but  loss  for  the 
ixcellency  of  tlie  knowledge  of  Christ" 
I  become  more  and  more  impressed 
ivith  the  TBstness  and  importance  of  the 
tiild.  Only  a  few  more  years,  and  these 
cjr-ean-like  prairies  will  be  teeming  with 
thousands  of  precious  souls.  IIow  im- 
jiiirtnnt  that  in  the  meantime  the  founda- 
tiiins  be  laid  deep  and  strong,  so  that  on 
Ihcm  walls  of  magnificent  proportion! 
may  rise  to  the  glory  and  honor  of  Christ  I 
I  l>eg  an  interest  in  the  prayers  of  all  who 
ove  to  pray  for  this  important  work. 

There  is  talk  of  erecting  a  church 
luilding  hero  in  the  coming  summer.  I 
rust  it  may  not  end  in  talk,  for  there 
lever  was  a  place  more  in  need  of  a  house 
if  worsliip.  We  have  had  to  move  tmiet 
luring  the  past  month ;  once  on  account 
uF  an  increase  of  rent,  and  again  on  ac 
aunt  of  cold. 

NEBRASKA. 

Bev.    B.    G.    rage,  Frieiul. 

OUR    FATHBll'S  CARE. 

Your  draft,  received  ten  days  ago,  was 
very  welcome.  Could  you  have  foretold 
that  it  would  be  so  long  delayed,  1  should 
1  all  kinds  of  difficulties  there- 
from ;  but  a  kind  Providence  has  pro- 
vided forall  our  pressing  wants;  and  m 
1  know  you  regret  this  delay  more  than 
do,  I  want  to  give  you  a  few  in- 
stances of  very  unexpected  favors. 

One  Thursday  evening's  mail,  last 
montb,  brought  an  imperative  demand 
tor  over  twenty  doUaia.  I  had  liutaix. 
When  my  people  are  doing  all  that  ia 
reasonable  to  espect,  I  avoid  telUugthem 
my  wants.  A  minister  that  is  always 
murmuring  over  his  destitute  condition, 
should  be  a  terror  to  any  people.  Without- 
making  known  the  facts,  I  started  next' 
morning  for  my  former  people,  where 
mooej  had  been  long  due  and  frequently  ■ 
promised.  I  was  unsuccessful  that  day, 
OW  debt    Yet  land  started  the    next  morning  befor»- 
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either  the  sun  or  my  kind  hosts  were  up, 
with  the  thermometer  only  three  degrees 
above  zero.  But  I  received  nothing 
except  more  promises.  I  turned  toward 
home,  hoping  that  your  draft  had  arrived 
the  night  l)eforc.  To  my  hasty  in- 
quiry, wife  answered :  **  No  :    there   is 

only  one  letter,  and  that  is  from . 

On  opening  it  I  found  a  draft  for  thir- 
ty dollars,  to  be  endorsed  on  a  note  more 
than  five  years  old,  and  which  business 
men  would  have  said,  long  ago,  *'was 
not  worth  the  paper  it  was  written 
on." 

The  old  harness,  which  commenced  its 
active  duties  down  in  Maine,  ten  years 
ago,  had  become  very  much  worn  in  mis- 
sionary service.  Its  breaking  had  several 
times  frightened  my  horse,  endangering 
the  missionary's  safety.  Your  drafts  are 
usually  eaten  up  before  they  arrive,  and 
one  cannot  purchase  a  harness  and  leave 
his  grocery  bill  unpaid.  This  condition 
of  things  came  to  the  ears  of  the  Black 
Rock  Sunday-school  in  Bridgeport, 
Conn. ;  God  touched  their  hearts,  and 
never  came  a  more  welcome  or  unexpect- 
ed gift  than  was  that  new  harness.  May 
God's  blessing  rest  upon  that  Sunday- 
school  ! 

I  promptly  receive  money  from  the 
church  at  Exeter,  semi-monthly.  This 
is  not  a  tpeeial  providence,  but  a  »taUd 
providential  arrangement  They  have 
adopted  the  system  of  weekly  gatherings 
of  previous  pledges  for  the  year,  and 
say  that  they  never  paid  so  easily  before. 
The  church  at  Friend  have  been  equal- 
ly thoughtful  of  our  wants  in  these  hard 
times :  money  has  often  been  left  here 
just  when  it  was  most  needed,  notwith- 
standing the  **  grasshopper  raids."  They 
do  not  say  to  me  as  a  church  once 
said  to  its  minister:  ''You  must  de- 
pend upon  Providence,  and  not  exact 
pledges  from  us."  To  whom  the  brother 
replied,  "  I  don't  know  as  Providence 
otTM  me  anyihingy 

We  have  also  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  a  barrel  of  very  valuable  cloth- 
ing and  books,  besides  the  annual  pay- 
ment of  our  bill  at  the  office  of  The  Can- 


gregaUonaliit,  for  all  which  we  are  pro- 
foundly g^teful. 


KANSAS. 

Ret).  X.  E,  Sikes,  Vienna. 

BEREAVED. 

I  have  to  close  this  report  with  the  sad 
intelligence  of  the  death  of  our  only 
daughter,  aged  twenty  years.  We  have 
watched  over  her  with  a  good  deal  of 
solicitude,  interest  and  hope.  She  was 
married  in  October  last,  only  eight 
weeks  before  her  burial.  Her  disease 
was  diphtheria.  For  parts  of  the  last 
four  years  she  had  been  attending  school 
in  Manhattan,  where  her  progress  in 
study  was  good,  equal  to  the  best  in  the 
college.  She  excelled  in  vocal  and  in- 
strumental music,  and  was  a  general 
favorite.  Her  prospect  in  life  was  good. 
Her  husband,  the  only  son  of  Prof.  Gale, 
is  a  Christian  and  an  honorable  man. 
The  blow  is  a  heavy  one  to  both  families. 
Last  year,  about  this  time,  she  had  a  new 
inspiration  in  religious  things.  There 
was  a  revival  in  the  college  prayer-meet- 
ing, that  reached  her  husband  also,  and 
they  walked  together  in  the  Christian 
hope.  A  dark  day  to  us  was  the  day  of 
her  burial.  My  wife  lay  sick  of  the  same 
disease,  at  the  house  of  Prof.  Gale,  where 
our  daughter's  husband  was  sick  also. 
We  were  full  of  fears,  but  Christ  came  to 
our  aid  and  strengthened  us.  So  we  are 
mourning,  not  without  hope,  and  are 
taking  up  again  the  work  of  life,  look- 
ing unto  Jesus  the  author  and  finisher 
of  our  faith. 


Bev,  W.  M,  Wellman,  Smith  Center. 

JOT  OVER  SAVED  80UL8. 

When  I  first  attempted  to  preach  "  the 
unsearchable  riches,"  after  having  com- 
municated my  intentions  to  a  dearly  be- 
loved, though  rather  skeptical  father 
(who  has  since  been  converted),  I  reason- 
ed that  I  was  now  in  the  desired  place, 
when  I  could  better  assist  my  '*  neigh- 
bor," and  thought  I  was  happj.  When  I 
had  evidence  that  a  soul  had  been  actual- 
ly converted  under  my  miniatrationa,  I 
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thonglit  mj  cup  was  falL  But  how 
coald  I  have  been  satisfied  so  easily  ? 
Thank  God,  I  have  since  seen  many  scores 
find  peace  in  Jesus,  and  I  find  that  my 
cup,  instead  of  being  full,  has  hardly 
begun  to  fill.  O  Lord,  for  more !  There 
are  very  many  priyations  on  these  West- 
em  fields,  but  this  preaching  Christ  is  a 
blessed  work,  notwithstanding  those, 
and  because  of  them. 

This  winter  our  living  has  been  un- 
usually hard.  Part  of  the  time  we  have 
had  nothing  in  the  house  to  eat,  but 
bread,  milk  and  beans.  But  wc  thanked 
God  for  that,and  ate  it  with  a  relish. 
Our  people  are  very  kind,  but  poor  as  we 
are.  I  have  often  thought  of  the  Mora- 
Tian  missionary  who  sold  himself  as  a 
slave,  to  a  cruel  overseer,  and  willingly 
endured  the  same  hardships  and  toil,  ate 
the  same  crust,  slept  on  the  same  straw, 
that  he  might  lead  them  to  Jesus. 


MINNESOTA. 
Bev.  F.  L.  FuUer,  Hamilton, 

m 

CHRISTIAN  UNION. 

As  I  am  the  only  minister  of  the  gos- 
pel residing  on  this  field,  and  other  de- 
nominations seem  unable  to  do  much, 
some  of  their  people  come  to  our  church 
and  give  toward  my  support.  While  I 
would  by  all  means  endeavor  to  avoid 
the  work  of  proselyting,  yet  when  those 
of  other  churches  become  virtually  reg- 
ular members  of  my  congregation,  I  feel 
that  I  should  be  to  them  a  pastor  as  well 
as  a  preacher,  and  I  am  received  with 
kindness  by  all.  There  is  material  to 
build  up  one  good,  strong,  self-support- 
ing church.  But  to  divide  up  under 
half  a  dozen  names,  would  issue  only  in 
uncomfortable  jealousies  and  feebleness 
for  all.  It  seems  to  me  that  our  Lord 
Jesus  cannot  be  honored  or  his  work 
properly  cared  for,  while  presenting  to 
the  world's  view  such  a  spectacle  of 
division.  The  longer  I  live  the  stronger 
is  my  conviction  that  a  Congregational 
church,  in  its  divine  simplicity,  develops 
the  best  type  of  Christian  responsibility, 
and  has  little  about  it  that  should  be  ob- 


jectionable to  any  hearty  Christian,  what- 
ever may  have  been  his  denominational 
education.  And  if  in  the  quiet  progress 
of  things  here,  we  shall  at  length  witness 
a  consolidation  of  the  Christian  elements 
in  one  self-supporting,  aggressive,  ener- 
getic church,  Christ  will  be  honored. 
We  think  there  is  now  an  unusual  ten- 
derness and  interest  on  the  part  of  Chris- 
tians here,  and  we  are  looking  forward 
with  hope.  We  ask  your  prayers,  that 
God  will  visit  ua  with  a  deep  and  ex- 
tensive work  of  his  grace. 


Hev.  L.  H,  Moses,  Walnut  Station. 

REVIVED. 

I  am  glad  to  tell  you  of  a  precious 
work  of  grace  in  Lamberton.  We  had 
been  holding  special  meetings  there  for 
a  week,  and  some  thirty-five  persons 
have  decided  to  seek  the  Lord.  Many 
have  found  peace  in  believing,  and  I  am 
hoping  that  every  person  in  the  place 
will  be  savingly  reached.  It  is  in  direct 
answer  to  prayer,  and  I  praise  God  for 
his  wonderful  work.  Pray  that  witb 
renewed  faithfulness  I  may  address  my- 
self to  the  care  of  souls. 


IOWA. 


Bet).  J,   W.  Horner,  Bloomfield, 

GOOD    NEWS. 

We  are  having  a  precious-  revival  here 
and  nine  persons  have  been  hopefully 
converted.  A  deep  interest  in  the  meet- 
ings is  felt  throughgut  the  whole  com- 
munity. About  twenty-five  have  risen 
for  the  prayers  of  the  church.  The  in- 
terest is  increasing  and  we  are  expecting 
many  more  conversions.  Several  have 
told  me  that  they  were  waiting  the  op- 
portunity to  join  the  church.  At  Belknap, 
we  received  three  by  profession,  last 
Sunday. 


WISCONSIN. 
Rev,   J.    TT.   Donaldson,   Hancock, 

AWAKENING. 

The  first  quarter  of  my  eighteenth  year 
of  home  missionary  work  is  ended.     If 
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toil,  suffering,  and  self-denial  were  sure 
tests  of  disci pleship,  I  might  feel  well 
assured.  But  when  I  know  that  oily 
a  humble  spirit  and  child-like  trust  can 
bring  a  sure  response  to  the  question, 
'*  Lovest  thou  me  ? "  I  look  within,  and 
say,  "Lord,  thou  knowest/'  Commit- 
ting ourselves,  and  our  interests  anew  to 
him,  we  will  go  forward,  as  well  in  dark 
days  as  when  the  sun  shines.  **  The  Lord 
k  my  light  and  my  salvation ;  of  whom 
■hall  I  be  afraid  ? " 

Soon  after  the  General  Convention  at 
Oshkosh,  I  exchanged  with  brother  East- 
man, of  Royal  ton.  He  came  (fifty  miles), 
stayed  over  three  Sal)baths,  and  preached 
faithfully.  It  was  hard  for  me  to  ride 
300  miles  to  fill  his  appointments. 

'The  Lord  blessed  his  Word  to  the 
quickening  of  this  people,  so  far  as  they 
were  permitted  to  attend  the  meetings. 
For  you  bear  in  mind  that  the  memi)ers 
of  this  church  reside  in  five  towns.  The 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  moving  upon  the 
minds  of  nearly  this  whole  population, 
■o  that  I  can  converse  with  almost  any 
one,  and  gain  attention  to  religion.  The 
tone  of  voice  and  manner  of  even  the 
most  unbelieving  is  greatly  softened. 
Brother  E.  had  to  return  home,  and  I 
know  not  what  will  be  the  result ;  but 
I  shall  try  to  be  faithful  to  these  souls. 


MICHIGAN. 
Itev.  H,  M,  Holiday,  MiUbrooh, 


"  I8M8." 


As  is  usually  the  case  in  the  new  pio- 
neer settlements,  all  sorts  of  Urns  creep  in, 
in  advance  of  the  missionary.  In  and 
around  Millbrook  we  have  Mormons, 
two  classes  of  Adventists,  Campbell! tes,  a 
sect  calling  themselves  "  The  Church  of 
God,"  Lutherans,  Methodists,  Wesleyan 
Methodists,  Baptists,  Presbyterians,  and 
Congregationalists.  These  are  so  near  a 
dozen  that  I  presume,  with  a  little  search, 
I  could  make  up  the  deficiency.  It  is 
like  the  pass  at  Thermopylse,  one  mis- 
sionary has  to  face  an  arm^r.  There  are 
some,  however,  whom  we  do  not  have  to 
resist  very  much.     They  are  good  breth- 


ren. They  have  found  the  truth  and  love 
it.  Yet  it  is  my  experience  here  that  the 
missionary  feels  the  need  of  a  more  thor- 
ough preparation,  to  meet  the  wants  of 
these  unsettled  masses,  than  is  ordinarily 
demanded  of  New  England  pastors.  I 
often  feel  rebuked  that  I  do  not  know 
more.  I  find  the  necessity  of  more  study, 
harder  work,  with  increased  facilities  for 
a  better  preparation. 

CAOED  LITERATITRE. 

Since  I  have  been  in  Michigan^  I  have 
often  felt  that  it  would  be  a  most  valu- 
able help  to  the  missionary,  as  well  as 
service  to  the  Master,  if  some  of  the  de- 
serted and  caged  literature  lying  com- 
paratively idle  in  New  England,  in  the 
shape  of  valuable  commentaries  and  cy- 
clopedias, and  other  helps  to  the  teacher 
and  minister,  now  hopelessly  beyond  his 
reach,  could  be  boxed  up  and  dispatched 
to  his  aid.  When  I  look  upon  this  boil- 
ing, surging  mass  of  chaotic  ideas,  the 
wreck  of  error  and  of  darkness,  and  see 
how  the  missionary  is  cut  off  from  fresh 
supplies  deemed  essential  in  the  East,  I 
look  forward  to  the  not  distant  future 
with  an  uncomfortable  dread  to  the  con- 
sequences of  working  at  so  great  disad- 
vantage. 


OHIO. 


Ret,  J,  O.  Fraser,  East  Toledo, 

ENTERED  INTO   REST. 

Of  the  thirty-nine  sermons  preached 
this  quarter,  one  was  a  memorial  of  a 
beloved  friend  whom  God  took  very 
unexpectedly  to  himself.  Ho  was  a 
young  man,  of  thirty  years,  with  a 
strangely  checkered  life ;  a  soldier  of  his 
country  before  he  was  sixteen;  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  sent  to  fight  Indians 
on  the  plains;  afterward,  for  the  sheer 
love  of  it,  traveling  until  he  had  seen 
every  State  but  three  east  of  the  Rocky 
mountains.  He  then  went  to  school  at 
Olivet,  where  a  naturally  skeptical  mind 
did  not  yield  to  the  influences  which 
lead  most  men  to  Christ,  and  being  cen- 
soriously dealt  with,  he  was  driven  into 


1877. 


THB  HOME  MI68I0NABT. 


267 


tn  open  antagonism  which  made  hira  the 
center  of  a  circle  of  iniidelB.  Coming 
here  two  years  ago,  to  teach  school,  he 
was  BO  moved  by  the  quiet  power  of  the 
Dime  Spirit,  that  he  began  a  very  earn- 
est and  devoted  Christian  life,  entering 
the  aervice  of  God  with  little  feeling,  but 
under  a  deep  sense  of  duty.  Afterward 
he  was  filled  with  the  joy  of  the  Lord  to 
oyerflowing,  and  testified  to  a  conscious 
knowledge  of  the  love  and  helpfulness 


of  God.  He  was  visibly  wearing  down 
through  the  fall,  in  the  vain  attempt  to 
teach  school,  but  none  knew  his  danger 
until  a  medical  examination,  two  days 
before  death,  pronounced  a  disease,  never 
before  suspected,  to  be  in  its  last  stages. 
Then  he  peacefully  sank  to  rest.  Such 
is  the  precious  legacy  left  to  us  the  last 
month  of  this  quarter.  It  repays  us  for 
more  than  our  yearns  toil,  and  seems  to 
hallow  our  church  and  its  work. 


Pi^i(eU»tte0tt^. 


THE   TREASURY. 

OuK  hearts  overflow  with  thanks  to 
God,  and  to  the  people  of  God,  that  we 
are  enabled  to   report  a  very  material 
redaction  of  the  amount  due    to    the 
fiiithfid  brethren  at  the  front.     The  re- 
ceipts in  January  ($25,100)  were  such  as 
could  scarcely  have  been  looked  for  in 
times  like  these.     They  serve  to  show 
how  deep  a  hold  this  great  Home  Mis- 
sionary work  has  on  our  Christian  men 
and  women :  how  warm  and  true  their 
hearts  beat  toward  it  and  the  Society 
which   is  identified   with   it.     We  look 
forward  with  delightful  hope  that  we 
shall  be  able — as  certainly  we  shall  be, 
if  the  present  rate  of  receipts  be  sus-  \ 
tained — to   report,   hefore  the  winter  is 
oter  and  gone,  every  claim   met,   every 
missionary  paid,  and  the  Society  stand- 
ing, where  it  always  desires  and  means 
to  stand,  square  with  the  world.    But, 
even  amidst  this  quickened  joy  and  hope, 
we  beg  our  friends  to  remember  that  each 
mail  brings  fresh  reports  of  labor  per- 
formed, and,  unless  receipts  are  so  sus- 
tained, we  shall  soon  fall  back  again  to 
the  former  painful  figures.     The  number 
of  the  disciples  out  of  the  three  hundred 
and  fifty  last  month,  '*  being  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  "  yet  unpaid,   and 
waiting  with  patient  but  often  suffering 
hearts,  is  still  too  large  to  let  us  sleep. 
The  next  issue  closes  this  forty-ninth 


volume  of  The  Home  Mistumai-y.  Help 
us  to  close  it  announcing  that  the  Society 
owes  no  man  anything — more  than  that, 
and  more  inspiring!  that  it  need  no 
longer  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  every  one  of 
the  more  than  one  hundred  new  and  im- 
portant points  in  regions  beyond,  asking 
for  men  and  help. 


THE    SUNDAY-SCHOOL  WORK. 

The  friends  of  this  department  will  be 
glad  to  know  that  one  result  of  the  late 
Conference  at  New  York  between  the 
Secretaries  of  this  Society  and  of  its 
chief  Auxiliaries,  was  a  most  encouras:- 
ing  unanimity  of  sentiment  upon  the 
different  points  involved,  and  a  cordial 
pledge  of  thorough  co-operation  in  the 
work  to  be  done,  on  the  part  of  all  who 
were  present.  We  trust,  therefore,  to 
press  forward  and  realize  the  hopes  of 
every  considerate  friend  of  this  Society 
and  the  Sunday-school  work. 

The  suggestions  and  recommendations 
of  the  Conference,  so  happily  and  unani- 
mously adopted,  will  be  laid  before  the 
Executive  Committee  at  its  meeting, 
Feb.  12th  (it  is  now  the  7th),  and, 
immediately  upon  its  action,  we  shall 
doubtless  be  able  to  publish  a  fuller 
statement  of  details  in  method  and  meas- 
ures necessarjL  to  carry  the  work  on  with 
greater  breadth  and  vigor. 

Meanwhile,  however,  we  beseech  our 
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friends  to  remember  that  this  craft  is 
already  launched,  the  work  already  be- 
gan, and  that  we  arc  prosecuting  it  with 
whatever  help  we  have  thus  far  been 
able  to  receive.  The  stream  is  monthly 
deepening.  It  is  hardly  ankle  deep  yet 
— ^how  long  before  it  shall  be  such  that 
a  man  may  swim  in  it  ?  All  necessary 
preliminary  steps  have  been  taken.  The 
Society  is  more  than  ready  to  administer 
all  that  is  likely  to  l>e  consecrated  to  this 
part  of  its  great  and  blessed  work.  Who 
will  respond?  What  Sunday-school, 
what  friends  of  the  children.  East  or  West, 
will  be  among  the  first  to  place  their 
names  on  the  great  roll  that  is  now  com- 
mencing to  be  made  ? 

As  noted  in  our  last  issue,  whatever  is 
intended  for  this  Sunday-school  work, 
on  the  broad,  national  missionary  field, 
should  be  so  designate,  and  sent  direct 
to  Wm.  H.  Smith,  Treasurer,  Bible  House, 
New  York.  A  beginning  has  already 
been  made,  as  will  be  seen  under  the 
appropriate  head  in  *'  Acknowledgment 
of  Receipts." 

MORE   MISSIONARY   FRUIT. 

B7  BEV.    STEWART  8HEJ<DON. 

For  want  of  a  better  place,  the  mis- 
sionary commenced  his  meetings  in  a 
private  dwelling.  Going  from  that  into 
an  apology  for  a  school-house,  and  thence 
into  several  miserable  shells  hardly  worth 
the  nails  that  kept  them  together,  he  took 
refuge  at  length  in  a  large  dry-goods 
store,  reversing  the  process  of  olden 
times,  and  turning  a  house  of  merchan- 
dise into  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

Room  was  made  between  the  counters, 
and  with  seats  arranged  for  the  services  on 
the  Lord^s  day,  the  organ  brought  from 
an  adjoining  house  by  the  choir,  hymn- 
books  by  the  chorister.  Sabbath-school 
library  by  the  superintendent,  and  beaten 
oil  by  the  preacher,  nearly  a  year  passed 
before  a  better  place  was  obtained. 
Though  not  what  was  needed,  it  was  so 
much  better  than  anything  before  en- 
joyed, that  the  feeling  was,  **It  is  pretty 
good  I     Why  did  we  not  think  of  it 


sooner  ?  *'  Here  the  little  church  contin- 
ued till  they  built  a  house  of  worship. 
When  they  had  got  so  far  in  their  work 
as  to  see  the  frame  up,  imagine  their  feel- 
ings as  the  next  morning  they  saw  it  lev- 
eled to  the  ground,  a  heap  of  splintered 
timbers!  A  fearful  wind  during  the 
night  had  blown  it  down.  The  question 
had  already  been  asked,  '*  Will  it  be  large 
enough  ? "  Now  as  it  lay  in  the  dust, 
the  brethren  said,  **  Had  we  not  better 
make  larger  plans  ?  "  It  was  proposed 
to  add  ten  feet  to  the  length. 

Who  ever  heard  of  enlarging  a  church 
as 'soon  as  this?  And  what  a  fortunate 
circumstance  that  old  ^olus  let  loose  his 
forces  that  night,  else  the  church  would 
not  for  a  long  time  have  received  this 
needed  addition.  As  it  was,  a  better  and 
more  commodious  house  was  built,  which 
is  now  only  sufficient  to  accommodate 
the  stated  worshipers.  An  installed 
pastor,  a  popular  preacher,  a  Sabbath- 
school  of  over  100  members,  and  all  the 
machinery  of  church  organization  in 
good  running  order,  now  cheer  the  little 
band  who  began  under  so  many  adverse 
influences  I  What  large  results  from 
small  beginnings!  What  a  productive 
seed  from  the  great  home  missionary 
tree,  whose  fruit  is  enriching  our  whole 
broad  land ! 

Dakota. 


HOME   MISSIONARY   HYMN. 

BT  REV.    ALEXANDER  J.    SESSIONS. 

O  Sprarr  !  breathe  on  men  of  God, 
O'er  all  our  land,  in  mission  field ; 
The  prophets  rouse,  hold  shepherd's  rod. 
Both  take  thy  sword,  and  be  his  shield. 
In  straits  of  mind,  in  trials  dire, 
When  fails  his  loaf  of  daily  bread, 
Baptize  thou  him  with  thine  own  fire, 
To  Jesos  bind  his  heart  and  head. 

As  goes  he  forth  on  mount  or  plain, 
May  breast  the  sleet,  or  sudden  stream, 
As  bends  he  there  o'er  conch  of  pain. 
Or  sees  here  fade  fond  life's  last  beam, 
Or  speaks  to  throng  with  burdens  bent. 
Of  rest  to  come,  beyond  compare. 
Of  house  on  high,  in  change  for  tent — 
Be  thou,  O  Christ,  beside  him  there  ! 
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That  flodk,  ezpofled  in  fields  apart, 
On  jagged  diff,  in  zift  below, 
To  wolf,  and  thief,  and  robber's  dart, 
To  Bonthezn  son,  and  northern  snow ; 
In  darksome  glen,  savannas  large. 
Far,  far  astray  at  latest  honr, 
The  lambs  nigh  lost  to  shepherd's  chaige — 
Oh,  fend  the  fold,  thon  Gk>d  of  power  f 
For  hardened  men,  so  soon  to  die. 
In  heart  and  sonl  alread  j  dead — 
Descend,     O    Dove,    from    out    the 

"ky» 
And    crown    in   sight   the    Savior's 

head! 

In  wild,  in  shop,  at  desk,  in  mine. 
Fair  home  disowned  for  festive  hall, 
*  Here  lured  by  gold,  there  crazed  by 
wine. 
Oh  save,  now  save,  if  canst  not  all ! 


We  haste,  O  Lord,  with  work  and  prayer. 
Give  thee  our  laod,  for  good  of  earth  ; 
On  child  so  bom,  so  strong,  so  fair, 
Full  grrace  bestow,  and  second  birth. 
Speed,  speed  the  Word  on  swiftest  wing. 
New  manna  send  for  richest  feast. 
And  all  our  tribes  to  that  now  bring, 
In  Western  world,  as  once  in  East. 

The  nation  groans !  be  cry  upsent : — 
'*  To  thee,  O  Lamb  !  domain  be  won  ! " 
The  stars  o'erhe^d  are  brightly  bent, 
Oh  bring  the  day,  nor  set  that  sun ! 
All  things  make  new,  foreshown  so  long. 
Give  oil  of  joy  for  sighs  and  tears  ; 
All  praise,  all  thanks,  and  shout  of 

song. 
The  song  that  rings  through  all  the 
years  f 
Bkybbly,  Mass. 
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American  Congregational  Union. 

Rbv.  liAY  Palmer,  D.D.,  Sec,  69  Bible 
House,  New  York. 

Rev.  Chbistopher  Gushing,  D.D.,  Sec., 
20  Congregational  House,  Boston. 

N.   A.   Calkins,   Esq.,  Treas.,  69  Bible 
House,  New  York. 

CouRAOB  AND  PERSISTENCE. — ^Thc  read- 
ers of  this  page  are  well  aware  of  the 
difficulties  with  which  the  work  of  the 
Union,  in  common  with  other  depart- 
ments of  Christian  work,  has  been  for 
the  last  three  or  four  years,  and  is  still 
contending.  A  single  year  of  financial 
straitness,  in  a  case  where  the  work  to  be 
done  is  greater  than  the  resources  readily 
at  command  for  doing  it,  is  sufficiently 
embarrassing.  Three  or  four  such  years 
in  succession  must  of  course  put  courage, 
patience,  and  even  faith,  severely  to  the 
test  The  period,  unparalleled  perhaps, 
during  which  the  commercial  interests 
of  the  country  have  suffered,  has  neces- 
sarily brought  much  of  perplexity  and 
anxious  care  to  the  trustees  of  the  Union, 


and  not  a  little  of  discouragement  at 
times  to  those  churches  that  have  asked 
and  have  been  waiting  for  assistance. 
Probably  some  of  these  churches  have 
even  felt  that  "  hope  deferred  that  mak- 
eth  the  heart  sick,"  till  they  have  been 
ready  to  ask  despondingly — **  Shall  the 
work  cease  ? " 

We  do  not  hesitate  to  say — No,  the 
work  is  not  going  to  cease.  The  demand 
for  the  erection  of  new  houses  of  worshi]) 
at  important  points  was  never  greater 
than  it  is  to-day.  The  relation  of  the 
church-building  work  to  the  entire  Home 
Missionary  enterprise  was  never  more 
clearly  seen  by  our  ministers  and 
churches.  That  the  aid  granted  in 
church-erection  has  been  money  well- 
bestowed,  and  has  contributed  largely 
to  that  progressive  movement  by  which 
the  number  of  Congregational  churches 
has  been  more  than  doubled  within  the 
last  twenty- five  years,  was  never  more 
widely  understood  and  felt  That  the 
building  of  sanctuaries  must  go  on  pari 
passu  with  the  sending  of  Home  Mis- 
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sionaries  and  as  the  necessary  condition 
of  their  success  in  planting  churches, 
was  never  more  profoundly  believed  by 
all  the  intelligent  part  of  our  commun- 
ion. The  call  of  duty  in  the  matter 
then  is  plain,  and  cannot  be  unheeded, 
we  are  sure. 

Courage  and  persistence^  then,  must 
be  our  watchwords.  Tliere  are  several 
grounds  of  encouragement  which  ought 
not  to  be  overlooked — such  as  the  follow- 
ing, for  instance : 

1.  The  low  condition  of  the  treasury 
is  not  owing  to  a  falling  off  in  the  num- 
ber of  churches  eontrihuting.  The  num- 
ber of  these  during  the  last  three  trying 
years  has  been  an  advance  on  the  three 
years  preceding.  But  the  contributions 
from  each  church  have  tiecessarily  been 
smaller.  Not  the  interest,  but  the  ability 
has  diminished. 

2.  There  seems  good  reason  to  hope 
that  an  era  of  prosperity  has  dawned ; 
and  that  better  times,  and  larger  incomes, 
and,  more  encouraging  still,  warmer 
Christian  hearts  as  the  fruit  of  wide 
revivals,  are  to  combine  to  give  new 
impulse  to  all  our  benevolent  work. 

3.  The  operations  of  the  Union  have 
steadily  gone  on,  notwithstanding  the 
difficulties.  It  is  doing  a  good  work ; 
and  especially  since  the  beginning  of 
this  year  contributions  have  increased  in 
number  and  amount. 

Is  not  the  voice  of  God  earnestly  com- 
manding— **  Speak  unto  the  cliildren  of 
Israel ,  that  they  go  forward  !  " 


Amerioan  OoUege  and   Education  So- 
ciety, 

Rbv.  InorbasbN.  Tarbox,  D.D.,  Sec. 

Jahbs  M.  Gordon,  Esq.,  Treas. 

Office,  No.  82  Cong.  House,  Boston. 

Money  may  be  sent  either  to  the  Treas- 
urer, in  Boston ;  or  to  Rev.  Charles 
P.  Busn,  D.D.,  39  Bible  House,  New 
York. 

Churches  that  produce  Ministers. 
— To  one  who  has  never  given  specific 
attention  to  the  subject,  it  would  be  a 


matter  of  surprise,  to  learn  how  very 
greatly  churches  differ  in  the  matter  of 
setting  forward  young  men  to  the  Chris- 
tian ministry.  From  the  beginning  of  our 
New  England  history  down  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  this  law  of  difference  may  be 
plainly  observed  and  traced.  We  eay 
New  England  ;  for  this  is  the  old  home 
of  the  Congregational  churches,  and 
through  all  the  periods  of  our  history, 
this  portion  of  our  country  has  bteu 
especially  active  in  the  department  of 
ministerial  education,  furnishing  men 
for  its  own  use,  and  largely  also  for  the 
great  world  outside.  And  yet,  here  in 
New  England,  there  are  many  churches 
that  have  never  raised  up  half  so  many 
ministers  as  they  have  themselves  used. 
Yea,  there  is  many  an  old  church  here, 
reaching  back  two  hundred  years,  and 
more,  that  has  had  a  goodly  number  of 
ministers  for  its  own  supply  and  edifi- 
cation, but  of  which,  when  tracing  minis- 
ters to  their  origin,  you  cannot  say,  **  This 
and  that  man  was  bom  in  her." 

In  respect  to  this  matter,  some  general 
facts  may  be  noticed.  The  towns  along 
the  sea-shore,  whose  business  connections 
are  largely  with  the  sea,  are  far  more 
unproductive  in  this  respect,  than  the 
towns  of  the  interior.  Again,  the  com- 
mercial centers  produce  a  far  smaller 
number  of  ministers,  in  proportion  to 
their  population,  than  the  farming 
towns ;  and  the  ministers  that  start  out 
of  these  commercial  centers  are,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  young  men  who  have 
first  come  in  from  the  farming  towns. 
Hill-towns,  rough  and  rocky,  are  more 
apt  to  send  out  ministers,  than  towns 
planted  on  the  rich  alluvium  along  our 
larger  rivers.  But  passing  by  all  these 
distinctions;  there  are  still  vast  dispari- 
ities,  which  can  be  accounted  for  by 
none  of  these  general  laws.  There  are 
single  country  towns  in  New  England, 
from  which  have  come  twenty,  thirty, 
forty,  fifty,  and  even  sixty  and  more  min- 
isters, which  in  outward  surroundings 
and  conditions  are  not  materially  unlike 
other  towns,  from  which  have  come 
almost  no  ministers.     In  such  cases,  this 
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l&rge  production  may  usually  be  explain- ; 
ed  by  an  impulse  in  tbe  right  direction, 
early  imparted,  sometimes  by  a  single 
indiridual,  sometimes  by  the  prevailing 
spirit  and  tone  of  the  church  as  a  whole ; 
and  when  the  process  was  once  fairly 
under  way,  influences  were  all  the  while 
pacing  over  from  one  young  man  to 
another,  to  continue  and  proloug  it. 

It  is  a  mistake  often  made,  that  the 
ministers  in  tbe  olden  days  of  New  Eng- 
land came  from  the  wealthy  families.  It 
never  has  been  true  that  the  ministers 
reared  in  New  England  came,  to  any 
large  extent,  from  families  of  wealth. 
In  early  times,  the  sons  of  ministers,  it  is 
true,  were  far  more  likely  to  become 
ministers  than  now.  Rev.  Richard 
Mather,  of  Dorchester,  gave  four  sons  to 
the  ministry.  Rev.  John  Eliot,  of  Rox- 
bury,  also  gave  four  sons  to  the  same  call- 
ing, and  any  number  of  cases  of  this 


kind  could  be  brought  up  by  way  of 
illustration.  But  aside  from  these,  it  has 
always  been  true,  in  our  New  England 
history,  that  the  majority  of  the  ministers 
have  come  from  the  middle  class,  and 
from  plain,  honest  Christian  households. 
But  it  is  a  most  fit  and  proper  question 
for  every  church  to  consider,  whether  it 
is  fulfilling  all  the  purposes  of  a  church, 
if  it  rears  no  ministers.  To  supply  its 
own  wants,  there  should  be  some  activi- 
ties of  this  kind.  But  no  church  should 
live  simply  for  itself  in  this  or  in  any 
other  respect.  A  great  world  lies  with- 
out in  the  darkness  of  sin,  and  the  voice 
of  the  Master  is  heard  continually,  "  Go 
ye  into  all  the  world."  But  beyond  all 
other  considerations,  that  state  or  con- 
dition of  a  church,  out  of  which  a 
Christian  minister  is  naturally  born,  is 
healthiest  for  its  own  spiritual  well-being 
in  all  other  respects. 


^p\i0inimttiiH  in  fnnuarg,  1877. 


Ifoi  in  commiB^on  kut  year, 

Ber.  Edward  C.  Bvftim,  Fort  Scott,  Kan. 

BeY.  R.  T.  Osborne,  Corinth  and  Pittuburg,  Kan. 

Eev.  John  M.  Cummingis  Exira,  Iowa. 

B«T.  John  A.  Ball,  Rio  and  Wyoccna,  WIb. 

Rev.  IHinicl  M.  Woolley,  Palmyra,  Wis. 

Rev.  Darius  Bettcj^  Croton,  Mich. 

Rer.  JameK  P.  Finld.  Amity,  Mo. 

Rev.  8.  S.  Grinnell,  Sandoval,  111. 

Eev.  W.  8.  McKeLar,  Spartansborg  and  Centenrille, 


Pa. 


Re-committUmed, 


Rev.  F.  H.  Walc«,  Rlvcngde,  Cal. 

Rev.  Martin  K.  Holbrook,  Longmont,  Col. 

Rev.  Simon  Barrows,  Oweola,  Plcaiiiant  Prairie  and 

ontrstation.  Neb. 
Rev.  John  Gray,  Wahoo,  Cedar  Bloffs  and  out-sta- 

tionfi.  Neb. 
Rev.  Chei^r  C.  Humphrey,  Albion,  Boone,  Orfonl, 

Waterville  and  Voorhes  Valley  Station,  Neb. 
Rev.  Leavitt  Bartlett,  Olatbe,  Kan. 
Rev.   James  K.  Eckman,    Bloomington,    Stockton, 

Ball  City  and  Lowell,  Kan. 
Rev.  William  P.  Esler,  Reading  and  Arvonia,  Kan. 
Rev.  Waiter  Radford,  Fredonia,  Kan. 
Rav.  Harry  E.  Woodcock,  Tonganoxie,  Kan. 
Rev.  Kelson  Clark,  Clearwater  and  Lyndon,  Mtnn. 


Rev.  George  A.  Hood,  FcrgUR  Falls,  Minn. 

Rev.  Alfred  Morse.  Rose  ('reek.  Minn. 

Rev.  Samuel  J.  B«ich,  Corning  and  Mercer  Center, 

Iowa. 
Rev.    Edward    C.    Downs,  Farmersburg,  Garnarillo 

and  National,  Iowa, 
Rev.  Daniel  D.  Frost.  Fairfax.  Iowa. 
Rev,  Charles  liittle,  L«'wi>*  and  Boar  Grove,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Palmor  Litt*.  Lant<ing  and  Milton,  Iowa. 
Rev.  George  Sterling,  Burr  Oak,  Iowa,  and  Lenora, 

Minn. 
Rev.  A.  E.  Tofld.  Stuart,  Iowa, 
llev.  John  R.  Upton,  Spirit  Lake,  Iowa. 
Ilcv.  tiifincy  B.  Dcmarest,    Dartford  and  Bluflton 

Wis. 
Rev.   E<lward    N.   Ruddock,   Auroraville  and  Pine 

River,  Wis. 
Rev.    Abishai  Scofleld,  Hartford  and  Sayles*  MilU* 

Wis. 
Rev.   Peter   Valentine,   Seneca,    Mt.    Sterling  and 

Gay's  Mills,  Wis. 
Ree.  Leander  Curtis,  Chase,  Weldon  Creek  and  out- 
station.  Mich. 
Rev.  Joseph  C.  I'lumb,  Joplin,  Mo. 
llev.  Austin  N.  McConougbey,  West  Point  and  Bow- 

ensburg.  111. 
Rev.  (Juy  C.  Strong,  Chebanse,  HI. 
Rev.  S.  E.  Willing,  Hampshire  and  Burlington,  111. 
Rev.  L^'sander  T.  Burbank,  Herndon,  Va. 
Rev.  David  Henderson,  Gainesville,  N.  Y. 


^Ht^U  itt  fattuarg,  187  7. 


NSW  HAMPSHIRE— $2,008.00. 


$8  00 


Caropton,  Ladies,  by  Rev.  Q.  Blakely, 
Henniker,  On  account  of  Jjegmcy  of  Horace 

Gibson,  by  Rev.  B.  H.  Oreeley,  2,440  00 

KMne,  Ftrat.  by  Mrs.  L.  M.  Boles,  10  00 

Keenc,  ▲  Friend,  100  00 


Mil  ford,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lovoll  Harris, 

Portsmouth,  J.  B., 

Thornton's  Ferry,  W.  J.  Rockwood, 

VERMONT— $894.15. 
Bradford,  by  G.  L.  Butler, 


$25  00 

25  00 

6  00 


20  00 
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Bnttteboro,  Mn.  L.,  #98 ;  T.,  fS^  $60  00 
Burlington,  Lftdies  of  CoUeg«  Btroet,  by 

Mrs.  8.  lf»nh,  freight,  8  00 

Dnramcrston.  L.  O.  Chue,  10  00 

MAnohmter,  A.  Hemenway,  10  00 
Newbnry,  Ladies*  Benev.  Soc.,  by  Miw  L. 

£.  Dame,  freight,  4  00 

Epriagfield,  102  16 

A.  Woolaon,  lUC  UO 

Thet/ortl,  Uev.  0.  F.  Motm,  6  00 

MASSACHUBBTTS— $12,644.08. 

Mana.  Hume  Miaa.  Soc,  by  0.  Demond, 
Trea*., 

Amherst,  C, 

Aubam,  Babbath-sohool,  by  Ellen  R.  Ban- 
croft, 

Dal  ton,  Mrs.  Z.  M.  Crane, 

Dudley,  Legacy  of  Abigail  Mandi,  by  T. 
Marnh,  Ex., 

Etttit  Hampton,  C.  D.  Fish,  $3 ;  Harriet  A. 
Kioe,  $6, 

Hadley,  Flmt,  by  J.  L.  Warriner, 

Haverhill,  Carulinu  H.  Smith,  freight, 

Leicester,  On  account  of  Legacy  of  it.  Mer- 
ia;u,  by  ii.  C.  Denny,  Ex., 

Lenox,  Q.  W.  Ford, 

Lenox  Furnace,  Urm.  U.  Waahbam, 

LonKmt-adow,  On  aoooont  of  Legucy  of 
Ethan  Ely,  by  E.  C.  Ely.  Ex.,  1,000  00 

Lowell,  MrH.  A'bOy  G.  Stevena,  to  const.  &. 
Stevena  a  L.  M., 

Newbnryport,  A  Friend, 

Nem'ton,  Mrs.  C.  J.  Cooley. 

Northampton.  First,  $*^80.S8;  Sabbath- 
school,  $87,  by  J.  L.  Warriner,  817  38 

Oxford,  by  E.  L.  Pease,  47  87 

Qu.ncy.  B.  C.  H.,  1,000  00 

Salem,  Sooth,  $608.11;  Sabbath- school, 
$^.•2,  by  B.  H.  NlchoI^  646  43 

South  Egremont,  by  D.  Dalzell,  0 


8.615  00 
16  00 

IS  00 
100  00 

60  00 

8  00 

90  fc5 

4  UO 

684  50 

26  UO 

8  00 


80  00 
10  UO 
10  UU 


Springtield,  ''  H.  H 
Westfield,  Mra.  If.  B'.  Richardson, 
WhiUnaviUe,  A  Friend, 
Worcerter,  •* January  Gift,' 
W.  C.  Thompson, 

RHODE  IBLAND'$54.00. 

Coventry,    O.    Spencer,   $9;  Mrs.   8.    L. 

S(iencer,  $9. 
Providence,  A.  B.  Arnoldf 

OOMNBOTICUT— $4,800.06. 


55 

60  UU 


ou 

00 


6 

b 

2  00 

lOU  00 


4  00 

60  UU 


Received  by  F.  T.  Jarman : 
Mew  Haven,  Third, 
J.  A.  D., 
L.  Osbom, 


$7  00 

lUU  UU 

10  UO 


L  Bethel,  by  G.  A.  Hickok, 
Bridgeport,  SHbbath-iichool  of  Second,  by 

E.  Sterling,  Supt., 
Bristol,  A  Friend, 
ConnecUcnt,  S.  B., 

Cromwell,  mon.  con.,  by  R.  B.  Savage, 
Danbury,  First,  $.95.07;  Babbath-school, 

$30,  by  L.  P.  TreadweU, 
Diirien,  Mrn.  T.  F.  Austin,  $10  ;  Sabbath- 
school,  $8.  by  J.  C.  Mather, 
East  Hampton,  by  Rev.  J.  L.  Ives, 
East  River,  H.  R.  Washbarn, 
Guilford,  G.  W.  Banks, 
Guilford,  Mrs.  Lucy  E.  TuUle, 
Hadlyme,  by  Rev.  M  J.  Calhui, 
Hartiord,  J.  E.  Gushman, 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Perkins,  1 

Mrs.  M.  G.  Bemis, 
Hebron,  First,  by  H.  G.  Porter, 
Kensington,  by  T.  U^won, 
Litchfield.  Legacy  of  A.  Buell,  by  W.  H. 

Brooks,  Adm., 
Mansfield,  Second,  by  E.  P.  Conant^ 
Middle  Haddam,  Second,  by  H.  Brainard, 
Middletown,  W.  M.  Dean, 
MtKord.  TiCgacy  of  Mrs.  W.  M.  Miles  (C. 

W.  Miles,  Ex.),  by  S.  B.  Piatt, 


117  00 
87  00 

75  00 

6  00 

200  OJ 

6  75 

156  07 

18  00 
103  75 
100  00 

10  00 

100  00 

6  OJ 

60  OU 

,000  00 

lUU  UO 

18  46 

86  73 

500  00 

4  80 

ftH  60 

6  00 

60  00 


800  00 

91  00 

60  00 

900 

60  00 
600 

96  66 
600 
10  00 
10  00 
61  74 
10  00 

180  00 

10  00 

LV  00 

80  00 

6  00 

600 

800 

706  S6 
W  00 

80  00 

600 

900 

18  98 

600 

New  Haren.  A  Trieod  in  GoDege  Street  Ch.,    $10  00 

Legacy  of  Mtsa  Sarah  J.  Thompaon,  by  J. 
W.  lianafleld,  Ex., 
New  Preston,  by  B.  J.  Averill, 
Northflald,  by  J.  H.  Hopkins, 
Plainville,  A  Friend, 
PUntrille.  T.  Higgina,  to  oontt.  B.  A.  Hlg- 

gins  a  L.  M., 
Riverton,  by  E.  Carrington, 
RockviUe,   Second,  by  8.  T.    Noblea,    to 

coni^.  0.  Fitton,  J.  O.  Bnmell  and  8.  T. 

Noble  Ju  Ms., 
X  Round  Hill,  Isaac  Knapp, 
Rowayton.  W  J.  Craw, 
Roxbury,  Mrs.  Fanny  Perry, 
Salisbury,  by  M.  L.  Graham, 
Sharon.  Mrs.  Ann  M.  B.  Cowlea, 
South  Norwalk,  Ladies  Mia^  Soc,  by  Miaa 

E.  G.  Piatt, 

Rev.  D.  Piatt, 
Southport,  A  Friend,  through  M.  F.  W., 
Stanwich,  W.  Brush, 
SttHiington,  *'  A  Jxivwr  of  the  Cause,** 
Thompson,  An  Aged  Friend, 
Union,  Rev.  8.  F.  Curtiss, 
West  Hartford,  On  account  of  Jjegmcj  of 

George  A.  Brace,  by  E.  Selden,  Ex., 
West  Killingly,  J.  D.  Bigelow, 
West  Winsted,  J.  T.  RockweU  and  famUy, 

to  const.  Theron  Rockwell  a  L.  M., 
Windsor,  Ladies'  H.  M.  Soc.,  by  Mm  M.  C. 

Wilson,  ft-eight, 
Winthrop,  Mn.  A.  Jones, 
Woodbury,  South.  Friends, 
Woodbury,  Mrs.  C.  P.  C, 
Woodstock,  First,  by  H.  T.  ChUda,  toconat. 

Miss  Mary  E.  Carroll  a  L.  M.,  80  00 

NSW  YORK— $456.98. 

Received  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Holbrook,  D.D.: 

Grotoo,  to  const  Dea.  J.  Van- 
tine  a  L.  M.,  $89  86 

Newark  Valley,  10  60 

North  Lawrence,  Mrs.  A.  Bamea,      6  00 

48  86 

Albany,  First,  Hattie  and  Markie,  7  00 

Arkport,  J.  P.  Case,  2  00 

Ashville,  by  Rev.  S.  F.  Porter,  3  00 

Brooklyn.   Ch.  of  the  Pilgrims,  mon.  oon. 

by  S.  F.  Pbelps,  83  49 

Canandnigua,  ada'l,  by  Rev.  F.  F.  Bayley,         5  00 
Franklil^  First,  S.  Smith,  6  UO 

LaFayette,  Mrs.    P.  Baker,  9  00 

Middletown,  B.  A>rea,  2  00 

Mt.  Morri.:,  Mrs.  Lydia  Hinman,  10  00 

New  Lebanon,  by    E.  F.  Hull,  $8.88;  8. 

GhurchUl,  $4,  19  88 

New  Yoik  City,  W.  E.,  $93 ;  L.  A.  Bradley, 

$5,  80  00 

North  Walton  $25.75:  West  Brook,  $11.18, 

by  Rev.  W.  W.  Curtis,  86  88 

Orleans,  A.  H.  Parmelee,  9  00 

Parkville,  Rev.  G.  M.  McEckron,  19  60 

Perry  Center,  by  J.  M.  Butler,  to  const. 

Wilder  BUver  a  L.  M.,  $36;  A.  Sheldon, 

$5,  41  00 

Potsdam,  Mrs.  M.  P.  Clark,  15  00 

Poughkuepsie,  First,  by  A.  WilUie,  29  00 

SmyrnH,   Sabbath-school    Miss.    Soc.,    by 

Ber.  C.  C.  Johnson,  to  const,  him  a  L.  M.,     80  00 
Troy,  Mary  F.  Cushuian,  6  years  old,  10c. ; 

and  Maigaret,  10  c,  a  Naw  Year's  gift,  90 

Turin,  WeUh,  by  Rev.  T.  M.  Griffith,  2  60 

Wadham's  Mills,  by  Rev.  D.  K.  Pangbom,        6  00 
Waltcn,  G.  W.  Fitch,       .  6  IX) 

Warsaw,  $105.4/;  Sabbath-school,  $19.96, 

by  H.  A.  Metcalf,  194  78 

Watenown,  Miss  P.  F.  Hubbard,  1  00 

Willsborough,    Miss    H.    C.    Lynde    and 

Mother,  8  00 

NEW  JERSEY— $68.50. 

Bloomfleld,  M.  E.  C,  $5 ;  Miss  F.  UiTord, 
$1,  6  00 

Boundbrook,  Ladies'  Aid  Soc.,  by  Miaa  3L 
H.  Ronndy,  freight,  8  60 


THE  HOUK   HiesiOHABT. 


CbtotR.  B.  OnoKr.  1 


PEiN9TLV4NlA-(lS.S{l. 

Hulin*  f  ir^t.  hv  ROY.  C.  E.  B.mud,  to 

•  80 

roii.L  A.  W,llkDi.«L,  M.. 

O-ry,  Firtt,  f6  :   X  ■Mtad^n^r.  fS,  bj 

ID  DO 
SIM 

TIEGimA.-IM.MI. 

Pern.  Chnroh  «na 'sBbtaith  Kh™t, 

flnndon.  bj  Iter.  L.  T.  Bubuk. 

WOO 

Port  Byrgn.  by  BeY.  A.  H«.rrr, 
Bot*  V»lUs  Jlrrt,  bj  IteT.  S.  U.  B<K, 

¥teTTIHGINIA,-»IO.I». 

Bt.  ChwiH, 

Cfwdo,  b;r  He'.  J.  iicr™i. 

10  00 

B«mm«HUl.brK«.aE.  M.r,h. 
Vlulv  by  U»v.  B.  y.  Hs^kinv 

TSKA.'^.-|^30. 

Wilmoue,  FbYt.  b,  Hev.  B.  V.  Wh«lw, 

Dillu,  nni,  bj  im.  H.  M-DmW^ 

in 

MlB8Oi7BI-HM.10. 

EBNTUCET. — flLTt. 

B«rton,  ISO:  Dublin.  SS;  Lutoar,  flSi 
Kotlb-Purk.  SILbyRi-v.  H.  C.  Moreh. 

B«H,  bT  0.  L«Ur, 

STS 

Ml»,  Kev.  a.  H.  JoDoo.  "A  Wedill^ 
(«,'■  13;  N..r  Cinbri.,  |t;   V.U.J. 

OKIO— fTBT.n: 

>,.teK-i.,»hS-.i-,--.,.   ' 

l>mic7  of  itn,  L. 


ILUKOIS— fTW.H. 
Benliad  bj  Bar.  U.  K.  WhlUIng; : 


llbloD,  Ifn.  If.  BkMTlngton,  bj  O. 


Big  Rock.  8*bbatb 


-  HIT  a 

BOO 


Fonr^tyr-lh  Slreet,  W  (g 

PlyDiouih.                            '  31  ]g 

Dini««,  bj  Rmr.  H.  D.  PlMt,  U  00 

BmUDOd.  b)  B.  O.  SbUIi,  m  U 

Onweo.  addX  br  B.  T.  Tu  YiUnbDnt,  iM  TS 

O.  I'my,  10  fld 

■OimJ  DFUmf.  Ertlmt  Q.  Smnrn,  s  00 
GrWlsy,  (It ;  Kobn«k»,  $«&  b*  Bm. 

H.  O,  Pmdlinon,  (g  TO 

Ji>H«,  J.  K.  BUeiwio,  10  00 

l*H*rpc,  A.  W.  X.  uid  L.  S.  IL,  1  00 

lAnuk.  bj  Bit.  B.  iplhorp.  10  01) 


St.  JoHph,  Tab<i 
St.  Li^uta,  Ftnt,  bT  C.  B.  I 
Wiii>liw''Ha>.  J°0.'Baliry 
MICUIOAN— (TOe.U. 
Almno,  riin.  by  Ber.  B.  Dyrr, 
B<'n»nls,  Flrn,  by  Rct.  a.  L.  Oridkir, 
Ustroll,  FInt.  by  O.  U.  Lani^. 

UolDM. 

Onnd  Uami,  Tint,  by  Bst.  J.  T.  Hlck- 

mott, 
UinrvlDOa.  iM'\,  by  Bsv.  B.  O.  Bryjinl, 
Port  BojlilBC.  Flint,  by  3.  Coppcrnoll, 
lUnBBn,  by  Hav.  K.  H.  I?™nfc 
Bwktnrd.  by  Ber.  K.  W.  MUlor. 


»D0 

in  lu 

IBt  UU 
10  00 


BlKl'il   L'r«H,    *4;    I'lcHUit   Hill.   Pmb. 

en.,  nil,  by  Bpif.  A.  Plnltertoii. 
Btafcu't  Prairtf,  by  O.  W.  Gtrntes. 
D«obi,  Jl;   Slerilns,  13.78:  WhmtUnd 

■n.l    Swrllng    t*.1i,    by    Ker.    a.    U. 

mii»«Qk«,  Sprins  Etrert.  by  L.  A  War- 
N*w  Lundon,  by  tor.  P.  B.  Dob, 


Revived  by  Rev.  J.  W.  PIOkBtt : 
CbeHar,  I 

OnndVlw, 

WUUHi  jDBOtloB,  Un.  B.  B.  B., 
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Ames,  by  J.  J.  Bonsqnet, 

Belle  Plaine,  by  Rev.  D.  Lane, 

Black  Mavrk,  by  J.  Daviea, 

Brighton,  by  C.  K.  Browa. 

Charlefl  City,  Rev.  J.  Waditamis 

Clay,  9'7.4U;  Mre.  Mcacham's  cbw^   $1  ; 

WilUama  Mim.   Soc.,   ^1.35,   by   D.   E. 

Draper, 
Decorab,  by  N.  H.  Adamn,  to  conitt.  £.  I. 

Weiaer  and  Mrs.  L.  A.  Lawrence  L.  Mr., 
Dubuqae,  by  W.  C.  Chamberlain, 
Durant,  by  Rev.  A.  B.  Robbini*,  D.D., 
Uldora,  Wotnan'H  Cent.  8oc., 
Fdlrfax,  t'il.&U ;  Ladles*  MLm.  Soc.,  #6.50, 

by  Rev.  D.  D.  Front, 

Rev.  A.  8.  WellH, 
Hampton,  add'l,  by  Rev.  W.  H.  Barrows, 
Hazard,  by  Rev.  F.  Hurd, 
Independeuoe,    New  England,   by  8.   W. 

Noyea, 
Lan:itng  Ridge,  German,  by  Rev.  P.  Weid- 

mann, 
MagnclU,  by  Rev.  G.  T.  TompkinB, 
Hancheater,  by  Rev.  E.  R.  Stiles,  to  const. 

M.  H.  Williston  a  L.  M., 
Montioello,  by  Rev.  W.  Leavitt,  in  full  to 

const.  Deti.  U.  F.  Pierce  a  L.  M., 
Oblialoosa,  Rev.  Asa  Turner, 
PoKtville,  First,  by  Rev.  L.  P.  Mathews, 
QuaiKiuecon,    f  10.26 ;    Rev.   A.   ManHon, 

$14.74, 
Sheldon,  First,  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Palmer, 
BherriU's   Mount,    German,   by   liev.    J. 

Rcuth, 
Waterloo,  Rev.  M.  K.  Cross, 

MINNESOTA— #35G.61 . 

Received  by  W.  Cheney,  Trcas.  Minn.  H. 
M.  Boc. : 

Miuneapolls,  Friends,  $150  00 

Plymouth,  26  18 

Excelsior,  4  50 

Belgrade,  Union,  #2.15;  Nicollet  SUtion, 
fl.70;  Providence,  $4.4U ;  Swan  Lake, 
^1;    Rev.   D.    B.   Eells,   #4.16;    J.   W. 
Lells.  #1,  by  Rev.  D.  B.  Kulls. 
Elk  River,  Union,  by  Rev.  J.  F.  Gnyton, 
Furiltault,  by  H.  Wilson, 
Glyndun,  Union,  by  Itev.  P.  W.  Howe, 
Hamilton,  by  Rev.  F.  L.  Fuller, 
Hancock,  Urat,  by  Rev.  J.  L.  Fonda, 
MinncapoUii,  Second,  by  Rev.  £.  S.  Wil- 
liams, 
I^orthflc.d,  by  G.  M.  PhilUp^ 

KANSAS— #66.48. 

Bala,  First,  Weltth,  by  Rev.  H.  Dnvies, 
Cedarville,    #1.7U;    Cora,    #4.6J ;    Smith 

Center,  #4.;i0,  by  Rev.  W.  M.  Wellman, 
Centralio,  by  Rev.  C.  8.  Irwin, 
Clear  Creek  and  Pleasant  Hill,  by  Rev.  L. 

E.  SikcH, 
Fairview  and  Hamlin,  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Checa- 

man, 
Junutioa  City,  First,  by  Rev.  I.  Jacobus, 
White  City,  by  Rev.  F.  G.  Sherrill, 

NEBRASKA— $102.88. 

Aurora,  Mrs.  Woolman,  $3 ;  College  Cor- 

nerH,  $1.45:  West  Hamilton,   #1.65,  by 

Rev.  W.  Woolman, 
Buda  Flat,  German,  #3.70 ;  Crete,  Mrs.  C. 

Siisa.  #1.1(0,  by  Rev.  W.  Stts.<, 
Blue  River,   $5.bU;    Council,    #4.SU,    by 

Rev.  W.  tt.  HiUs, 
Butler  Co.,   #»;  David   City,   #7;    Iowa 

Ridge,  #6;    Summit,  #12,   by  Rev.  A. 

Drenser, 
Creighton,  by  Rev.  C  H.  Emerson, 
,   Exeturand  Friendvillc,  #5.15;  Rev.  B.  G. 

P-ge,  %5, 
[    Plymouth,  Ladies*  Board  of  Misslona,  by 

Rev.  U.  bates, 
Soott  Precinct,  German,  by  Rev.  E.  Jos^ 
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11  50 

55  75 

2  50 

10  60 
4  78 

6  25 

25  00 

15  80 

1  50 


6  10 

560 

10  00 

83  00 
60 

10  15 

503 
82  OJ 

DAKOTA  TERRITORY— #27.17. 
Yankton,  by  J.  Bremner,  #27 

COLORADO— #6.00. 
Boulder,  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Crittenden,  5 

C  ALIFORN I  A— #204. 25. 

Oakland,  S.  Richards,  to  con^t.  Bev.  H. 
Broas  and  W.  S.  Richards  L.  Da.,  and 
with  prev.  don.  to  const.  O.  W.  Hale  and 
C.  W.  Cowicis  M.D.,  L.  Iht.,  200  00 

Tulare  City,  Mrs.  Bictis,  by  Bev.  A.  L. 
Rankin,  4  25 

OREGON.— #30.00. 
Astoria,  First,  by  Rev.  F.  Crang,  80  00 

WASHINGTON  TERRITORY— #5.65. 
Seattle,  Plymouth,  by  Rev.  J.  F.  BUls,  5  56 

HOME  MISSIONARY,  76  70 

#24,W0  78 

FOR  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  WORK. 

Lakeville,   Mass.,  Sabbath-«chool,  by  J.  W. 

Pan  11,  .  #16  00 

Bridgeport,  Conn.,  Infant  Class  in  Sabbath- 

schoul  of  FirHt,  by  Mrs.  C.  R.  Palmer,  25  00 

Sabbath- achuol  of  Second,   by   E.   Sterling, 

Supt.,  60  00 

Waterbury,  Conn.,  First,  by  F.  B.  Hoadley,  28  96 

Smyrna,   N.  Y.,  Sabbath -school  Miss.  Boc., 

by  Rev.  C.  C.  Johnson,  10  00 

Burton,  O.,  Sabbath- school,  by  B.  S.  Dayton,      5  00 
Neosho,  Mo.,  Sabbath-school,  by  Rev.  A.  J. 

Smith,  6  00 

Grand    Haven,    Mich.,    Sabbath-school    of 

First,  by  Rev.  J.  V.  Hickmott,  2  60 


#142  46 
#25,102  19 


DonaUmu  of  Clothing^  etc 

Bennington  Center,  Vt.,  Ladies'  Sew.  Soc  of 

First  Ch.,  by  Mi«s  K.  J.  Hubbell,  box, 
Boimdbrook,  N.  J.,  Ladies'  Aid  Soo.,  by  Miss 

M.  H.  Roundy,  box  and  cash, 
Burlington,  Vt.,  Ladies  of  College  St.  Ch.,  by 

Mrs.  S.  MHnih,  bbl., 
Campton,  N.  H.,  Ladies,  by  Rev.  Q.  Blakdsy, 

bbl., 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  Euclid  Ave.  Ch.,  by  Mrs.  A. 

J.  Smith,  two  bbis., 
Cuyshoga    Falls,   Ohio,   by  Mim    Maria  B. 

Clark,  box, 
Farmington,  CL,  Ladies*  Sew.  Soa,  by  Mrs. 

S.  W.  Cowles,  bbl.  and  {package, 
GaincH,  N.  Y.,  Ladies'  Benev.  Soc.,  by  Mrs.  L. 

H.  Sanford,  bbl.  and  freight, 
Groton,  Ct.,  Ladies'  Benev.  Soc.,  by  Mrs.  J. 

A.  WoodhuU,  l>bl.  snd  freight, 
Haverhill,  Mat<8.,  Caroline  M.  Smith,  bbl., 
Huntebnrgh,  Ohio,  by  Mrs.  Lucy  Strong,  box, 
Koene,  N.  H.,  Lsdies'  Sot.  of  First  Ch.,  by 

L.  M.  Boies,  bbl.  and  freight, 
Lakeville,  Ct.,  Ladies,  by  Mrs.  Geozge  B. 

Burrall,  bbl.  and  half-bbl.  and  cash, 
Mt.  Carmel,  Ct,  Ladies,  by  Mrs.  C.  P.  Ben- 
edict, bbl.  and  cash, 
Newark,  N.  J.,  BeUeville  Ave.  Ch.,  Ladled* 

Soa,  by  Mrsi  Dr.  Palmer,  box. 
Newbury,  Vt.,  Ladies*  Benev.  Soc,  by  Miss 

L.  E.  Dame,  bbl., 
Newburyport,  Mass.,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Cleaveland, 

cask. 
New  Haven,  Ct ,  Ladies  of  First  Ch.,  by  Mn. 

S.  L.  French,  three  boxes, 
New  York  City,  State  Charities  Aid  Aaoc, 

by  Miss  H.  S.  Robbins,  bundlt  of  books. 
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TIIE  NEW  SUNDxVY-SCHOOL  WORK. 

The  American  Home  Missionart  Society,  as  is  well  known  to  its  friends,  act- 
ing in  accord  with  the  advice  of  the  National  Council  at  New  Haven,  has  of  late 
been  organizing  a  new  department  Tliis  statement  is  sent  forth  to  secure  more  unity 
and  efficiency  in  the  further  prosecution  of  the  work,  by  the  explanations  and  the 
information  which  it  contains.     We  ask  for  it  a  thoughtful  reading. 

THE  WORK — WHAT  IS  IT? 

This  has  been  tersely  stated  thus :  '*  To  promote  the  establishment  and  mainte- 
nance of  Sunday-schools  in  home  missionary  fields,  and  to  aid  them,  when  necessary, 
with  Sunday-school  literature." 

Church-planting  and  church-aiding,  Sunday-school  planting  and  Sunday-school 
tiding — these  are  the  two  great  recognized  branches  of  the  one  work  of  the  Soci^y. 
The  second  is  to  be  John  the  Baptist  to  the  first — its  forerunner,  preparing  its  way 
in  the  wilderness.  The  Society  has  always  indeed  l)cen  planting  Sunday-schools, 
and  it  may  henceforth  push  that  work,  with  even  more  eneriijy,  out  in  wider  circles, 
but  it  will  now  udd  something  else  which  it  has  not  hitlierto  been  re8pon8i])le  for 
doing,  viz. :  it  will  aid  these  schools  with  sucli  gifts  of  books,  papers,  etc.,  as  are 
necessary  to  their  existence  and  working  power. 

THE   PROPER   FIELD — WHERE  IS   IT? 

This  is  found  chiefly  at  the  West  and  South.  Most,  if  not  all  of  the  funds  for 
it  will  be  expended  there — at  least  for  the  present  It  is  missionary  Sunday-school 
work  that  has  been  under  discussion,  and  the  main  field  for  that  at  this  time  is  not 
at  the  East,  but  along  the  lines  and  in  the  regions  oi  that  vast  immigration,  which, 
as  yet,  has  few  religions  institutions,  or  none.  Parts  of  New  England,  New  York, 
or  the  older  West,  may  need  some  help ;  but  the  great  mass  of  what  is  given  ought 
to  be  expended  on  those  receding  and  widening  frontiers,  in  laying  foundations. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF   RESPONSIBILITY. 

Upon  the  basis  of  mutual  agreement  between  this  Society  and  its  chief  Auxilia- 
ries, recently  adopted,  the  management  of  affairs  for  the  new  department,  in  their 
several  States,  is  left  with  them  precisely  and  to  the  same  extent  of  responsibility  as 
is  that  for  the  old.  On  the  other  hand,  the  National  Society  is  to  be  responsible 
for  conducting  the  work  and  administering  the  funds  on  the  broad  home  mission- 
ary field  nol  80  oocopied,  and  for  publishing  whatever  may  be  desirable  and  nee- 
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essary  in  order  to  bring  all  parts  of  the  country  into  common  sympathy  and  united 
work  for  this  cause.  The  Executive  Committee  at  New  York  will  bring  the  same 
thought  and  care,  and  apply  the  same  general  principles  to  this  new  tnist,  that  it 
has  to  the  old. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

We  shall  issue  a  monthly  Leaflet  of  several  pages,  with  its  own  vignette  and 
title,  devoted  to  this  missionary  Suuday-school  work,  bound  in  with  The  Home 
MiMionary^  yet  detachable  from  that  and  complete  in  itself.  So  detached,  it  will 
Ikj  sent  for  the  time  gratuitously,  upon  request,  for  general  distribution  in  Sunday- 
schools,  churches,  juvenile  circles,  etc.  It  will  be  designed  chiefly  for  the  older 
menif>ers  of  Sunday-schools,  teachers,  superintendents,  and  parents.  Their  help  we 
sliall  need  first  of  all ;  and  on  them  we  must  largely  rely,  not  only  to  secure  for  this 
Leaflet  the  desired  circulation,  but  at  every  step  in  the  work. 

In  view  of  the  large  number  of  expensive  illustrated  papers  already  circulating 
in  Sunday-schools,  it  may  be  well  for  us  to  seek  alliance  with  one  of  them,  and  nee 
its  already  established  columns  in  reaching  the  younger  children,  rather  than  to 
push  another,  at  great  expense,  into  this  field  of  sharp  competition.  No  arrange- 
ment has  yet  been  secured,  but  the  Society  will  aim  to  find  some  way  shortly  of 
bringing  this  matter  home  to  the  youngest  also. 

THE  BUSINESS  AGENCY. 

The  Society  has  agreed  to  use  the  "  Congregational  Publishing  Society  ^^  as  its 
business  agent,  in  the  purchase  of  literature  for  the  aided  schools.  This  agreement 
stands  on  two  express  stipulations:  (1),  that  the  Publishing  Society  shall  fill  our 
orders  as  sent,  though  the  publications  required  should  not  be  its  own  issues;  and 
(2),  that  it  shall  fill  them  at  rates  as  low  as  this  Society  can  obtain  elsewhere. 

Obviously,  it  is  better  and  more  convenient,  on  many  accounts,  that  this  Society 
should  thus  have  one  purchasing  agency  than  many,  when  these  two  stipulations 
exist.  While  we  are  in  no  degree  restricted  in  the  range  of  selection,  we  gain  the 
advantage  of  using  a  recognized,  reputable  House,  widely  known  to  "  the  trade," 
in  making  our  purchases. 

APPLICATIONS    POK  AID. 

The  Executive  Committee  will  exj>ect  from  the  superintendents,  missionaries,  and 
others  conducting  this  missionary  Sunday-school  work,  or  applying  for  this  aid, 
properly  certified  applications,  setting  forth  the  name  of  the  place  (State,  county, 
and  district)  where  aid  is  asked ;  the  number,  condition,  and  religious  destitution 
of  the  people ;  the  amount  that  they  ioill  themselves  raise  for  the  Sunday-school ; 
the  probable  or  actual  size  of  the  school ;  the  person  or  persons  who  are  to  be  respon- 
sible for  it ;  and  the  kind  of  help,  as  well  as  the  amount  of  it  desired.  These  appli- 
cations should  be  indorsed  by  tlie  Society's  Superintendent  for  that  district  and  then 
sent  to  New  York.  The  Executive  Committee  at  New  York  will  then  act  on  them, 
as  on  applications  for  church  aid,  and  make  such  appropriations  as  the  wants  of  the 
whole  field  and  the  Sunday-school  department  of  the  treasury  shall  justify. 

ROOM   FOR  FUNDS. 

The  Society  will  keep  separate  accounts,  and  devote  to  this  new  Sunday-school 
work  that  amount  which  shall  be  specifically  so  designated  by  the  contributors. 
Should  that  amount  be  largely  increased,  beyond  what  has  ever  been  raised  for  this 
work,  it  could  at  once  be  absorbed  in  wise  expenditures  towards  meeting  a  want 
that  has  never  been  at  all  adequately  supplied.  Hundreds,  not  to  say  thousands, 
of  schools  already  at  work,  under  charge  of  our  missionaries,  do  their  work  at  ex- 
treme disadvantage,  because  of  great  poverty  of  supplies.    Other  hundredsi  not  to 
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aay  thousands  again,  might  be  set  at  work  in  most  importunately  destitute  ricgioiiA, 
ooald  we  now  furnish  this  inciting  encouragement.  Should  the  amount  ever  in- 
crease beyond  this  point,  it  will  be  open  to  the  Society  tu  press  the  work  onward 
continually  into  regions  yet  beyond,  till  the  whole  land  be  covered  with  a  close 
network  of  salvation  through  Sunday-school  organization  and  labor. 

RAISING   FUNDS. 

This  work  will  be  prosecuted  in  the  States  occupied  by  our  Auxiliaries',  under 
the  general  direction  and  responsibility  of  their  several  Executive  Committees,  as 
already  stated.  In  other  States  and  Territories  the  Society's  Superintendents  and 
missionaries,  general  and  local,  will  be  directly  responsible  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee at  New  York,  for  taking  all  proper  measures  to  draw  out  the  full  contribu- 
tion of  their  several  districts.  From  churches  where  the  "collection"  system  is 
followed  and  the  National  Council's  advice  has  weight,  we  shall  look  for  a  **  second 
collection"  yearly  to  this  object,  according  to  that  advice;  and  wliere  the  "  weekly 
offering"  system,  with  a  pro-rata  division  is  followed,  we  earnestly  ask  that  this 
Sunday-school  department  be  annually  remembered. 

Our  yet  larger  hope  and  expectation  rest  on  8unday-8chooU  themselves.  What 
can  be  more  natural,  or  fitting,  or  inspiring,  than  this  object  for  their  consecrated 
gifts  ?  What  will  more  surely  touch  and  attract  the  hearts  of  children  and  youth, 
than  to  help  in  giving  what  makes  their  own  Sunday-school  so  delightful,  to  the*, 
multitudes  of  other  children  who  have  no  such  enjoyments  and  blessings  i  Why 
then  should  we  not  look  for  a  weekly,  monthly,  quarterly,  or  annual  offering  to 
this  end,  from  every  school,  from  every  member  of  every  school  connected  with 
our  churches,  self-supporting  or  missionary,  in  the  whole  land  i  And  why  should 
they  not  begin  this  work  at  once  ?  We  bring  this  question  to  pastors,  superintend- 
ents, teachers,  who  so  largely  determine  the  direction  of  Sunday-school  contribu- 
tions. Even  now  the  field  is  white  to  liar  vest,  and  the  Society  stands  waiting. 
Juvenile  Circles,  Mothers,  and  Women's  Associations  will  find  a  tender  and  power- 
ful appeal  meeting  them  from  this  side;  they  will  hear  in  the  cries  and  voices  of 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  neglected  little  ones  who  can  be  saved,  and 
who  will  be  saved  only  by  some  such  instrumentality,  that  which  will  bring  Christ 
himself  before  them  saying,  **  Suffer  the  little  children  to  come  unto  mel  " 

SENDING   ITIE  MONET. 

Funds  for  this  object,  bo  designated,  should  ,be  sent  in  the  form  of  bank  che(  k, 
draft,  or  postal  order,  to  Wm.  H.  Smith,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  A.  H.  M.  Soc, 
Bible  House,  New  ^York,  made  payable  to  him ;  and  the  postal  orders  should  he 
drawn  on  SUUion  /),  New  York  City.  So  received,  they  will  be  "  acknowledged  " 
in  their  place,  every  month,  in  The  Home  Missionary ;  and  when  requested,  the 
Executive  Committee  will  aim,  so  far  as  practicable,  to  assign  them  to  special 
localities  and  secure  letters  from  the  recipients  which  shall  awaken  yet  deeper  inter- 
est in  the  hearts  of  the  givers. 

The  Secretaries  at  New  York  will  seek  to  conduct  this  new  work  in  all  its  details 
8o  as  to  bring  the  giving  regions  into  the  closest  and  happiest  relations  of  acquaint- 
ance with  the  great  receiving  field ;  the  churches  and  the  children  of  each  being 
helped  to  feel  more  tenderly  in  the  other  that  one  blessed  Love  which  the  Spirit 
of  Christ  gives  to  them  that  work  for  him. 

TO  THE  FRIENDS  OF  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  WORK. 

May  we  not  ask  your  hearty  co-operation  ?  Will  you  not  secure  fot  this  object 
ft  proper  place  in  any  new  schedule  of  offerings  from  your  church  or  Sunday- 
school?    To  guard  against  all  misunderstandings  we  desire  distinctly  to  repeat: 
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1.  Tbat  this  Society  has  undertaken  the  Missionary  Sunday-school  work,  de- 
scribed above,  and  desires  to  do  it  on  a  scale  to  satisfy  its  fricn^ 

2.  That  its  missionaries  have  never  found  themselves  hindered,  but  helped  rather, 
as  to  organizing  churches  and  Sunday-schools  of  the  broad  imse^tarian  type,  bj 
the  fact  of  bearing  its  commission. 

3.  That  they  occupy  those  very  frontiers  and  labor  in  those  very  districts  where 
such  schools  are  needed ;  and  that  they  can  do  this  work  without  the  extra  expense 
involved  in  a  separate  Society  and  a  separate  set  of  men  on  the  field. 

4.  That  experience  shows  that  schools  are  likely  to  be  most  wisely  placed  and 
more  carefully  nurtured  when  organized  by  permanent  missionaries  having  special 
care  of  a  limited  district. 

Wc  submit  these  facts  to  your  consideration. 

Very  truly  Yours, 

David  B.  Ck)B,         ) 

Alex.  XL  Clapp,      /  Secretaries  of  A.  H.  M.  S. 

Henry  M.  Storrs,  ) 

K«w  York,  March  1, 1877. 


HARRIET  A.   TUCKER. 

BY     "HER    OLD    PASTOR,"    REV.     LEONARD    BAOON,    D.D. 

I  HAVE  turned  to  an  obituary  notice  of  the  Rev.  James  W.  Tuci^er,  who  died  in 
the  thirty-second  year  of  his  age,  pastor  of  tlie  Presbyterian  church  at  Springfield, 
N.  J.,  Feb.  11,  1819,  fifty-eight  years  ago. — {Christian  Spectator,  1819,  f>f>. 
106-108.) 

He  had  preached  to  his  people  once  on  Saturday  (the  day  having  been  devoted 
to  fasting  and  prayer),  and  twice  on  the  Sabbath,  besides  speaking  with  great  ani- 
mation to  a  crowded  audience  in  the  evening.  He  had  filled  up  Monday  with 
labor  from  house  to  house,  and  in  tlie  evening  he  began  to  prepare  for  two  funeral 
services  that  were  at  hand,  but  soon  desisted  in  pain  which  drove  him  to  his  bed. 
At  midnight  a  physician  was  summoned,  and  there  followed  two  days  of  alternate 
hope  and  fear.  Wednesday  evening,  at  ten  o'clock,  he  was  informed  that  his 
death  was,  at  the  farthest,  only  a  few  hours  distant.  '*  He  then  expressed  a  desire 
to  sec  his  children.  He  addressed  them  in  an  affectionate  and  solemn  manner, 
and  bade  them  farewell  without  the  least  agitation  ;  commending  them  and  his 
dear  companion  to  God."  Proceeding  in  the  narrative  from  which  these  words 
are  quoted,  I  find  the  old,  old  story — old  as  the  bringing  of  life  and  immortality 
to  light,  by  him  who  is  the  resurrection  and  the  life — the  story,  old  yet  ever  fresh, 
of  the  believers  victory  over  death.  I  transcribe  one  sentence  more  :  **  Looking 
earnestly  at  his  wife,  he  called  her  to  him,  raised  over  her  head  his  trembling 
hand,  dripping  wnth  the  cold  sweat  of  death,  and,  with  a  voice  and  look  which 
we  will  not  attempt  to  describe,  pronounced  the  apostolic  benediction,  *  Grace, 
mercy,  and  peace,  from  God  the  Father,  and  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  be  with  you.'" 
So  he  died. 

Eight  years  later,  in  the  second  year  of  my  pastorate,  the  widow  of  Rev.  James  W. 
Tucker,  having  in  the  meantime  passed  tlu'ough  some  very  painful  trials,  returned, 
with  her  little  fiock,  four  daughters  and  a  son,  to  her  native  place,  New  Haven,  and 
to  the  church  of  her  childhood  and  youth.  Thus  the  family  came  under  my  pastoral 
care.  Tlie  elder  daugliters  first,  and  then  the  younger,  assisted  their  moUier  in  a 
boarding-school,  and  the  family  remained  unbroken  till  the  son  (now  these  many 
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yean  an  American  banker  in  PariB),  had  graduated  from  Tale  College,  from  which 
his  father  had  graduated,  twenty-nine  years  before  him. 

The  name  of  ELlrribt  A.  Tuckur  has  become,  since  1872,  well  known  and  dear 
to  those  families  far  away,  to  whose  support  and  comfort  *'  the  Ladies'  Home 
Mismonary  Society  of  the  First  Church  in  New  Haven,'*  has  been  ministering,  and 
it  is  for  their  sake,  as  well  as  for  the  sake  of  her  associates  in  that  good  work,  that 
I  gather  up  a  few  reminiscences  of  her,  and  ask  a  place  for  them  on  the  pages  of 
The  Home  Missionary,  She  was  the  third  of  the  five  little  ones  whom  the  dying 
father  so  long  ago  commended  to  God.  Thoroughly  educated  under  the  eye  of 
her  mother  (whose  name,  **  Harriet  Atwater,''  was  given  to  her  in  baptism),  her 
Christian  character,  marked  with  a  rare  combination  of  transparent  simplicity  and 
indefatigable  diligence  in  all  good  works,  was,  by  the  grace  of  God,  the  result 
and  reward  of  Christian  nurture.  I  find,  by  reference  to  the  record,  that  the  eldest 
daughter,  who  died  full  thirty  years  ago,  having  filled  up  her  short  life  vnth  dili- 
gent service,  was  already  a  communicant  at  the  return  of  the  mother  to  New  Haven. 
The  second  daughter  (afterwards  the  wife  of  Rev.  L.  L.  Langstroth),  was  received 
to  communion,  on  the  profession  of  her  faith,  the  next  year.  Two  years  and  a 
half  later,  Harriet,  the  next  in  age,  made  her  vows  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and 
at  the  close  of  that  year  (1831)  the  mother  had  the  joy  of  seeing  her  only  son  pro- 
fess his  faith  in  Christ  In  1884,  the  youngest  of  the  children  whom  the  widowed 
mother  had  "  brought  up,''  instilling  into  them  the  faith  that  dwelt  in  her  (and 
this,  let  me  say,  is  the  true  "  Christian  work  "  of  a  Cliristian  mother — 1  Tim.,  v. 
10 ;  2  Tim.,  i.  5),  gave  herself,  publicly,  to  her  Savior.  It  was  in  such  a  house- 
hold that  the  character  of  Harriet  A.  Tucker  was  formed. 

I  happen  to  remember  a  sermon,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  pastoral  duty,  from 
the  text,  "  I  must  work  the  works  of  him  who  sent  me,  while  it  is  day  " — a  sermon 
in  which  the  proposition  was  maintained  that  every  one  whom  God  sends  into  the 
world  has  work  to  do  for  him  ;  and  that  all  honest  work — one  man's  ploughing 
and  reaping,  another's  bricklaying,  another's  hanmiering  at  his  anvil — if  done  for 
God  under  the  arrangements  of  his  providence,  and  in  devout  communion  with  his 
beneficence,  is  holy,  and  may  be  as  acccjjtable  to  him  as  any  work  which  we  call 
more  di.stinctively  religious.  One  Icsif^on  from  the  sermon  was,  for  substance: 
"Be  contented  to  do  the  work  which  God  has  given  you  to  do.  Let  your  daily 
tasks  be  hallowed  and  glorified  by  the  thought  that  these  are  the  tasks  which  God 
has  assigned  to  you.  Do  not  complain  that  this  secular  work,  as  you  call  it,  is  too 
secular  for  your  growth  in  grace.  Do  it  heartily,  as  to  the  Lord  ;  do  it  in  his  ser- 
vice and  as  his  child ;  do  it  in  a  filial  spirit  toward  him  and  in  communion 
with  his  love;  and  all  your  work  shall  bo  worship."  Mrs.  Tucker  afterwards 
told  me  what  Harriet  said  at  her  return  from  church  that  day.  "  Now  I  can  teacli 
these  girls  their  lessons,  and  can  spend  weary  hours  with  pupils  at  the  piano,  with- 
out feeling  that  it  is  drudgery,  for  this  is  my  task  appointed  by  our  Father  in 
heaven."  Such,  I  think,  was  the  character  of  her  life.  Dedicating  herself  to  do 
God's  will,  she  made  it  her  aim,  and  it  was  her  joy,  to  $lo  with  her  might  whatso- 
ever her  hand  found  to  do,  as  appointed  in  his  providence.  Thus  she  could  walk 
with  God,  humbly,  but  in  an  exalting  companionship. 

In  1889,  the  family,  by  removal  from  New  Haven,  was  taken  from  under  my 
care,  and  not  long  afterwards,  by  the  law  which  inevitably  disperses  and  dissolves 
all  our  households,  it  was  gradually  broken  ly).  Harriet  was  often  a  visitor  among 
friends  and  kindred  in  New  Haven ;  she  resided  at  times  with  one  and  the  other  of 
her  married  sisters ;  she  was  some  years  with  her  brother  in  Paris,  and  wherever 
she  abode  she  was  happy  in  miniEtering,  as  she  had  opportunity,  to  the  wants  or 
welfare  oi  others.   At  last,  in  1870,  she  came  to  make  her  home  with  an  aged  irelatiye 
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in  New  Hayen,  who  had  known  and  loved  her  from  her  infancy,  and  whose 
evening  of  life  might  be  brightened  by  her  cheerful  and  helpful  presence.  She 
enjoyed  the  return  to  the  church  of  her  early  vows — her  mother^s  church  and  that 
of  her  ancestors  through  many  generations.  There  were  many  of  her  once  young 
friends  (^now  young  no  longer)  to  welcome  her,  and  to  cherish  with  her  the  memory 
of  other  friends  who  had  passed  away.  Entering  promptly  into  the  work  of  doing 
good,  as  she  had  opportunity,  she  soon  became — unconsciously  as  it  were,  without 
ordination  or  election,  and  certainly  without  any  obtrusiveness  or  ambitious  a^i- 
ration,  one  of  our  deaconesses — "a  servant  of  the  church  "  which  is  in  "  the  First 
Ecclesiastical  Society  of  New  Haven,"  as  truly,  and  very  much  in  the  same  way, 
as  Phebe,  of  old,  was  "  a  servant  of  the  church  which  was  at  Cenchrea,"  and  as 
the  Apostle  said  of  Phebe,  so  it  may  be  said  of  her,  **  she  hatli  been  a  sucoorer  of 
many," — to  which  voices  of  Christ*s  ministers,  far  away,  might  respond,  one 
after  another,  **  And  of  me  also." 

At  her  return  to  the  church,  she  found  that  one  of  the  most  useful  of  its  auxiliary 
institutions  was  its  "  Ladies'  Home  Missionary  Society."  Her  domestic  duties  be- 
ing such  as  permitted  her  to  give  much  of  her  time  and  care  to  that  beneficent 
activity,  much  work  naturally  devolved  upon  her,  and  at  the  decease  of  Miss 
Eliza  North,  who  had  been  the  efficient  secretary  of  the  association  from  its  begin- 
ning (and  whose  interest  in  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  was  testified  by 
her  legacy  of  $7,000  to  its  treasury),  she  consented  to  perform  that  service.  From 
that  time,  1872,  till  she  was  prostrated  by  her  last  illness,  much  of  the  well  known 
usefulness  of  that  association  has  been  the  result  of  her  diligence  and  zeal. 

After  a  severe  illness,  about  a  year  ago,  she  became  only  able  to  endure  the  jour- 
ney from  New  Haven  to  the  homo  of  her  youngest  and  only  surviving  sister,  Mrs. 
Hull,  at  Morristown,  New  Jersey,  where  she  lingered  in  patience  and  hope  till  her 
death,  on  the  second  of  Deceml>er  lost. 


HELP  YOUR  MOTHER 


[OuTLmKS  of  a  sermon  by  Rev.  C.  M.  Sandbks,  of  Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  from  Phil- 
ippians,  iv.  8 — '*  And  I  entreat  thee  also,  true  yoke-fellow,  help  those  women 
which  labored  with  me  in  the  gospel,  with  Clement  also,  and  with  other  mj 
fellow-laborers,  whose  names  are  in  the  l)ook  of  life."  ] 

"  Those  women  "  made  themselves  useful ;  they  were  not  so  absorbed  in  selfish 
indulgences  as  to  forget  the  world  about  them  and  their  responsibility  to  it  They 
helped  advance  the  gospel.  There  has  always  been  a  place  for  woman  to  exer- 
cise her  gifts  in  the  interest  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ.  She  is  the  strength  and 
heart  of  the  churches  to-day,  composing  two-thirds  of  their  membership.  Paul 
makes  mention  of  others  who  helped  him.  I  am  impressed  by  the  passage  with  this 
thought — ^Into  what  intimacy  does  Christian  association  and  work  link  human 
hearts  I  Only  those  know  who  have  had  experience.  Paul's  thought  and  heart 
goes  out  to  these  from  whom  he  is  now  separated.  Some  of  us  can  appreciate 
something  of  Paul's  mind  and  heart  at  this  time,  as  memory  brings  before  us  the 
past,  laden  with  precious  experiences. 

Not  long  ago  I  received  a  letter  from  an  old  friend,  asking  that  I  wonld  specially 
remember,  by  a  letter,  the  eighteenth  anniversary  of  a  mission-school  I  ha4  helped 
to  organize,  and  of  which  I  was  one  of  the  first  superintendents.  I  call  to  mind 
many  of  its  earlier  pupils,  some  of  whom  there  found  the  Savior ;  Sabbaths  of 
Bpedal  interest,  and  scenes  of  peculiar  pleasure ;  but  especially  do  I  ranember  the 
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teaeher$ — ^that  band  of  young  disciples  from  the  same  cburcb,*  organized  for 
Christian  work.  Fpr  eighteen  years  that  little  candle  has  been  flaming  on,  and 
more  than  one  soul,  we  trust,  has  by  its  light  found  Christ. 

•'  But  what  of  the  teachers — scattered  ?  "  Yes,  but  not  forgotten.  One  or  two 
of  that  early  band  are  still  associated  with  the  school ;  two  are  in  the  ministry ; 
one  entered  the  Boston  City  Mission  work ;  another  f  associated  herself  with  the 
American  Board,  and  died  at  Harpoot,  Turkey. 

I  have  something  of  this  thought  and  feeling  with  regard  to  the  American  Home 
Misaionary  Society,  the  institution  that  commends  itself  to  our  heartiest  interest 
The  Apostle^s  words  regarding  t?u>se  helpers  express  my  own  wish  as  regards  this 
"  Mother  of  Churches."    I  entreat  you,  help  this  noble  mother. 

1.  Because  of  her  mission. 

It  is  twofold :  '*  to  assist  congregations  that  are  unable  to  support  the  gospel, 
and  to  send  the  gospel  to  the  destitute  within  the  United  States."  These  new 
communities  need  and  must  have  the  gospel ;  but  it  is  usually  the  few  who  care 
enough  for  the  church  and  its  ordinances  to  help  support  them.  These  **  few," 
usually  men  of  small  means,  with  all  the  claims  of  a  new  community  resting  upon 
them  for  schools,  for  public  and  pnvate  improvement,  could  not  support  the 
gospel  unaided.  In  the  outset  they  must  be  helped.  It  is  right  that  they  should 
be ;  and  it  is  the  purpose  of  this  Society  that  they  shall  be.  Thus  she  is  doing 
her  part  in  fulfilling  Christ^s  command  in  ^fatthew  xxviii.  19. 

2.  Because  of  what  she  has  accomplished  in  her  fifty  years'  history.  These 
have  been  years  of  effective  service.  The  Society  has  been  '*a  giver  of  life"  to 
the  American  people,  and  "  a  glory  in  the  midst  of  them."  She  has  dotted  the 
East,  the  North,  the  Interior,  and  the  great  West  with  gospel  gardens.  She  has 
found  her  way  over  hills,  through  forests  and  valleys,  and  along  these  broad  plains 
the  ringing  towers  wake  t\ie  echoes  of  her  benefactions. 

3.  Because  of  what  she  has  been  to  this  church.  We  have  illustrated  here  the 
work  of  the  Society.  She  has  been,  indeed,  your  good  mother.  When  you  or- 
ganized, and  when  you  have  sought  the  continued,  regular  services  of  a  pastor, 
she  has  always  listened  to  your  appeals  for  help,  and  has  given  you  the  help  that 
has  enabled  you  to  go  forward.  Reciprocate  that  benefaction.  Let  her  know 
that  you  appreciate  her  aid,  by  giving  her  your  substantial  sympathy. 

4.  Because  of  the  demands  made  upon  her.  The  calls  upon  this  mother  are 
greater  than  her  means.    Help  her  to  lengthen  her  cords  and  strengthen  her  stakes. 

In  two  ways,  at  least,  we  may  help  this  aiding  mother : 

1.  By  striking  for  independence  at  the  very  earliest  possible  moment.  I  have 
known  churches  thus  helped,  some  of  whose  memh&rs  seemed  to  feel  that  the  Society 
teeu  obligated  to  help  them  so  long  as  they  chose  to  he  helped;  and  that  they  were 
really  under  no  obligation  to  look  for,  or  to  attempt,  the  bringing  about  the 
declaration  of  their  independence.  Let  us  be  careful  to  cultivate  the  manly  spirit, 
doing  with  all  our  might  for  ourselves,  aiming  for  the  earliest  moment  when  we 
may  celebrate  the  "  Fourth  of  July  "  of  this  church. 

2.  By  giving  to  her  of  our  means,  as  the  Lord  has  prospered  us. 

This  church  has  an  important  mission  before  it.  I  trust  that  it  will  be  a  liberal 
church,  remembering  that  it  is  said,  *'  He  which  soweth  sparingly  shall  reap  also 
sparingly ;  and  he  which  soweth  bountifully  shall  reap  also  bountifully."  "  Every 
man,  according  as  he  purposeth  in  his  heart,  so  let  him  give ;  not  grudgingly,  or 
of  necessity:  for  God  loveth  a  cheerful  giver."    And  so  do  good  men. 

•  Bootii  Ooogregatioiia],  Oonoord,  N.  H.  t  Mln  Ifiiry  Warfleld. 
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^ififiitmut^    inttlUpntt. 


WASHINGTON. 
Hev,  P,  Harrison^  8ehome, 

FAR   AWAY,  BUT   UNPOROOTTEN. 

Tlie  Lord  put  it  into  the  heart  of  a 
Christian  woman,  God  bless  her  I  to  send 
me  last  year  The  Congrfgationaliat^  bring- 
ing us  intelligence  of  what  was  passing 
in  the  world  and  churches,  from  which 
I  seem  banished.  It  is  consoling  to  re- 
member, away  in  this  extreme  northwest 
comer  of  the  great  Republic,  only  thirty 
miles  from  tlie  British  line,  that  the 
Chief  Shepherd  knows  where  we  are,  in 
the  seat  where  Satan  dwelleyi,  and  that 
our  claim  to  his  atoning  blood  and  tender 
care  is  as  good  as  that  of  the  rich  and 
fashionable  in  the  great  centers. 

Wlien  my  best  and  truest  friend  said 
this  morning,  "The  cofTee  and  sugar  are 
out,  and  you  had  better  get  some  t4?a,  as 
it  will  not  cost  so  much  as  coffee,"  my 
lean  purse  and  a  store  bill  of  ninety 
dollars  answered  witli  forcible  emphasis, 
"  you  can  have  no  luxuries  this  quarter." 
Water  is,  thank  God,  abundant,  full 
and  free,  with  no  indication  at  present 
that  greed  and  lust,  and  worldliness,  and 
wickedness  will  levy  a  tax  on  this  merci- 
ful gift  to  the  common  people. 

We  are  earnestly  praying  for  richer 
supplies  of  the  bread  of  which  if  a  man 
eats  he  shall  never  hunger,  and  the 
water  of  which  if  a  man  drinks  he  shall 
never  thirst.    Pray  for  us. 


CALIFORNIA. 
Bev.  E.  B,  Payne,  Bei'keley, 

SELF  -SUPPORTING. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  we 
look  for  no  help  from  the  Society  for  the 
coming  year.  The  people  have  quietly 
put  their  names  to  a  subscription  paper, 
promising  me  an  amount  equal  to  their 
own  and  the  Society's  pledges  of  last 
year.  I  rejoice  in  this  because  of  the 
pressure  upon  your  treasury  and  because 
I  feel  that  the  church  will  profit  by  their 
independence  of  outside  aid.     We  shall 


of  course  keep  the  Society  first  upon  our 
list  for  benevolent  contributions^  with 
many  thanks  for  your  kind  sympathy 

and  aid.  

Rev.  R.  Graves,  Mount  Shattet, 

'  SUCCESSES. 

I  will  venture  to  speak  of  the  suc- 
cesses of  the  year.  When  I  commenced 
pastoral  labor  at  Fort  Jones,  I  found  a 
weak  church,  for  some  time  without  a 
pastor,  and  greatly  discouraged. 

But  God^s  blessing  has  been  on  our 
labors  from  the  first  Twenty-five  in  all 
have  united  with  the  churches  under  my 
care,  and  two  of  the  three  churches  have 
been  organized  during  the  year.  At  Little 
Shasta,  where  I  reside,  a  Congregational 
house  of  worship  will  be  built,  the  com- 
ing season,  to  cost  about  $3,000.  I  re- 
port a  collection  for  the  A.  H.  M.  8.,  of 
$  1 8. 25.  If  any  of  the  breth  ren  are  worse 
off  than  I  am,  send  to  them  first. 


WYOMING. 
Rev.  C.  M.  Sanders,  Cheyenne. 

THE  BLACK  HILLS. 

I  am  asked,  **  Can  you,  will  you,  give 
the  facts,  or  your  opinion,  as  formed  at 
your  stand-point  ?  "  I  do  net  wish  to  ex- 
cite undue  interest  in  this  matter  of  emi- 
grating to  the  Hills,  for  many  will  go 
that  had  better  stay  at  home,  who  are 
bound  to  be  disappointed  in  any  event 
Let  no  man  go  because  of  what  I  write ; 
but  I  am  willing  to  give  any  information 
in  my  power.  An  oflScer  of  our  First 
National  Bank  assures  me  that  they  liave 
bought,  at  the  least  calculation,  $175,000 
since  June  last.  Another  banking  firm 
here  has  received  as  much  more,  and  now 
averages  $500  a  day.  This  is  but  a  small 
part  of  the  gold  that  has  been  brought 
from  the  Hills.  I  am  informed  that  the 
Denver  banks  have  received  $185,000; 
Omaha,  $600,000;  PhUadelphia  mint, 
$435,000.  (The  Denver  mint  not  re- 
ported.) I  do  not  know  that  these  last  fig- 
ures arc  correct,  but  I  think  they  are; 
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and  any  one  anxious  to  be  sure,  can  write 
to  Omaha,  Denver,  or  Philadelphia. 

As  regards  emigration,  parties  are  con- 
tinually going  into  the  Hills  from  here. 
Since  Dec  1st,  1876,  [now  Jan.  20th,] 
500,000  lbs.  of  merchandise  have  gone  in 
from  here.  About  $500,000  are  invested 
here  in  freight  teams,  etc.  A  tri- weekly 
fta^  nins  from  Cheyenne  to  Deadwood 
for  |50  during  the  winter,  and  less  in 
the  rammer.  The  indications  are  that 
many,  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  will 
tarn  their  steps  that  way  the  coming 
season. 

All  hail  to  the  Congregationalists,  the 
first  to  organize  a  church  of  Christ  there  I 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  prompt  and  lib- 
eral action  of  your  Society,  the  tliousands 
in  that  vicinity  would  have  been  deprived 
of  the  ministration  of  the  gospel  this 
wmter.  I  don*t  like  to  see  our  polity 
Ugging  behind.  Her  place  is  **at  the 
front*'  Our  brother  is  doing  a  good 
work  there  in  laying  foundations ;  a 
work  that  never  makes  much  show,  but 
is  all  important  to  the  superstructure. 


DAKOTA. 
Bev.  L.  P.  NoTCTOM,  Deadwood, 

CHURCH  OF    THE  BLACK   HILLS. 

We  have  organized  a  Congregational 
church,  and  I  am  glad  of  it  The  organ- 
isation will  unite  us  more  firmly  in  a 
^h  and  strong  bond  of  brotherhood. 
With  the  Congregationalists  we  have  one 
episcopalian  and  several  Methodists, 
wd  shall  have  more.  Our  polity  is  one 
^u  which  a ,  candid  and  large-hearted 
(^stian  can  act  so  wisely  and  magnani- 
iQoQsly  that  they  seem  pleased  and  de- 
^gbted  with  it.  We  had  a  Methodist 
brother  on  the  committee  to  prepare 
^'^f  covenant,  and  constitution,  and 
^^  recognize  other  denominations  in 
*^f  choice  of  officers.  The  evening  we 
^^Qized,  I  had  a  fifteen  minutes'  talk  on 
^^  eaaential  nnity  of  the  Christian  church. 
^  kope  all  will  flow  on  smoothly.  Pray 
for  OS  that  it  may,  for  of  all  things  I 
^oit  deprecate  a  schism. 

I  have  talked  with  several  who  think 
3 


they  will  unite  with  us.  Amongst  them 
are  five  or  six  Congregationalists  who 
could  not  be  with  us  on  account  of  the 
terribly  stormy  weather  that  has  hindered 
our  organizing.  I  think  now  that  we 
must  make  a  move  to  secure  a  lot  on 
which  to  build  a  little  house  of  worship. 
We  hold  our  services  in  a  carpenter's  shop 
in  South  Deadwood — an  out-of-the-way 
place.  The  owner  kindly  fixes  it  up  as 
well  as  he  can,  but  tools,  chests,  work- 
benches, the  dust  and  shavings,  make  a 
strong  contrast  with  the  nice  church  edi- 
fices wehave  met  in,  in  days  **  lang  syne." 
The  Deadwood  theater  building  stands 
unoccupied,  and  probably  will  till  May 
or  June.  Its  owner  has,  with  much  cor- 
diality, offered  us  the  use  of  it  I  favor 
the  idea,  for  it  has  plenty  of  good  seats, 
and  four  stoves ;  is  central,  easy  of  access, 
warm  and  comfortable.  I  wish  I  had  a 
good  supply  of  interesting  papers  and 
magazines. 


Rev.  A,  D.  Adams,  Siottx  Falls, 

ENCOURAGED. 

In  things  spiritual  we  have  a  much 
brighter  prospect  One  looking  on  from 
the  outside  would  not  see  any  great 
change,  but  there  has  been  one.  We  and 
others  have  been  praying  for  a  revival 
here.  We  looked  for  it  during  the  week 
of  prayer,  but  it  did  not  come  as  we 
hoped,  in  the  conversion  of  souls.  Yet 
I  think  God  heard  and  answered  us. 
Providentially,  the  old  post-ofiice  room 
became  vacant  just  in  time  for  us,  and 
we  were  given  the  use  of  it  during  the 
week.  Chairs  enough  were  loaned  to 
us ;  we  moved  in  our  organ,  and  with 
the  aid  of  **  Gospel  Hymns,"  had  some 
very  interesting  meetings.  The  week 
was  very  stormy,  but  the  attendance  was 
greater  than  I  expected.  Many  members 
were  much  quickened,  and  committed 
themselves  anew  by  taking  part  with  the 
rest  of  us  in  the  meetings;  while  I  am 
sure  that  the  impenitent  who  attended 
were  made  to  see  Christian  things  as 
never  before.  Perhaps  that  which  gives 
us  most  gratification  is  the  growth  of 
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our  Sunday-school.  Tbis  is  in  point  for 
your  new  departure.  I  think  we  are 
accomplishing  fully  as  much  in  this 
work  as  in  any  other.  Last  winter  people 
thought  that  we  could  not  support  a 
Sunday-school  during  the  cold  months. 
But  we  did,  and  it  grew.  This  year  the 
winter  was  very  severe,  and  still  the  school 
grows,  and  of  late  has  taken  on  new  life 
and  interest.  In  one  word,  **  things  are 
growing.^'  Our  success  is  a  steady  and, 
we  trust,  permanent  *'  advance  all  along 
the  line.*'  Deeper  consecration,  more 
unselfish  devotion,  a  more  correct  idea 
of  real  Christian  work,  a  more  prayerful 
spirit ;  these  and  kindred  graces  are 
those  which,  with  God^s  blessing,  are 
crowning  our  efforts. 

I  must  not  fail  to  mention  that  we 
have  now  a  new  hall  to  worship  in.  It 
is  owned  by  one  of  our  wealthiest  mem- 
bers, and  is  to  be  fitted  up  in  good  style. 
The  ladies  are  proposing  to  secure  a  new 
pulpit  and  otherwise  decorate  the  room. 
It  will  be  a  great  help  to  our  work. 


NEBRASKA. 

liev.  A,  Dresser^  Schuyler, 

BLESSED  MINISTRIES. 

Soon  after  my  last  report,  giving  an 
account  of  the  first  death  in  my  little 
flock,  I  was  called  to  help  the  widowed 
father  say  "  good-bye  "  to  the  little  one 
left  behind  by  its  devoted  mother,  thus 
leaving  the  stricken  one  alone  and  child- 
less. About  three  weeks  ago  I  had  two 
funerals  in  one  day,  some  twelve  or  fif- 
teen miles  apart.  One  was  held  in  a 
school-house  where  I  never  before  had 
preached,  and  some  were  there  who  sel- 
dom hear  tlie  gospel.  This  funeral  was 
of  a  husband  and  father,  leaving  the 
wife  a  widow,  and  the  children  father- 
less. The  other  was  the  funeral  of  a 
wife  and  mother,  who  left  to  the  sole 
care  of  the  broken-hearted  husband  three 
little  children,  one  a  babe  only  four 
hours  old . 

Among  the  families  visited  the  last 
quarter  was  an  old  pilgrim  of  eighty- 
fehree  years,  very  deaf  and  nearly  blind. 


His  wife,  aged  seventj-six,  is  very  active, 
and  maintains  herself  and  husband  by 
weaving  rag-carpets,  w?ien  she  can  get 
them  to  weave,  I  found  them  in  a  sod- 
house,  without  a  floor,  on  a  bitter  cold 
day.  The  old  lady  was  at  her  loom, 
and  the  old  gentleman  wadded  the  long 
slough-grass — their  only  fuel — into  small 
bundles  for  the  stove.  I  called  it  '*a 
new  kind  of  fuel"  The  old  lady  replied 
that  she  thought  it  was  '*  real  old-fash- 
ioned,** and  quoted  in  proof  Matt,  vi  30. 
But  probably,  in  that  climate,  where  the 
grass  which  to-day  is,  to-morrow  is  cast 
into  the  oven,  the  mercury  does  not  fall 
to  twenty  degrees  below  zero  I  Still  he 
who  clothes  the  grass  of  the  field  is  felt 
to  be  the  faithful,  covenant-keeping  God 
of  these  aged  ones.  Notwithstanding 
their  home  seemed  so  desolate,  they  were 
cheerful  and  happy ;  the  old  lady  affirm- 
ing that  probably  very  few,  if  any,  homes 
were  blessed  with  richer  joy  than  theirs. 
One  thing  is  certain :  I  always  find  them 
hungry  for  the  gospel,  and  blessed  in  be- 
ing fed.  (Matt,  y :  6).  I  have  to  speak 
very  loud  and  very  distinctly  to  make 
the  old  gentleman  understand  me ;  and 
if,  at  any  time,  I  speak  in  my  usual  voice 
to  the  old  lady,  she  instantly  requests  me 
to  **  speak  so  that  he  can  understand.** 
The  loaf  has  to  be  shared  to  be  fully 
enjoyed.  I  would  that  the  dear  ones 
whose  almoner  I  am  could  share  my  joy 
in  being  permitted  to  impart  the  food 
so  richly  provided  by  the  Good  Shep- 
herd. 


KANSAS. 
Ref>,  J,  G,  Dougherty^  Ottawa, 

BEVIVED. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  quarter,  we 
appointed  committees  to  visit  every 
family  in  town,  and  invite  to  church 
those  who  did  not  attend,  and  to  Sunday- 
school  those  who  would  come.  Sixty 
families  were  found  without  a  settled 
place  of  worship,  and  forty  children 
were  gathered  into  the  schooL  I  was  to 
follow  up  this  work  with  pastoral  Tisits, 
but  a  fever  held  me  in  the  house  two 
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weeks,  and  left  me  feeble  for  several '  seemed  to  rest  upon  the  assemblies  gath- 
more.  All  the  churches  united  in  meet-  ered  eyening  after  evening,  composed  in 
mgs  during  the  week  of  prayer.  We  great  measure  of  young  people.  Their 
pastors  undertook  the  publication  of  a  attitude  was  that  of  intense  interest  in 
daily  paper,  obtained  advertisements  the  subjects  presented, 
enough  to  pay  the  expenses,  and  fur- 
nished six  columns  of  reading  matter 
daily.  This  involved  a  good  deal  of 
extra  work,  but  the  Lord  blessed  it.  A 
general  religious  interest  in  the  city  was 
awakened,  and  we  have  been  holding 
two  meetings  a  day.  On  Sunday  even- 
ings we  have  had  audiences  of  between 
800  and  900,  packed  in  the  largest 
church  building  in  the  city,  while  the 
Baptists  at  the  same  time  had  an  audi- 
ence of  more  than  200.  We  have  had  a 
service  in  the  street,  at  which  some  per- 
sons were  present  who  had  not  heard  a 
sermon  for  from  three  to  fifteen  years. 
The  meetings,  quiet  and  free  from  vio- 
lent excitement,  have  all  been  conducted 
by  resident  pastors,  with  pnly  such  out- 
side help  as  comes  direct  from  the  heav- 
ens.   That  gracious  help  we  are  having. 


MINNESOTA. 
Be9.  F.  McCrahen,  Dodge  Center, 

SPIRITUAL  RBFRBSniNO. 

We  have  experienced  a  seasoii  of  re- 
freshing  in  Claremont  Street  Church, 
"such  as  has  never  before  been  known 
in  this  placc.^^  I  had  the  valued  help  of 
brother  Gill,  of  Mantorville,  gentle  and 
winning  as  he  is,  and  part  of  the  time 
that  of  a  Baptist  brother.  The  marked 
feature  is  that  the  Spirit  was  poured  out 
almost  exclusively  upon  the  young,  the 
children  and  youth  of  the  Sunday-school, 
from  ten  to  twenty  years  of  age.  One 
faithful  teacher  had  her  heart  made  glad 
by  the  conversion  of  her  entire  class, 
composed  of  six  or  seven  young  ladies. 
Another  noticeable  &ct  was  the  quiet- 
ness and  solemnity  of  our  meetings,  save 
one  momentary  outburst  from  a  lady 
whose  daughter  was  the  first  convert,  a 
child  of  many  prayers.  That  mother^s 
heart  was  too  full;  her  joy  must  have 
rent.  ' 

The  solemnities  of  the  eternal  world 


IOWA. 
Bev,  O,  E,  Ransom,  Waverly. 

IN  GOOD  HBABT. 

Our  Sabbath-school  has  increased 
largely.  Last  Sabbath  we  had  108,  and 
the  interest,  I  am  told,  was  never  better 
in  the  church.  Though  there  has  been  no 
special  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  in  the  con- 
version of  sinners,  there  is  a  revived  feel- 
ing, and  a  tender  growing  interest  in  all 
departments.  For  two  or  three  weeks 
we  have  been  holding  a  few  special  ser- 
vices, and  members  of  our  congregation 
are  unusually  attentive  to  the  Word,  and 
show  an  encouraging  thoughtfulnoss. 
Every  service  increases  the  interest. 
Every  blow  sends  the  stakes  down  a  lit- 
tle. We  feel  that  we  are  rebuilding 
from  the  bottom  and  making  a  steady 
gain.  I  am  trying,  by  God's  blessing, 
to  build  up  a  society  of  believers  in 
Christ,  that  had  been  scattered,  discour- 
aged, disheartened,  and  am  glad  to 
that  we  have  succeeded  beyond 
our  most  sanguine  expectations.  God 
has  blessed,  and  is  blessing.  To  him  be 
all  the  glory  I 


WISCONSIN. 
Bev,  F,  J,  Douglass,  Genoa, 

REVIVAL. 

We  have  had  a  series  of  special  relig- 
ious meetings  at  Genoa  through  six  suc- 
cessive weeks.  The  means  used  were 
prayer,  preaching,  (asting,  sacred  song, 
knd  personal  effort  Baptists,  Method- 
ists, and  Congregationalists,  labored  in 
the  most  delightful  harmony.  The 
place  has  not  for  years  before  been  so 
profoundly  moved  by  the  truth  and 
Spirit  of  God.  Upwards  of  seventy 
have,  by  some  mode  of  expression,  re- 
quested the  prayers  of  God's  people,  and 
over  thirty  give  evidence  of  conversion 
to  Christ,  indttding  some  who  had  b«i- 
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fore  hesitatingly  cherished  a  hope,  and 
"who  are  now  brought  to  a  firmer  decis- 
ion and  into  clearer  light.  Among  the 
converts  are  eleven  heads  of  families ;  in 
three  cases  both  the  husband  and  wile. 
Four  or  five  business  men  are  among  the 
number.  Most  of  the  converts  are 
young  people.  There  are  happier  fami- 
lies and  many  happier  hearts  in  Gknoa 
than  there  were  before  this  blessed  work 
of  grace. 

The  meetings  have  not  been  charac- 
terized by  what  is  commonly  termed 
' '  excitement  ^*  Truth  has  been  earnestly 
but  calmly  preached.  The  measures 
used,  and  the  prayers,  while  fervent, 
have  been  fi'ee  from  extravagance,  giv- 
ing ample  room  for  the  exercise  of  a 
candid  judgment  and  conscience,  as  well 
as  play  of  emotion.  The  meetings,  es- 
pecially during  the  latter  part  of  the 
series,  have  been  delightfully,  though 
quietly,  joyous  and  gladsome. 


MICHIGAN. 
Be9.  J.  H,  Williams^  Mattavoan, 

WORK    OF    GRACE. 

We  have  been  holding  a  series  of 
union  meetings,  commencing  with  the 
week  of  prayer,  and  continuing  now  for 
almost  four  weeks,  resulting  in  the  con- 
version and  reclaiming  of  ten  or  twelve, 
perhaps  more.  I  cannot  yet  tell  how 
many.  The  community  has  been  greatly 
improved,  and  Christians  encouraged  and 
refreshed.  One  of  the  old  residents  said 
to  me  that  there  has  not  been  such  a  re- 
ligious interest  here  in  twenty  years. 

Praise  the  Lord  for  his  goodness  to  us  I 


MISSOURI. 
JBw.  «/".  F,  Oraf,  JMmyra, 

IN  PATIENT  aOFB. 

My  labors  are  yet  a  breaking  up  of  fal- 
low ground,  that  the  seed  may  not  fall 
among  thorns.  In  my  addresses,  sermons, 
and  pastoral  visitations,  I  have  had  and 
have  still  only  one  object  in  view:  to 
show  the  people  that  Christ^Q  image  in 


the  soul,  wrought  there  by  God's  Spirit, 
and  the  fruit  thereof  seen  in  their  lives, 
is  all  that  is  wanted  of  them.  But  it 
takes  all  the  power  of  persuasion  to  show 
our  German  people  that  the  mere  attend- 
ance on  religious  duties  is  not  sufficient, 
as  they  were  formerly  taught  to  believe. 
I  see  already  that  my  teachings  are  not 
in  vain,  but  that  an  inward  separation  is 
going  on.  One  part  of  the  members  like 
my  earnest  preaching  more  and  more, 
while  others,  who  do  not  like  to  quit  thdr 
sinful  ways,  try  to  evade  the  api)eals  of 
the  gospel.  As  long  as  no  earnest  appeal 
was  made  for  conversion,  they  felt  quiet, 
but  now  there  seems  to  be  a  warfare  in 
their  hearts  and  there  is  hope  that  the 
Spirit  will  win. 


NEW  YORK. 

£et>,  J,  Clements,  Bast  Pharsalia. 

POWERFUL    REVrVAIi. 

The  most  remarkable  revival  ever  wit- 
nessed here  is  now  in  progress.  Two 
Baptist  laymen  from  a  neighboring  town 
asked  permission  to  hold  prayer-meet- 
ings. The  Baptist  church  and  ours,  with 
their  two  pastors,  took  hold  in  earnest 
I  endeavored  to  preach  so  as  'to  arouse 
my  people  to  labor.  We  appointed  cot- 
tage prayer-meetings,  and  the  farmers 
got  out  their  teams,  and  carried  people 
to  meetings,  held  at  eleven  and  two 
o'clock,  and  in  the  evening. 

The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  poured  out.* 
At  every  prayer-meeting  one  or  more 
were  awakened  and  asked  our  prayers. 
Night  after  night  the  people  came,  filling 
the  house  to  twice  its  seating  capacity. 
As  many  as  400  have  been  packed 
into  a  house  seating  only  half  that  num- 
ber. Eighty  persons,  at  least,  have  been 
converted  and  reclaimed  from  backslid- 
ing ;  about  fifty  are  regular  members  of 
my  congregation. 

I  baptized  fourteen,  last  Sunday,  and 
received  sixteen  on  profession  of  faith, 
with  three  by  letter.  Many  othen  are 
studying  our  articles  of  f  aiUi,  etc  It  is 
a  wonderful  display  of  grace. 


THB   HOUR   XISSIONAST. 


^hcttU%t0nt, 


THE  TREASURY, 
to  TAs  Some  Mittionary  for  March, 
wf  eipremed  the  hope  that  this  volume 
might  close  with  the  nnDouncement  tliat 
this  Society  owes  no  map  anything.  Our 
friends  will  join  aa  in  devout  thankegir- 
ing  tliat  tbat  hope  ia  falfilled.  The  re- 
ctipta  in  Febniary  were  about  (3S,360, 
and  u  we  writoi  (March  8th)  drafts  are 
going  out  for  all  missionary  labor  report- 
ed to  date. 

Iliia  fact  brings  a  sense  of  relief,  un felt 
for  months.  Yet  we  hardly  dare  to  in- 
dul;^  oar  joy,  or  even  to  make  known  the 
candition  of  the  treasury,  lest  some 
aluU  feel  that  the  Society  tins  all  it  needs, 
ud  may  be  dismissed  from  further 
preient  care. 

On  the  contrary,  the  work  now  in  hand, 
vEth  that  which  is  pressing,  calls  for 
not  less  than  about  (30,000  monthly  in- 
come, and  the  withholding  of  contribu-  ■ 
Sons  will  inevitably  compel  the  curtail-  [ 
Dneot  of  that  work  or  the  falling  again 
into  arrears  in  payment  of  the  missiona- 
ries. Either  of  these  is  too  serious  a 
c«l»mity  to  be  calmly  thought  of.  Shall 
■  not  the  improved  condition  of  the  treasu- 
ry, then,  rather  quicken  our  friends  to 
more  earnest  effort  t 

The  Executive  Committee  have  felt 
(oT  months  that  save  in  exceptional  cases 
of  rare  promise,  they  must  restrict  ap- 
propriations to  Qelds  already  occupied. 
Now,  with  a  treasury  free  from  debt,  the 
Presidential  question  settled  at  last,  and 
hope  of  prosperous  times  in  the  near 
future  raising  the  courage  of  business 
men,  the  Committee  are  anxious  to  press 
forward  into  those  "new  and  important 
points  in  regions  beyond,  asking  for 
men  and  help,"  of  which  we  wrote  a 
month  ago.  But  soon  will  come  the 
yearly  dreaded  summer  drought;  we  can- 
not rely  on  the  uncertain  income  from 
legacies,  which  have  contributed  so  much 
to  the  last  month's  resources ;  and  only 
the  vigorous,  persistent,  liberal  supply 


of  oar  treasury  by  living  contributors 
can  warrant  such  advance.  Nothing  but 
this  early,  systematic,  generous  giving 
can  prevent  another  speedy  accumula- 
tion of  "  claims  overdue,"  of  which  the 
Treasurer's  table  has  just  been  cleared. 

Shall  we  go  forward  ?  or  shall  we 
merely  hold  our  own  1  Reader :  a  share 
of  the  responsibility  for  answering  this 
question  rests  on  yon.  What  is  jour  ne- 
sponse?  Hb  waits  to  hear  it,  who  sits 
against  the  treasury. 


Mast  a  Homo  Miaaionary's  heart  will 
thrill  with  tender  and  grateful  memory 

he  reads  the  truthful  sketch  of  Miss 
Tuckkr'b  life  and  work,  with  which  Dr. 
Bacon  has  kindly  enriclicd  the  earlier 
pages  of  this  issue.  How  many  hearts 
and  homes  she  has  made  glad — not  more 
with  the  gifts  she  had  a  part  in  sending, 
than  with  her  letters  of  Cliristian  sympa- 
thy and  clieer — is  known  only  to  him  who 
takes  note  of  every  kindness  shown  to 
his  brethren.  While  she  was  deeply  in- 
terested in  every  good  work  of  the 
churches,  Home  tlissions  held  perhaps 
the  chief  plaee  in  her  thought  and  care. 
She  carried  tlie  iiorae  missionary  fam- 
ilies on  her  heart  by  day  and  by  night, 
and  had  no  higher  joy  than  in  work 
for  them. 

We  shall  never  forget  the  touching 
letter — too  sacred  in  its  personal  reveal- 
ings  for  the  publicity  of  print — in  which 
she  laid  down  that  work  at  last,  when  it 
was  plain  that  her  feeble  hands  could  do 
no  more.  It  was  not  easy,  of  course,  for 
a  spirit  so  ardent  to  submit  at  once  "to 
be  idle  and  useless  "  even  at  the  word  of 
one  loved  and  trusted  as  her  Bavior  was. 
Yet  for  His  sake  it  could  be  done,  and 
it  was  done.  "The  work  of  striving  to 
regain  lost  health,  and  to  be  restored  to 
an  active  life,  is  over.  I  am  '  laid  on 
the  shelf,'   called  to  a  patient  waiting 
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and  loving  sabmission  to  my  Father*s 

will Quietly  to  take  my  place 

on  *  the  retired  list,'  to  be  as  ready  and 
as  thankful  to  be  and  to  suffer,  as  I  have 
been  to  do,  that  is  my  calling  now.  All 
I  ask  for  myself,  all  I  want  my  friends 
to  ask  for  me,  is  unshaken  faith  in  the 
promise,  *  Lo,  I  am  with  you  altoay; '  and 
grace  to  know  Jesus  in  weakness  and 
suffering."  To  a  friend  she  wrote,  "I 
hope  some  one  will  readily  take  up  the 
work  that  has  fallen  from  my  weak 
hands.  It  is  a  blessed  work.  I  found 
it  a  labor  of  love,  and  it  brought  a  pre- 
cious reward:  a  hundred-fold  in  this 
world.  What  rich  gains,  what  fruitful 
harvests,  from  such  scanty  sowing  !  " 

But  though  her  hands  were  still,  her 
heart  did  not  slacken  its  interest  in  her 
dear  home  missionary  families,  till  it 
ceased  to  beat.  And  who  shall  say  that 
her  last  months  of  physical  weakness, 
but  of  spiritual  strength — months  of 
such  prayer  as  the  dying  Christian  offers 
when  prayer  is  the  only  avenue  by  which 
love  can  go  out  toward  others — may  not 
have  done  as  much  for  the  cause  she 
loved,  as  did  all  the  busy  years  that  went 
before  ? 

As  might  have  been  expected,  her  end 
was  peace.  "Jesus  is  ever  near  me,  and 
my  faith  in  his  love  for  me  is  boundless. 
This  thought  fills  me  with  peace  and 
joy.  I  dread  nothing,  fear  nothing. 
His  sweet  words,  *  Let  not  your  heart  be 
troubled,'  are  &  never- failing  solace  to 
me."  .  .  .  .  "  To  be  with  Jesus,  to 
see  him  face  to  face,  is  my  one  hope,  my 
one  anticipation.  I  walk  with  him  now 
by  faith ;  the  change  will  be  from  faith 
to  sight.  It  is  Jesus  now,  it  will  be  Jesus 
then."  When  the  end  was  very  near, 
she  wrote :  "  I  wait  for  *  the  glorious  ap- 
pearing,' when  I  shall  be  like  him,  with  a 


follow  her.  It  is  pleasant  to  know  that 
the  influence  of  this  beautiful  example  of 
consecration  to  Christ,  and  of  devotion 
to  the  missionary  cause,  is  not  lost  It 
never  can  be  lost,  while  they  live  who 
have  been  relieved  of  earthly  cares  by 
her  ministries  of  love ;  not  while  that 
noble  band  of  Christian  women,  in  the 
First  Church  of  New  Haven,  live  to 
carry  on  the  blessed  work  which  for  years 
she  shared  with  them.  Nay,  not  while 
He  lives  who  has  said,*  "  Precious  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his 
saints." 


A  BAND  OF  SEVEN. 

0¥T  towards  the  frontier,  seventy  miles 
west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  in  Minne- 
sota, nearly  seven  years  ago,  a  little  band 
of  Christians  was  organized  into  a 
church.  They  were  in  the  midst  of  men 
whose  attitude  towards  religion  ranged 
all  the  way  from  devout  piety  to  open 
infidelity.  The  prayer-meetings.  Sab- 
bath-school, and  such  preaching  as  they 
could  secure,  were  held  as  a  means  of 
grace  to  them,  and  with  the  hope  that 
they  might  be  blest  to  the  salvation  of 
all  around.  But  men  of  the  world  there, 
as  everywhere,  were  much  like  Gallio : 
they  cared  for  none  of  these  things.  The 
little  church,  seeing  this,  fell  into 
the  snare  which  has  caught  many  in 
similar  circumstances — they  must  have 
**  a  great  preacher."  One  or  two  trials 
of  this  sort  reminded  the  little  band 
that  it  is  "  not  by  might  nor  by  power" 
that  God's  work  is  done. 

They  then  set  themselves  at  work  to 
get  a  "man  of  God,"  great,  or  not  great 
God  heard  their  prayers,  blessed  their 
efforts,  and  sent  them  one.  Two  years 
passed.    The  "man  of  God"  had  won 


the  confidence  of  all,  and  gathered  a  few 
glorified  body,  that  will  never  grow  old  into  the  fold  of  Christ.     Praying  souls 


and  decay." 


were  ill  at  ease.    "  Why  is  his  chariot  so 


commg 


And  so  she  went  peacefully  over  the   long  in  coming  ? "  was  the  frequent  in- 
quiry. 

As  a  last  resort,  seven  godly  women 
formed  themselves  into  a  praying  band. 
They  prayed  earnestly  at  home.  Once  a 
week  they  came  together  to  pray^    It  was 


river  to  meet  Him  for  whose  * 
she  had  watched  so  long,  and  whom  she 
had  served  so  welL    In  the  green  pastures 
and  by  the  still  waters,  at  last  she  rests 
from  her   labors,   and    her    works    do 
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no  anmeaning  act  There  was  nothing 
▼ague  about  it  Their  souls  weret>nrden- 
ed,  each  for  some  one  soul :  one  for  a 
brother ;  others  for  husbands ;  others  for 
near  kindred,  and  all  for  the  village  of 

H .  They  longed  for  the  salvation 

of  €k>d  to  come  out  of  Zion.  They 
muit  sae  souls  converted.  They  pleaded 
the  promises.  They  believed  the  word 
which  our  Lord  himself  had  spoken 
(Math.  18:  19):  "Again,  if  two  of  you 
shall  agree,'*  etc,  and  waited  before 
God  for  its  fulfillment. 

Presently  a  little  cloud  was  seen  on 
the  spiritual  horizon ;  then  a  larger  one. 
The  "  man  of  God  "  preached  as  never 
before.  Men  listened  unwontedly.  Audi- 
ences grew  large  and  still.  Backsliders 
began  to  confess.  A  few  sought  the 
Lord  anew.  Help  was  called  in — not 
Moody  nor  Sankey,  but  such  as  could  be 
obtained.  The  Lord  used  it.  A  few 
found  peace.  The  helpers  called  in  were 
busy  men,  one  of  them  a  business  man. 
They  left,  with  benedictions  on  the 
workers  and  the  work.  Days  passed 
on ;  the  work  spread  and  deepened ; 
strong  men  bowed  ;  the  place  was  shaken. 
The  helpers  were  recalled  and  tarried 
five  days,  seeing  from  fifty  to  seventy- 
five  redeemed  from  a  life  of  sin,  and 
still  at  this  writing  the  work  goes  on. 
If  faith  falters  not  the  whole  town  will 
snrrender  to  Christ 

Now  what  is  the  secret  ?  Our  answer 
is :  that  "  band  of  seven,"  that  praying 
band.  God  uses  Moody,  Sankey,  Whittle, 
and  Bliss,  who,  though  dead,  yet  singeth. 
God  uses  great  preachers,  like  Finney. 
But  such  men  are  not  numerous;  nor 
need  they  be.  Seven  women,  or  men,  in 
any  frontier  church,  surrounded  by  spir- 
ftnal  icebergs,  amid  skepticism  of  the 
rankest  kind,  who  will  hand  together 
(Acts.  2:  1.)  and  call  mightily  on  God 
(Pb.  34 :  4),  will  assuredly  see  his  salva- 
tion. (Psalm.  50 :  23.)  Then  when  helpers 
come,  their  work  will  be  like  that  of  the 
harvester,  only  to  gather  the  ripened 
sheaves. 

May  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  multiply 
fTofmg  hand4  !  Such  indeed  ought  every  1 


church  to  be,  and  every  Christian  house- 
hold. Cover  the  land  with  clouds  of 
ascending  prayer,  and  those  clouds  will 
return  to  distil  revival  rain.    L.  H.  C. 

HlVVXSOTJL 


ONE   SEED, 

AND  WHAT  CAMB  OP  IT. 

In  1874,  in  Northern  Wisconsin,  a 
German  domestic,  sixteen  years  old,  was 
converted  to  Christ.  Her  parents  were 
infidels,  and  lived  in  a  community  of 
infidels.  No  Bible,  no  Sabbath,  no 
Temperance,  no  Christ  This  young  girl 
went  out  to  earn  her  living,  and  found 
employment  in  a  Christian  family.  She 
was  soon  gathered  into  the  Sunday- 
school  and  became  much  interested  in 
her  class.  In  about  two  years,  in  a  revi- 
val, she  was  one  of  the  first  to  take  her 
stand  on  the  Lord's  side,  and  became  an 
earnest  worker  for  her  new  Master, 
bringing  her  companions  into  the  meet- 
ings and  inquiry  room.  In  a  few  weeks, 
she  walked  fourteen  miles  through  the 
woods,  to  tell  her  parents  of  Jesus  and 
his  love,  asking  her  friends  to  pray  for 
her  that  she  might  be  true  and  faithful 
in  that  ungodly  neighborhood.  In  hear- 
ing her  simple  story,  her  father  became 
enraged  and  threatened  her  life,  but  she 
knelt  down  by  the  old  stove  in  the  log- 
house  and  pleaded  with  the  dear  Savior 
to  forgive  her  father,  and  bring  all  the 
family  into  his  fold.  The  father  soon 
became  sorry  for  what  he  had  done,  and 
his  daughter  led  him  to  the  Friend  of 
sinners,  and  then  came  all  the  family; 
and  soon  she  held  a  prayer- meeting  in 
the  very  room  where  she  had  been  so 
abused.  She  continued  her  missionary 
work  for  three  weeks,  till  nearly  the 
whole  neighborhood  was  converted,  and 
in  a  few  months  they  had  a  Christian 
church  of  more  than  fifty  members.  The 
young  missionary  returned  to  the  place  of 
her  spiritual  birth  and  told  the  news  of 
her  trials  and  success  in  the  converts' 
meeting,  and  they  all  praised  the  Lord 
for  what  he  had  wrought.  She  contin- 
ued faithful  and  happy  in  her  house- 
work, and  abounding  in  the  work  of  the 
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Lord,  for  one  year,  when  she  walked 
fourteen  miles  again  to  visit  her  friends 
and  see  the  fruits  of  her  reviyal  labors, 
but  became  sick,  suffered  a  few  days, 
and  passed  away.  Her  father  came  to  her 
pastor  and  said:  ''You  know  all  about 
it ;  how  Alvina  went  into  your  Sunday- 
school  and  revival  meetings,  and  became 
a  Christian ;  how  we  abused  her ;  how 
she  brought  us  to  Christ,  and  all  that  has 
come  since.  Dear  girl  I  She  died  last 
night,  singing  some  of  those  Sunday- 
school  hymns.  Can  you  come  over  and 
preach  her  funeral  sermon  to-morrow?  " 
Yes,  she  was  dead ;  but  she  still  lives,  in 
her  faith,  her  love,  her  example  and  her 
deeds. 

In  about  two  years  after,  this^me 
father  was  preacliing  the  good  news  of 
salvation  to  the  perishing,  and  gathered 
a  church  of  his  own  nationality  in  the 
city  where  his  daughter  was  converted. 
Though  uncultured,  he  became  an  ear- 
nest and  successful  missionary  of  the 
cross  in  all  that  region,  and  there  are 
now  several  active  Christian  churches, 
the  monuments  of  his  loving  work  for 
his  Master  and  heroic  devotion  to  the 
welfare  of  his  countrymen.  All  this 
from  one  seed.  If  Alvina  had  not  been 
gathered  into  the  Sunday-school,  how 
different  might  have  been  the  result  I 
how  different  the  harvest  I 
^*  Sowing  the  seed  with  an  aching  heart, 
Sowing  the  seed  while  the  tear-drops  start, 
Sowing  in  hope  till  the  reapers  come, 
Gladly  to  gather  the  harvest  home  : 
Oh,  what  shall  the  harvest  be  f '' 

Here  was  one  precious  coin  brought  to 
light  from  the  dust  and  rubbish  of  the 
world,  made  to  reflect  the  image  of  Christ 
and  restored  to  the  heavenly  owner.  Are 
there  not  vast  numbers  thus  lost,  and 
should  we  not  light  the  candle,  and  sweep 
the  house,  and  seek  diligently  till  we  find 
them  ?    And  then  what  joy  there  will  be 

on  earth  and  in  heaven  I  F.  B.  D. 

WxBCOXBnr. 


IT  ACCUMULATES. 

''It  accumulates."     He  repeated  the 
words,  with  a  tap  of  his  finger  on  the 


table.  "  Had  I  seen  him  when  he  made 
his  will;  I  should  have  solicited  a  beqnert 
for  our  college.  If  not  able  to  do  just 
what  he  would  choose,  I  should  have 
said,  '  Have  it  put  at  interest  for  tern 
years;  it  will  then  make  a  handsome 
sum ;  it  accumulates.*  Such  a  consider- 
ation has  weight**  He  did  not  "see 
him.**  The  bequest  was  not  made.  Tfen 
years  soon  go  by,  and  money  well  in- 
vested at  ten  per  cent,  accumi^ates. 

So,  if  invested  in  education,  in  char- 
acter, for  a  souPs  salvation,  for  our  coun- 
try, or  for  Christ  In  its  power  to  do,  it 
accumulates.  Good  influences  are  some- 
thing for  which  money  may  be  profitably 
exchanged.  The  investment  in  mission- 
work  tells  on  the  wealth  of  nations  in 
security  of  life  and  property,  in  an  ac- 
crumg  interest  that  perpetuates  the  good 
deed  of  the  donor  to  future  years.  The 
five  thousand  souls  added  to  our  churches 
on  profession  of  faith  the  last  year,  should 
be  worth  more  to  the  kingdom  of  Gk)d 
here  below,  than  the  $800,000  received 
to  our  treasury  could  have  been,  put  at 
interest  and  expended  in  any  future. 

A  bridge  spans  the  Mississippi  at  St 
Louis,  costing,  it  may  be,  |f9,000,000 ;  a 
sum  greater  by  a  million  and  a  quarter 
than  that  spent  in  home  evangelization  by 
the  A.  H.  M.  Society  in  fifty  years.  We 
may  well  believe  it  a  good  investment 
Untold  wealth  in  merchandise  and  money 
each  day  rolls  over  it.  It  is  an  impor- 
tant factor  in  national  development,  and 
worth  all  its  cost  in  money  and  in  the 
lives  of  men.  But  the  seven  and  one- 
half  millions  employed  in  a  fifty  years* 
evangelizing  work  in  this  land  of  oars, 
is  a  more  productive  investment.  It 
has  already  brought  a  great  return  in 
money,  in  institutions,  in  national  char- 
acter, in  regenerated  men.  It  still  accu- 
mulates. 

The  1^0  given  to  church  in 

1875  secured  $400  more  for  pa8tor*8  sal- 
ary. A  young  man  then  converted,  and 
now  in  a  special  course  of  study  for  the 
ministry,  taking  part  in  evangelizing 
work,  is  one  item  of  accruing  gain  from 
that  investment    So  $500  proffered  in 
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munonaiy  aid  (of  which,  however,  $200 
onlj  was  needed)  in  December,  1875,  se- 
omed  in  twelve  months  a  church  edifice 
(•  property  worth  $8,000),  payment  of  a 
pastor's  salary,  aboat  twenty  conversions, 
and  an  addition  of  forty  in  all  to  the 
original  twenty,  an  organizing  element 
of  saving  power  which  may  grow  and 
work  on,  and  be  more  and  more  benefi- 
cent for  an  hondred  years. 

Tes,  it  accumulates  I  a  good  deed,  a 
generous  gift,  a  self-denying  sacrifice  for 
man  I  It  helps,  towards  all  coming  mil- 
lennial glories,  that  consummation  when 
the  kingdom  shall  be  Christ^s  alone,  in 
bringing  in  that  glad  hour  for  the  mar- 
riage supper  of  the  Lamb. 

Come 'then,  givers  of  g^fts,  small  and 
great,  *'and  he  that  hath  no  money.^' 
Een  you  may  invest  for  yourselves,  for 
family,  for  God.  "It  accumulates" — 
"soch  consideration  has  weight/^  In- 
vest in  manhood,  and  in  men,  and  in  in- 
stitutions. It  is  also  '*  a  treasure  in  the 
heavens  that  fadeth  not."  That  bank 
never  breaks.  M.  K.  W. 

ILUVOIIL 


HOME  MISSIONARY  SERMON. 

[We  give  below  the  text  of  a  sermon  on 
Home  Missions,  preached  to  his  people  by 
Rev.  J.  G.  Merbill,  of  Davenport,  Iowa. 
The  immediate  effect  was  a  collection  of 
$186,  the  largest  benevolent  contribution 
yet  made  by  this  energetic  and  growing 
church.  Our  readers  will  recognize  in  the 
text  a  liberal  translation—  adapted  to  the 
times— of  a  part  of  II.  Cor.,  ix.J 

1.  For  as  touching  the  support  of  the 
frontier  missionaries,  it  is  superfluous  for 
mo  to  speak  to  you.  2.  For  I  know  the 
forwardness  of  your  mind,  for  which  I 
boast  of  you  to  them  of  Iowa,  that  Dav- 
enport did  well  a  year  ago,  and  your  lib- 
erality hath  provoked  many.  8.  Yet 
have  I  come  now,  brethren,  lest  my  boast- 
ing of  you  should  be  in  vain  in  this  be- 
half :  that,  as  I  said,  ye  may  be  ready ; 
4.  Lest  haply  if  I  meet  them  of  Iowa, 
and  ye  do  less  than  last  year,  I — not  to 
gay  ye — should  be  ashamed  in  this  same 
ocofident  boasting.    5.  Therefore  make 


up  your  bounty  as  a  matter  of  bounty, 
and  not  of  covetousncss.  6.  But  this  I 
say.  He  which  soweth  sparingly  shall 
reap  also  sparingly ;  and  he  which  sow- 
eth bountifully  shall  reap  also  bounti- 
fully. 7.  Every  man  according  as  he 
purposeth  in  his  heart,  so  let  him  give ; 
not  grudgingly,  or  of  necesifity :  for  God 
loveth  a  cheerful  giver.  8.  And  God  is 
able  to  make  you  prosperous,  that  ye  may 
have  sufiicient  to  help  every  good  work. 
.  .  .  12.  For  this  giving  of  yours  not 
only  supplies  the  wants  of  the  frontier 
missionaries,  but  also  awakens  thanks- 
giving to  God  on  their  part.  18.  Who, 
by  this  evidence  of  your  liberality,  glo- 
rify God  on  account  of  your  obedience 
to  your  confession  that  you  are  what  you 
profess  to  be.  14.  And  they  pray  for 
you,  longing  after  you  because  of  the 
exceeding  grace  of  God  in  you.  15. 
Thanks  be  unto  God  for  his  unspeakable 
giftl 


'*MY   HEART   IS   FULL. 


f» 


A  SUPERINTENDENT  received  and  trans- 
mits the  following  letter : 

"Since  January,  1876,  we  have  not 
had  a  minister  once  in  six  weeks,  on  the 
average.  Yet  our  little  church  has  kept 
along  with  our  services,  not  missing  a 
Sabbath  morning  or  evening.  My  hus- 
band has  done  most  of  the  reading  of 
the  sermons,  other  brethren  assisting. 
The  result  has  been  the  calling  out  of 
hidden  talents  of  our  members.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  R ,  converts  of  last  year,  are  ear- 
nestly at  work.  He  read  both  sermons 
one  Sabbath,  and  is  our  assistant  super- 
intendent in  the  Sabbath- school,  which 
has  an  average  attendance  of  fifty-five 
members.  Our  prayer-meeting  missed 
only  one  evening  this  year.  We  never 
have  less  than  fifteen,  often  over  forty. 
Two  united  with  us  on  profession  at  our 
last  communion,  and  ten  at  the  previous 
one.  The  friends  find  it  hard  to  meet 
their  pecuniary  obligations,  as  there  has 
been  a  partial  failure  of  crops  for  three 
years,  and  low  prices  for  what  they  have. 
We  are  not  discouraged,  though  it 
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looks  dark.  My  husband  put  up  his 
sorghum-mill  here,  and  Eddie  and  Nellie 

have  run  it,  while  he  went  to ,  twenty 

miles,  and  worked  another  at  half  profits. 
He  will  be  absent  two  months,  to  make 
our  interest  money,  if  possible,  this  year. 
Could  we  not  have  some  one  to  preach 
for  us  regularly  ?  I  am  sure  our  people 
would  do  something  to  pay  the  way. 
We  need  counsel  and  encouragement  I 
fear  I  do  wrong  writing  so  much,  but 
my  heart  is  full." 

The  Superintendent  adds : 

"I  sent  them  a  theological  student, 
working  in  his  vacation  to  earn  money 
to  complete  his  last  year  of  study.  Can 
Christian  love  not  furnish  the  means  to 
help  those  '  not  discouraged,  though  it 
looks  dark'!" 


TRUST  THE  LORD. 

A  STUDENT  in  Oberlin  Theological  Semi- 
nary, being  desirous  of  earning  something 
to  enable  him  to  complete  his  last  year 
of  study,  applied  for  home  missionary 
work  during  his  three  or  four  months  of 
vacation. '  He  was  directed  to  a  small 
church  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  but  the  compensation 
offered  seemed  very  meager,  and  the 
depleted  state  of  the  treasury  forbade 
the  Society's  augmenting  much  what 
was  pledged  by  the  people.  But  the 
Secretary  urged  him  to  go  and  trust  in 
the  Lord,  and  was  seconded  by  one  of 
the  Professors,  who  told  the  young  man 
to   **  draw  on  the  Lord's  treasury "  to 


supply  his  need.  He  hesitated,  but 
finally  accepted  the  call  and  started  on 
his  long  and  expensive  journey.  Being 
short  of  funds,  he  was  obliged  to  fast 
much  on  the  way,  and  when  he  reached 
his  field  of  labor  he  had  but  a  few  cents 
left  in  his  pocket  On  the  way,  however, 
he  had  been  presented  with  a  pair  of 
arctic  overshoes  as  the  first  installment 
of  hoped-for  help,  and  liad  been  enter-' 
tained  gratuitously  in  a  kind  Christian 
family  where  he  was  compelled  to  spend 
a  night.  The  second  installment  of  aid 
came  soon  in  the  shape  of  a  draft  for 
$20,  a  Christmas  gift  from  the  Young 
Ladies'  Aid  Society  of  one  of  the  wealthy 
interior  churches  of  the  State,  with  the 
promise  of  a  nice  box  of  clothing,  in 
addition,  for  himself  and  wife  and  two 
little  children.  The  church  where  he 
was  laboring  also  assumed  the  expense 
of  his  journey,  in  addition  to  their 
pledge  of  salary,  and  he  is  now  assured 
that  his  compensation  will  fully  equal,  if 
not  exceed,  his  first  expectations,  so  that 
he  will  go  back  to  his  studies,  having 
done  a  good  missionary  work,  and  "rich 
in  faith,"  with  the  means  of  support  to 
the  completion  of  his  course.  He  says 
he  can  now  sing  with  new  emphasis: 
*'Li  some  way  or  other  the  Lord  will  pro- 
vide; 
It  may  not  be  my  way,  it  may  not  be  thy 

way. 
But  in  his  own  way  the  Lord  will  provide. 
Then  we'll  trust  in  the  Lord,  and  he  will 
provide.  J.  C.  H. 

Nkw  Yobk. 


#ttv  <S)0-0p«vativ«  ^(^tUWn. 


American  Congregational  Union. 

Rev.  Rat  Palmer,  D.D.,  Sec.,  69  Bible 
House,  New  York. 

Rev.  Christopher  Cushtng,  D.D.,  Sec, 
20  Congregational  House,  Boston. 

N.   A.   Calkins,   Esq.,  Treas.,  69  Bible 

House,'  New  York. 

No  period  within  the  memory  of  the 
present   generation  has   more  severely 


tried  the  faith,  and  patience,  and  cour- 
age of  those  who  desire  and  strive  to 
promote  the  rapid  progress  of  Christ's 
kingdom  in  the  world,  than  this  period 
of  financial  distress  which  has  covered 
the  last  three  or  four  years.  The 
churches  that  have  been  used  in  past 
years  to  give  most  liberally  for  Christian 
work  have  felt  the  pressure.     The  pas- 
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ton  who  have  been  most  intent  on  bring-  the  churches  needing  houses  of  worship, 
mg  up  their  flocks  to  a  high  standard  to  attempt  to  build  he/ore  they  were  able 
of  Christian  liberality,  have  felt  it  greatly  to  do  it  with  such  help  as  the  Union 
— baye  been,  perhaps  often,  at  a  loss  to  could  give,  and  so  inyolying  thcmselyes 
know  how  far  it  was  proper  to  go  in  in  distress  and  sometimes  serious  loss, 
urging  the  duty  of  making  sacrifices  in  We  are  confident  that  in  all  these  ways 
ordei^  to  sustain  the  benevolent  opera-  the  providence  of  God  has  been  bringing 
tions  of  the  time.  The  stress  has  been  good  out  of  serious  trials. 
10  long  continued  that  there  has  un-  Let  all  concerned,  then,  thank  God 
doubtedly  been  a  material  diminution  and  take  fresh  courage.  Let  every  pas- 
of  ability  to  give,  even  where  there  was  tor,  who  can  move  his  church  to  help 
•  hearty  desire  to  do  so.  Most  of  all,  the  Union,  do  it  with  a  mil.  If  any 
it  may  probably  be  said  with  truth,  that  churches  have  made  their  collections, 
those  who  bear  the  great  responsibility  and  have  not  forwarded  them,  it  will  be 
of  administering  the  charities  of  the  a  great  favor  if  they  will  send  them  to 
churches,  have  sorely  felt  the  burden,  the  treasurer  at  once.  As  fast  as  funds 
They  have  been  obliged  to  stand  be-  are  received  the  money  is  paid  over  to 
tween  those  painfully  needing  assist-  the  churches  whose  houses  are  finished, 
ance,  and  those  who  have  found  it  more  Nothing  is  needed  but  the  generous  and 
difBcolt  to  give  than  ever  before.  hearty  co-operation  of  all  concerned  to 
We  have  had  our  share  of  this  surt  of  cause  the  work  of  planting  churches  on 
trial.  It  is  a  great  satisfaction,  however,  permanent  foundations  to  go  prosper- 
to  be  able  to  say  that  the  last  two  or  ously  forward. 

three  months    have    brought  us    some  

ineasure  of  encouragement  and  relief.  American  College  and   EducaUon  So- 
It  has  been  encouraging  to  find  that  the  ciety. 

work  of  the  Union  has  not  been  forgotten  „       x                i^t  r«             t>  -r^    « 

u_  XV,      ,       ,       *u  A  V.        u     *  if  l^Kv*  Increase  N.  Tarbox,  D.D.,  Sec. 

oy  the  churches  that  have  heretofore  ^          ^^    «              -r^       ^ 

«_„4 ..    X  J      m,                  ..               n  James  M.  (Jordon,  Esq.,  Treas. 

contributed.    They  are  quite  generally  ^^       xr     oo  rJ          W          -d    * 

^r.A\      IX.  '          \  'X    4.-              1     ±^\,  1  Office,  No.  32  Conff.  House,  Boston, 

sending  their  contnbutions,  only  that,  ,,          '        ,           ^    ..^i.      .    I.     rr. 

n«A«-«    -1    •                              J     i-i.  Ai_  Money  may  be  sent  either  to  the  Treas- 

necessanly  in  many  cases  no  doubt,  they  .     i»    x              .    ^        r^ 

««»  ^    u          n       XI.  *     xi-  urer,  in  Boston :  or  to  Rev.  Charles 

we  much  smaller    than    the    average.  ^  J.         x^  x^    ^^  t>..  i    tt 

vffuy,  .,     .              ,               *    <*      u    •  P.  Bush,  D.D.,  89  Bible  House,  New 

nitn  the  improved  prospects  for  busi-  v    v 

ness,  there  is  good  reason  to  hope  that 

the  work  of  aiding  the  church-building  In  reply  to  our  article,  published  some 
Biovement  will  receive  a  new  impulse.  months  since  in  The  Home  Missionary, 
Nor  has  this  trying  season  of  strait-  relating  to  the  small  income  reaching  our 
«ied  resources  been  wholly  without  ad-  Treasury  from  the  Western  States,  we 
^ntages.  The  necessity,  on  the  part  of  ^a^^  received  a  letter  from  a  friend  in 
'lie  Union,  of  withholding  aid  from  the  West,  in  whose  knowledge  and  Chris- 
churches  that  have  been  asking  urgently  *^>an  candor  we  have  the  utmost  confi- 
^<>'  help,  has  (1)  made  more  apparent  dence,  and  who  very  fully  presents  the 
*he  .value— the  absolute  indispensable-  other  side  of  the  subject.  We  certainly 
ness^-of  the  assistance  which  it  is  the  ^a^e  no  wish  to  do  injustice  to  any  one, 
special  business  of  the  Union  to  afford.  Jn  our  treatment  of  this  topic,  and  we 
Jk  has  (2)  enabled  the  Union  to  reduce  '^'ll  therefore  give  the  remainder  of  our 
^^  pledges  from  an  amount  too  much  P^ge  ^^  our  friend  in  the  West, 
•^yond  the  resources  actually  in  hand,  "  In  The  Home  Missionary  for  Decem- 
^  a  comparatively  low  figure;  so  that  it  ^^r,  yon  speak  kindly  of  Wisconsin,  but 

«  ready,  with  better  times,  to  work  to  f  ^*  "^T^^l,  "'^''^  '^?'  ^^1^'^,^°.^  ^^ 

irrftaf«/-j       X  T*  1.      /ON  X,  ji  4,x.  ^^^  yoke-fellow,  Illinois,  a  little  injus- 

mer  advantage.     It  has  (8)  had  the  ^ice,  which  your  kind  recognition  of  us 

enect  of  checking  a  tendency  among  may  make  it  my  privilege  to  suggest  to 
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you  ;  and  I  am  sure  that  you  will  be  glad 
to  do  and  to  think  what  is  fair.  .... 
**  Illinois  has  242  Congregational 
churches;  Connecticut  has  295.  Dli- 
nois  churches  average  93  members ;  Con- 
necticut churches  average  197  members  ; 
that  is,  as  a  rule,  Connecticut  churches 
can  give  help  and  Illinois  churches  need 
Tielp.  .  .  .  Now  are  these  Illinois 
churches  doing  less  than  their  paVt  for 
Christian  education  ?  They  have  to  pro- 
vide for  the  present  and  the  future  of  a 
great  State.  They  have  entered  upon 
the  work  with  an  enthusiasm  of  which 
such  a  man  as  Mr.  Moody  is  an  example. 
They  have  laid  some  broad  foundations, 
not  broader,  I  think,  than  the  prospect  of 
their  field  justifies,  or  than  is  justified 
by  the  present  first  fruits.  In  your  line 
of  things,  they  have  to  show  Illinois 
College,  Knox  College,  arid  Chicago 
Seminary,  to  say  nothing  of   AVheaton 

and  tlieir  portion  in  Beloit 

I  do  not  think  they  have  gone  beyond 
what  was  their  duty  to  do  ;  nor  in  doing, 
have  they  wished  themselves  eased  and 
other  men  burdened.  For  their  great 
work,  the  Theological  Seminary,  by  far 
the  greater  part  of  the  funds  have  been 
drawn  from  the  West.  Indeed,  the  Sem- 
inary has  never  received  help  from  your 
Society  as  such.  I,  for  one,  was  glad, 
when  a  spirit  of  independence,  which 
though  honorable,  may  have  been  excess- 
ive, yielded  to  that  necessity  which  civ- 
ilizes us  all,  so  far  as  to  ask  help  of  the 
American  Education  Society  in  aid  of 
students ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  there 
is  any  disposition  to  fall  back  upon 
**  beneficiary  "  laziness.  The  Illinois  men 
want  to  do  all  they  can  do.  .  .  .  But 
their  largest  churches  are  still  staggering 
under  the  burdens  entailed  by  the  Chicago 
fire;    the  resources  of    their  Seminary 


have  been  so  crippled  that  they  have  to 
put  forth  extra  efforts  for  its  help.  All 
their  churches,  large  and  small,  have 
had  to  build  their  houses  of  worship  and 
there  own  houses,  in  this  generation,  and 
as  I  see  what  they  have  done  and  are 
doing,  while  I  am  proud  of  Connecticut, 
where  I  was  bom,  and  of  Massachusetts 
when  I  grew  up,  I  must  also  rejoice,  and 
so  must  you,  in  sucli  a  State  as  Illinois, 
to  take  up  their  work,  and  carry  it  on 
toward  the  **  South  Sea,"  where  the  char- 
ter liounds  New  England.  And  I  do  not 
think  that  upon  any  just  compara- 
tive estimate,  Illinois  is  liable  to  the 
charge  of  deficiency,  either  in  will  or  in 
work. 

"  A.S  for  the  future,  I  can  assure  you 
that  the  brethren  there  as  well  as  here, 
desire  to  be  and  to  work  in  the  best 
and  kindest  relations.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Western  Education  Society  writes 
me,  that  he  *  trusts  we  shall  now  be  able 
to  make  some  arrangement  with  the 
American  Education  Society,  honorable 
and  satisfactory  to  all  the  churches.'  I 
think  you  will  find  them  ready  to  meet 
this  matter  cordially." 

We  have  not  been  able  to  give  the 
whole  letter,  without  passing  beyond  the 
space  allotted  to  us  in  these  columns, 
but  the  parts  given  will  fairly  represent 
the  spirit  and  tenor  of  the  whole ;  and 
we  cannot  but  cordially  reciprocate  the 
sentiments  so  honestly  and  fairly  utter- 
ed. We  have  a  strong  desire  to  see  our 
whole  Congregational  field  so  organized 
and  woven  together,  in  this  department 
of  ministerial  education,  that  there  shall 
be  a  largeness,  a  dignity,  a  force  in  our 
work,  to  which  we  have  not  yet  attained. 


^\iptiintmtut$  itt  jitryunvt),  1877. 


Not  in  <)ommi$9U>n  but  year. 

Rev.  David  B.  Oraj,  Oregon  Cit^  and  Mt  Pleasant, 

Or. 
Rev.  John  W.  Brier,  Sulsnn  City,  Cal. 
Rev.  Joseph  Lanman,  Woodland,  Cal. 
Rev.  Luther  H.  Meade,  Clayton,  Cal. 
Rev.  Edward  Cleveland,  Bnrlington,  Kan. 
Rev.  B.  S.  Crosby,  Wellsville,  Beech  Jack  and  Rock 

Creek,  Kan. 
Rev.  William  T.  Ha3rward,  Independence,  E[an. 
Rev.  Frank  McConoughey,  Sterling,  Kan. 
Rev.  Elbrldge  W.  Merritt,  Rueoell  and  Hayes,  Kan. 
Rev.  Edwin  B.  Webber,  Seneca,  Kan. 
Rev.  Joffcph  Chandler,  Olencoe,  Ronnd  Grove  and 

CoUinfi,  Minn. 
Rev.  Thornton  A.  MHIb,  Maine,  St.  Olafl,  Ponune  de 

Terre  and  Pelican  Lake,  Mizm. 


Rev.  Newton  T.  Blakeslee,  Rockwell  and  Chapin. 

Iowa. 
Rev.  Oraon  0.  Dickeraon,  Qarden  Prairie,  Kelly~and 

Boon^boro,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Samuel  D.  Breed,  Kalamo,  Mich. 
Rev.  Samuel  B.  Feemster,  AUnartha  and  Korthfork, 

Mo. 

Re-c^mmitsiontd, 

Rev.  William  H.  Cross,  Riverside,  CaL 

Rev.  James  T.  Ford,  San  Bernardino,  CaL 

Rev.  Joseph  H.  Merrall,  Dutch  Flat,  CaL 

Rev.  John  T.  Wills,  Haywards,  CaL 

Rev.  Lanson  P.  NorcroHS,  Black  Uilla,  Dak. 

Rev.  Harmon  Bross,  Crete,  Neb. 

Rev.  Wallace  Bruoe,  Scribner  and  Olenooe,  Neb. 

Rev.  H.  Henry  Sallenbach,  Lincoln,  Neb. 
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fier.  ChrifltJan  F.  Yeits,  Greta  and  vicinity,  Neb. 

Bev.  AlAnHm  Bixby.  O^rwegoand  Dora,  Kan. 

Iter.  George  O.  Blake,  Iowa  Union,  PhilUpsburg, 

Long  laland  and  Plum  Credc,  Kan. 
Ber.  Charles  A.  Bichardeon,  Cottonwood  Falls,  Elm- 

dsle  and  oat-station,  Kan. 
fiinr.  Omar  J.  Shannon,  Emporia,  Kan. 
Abt.  Fredariok  M.  Tan  Slyke,  Paola  and  ont-stotion, 

Sjul 
Bar.  John  Yetter,  Sedgwick,  Kan. 
R«v.  Chaonocy  D.  Wright,  Bine  Bidge,  Petersvllle, 

Cooper's  and  Lowell,  Kan. 
Her.  Samttel  O.  Wright,  Bavaria  and  Brookville, 

Kan. 
Ber.  Geoi^  Johnson,  Sterling  and  Bnford,  Minn. 
Ber.  Harmon  B.  Tnttle,  Worthington,  Minn. 
B«r.  Frank  K.  Walcott,  Breckenridge,  Benson  and 

Wild  Rice,  Minn. 
Ber.  Oiirer  Binerson,  Elk  Biver,  Preston,  Sterling, 

Bryant  and  Ptairview,  Iowa, 
Ber.  Bran  U.  Martin,  Ogd<in,  Iowa. 
Ser.  James  D.   Mason,  Forest  Oity  and  Ellington, 

Iowa. 


Her.  Reuben  B.  Wo9d,  Clear  Lake,  Iowa. 

Bev.  Leman  N.  Barber,  Olive,  Bobinson  and  out- 
stations,  Mich. 

Bev.  John  J.  Bunnell,  Eastman ville  and  Allendale, 
Mich. 

Bev.  William  L.  Camp,  Hudsonville,  Grandville, 
Jamestown,  Lowing,  Dewey  District  and  out- 
stations,  Mich. 

Bev.  Nicholas  Neerken,  Nunioa  and  Frultport, 
Mich. 

Bev.  Porter  B .  Parrcy,  Three  Oaks,  Mich. 

Bev.  Solomon  Snider,  Coral,  Mich. 

Bev.  Bichard  R.  Davies,  Cameron  and  out-stations, 
Mo. 

Bev.  Stephen  Q.  Elliott,  Marionville,  Aurora,  Repub- 
lic aud  out-stationfi,  Mo. 

Bev.  John  Schaerer,  LaOrange  and  Midway,Mo. 

Rev.  Edward  P.  Wheeler,  Wilmette,  IlL 

Rev.  Seth  M.  Wilcox,  Lincoln,  IlL 

Rev.  Luman  P.  Rose,  East  Oiload,  Bethel  and  Orland, 
Mich. 

Rev.  Henry  M.  Daniels,  Dallas,  Texas. 

Rev.  William  James  Woodhaven,  N.  Y. 


§ttHpU  itt  gthxmx^f  187  7. 


MAINS-$S.O0. 

Jidcson,  John  McKinley,  f  1  00 

South  Berwick,  A  Friend,  1  00 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE— $188.00. 
Bedford,  B.  Nichols,  10  00 

Bristol,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Cavis,  $30;  A  Friend, 

1^,  by  S.  Cavis,  40  00 

OoDoord,   A    Friend,  by  L.    D.  Stevens,' 

Treas.,  N.  H.  M.  8.,  40  00 

A  Friend  of  Missions,  6  OU 

Kew  Hampshire,  A  Friend,  90  UO 

Wakefield,  Mrs.  a  W.  Boberts,  by)  Bev.  G. 

0.  Jenness,  10  00 

Warner,  Sarah  H.  Sargent,  3  00 

Winchester,  Asahol  L.  Jewell,  $5 ;  Mrs.  A. 

L.  Jewell,  50c.;  H.  Jewell,  60c.,  by  Mrs. 

L.  Saber,  6  00 

VIRMONT— $176.80. 
fiiattleboro,  A  Friend,  to  const.  Mrs.  E.  H. 

Emerson  a  L.  M.,  by  G.  F.  Thompson,  80  00 

C.  B.  Rice,  $30 ;  G.  L..W.,  $10,  40  00 

Castieton,  by  iiev.  E.  T.  Hooker,  87  35 

Chester,  Dr.  J.  N.  Moore,  10  00 

Lnnenburg,  W.  W.,  1  00 

St.  Johnsbury,  North,  by  E.  A.  Walker,  34  00 

Waterbury,  L.  Huichine,  85  00 

West  Townshend,  by  C.  F.  Thompson,  9  05 

^UBSACMUSBTTS— $5,919.40. 

t   SCasa.   Home  Miss.  Soc.,  by  C.   Demond, 

Treas.,  8,000  00 

Berkley,   E.    Dean,    $16;    Two   Friends, 

$10,  by  A.  £.  Dean,  35  00 

:Ea8t  Hampcon,  3ira.  E.  G.  WiUiston,  100  00 

XiSwrenoe,  Lawrence  Street,  by  Bev.   J. 

Coit,  100  00 

Xienox,  T.  Poet,  5  00 

>iorthanipton,    Edwards    Sabbath-school, 

$25;  A  Friend,  $1,  by  A.  D.  Sanders,         96  00 
^orth  Andover,  A  Friend,  40 

Petersham,  A  Friend,  40 

Sheffield,  First,  by  T.  C.  Wickwire,  8  00 

8hrewsbnr> ,  C.  V.  Newton,  60 

Bpencer,  A  Friend,  3  00 

"Ware,  Legacy  in  full  of  Orrin  Sage,  by  W. 

and  W.  S.  Hyde,  Ess.,  3,600  00 

'Warren,  by  S.  P.  Bobbins,  to  const.  W.  P. 

Canning  and  F.  E.  NichoU  L.  Ms.,  60  00 

Webster,  First,  by  D.  Perry,  to  const.  Miss 

Mary  Brown  a  L.  M.,  40  00 

West  Springfield,   Ladies*  Benev.  Assoc., 

First,  by  Mrs.  S.  A.  Bagg,  freight,  3  00 

Worcester,  A  Friend,  BO  00 

^aODB  ISLAND~$1,097.67. 

Providenoe,  Benefloeni,  by  J.  W.  Taft,  86  67 

Ceatzal,  hjlLlL  Tocrey,  941  00 


CONNECTICUT— $7,883.38. 

Beoeived  by  F.  T.  Jarman : 
Madison.  A  few  individuals,  to 
const.  W.  F.  Chittenden  and 
,      A.  A.  Dowd  L.  Ms.,  $75  00 

New    Haven,  Ch.   of   the  Be- 
deemer,  3  00 

Dwight  Place  Ch.,  A  Friend,         6  00 
Third,  16  83 

Northford,  36  76 


126  57 

3  00 

4  20 


Cheshire,  A  Friend, 

Guilford,  Third, 

Hartford,  On  account  of  Legacy  of  Lawson 

C.  Ives,  by  N.  Shipman,  Adm.,  5,566  06 

On  account  of  Legacy  of  Marinus  Lord, 
by  C.  E.  Gross,  Adm.,  1,000  00 

South,  Elizabeth,  A  Friend  of  Missions, 
by  W.  L.  Squire,  of  which  $80  to 
const.  E.  D.  Tiffany  a  L.  M.,  400  00 

Lakeville,  Mrs.  M.  H.  Williams,  10  00 

Morris,  by  Bev.  E.  Leonard,  freight,  8  00 

New  Hartford,  Sabbath-school  of  North, 

by  Rev.  F.  H.  Adams,  IS  06 

New  Haven,  Atwater  Treat,  150  00 

New  London,  L.,  10  00 

Norwich,  Second,   G.  Kinney,   by  C.   M. 

Colt,  80  00 

Oxford,  E.  N.  Buckingham,  by  S.  E.  Blair,      10  00 
Putnam,  A  Friend,  20  00 

Sharon,  I^irst,  A  Friend,  by  Bev.  A.  B. 

BuUions,  10  00 

Stamford,  George  Fox,  5  00 

Stonington,   Second,  of  which  $50  **In 

memory  of  honored  parents,^*  by  Bev, 

H.  B.  Elliot,  146  00 

Stratford,  Ladies*  Sew.  Soc.,  by  Mrs.  B. 

W.  Bunnell,  freight,  8  00 

Unionville,  James  A.  Smith,  60  00 

West  Haven,  Mrs.  E.  C.  KimbaU,  10  00 

West  Winsted,  J.  B.  Alvord,  10  00 

Second,  by  J.  Hinsdale,  161  79 

Wethersfleld,  E.  B.,  60  00 

Wilton,  mon.  con.,  by  Bev.  S.  J.  M.  Merwin,     10  00 
WinchestfY,  by  P.  A.  Bronson,  SS  66 

Winsted,  C.  H.  Blake,  $10 ;    Mrs.  M.  A. 

MltcheU,  $10,  90  00 

NEW  YOBK— $9,775.00. 

Beceived  by  Bev.  J.  C.  Holbrook,  D.  D.: 
Onondaga  Valley,  W.  Sabine,  $6  00 

SincIairviUe,  IS  00 


Albany,  First,  by  W.  Gould,  Jr., 
Auburn,  On  account  of  Legacy  of  J.  B.  Sej- 
monr,  by  H.  Woodrulf,  Ex., 


17  00 
330  03 

7,000  00 


THE  BouE  uianoNABr. 

It  or  legacy  oF  IiAwlB 


A  Prnnd,  |M]  1  Kn.  Seldco.  U ;  Nn. 

L.  M.  C,  t»;  Hn.  B.  B.  Chiptn,  «1.  EtI  00 
Foltos.  J,  0.  Olllaiiila,  to  unul.  bim  ■  L. 

U.  300  <» 

G«lii«.  L.  A.  Suktord,  B  IXI 

G11bBrt.vlllB.  rial.  A.  Wnod,  16  00 

Hopkinhni,  b;  Bsi.  H.  H.  WilLc,  10  W 


lAckpoR.  gUl'.W;  aaliDuii-Kbi>jl.  i;5, 
IV  J.  A.  *»«1,  1 

JluJluiD,  bj  RsT.  Q.  Huilr, 

llonvU,  FlnB,  tnr  L.  Uloyi'll, 

Vtw  York  CITj,  Bioulvkv  Tabrmurlt.  br 
J.  IL  Witthbdni.  In  fmtt,  of  whteh  ilW 

JlUDltuiaP.I-,  el:limla,toG<iiut  K  A^ 
klmnlLL.I>.i*10urn>mJ.  TalcflU.  u, 
a«ut.hl>ual.j).,  M 

ColUMO,  Trow™'  •(  EU>].  WIUiIbb- 

Hn.  »>rhcT,  tas;  A  Friend,  tlO;   J. 
KiHltoolt,  flU, 
How  York  Miii«,  Wd»>,  by  Bm.  T.  M. 


JTBW  J|!bSE7~«aii.tl>). 

Bltd'i  Ccri'k  nnd  fJuuanl  UtU.  Pnab.  Cb., 

bj  Rev.  A.  I-lnkcrUm, 

O". !». 

uoo 

»ott.r£  Hciu  B.  J.  Hull,  li,  EnU,  to  omit. 

IWUBMd,  W«L»h  T.jM.-riicle.'tfl.Mi'ltark 

luxiiL.  U.. 

10  w 

D™^  bJ*SU.''*A'^d^ci«''^ 

TEKHESeEE-9l(l^. 

OHIO— «7IW.D0. 
Cl=mL«).1.  A  frimd. 

18  M 

soo 

B«M  Troj    tl.HJ  ;  L.  Fif.^Ui'^  »<J!8,  by 

'"'i';;!^"  p'^i, "!!:',  fi"  <^'"'"^>  ■"'''■''  "^ 

Blyn.L.  Arl«DUi  lia^be,  bj  R.  Bl;,  to  omrt. 

Un  r.  BECbe  i.nil  A.  Beebe,  Jr.,  L.  Dl, 

BOO  0(1 

M-rictu,  Yuun(I*dl<.-Ml«.  B«.,  b,Kn^ 
A.  K.  tVOIrtt, 

KOO 

Ocnw  Jim«ki^'."i>ud  BichmcDd.  ID.,  b; 

T«llmmliie,  Uequmt  In  piLrt  0(  Fowte  F. 

Fsou,  bj^Ml-E.yum. 

H^rad.'id.n,  bj.  n.y.  J.  F««,,  '' 

Bev.  L.  Stttv, 

low 

DIDIANA— taXCO. 

llliacm  BU:  StiionvUlJ.  jo.  bj  Kei.  S. 

WW  CniBh,  LBk>  Pnlria,  Iiul.  Pmb.  Ch., 

Ppjk^r, 

bjr  B  K.  Morry,  q(  ^.hiOll  »30  trom  AbW 

)iiLkHiiiu>«o,  )T:  Rocbritcr.  gA;  WsDwrn- 

(icni^  u  L'tnut.  1.  H.  Little  t  L.  U., 

io«S  »!«,  bj  Ko».  L.  Clupp, 

SO  00 

Utu'urGcniX'to  om^  Adalii  Fned 

ShTdl.bui.  bj  Rsv.'g.  B.  111«w, 

..L,»L, 

8000 

SKHkbrldiic  b;  I(a>.  r.  UrrUteuJlUr, 

IlJJNOIB-|«S.60, 

Wiimn,  by  lUf.  (J,  K  DowJ, 

». 

A  Lad}'  FriMid, 

,  by  Hcv.  J'.  F.  Smith, 

-,  BJcr'. 
LF., 

liy  T.  W%mS^' 

>y  Rev.  B.  b'.  Wmiis, 
1  MlH.  Sue.,  Elitii^  iln 

Mra.  A.  Umwford, 
!•.  O.H- WbBjIcr. 


lIORlnD  Fint,  by  J  K  Baltd, 
F>I»D  byD  B.Itobbliii,<<irbicAi|100ta 
COIUL  Hbi   8    A.  WlUlu*  >  I^  D^  ud 


DowiigiK,  Fint,  b]>  ir.  Ulifdair. 
Hapklas.  FlrU.  by  B.  Lune. 


WiaCUN'SlX— JS|*4S 


<'  utH.  aoc,  |W  uo 


mond.  |a.Tu ;  Clarimi,  |3.tt,  by  Bar. 
T  Uak.  and  Lenon.  ICdd.,  bf  Bcr,  Q. 

nr  Fmllfi,  by  iter.  C.  Oibbs,' 
>r  Ijikr,  by  Kr.v.  H.  B.  Wwid. 
^Li<iu,>,  Clurmu,  by  Hsv.  U.  Floke. 


THK  BOICB  UIBSIOHABT. 


Wnllirop,  bj  Ka".  B.  O.  Otrpanwr, 
)01UrEJ«3T  A~-t  1  I7.M. 
IRon,  (IS.IS;  LiUwUui.1.  HW.  br  Bar. 

ll™njrlm  'Firm,  bj  Ur\.  W.  W.  MortoD. 
Bille  Pnin>  anil  lilUu  falli,  by  B«.  D. 

W.  hDwikrum. 
Bntnvnl.  Ftnl,  by  Rev.  C.  A.  Uuniuit, 
Oknmtpnt,  Jl.t*  :  DoJge  CipnUT,  *S,  bj 

Brv.  P.  MoOnkan. 
ftliai  P1UI&  Fine  1>]r  Itr*.  8.  A.  Ho«), 

HuilHitl.  bj  Itor.  w.  yu*. 
Kopii»raoii,  by  BeT.  r  ~  " 
MUcppa.  bj  F.  Pcan 


lUoDan  BBd  Nsodeibs,  (dd'l,  by  Hi'V,  S. 
iDldupa,  by  Kar.  J.  Bmaler, 

Mn.  C.  M.  Wfll'w  Ik  L,'  M.. 
BMhuiy.  t^;  Oiborn.  fS:  Bmnlr,  ChrU. 

*wc.,  •«.  by  Her.  R.  B,  y«t«, 
BtsDmliigiao  11a  fitojKL-ii,  Ij^  lt<-<.  J.  K. 

tMite  mu,  |T.7i 
Donr,  1»;  Uttte  H 
hn  iktiLC.  FlM.  by 
Jtnimi.  by  IU>.  B. .' 


JJ  ««.  VI 


Oupniui.  by  l(.i'.  A.  nub, 

Blghlvid.  e^:    WUbu,  18,  by  Bav.  7. 


Bnhqibors,  Pilgrim,  liy  B 
iiak.  by  BsT.  C.  B.  HKibm 

COlooado— a^i.io. 

tens',  by  JUn.  J.  U.  Snuti 

Rn.  P.  B.  Psrliliu, 
Ixoimciiit,  Pint,  by  Rim 

Ou.tFORN  I  A—  |3id  as. 


.U.K.  Holbimk. 


^byI..B. 


OHBOOfJ.—f  10.00. 
AllKDi.tS    Rci.H.  W.  BBattoD,  |S, 

tjisi!  ijiaroNTEaBiTOKv— S5.ii"i. 

ftmiihmtio,  bj  Be..  W.  II.  SMnit, 


sow 
n  a 


:,  Mua     UIkIor  CItcIs  of  CMlen 
Mn.M    *  j;';-^'-^^';'*-".       •! 
1 

Flnt  Ch.,  by  Hej. 


iomn  I  Ch..  bOL, 


1     -jT^^Ct     LKii™  uijhini  Ch.,  by 

in  00 

r    icv   Smtof  N-nhCb,  byMln 

H    Uff  ra.L« 

163  DO 

kLty   SUK  Cli>nubl«AMAlMC., 

k          Ito.  J    f  t,L«w.o,  bill. 

i~      ry   llmm.     «x.ndbbL.,^ 

BOW 

m.al     Ct     LuUtm    Stw.   Boc,   by 

WEB 

M     P  «.    ..(  BTO.d- 

mv6 

cy^^K         L.dJ«,  by  M.  J.  FoiiiT, 

KOOO 

Sot.  bj-  Mra. 

1*00 

..MI-          li     e     Boc.,  by  Un. 

issn 

ra  ( t  Lad  -  Sow  80c  ,  by  Mm  E. 

woo 

aynu^flrUl      M™       Lndi.'    IfcMT. 

KOfriMOh     byMrt.-'UiupA.IInBB, 

10  00 

rumum  UuL    ni  luK  WoTluH,by 

noo 

mato  u,  JUuL     Ij.i  u!   Bean.  Boo., 

l-.ABWoU.tbr  bW 

woo 

qf  M<  Mtutaehntim   Him 


It.  bj  A.  U.  BoUuHi,  U  OU 

"n.  K  O.  Pu-khBiit         »  00 

m,  41  00 


Oudbndgci,  at>»  Id  i^. 
Obmrlenuml,  Item,  m  i 

VtmcU  Buyilm  soil 
CniniulUKUn,  Wtrt, 
JJarUDontb,  Uoulb. 
Dailhun.  Firtt,  by  W. 


But. 
Xlfrton.  J.  V 


•10  00 

sou 

B«)biKli-«h(wl, 

woo 

Wlo«hw.r.  A  I*l)r. 

17  OB 

Wwowtor.AwWu-Udj, 

10  00 

Y-rnwuIh.  b>-  Rev.  J.  W.  Dodf^ 

H,..nL-  Ul«loi««y,                   ^^ 

nw 

100  00 

WW) 

lOlM 

(ODlOad  trom  Junuu?  nvclpU.  In  HhcOi  b 

.KS.  , '. •»« 

A»».ni, 

PprifiltlMil,  Cli 
L.  L.,  Jr., 


r  a.  H.  KlrWuu), 
B.  W.  DrcBd, 


JiUU,!!,    Pt*. 

lIoo.oJi!Vr.  D.11.0ebiini, 

A.  W.  P-rwr, 

Mnrliii,7,  Firat,  bf  Jnn  UMt, 

MswbuwiBn,  Ij'gtiqr  uf  lUn 

by  a  u.  Barrtli,  B... 

Ni-wton,  A  [*ij, 

KonoD,  Trio.,  Un  Wl.uEOB. 

Itttw-iBiUD,, 

Borww-l.  FlrM, 

B.pp««ll. 

Fontand.  A  Frimfl, 

K.r,".Mi  ,..'".  'i      '"','  ■!;,,!.  OM 

Boui^lui,  B.  W.  HiUiiv, 

0.  iL. 

lamton,  Trio,  (of  whlot  |7B 

jJJi;       C.iUta,b,Il^-L»I«-n»M,E«.,    BOO  00) 


UUain.  N.  B..1)r  Hn.  J.  Colby,  bunO,    ' 
iBom,  Vl_  Mri  L.  S,  l-oLUr,  OiiTel, 

nrjport,  BoUo.ULb,  Ibi,  C.   W.  Kike, 

m  bmlri.  Flnt,  by  Un.  H.  B.  Oouuia, 

iSi^x,t.i].'ii,  b;  unlf.  aNya,  bktrel,    ] 

>dy,  by  OLn.  iL  B.  BobblOB,  bvT«l, 

li'Ui.  bjy  Mn.  11 .  W.  AduD.  nro  burdi,    1 


W  lu 
SfiO 

jH  as        iHocttlii,  in  Iri-rmrt.  Winli  W.  Jacobi,  r 

'    " , ,     ,.  ...,-byA.NQrth, 

U  70    FirmUvloa,  by  Wm.  uiy, 

^  -f  Hrv.  J^l 


1.  KsUIi:  oi  Ablgtl  Tikoo,  b: 


IB  00 
UOO 
MO  00 
BOO  00 

r. 

,  8000 
7SUU 
14  SO 
E«0 
UOO 


•.J.  r.Bicbkl^K.,     3000 

lUOO 
KM 


YuungiUivii,  Wdab.  by  Kit.  J.  IC  TboDH^ 
AUcalmny  City,  r«..  Bit.  J.  AMMt, 
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200,  223,  247^  270,  295 
American  Congr^ational  Union,  18,  48, 
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Annual  Sermon  before  the  A.  H.  M. 

S.,  by  Dr.  L.  Bacon 85 
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MORE  FROM  OUR  BLACK  HILLS  MISSION. 

Under  date  of  March  16th,  Mb.  Nobcboss  writes  from  Deadwood,  as  followB : 

WaEN  men  build  a  dock  in  the  harbor,  sometimes  the  derrick  works  for  months 
^  sinking  the  piles  for  the  foundation  under  water  where  they  are  not  seen.  To 
^  stranger  no  progress  appears  to  be  made,  but  most  essential  work  is  done.  So, 
^^  my  report  shall  show  small  apparent  results,  it  may  represent  no  little  toil,  self- 
^^ial,  and  prayer,  the  fruit  of  which  may  be  gathered  in  good  time. 

THB  PROSPBCT. 

As  the  spring  advances,  the  signs  of  promise  are  very  flattering.  People  are 
^ming — miners,  adventurers,  speculators,  business  men,  professional  men ;  and  I 
^m  sorry  to  have  to  add  that  gamblers  and  roughs  will  soon  pour  in  on  us.  The 
**iiard  times"  drove  out  much  of  this  worthless  clement,  but  the  revival  of  busi- 
ness and  re-opening  of  mines  will  draw  them  back  agnin.  A  good  many  families 
have  arrived,  but  I  suppose  nothing  like  the  number  that  May,  June,  July,  and 
^uite  likely  the  entire  summer  and  early  fall  months,  will  send  to  us. 

I  hear  that  capitalists  are  coming  in,  and  that  stamp  and  smelting  mills  arc  on 
the  way.  Four  or  five  small  ones  are  already  in  operation  near  by.  A  good  deal 
of  building  is  going  on  in  all  directions,  with  dams  and  flumes  for  mining  pur- 
poses, and  there  is  activity  in  all  the  gulches  up  and  down  the  mail  line.  I  think 
Ho  doubt  can  exist  of  a  large  increase  to  our  population  before  next  winter.  San- 
^ine  ones  predict  75,000  to  100,000;  but  I  see  no  reason  why  it  may  not  be 
increased  from  20,000  to  80,000,  i,  e,,  in  the  whole  Black  Hills  country. 

THB  KINBS. 

These  are  rich  beyond  all  doubt  In  fact  I  am  becoming  more  and  more  confi- 
dent that  this  will  prove  a  rich  country  in  gold  and  silver  deposits.  You  know 
I  spoke  cautiously  at  first,  but  I  now  think  myself  safe  in  saying  that  our  mines 
are  no  "  humbug."  Still  I  sincerely  wish  that  the  actual  facts  could  be  known 
beforehand,  by  those  who  come.  In  the  best  mining  country  in  the  world  not  one 
in  10,000  will  get  great  wealth.  While  perhaps  one  out  of  every  1,000  will  get 
rich,  one  in  100  may  get  a  competence,  and  one  in  ten,  wmething.  But  nine  out 
ot  every  ten  will  lose  everything.    This  means  those  who  invest  either  time,  labor, 
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or  capital  in  mining  claims  on  their  own  account  Of  course  the  thousands  who 
come  to  work  in  mines  for  hire,  and  as  artisans  and  mechanics,  will  do  measur- 
ably well. 

A  good,  rich  country  will  create  a  large  labor  market  in  every  department  of 
industry,  so  that  of  the  success  and  growth  of  the  country  I  feel  pretty  well 
assured.  As  to  the  mine  owners,  the  same  law  of  success  and  failure  in  their  rela- 
tive proportions  will  obtain  here  as  in  all  mining  countries. 

THE    COUNTRY. 

You  cure  aware  that  Congress  has  ratified  the  treaty  which  cedes  back  the  Black 
Hills  country  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  This  means,  practically, 
that  w^c  shall  come  once  more  under  the  sway  of  civil  institutions,  courts  of  justice, 
protection,  taxes,  etc  Most  of  the  Black  Hills  proper  will  be  included  in  the 
Territory  of  Dakota,  unless  Congress  shall,  at  some  subsequent  time,  create  this 
country  into  a  Territory  by  itself.  I  can  see  some  strong  reasons  why  this  should 
be  done.  We  are  a  mining  people,  with  mining  for  our  principal  interest  This 
Dakota  is  not  So  that  if  set  off,  we  could  probably  do  better  for  ottrselvi.'S  than 
Dakota  may  feel  disposed  to  do  for  us.  It  is  a  long  way  to  Yankton,  the  seat  of 
government  It  would  make  us  more  independent,  make  capital  feel  more  secure 
in  its  investments,  etc.  On  the  other  hand,  taxes  would  be  higher.  There  was 
great  rejoicing  when  the  news  reached  us  that  we  were  once  more  **  back  in  the 
Union,"  as  we  term  it  It  means  some  better  and  swifter  means  of  striking  at  and 
punishing  lawlessness  and  crime  than  we  have  enjoyed.  Heretofore  our  municipal 
and  justices^  courts  have  been  a  farce.  It  was  hard  to  enforce  judgments,  or  to 
collect  lawful  debts.  Hence,  capital  has  been  justly  cautious  and  timid.  Disputes 
over  boundaries,  and  mining  claims,  and  city  lots  had  no  mode  of  settlement  but 
the  *'  might  makes  right "  principle.  Indeed,  I  wonder  how  we  have  got  along 
as  well  as  we  have.  We  have  paid  full  as  much  deference  to  our  really  illegal 
Mayor  and  Marshal  '*  de  facto,"  I  suppose  I  should  call  them,  as  they  could  expect 
Really  no  crime  could  be  punished,  for  all  grave  criminal  offenders  had  to  be  tried 
at  Yankton.  Permission  had  first  to  be  obtained  to  send  them  there.  This,  with 
cost  of  transportation  and  delay  and  tedium  of  getting  witnesses  there  did  practi- 
cally leave  us  without  remedy.  McCall,  who  murdered  "  Wild  Bill,"  last  summer, 
and  who  was  hung  at  Yankton  on  the  first  of  the  month,  is  the  only  criminal  oyt 
of  the  scores  here  that  has  really  been  tried  and  punished. 

Last,  but  not  least,  we  shall  soon  have  a  post-route  and  post-office,  and  quite 
likely  a  money-order  office.  How  great  a  benefit  this  will  be,  one  must  have  lived 
here  to  imagine. 

Of  our  agricultural  resources  I  can  say  but  little.  Such  crops  as  we  can  raise 
must  find  a  capital  market,  since  we  are  so  far  from  Cheyenne,  or  Sidney,  or  Fort 
Pierre.  The  Indians  very  likely  will  be  troublesome  out  in  the  valleys,  hut  I  do 
not  apprehend  any  serious  disturbance  within  the  Hills.  Most  of  the  rumors  of 
Indian  depredations  are  unfounded;  but  travel  to  and  from  the  Hills  may  l>e 
attended  with  some  risk,  next  summer.  Government  troops  are  near,  but  one  hears 
little  of  them. 

Since  the  20th  of  January,  the  weather  has  been  beautiful,  without  storm  or 
wind  throughout  the  entire  month  of  February.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  mud  of 
the  restless,  uneasy,  dirty  town,  I  should  have  said,  "  This  is  Arcadia."  Even  ill- 
tempered  March  has  behaved  very  well  for  her,  so  far.  Eight  weeks  of  serener 
sky  and  more  brilliant  sunshine,  one  will  not  have  found,  at  this  time  of  year, 
elsewhere  in  our  broad  country.  Before  that,  we  had  a  cold,  stormy,  bitter  month 
of  wintry  weather. 
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TOWNS  AND  YILLAGBS. 

Deadwood  must  hold  its  chief  position  for  a  year  to  come,  I  think.  The  mines' 
are  not  so  rich  here  as  at  Qayyille  and  Gk)ldcn  Qate ;  but  our  location  and  other 
adrantages  are  sach  that  the  travel  and  freight  will  stop  here.  We  must  not 
abandon  this  point  in  our  church  work.  For  a  month  or  two  there  may  be  a  good 
deal  of  gulch  mining  done  at  Custer,  while  high  water  lasts.  Whether  it  would 
pay  to  plant  a  church  there,  I  think  doubtful.  It  is  too  far  away  and  costs  too  much 
for  me  to  think  of  going  there,  while  I  have  no  horse.  Bear  or  Bare  Buttes  is 
about  fifteen  miles  from  here.  The  mines  are  said  to  be  rich,  and  there  is  quite  a 
little  settlement  of  stores,  saloons,  gambling-halls,  and  the  like.  Qayyille,  nearly 
two  miles  from  here  up  Deadwood  Gulch,  and  Golden  Gate,  half  a  mile  still  fur- 
ther on,  are  thriying  places,  likely  to  grow  together  and  so  become  one.  There 
are  good  mines  there,  and  they  are  sanguine  of  outstripping  us  in  population  and 
business.  They  will  grow  and  must  be  looked  after  by  us.  Crook  City  and 
Montana  City  now  promise  little,  but  the  season  has  not  fairly  opened.  Heavy 
snow-storms  will  yet  visit  us  and  impede  operations.  By  June  the  mining  season 
will  fairly  be  open.  We  shall  then  know  where  the  places  of  interest  are  likely  to 
be.  In  a  mining  country  it  is  difficult  to  predict  beforehand  **  what  a  day  will 
bring  forth."'    Battle  Creek,  twenty-five  miles  east  of  Custer,  attracts  some  notice. 

MY  WORK  IN  DEADWOOD. 

The  congregation  is  steadily  growing,  and  the  Sabbath-school  increases  in 
Interest.  I  think  we  have  all  the  indications  of  permanent  vitality.  Last  Sunday 
was  a  stormy  day,  but  nearly  every  seat  was  occupied.  Many  ladies  do  not  come, 
because  it  is  a  carpenter^s  shop,  full  of  tools,  benches,  littered  with  shavings,  and 
the  seats  are  uncomfortable.  But  I  sincerely  hope  that  we  shall  be  in  our  new 
house  a  week  from  Sunday.  A  lady  has  offered  to  put  us  up  a  suitable  room,  and 
rent  it  to  us  for  (40  a  month,  which  I  think  we  shall  have  no  trouble  in  raising. 
This  is  the  best  thing  we  can  do  now.  Money  is  close ;  we  cannot  buy  a  lot  and 
get  it  recorded,  as  there  is  no  properly  organized  city  government ;  and  then  we  do 
not  know  just  what  part  of  the  town  we  should  care  to  locate  in  next  fall,  when  we 
can  better  secure  both  lot  and  means. 

I  feel  that  we  have  made  progress  this  winter,  in  laying  a  good  foundation.  By 
my  daily  life,  visits  among  the  sick,  and  preaching  of  the  Word,  I  hope  good  seed 
has  been  sown,  that  shall  yet  spring  up  and  bear  a  plenteous  harvest  It  lias  T>een  a 
winter  of  hardships  and  many  trials,  yet  not  without  many  pleasant,  joyous  hours. 
I  am  better  for  it,  and  thank  God  for  putting  mc  here,  only  wishing  I  were  more 
earnest,  more  faithful. 

I  most  earnestly  hope  you  will  still  assist  us  to  the  extent  of  your  power.  I  do 
not  beliere  that  you  have  a  more  important  field  under  your  care  than  this  in  the 
Black  Hills.    Would  that  your  best  man  were  in  it,  instead  of  poor  me  I 


A  MISSIONARY  TRIP  IN  DAKOTA. 

BT  BEV.   8TEWABT  SHELDON,  GBNSRAL  HIS8I0NART. 

Oh  a  recent  misdonary  trip,  in  which  I  was  favored  by  good  foitune  with  the 
company  of  a  young  man,  we  were  overtaken  by  night,  and  stopped  at  a  farm- 
house far  out  on  the  prairie.  It  was  a  rude  structure,  with  kitchen,  pantry,  bed- 
rooms, sitting-rooms,  and  parior  all  in  one !  "  Can  we  stay  over  night  ?  **  we  asked 
of  the  kind  man  who  met  us  very  smilingly  at  the  door  and  f  oll>  wed  us  out  to  the 
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road.  Well,  he  would  go  in  and  ask  his  wife,  who  was  not  very  well,  and  he  hardly 
knew  whether  they  could  keep  us  or  not  In  a  minute  or  two  he  returned,  saying, 
**  Drive  in,  and  we^ll  do  the  best  we  can  by  you."  Putting  out  our  team,  we  went 
into  the  house,  where  was  the  good  wife  of  the  honest  yeoman,  with  three  little 
children,  the  eldest  three  years  of  age,  and  the  youngest  seven  weeks.  The  three- 
year-old  cared  for  the  baby  ;  now  holding  it  in  her  lap,  and  lookiiig  like  one  baby 
holding  another ;  then  rocking  it  in  the  old-fashioned  rocking-chair,  and  again 
toting  it  to  the  bunk  at  the  other  end  of  the  room.  She  handled  the  little  thing  as 
if  it  were  a  young  pup,  while  the  mother  busied  herself  with  preparing  supper  for 
us.  She  dressed  a  chicken  and  cooked  it ;  made  an  English  cherry  pie  and  baked 
it ;  and  brought  out  from  the  oven  light  hot  bread  made  from  the  flour  after  we 
entered  the  house !  All  this  she  did  in  double-quick  time,  and  we  were  soon  eating 
with  a  hearty  relish.  As  the  hour  for  sleep  came,  we  were  pointed  to  ^our  humble 
couch,  and  after  a  mutual  putting  out  of  lights,  we  retired  for  the  night,  in  one  cor- 
ner of  the  cabin,  the  family  occupying  an  opposite  corner.  If  all  parties  were  as 
tired  as  I  was,  they  were  soon  lost  in  the  realms  of  Morpheus.  But  we  were  aroused, 
after  a  little,  by  the  barking  of  dogs,  the  howl  of  the  coyote,  the  patter  of  rain  on 
the  dirt  roof,  and  by  and  by  the  dripping  down  of  water  into  our  faces. 

A  little  later  I  had  memorable  experience  of  mud  of  the  most  sticky  character. 
The  compound  was  blue  clay  mixed  with  sand,  grass  and  weeds,  so  that  the  wheels 
of  my  buggy  soon  became  one  solid  mass,  and  absolutely  refused  to  turn.  For  a 
number  of  rods  my  team  hauled  the  wagon  as  a  drag  weight,  the  wheels  being 
stationary  as  if  dead-locked.  Seeing  no  relief,  and  fearing  something  would  break, 
I  stopped,  pulled  off  my  overshoes  and  boots,  put  on  my  rubber  boots,  and  jumped 
out  to  take  a  look  at  my  mud-bound  vehicle.  But  what  could  I  do  ?  Not  a  stick, 
or  board,  or  anything  of  the  kind  was  within  reach.  I  felt  like  a  soldier  facing 
the  foe,  with  no  weapons  of  defense  save  his  own  strong  arms.  I  thought  I  would 
try  my  foot,  but  the  very  first  assault  resulted  in  pulling  off  one  of  my  boots. 
After  a  desperate  stretch  and  a  lusty  tug,  being  barely  able  to  get  hold  of  the 
straps  of  the  mired  boot,  I  pulled  it  out,  aud  took  a  step  backward,  when  off  came 
the  other  boot.  Fishing  out  this  in  like  manner,  and  tossing  them  both  into  the 
buggy,  my  only  resource  was  to  use  my  hands  and  feet,  the  latter  well  stockinged, 
the  former  bare  and  defenseless.  Clawing  and  kicking  for  a  while  with  all  the 
vigor  possible,  I  got  off  some  of  the  sticky  compound,  clim})ed  into  the  buggy, 
changed  my  socks  (for  I  happened  to  have  another  pair  in  my  satchel),  and  backed 
the  team  a  little,  in  the  hope  of  rolling  off  a  big  lump  of  clay,  partly  broken.  Just 
here  the  two  inside  tugs  of  the  harness  unhooked,  and  I  was  obliged  to  plunge 
into  the  mud  again  to  fasten  them,  nearly  losing  my  boots  a  second  time  in  the 
operation. 

Having  already  splashed  through  about  ten  miles  of  partly  frozen  water,  and 
now  begirt  with  the  very  quintessence  of  mud,  I  was  a  beautiful  specimen,  surely. 
Never  before  had  I  got  into  such  a  plight  It  was  "  perfectly  awful,"  as  young 
school-misses  would  say.  But  the  trip  resulted  in  the  organization  of  a  church  of 
eighteen  members,  in  a  township  of  500  people,  where  seven  years  before  there 
was  not  a  resident  within  a  dozen  miles.  The  people  were  mostly  sturdy  farmers, 
turning  out  to  meeting  and  Sabbath-school,  a  hundred  strong,  whenever  an  oppor- 
tunity was  given. 

There  are  diamonds  in  many  a  home  missionary  field,  that  need  only  polishing 
to  shine  with  peculiar  brightness.  See  that  man  of  splendid  physique,  with  sinews 
like  steel,  and  muscles  like  hempen  cord,  standing  six  feet  in  his  stockings,  and 
gracefully  bearing  a  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  avoirdupois.  He  looks  like  a 
king.    As  he  rests  from  his  farm  work,  while  the  tea  is  in  preparation,  the  flute  or 
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the  organ  is  as  much  under  his  control  as  was  the  plow  or  the  reaper  that  he  has 
ixui  left  in  the  field.  He  is  the  life  of  the  social  circle,  and  not  a  child  even 
escapes  his  notice.  Me  leads  the  prayer-meeting  in  the  absence  of  a  minister,  and 
is  the  soal  of  the  Sabbath-school.  Were  he  in  the  populous  city,  he  would  be 
foremost  there  as  well  You  say,  in  all  justice,  he  was  bom  to  lead.  His  children 
are  rery  like  him.  That  daughter  of  fifteen  years  can  herd  and  drive  cattle 
almost  equal  to  a  Texan  on  his  wild  mustang.  She  can  mount  and  ride  a  horse 
that  many  a  man  would  feel  was  more  than  a  match  for  him.  See  her  on  that 
little  Froach  roan,  that  bit  and  reins  utterly  fail  to  hold  in  check  t  She  goes  like 
the  wind.  Just  twelve  minutes,  by  the  watch,  and  she  has  taken  a  circuit  of  three 
miles,  remarking  as  she  dismounts:  '*It  was  one  of  the  best  rides  that  I  ever 
had  I "  The  next  moment  she  is  at  the  organ,  and  her  rich  deep  voice  thrills  you 
with  its  rare  melody.  '*  She  is  a  queen,  the  belle  of  the  town/*  you  would  say,  to 
see  her  at  the  parish  sociable.  She  is  active  in  the  Sabbath-school  and  at  home, 
useful  everywhere.  Fancy  work  in  the  drawing-room,  or  cuKnary  work  in  the 
kitdien,  alike  attest  her  skill.  "  Somewhat  unpolished,**  many  of  you  city  folks 
might  call  these,  yet  are  they  jewels  of  the  first  water.  And  there  are  many  like 
them,  far  out  here  at  the  front,  away  on  these  broad  prairies,  a  dozen  miles  from 
the  nearest  post-office,  where  genuine  lovers  of  nature  may  give  free  play  to  their 
emotions,  and  feel  thoroughly  at  home. 

-  Does  it  not  **  pay,"  to  bring  the  gospel  into  the  homes  and  hearts  of  such  people 
as  these,  who  are  fixing  their  own  indelible  impress  upon  these  young  farming 
communities  ?  Tears  hence,  the  contrast  in  character  between  the  cared-for  and 
the  neglected  settlements  will  show  that  these  home  missionary  efforts  were  worth 
almost  any  conceivable  outlay  of  money,  labor  and  prayer.  May  no  degree  of 
'^  hardness  of  the  times,**  no  absorption  in  other  things,  no  blindness  to  the  peril 
and  the  opportunity,  avail  to  lessen  the  noble  liberality  of  our  fellow-Christians  at 
the  East,  to  whom,  under  God,  these  new  States  and  Territories  owe  such  a  debt  of 
gratitude.  . 


CHURCH  ANNIVERSA.KY    IN  WISCONSIN. 

BY  REV.   F.  B.    DOE,    SUPERINTENDENT. 

Ok  the  22d  of  February,  the  church  in  Naw  London,  twenty-one  miles  west  of 
Appleton,  celebrated  its  twentieth  anniversary.  The  church  began  small,  in  a  new 
settlement  on  the  Wolf  river,  under  the  care  of  our  missionary.  Rev.  A.  C.  Latlirop, 
father  of  the  present  pastor,  Rev.  S.  E.  Lathrop.  His  successor  was  Rev.  Stephen 
Feet,  son  of  the  first  home  miasionary  Superintendent  in  Wisconsin.  That  was  a 
day  of  small  things.  The  church  struggled  in  the  wilderness  for  many  years. 
The  people  were  poor.  But  for  the  Home  Missionary  Society  they  would  not  have 
lived  a  week ;  or  rather  they  would  not  have  been  at  all.  I  visited  them  more  than 
once  from  Appleton,  to  help  give  them  a  resurrectL*n  unto  life.  It  was  difiicult 
to  keep  the  breath  of  life  in  them.  Now  New  London  is  a  thriving  city,  with  two 
railroads,  manufacturing  interests,  and  an  intelligent  population.  The  Congro 
gational  church  is  the  leading  one ;  has  been  self-supporting  for  several  years ; 
has  now  a  membership  of  one  hundred  and  forty,  fifty  of  whdm  were  from  the 
Sabbath-school,  and  a  fine  congregation.    Among  other  good  fruits  from  the 

planting  of  this  home  missionary  tree,  is  a  first  class  minister*s  wife,  Mrs. , 

now  laboring  in  Iowa.    Very  interesting  papers  were  read  on  the  history  and  work 
of  the  church,  and  addresses  were  made  by  your  Superintendent  and  others.    This 
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church  famished  eight  brave  soldiers  for  the  Union  army,  and  four  of  its  pastors 
were  in  the  war.  Woman's  work  in  the  church  has  a  splendid  record.  On  Friday 
we  held  a  fellowship  meeting  of  great  interest  Neighboring  ministers  and  dele- 
gates were  present  From  this  vantage  ground  they  now  start  out  with  brave 
hearts  and  brighter  hopes  for  twenty  years  to  come. 

A  young  man  in  this  New  Loudon  church  has  a  Sabbath-school  of  fifty  pupils, 
five  miles  away.  The  scholars  are  Germans  and  poor.  They  have  neither  books 
nor  papers.  Whoever  shall  send  them  twenty  Sabbath -school  papers  in  English, 
and  ten  in  (German,  will  greatly  encourage  the  young  man  and  do  much  good. 
Tiiey  may  be  addressed  to  Rev,  S.  E.  Lathrop,  New  London,  Wisconsin.  This 
school  is  the  only  evangelical,  saving  influence  in  its  neighborhood,  and  some  of 
the  children  walk  several  miles  to  attend  it 

I  went  from  New  London  with  Rev^  O.  P.  Clinton  to  his  appointments  on  the 
following  Sabbath.  We  held  a  meeting  on  Saturday  afternoon  in  Clintonville  in 
the  new  chapel  partly  finished,  not  yet  plastered.  Sunday  morning,  Febmary 
21  st,  I  drove  eleven  miles  to  Dupont,  a  new  settlement,  and  preached  to  seventy- 
five,  in  a  shanty  called  '*  the  City  Hall.'*  When  I  told  them  that  it  was  not  certain 
that  we  could  keep  our  missionary  there,  and  furnish  them  preaching  once  every 
alternate  Sabbath,  on  account  of  the  condition  of  the  treasury,  there  were  sad 
hearts  and  earnest  pleadings.  We  have  no  church  there  yet  In  the  afternoon,  I 
preached  in  Clintonville,  and  we  gave  recognition  to  a  church  of  ten  members. 
It  was  a  glad  day  to  that  waiting  people.  Several  will  unite  at  the  next  com- 
munion. I  preached  in  the  evening  to  a  full  house,  and  two  persons  put  them- 
selves on  the  Lord's  side.  So  you  see  I  drove  twenty-two  miles  that  day,  preached 
three  times,  and  organized  a  church,  and  was  all  right  for  a  drive  of  forty-two  miles 
the  next  day,  through  the  mud.  There  is  a  mysterious  charm  about  this  heroic 
missionary  work  that  makes  one  spring  forward  at  the  very  sound  of  something 
difiicult,  and  brings  its  own  abundant  reward.  Mr.  Clinton,  the  pioneer  mission- 
ary of  Northern  Wisconsin,  who  has  borne  the  Society's  commission  more  than 
forty  years,  drives  three  hundred  miles  every  month  to  meet  his  appointments,  and 
is  rugged,  brave,  and  full  of  cheer.  He  says  he  would  not  exchange  his  mission- 
ary fields  for  the  best  city  pulpit  in  the  land.  This  kind  of  life  is  no  hardship  to 
him,  but  a  perfect  delight ;  and  he  is  always  successful.  A  self -regarding,  deli- 
cate, whimpering,  timid  home  missionary  minister  will  not  succeed,  here  nor  else- 
where. He  may  be  called,  but  he  is  not  chosen.  The  Lord  bless  all  his  faithful 
and  cheerful  missionary  servants  in  the  great  West  I 


THOSE  MISSIONARY  BOXEa 

BT    CnTBREUS. 


A  FRONTIER  missionary's  wife  communicated  to  me,  a  few  days  ago,  the  follow- 
ing interesting  experience.  I  give  it  without  note  or  comment,  trusting  it  will 
interest  your  readers  as  much  as  it  did  me : 

"  I  had  been  sick  nearly  a  year,  most  of  the  time  having  to  be  lifted  in  and  out 
of  bed,  and  was  not  allowed  to  feel  any  care;  but  how  could  I  help  thinking? 
I  knew  that  all  the  dry  goods  departments  of  the  family  were  going  to  ruin,  and 
in  a  few  weeks  we  expected  a  new-comer,  and  had  nothing  ready  for  the  dear  little 
thing.  It  did  se^m  to  me  so  desolate.  My  husband's  hands  were  so  full  with 
his  parish  and  paper,  thst  I  felt  I  could  not  trouble  him  on  the  matter,  and  so,  when 
he  was  away  on  his  duties,  my  little  twelve-year-old  girl  would  put  an  extra 


1877.  THE  HOME  MI88IONABT.  7 

fnllow  under  my  shoulders,  and  I  tried,  a  few  minutes  at  a  time,  to  stitch  some 
little  things.  One  day  my  husband  said  to  me,  '  Jennie,  how  are  we  fixed  for 
things  for  the  little  one  ?  *  Then  I  broke  down,  and  when  he  was  gone  had  a  real 
good  cry. 

*'  Bat  the  good  Lord  was  caring  for  us,  and  just  at  the  right  time,  Superintendent 
Hoy — Qod  bless  him ! — had  sent  our  names  to  one  of  the  Illinois  churches,  and  we 
received  such  a  kind,  thoughtful  letter  from  the  ladies,  telling  me  that  *  they  were 
working  and  praying  for  both  mother  and  child ;  that  as  mothers  they  knew  my 
thoughts,  and  I  need  not  worry,  nor  attempt  anything  myself,  for  that  within  two 
wedcB  everything  necessary  would  be  provided ;  that  they  trusted  I  might  be  raised 
up  again  ib  my  family,  and  that  God  might  be  so  inexpressibly  good  to  me  as  again 
to  let  me  be  a  happy  mother/  Oh,  you  do  not  know  what  a  new  life  it  put  into  nie 
and  my  husband.  It  was  such  a  kind,  touching  letter,  it  broke  us  both  down,  and 
filled  us  with  such  joy.  It  was  as  good  as  when  the  angel  stood  by  PauL  I  have 
often  felt  since,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  prayers  and  kindness  of  those  Chris- 
tian sisters,  mother  and  child  would  have  passed  away.  The  change  in  me  was  so 
marked,  that  a  good  Methodist  sister,  whose  strength  had  often  sustained  me,  said, 
*  Some  one  must  have  been  praying  for  you,  you  are  so  much  better.' 

*'  In  a  little  while  the  package  came,  and  there  was  everything  nice  and  beauti- 
fol ;  they  were  good  enough  for  a  princess ;  the  dresses  and  little  flannels  so  beau- 
tifidly  embroidered,  and  the  stitching  so  carefully  done,  each  stitch  put  in  with  love 
and  thoughtfulness.  And  there  were  little  things,  even  to  the  cake  of  clear  trans- 
parent soap,  for  the  little  darling.  I  do  so  love  beautiful  things,  that  these  gave 
me  strength,  and  the  promise  of  more  to  follow,  for  the  rest  of  the  family,  so  en- 
couraged me,  that  I  passed  through  it  all,  and  Qod  gave  me  such  a  beautiful  1)oy, 
that  we  hardly  knew  whether  the  boy  set  off  the  clothes,  or  the  beautiful  garments 
the  boy.  I  was  indeed  a  proud  and  happy  mother.  As  he  grew,  that  love  of  the 
beautiful,  that  is  a  passion  in  father  and  mother,  was  fully  developed  in  the  boy. 
He  would  lie  in  the  cradle,  his  face  filled  with  delight,  when  our  little  housekee))er 
played  on  the  organ.  Stand  with  him  before  a  beautiful  picture,  he  would  stop 
crying,  and  gaze  with  a  far-off  look  in  his  grand  sea-blue  eyes.  And  when  one  of 
the  most  l^utiful  women  who  ever  lived  would  come  in  and  take  him,  he  would 
feast  himself  on  her  smile,  perfectly  entranced  with  her,  as  she  was  with  him. 

"  We  named  him  Sidney  Roy.  Our  little  six -year-old  on  Christmas  day  said, 
'Was  Jesus  bom  a  little  boy?  Was  he  beautiful  and  cute  like  our  Sidie?  Well, 
then  I  love  him,  if  he  was  like  our  little  Sid.' 

"  I  became  so  encouraged  that  my  sickness  left  me ;  gradually  I  grew  strong — 
for  me,  was  able  to  take  partial  care  of  my  family,  and  then  came  two  barrels 
from  those  sisters,  with  clothing  for  every  member  of  the  family,  toys  for  the 
children,  with  exquisite  candies,  sweetmeats  and  luxuries,  which  the  young  people 
had  put  in,  all  showing  such  thoughtfulness.  There  was  nothing  common  or 
coarse  in  the  whole  affair ;  everything  was  tasty  and  good.  I  tell  you,  it  was  a 
joyful  time  in  that  Illinois  parsonage,  that  afternoon.  Our  little  housekeeper 
fairly  danced  for  joy,  as  she  loaded  herself  with  her  share,  saying,  *  Ma,  I  am  so 
glad  of  these,  but  more  glad  that  they  have  been  so  thoughtful  of  you  and  baby.' 
The  chore  boy,  to  express  himself,  went  out  to  the  bam  and  gave  the  old  mare  a 
good  rubbing  down,  and  a  few  extra  oats,  telling  her  all  the  time  of  his  good 
fortune.  The  eldest  boy,  who  had  always  said,  *  Wait,  mother,  till  I  am  a  man ; 
then  you  shall  have  nice  things,'  was  too  full  to  speak.  Another  boy  had  quietly 
slipped  on  a  suit :  *  Why,  Ward,  you  will  be  able  to  go  to  meeting  now ;  you  look 
like  a  gentleman.'  '  So  I  am  a  gentleman,  and  those  ladies  knew  it  when  they 
•ent  these  things ;  look  at  the  buttons.'    And  the  youngest,  having  many  things 
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marked,  said,  '  They  knew  my  name,  these  are  mine.' — ^There  was  not  mudi  sleep 
there  that  Dight. 

'*  Well,  some  time  after,  the  Lord  saw  fit  to  take  our  beautiful  boy,  that  we 
always  said  we  should  never  raise,  he  was  so  good.  I  am  afraid  we  shall  never  be 
fully  resigned  to  the  loss.  But  you  do  not  know  what  a  gratification  and  conso- 
lation it  was  to  us,  that  the  dear  little  limbs  had  been  clothed  in  those  beautiful 
garments,  and  through  the  kiudness  of  those  dear  Christian  sisters  he  had  never 
needed  any  good  thing,  but  had  been  abundantly  supplied. 

^*  And  you  cannot  tell  how,  through  their  ministrations  to  our  darling  boy,  they 
have  become  a  part  and  parcel  of  our  lives,  and  are  so  near  and  dear  to  us.  We 
thank  God,  who  had  promised  us  a  hundred-fold  of  friends  in  this  life*,  for  these 
dear  sisters ;  we  are  always  talking  about  them  and  their  families,  praying  for 
them,  and  blessing  them.  I  am  sure  that  to  them,  under  God,  I  owe  my  life.  I 
am  fully  assured  that  his  blessing  will  attend  them  and  their  children's  children 
for  their  kindness  to  me  and  mine.'' 


^ififimu^    §nU\\i^t)xtt. 


CALIFORNIA, 
ifef.  TT.  C,  MerHtt,  Saratoga, 

IN  THB  NEW  nOUSB. 

'  Our  house  of  worship  is  complete,  and 
wc  are  occupying  it.  We  meet  this  evcn- 
in£j  to  present  vouchers  for  paid-up 
debts,  and  pass  the  necessary  votes  to  get 
from  the  "  Union  "  the  promised  aid  to 
pay  the  last  bills.  There  is  only  one 
thing  I  regret :  that  in  our  poverty  we  had 
to  transfer  our  old  seats  from  the  hall, 
which  are  not  in  harmony  with  the  finish 
of  our  beautiful  house.  However,  our 
ladies  will  not  rest  till  they  supply  new 
seats,  without  debt.  I  must  mention 
some  of  their  achievements.  At  the 
€tate  election,  they  borrowed  the  use  of 
a  vacant  house,  and  prepared  meals  for 
which  every  one  was  glad  to  pay  fifty 
cents.  The  ladies  gave  the  material  and 
work ;  one  judge  and  one  clerk  of  the 
election  gave  their  "  per  diem,"  six  dol- 
lars each,  and  more  than  $84  were  netted. 
Another  clerk  of  the  election  gave  his 
day's  wages  towards  buying  chandeliers, 
costing  over  $30,  for  which  he  collected 
the  money  to  pay  in  full.  So  we  have 
light.  Then,  after  toiling  for  many 
months,  the  ladies  held  a  fair  that  real- 
ized about  $275.  And  now  we  have  a 
church,  an  organ,  a  clock,  two  chande- 


liers, and  a  stove ;  and  the  $500  promised 
from  the  "  Union  "  will  clear  us  entirely 
of  debt  The  cost  will  probably  foot  up 
about  $2,500.  It  is  already  a  blessing 
to  Saratoga.  May  that  blessing  be  soon 
increased  an  hundred-fold  I 


lUv.  J,  H.  MerraUy  Dutch  FlaL 

TIMB  OF  BBFRESHING; 

I  am  greatly  encouraged  to  believe  that 
'my  next  quarterly  statement  will  be  full 
of  cheer.  Just  now  we  are  in  the  midst 
of  revival  scenes.  Sinners  are  being 
converted,  backsliders  reclaimed,  and 
church-members  quickened.  Already 
the  Lord  has  done  great  things  for  us, 
whereof  we  are  glad ;  and  it  certainly 
seems  as  though  the  times  of  refreshing 
from  his  presence  were  at  hand. 


COLORADO. 
Bet,  R,  T.  Cross  J  Colorado  Springs. 

A   FRUITFUL   QUAKTER, 

The  past  quarter  has  been  a  prosperous 
one  with  this  church.  Sixteen  persons 
united  with  us.  These  with  the  nine 
that  united  the  month  before  doubled 
the  resident  membership  in  two  months. 
Thirteen  of  the  sixteen  were  married 
people.    .    .    .    The  Presbyterian  pas- 
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tor  and  myself  worked  together  harmo- 
niously in  union  meetings,  and  about 
forty  persons  in  our  two  congregations 
were  brought  to  Christ,  or  led  to  the 
renewal  of  a  lapsed  faith.  At  our  com- 
munion, next  Sunday,  twenty-five  or 
more  will  unite  with  us,  all  but  five  on 
profession,  eight  of  them  being  from 
one  of  my  out-stations.  So  that  in  four 
months  our  resident  membership  will 
have  trebled,  and  our  actual  member- 
ship brought  from  thirty-eight  to  almost 
ninety.  For  this  we  praise  God,  who, 
though  he  brought  us  through  deep 
waters  of  afflictions  in  our  journey  here, 
last  fall,  has  comforted  us  with  that 
comfort  for  which  our  hearts  have  con- 
stantly cried  out — the  privilege  of  see- 
ing souls  converted  to  Christ,  and  the 
church  growing  strong. 

The  town  has  filled  up  rapidly,  this 
winter.  Many  tourists  and  health-seek- 
ers are  expected  during  the  summer. 
The  good  points  of  this  place  for  tour- 
ists, health-seekers,  and  others  are  these : 
an  unrivaled  climate,  grand  and  magnifi- 
cent scenery,  roads  that  are  hard  and 
smooth  the  year  through,  a  cultured, 
intelligent  people,  no  liquor  saloons, 
good  schools  and  churches,  with  living 
expenses  as  cheap  as  they  are  at  the  East 
I  never  saw  such  a  winter  as  the  last.  We 
had  day  after  day  and  week  after  week 
of  warm  sunny  weather,  with  cool,  crisp 
nights.  It  is  a  common  thing  for  me  to 
attend  Sabbath-school  and  preach  in  the 
noming,  go  out  three  Or  six  miles  to  preach 
in  the  afternoon,  attend  prayer-meeting 
and  preach  again  in  the  evening,  and 
then  go  off  twenty  miles  on  Monday  to 
preach  Monday  evening.  I  could  not 
stand  such  work  in  the  East,  though  I 
was  not  an  invalid. 


Bev.  A.  K.  Paduurd^  Greeley, 

AFTER  THE  YOUNG*  HBK. 

I  have  this  quarter  helped  to  form  a 
'^  Young  Men's  Association ''  in  Greeley, 
not  distinctively  a  ChriHian  Association. 
It  has  a  room,  open  to  all  the  people, 
supplied  with  such  magazines  as  Scrib- 
ner's,  Harper's,  and    other  monthlies; 
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such  weeklies  as  Harper's,  The  Nation, 
The  New  York  Tribune,  etc.  Other 
magazines  and  papers  are  loaned,  or 
given,  and  the  beginning  of  a  library 
has  been  made.  Conversation  is  not 
allowed  in  the  room,  but  chess  and 
draughts  are  allowed  in  a  little  room 
adjoining.  The  rooms  are  well  attended 
and  the  magazines,  papers,  and  books 
are  read.  There  are  at  some  seasons  of 
the  year  many  young  men  in  town  with 
nothing  to  occupy  them,  and  it  was 
hoped  that  these  rooms  would  help  to 
keep  them  contented  out  of  saloons.^  By 
and  by,  if  a  suitable  place  offers,  a  gym- 
nasium may  be  added,  and  we  hope  after 
a  while  there  may  be  preaching  or  other 
religious  services. 


NEBRASKA. 

JRev.  8,  C.  Dean,  Steele  City, 

FIVE  tears'   progress. 

To-day  closes  my  fifth  year  of  labor 
here  as  a  missionary.  In  looking  back 
over  those  years,  we  can  see  a  great 
advance.  The  improved  appearance  of 
the  congregation  is  wonderful ;  they 
hardly  seem  like  the  same  people.  In- 
stead of  a  rough,  noisy  little  congrega- 
tion we  have  a  large,  quiet,  and  very 
attentive  one.  The  improved  interest  in 
preaching.  Sabbath-school,  prayer-meet- 
ings, and  in  every  thing  good  is  very 
marked.  A  nice,  comfortable  house  of 
worship,  with  a  bell  and  an  organ,  has 
been  built  and  all  paid  for.  There  is  an 
increased  interest  in  foreign  and  home 
missions,  and  a  greater  desire  to  give  to 
every  benevolent  object,  though  the  peo- 
ple's power  to  give  is  very  limited.  So 
far  as  this  world's  goods  are  concerned, 
the  Lord's  hand  has  been  very  heavy 
upon  them  for  the  past  three  years. 
Grasshoppers,  drought,  chinch-bugs,  and 
other  calamities  have  nearly  ruined  their 
crops,  each  year,  aud  now  the  ground  is 
full  of  grasshoppers'  eggs  ready  to  hatch 
out,  this  spring,  as  soon  as  it  becomes 
warm  enough,  as  thick  as  the  sand  by  the 
sea-shore  for  multitude. 

With  their  utmost  exertions  the  people 
have  been  unable  to  meet  their  engage- 
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menta  to  their  miniBter,  the  put  three 
jeftn.  Some  of  them  are  nearljdiscour 
Aged;  bnt  they  have  just  taken  up  a 
sabBcription,  and  are  moikiiig  oat  an 
application  to  the  Society  for  aid  the 
coming  year.  From  that  you  will  learn 
their  prospects  and  vanta. 

KANSAS. 

Bee.  a.  Mperi,  Alnta. 

MOT  AN  "  EVANOBLIflT." 

This  has  been  a  quarter  of  great  pros- 
perity. I  held  special  lerTicea  in  Almi. 
for  three  weekB;  closed  them  with  t 
special  communion  BeasoD,  and  received 
into  the  church  fifty-three  members. 
Three  received  at  the  following  com- 
monion  made  an  iacrease-,  mostly  by 
profeaaion,  since  the  flrst  of  last  June, 
of  seventy-nine;  our  church  now  nnm- 
bers  ninety-one. 

Galled  by  the  church  in  Wabaunsee,  I 
conducted  a  three- weeks  seriesof  meetings 
for  them,  filling  my  own  appointments  on 
theBabbath.  As  the  reenit,  by  the  blessing 
of  God,  sixty-one  penons  were  received 
into  that  church,  principally  on  profes- 
sion. I  also  spent  two  weeks  with  the 
church  at  Junction  City,  but  without 
apparent  result  I  sm  next  to  hold 
meetings  with  the  cbarch  at  Louisrille, 
twenty  miles  north  of  Alma,  to  be  at 
home,  however,  on  the  Sabbath  to  fill  my 
appointments  and  care  for  my  own. 
work. 

Now,  dear  brethren,  I  know  you  did 
not  commission  me  as  an  "  evangelist," 
Kad  I  had  not  a  thought  that  the  Master 
bsa  BO  commissioned  me.  But  when  the 
earnest  appeal  for  help  comes  from  my 
brethren,  I  fear  leet  an  opportunity  to 
do  good  may  pass  by  unimproved.  So 
I  preached  may  day  for  tweWe  weeks 
of  the  fall  and  winter.  I  have  not  neg- 
lected, and  do  not  propose  to  neglect, 
my  own  important  field,  while  aiding 
my  brethren  as  much  as  in  me  lies. 

MINNESOTA. 

BfB.  L.    W.    Chaney,   itanhato. 

THE  sPtRire  m  pnisoif. 

We  have  been  co-opersting  with  the ' 

Young   Hen's   Christian    Association  in 
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daily  meetings,  which  proved  very  profi- 
table to  Christians,  and  to  numbtrs  of 
the  unconverted.  The  interest  among 
these  latter  was  somewhat  remarkable. 
It  reached  mainly  drunkards  and  crimi- 
nals. Several  men,  who  have  long  seemed 
beyond  the  reach  of  grace  by  reaaon  of 
intemperance,  give  most  encouraging 
evidence  of  conversion.  Clothed  and 
in  their  right  mind,  they  are  active  in 
Christian  effort  Two  young  men,  who 
bad  served  a  term  in  the  jail,  were  taken 
under  the  care  of  the  Y.  H.  C.  A.,  ftir- 
nistaed  with  employment,  brought  into 
the  meetings,  and  both  hopefully  con- 
verted. Sabbath  meetings  were  hdd  at 
the  jaiL  After  a  time  all  the  inmates, 
I  eleven  in  number,  were  interested.  They 
I  asked  prayers,  and  themselves  began  to 
pray.  Instead  of  profanity  and  otMcen- 
I  ity,  the  sound  of  prayer  and  song  was 
(heard.  When  the  time  for  trial  came, 
,  each  of  them  pleaded  guilty,  thus  saving 
I  a  large  expense  to  the  coonty.  Some  of 
I  them  are  now  in  State-prison,  and  hare 
I  gone  there  as  Christians.  Otheis  are  at 
jlsrge.  Some  are  still  in  jail.  The  i&- 
I  mates  of  the  jail  at  present  number  five, 
,and  they  all  take  active  part  in  the 
prayer-meetings  held  there.  Thus  we 
are  having  evidence  of  the  power  of 
God's  grace  to  lift  up  and  to  save  the 
most  debased.  And  we  are  made  to 
feci  that  nothing  is  too  hard  for  the 
Almighty. 

JOT    IK   WEOTEBI'    WOBK. 

And  now,  brethren,  let  me  tell  you  how 
much  I  love  this  missionary  work,  in 
which,  by  your  help,  I  am  engaged.  I 
spent  twenty  years  in  the  Bast,  preach- 
ing the  gospel.  I  loved  the  work  and 
enjoyed  average  success.  When  I  was 
about  removing  to  the  West,  on  account 
of  my  wife's  health,  I  wrote  to  a  former 
classmats,  then  preaching  in  a  Western 
State,  (now  at  rest  in  the  better  land), 
and  mentioned  to  him  my  intention.  In 
his  reply  he  expressed  his  regret  that  I 
should  find  such  a  change  necessary.  Re 
laid  that  the  "  beau  ideal  of  a  pastor's 
field  was  found  in  New  England,  and 


1877.                                           THE   HOME   MISSION  AST.  II 

the  farther  one  went  from  it,  the  worse  spare  beds,  I  was  able  to  fill  all  my 
it  was."  appointments,  and  to  call  on  a  good 
I  have  not  fonnd  it  so.  The  opening  number  of  families  in  five  towns.  This 
for  work  here  seems  larger  and  more  involved  the  spending  of  the  night  in 
inviting.  And  work  tells  more  power-  twenty-five  different  houses  and  in  one 
fully  in  these  new  fields  where  the  ruts  snow-bank.  In  part  of  the  field  my 
are  not  so  deep.  It  inay  be  imagination,  labor  has  been  largely  directed  to  the 
but  I  seem  in  these  changed  circum-  cultivation  of  Christian  character  in  pro- 
stances  to  have  undergone  a  change  fessors  of  religion.  For  a  generation, 
myself.  I  think  I  can  do  much  more  the  influence  of  many  of  the  older  Chris- 
and  better  work  here  than  I  could  there,  tians  has  been  very  sad.  Those  who  by 
So  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  I  have  natural  talent,  social  standing,  worldly 
accomplished  at  least  as  much  in  the  prosperity,  inherent  vigor,  and  a  relig- 
foor  years  and  a  half  of  my  service  here,  ious  profession,  should  have  been  spirit-' 
as  in  the  twenty  that  preceded  them,  ual  leaders,  have  not  only  been  destitute 
Thank  Gk>d  for  putting  me  into  the  min-  of  spirituality,  but  have  fallen  into 
istry  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  and  then  habits  dishonorable  to  Christianity,  keep- 
for  allowing  me  to  labor  In  these  virgin  ing  young  converts  aloof  from  the 
fields  of  the  West  I  church,  and  preventing  many  from  going 

to  the  sanctuary  at  all. 

IOWA.  I  ^^^  encouraged  to  notice  that  these 

Beo.  W.  M,  BrooU,  Earltnlle,  persons   seem  under  deep  conviction ; 

nroATHBRiKo  ^"*  *^  break  this  snare  of  the  devil  in 

^          .     _    .  ,  ^       .  i.   xv    Ai«-     1  which  they  are  entangled  will  require  a 

We  received  eighteen  into  the  Alirforal  ^^^^  ^^^^^      ^^^^^              ^^^^^^ 

church  on  the  18th  of  FebruaiT,  thirteen  ^^  .^  ^^^^^^  ^             ^^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

of    them  on    profession       This  makes  ^^^    ^^^^^     A  most  radical  conversion 

torty-eight  «nce  September  la^^^  .^  ^^                p        ^^^^                     ^ 

last  April,  1876,  I  received  mto  the  two  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^     ^^^^  J^ 

churchy  over  sixty.  ^^  impediment,  I  have  felt,  must  be 

The  field  here  is  for  the  most  part  *          j  •        j     *    *i.    u  -u-              * 

^      "    ,      ^  ^        ^  ,         .       ,  1.^.    ^  removed  m  order  to  the  buildinir  up  of 

hopefuL     I  have  taken,  m  addition  to      ,.  .        .         ^, ^,  .  •  , 

whVt  I  had  last  vear  Hickorv  Grove  a  *  living  strong  church  m  a  region  so  long 

What  1  nad  last  year,  uickory  wrove  a  ^^^^^^  -God-forsaken."    But  my  heart 

district  lommflT  Almoral  on  the  west,  ,.         j.    .r^         _.       urm.        ^  i^ 

,  ^     -^         *     .  ^       X  ..I.                .  clings  to  the  promise,  "  Thou  shalt  no 

and  have  an  appointment  there  once  m         ®  ,  ^  . ^^  *««,„u««  »» 

,         i  XI..  1    XI-           '11   u  more  be  termed  forsaken." 

two  weeks.     I  think  there  will  be  a  xr    ♦  «*  *\.^a^  ^«,,^«^«^  i    * 

^        •           .    J  xi_       .     xu                 ^  Most  of  those  converted  last  spnnir, 

church  organized  there  in  the  course  of  ^^            .^  irreligious  families,  are,  J 

two  yeanmf  not  sooner.  endeavoring  to  live  Christian 

Whatever  of    cood  may  be  accom-  ,.          '                ,  . 5      xr.  .,.,., . 

pushed  wUl  be  accredited  to  the  Home  '7.   Some  are  kttmg  their  bght  shme 

Missionary  Society;  for,  but  for  it  the  "»?""'«  8°°^ !  ""^  there  f  a  growing 

,           ,-1.1.         irx        J  senousnessand  interest  in  religion  among 

work  would    have  been    left  undone.  ,    ,  .,_  „««^«„«^«j                      * 

-^     ^  J  i_i       -x      -^u  ^1.     •  u    *    *  u-  several  of  the  unconverted. 
May  God  bless  it,  with  the  nchest  of  his 

blessings ! 

ILLINOIS. 

WISCONSIN.  Bev.  S.  M,    Wilcox,  Lincoln. 

Bet.  L,  Clappf  Mulcwanago,  hoice  again. 

NAME  TO  LIVE,  BUT  DEAD.  After  having  been  **  away  from  home  '* 

My  health  was  good,  during  the  winter,  for  nearly  a  year,  I  wonder  if  my  good 

and  notwithstanding  the  severe  weather,  mother  will  know  me.     Or  has  she  long 

long  journeys,  much  snow,  much  absence  since  ceased  striving  to  keep  track  of 

from   home,  and  much   experience  of  her   wandering  children.    I  sometimes 
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think  that  the  Society  will  become  tired 
of  men  who  remain  with  them  in  seem- 
ing contentment,  during  a  series  of  years. 
Bat  knowing  your  extensive  acquaintance 
in  the  West,  and  clear  knowledge  of 
the  common  history  of  our  struggling 
churches,  I  am  sure  you  understand  full 
well  why  many  of  our  good  brethren 
geek  shelter  so  long  beneath  the  wings 
of  our  good  mother. 

Doubtless  there  are  churches,  East  and 
West,  that  add  their  own  unprofitable 
weight  to  the  overburdened  Society. 
But  there  are  hundreds  of  others  to 
whom  the  timely  aid  is  the  Gk>od  Sama- 
litan^s  binding  up  of  their  wounds ;  per- 
haps rather  the  pound  of  ointment, 
poured  out  for  love  of  the  Master.  For 
I  love  to  think  of  the  missionary  socie- 
ties as  the  alabaster  box  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  How  many  a  worthy  member 
of  Christ's  body  receives  the  costly  gift. 
Alas,  that  it  should  ever  prove  to  be 
true,  that  it  is  an  anointing  the  '*  body 
to  the  burying. '^  I  trust  this  is  not  to 
be  the  case  here.  At  our  March  com- 
munion twelve  were  received  into  fellow- 
ship. They  were  of  all  ages,  from  eight- 
een to  fifty  years. 


NEW  YORK. 

Bev,  J,  D.  Stewart,  Little  VaUey. 

8ELF-8UFPORTINO. 

Arrangements  have  been  completed 
whereby  Napoli  and  this  church  are  to 
be  "yoked"  for  one  year,  and  I  com- 
mence labor  there  next  Sabbath  morn- 
ing, preaching  here  in  the  afternoon. 
The  votes  were  unanimous  for  the  meas- 
ure, and  perfect  good  feeling  prevails. 
We  shall  thus  be  able  to  release  the 
Society  entirely  after  the  expiration  of 
the  present  quarter,  and  I  shall  be  no 
longer  a  "  missionary."  I  take  it  there 
will  be  quite  a  change  in  my  feelings,  as 
I  have  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Society 
ever  since  my  entrance  into  the  ministry, 
now  nearly  six  ye&rs.  I  truly  feel  grate- 
ful for  the  encouragement  and  aid  it  has 
rendered,  and  shall  ever  feel  it  a  privilege 
as  well  as  a  duty  to  help  sustain  it  in  its 
work. 

We  added  four  to  our  membership 
on  the  fourth  of  March,  and  scvei-al  others 
expect  to  unite  at  the  next  communion. 
Besides,  in  our  meeting,  four  miles  out, 
there  have  been  twelve  or  fifteen  hope- 
ful conversions,  and  the  interest  still 
continues. 


^\%tt\Uuttnx%. 


THE  TREASURY. 

The  fears  expressed  with  our  thanks- 
givings, in  last  month's  words  under 
this  head,  prove  to  have  been  only  too 
well  grounded.  The  receipts  in  March — 
about  920,500 — ^hardly  met  the  claims 
that  came  in  during  that  month ;  and  now, 
through  the  first  week  of  April,  reports 
have  daily  poured  in,  till  they  call  for  sev- 
eral thousand  dollars,  while  the  receipts 
have  been  very  meager.  So  far  business 
circles  have  looked  in  vain  for  the  hoped- 
for  improvement,  and  that  portion  of 
our  receipts  ordinarily  derived  from  the 
more  g^eral  sources  almost  entirely  fails. 


In  times  like  these  the  Society  has  to  de- 
pend, under  God,  mainly  on  those 
churches  and  individuals  specially  inters 
ested  in  Home  Missions.  Will  such  of 
these  friends  as  can  consistently  do  so, 
so  enlarge  their  gifts  as  to  make  good 
the  deficiency  caused  by  the  temporary 
disabling  of  many  of  the  most  ardent 
supporters  of  the  cause  ? 

The  Society's  receipts  for  the  fifty-first 
financial  year  were  about  $294,000 — or 
$16,000  less  than  those  of  the  previous 
year — the  largest  ever  reported.  The 
deficiency  is  about  equally  divided 
between  the  Treasury  of  the  National 
Society  and  those  of  the  Auxiliaries. 
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In  bat  one  other  year,  the  forty-ninth, 
liaye  the  receipts  equaled  those  now  re- 
ported. This  result,  though  far  from 
what  we  wished  and  strove  for,  is  so 
much  better  than  we  feared,  as  the 
months  of  this  year  of  depression  and  dis- 
couragement dragged  slowly  along,  that 
we  find  no  room  in  our  hearts  for  other 
emotions  than  those  of  loving  gratitude 
to  the  Giver  of  all  good. 


OUR  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  WORK. 

Wb  beg  leave  to  call  the  special  atten- 
tion of  friends  of  this  new  department 
to  the  opening  article  in  the  April  num- 
ber of  The  Horns  Missionary — which  has 
also  been  widely  distributed  as  a  circu- 
lar— briefly  setting  forth  the  character 
and  methods  of  the  work.  Copies  of  it 
will  be  sent  to  any  address,  on  applica- 
tion. A  careful  reading  of  that  article 
will  answer  many  questions  of  our  Sun- 
day-school correspondents,  and  prevent 
or-  correct  misunderstandings  already 
manifest  in  some  of  their  letters. 

Let  it  be  remembered  : 

1.  That  this  Society  undertakes  only 
missionary  Sunday-school  work.  It  does 
not  propose  to  aid  schools  in  districts 
able  to  take  care  of  themselves,  whether 
in  the  West  or  East.  For  the  present,  at 
least,  it  will  doubtless  have  enough  to 
do,  should  it  confine  itself  chiefly  to  the 
schools  organized  and  cared  for  by  its 
missionaries. 

2.  The  Society^s  purpose  is  not  to 
endow  even  these  missionary  schools,  but 
to  help  them.  As  it  would  not  pauper- 
ize the  neediest  church  or  congregation 
by  supporting  its  missionary,  but  would 
encourage  and  strengthen  it  by  providing 
sach  part  of  his  salary  as  his  people  can- 
not, so  it  will  do  what  its  funds  allow 
towards  enlarging  a  library  already 
commenced,  or  beginning  one  in  a  new 
field,  that  the  people  may  add  to  it,  ac- 
cording to  their  ability. 

3.  The  Society  will  not  carry  on  this 
work  at  random.  The  Sunday-school 
department    will   be  conducted  on  the 


same  rigid  system  as  is  the  preaching  de- 
partment. While  getting  under  way,  a 
few  grants  have  been  made  on  rather 
informal  applications.  But  the  Society^s 
Superintendents  and  General  Missionaries 
are  now  all  supplied  with  blank  forms, 
calling  for  the  information  needed  for 
intelligent  action  in  regard  to  schools 
asking  aid.  A  postal  card  from  a  mis- 
sionary or  other  person  representing  a 
school,  addressed  to  the  Society^s  nearest 
Superintendent,  or  General  Missionary, 
or  to  the  office  in  New  York,  will  bring 
one  of  these  forms.  This  wiU  explain 
itself,  and  show  what  is  to  be  done  with 
it  when  filled  out.  Hereafter,  only  such 
applications  as  are  made  and  endorsed 
in  regular  form  will  be  acted  on  by  the 
Executive  Committee. 

4.  When  grants  are  voted,  they  will 
be  for  a  certain  amount  of  money^  for 
the  purchase  of  Sunday-school  literature. 
The  applicant  and  the  Congregational 
Publishing  Society  will  both  be  notified 
of  the  amount.  The  applicant  can  then 
make  out  his  order  for  books  or  papers, 
or  both,  to  the  amount  of  the  grant,  and 
address  it — not  to  the  A.  H.  M.  S.,  but  to 
the  Congregational  Publishing  Society, 
Beacon  Street,  Boston,  That  Society  will 
fill  orders  for  all  books  and  papers, 
whether  its  own  publications  or  not,  at 
prices  as  low  as  they  can  be  obtained 
elsewhere.  It  will  also  give  all  desired 
information  as  to  Sunday-school  publi- 
cations, etc. 

5.  Aided  schools  will  be  expected  to 
take  an  annual  collection  for  the  Sunday- 
school  department — ^as  do  the  aided 
churches  for  the  preaching  department 
— thus  showing  their  appreciation  of  the 
kind  remembrance  of  their  abler  friends, 
and  encouraging  further  help.  This 
collection  should  be  sent  to  Wm.  Hbnbt 
Smith,  Treasr.,  Bible  House,  New  York. 
In  making  grants,  preference  will  be 
given — except  in  cases  of  real  destitution 
— to  the  schools  that  do  something  for 
themselves  and  for  the  Society. 

6.  Those  in  charge  of  the  aided  schools 
will  be  expected,  when  so  desired,  to 
write  to  donors  of  the  Sunday-school 


14 


THE  HOME  MI88IONAST. 


May, 


f ands  Bach  facts  as  to  their  condition, 
work,  success,  prospects,  etc.,  as  are  like- 
ly to  interest  scholars  and  teachers  in 
die  giving  schools,  and  show  them  that 
their  gifts  were  well  bestowed.  And 
specially  will  superintendents,  teachers, 
missionaries,  and  other  qualified  persons 
of  either  sex,  be  relied  on  to  freely  com- 
municate to  the  Secretaries  at  the  Bible 
House,  such  facts  and  incidents  as  may 
give  interest  to  the  pages  of  The  Leaf- 
let, winning  for  it  a  welcome  in  every 
school  and  home,  and  making  it  an 
efficient  helper  in  bringing  to  the  treas- 
ury the  means  for  carrying  on  the  work. 
The  first  issue  of  The  Leaflet  will  be 
found  at  the  close  of  this  number  of 
The  Home  Misaionary,  Each  succeed- 
ing monthly  issue  will  be  bound  in  with 
the  magazine.  It  will  also  be  printed  by 
itself,  and  sent,  on  application^  in  reason- 
able numbers,  for  the  present  gratuitously, 
to  Sunday-schools  and  individuals  inter- 
ested in  the  work.  Orders  should  be 
sent  in,  at  onoe,  to  the  Bible  House. 


OUR   FIFTIETH   VOLUME. 

This  number  commences  the  fiftieth 
volume  of  The  Home  Miseionary,  If 
the  volume  shall  be  completed,  the  entire 
^Bet  will  constitute  a  library  of  rare  value 
to  one  at  all  interested  in  the  religous 
history  of  the  nation.  We  have  been 
far  less  successful  than  we  hoped  and 
expected  to  be,  in  securing  semi-centen- 
nial reminiscences  for  these  pages.  The 
fathers  tell  us :  '*  I  was  too  busy  in  making 
history  to  write  it,  or  set  down  notes  for 
the  future."  "My  memory  is  poor,  and 
I  dare  not  trust  myself  to  record  its 
testimony,"  etc,  etc.  Yet  we  have  a 
few  monograms  for  future  use;  and 
here  and  there  is  a  surviving  veteran 
who  can  look  back  over  nearly  or  quite 
all  of  the  half-century's  work  here  re- 
corded, and  in  which  he  largely  shared. 
From  one  or  more  of  these  we  hope  to 
secure  papers  setting  forth  the  contrast 
between  the  country^s  religious  condi- 
tion in  1878  and  that  in  1828,  when  the 


first  number  of  this  magazine  saw  the 
light 

We  shall  still  hold  The  Home  Mienon- 
ary  true  to  its  well  known  character  and 
aim,  as  a  faithful  mirror  of  home  mis- 
sionary life  and  work;  a  treasury  of 
facts,  a  register  of  progress  in  this  one 
line  of  things.  Those  who  come  to  its 
pages  for  this,  we  *8hall  do  our  best  to 
satisfy.  Those  who  seek  anything  else 
will  go  away  disappointed. 

Though  our  supplement.  The  Suh- 
DAT-ScHOOL  Leaflet,  is  not  designed 
for  the  amusement  of  children,  we  are 
not  without  hope  that  it  will  secure 
readers  of  the  magazine  among  the 
younger  members  of  many  households, 
and  gradually  interest  them  in  both 
branches  of  our  work.  We  shall  be 
thankful  for  any  aid  which  our  Sunday- 
school  friends  and  others  may  render  in 
wisely  enlarging  our  subscription  list,  on 
the  easy  terms  given  on  the  cover  of  the 
monthly.  The  treasury  receives  very 
little  help  from  those  who  do  not  read 
The  Home  Missionary^  while  it  proba- 
bly has  not  one  habitual  reader  who  is 
not  also  an  habitual  contributor. 


MISSIONARY  BOXES,  ETC. 

OuB  hearty  thanks  are  due,  and  are  sin- 
cerely tendered,  to  the  Ladies'  Societies 
and  individual  helpers — especially  those 
in  large-hearted  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut— whose  last  season's  work  has 
made  glad  so  many  homes.  The  month- 
ly "acknowledgments  "  in  these  pages  by 
no  means  cover  all  the  boxes  known  to 
be  sent — probably  not  three-fourths  of 
them — yet  the  forty-ninth  volume  records 
the  sending  of  more  than  500  packages, 
and  the  '*  estimated  value  "  of  the  475 
packages  of  which  the  value  is  given 
is  very  nearly  $50,000. 

As  usual,  the  Ladies'  Society  of  the 
First  Church,  New  Haven,  takes  the  lead, 
with  its  record  of  boxes  sent  to  thirteen 
families,  with  three  communion  sets,  etc., 
valued  at  $3,418.23.  Their  gifts  in  the 
twenty-five  years  of  their  history  have 
amounted   to    $57,146.48.      The    other 
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N«w  HftTBD  chnTCbM,  particnlartj  the 
Third,  Um  North,  and  the  Church  of  the 
RodMroer,  hare  done  nobly.  The  Ladies' 
Sodetf  of  the  Broadway  Tabernacle 
Church,  New  York.,  encounged  by  Dr. 
Taylor's  preaenoe  at  Dearly  erery  meeting, 
ia  itaadily  adTancing,  year  by  year.  lU 
gifts  the  part  winter  were  eighteen 
tronks  of  clothing,  which  with  caeh  do- 
nationa,  etc.,  amoanted  to  $2,818.82— 
a  gun  of  9800  orer  the  gifta  of  the  pre- 
Tioaa  year.  Of  these  cub  donationa, 
fifty  dollars  were  contributed  by  the 
Snnday-school — a  new  feature  of  thU 
work,  which  we  commend  (or  imitation. 

Many  douon  fail  to  report  the  sending 
of  botes.  Othera  aek  that  their  gifts  be 
not  published.  8o,  .unjust  comparlsone 
are  Bometimea  made  from  imperfect  data, 
and  we  suggest  that  it  may  be  well  for 
our  friends  to  lay  aside  their 
report  their  offerings,  even  thoagh  they 
may  not  equal  those  of  other  churchea, 
often  for  the  very  beat  of  reason*. 

The  annual  reports  being  mostly  in, 
BOcietiea  applying  soon  for  an  assign- 
ment of  families  for  neit  season's  work 
may  have  a  better  selection  than  th6se 
who  delay.  Their  letters  may  not  be 
iaamediately  answered  at  this  busy  time, 
but  will  be  Sled  and  attended  to,  each 
Id  ita  turn. 

Among  the  most  valuable  "  outside 
gifta"  of  the  year  have  been  these: 
From  an  American  lady  in  Berlin,  Prussia, 
money  for  the  purchase  and  distribution 
of  fifty  copies  [twenty  having  previously 
been  sent  from  the  same  source)  of  Dr. 
JoBRFH  P.  Thoufbon's  "  Lif e  of  Chrlst " 
From  A.  S.  Babnbs,  Es«j.,  of  New  York, 
fifty  copies  of  Finney's  Memoir.  And 
now  the  moils  are  carrying  to /our  hun- 
dred of  the  Western  missionaries  that 
number  of  copies  of  Dk.  Wm.  M.  Tay- 
lab's  "  Ministry  of  the  Word  " — the  gift 
of  the  author  and  a  few  friends,  iuclnd- 
ing  the  publishers,  Hesers.  A.  D.  F.  Ran- 
dolph ic  Co.  In  no  way  can  greater 
kindness  be  shown  to  the  missionaries, 
than  by  the  gift  of  good  books;  and 
tbeae  named  have  no  superiors  in  their 


THB  BOMB   laBaiONABT. 


SPIRITUAL  INVALIDS. 

"  OnR  Snnday-school  has  increaaed  in 
quantity  and  quality ;  but  the  brightest 
side  is  now  our  prayer-meeting.  If  the 
people  can  be  taught  to  work  and  to 
give,  we  may  hope  for  a  good  future. 
There  are  some  notable  exceptions  to 
what  I  am  about  to  add :  '  There  are  a  few 
names  even  in  Sardis,' etc.  The  fieojAt  do 
not  tnoa  what  work  mtan*.  They  expect 
the  minister,  his  wife,  and  the  Lord,  to 
do  everything  for  them,  while  they  do 
nothing  for  themselves.  Many  of  them 
are  spiritual  invalids.  I  believe  they 
have  experienced  the  new  birth,  but  they 
have  always  been  perambulated  and  can- 
not walk.  The  sisterhood  is  almost 
voiceless,  and  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  brotherhood  are  like  ZachAriaa — good, 
but  dumb.  As  to  giving,  there  are  but 
few — Peter,  James  and  John— who  know 
anything  about  it,  as  an  act  of  worship. 
The  weekly  collection  was  abandoned 
with  the  removal  of  my  predecessor, 
but  we  mean  to  revive  it  if  we  can,  as 
we  are  convinced  that  it  is  the  Bible 
plan  of  supporting  the  gospel.  Benevo- 
lent objecte  have  been  sadly  neglected. 
I  hope  to  teach  them  the  luxury  of 
giving." 


OIPT   PROM   THB  SOUTH. 

Thr  following  letter  from  Bev.  E.  C. 
3TICKBL,  of  Montgomery,  Alabama,  with  a 
donatjou  from  his  ohnroh  of  colored  people, 
will  interest  our  readers.  They  would 
hardly  have  looked  to  men  lately  in  bond- 
sge,  for  aid  in  aendicg  the  gospel  to  the 
ir  portions  of  onr  land :  and  yet  what 
more  appropriate  use  could  they  make  of 
portion  of  their  savmgs,  than  thns  to 
insure  the  perpetual  freedom  of  their 
oountry  ? 

'  I  have  charge  of  the  Congregational - 
church  organized  by  the  American 
aionary  Association  in  this  city  for 
the  colored  people.  It  is  the  curtom  of 
the  church  to  observe,  on  the  fint  Sab- 
bath night  of  each  month,  the  mismon- 
ary  concert.    Africa  has  claimed  speiual 
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attention,  since  Africa,  burdened  with 
her  192,000,000  souls,  is  looking  to  her 
sons  and  daughters  in  America  for  the 
gospel  of  the  Son  of  God  to  bring  in  a 
better  day  to  that  benighted  land.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  monthly  contributions  for 
missions  have  been  given,  and  still  con- 
tinue to  be  given,  through  the  Ameri- 
can Missionary  Association,  to  Africa. 

"  At  our  last  missionary  concert,  how- 
ever, I  gave  a  short  history  of  the  Amer- 
ica Home  Missionary  Society  and  its 
work.  As  a  thank-offering  to  the  East, 
the  Interior,  and  the  West,  for  their 
generous  sympathy,  and  contributions  in 
behalf  of  the  elevation  of  the  colored 
people  of  the  South,  the  little  church 
gave  the  accompanying  mite  to  the 
American  Home  Missionary  Society.  It 
gives  me  pleasure  to  send  to  your  Treas- 
ury the  offering  made  by  this  church 
largely  sustained  by  friends  in  the  North. 
The  contribution  was  small :  so  was 
that  which  the  Savior  made  memorable 
in  Mark,  12:  41-44." 


MORE,   AND    LESS    COSTLY. 

A  MI88IONABY  who  has  seen  several 
years  of  hard  seryice  at  the  front,  writes 
from  the  Pacific  slope  as  follows  : 

"  A  LOOK  into  the  treasury  often  reveals 
a  deficiency.  Why  is  it  ?  Is  it  because 
the  faithful  beneficence  of  other  days  is 
decaying?  It  may  be  that  my  little 
Western  church  has  drawn  more  heavily, 
in  proportion,  on  the  purses  of  others 
than  on  her  own,  and  discouraged  them. 
Perhaps  as  a  home  missionary  I  have 
not  fervently  and  discreetly  pressed  the 
treasury's  claims  upon  my  people.  The 
desire  and  privilege  of  helping  Gk>d  to 
answer  prayer  for  gospel  extension,  may 
have  been  choked  to  death  by  some  need- 
less indulgence.  Lord,  let  us  "have 
light,  and — ^have  it  more  abundantly," 
if  any  of  the  fault  of  these  deficiencies 
lies  at  our  Western  doors ! 

'*  My  dear  Eastern  brothers,  you  began 
these  missions,  expecting  them  in  turn  to 
begin  others,  because  you  wished  a  chan- 
nel, of  telling  expression,  for  divine  love. 


You  now  have  cheering  results.  You 
have  made  the  home  missionary  work  an 
automatic  scheme :  it  spreads  as  fire  be- 
fore the  wind.  But  to  make  rapid,  com- 
plete conquests,  we  most  still  have 
parental  backing.  If  your  literature  is 
superior,  so  is  your  beneficence ;  and  we 
must  have  the  one  as  well  as  the  other : 
that  too  as  ** 00- workers"  for  Jesus  in 
remolding  stubborn  wills. 

**  Let  the  cathedral  rise  on  the  popular 
comer.  A  $200,000  place  of — worship  t 
at  your  expense,  may  not  emulate  it  in 
every  respect.  It  may  savor  of  the 
*' scarlet  beast"  and  the  **  desolation  of 
Zion."  A  better  investment  may  he  in 
many  smaller  temples,  wherein  **  God  is 
worshiped  in  spirit  and  in  truth,"  and 
when  these  interests  are  cared  for,  if 
Jesus  needs  great  central  edifices,  he  will 
have  many  Hirams  at  the  West  to  help 
build  them,  without  distressing  mort- 
gages. Oh,  for  the  best  employment  of 
Christian  means  for  mercy's  ends  I  Let 
us  join  in  doing,  under  a  "Thou,  God, 
seest  m«,"  and  the  burdens  will  grow 
lighter  and  the  progress  swifter." 

Home  Missionabt. 


TRAIN  UP  A  TOWN. 

• 

Train  up  a  town  in  the  way  it  should 
go,  and  it  shall  not  depart  from  it  This 
is  not  Scripture,  but  it  is  as  true  as  gos- 
pel, and  we  have  ventured  to  choose 
scriptural  language,  for  we  seldom  find 
anything  better.  Anything  that  grows 
has  to  begin  right  A  crooked  stick  will 
never  make  a  strong,  straight  tree,  nor  a 
crooked,  deformed  child  a  tall  and  stal- 
wart man.  And  the  same  thing  is  true 
morally  as  physically.  Even  a  soiled 
conscience  or  life  never  can  be  pure  and 
white.  A  reformation  cannot  remove 
old  scars  and  blemishes.  Therefore: 
train  up  a  town. 

The  conditions  of  our  country  are  very 
peculiar.  Displacing  the  old  occupants, 
we  can  hardly  call  them  inhabitants — 
and  we  would  say,  in  passing,  it  were  a 
pity  we  had  not  treated  them  with  more 
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homanity  and  consideration — we  have 
really  a  new  country.  Foreign  missions, 
ail  other  missions  save  ours,  are  to  peo- 
ples already  established,  where  there  is 
a  warfare  to  be  waged  against  old  snper- 
stitiona,  religions,  or  customs;  really 
doable  work  to  perform,  to  undo  and 
then  to  do.  But  here  is  simple  work ;  as 
each  town  begins  its  life,  to  stamp  its 
character,  to  give  it  the  proper  start  in 
life.  And  here  comes  in  our  text :  Train 
up  a  town  in  the  way  it  should  go. 
There  is  no  more  promising  work; 
there  is  no  work  more  needful.  Satan 
knows  the  rule,  and  if  the  Church  do  not 
.  adopt  the  infant  town,  he  will,  and  stamp 
it  as  his  own.  It  is  an  open  question 
which  shall  stand  first — the  grog-shop, 
the  saloon,  the  gambling-house,  the  way 
of  death;  or  the  church,  the  school- 
house,  the  Sunday-school,  the  prayer- 
meeting,  the  way  of  life.  Whichever 
first  gains  footing  must,  except  by  an  al- 
most miracle,  go  on  unto  the  end. 

And,  brethren,  the  time  is  short. 
Tlusre  is,  to  be  sure,  much  land  to  be 
possessed,  but  within  the  memory  of 
many  of  us  California  was  a  mere  prom- 
ontory on  the  Pacific,  and  "  Indian  Ter- 
ritory" was  all  we  knew  west  of  the 
Mississippi.  Now  alnlost  *'a  town  a 
day  "  springs  up,  and  three  hundred  and 
sixty-five  new  ministers  a  year  were  not 
tod  many.  We  have  been  passing  through 
a  season  of  fat'eathless  anxiety,  many  of 
OS  thought,  of  periL  Never  was  so  much 
prayer,  and  it  was  partly  selfish,  for  the 
results  very  nearly  coneemed  us  alL  Gk>d 
sent  more  than  we  dared  hope  for.  We 
have  one  more  reprieve,  one  more  trial. 

Will  we  be  faithful  to  our  trust,  and 
now,  while  it  is  called  to-day,  stamp  our 
Christian  faith  on  each  new  town  as  it 
rises  ?  The  men  will  be  ready,  the  silver 
and  the  gold  are  the  Lord's,  but  he  has 
placed  them  in  our  hands  to  be' dispensed 
as  he  may  call  for  them.  No  call  was 
ever  louder  than  this.  The  very  life  of 
oar  nation  depends  upon  the  next  few 
years.  It  is  not  for  sect  or  party,  it  is 
for  truth  and  righteousness,  for  the  fear 
of  God  and  the  love  of  the  souls  of  men. 


Other  peoples  will  be  as  they  have  been 
for  hundreds  or  thousands  of  years,  but 
our  towns  are  as  children  who  shall  be 
converted  or  ruined  in  their  youth.  Also 
as  a  measure  of  economy,  political  econ- 
omy if  you  will,  it  eosti  less  to  start  them 
right. 

Therefore,  O  men,  friends.  Christian 
patriots,  NOW,  train  up  these  towns  in 
the  way  they  should  go,  and  when  they 
are  older  they  shall  not  depart  from  it 
Let  us  pray. 

Y.  X.  W. 


REV.  HARVEY  Q.  MURCH. 

BY  REV.    E.    B.   TURNER. 

Rev.  H.  G.  Murch,  of  Lamar,  Mo., 
was  one  of  your  most  indefatigable,  de- 
voted and  self-sacrificing  missionaries. 
The  quite  liberal  donations  your  Society 
has  received  from  his  field,  were,  in  good 
part,  given  by  himself.  Both  in  labors 
and  in  giving  he  was  an  example  to  the 
fiock.  No  weather  kept  him  from  his 
circuit  of  four  churches,  separated  by  a 
bleak  prairie.  In  winter  the  trip  was 
often  hazardous,  but  he  never  failed  to 
make  it.  He  was  abundant  in  pastoral 
labors,  often  taking  most  of  the  week  to 
visit  his  people,  and  was  in  the  habit  of 
holding  a  series  of  meetings  yearly  with 
each  church,  and  mostly  without  aid. 

He  was  remarkablv  successful  in 
building  houses  of  worship,  having 
built  twenty-five  for  the  Methodists  be- 
fore he  came  to  us,  and  built  two  in 
Barton  County.  He  would  not  dedicate 
a  house  in  debt,  and  has  been  known  to 
pay  the  last  fifty  dollars  himself,  that 
the  building  might  be  a  free  offering  to 
the  Lord.  Barton  County,  when  he 
came  into  it,  had  but  one  church  (Lamar), 
with  only  six  or  seven  members.  There 
was  not  a  house  of  worship  or  Sunday- 
school  in  the  county.  Now  there  are 
four  churches  with  100  members;  two 
houses  of  worship ;  285  Sunday-school 
scholars.  A  pretty  good  three  years' 
work  I  He  did  much  to  encourage  com- 
mon schools  in  the  county,  and  to  pro- 
mote  its   general   improvement       His 
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enterprige  in  erecting  those  neat  houses 
of  worship,  raising  the  money  among  a 
very  poor  people,  and  securing  the  ma- 
terial, with  no  railroad  within  thirty 
miles,  stimulated  the  people  to  make  im- 
provements upon  their  dwellings  and 
farms.  With  all  this  he  kept  up  his 
studies,  as  his  well-worn  Greek  books 
and  Bible  testify.  He  wrote  many  of 
his  sermons,  and  spent  much  time  in 
their  preparation.  No  Missouri  mis- 
sionary has  been  more  devoted,  if  more 
successful.  He  has  fallen  with  his  armor 
on,  in  the  midst  of  a  revival.  His  noble 
work  in  Barton  County  is  his  best  me- 
morial.    I    am  sorry  to   know  that  he 


leaves  his  family  poor,  with  a  debt  of 
$500  on  his  little  home. 


FIFTY-FIRST  ANNIVERSARY. 

The  Annual  Sbrmon  before  the 
American  Home  Missionary  Society  wiU 
be  preached  in  the  Broadway  Tabemade 
Church,  Sixth  avenue,  comer  of  Thirty- 
fourth  street,  New  York  City,  by  Rkt, 
Zachabt  Eddt,  D.  D.,  of  Detroit,  Mich., 
on  Sabbath  evening.  May  6th.,  at  half 
past  seven  o'clock. 

The  Fifty-first  Annual  MsBrnfa  will 
be  held  at  the  rooms  of  the  Society,  in 
the  Bible  House,  on  Wednesday  after- 
noon, May  9th,  at  four  o'clock. 


#uy  €o-0ptvntivt  H^fitittUfi. 


American  Congregational  Union. 

Rev.  Rat  Palmer,  D.D.,  Sec,  69  Bible 
House,  New  York. 

Rev.  Christopher  Cushino,  D.D.,  Sec, 
20  Congregational  House,  Boston. 

N.    A.   Calkins,   Esq.,  Treas.,  69  Bible 
House,  New  York. 

Bt  the  time  this  number  of  The  Home 
Missionary  reaches  most  of  its  readers, 
another  yearns  work  of  the  Union  will 
have  closed.  It  has  been  a  year  of  un- 
usual labor  and  solicitude.  A  single  year 
of  financial  distress  is  sure  to  be  severely 
felt  by  the  benevolent  societies  generally; 
but  when  the  pressure  continues  for  suc- 
cessive years,  with  a  new  turn  of  the  screw 
for  each,  the  difficulty  of  raising  charita- 
ble funds  of  course  increases  in  geometri- 
cal progression.  Still  the  work  of  church 
erection  has  gone  steadily  on.  The 
churches  accustomed  to  contribute  have 
shown  their  continued  interest  in  it  by 
sending  contributions,  which,  though 
smaller  in  the  average  than  usual,  have 
probably,  because  of  really  diminished 
ability,  involved  even  more  than  the  or- 


dinary sacrifices.  The  Board  has  made  it 
the  steady  aim,  through  the  last  year,  to 
redeem  its  pledges  already  mad^  to 
churches.  This  has  of  course  involved 
the  necessity  of  withholding  action  on 
most  of  the  new  applications  presented 
within  the  yeaV.  But  while  the  trus- 
tees have  regretted  the  necessity  arisijig 
from  the  state  of  the  treasury  of  check- 
ing for  the  time  the  progress  of  choich- 
building,  the  result  is  that  they  have 
been  relieving  themselves  of  a  heavy  bur- 
den which  they  had  ventured  to  assume 
in  favorable  times,  and  are  now  in  a  good 
position  to  advance  without  embarrase- 
ment  as  soon  as  prosperous  days  return. 
The  trial  of  waiting  on  a  treasury  kept 
empty,  by  constant  disbursement  in  re- 
deeming its  pledges,  of  moneys  receiv- 
ed from  the  contributing  churches,  has 
doubtless  in  many  cases  been  very  pain- 
ful ;  but  meanwhile  many  who  have  here- 
tofore been  generous  donors,  have  literal- 
ly been  suffering  themselves  the  loss  of 
all  things.  The  recollection  of  this  is 
well  fitted  to  teach  the  lesson  of  Chris- 
tian patience.  In  times  of  general  ca- 
lamity it  is  inevitable  that  all  suffer 
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'  leu  exteot. 

ing  with  it  a  better  coudidon  of  things, 
tbere  la  now  on  all  hands  a  confldent 
expoctation. 

Oar  brethren  of  other  den  omi  nations 
bsve  eneoontered  the  wme  difficulties  as 
(nmelrea;  bat  their  conriction  of  the  im- 
portanoe  of  the  work  and  their  ardor  in 
pamiiig  it  liave  not  abated.  Our  Hetho- 
diat  brethren,  as  is  ahown  bj  their  Chorch 
Sztension  Annual  for  I8T6,  are  exhibit- 
ing their  chamcteristic  energy.  We  are 
glad  to  quote  a  fe-w  senteiices  from  the 
eloquent  address  of  Re^.  J.  O.  Peek, 
D.D.,  at  their  annivenary,  on  the  infla- 
enoe  of  the  house  of  God  in  a  commu- 

"  The  house  of  Ood,  erected  anywhere, 
declares  that  the  world  belongs  to  Christ, 
and  that  his  army  is  coming.  It  means 
ttrength,  purpose,  and  permanence.  It 
•werta  Christianity  and  menaces  sin;  and 
when  we  count  up  hundreds  of  these 
dtadels  built  every  year,  on  the  ontpOBts, 
■long  the  boundaries  of  opening  empires, 
and  at  the  centers  of  new  populations, 
we  attain  an  enlarged  and  juster  concep- 
tion of  the  progress  and  entrenchment  of 
Christianity  in  the  Republic.  For  every 
chnrch  means  a  center  of  moml  influence, 
of  better  civilization,  of  national  prosper- 
ity. Law  and  order  are  promoted, 
life  is  more  aecure.  Property  appreci- 
ates. Society  is  elevated.  Intelligence 
increasea  and  education  ttirives.  The 
r^hts  of  mankind  are  more  justly  recog- 
nieed  and  maintained.  Home  is  enno- 
bled and  emparadised.  Innocence  is  pro- 
tected and  helplessness  surrounded  by 
bnlwarks.  Temperance  is  re-enforced, 
philanthropy  inspired,  and  benevolence 
quickened.  Vice  is  exposed  and  crime 
punished.  The  individual  is  enfran- 
diiaed  in  higher  manhood,  and  the  com- 
moDwaalth  is  environed  with  new  se- 

What  work  is  more  worthy  of  the 
steady  snpport  of  onr  pastors  and  charch- 
ea  than  this  of  establishing  anch  centers 
of  healthful  influence  over  all  our  land) 
May  we  not  rely  upon  this  steady  sup- 
port, i/ear  by  year  ?  And  are  there  not 
friendaof  the  Union,  even  in  these  pinch- 
ing times,  so  proepered  that  they  can 
make  a  special  offering ! 


Amwiean  OoOag*  and  BdnoatloB  80- 

Rkt.  IhgrkaskN.  Tabboz,  D.D.,  Bee. 
Jakes  H.  Qobdoh,  Esq.,  Treas. 

Office,  No.  83  Cong.  House,  Boston. 
Hone;  may  be  sent  either  to  the  Treas- 
urer, in  Boston ;  or  to  Rev.  Coablbb 
P.  BusB,  D.D.,  89  Bible  House,  New 
Toit 

In  the  recent  report  of  President 
Charles  W.  Bliot,  of  Harvard  College,  for 
the  college  year  IB75--6,  he  takes  up, 
quite  at  length,  the  subject  of  beneficiary 
aid  to  students.  We  have  not  room,  in 
the  space  here  allotted  us,  to  enter  into 
any  extended  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, but  we  give  a  few  suggestive  sen- 
tences from  his  report: 

"  To  help  young  men  of  sbility  to  an 
education,  when  their  famUies  are  not 
able  to  help  them,  seems  a  peculiarly 
judicious  and  useful  charity ;  but  it  is  a 
charitytheadministration  of  which  is  full 
of  difflcnlties.  The  University  or  the 
I  Education  Society  which  gives  money 
-to  poor  young  men,  must  act  without 
'the  safeguard  of  that  mutual  natural  af- 
fection which,  in  moat  cases,  makes 
harmless  the  dependence  of  a  son  upon 
his  parents:  it  cannot  get  that  hold  upon 
its  beneficiaries  which  parents  have, 
whose  children  know  that  their  own  ad- 
vantages have  been  procured  for  them 
by  their  parents'  thoughtful ness,  labor, 
and  Belf-deuial ;  yet  it  ought  to  avoid 
impairing  the  self-respect  and  self-reli- 
ance of  the  youth  whom  it  assiats,  and 
it  should  never  hold  up  money  as  an  ap- 
propriate reward  for  scholarship.  Now, 
if  self-respect  and  self-reliance  were 
never  impaired  by  the  receipt  of  bene- 
ficiary and  scholarship  money,  and  if  the 
young  men  thus  aided  had  on  the  aver- 
age achieved  a  moderate  success  in  after- 
life, it  would  seem  reasonable  to  ex- 
pect that  a  considerable  proportion — as, 
for  instance,  one-balf  or  one-third — of 
the  money  lent  or  given  should  be  re- 
paid, though  perhaps  without  interest, 
'within  a  few  yeais  after  the  recipients 

leave  the  University 

I  This  general  method  of  bringing  up 
ministers  is  cot  peculiar  to  any  sect  or  to 
any  country,  bnt  is  common  to  all  sects 
and  to  all  Christian  countries,  and  hss 
been  followed  in  some  degree  for  many 
generations,  although  among  the  Protes- 
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tant  sects  of  the  United  States  the  method 
has  been  much  amplified  during  the  past 
forty  years.  The  question  is  therefore 
a  fair  one :  Has  the  success  of  this  bene- 
ficiary method  in  clerical  education  been 
such  as  to  encourage  the  extension  of  the 
method  to  other  departments  of  educa- 
tion." 

It  is  often  true,  in  this  world,  that  a 
man^s  ideals  are  far  higher  than  anything 
which  can  be  actually  attained,  whatever 
methods  may  be  adopted.  But  we 
should  say  that  the  experience  of  the 
Education  Society,  now  for  sixty  years, 
in  helping  young  men  into  the  ministry 
by  charitable  assistance,  has  been,  on  the 
whole,  gratifying  and  reasonably  satisfac- 
tory. We  say  helping  ;  for  it  has  always 
been  a  prominent  idea  in  this  organiza- 
tion to  assist  men  to  assist  themselves. 
And  if  the  question  should  be  put  as 
follows :  Would  the  American  churches 
have  had  better  and  abler  ministers,  if 
the  candidates  had  come  wholly  from 
that  class  not  needing  or  requiring  any 
such  assistance  ?  We  think  that  we  are 
entirely  ready  to  answer  in  the  negative. 
The  aid  given  to  the  young  men  under 
the  care  of  this  Society  is  not  given  as  a 
reward  for  scholarship,  but,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  is  an  almost  universal  rule 
that  the  young  men  we   assist    are  far 


above  the  average  grades  of  scholardiip 
in  the  various  institutionB  where  they 
study. 

Our  rule,  now,  does  not  require  the 
young  men  to  pay  back  the  money  they 
receive.  They  take  the  money  as  a  gra- 
tuity, and  not  as  a  loan.  The  Society 
adopted  this  rule,  because  it  was  seen 
how  well-nigh  impossible  it  is  for  a  man 
in  the  ministry,  on  the  average  salaries 
paid  in  this  country,  to  do  much  more 
than  support  his  family  even  in  a  moder- 
ate and  economical  way.  The  Society 
did  not  wish  to  burden  such  a  man  with 
the  sense  of  an  unpaid  debt,  ^and  so 
adopted  the  gratuity  system.  But  money 
is  paid  back,  every  year,  from  some  of 
these  very  men ;  not  in  large  sums,  and 
not  probably  from  all  who  might  pay, 
but  in  the  total  it  amounts  to  consider- 
able. There  is  certainly  room  for  a  laige 
presentation  of  this  side  of  the  argument. 
Harvard  College  has  a  larger  posse^on 
of  these  beneficiary  fimds,  probably,  than 
any  other  institution  in  the  country,  and 
we  will  not  say  that  the  fruits  of  the  sys- 
tem are  not  as  good  there  as  they  would 
be  anywhere.  But  many  considerations 
must  enter  into  the  argument  before  we 
can  be  sure  that  we  have  reached  the 
point  of  highest  wisdom. 


^^^(iixkXmtxkXi  in  pavidt,  1877. 


ifot  <n  oommiuUm  Uut  vmt. 

Ber.  WUlimm   T.  Hialey,    OopperopoUs,    Morphy^s, 

Doofflass  and  Angers  Gamp,  Cal. 
Ber.  Pvter  Stickles,  Vienna  and  yicinitj,  Kan. 
Bev.  Jodah  Bearddey,  Sun  Prairie,  Token  Creek, 

Bnrrington  and  Bnrke,  Wis. 
Bev.  Thomas  6.  Fearoe,  Two  Riyers,  Wis. 
Bev.  Albert  A.  Safford,  Kewannee,  Wis. 
Ber.  B.  L.  Hill,  Marsbfleld,  Mo. 
Bev.  Hiram  H.  Waite.  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 
Bev.  Oeorge  Strasentmigh,  Henrietta,  N.  Y. 
Bev.  Christopher  S.  Vincent,  Sinclsirville,  N.  Y. 
Bev.  William  D.  Williams,  Otto,  N.  Y. 

Bev.  Roswell  Graves,  Little  Shasta  and  Batteville, 

OaL 
Bev.  Adam  L.  Bankin,  Tulare,  Cal. 
Bev.  Bdward  B.  Tnthill,  Martinez  and  Paoheco,  Cal. 
Bev.  Samuel  C.  Dean,  Steele  City  and  Joy  Creek 

Station,  Xeb. 


Bev.  Amos  Dresser,  Butler  Ca,  Summit,  DaTld  Ollgr. 

Savannah  and  Perkins  school-house.  Neb. 
Bev.  WiUiam  Sl&ss,  Buda  Flat,  Olive  Branch  and  oat- 

station.  Neb. 
Bev.  Charles  A.  Wood,  Beaver  Orosfiing  ai^d  ont«ta- 

tlons.  Neb. 
Bev.  Samuel  DUley,  Bene  Center,  Lincoln,  RrneialT 

and  Langdon,  Kan. 
Bev.  B.  M.  Gerald,  Kirwin,  Bow  Creek  and  Gaylocd. 

Kan. 
Bev.  Perley  M.  Griffin,  Parsons,  Kan. 
Bev.  David  C.  MoNalr,  Blue  Bapidii,  Bdinboravgh 

and  Thompson's.  Kuu 
Bev.  Edward  A.  Mirick,  Neodesha  and  Altoona,  Kaa. 
Bev.  Luther  H.  Piatt,  Western  Park  and  CUiuuc, 

Kan. 
Bev.  Alfred  Morse,  Nevada  and  Bose  Credc,  MIbb. 
Bev.  Frank  N.  Waloott,  Benson  and  Breckenridge, 

Minn. 
Bev.  Asa  S.  Blliott,  Cincinnati,  Mt.  Hqpe,  Monterey 

and  Caldwell,  Iowa. 
Bev.  Samuel  Jones,  Gomer,  Iowa. 
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Ber.  John  W.  Hargnye,  Markeaui,  Wis. 

Bcnr.  Albarom  Kidder,  Dnnuid,  Wis. 

BflT.  William  B.  ^niliamt,  Mondori  and  SUver  Nail, 

Wis. 
Ber.  Bdwin  Booth,  HndionTille  and  Lowing  Sohool- 

honae,  Mich. 
Ber.  Qcorge  Oandee,  Carton  City,  lOch. 
B«T.  '^^Uam  Piatt,  Maple  Bapidt,  Fulton  and  Bvtz, 

Mich. 
Bar.  BIkha  P.  Falea,  Carthage,  Mo. 


BeT.  George  M.  Jonee,  New  Cambria  and  Valley,  Mo. 

Bev.  John  B.  Wheeler,  Bt.  Lonls,  Mo. 

Bev.  WiUiam  B.  Butcher,  Hinsdale,  III. 

Ber.  George  Schloeser,  Ashknm,  III. 

Bev.  Pliny  P.  Warner,  Mattoon,  111. 

Bev.  James  W.  West,  Crescent  and  out-stations.  111. 

Bev.  J.  Vincent  Willis,  Ghenoa,  ni. 

Bev.  James  M.  Van  Wagner,  Paris,  Texas. 

Bev.  David  Jones,  BlchviUe,  N.  Y. 

Bev.  D.  F.  Williams,  Schroon  Lake,  N.  Y. 


§ttti^U  in  payicb,  i87  7. 

Tbe  foOowlng  statement  indudee  the  amounts  paid  directly  into  the  Treasury,  together  with  those  re- 
ported by  Auxiliaries,  as  expended  in  their  fields  during  the  last  Missionary  year. 
The  snms  expended  by  Auxiliaries  within  their  bounds  are  marked  (*). 


MAINB— #21.40. 

Maine  Mlsrionary  Society,  ^  #18,963  IS 

Bast  Machiaa.  A  Friend,  4  4U 

Fknnington,  First,  by  Bev.  O.  W.  Bogers,       17  00 

VBW  HAMP8HIBB— #12.00. 


New  Hampehire  Miraionary  Society, 
Al«tead,  M.  W.  Bryant, 
Novth  Hampton,  B.  Gove, 


<  9,890  24 

2  00 

10  00 


TKBMONT— #1,281.00. 

Vermont  Dom.  Missionary  Society,  ^  8,880  46 

Bntland,  On  account  of  Legacy  of  Alvin 

Tenney,  by  J.  B.  Page,  225  00 

Springfield.  F.  Parks,  200  00 

Swanton,  Mrs.  Elixa  Stone,  by  Harriet  M. 

atone.  6  00 

Tbetford,  On  account  of  Legacy  of  Miss 

Bunice  White,  by  8.  Fletcher,  Ex.,  dOO  00 

MASBACMUSBTTS— #2,960.90. 

Mass.  Home  MlMdonary  Society        •      «  26,192  17 

Mass.  Home  Miss.  Society,  by  C.  Demond, 
Treas..  2,000  00 

Boston,  Legacy  of  Miss  Eliza  A.  Vinton,  by 
B.  G.  Living,  Bx.,  100  00 

W.  L.  Greene  ii  Co..  10  40 

East  Hampton,  ''  Little  Morris's  birthday 
gifts,''  6  25 

Lawrence,  Lawrence  Street,  by  Bev.   J. 

Colt,  100  00 

B.  E.  P.,  in  full,  to  const.  Miss  Charlotte 
A.  Allen  a  L.  M.,  20  00 

Btockbridge,  by  S.  P.  lincohi,  24  25 


BHODE  ISLAND— #16.00. 

Bhode  Island  Home  Miss.  Society, 
Little  Compton,  J.  B.  Bichmond, 
Providence,  Mrs.  W.  Corp, 

CONNECTICUT— #2,275.88. 


•  2,991  36 

10  00 
6  00 


Connecticut  Home  Missionary  Society,    *  16,466  81 


Birmingham,  G.  W.  Shelton, 
Brooklyn,  First  Trin.,  by  B.  Bobinson, 
Cheshire,  by  A.  S.  Baldwin, 
Greenwich,  Miss  Amanda  L.  Mead, 
Oroton,  by  W.  P.  Harris,  to  const.  Mrs. 
Sarah  H.  Avery  and  Mrs.  M.  W.  Brown 
L.  Ms., 
Hartford,  A  Friend, 
Harwinton,  Mrs.  B.  0.  Loomis, 
Milford,  First,  by  E.  B.  Piatt, 
New  Haven,  College  Street,  by  A.  Town- 
send, 

Legacy  of  Mrs.  Bmilie  L.  Bennett,  by  J. 
W.  Bennett, 


20  00 
48  00 
65  66 
10  00 


85  22 

100  00 

6  00 

190  00 

90  00 

87  05 


Mrs.   Mary    L.    Skinner,  by  Prof.   T. 
Dwight,  #1 

New  London,  A  Friend, 
Legacy  of  Mrs.  Lydia  Learned,  by  E. 
Learned,  Ex., 

Norwich,  Second,  G.  Kinnqr,  addM,  by 
Bev.  W.  B.  Palmer, 

S.  C.  Minor,  to  const.  Miss  Julia  A.  Minor 
aL.M., 

Sharon,  A  Friend, 

South  Coventry,  J.  S.  Morgan, 

Warren,  First  EccL  Soc.,  by  O.  Swift, 

Waterbury,  A  Friend,  to  const  Mn.  C. 
Fabrique,  Mis8  Alice  B.  Carter,  Miss  Cor- 
nelia Andrews  L.  Ms., 

WUton,  add'l,  by  Bev.  S.  J.  M.  Merwin, 

Winsted,  E.  E.  Oilman, 


,000  00 
200 

465  00 

80  00 

80  00 

10  00 

500 

42  00 


100  00 

5  00 

10  00 


NBW  YOBK— #7,584.61. 

Beccived  by  Bev.  J.  C.  Holbrook : 
Churchill, 
Spenoerport, 


•  #S7  79 
21  00 


48  79 
21  6( 


566  86 

16  58 

10  00 

5  00 

300 

162  91 

6  00 

300 

Berkshire,  First,  by  6.  L.  Ball, 

Brooklyn,  Plymouth,  by  8.  V.  White,  to 
const.  T.  G.  Shearman  and  Miss  Minnie 
StndweU  L.  Ms. ;  of  wh.  #600  from  the 
two  daughters  of  R.  R.  Graves,  dec.,        1,412  82 
Church  of  the  Pilgrims,  by  B.  T.  Phelps, 
of  wh.  from  Misses  Thurston,  f  100 ;  W. 
H.  Swan,  #50 ;   S.  Trask,  #40 ;  W.  F. 
Merrill,  #25, 
Puntan,  by  W.  F.  Grant, 
G.  P.  Clark, 

CatKkiU,  Mta.  C.  T.  Prentice, 

Evans,  First,  by  Rev.  C.  W.  Drake, 

Homer,  by  S.  C.  Webb, 

Keene  Flats,  Upper  Jay  and  Wilmington, 
by  Rev.  T.  Watson, 

Little  Valley,  First,  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Stewart, 

New  York  City,  Legacy  of  Mrtk.  A.  F.  Bar- 
ney, by  B.  B.  Qumee  and  L.  L.  Barney, 
Exs.,  6,000  00 

Broadway  Tabernacle,  add'l,  A.  C.  Arm- 
strong, #25 ;  Dr.  E.  A.  Lambert,  #25 ; 
J.  M.  Jones,  #10, 
Prof.  B.  N.  Martin,  D.D.,  #20 ;   W.  C. 
Htmter,  #6, 

Norfolk,  First,  by  Rev.  G.  B.  Rowley, 

North  Walton,  by  Rev.  W.  W.  Curtis, 

Norwich,  by  J.  Hammond,  to  const.  Hatde 
P.  Hewitt  a  L.  M., 

Pekin,  Miss  Abigail  Peck, 

Plattsburg,  Lucius  Waldo, 

Union  FaUs,  F.  £.  Duncan,  #6;  Mrs.  F. 
D.  Duncan,  #6 ;  Miss  M.  B.  Duncan,  #6, 

Walton,  First,  by  G.  W.  Fitch, 


60  00 

25  00 
14  00 
18  12 

84  11 
50  00 
10  00 

18  00 
66  92 
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NKW  JXRSBT— |1.10l>.0a. 

L.C.Vi;  UimF.VBad. 
io>?  Stmt,  by  Bev,  It  B. 


NinrtlEld.  Flrnt.  bj  Rb. 
VloelaDd,  Ptlgrlin,  bf 
WcHxl  bridge,  [^cg»py  Dl 


tENK  6«,V4!JU-|l».60. 
Aiiilenriwi,  Wpliih,  bjEei,  J.  B 
Dnidf '«  B--n,l,  Ktlfh,  bjl  B«T. 


IMDUNA— •».% 

CnwIoiTlnlU^  Oilab  MOli, 
CUT,  bf  BaT.  L.  WIlBn, 


~  1,000  M 


iLLiNOia-iisa.w, 

A^hkuiD.  by  Ret .  f].  SchloMM, 

GOO 

Cirwual,  bf  Her.  J.  W.  Wwt. 

8» 

aw 

OrtmTllle,  by  C.  Clsrt, 

100 

niniboro,  bT  B«T.  0.  0.  Adun^ 

IBM 

U  H«pe,  br  Rev.  W.  WrtriWd.  In  fDtl  to 

conit  Albort  a  W»keflrtd  >  L.  H., 

»n 

Lt  B«Ile.  bj  Rt».  J.  C.  MjB«, 

10  00 

P>T»ii,  t>5  I).  H.  iUibblni, 

MOO 

FKTta.  C.  A-  MKk. 

100 

Toidon,  «ild-l,  ^r  K.  U  McCotd, 

J!i£ 

HiBsoimi_|iM.w. 

LaGnnge.  by  ftflv.  J,  Buhii«rer, 
PilDirni,  Oennin,  »dd'I,  bj  li«i.  J.  F.  Gmt, 
P.nldlngviIJe,  FlMt  hj  Hey.  J.  B.  BOODOt, 
Bl.  Lonie,  L.  M.  Broiin. 
Beditlu^  Firm,  by  Rtiv.  J.  H.  Kett, 


ilpbia  Hid  WiUkar, 


id  But  QUsad,  UBlaa,  b] 

■'■   ■lli».?ln«,bjBeT.  RRode- 
fl  uid  Bichioaad,  b/  BvT.  W.  L 


c.  1).  E 


i.  wmUms 


Lundl,  b;  Br',  I 

Orlon^  by  Rev,  J. 
StiDih  B»iu«,  by 
Wtxlima.  b/  Bcr 
WVDH,  iter,  S.  P 


AppMon,                                       m 

Pond  du  L«.  On  Mxoantal 

LasujofDo.  InH«Di«».      00  OC 

|MM 

"JPfeS '"—■■"'"""■ 

B. 

H 

Blwinmr,  by  Rov.  J,  P.  Ch«obrrt»in, 

•  «• 

Itn-lJieiva,  Finn,  by  G    C.  UUtor. 

TH 

Co"fc«.lIfe  tft.6S;  RAn^ule.  |»>.M. 

bj 

Bcr  J.  W,  Unnii,. 

nn 

Hinooct,  by  Bet.  J,  W.  Doonldson, 
1*  CrosK,  tint,  by  B.  0.  DotglMn, 

100 

MU 

MniwluD.  FirsL  by  Bm.  B.  B.  BKler. 
Now  Hlchmood.  by  R«-.  A,  Lltconon 

^ii 

ITW 

PotM.  by  nor,  D.  W.  Qilmore, 

IStt 

Hu.rtoe.  Wel»h,  by  Itev.  H.  A  UlBa, 

S8 

6w|.hra..llle,  til ;  Onai.m-.  ChlMnm. 

M;  mi™  R.  MorgMi,  »Bc.,  by  B*v 

1',  Cllnion. 

UK 

IOWA-»l,7M.0». 

Bc«lTgdbyR«T.B.  Aduu: 

Alt™.,                             tniD 

Mcaregc,                                        » W 

BbBTlU'i  ICcnuit, 


Rmdved  by  Bgi.  J.  W.  PIckon : 
OoDocD  llnff.,  0.  M,  Ormu 

udwUr,                                    tlOOO 

Owmwrtl,                                      '»  TO 

Nn  York,                                         7  SO 

PI»C™k,*H1.                             100 

S<dem,                                               ElO 

•nn 

BlKk  Hmwk,  KU'L  bv  ReT.  J.  Biniett, 
moomBcld.  .dd-;  by  her.  J.  W,  Horr.rr, 

100 

101 

!hj>t,n-a  Itlirl',  by  Ker.  K.  AiIudb, 

MOO 

BurllugtoD,  by  T.  R.  Rmkln, 

inot 

Cnwtordirytll^    lO.lU;    HlokDry    Ortiva, 

(1.05;    RniM.    ta.n;     t™™,    tl; 

W.yn^  »10.75,  by  Bw.  L.  T.  Buwkj, 

nn 

Crtston,  by  Rct.  N.  H.  Whita«ey, 

BK 

DKTUDpoK,  by  J.  Goldibory. 

»«i 

Dm  Motn«,  Plymouth  by  3,  John^ 

100  M 

I0« 

K^bi'b^RCT,  J,  M,  CnmralngB. 

10  M 

F«t  AtklUKO,  OerMnn.  by  R.V.  H.  Hmi, 

toot 

Orinnsll.  Mn.  B.  H.  Biiby.  by  Un.  1.  B. 

Homboldl.'  by  B*v.  C,  W.  WlUey, 
Ibdependvnc*,  L^^ncy  at .  Mn-  Umry  C. 
Paw.  byB.  B.  BrowneU,  Bt, 

Mimin.  810:  Kewd:,  (lO.flO,  by  RtfV.W. 


Lyaun. 

IS  OB 

y.,-. -fti-m'.  by  S..T.  Dr.  ,\  B.  BobUo*,  ot 

«h.  f»  from  J.  A    Bisliui^,  to  OOfUl.  H. 

N=vl=v™o,'by  iev-A-  W,  Arehll-ld. 

It  00 

Sew  HMiiitod.  byRtv.  C.  A.  Ihnlull. 

»n 

CkmlDOM.  by  V.  V.  SmrlP. 

FmrkentnirR.  by  Ric.  J.  M   Bonn, 

18  M 

Shrn1ir»   Mount.    GetinJiE.  by  Bm.    J. 

R«lh, 

100 

WloUirop.  mdd-l,  by  R.T.  S.  O.  Ciirpeiitw. 

lONNBBOTA— fSSt.OS. 

B«rt™lbyReT,  L,H.Cobb: 

X«77. 
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Minne^ioUa,  PUgrim.  f3  68 

Flymoath,  by  W.  Oh«n^,  Tr. 

M.  H.  M.  S.,  17  79 

A  Friend,  11  00 

$46  10 

Chain  LftkM  Center,  18.78;  Pairmont, 
fiaaO;  Wflstfoid,  80a,  by  Ber.  A. 
Sfanpeon,  98  47 

Gknooe,  by  Bev.  J.  Chandler.  10  68 

Ooriien,  Welah,  75o.,  Salem,  i6.96 ;  South 

Bend,  9S.60,  by  Bev.  T.  G.  Jones,  8  50 

Lake  Oty,  by  Bar.  J.  W.  Bay,  60  90 

MInneapoiia,  First,  by  A.  M.  Alden,  80  70 

Pflgrim,  tarjr  Bev.  C.  A.  Hampton,  6  69 

Plyinoath,  by  W.  Cheney,  M.  H.  M.  Boo.,      17  69 
Monterideo,  by  Bev.  O.  A.  Starr,  7  10 

Wmeca,  First,  by  Ber.  L.  Loring,  8  00 

Winonn,  First,  by  J.  0.  Blake.  14  91 

Wotthington,  Union,  by  Bev.  H.  B.  Tattle,       1  76 

^CANSAB— 1104.60. 

Centralia,  by  Bev.  C.  S.  Inrin,  6  40 
Clear  Creek  and  Pleasant  Hill,  by  Bev.  L. 

B.8ikea,  41  96 

BPaao,  by  Bev.  J.  Bmnker,  9  86 

lowm  Union,  by  Bev.  G.  O.  Blake,  8  64 

Lakin,  by  Bev.  J.  M.  Ashley,  10  00 

Leavenworth,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Cntts,  5  00 

Mcpherson,  by  Bev.  H.  Hoddle,  10  00 

North  Topeka.  by  Bev.  H.  C.  SooCford,  9  00 
Qoindaro,  $6.64 ;  Wyandotte  Forest,  $8.67, 

by  Bev.  F.  B.  Sherman,  10  11 
Bidgway.  Bev.  J.  W.  Fox,  $9.60 ;  H.  B. 

Fox,  $9.60,  6  00 
Tonganoxie,  First,  by  Bev.  H.  B.  Wood- 
cock,       -^          -^     '  I,  gg 

Waehara,  by  Bev.  W.  B.  Bgleston,  8  60 

JnEBBASKA-47.60. 

Nebraska  City,  by  Bev.  F.  Gordon,  7  60 

JJAKOTA  TBBBITORY— $19.00. 
Bichland,  by  Bev.  L.  Bridgman,  19  00 

WYOMINO  TBBBITOBY— $10.00. 
Port  D.  A.  Boseell,  Bev.  J.  Porter,  10  00 

CAUPOBNIA— $95.00. 

Qoverdale,  '*  Mountain  Bees,*"  by  Mrs.  A. 

H.  Atherton,  8  00 

l^omdale,  by  Bev.  J.  H.  Strong,  10  00 

Weaverville,  First,  by  Bev.  A.  T.  Jackson,  12  00 

^^^NDWICH  ISDAMDS— $622.60. 
Bvndwich  Islands,  A  Friend,  622  50 

XTnKNOWN,  '*  Tithe,"  1  00 

^O^CB  MI8SI0NABY,  466  82 

^'^H  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  WOBK,  560  06 

(For  particular  acknowledgments,  see  Leaflet.] 

Expended'  during  the  year  by 

the  anxUlMies  named,  $82,481.87 

deceived   at    this    offldb,    in 

Match,  1877,  $18,366.88 

$100,887.76 


DanaUonM  of  Clothing^  etc. 

"^'J^ny.  N.  Y.,  Ladies'  Soc.  of  First  Cong. 

^  C5li.,  box,  $900  00 

'™*'-«igeport,  Ct.,  Ladies'  Assoc,  of  First  Ch., 

>>y  Mary  L.  Tomlinson,  box,  100  00 

XJadies'  Sew.  Soc.  of  South  Ch.,  by  Mrs. 

B.  B.  Ives,  box,  86  00 


Center  Butland,  VU,  Otter  Creek  Sew.  Cir- 
cle, by  Mn.  J.  G.  G^igg^  bbl.,  $70  00 

Cincinnati,  O.,  Ladies'  Miss.  Soc.  of  Colum- 
bia Cong.  Ch.,  by  Mrs.  O.  W.  Klxou,  two 
boxes,  70  00 

GloversviUe,  N.  Y., «'  We  Girls,*'  by  Katie  L. 
Burrill,  bbL  and  cash,  00  00 

Homer,  N.  Y.,  Ladies'  Benev.  Soc.  of  Cong. 
Ch.,  by  Mrs  J.  H.  Hicok,  two  bbls.,  $167  66 

Previously  sent,  five  bbls.,  840  08 

Middletown,  Ct..  Ladies'  Home  Miss.  Soc  of 
First  Ch.,  by  Miss  C.  M.  Bacon,  bbl.,  100  00 

Mystic,  Ct,  Ladies  of  First  Ch.,  by  Miss 
Bmma  A.  Smith,  bbl.,  70  00 

New  Britain,  Ctw,  Young  Ladies'  Soc.,  by  Mrs. 
Charles  Collins,  box,  140  00 

New  Haven,  Ct.,  Ladies'  H.  M.  Soc.  of 
First  Ch.,  by  Mrs.  S.  L.  French,  four  boxes  1,106  41 

Ladies'  Soo.  of  Third  Ch.,  by  Mrs.  H.  Beebe, 

^  box,  149  00 

New  York  City,  Ladies'  H.  M.  Soc.  of  Taber- 
nacle Ch.,  18  trunks,  cash,  etc.,  of  which 
$60  from  Sabbath-school,  9,818  82 

Mrs.  Childs,  bundle. 

Norwich,  Cc,  Ladies  of  Second  Ch.,  by  Blix- 
abeth  P.  Campbell,  box  and  fireight,  918  00 

Owego,  N.  Y.,  Ladies,  by  Bev.  J.  C.  Hoi- 
brook,  box  and  cash,  60  00 

Sharon,  Ct,  Ladles,  by  Mrs.  A.  M.  B.  Cowlea, 
box. 
Ladies,  by  Miss  Lydia  Smith,  bbl. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Ladies'  Soo.  of  Pilgrim  Ch., 

by  Mrs.  C.  L.  Goodell,  bbL,  117  10 

Taunton,  Mass.,  ''The  Willing  Workers "  of 
Westville,  by  Ellen  B.  Mann,  box  and 
freight,  67  00 


Sece^U  €fthsN€ 
in  March,  L.  D. 

Boscawen, 
Bristol, 
Hollis, 

Keene,  First, 
Mount  Vernon, 
North  Hampton, 
Rindge, 

10  HamptMrt  Mi9tion 
STBYXira,  Treat. 

\ary  SocUtv^ 

$19  90 

8  16 

46  70 

762 

27  00 

10  10 

464 

$160  41 

BeeHpU   qf  the  Mauachxuetu   Home  MieHonary 
3ocUty,  in  March,  Cha&lu  Dxmond,  Treat. 


Amherst,  South,  by  B.  B.  Bridgeman, 

Attleboro  Falls,  by  M.  B.  Tuttle, 

Ballardvale, 

Beechwood, 

Beverly,  Washington  Street,  by  B.  Giles, 

Legacy  of  Mrs.  Lydia  Batchelder,  by  Buf  us 
Larcom,  Ex.,  to  const.  Miss  F.  B.  Dodge, 
Mn>.  J.  L.  Creesy  and  Mrs.  F.  L.  Standly 
L.  Ms., 

Boston,  Charlestown,  Winthrop,  by  C.  S. 
Poole, 

Bev.  H.  B.  Hooker, 

H  B  H 

Old  South,  by  L.  M.  Child, 

Olivet,  by  F.  B.  Jewett, 
A  Member, 

Village, 

Vine  Street,  mon.  con., 

Cash, 
Braintree,  First,  by  A.  B.  Keith, 
Bralntree,  South, 
Bridgewater,  Central,  to  const.  J.  G.  Bassett 

a  L.  M., 
Brookfield  Conference,  by  S.  M.  Lane,  Tr. 

Charlton,  $28  50 

Brookfield,  126  80 


$12  00 

28  00 

90  00 

2  58 

81  00 


800  00 

$214  48 
25  00 

8  00 

100  00 

38  00 

6  00 
31  00 
10  00 
90  00 
28  76 

6  90 

55  60 


L  ^^8  printing. 


$154  80 


'^'^ 
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May,  II 


Cambridgr^port,  Profltpect  Street, 

Chmrlemont,  First,  by  D.  L.  Bammia, 

Oheliea,  First, 

Ckmoord.  Trinitarian, 

Bnfleld,  by  R.  D.  Woods, 

Fitchbnrg.  A.  F.  A.,  • 

Frayburg.  Me.,  New  Yearns  festival  of  8.  8. 

boys, 
Gtooxigetown,  Mn.  Saimh  Braman, 
QilbortWUe, 

Oreeofield,  Second,  by  D.  T*.  Rainmli, 
Hadley,  Romdl,  by  B.  Porter, 
Hampden  Benev.  Aao.,  by  Charlaa 
Marab,  Tr.: 

Chioopee,  First, 

Feeding  fiilU,  lira.  Aostin  Bid- 
well,  with  prior  oontr.,  to  const, 
herself  a  L.  IL, 

Oranyille,  West, 

Longmeadow,  Ba^ 

South  wick, 

Springfield,  Sonth,  A.  L.  T., 

Westfield,  Second, 
St*  A.  R., 

West  Springfield,  Mittineagne, 
Park  Street, 


$148  87 

6  00 

67  26 

94  00 

180  00 

5  00 

900 

60  00 

14  60 

940  88 

48  66 


•69  66 


10  00 

10  00 

9  00 

9  66 

688 

60  46 

600 

84  90 

66  00 


E.  Porter,  to 
M. 


Harerhill,  West. 

Hoosatonic,  by  C.  G.  French, 

Ipswich,  FixBt, 

Lincoln,  A  Friend, 

Lynn,  Firsts  by  H.  H.  Fairbanks, 

I^nfleld,  Sonth, 

Maiden,  First,  quarterly    ooU.,  by  H.    M. 

Smith, 
Marlboro,  Union, 
Mass.,  A  Friend, 

A  Lady, 
Nahant,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Johnson, 
Newton,  M.  B.  0., 
Newton  Center,  Geo.  P.  Davis, 
Norfolk, 

North  Andover,  Trinitarian, 
North  Brookfield,  First,  by  J. 

const.  Miss  Lydia  Dodge  a  L.  «»., 
Northfleld,  Trin.,  to  const.  Wm.  Dickinson  a 

L.   Ma, 

Norton,  Trin.,  by  J.  H.  Blandin, 
Phillipston,  by  J.  D.  Parker, 
Pittafield,  Zenobia, 
Qnincy,  Wollaston, 

Bockland,  to  const.  J.  S.  Smith  a  L.  M., 
Salem,  Tabernacle,  Miss  Susan  Felt, 
Banndersville,  by  A.  B.  Gnmey, 
Bhelbume,  by  D.  L.  Sammis, 
Bomorville,  Broadway,  by  J.  P.  Williams, 

West, 
South  Abington,  Abigail  Keith, 
Stoneham.  by  Dea.  Deane, 
Sutton,  First,  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Benedict, 
West  Hampton,  by  Dea.  W.  I.  Edwards, 
Weatford,  by  C.  C.  Keyes, 
Weymouth  and  Braintree,  Union,  to  const. 

Rev.  L.  H.  Fray  &  Gilbert  Nash  L.  Ms., 
Whateley,  1 

Williamstown,  Williams  Cktllege,  by  Prest 

Ghadboum^ 
Windsor,  by  Rev.  G.  L.  Edwards, 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Cathcart, 
Woroester,  Central,  by  E.  H.  Sandford, 

Old  South, 

Salem  Street,  by  J.  0.  Newton, 

Union,  quarterly  coll.,  by  P.  L.  Moen, 
Rev.  J.  M.  R.  Eaton  and  wife, 
Home  Missionary, 


986  79 
10  00 
64  60 
90  00 
10  00 

107  87 
868 

67  89 
100  43 
60  00 
10  00 
6  00 
10  00 
10  00 

18  99 
40  OU 

60  00 

96  86 

900 

67  80 

80  00 

19  10 
60  00 

100  00 
10  00 

89  68 
19  00 

849 

1  00 

80  00 

48  00 

90  99 
17  00 

77  00 
19  11 

47  86 

600 

900 

997  41 

49  66 
69  00 
90  87 
10  OU 

4  20 


•8,660  78 


For   Sunday-school   Work,  [See 
acknowledgments  in  Xe(</te<], 


particular 
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DonatUmn  of  CloOUng,  sie.,  received  ai  the  ^ 

the  McuM.  Home  Miee,  Soe.,  Boeton, 
Andover,  by  Miss  L.  H.  Swift^  ban^  | 

Fitchbnrg,  by  Mrs.  Mary  8.  Palmer,  bami, 
Greenboro,  Vt.,  by  Mrs.  L.  a  Patten,  barraL 
Ipswich,  by  Miss  L.  B.  Farley,  cash, 
Marlboro,  by  Mrs.  A.  Howe,  barrel. 


1 


New  Bedford,  l^  Clara  8.  Staples,  barrel, 

by  Mrs.  Geo.  F.  Kingman,  barrd, 
Newton,  West,  by  Mrs.  D.  W.  Cbilds,  bamL 
Pittafield,  Freewill  Soa,  by  Mrs.  R  Taylor, 

twobarnds, 
Springfield,  by  Mrs.  R.  R.  B.  McClean,  barrel, 
Welifieet,  Mrs.  B.  Kcmp^  barrel, 
Westboro,  by  Miss  S.  M.  Hardy,  barrel, 
Westfield,  by  Lucy  C.  Smith,  barrel. 


Bece^)t»    qf   the    Connecticut    Borne    Mieek 
Society,  in  March,  Wa&d  W.  Jaoobs.  Trea 

Bethany,  by  Clark  Hotchkiss, 
Bosrahville,  by  Geo.  S.  Smiui, 
Canterbury,  by  George  Sanger, 
Durham,  South,  by  Isaac  Parmole, 
Bastford,  by  Jos.  D.  Barrows,  to  const.,  8. 

O.  Bowen  a  L.  M., 
Ellsworth,  by  Rev.  J.  0.  Stevenson, 
Exeter,  by  Silas  P.  Abell, 
Oranby,  First,  by  Anson  Cooley, 
Middletown,  First,  by  H.  B.  Sawyer, 

Sonth,  Sunday-school,  by  G.  W.  Wilson, 
Norwalk,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Curtis,  to  oenst.  Mrs. 

Mary  Willard  Gillett,  of  Colchester,  a  L.M., 

by  L.  E.  A.  F., 
Old  Saybrook,  by  Robert  Chapman, 
Poquonnook,  by  Rev.  W.  H.  Phipps, 
Roxbnry,  by  Aaron  W.  Feun, 
Suflleld,  by  Jas.  W.  Spellman, 
Thomaston,  by  P.  Darrow, 
Trumbull,  by  Rev.  N.  T.  Merwin, 
West  Winsted,  Second,  by  John  Hinsdale, 

•i 


BeceyHe  qf  the  Ohio  Home  Mieeionary  Sociei 
March,  F.  C.  Sessions,  Tre€u. 

Burton,  bv  Rev.C.  Cutler,  •$ 

Cincinnati,  Seventh  Street,  by  L.  G.  Hop- 
kins, I 
Columbus,  First,  add'l, 
Ridgeville  Comers,  by  Mrs.  H.  B.  Tubbs, 
Toledo,  East,  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Frascr, 
Wellington,  by  James  Ogden,  I 
Windham",  add'l,  by  W.  A.  Perkins,  1 
Received  by  Rev.  Dr.  Wolcott,  Sec.  : 

Cleveland,    Euclid    Ave.,    Mrs.    Cynthia 
Orcutt,  dec.,  by  H.  Taylor,  adm.,  i 

Edinburgh,  by  Rev.  H.  Geer, 

Ironton,  First,  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Young,  J 

Welsh,  by  J.  J.  Davies, 

Kelloggsville,  Rev.  £.  J.  Comings, 

Lodi,  Ida  Taylor, 

Marysville,  by  Rev.  W.  A.  James, 

Pierpont,  by  Rev.  H.  D,  Lowing, 

Toledo,  East,  Re«.  J.  G.  Fraser, 

Wakeman,  add'l,  by  Rev.  C.  C.  Creegan, 

"•8 


Mh  Mttmt  Mimmm^ 


Go, Preach  the  €k>aPBL Mark  xvi.  15. 

How  shall  they  preach  except  they  be  bent  ?  .  Eom.  x.  15. 
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REMINISCENCES  OF  A  HOME  MISSIONARY  LIFE-TIME. 

BY  REV.    SAMITEL  PORTER. 

Ik  early  life  I  felt  the  stnving  of  the  Spirit  and  gave  my  heart  to  God.  From 
that  day  I  can  truly  say  I  have  ever  loved  his  ways  and  his  work.  When  a  boy, 
looking  forward  to  the  future,  my  highest  ambition  was  to  be  a  minister  of  the 
gospel.  Poverty  kept  me  at  manual  toil  until  I  was  of  age,  but  the  money  earned 
by  over-work  was  expended  for  books,  and  my  leisure  moments  were  devoted  to 
study. 

Licensed  to  preach  in  my  thirtieth  year,  I  preached  two  years  at  Poultney  and 
Branchport,  N.  Y.  There  we  were  favored  with  precious  revivals,  adding  some 
thirty  to  the  two  churches.  While  at  Poultney  I  was  ordained.  In  Rochester, 
where  most  of  my  study  years  were  spent,  I  heard  much  of  Home  Missionaries  and 
their  self-denying  labors  at  the  West,  and  my  soul  was  filled  with  a  desire  for  that 
kind  of  work.  While  supplying  a  church  in  Bath,  N.  Y.,  I  was  appointed  a  Home 
Missionary  to  go  to  Northern  Pennsylvania.  Here  was  an  opportunity  to  enter 
upon  the  long-desired  work  of  my  life,  and  I  removed  my  family  into  the  wilder- 
ness, among  the  mountains  of  Penn^s  sylvan  land.  Preaching  there  was  sweet  and 
easy  work,  for  the  people  were  hungry  for  the  truth.  Five  years  we  resided  in 
Ulysses,  Potter  County,  where  we  formed  a  Presbyterian  church  of  most  excellent 
Christian  workers.  A  Baptist  church  occupied  our  house  of  worship — a  log  school- 
house — on  alternate  Sabbaths,  while  I  preached  at  the  county  seat,  eighteen  miles 
distant.  My  field  of  labor  embraced  the  whole  county,  with  appointments  to 
preach  north,  south,  east,  and  west — ten  in  all.  It  was  a  pleasant  field,  and  I  loved 
the  work.  The  country  was  new,  the  roads  were  rough,  and  the  inhabitants  scat- 
tered. Our  pleasant  home  was  on  the  beautiful  table-lands  of  the  Alleghany 
Mountains.  The  Gknesee,  the  Susquehanna,  and  the  Alleghany  rivers  took  their 
rise  near  us,  rushing  out  from  the  hillside  in  pure,  crystal  streams,  with  force 
strong  enough  for  mill  purposes.  For  home  sui)plies  I  had  to  go  from  eighteen  to 
fifty  miles.  To  meet  my  appointments  I  traveled  over  mountains,  through  valleys 
and  ravines,  where  no  sound  of  axe  or  bird  even  was  heard ;  for  the  little  song- 
sters followed  the  footsteps  of  man.  I  often  met  deer  in  the  forest,  feeding  by 
the  roadside,  and  bears  crossing  the  road,  as  indifferent  to  ray  presence  as  they 
were  to  the  trees  around  them.    I  traveled  usually  on  boTseWc'k.,  «xi(i  \[)[i<^»&  tv^vs^ 
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were  sometimes  very  wearisome.  To  meet  all  the  calls  upon  me  was  sometimes 
more  than  my  faithful  horse  could  endure,  and  I  had  to  leave  him  and  engage  an- 
other, or  go  on  foot. 

At  Ulysses  we  used  to  have  two  sermons  each  Sabbath.  We  took  with  us  onr 
lunch-basket,  and  the  noon  recess  was  a  pleasant,  social  hour  in  the  well-filled 
school-house.  Then,  riding  five  miles  more,  I  preached  at  five  o^clock  in  summer ; 
then  seven  miles  further,  over  very  bad  roads,  to  bear  the  "  good  news  *'  to  aiiother 
settlement  in  the  evening ;  making  four  services  and  twelve  miles  ride.  I  have 
had  appointments  seventy-five  miles  apart,  in  different  counties,  where  there  were 
no  railroads.  I  had  to  act  the  part  of  superintendent  to  some  extent,  but  without 
his  salary.  On  an  average,  during  the  five  years  I  was  in  Potter  County,  I  had 
not  more  than  $800  a  year,  for  the  people  were  poor. 

After  organizing  two  churches  in  Potter  County,  getting  pastors  for  them,  and 
enjoying  precious  revivals  of  religion,  I  went  into  McKean  County,  some  sixty 
miles  west,  where  was  a  small  Congregational  church,  almost  discouraged,  and 
for  some  time  without  preaching.  Here,  also,  my  field  embraced  five  townships, 
and  I  had  to  be  much  on  horseback,  traveling  from  100  to  200  miles  a  month, 
preaching  regularly  in  eight  places,  besides  occasional  appointments.  The  inhabi- 
tants were  mostly  too  poor  to  go  farther  West,  and  so  stopped  in  those  wooded  re- 
gions, where  land  was  cheap,  and  lumber  was  the  cunency.  Those  from  Western  New 
York  who  had  the  means,  went  on  farther  West,  to  the  beautiful  prairies  of  Illinois 
and  Iowa.  I  was  made  welcome  wherever  I  went  All  were  pleased  to  receive  a 
call  from  "  the  Elder,"  and  were  thankful  for  religious  privileges.  Extracts  from 
my  journal  recall  the  memory  of  scenes  full  of  interest  to  me  that  would  show 
more  clearly  the  character  of  my  work,  had  you  room  for  them.  But  the  record  is 
on  high. 

My  rides  were  long  and  hard,  with  rivers  to  ford,  cold  winds  and  storms  to  face, 
snow-drifts  to  wade  through,  and  sometimes  the  fare  was  very  scanty.  All  the 
salary  I  had  for  some  years  was  $200  from  the  Home  Missionary  Society,  and  a  little 
gathered  here  and  there  from  the  different  congregations  around.  It  was  well  that 
I  had  known  what  hard  service  was.  To  make  the  ends  meet  I  had  for  some  years 
to  take  my  axe  and  go  into  the  forest,  through  the  deep  snow,  to  supply  wood  for 
the  family,  and  some  for  my  boys  to  take  to  the  village  in  exchange  for  family 
supplies.  There  was  not  a  meeting-house  in  McKean  County  when  I  came  to  it  I 
have  preached  in  log  school-houses,  bams,  and  court-houses,  groves  and  coal- 
sheds,  wherever  I  could  get  a  congregation.  The  inhabitants  of  thesci  regions 
would  often  travel  many  miles  over  bad  roads,  with  ox -teams,  meet  with  the 
people  of  God  for  worship,  and  return  again,  feeling  well  paid  for  their  trouble. 
When  the  time  came  for  a  Sunday-school  picnic,  one  would  wonder  where  all  the 
men,  women,'  and  children  came  from.  From  the  different  valleys  they  came  in 
carts  and  omnibuses,  drawn  by  oxen  with  horns  trimmed  with  gay  colored  ribbons, 
and  the  bird-like  voices  of  children  made  the  air  melodious  with  sweet  songs  of 
the  **  happy  land,  far,  far  away."  They  have  outgrown  the  oxen  there  now,  and 
have  almost  a  city.  Powerful  revivals  in  Bradford  added  many  to  our  numbers 
and  strength,  I  persuaded  two  promising  young  men  to  enter  the  ministry.  They 
are  both  useful  and  •  acceptable  ministers,  one  in  Kansas,  the  other  in  Minnesota. 
The  latter  has  two  sons  in  college,  with  the  ministry  in  view.  Some  years,  when 
almost  all  supplies  were  cut  off  and  flour  was  thirteen  dollars  a  barrel,  our  faith 
was  tried ;  but  the  promises  of  the  Lord  never  failed  us.  One  spring,  to  try  onr 
faith  still  further,  two  of  our  cows  died,  in  my  absence  from  home,  and  with  onr 
large  family  of  little  ones  the  prospect  was  very  dark.  At  another  time  riz  of 
oar  family  were  sick  with  the  typhoid  fevor,  and  our  eldest  son  was  laid  away  In 
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the  little  wild  graveyard  on  the  banks  of  the  stream  that  watered  our  valley.  In  the 
same  fall,  the  fires  burned  our  fences  and  opened  the  fields  to  whatever  might 
prowl  around.  Yet,  with  all  these  dark  clouds,  it  is  pleasant  to  remember  how  the 
Good  Shepherd  watched  over  us  in  all  our  journeys.  I  have  traveled  at  night,  to 
meet  engagements,  or  on  return  home  after  the  day's  labor,  when  it  was  so  dark  in 
the  woods  that  I  could  not  see  the  road  or  my  horse's  head  ;  have  forded  the  Alle- 
ghany when  my  buggy  would  swim  and  my  horse  almost  lose  his  footing ;  and  have 
been  upset  in  the  middle  of  the  stream  by  hidden  rocks.  Thus,  in  our  small 
measure,  we  missionaries  shared  the  experience  of  the  Apostle :  In  journeyings 
often,  in  perils  of  waters,  in  perils  in  the  wilderness  ....  in  weariness  and 
w^tchings  often,  in  hunger,  in  thirst,  in  cold,  in — not  nakedness  exactly,  but  rag- 
gedness  sometimes.  The  Lord  has  permitted  me  to  preach  the  good  tidings  to  a 
multitude  of  people.  During  those  twenty  years  great  numbers  came  yearly  into 
that  lumbering  region,  spent  the  winter  and  left,  to  be  succeeded  by  another  com- 
paay*  the  winter  following.  I  loved  to  go  to  their  camps,  speak  a  few  words  of 
Jdndness,  leave  a  few  tracts,  and  carry  them  to  God  in  my  prayers.  Sometimes  the 
ilumbering  depths  of  their  souls  were  stirred,  and  I  had  reason  to  trust  that  good 
was  effected. 

But  now  my  work  is  almost  done.     The  weight  of  years  and  unsparing  labor 
tell  plainly  their  story.     The  churches  want  and  need  younger  mefl  to  push  on  the 
glorious  work.     But  what  will  those  churches  do  with  the  weary,  footsore  workere 
of  the  past  ?    Have  our  beloved  churches  no  duties  in  this  direction  ?    They  have 
a  full  record  with  other  churches  in  all  other  Christian  charities.     Shall  they  be 
behind  in  this  ?    While  we  are  aiding  in  the  great  missionary  enterprises  and  toil- 
ing to  place  the  top-stone  on  the  goodly  structure,  let  us  not  forget  those  who  have 
helped  to  lay  a  little  at  the  foundation.     Shall  they  not  be  remembered  for  the 
good  they  have  done  ?     Many  there  are  uu  the  plains  and  prairies  of  the  West  and 
among  the  Eastern  hills,  toiling  earnestly  for  the  Master  with  only  simple  trtist 
for  the  future.     Shall  we  not  cheer  them  on,  like  our  Master,  saying:  "Fear  not; 
be  faithful ;  we  will  hold  out  the  helping  hand,  even  to  the  last  I  " 


FURTHER  FROM  THE  BLACK  HILLS. 
Rev.  Mr.  Norcross  writes,  as  follows,  from  Deadwood,  under  date  of  April  20th  : 

I  HAYB  not  been  quite  well  for  the  past  month,  but  am  getting  better,  and  ho|>e 
tp  continue  so,  for  I  find  that  this  is  no  place  for  a  sick  man,  and  least  of  all  for 
an  ailing  preacher.  Overwork,  exposure,  and  poor  accommodations  were  a  little 
too  much  for  me.  But  I  have  changed  my  mode  of  living,  and  now  am  in  quar- 
ters of  my  own,  a  nice,  airy,  well-lighted  house  of  hewn  logs,  built  on  an  eminence 
overlooking  the  town.  The  abundant  light  and  pure  air  contrast  well  with  my 
clingy,  ill-ventilated,  dark,  yet  high-priced  room,  in  the  unhealthy  valley  or  gulch 
in  which  the  town  lies.  Though  I  have  had  to  work  hard  for  the  new  abode,  I 
foel  that  it  doubly  repays  me  for  all  cost  and  trouble.  Friends  helped  me  to  the 
funds — the  people  furnishing  about  $200  in  money,  labor,  and  materials — so  now  I 
live,  not  like  Paul  in  my  "  own  hired  house,**  but  in  my  own  house.  I  have  been 
obliged  to  do  much  work  on  it  myself,  but  I  am  now  where  I  can  rest  when  tired 
and  worn,  and  can  think  and  plan  free  from  distracting  noise  and  care.  I  do  not 
altogether  "  board  myself.*'  I  procure  dinner  tickets  at  some  of  the  hotels,  of  which 
they  sell  twenty-one  for  ten  dollars,  and  go  down  usually  to  dine,  taking  my 
breakfast  and  supper  here.  This  plan  gives  me  variety,  and  so  promotes  digestion, 
a  necessary  item  for  me  to  consider. 
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IMMIOBATION. 

The  expected  inflnx  of  immigrants  has  already  set  in.  Thousands  have  arriyed 
since  I  wrote  you  last,  and  still  they  come.  Many  of  them  are  sorely  disappointed. 
Their  last  cent  was  expended  in  getting  here ;  they  have  not  the  slightest  idea  of 
a  mining  country,  and  no  more  knowledge  of  mining  than  they  have  of  Sanskrit,  and 
what  they  are  to  do  no  one  can  tell.  Some  have  turned  back,  and  more  will  follow. 
Some  push  on  to  the  Big-Hom,  the  Yellowstone,  or  elsewhere.  Some  will  turn 
their  attention  to  farming,  settling  on  the  rich  glebes  of  land  in  the  Black  Hills 
and  vicinity.  These  last  will  be  the  happiest  and  ultimately  the  most  successful,  I 
think.     Many  will  wait,  Micawber-like,  '*  for  something  to  turn  up." 

Mining  property  of  all  values  and  descriptions  is  changing  hands,  and  at  good 
figures.  I  see  nothing  to  change  my  opinion,  already  expressed,  as  to  the  richness 
of  our  mines.     The  opinion  rather  gains  strength  with  my  stay. 

To-morrow  a  big  mass  meeting,  to  which  all  the  Hills  people  are  invited,  is  to 
be  held  here  to  devise  means  for  securing  an  organization  of  the  Black  Hills  coun- 
try into  a  separate  Territory ;  or,  more  properly,  to  get  such  an  expression  of  the 
popular  feeling  as  shall  secure  that  action  from  Congress. 

I  think  I  said  in  my  last  letter  that  the  Yankton  end  of  the  Territory  seemed 
hardly  disposed^to  do  us  justice.  Their  interests  and  pursuits  are  iwlike  ours.  A 
preliminary  meeting  was  held  two  weeks  ago,  when  a  good  deal  of  feeling  was 
manifested.  Though  pressed  for  time,  I  shall  attend  to-morrow,  as  an  interested 
observer  of  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  this  country. 

CHURCH  MATTERS. 

In  this  line  things  seem  to  be  at  a  dead-lock  just  now.  Our  prayer-meetings  are 
increasing  in  attendance  and  interest,  and  a  good  many  Christian  strangers  are 
dropping  in ;  but  it  is  hard  to  develop  anything  like  permanent  growth,  where  the 
materials  for  permanency  are  wanting.  Nearly  one-half  of  our  membership  are 
already  out  of  reach  and  hearing.  To  illustrate :  A  good,  earnest  brother  baa 
been  with  us  for  a  month  past  His  words  have  cheered  us,  his  presence  on  the 
Sabbath  and  at  our  evening  meetings  has  been  constant.  Last  night  he  told  us  he 
should  return  to  his  home  in  Iowa  next  week.  *'  If  I  come  back  and  locate  in 
Dead  wood  I  shall  cast  in  my  lot  with  you."  But  will  he  come  back  ?  and  if  so, 
whereabouts  in  the  Black  Hills  will  he  **  locate  "  ?  I  think  fully  one-third  of  my 
audience  each  Sabbath  are  strangers,  a  small  part  are  a  nucleus  around  which  to 
gather.  I  am  really  doing  *' circuit  preaching,"  or  I  should  say,  perhaps,  that  it  is 
the  audience  wliich  are  doing  the  "  circuit "  pai-t.  "  Cast  thy  bread  upon  tlie 
waters,"  was  never  more  applicable  than  here. 

The  worldliness  of  the  place,  its  utter  want  of  spirituality,  is  fearful.  The 
standard  of  piety  is  not  the  same  here  as  with  you.  There  are  a  few  earnest 
Christians,  but  even  they  are  poisoned  by  this  foul  atmosphere.  We  may  as  well 
honestly  admit  that  few  of  us  are  always  proof  against  it.  ''  We  have  this  treas- 
ure in  earthen  vessels,"  and  the  clay  is  very,  very  brittle. 

I  sometimes  long  for  a  constant,  steady  audience,  in  some  good,  solid  fanning 
community.  But  I  suppose  God  knows  best,  and  I  will  remain  so  long  as  it  in 
deemed  wise.  During  the  month  past  I  have  preached  twice  every  Sabbath,  except 
last  Sunday  forenoon,  when  a  miner  from  Georgia  preached  for  me.  I  have  at- 
tended five  funerals,  three  of  them  the  result  of  violence.  One  of  the  three  died 
by  suicide — "  a  woman  of  the  city,  which  was  a  sinner."  Every  week  prayer- 
meetings  have  been  held.  My  poor  health  and  work  on  my  house  have  kept  me 
from  the  usual  amount  of  visiting.  In  a  week  or  two  I  expect  to  visit  €k)ld«n 
Oate,  Oayville,  Lead  City,  and  perhaps  Bear  Butte.    After  that  visit  I  hope  to 
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giye  yon  a  bnd^  of  facts.    Just  now  the  walking  is  too  muddy  for  the  trip.  We 
have  had  two  terrible  snow-storms  and  they  made  the  roads  almost  impassable. 


THE  WORK   IN  NORTHERN  IOWA. 


BT  REV.  BPHBAIM  ADAMS,  8UFERI19TENDENT. 


BEREAYEMEKT. 

The  cloud  which  has  long  been  hanging  over  us  has  at  last  broken — ^yet  not, 
thank  Gk)d,  as  a  merciless  storm,  with  raging  winds  and  yawning  waves.  A  sor- 
row is  indeed  upon  us.  Our  daughter,  after  long  weariness  and  weakness,  has 
gone.  We  ara  now  but  the  fragment  of  a  family  lingering  here;  but  the  memory 
of  her  childlike  trust  to  the  end,  the  thoughts  of  heaven,  of  God,  of  Jesus,  and 
those  gone  before,  the  blessed  truths  of  God^s  Word  to  stand  upon,  make  it  as  a 
cloudless  sky  above,  the  sun  shining  upon  us,  and  light  all  around.  As  time 
seems  short,  the  work  remaining  looks  great  Pray  with  us  that  this  chastisement, 
and  all  that  God  as  our  Father  sees  best  to  send,  may  find  fruitage  in  more  ripeness 
of  Christian  character  and  more  earnest  Christian  work. 

HARD  TIMES. 

I  do  not  know  as  we  have  reason  to  complain ;  but  these  have  been  upon  ns 
daring  the  last  fall  and  winter,  since  the  grasshopper  raid  in  the  northwestern  part 
of  the  State,  and  the  general  failure  of  the  wheat  crops  over  the  whole  State.  An 
extract  from  a  letter  of  a  brother,  accompanying  the  contributions  of  his  church, 
will  give  a  true  idea,  not  of  all,  but  of  some  of  our  churches : 

"  Crops  have  been  a  failure  for  two  years  past.  Farmers  have  raised  but  very 
little  to  sell ;  many  of  them  have  to  buy  bread  for  tjieir  families  till  the  next  harvest 
In  many  cases  the  crops  of  wheat  scarcely  equaled  the  amount  of  seed  sown.  In 
addition  to  the  failure  and  consequent  lack,  a  good  deal  of  the  seed  was  borrowed. 
The  com  crops  average  about  one- third  of  the  ordinary  yield  this  year."  And  this 
is  one  of  the  churches  that  year  before  last  entered  upon  self-support.  We  may 
see  it  a  duty  to  assist  it  again.  Another  says :  "Some  of  the  church -members  in 
the  country  do  not  come  to  church  for  want  of  suitable  clothes,  and  the  teams  of 
some  are  too  weak  to  bring  them,  for  want  of  proper  food.  We  hope  for  better 
times,  though  it  is  a  serious  question  what  the  result  is  to  be,  with  the  millions  of 
hopper  eggs  that  only  await  the  spring-time  to  be  brought  into  life." 

REVrVALS. 

These  have  been  more  in  number,  and  greater  in  power,  than  in  any  previous 
year.  The  expectations  raised  in  the  meetings  of  the  autumnal  Associations  have 
been  more  than  realized.  More  good  came  from  distant  movements  in  Chicago 
and  elsewhere,  than  was  at  first  expected.  There  seems  to  be  a  revival  spirit  in  all 
directions.  As  I  write,  there  are  crowded  meetings  in  various  places ;  many  have 
closed,  others  will  be  held.  The  labor  and  interest  does  not  cease  with  the  meet- 
ings. In  these  revivals  the  larger  churches  have  shared  more  generally  than  the 
smaller.  Union  efforts,  an  evangelist  and  a  singer,  are  what  the  people  look  for. 
The  Rupply  does  not  reach  the  small  churches.  Our  missionary  churches,  how- 
ever, have  shared  with  the  others. 

CX)NTRIBtPn0N8. 

I  have  copied  from  The  Home  MisBumary  all  the  contribwUoTA  ol  o\]lt  \Qrsnv 
churches  to  our  Society.    Id  doing  this  I  found  yariooB  facta  axid\miV&  oi  ^^^xiaVa 
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me,  which  I  hastily  threw  into  a  paper  entitled,  '*  Figores,  Facts,  Fears  and 
Queries,"  and  read  it  to  all  the  Associations  last  falL  This  led  the  brethren  to  a 
discussion  of  the  practical  points  involved.  In  this  and  other  ways  I  am  trying  to 
lead  the  churches,  both  missionary  and  self-supporting,  into  moru  punctuality  and 
system  in  giving. 

The  fruits  I  think  are  already  appearing.  While  I  have  sought  to  bring  about 
as  much  as  possible  more  system  in  giving,  I  have  tried  also  to  promote 

CHURCH   FELLOWSHIP   AND  ORDEB. 

There  is  great  lack  here.  Our  churches  are  scattered  far  apart,  and  grow  up 
without  knowledge  of  each  other.  In  their  missionary  dependence,  and  hav- 
ing relations  to  our  Society,  it  is  hard  to  bring  them  to  realize  the  position  of 
self-government  and  fellowship  in  a  sisterhood  of  churches.  Many  of  our  mem- 
bers are  unacquainted  with  .these  principles.  Exchanges  among  miDisters  are  rare ; 
ministers  are  thrown  together  but  seldom.  As  a  Society  we  seek  for  permanence 
in  the  pastorate,  that  is,  in  principle ;  but  our  system  of  commissioning  for  a  year 
— abused  perhaps  by  making  continuance  for  the  next  year  depend  upon  the  suc- 
cess of  the  subscription  paper — in  a  measure  prevents  what  we  seek.  In  these  cir- 
cumstances I  have  felt  it  a  privilege  and  duty  of  my  position,  as  much  as  in  me 
lies,  to  be  as  a  bond  of  union  to  promote  fellowship  and  order  among  the  brethren 
and  churches ;  not  as  a  bishop  over^  but  a  brother  beloved  among  them.  I  think 
in  this  direction  also  there  is  advance. 

THE  FUTURE  FROCESS — WHAT  18  IT  TO  BE? 

During  the  last,  as  in  the  previous  year,  the  advance  has  been  by  improvement 
and  change  %Dithin,  rather  than  enlargement  of  the  work.  I  hoped  it  would  have 
been  otherwise,  but  the  times  have  prevented.  You  appreciate  the  condition :  the 
scourge  on  those  portions  of  the  State  most  open  to  immigration ;  the  fact  that 
everybody  has  just  been  **  holding  his  own,"  as  you  have  told  us  to  do.  But  we 
hope  for  a  change,  and  as  I  vie^  the  field,  growth  and  enlargement  must  be  looked 
for  and  labored  for,  especially  in  three  directions : 

1 .  We  of  course  must  be  prepared  to  open  new  fields  as  new  points  are  devel- 
oped, either  in  the  newer  or  the  older  portions  of  the  State.  We  ought  to  do  this 
without  inc]*easing  the  demands  upon  the  Society.  We  must  keep  bringing  the 
churches  up  to  self-support,  and,  brought  there,  they  must  be  co-laborers  in  the 
work. 

2.  Each  church  must  be  trained  to  be  a  missionary  church —to  throw  itself  by 
Christian  labor  of  pastor  and  people  into  the  regions  around.  And  here  I  hail  the 
new  Sunday-school  department.  I  think  I  see,  in  this  idea  of  our  Sunday-school 
mission  work,  that  which  is  calculated  to  help  make  Evangelistic  churches,  together 
with  Evangelistic  pastors.  Here  I  verily  believe  is  the  foundation  of  our  life,  and 
the  right  arm  of  our  strength. 

8.  The  great  outlying  population  in  and  through  the  country — how,  when  shall 
it  be  reached  ?  A  harvest  to  be  reaped  is  here  in  waiting.  Where,  whenct  the 
reapers  ?  This  new  Sunday-school  department  is  in  part  the  answer.  But  tha 
men  for  the  ministerial  work  to  be  done :  they  must  be  able  men  that  can  com- 
mand the  respect  and  attention  of  the  people,  men  that  command  good  salaries 
in  towns  and  villages,  and  yet,  for  Christ's  sake,  are  willing  to  leave  railroads 
and  towns  to  go  among  the  people,  to  live  as  the  people  live :  having  food  and 
raiment,  therewith  to  be  content,  if  need  be,  if  by  any  means  souls  can  be  led  to 
Christ.  Such  men— where  are  they  ?  We  here  touch  upon  the  great  want  of  us 
all,  both  ministers  and  people.  Consecration  and  devotion  of  our  best  and  our 
all,  in  any  way  oi  place,  that  can  tell  most  for  Christ 
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pi^ifiutiavij    gntttUputt, 


OREGON. 

\  n.  W.  Slraitcm,  Albanj/. 


Tbe  qaarter  has  been  a  busj  one.  For 
■ix  ireeks.  beginning  with  the  week  of 
prayer,  joar  misBionar;  and  his  wife 
attended  ooe  or  more  religious  serricef. 
ererj  day,  preschiag,  singing,  directing 
inquirers,  etc.,  and  souls  liave  been  given 
OS.  A  yonng  man  of  fine  sbilit;,  who 
had  been  a  notorious  gambler  and  hard 
drinker,  came  to  the  meetings,  was  in- 
vited to  dinner,  and  canie  home  with  up 
at  nigbt.  With  no  basis  of  faith  but  a 
general  belief  in  God,  full  of  doubt  and 
opposition,  after  hours  of  severe  conflict 
a  Bible  was  put  into  his  hands  and  he 
vraa  pointed  to  the  Lamb  of  God.  He 
soon  gave  evidence  of  having  submitted 
himself  to  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  has  been 
baptized  and  admitted  lo  the  church. 
He  has  since  been  a  member  of  our  fam- 
ily, and  I  have  also  helped  him  to  make 
a  beginning  toward  earning  liis  own 
living.  He  is  easily  tempted,  and  needs 
constant  watch  and  care,  but  I  hope  to 
see  him  reach  the  class  with  whom  he 
nsed  to  associate. 

Other  young  men  are  reached,  among 
them  a  son  of  a  Christian  mother  in 
Maine,  who  docs  good  in  helping  his 
friends  to  resist  the  many  inducements  | 
to  drink  which  beset  our  young  men.  | 
He  was  so  much  interested  in  a  dying  i 
companion  as  to  repeatedly  pray  for 
him,  thoDgh  confessing  himself  to  be' 
nnt  a  Christian.  A  family  from  Kansas, 
who  have  been  living  out  of  the  church 
tdr  some  time  and  without  a  family 
iiltfu-,  hare  been  brought  in.  Also  a  mai 
from  the  late  Dr.  Hawes's  church  ii 
Hartford. 

CALIFORNIA. 

BeB.  R,  Orawt,  Mount  Shtuta. 


The  close  of  the  quarter  flnds  us  in  the 
midst  of  a  gracioni  revival  at  Little 


I  Shasta.    Wo    commenced    a   feries   of 
evening  meetings,  about  the  middle  of 
February,  and,  with  occasionally  a  night 
for  rest,  continued  them  for  five  weeks. 
The  members  of  the  church  were  quick- 
ened and  about  twenty  converted.     Six- 
teen united  with  the  church  at  one  time 
on  profession,  and  eleven  were  baptized. 
This  church  was  organized  about  a  year 
ago,  with   seven   mcmbem.     There  has 
been  a  continued  revival  and  growth 
oro  the  llnrt.     It  now  numbers  thirty- 
ro.    Perhaps  a  greater  change  hardly 
'er  took  place  in  any  community  than 
e  hkve  seen  within  tlie  year, 
A  gentleman  in  Yrcka  told  me,  when 
was  on  my  way  to  the  valley,  that  tjie 
people  were  so  indifferent  in  regard  to 
religion,  it  would  make  no  dilTerence 
whether  I  took  my  text  from  Tom  Paine 
or  Saint  Paul ;  for  they  cared  about  as 
mnch  fiir  one  as  for  the  other.     A  store 
and  saloon  in  (lie  valley  was  the  place  of 
Sunday,  and  no  Sunday  passed 
without  seeing  a  large  crowd  there,  trad- 
ing, gambling,  drinking,  fighting,  play- 
ing base  ball,  etc     Now  we  have  a  large 
and  attentive  congregation  every  Sun- 
day, and  the  store  is  deserted.     All  re- 
in the  change.     I  don't  believe  a 
more  quiet  church-going  community  can 
be  found  in  the  State.     What  a  triumph 
r  the  gospel  I     We  give  all  the  glory 
God. 

UTAH. 
Jiet.  W.  M.  firiTouf,  Salt  TmIk  Oitjf. 

STEADY  OnOVTTH. 

At  our  last  communion  six  united  with 
the  church,  five  of  them  upon  profession 
of  their  faith.  Most  of  these  were  con- 
ferts  from  Mormonism.  The  average 
attendance  at  our  Sunday-school  is  now 
over  100,  and  it  is  increasing  as  fast  as 
ive  can  secure  teachers  to  look  after 
the  children  and  youth.  Our  Sunday 
congregations  are  larger  than  they  have 
ever  been  before;    in  the  eTSDing  the 
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Jane, 


church  is  usually  crowded.  We  are 
about  to  increase  its  seating  capacity, 
and  have  just  sent  for  forty  additional 
copies  of  the  **  Songs  of  the  Sanctuary," 
to  meet  the  wants  of  strangers  who  wor- 
ship with  us.     The  ladies  of  the  church, 


Most  cordially  do  we  welcome  him  to 
this  great  inter-mural  Basin,  soon  to 
be  an  empire  in  itself.  His  yersatility 
admirably  fits  him  for  this  new  country. 
He  can  take  off  his  coat  and  make  the 
seats  and  pulpit  for  his  chapel ;  he  cau 


during  the  past  winter,  have  kept  open   drill  hia  own  choir,  superintend  his  Sun- 


a  Saturday  afternoon  school  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  poor  children  of  our 
city.  Much  good  has  already  been  ac- 
complished by  their  efforts. 

SCHOOLS  KEEDBD. 

I  am  more  and  more  impressed  with 
the  resemblance  between  our  mission 
work  in  Utah  and  similar  work  in  foreign 
lands.  The  reasons  that  influence  the 
missionaries  in  Syria  and  India  to  open 
day-schools  in  connection  with  their 
churches,  apply  with  equal  force  to  the 
Christian  worker  in  Utah.  There  is  here 
no  system  of  free-schools,  and  great 
numbers  of  children  are  growing  up  in 
ignorance.  Yet  where  schools  are  estab- 
lished they  are  well  attended. 

Many  violent  sectarians  who  are  preju- 
diced against  our  churches,  are  in  favor 
of  schools.  In  many  villages  of  this 
Territory  the  day-schools  and  the  Sun- 
day-schools must  go  before  and  prepare 
the  way  for  churches. 

I  know  it  is  not  the  work  of  the  Home 
Missionary  Society,  but  cannot  its  friends 
in  the  East  assist  us  in  opening  schools 
in  Ogden,  Salt  Lake  City,  and  Beaver 
Gity.%  Many  people  here,  know^ing  what 
our  Congregational  churches  have  done 
for  other  parts  of  the  country  by  their 
seal  for  establishing  and  maintaining 
schools  and  colleges,  are  now  led  to  look 
with  hope  to  these  churches  for  assist- 
ance in  promoting  the  Christian  educa- 
tion of  this  new  and  growing  Territory. 

I  am  right  glad  to  have  a  ministerial 
brother  so  near  as  Ogden.  Before  you 
commissioned  Mr.  Safford,  at  Ogden, 
my  nearest  Congregational  neighbors 
weri!  at  Reno  on  the  west  and  Cheyenne 
on  the  cast — 500  miles  on  either  side  of 
me.  For  over  two  years  I  was  the  only 
Congregational  minister  between  the 
Rocky    Mountains    and    the    Sierras. 


day-school,   and   preach  twice   on  the 
Sabbath. 


Bee.  A,  W,  Safford,  Ogden, 

HOUSE  OF  WORSHIP  NEBD]£d. 

It  seems  clear  to  me  that  little  further 
progress  can  be  made  here  until  we  hare 
a  suitable  church  edifice.  I  have  gath- 
ered, and  can  probably  hold,  a  small 
congregation,  and  some  good  can  be 
done  as  it  is.  The  Sabbath-school  work, 
in  particular,  is  very  promising ;  but  we 
are  at  a  great  disadvantage  without  a 
hoiisc  of  worship.  People  do  not  care 
to  climb  stairs  to  enter  a  hall,  when  two 
comfortable  churches  are  hard  by.  One 
of  the  two  other  churches  has  an  attract- 
ive building,  and  a  strong  social  ele- 
ment; the  other  is  now  quite  prosperous 
under  the  lead  of  a  new  minister.  If, 
now,  we  are  to  succeed  in  gaining  and 
keeping  a  position  of  influence,  we  must 
have  a  comfortable  and  pleasant  place 
for  worship.  I  believe  Ogden  is  a  good 
point  to  hold  for  our  work,  on  account 
of  its  location,  its  probable  future,  its 
relation  to  other  points  in  the  Territory, 
and  its  present  opportunity  for  doing 
good.  But  in  order  to  make  this  work 
a  success,  money  must  be  raised  for  a 
church. 

A  SCHOOL  AliSO. 

Another  great  and  immediate  need  is 
the  establishment  of  a  school.  Is  it  not 
within  the  range  of  possibilities  to  se- 
cure means  for  judiciously  attempting 
the  enterprise?  Among  the  Eastern 
churches,  can  you  not  find  some  man  or 
woman  to  whom  God  has  given  liberally, 
who  would  furnish  a  few  thousand  dol- 
lars to  plant  a  Christian  school  in 
this  Mormon  land?  Ten  thousand 
dollars  would  build  both  church  and 
school-house.    Think  what  that  $10,000 
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would  accomplish  for  Christ  and  hu- 
maoity  I 

I  do  not  think  the  school  could  be 
made  a  snccess  unless  it  were  free;  but 
if  a  free-school  of  good  grade  could  be 
established,  it  would  undoubtedly  soon 
become  a  strong  power.  The  right  way 
to  get  hold  of  these  Mormons  is  by 
means  of  schools.  Once  established,  I 
believe  that  a  sufficient  number  of  Sab- 
bath-schools could  be  induced  to  pledge 
a  giyen  amount,  year  by  year,  to  main- 
tain the  work  and  pay  the  salary  of  at 
least  one  competent  teacher. 


COLORADO. 
Hev.  J/1  JT.  Eolbroohj  Longmant 

HEALTHFUL  OBOWTH. 

We  have  a  manifest  revival  of  interest 
%&d  eifort  among  Christians,  although  as 
7et  without  additions  upon  profession. 
I  have  received  many  happy  tokens  of 
spiritual  progress  in  families,  and  there 
i«  a  growing  state  of  inquiry,  **What 
Can  we  do  to  gather  in  strangers,  and 
interest  those  who  do  come?^'     Relig- 
ious conversation  is  easier  and  more  fre- 
<^uent ;  family  altars  have  been  set  up ; 
and  some  who  never  attended  prayer- 
xneetings  are  now  never  absent,  but  are 
Happy   in  new-found  peace  and  zeal. 
rrhcy  now  think  they  were  not  Christians 
l>ef  ore.     New  energy  shows  itself  in  the 
Sunday-school,  where  the  people  have  a 
mind  to  work.     Our  school  must  always 
l>e  largely  one  of  adults,  as  there  are 
only  four  children  of  parents  in  our 
church,  in  the  village.     Yet  the  school 
averages  about  thirty. 

I  might  report  the  material  prosperity 
of    Longmont:    the   large    acreage    of 
wheat  already  sown;  the  cheerful  tone 
of  farmers;    the  general  confidence  of 
success  the  coming  year ;  the  green  fields 
of  grain  in  sight,  in  all  directions ;  the 
proposed    extension    of   the    Colorado 
Central  railroad,  hence    to    Cheyenne, 
through  the  finest  grain  section  of  Colo- 
rado;   many  families  coming  in  from 
Ohio  and  Illinois,  and  the  numbers  to 
come  shortly  from  New  York   State. 

2 


But  I  have  thought  that  the  few  indica- 
tions of  spiritual  progress  were  more 
valuable  statistics  for  the  purpose  of 
the  Society. 


NEBRASKA. 
Rev.  A,  Maxwell,  Hed  Cloud. 

TEAM  WANTBD. 

One  of  the  chief  wants  of  my  field  is 
often  brought  to  my  notice  by  this  m- 
vitation :  "  Bring  your  wife  with  you." 
If  my  field  were  a  small  one,  within  the 
compass  of  a  few  miles,  I  could  do  this 
with  little  expense ;  but  when  I  am 
twenty  miles  from  some  of  my  stations, 
and  t^n  and  twelve  from  others,  it  is  out 
of  my  reach,  as  it  costs  from  three  to 
four  dollars  a  day  to  hire  a  team.  I 
have  but  one  pony,  which  I  ride  in  the 
saddle.  If  I  had  a  team  of  my  own, 
so  that  I  coi^d  take  my  wife  with  me 
occasionally,  as  I  go  from  place  to  place, 
through  her  acquaintance  with  the  peo- 
ple I  could  learn  more  of  their  trials  and 
wants,  and  thus  be  able  to  do  them  far 
more  good.  I  have  been  endeavoring  to 
procure  a  team  for  the  past  four  years, 
but  the  grasshopper  devastation  has 
cramped  me.    It  would  cost  about  $150. 


KANSAS. 

Bev.  G.  0.  Blahe,  Phillipsburg. 

KIND  WORDS  OP   APPRECIATION.' 

The  draft  "on  account,  for  half  the 
amount  due,"  is  received.  I  desire  to 
say  for  your  encouragement  that,  al- 
though I  need  money  badly  enough,  and 
can  hardly  get  along  without  it,  I  know 
and  feel  that  you  are  doing  all  you  can, 
and  I  do  appreciate  the  care  and  anxiety 
which  every  "report"  brings  to  you. 
While  we,  out  on  the  frontier,  are  labor- 
ing for  the  Master,  amid  trials  and  dis- 
couragements, I  realize  that  you,  too, 
have  your  burdens  and  cares.  I  feel  no 
impatience,  or  fault-finding  disposition, 
when  the  much-needed  draft  is  delayed, 
but  pray  God  that  your  burdens  and 
cares  may  be  cast  upon  him  who  careth 
for  you.    Our  houses  may  be  open,  our 
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lanlere  nearly  empty,  and  "  hard  times  " 
at  the  door ;  but  theo  j/our  hands  are 
empty,  and  j/our  heart*  heaTj,  and  yon 
need  oor  preyere.  You  have  them. 
The  Lord  will  provide.  "These  light 
BfBictions  are  but  for  &  moment"  Can 
we  not  Bay  with  8t.  Paul,  "  We  glorj  in 

tribulations    also because    the 

lore  of  Qod  is  shed  abroad  in  our 
hearts!"  That  amply  comjwnsates  for 
a  life  of  toil  and  perplexity.  I  some- 1 
times  think  if  yon  knew  how  fully  the 
missionaries  realize  your  trials  it  might 
lighten  them.  May  the  Lord  bleu  you 
and  your  work  1  I 

Jtev.  H.  Hoddle,  MePkerton  Center. 

Givmo  THAT  coara— AND  patb. 
A.  poor  old  widow,  a  member  of  this 
church,  living  upon  a  homeetead,  and 
dependent  upon  its  produce,  last  ycai- , 
had  only  six  and  a  half  acres  of  wheat,  | 
one  acre  of  corn,  and  a  imall  gardi-n  . 
plot.  She  was  very  peaceful,  through  , 
faith  in  her  Heavenly  Father,  and  dcdi-  | 
cated  ten  bushels  of  her  best  wheat  tci  I 
the  forwarding  of  his  cause.  Her  six  \ 
and  a  half  acres  of  wheat  yielded  only 
forty-flve  bushels,  worth  flfty-flve  cealp  j 
a  bushel ;  her  com  crop  was  nearly  t> 
failure,  and  the  garden  yielded  thirteen  | 
bushels  of  potatoes,  worth  thirty  cents  n  ' 
bushel.  Her  entire  crop  was  not  wortli 
tUirty-Hve  dollars.  Under  these  circum- 1 
atances  her  friends  persuaded  her  that 
she  could  not  afford  to  pay  her  sub-, 
scriptioQ,  and  she  accordingly  took  hei- 1 
name  from  the  list.  But  at  the  ssmr? 
time  she  lost  her  peace  of  mind,  which  ' 
neither  arguments  nor  prayers  coulil 
restore,  until  she  resolved  to  trust  thi; 
Lord  to  provide  for  her,  and  put  her 
name  back  on  the  list  for  the  lami^ 
amount  aa  before.  Since  that  time  h^r 
peace  has  been  unbroken,  and  the  Loni 
lias  raised  up  for  her  many  friends. 
One  dollar,  of  the  flvo  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  realized  for  the  wheat,  haa  been 
accounted  for  to  the  Home  Missionary- 
Society.  I  have  DO  doubt  that  many 
such  dollars  have  found  their  way  tn 
your  treasury  ;    and  this   little   circum- 
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stance,  coming  under  my  own  obaerva- 
tion,  enables  me  to  appreciate  their 
value,  and  leads  me  to  feel  the  reeponsi- 
bility  of  receiving  such  money,  and  tlie 
necessity  for  making  a  judidoDs  use  of 
it,  as  never  before. 

HINMESOTA. 
Rn,  0.  A.  Starr,  Uonfendaa. 

BXCOXPKSSKD  AT  LA«T. 

The  Lord  has  been  with  ua,  arontiiig 
ChriatianB  to  full  sympathy  with  his 
work,  and  saving  those  who  were  out  of 
Christ.  Six  of  onrworst  men  havebtfen 
taktn  from  drunkenness,  and  now, 
clothed  and  in  their  right  minds,  are 
following  their  Lord,  llie  work  hat 
been  peculiar,  in  taking  deepest  hold  on 
the  better  class  of  minds.  It  has  left 
but  few  of  them,  and  some  of  that  few 
ire  yet  to  yield.  The  extra  meetings 
lusted  seven  and  a  half  weeks;  the  lait 
four  and  a  half  weeks  of  which  I  spent 
in  visiting  from  house  ;o  house,  from 
morning  till  night,  and  the  last  three 
weeks  I  preached  every  night  My 
Methodist  neighbor  was  with  me  the  first 
four  and  a  half  weeks.  I  have  been 
wonderfully  blesned  in  my  own  soul, 
having  received  a  mighty  baptism  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
few  of  the  youth  were  reached,  owing 
I  to  an  unfortunate  circumstance.  The 
number  of  conversions  and  reclamations 
I  reaches  nearly  fifty,  and  the  work  still 
'  moves  on  steadily  and  mightily. 

Thus  have  the  long  years  of  sowing 
I  been  rewarded  with  a  bountiful  faarreat 
I  have  sometimes  been  almost  ready  to 
conclude  that  my  work  was  done  in 
Montevideo,  or  that  I  had  mistaken  the 
call  that  brought  me  here,  almost  ux 
years  ago.  But  I  can  go,  now,  on  the 
strength  of  this  refreshing,  as  many 
years  as  Elijah  did  days  on  the  strength 
from    the    b»rley   cake    and    cruse    of 

water.  

Bm.  L.  H.  Motet,  Walnut  Station. 

ORB  AT  AWAKKNIKO. 

I  know  you  will  rejoice  in  the  gra- 
cious work  God  has  wrought  at  lumber- 
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ton,  the  like  of  which  I  never  witnessed 
before.  All  classes  haye  been  reached. 
We  connt  seyenteen  heads  of  fat^ilies 
among^  those  reclaimed  or  converted. 
Not  less  than  twenty-five  young  people 
gi  ye  hopeful  signs  of  renewal.  Last  Sab- 
bath I  baptized  nineteen,  and  received 
twenty-one  into  the  church.  In  two 
weeks  we  shall  admit  others.  I  hope  for 
at  least  fifteen  or  twenty  more.  The 
church  has  come  up  to  a  new  spiritual 
life.  Pray  for  us,  that  we  may  hold  this 
place  for  Christ  When  I  can  leave,  I 
shall  return  to  Walnut  Station,  where 
special  interest  exists,  and  meetings  are 
well  attended. 


WISCONSIN. 
Bev,  F.  B,  Doe^  Superintendent. 

BUSY  AND  HAPPY. 

The  quarter  ending  May  1st  has  been 
a  busy  one.  During  that  time  I  have 
conducted  seventy-one  meetings,  and 
delivered  that  number  of  addresses, 
forty  of  them  sermons.  I  spent  several 
days  in  Hartford,  in  revival  work,  also 
in  Ashland ;  it  requires  600  miles 
travel  to  visit  Ashland.  The  Wisconsin 
Central  railroad  is  finished,  except  a  gap 
of  twelve  miles.  We  made  that  in  a 
lumber  wagon,  in  five  hours,  through 
forest  and  swamp,  the  hardest  road  I 
ever  saw.  I  have  organized  two 
churches,  Clintonville  with  twelve  mem- 
bers, and  Hixton  with  forty-six.  This 
latter  used  up  a  week,  and  made  400 
miles  of  trayel.  Brother  Miner  and  myself 
met,  prepared  and  issued  a  Sunday- 
school  circular,  setting  forth  the  new 
work  for  Wisconsin.  We  hope  some- 
thing of  good  will  come  out  of  it.  My 
health  was  never  so  good  as  in  the  past 
three  months,  but  having  pushed  the 
work  so  hard  and  long,  I  hope  now  to 
remain  at  home  for  two  or  three  weeks. 

This  ends  my  ninth  year  as  Superin- 
tendent for  the  Society,  though  it  hard- 
ly seems  possible.  My  work  is  poor 
enough  now,  but  when  I  think  how 
little  I  knew  about  it  at  the  first,  it  is 
both  laughable  and  sad.    And  yet,  I 


knew  as  much  about  the  Home  Mission- 
ary work,  I  suppose,  as  most  pastors  do ; 
probably  more.  We  musf  live  and 
learn.  It  is  a  difiicult  position,  and  I 
sometimes  feel  quite  ready  to  surrender 
it  for  some  quiet  pastorate.  Yet  there 
is  a  charm  and  inspiration  to  me  in  this 
work ;  one  can  do  so  much  in  so  short  a 
time  I  I  greatly  enjoy  going  to  a  town, 
and  getting  the  people  all  waked  up  in 
a  few  days.  The  good  work  is  certainly 
prospering  on  this  fields 


IOWA. 
Bet,  E.  H,  Martin,  Ogden, 

REVIVAL. 

Rejoice  with  me  over  the  good  work 
God  has  been  carrying  on  in  Ogden 
during  these  two  months.     Never  before 
has  he  visited  this  place  in  such  power. 
The  work  has  been  quiet  and  slow,  but 
seems  likely  to  be  permanent.     We  be- 
gan by  observing  the  week  of   prayer, 
in    coDJimction    with    the    Methodist 
church.     At  the  close  of  that  week,  H. 
W.  Knapp,  of  Des  Moines,  began  labor 
with  us.      Evidences  of  God's  presence 
were  soon  manifested.     Cold  professors 
of  religion  began  to  warm  up,  and  sin- 
ners to  inquire  the  way  of  life.     The 
meetings  were  held  morning  and  even- 
ing.    The  morning  meetings,  beginning 
with  not  more  than  half  a  dozen,  grew 
till  they  numbered  seventy  or  more.     In 
the  evening,  our  largest  house,  holding 
about    200,   was    generally  full,   often 
over- crowded.     A  room  holding  300  or 
400  would  no  doubt  have  been  filled. 
Probably  seventy-five  in  all  have  taken 
a  decided  stand    on  the  Lord's  side, 
besides  many  who  had  become   mere 
nominal  Christians,  but  now  have  come 
out  in  strong  earnest     Our  congrega- 
tions and  Sunday-schools  have  increased 
in  number,  regularity  and  interest,  and 
the  work    still  continues  almost  una- 
bated.   Those  generally  considered  as 
the  ** hardest  cases"  in  town,  are  now 
coming  out   They  seem  in  dead  earnest. 
If  they  are  "soundly  converted,"  I  think 
they  may  be  regarded  as  "  miracles  of 
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grace."     It  looks  like  an  impossibilitj  ; 
but  "with^Qod  all  things  are  ijossible." 


MICHIGAN. 
Eev.  L.  Warrerif  Superintendent, 

CmTRCHES  OBOANIZBO. 

Within  the  past  quarter,  though  we 
have  not  sought  to  enlarge  the  work, 
four  churches  have  l>een  organized. 
Two  of  them — one  of  thirty-three  mem- 
bers, near  Newaygo,  under  the  labors  of 
Rev.  J.  N.  Hicks,  and  one  of  thirty-two 
members,  at  Hudsonville,  under  the 
labors  of  Rev.  W.  L.  Camp — were  the 
result  of  revivals  of  religion,  and  were 
both  made  up  almost  entirely  of  new 
converts.  At  Big  Rapids,  a  church  of 
seventeen  members  has  been  organized. 
In  this  important  and  growing  town  of 
3,500  inhabitants  we  have  hitherto  had  no 
church.  The  Presbyterian  church  there 
having  closed  at  least  for  the  present, 
there  seemed  plenty  of  room,  and  at  the 
solicitation  of  brethren,  nearly  all  of 
whom   had  formerly  been  members   of 


that  church,  I  spent '  considerable  time 
there.  The  church  starts  with  seTen- 
teen  members,  and  will  need  missionary 
help  the  first  year;  but  not  longer,  I 
judge.  A  church  of  seven  members  was 
organized  at  Millbrook,  last  Sunday. 
Besides  these  four  organizing  Coancila, 
I  have  attended  two  ordaining  Coundls, 
one  dedication,  and  two  meetings  of 
local  Conferences;  I  have  also  preached 
nearly  every  Sunday,  and  visited  churches 
at  other  times,  to  counsel  as  to  building 
and  other  matters. 

Last  winter  there  were  more  reyirals 
than  in  any  preceding  winter  since  I 
have  been  in  the  State,  and  I  think  the 
results,  this  winter,  will  be  nearly  as 
good  as  the  last,  when  we  come  to  gather 
up  the  fruits  and  to  reach  the  results  of 
meetings  in  progress.  We  have  some 
excellent  ministers  in  North-western 
Michigan  now ;  men  through  whom  the 
Lord  seems  to  work,  and  I  hope  for 
spiritual  fruit,  in  greater  quantity  on 
this  ground,  which  we  have  hitherto 
planted  and  watered. 


^ifi(tlUnt0n$. 


REVIVALS  OP  RELIGION. 

Cub  correspondence  shows  that,  to  an 
extent  seldom  experienced,  throughout 
large  portions  of  the  Western  country, 
the  Lord  is  graciously  visiting  his  people. 
Glimpses  of  the  work — all  we  can  afford 
apace  for — appear  in  our  pages  of  *'  Mis- 
nonary  Intelligence.^'*  Having  occasion, 
for  another  purpose,  to  look  over  a  pile 
of  quarterly  reports  lately  received,  we 
noted  a  part  of  those  which  spoke  of  in- 
creased religious  interest,  and  it  may 
quicken  the  faith  and  prayers  of  the 
friends  of  Home  Missions,  to  glance  at 
the  list  here  given,  meager  as  it  neces- 
sarily is,  for  want  of  room. 

New  York.— Little  Valley:  20,  and 
at  Dublin  school-house  80  or  more  hope- 
ful converts.  Stockholm :  greatly  bless- 
ed, many  conversions.  West  Salamanca : 
10  or  12  converts ;  church  organized  with 
14  members. 


Pennsylvania. — Riceville :  great  tem- 
perance revival ;  400  signed  the  pledge, 
mostly  young  men ;  whole  face  of  society 
changed.  Corry:  ditto,  1,200  signed 
the  pledge. 

Indiana. — Oakland:  9  received  to  the 
church. 

Illinois. — Wythe:  over  50  conver- 
sions, 40  united  with  the  church ;  work  of 
quiet  solemnity.  Chenoa :  8  received  to 
the  church.  Thawville:  deep  and  grow- 
ing interest.  Chicago  (Bethany) :  steady 
active  interest;  congregation  doubled; 
frequent  conversions;  17  received  on 
profession. 

Missouri.  —  Brookfield :  50  conver- 
sions. West  Joplin :  whole  city  moved ; 
crowded  meetings ;  not  less  than  50  hope- 
ful converta 

MicmoAK. — Michigan  Center :  over  40 
conversioiis.    Dover:  14  recdved  lo  the 
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chnrch.  Grand  Haven ;  IS  received. 
Hersey:  growing  interest;  S  received. 
CrjBtal:  extra  meetings  ever;  nighty 
man;  seeking  tlie  Lord.  Lndington: 
maoycaiivetta;  20  received  to  the  churcli. 
Lowell:  temperance  revival ;  no  room  in 
town  luge  enough  to  bold  tlie  people. 
Oak  wood,  Sannac,  Wacouato,  greatl; 
quickened.  Orion :  not  len  tban  80  pro- 
feM  convenion,  nearly  all  received  to 
the  ohnrch.  EaBtmanville :  work  reach- 
ing many  of  the  older  people;  18  re- 
odved,  13  of  them  heads  of  families. 
South  Haven ;  between  00  anS  00  hop- 
ing ;  work  continues. 

Wtsooimra.  —  Hartford :  Supt  Doe 
"  preached  eleven  times  in  five  dajH : 
■ome  50  raoe  for  prayers ;  several  give 
dear  evidence  of  conversion."  Seymour: 
SOcoDveTBiona.  Hancock:  inthelast  six 
weeica,  scores  in  this  vidnity  have  turned 
to  the  Lord.  Pine  River :  extra  meetings 
for  weeks;  SO  hopeful  converts.  Hil- 
ton: between  SO  and  40  conversions,  and 
the  work  going  gloriously  on.  New 
Richmond :  work  among  the  young 
people,  mostly  of  the  Sandsy-schooL. 
Blroy :  great  religions  and  temperance 
movement,  GO  converBions.  Viroqua;  30 
received. 

Iowa. — Sabnla:  IS  united  with  the 
church;  more  to  follow.  Davenport: 
(German)  10  additions.  Cromwell;  33 
received,  and  87  at  two  out-stations. 
BoonsboTo :  all  but  two  or  three  fami- 
lies aroused;  many  asking  prayers ; 
some  hoping.  Sibley  ;  decided  religioua 
quickening.  Creston :  24  added  to  the 
church-  Strawberry  Point :  growing  in- 
terest ;  5  recdved,  more  to  come.  SU:w- 
art :  4  or  5  wec^'  meetings ;  15  iuquirers, 
several  rejoicing  in  hope.  Cincimuti : 
12  united  with  the  church,  more  coming; 
Mount  Hope  chnrch  doubled  its  mem- 
bership. Lewis;  20  conversions,  10  re- 
ceived. Belmond  and  Clarion ;  revived ; 
backaliden  reclaimed ;  five  received  to 
church. 

MiHiTEaaTA.  —  Walnut  Station  and 
I^mberton:  see  letter  from  Rev.  L.  H. 
Hoaet,  page  M  ftipt  Cobb  writei :  "  Re- 


ports similar  to  the  above  have  recently 
come  in  from  twenty-five  points  in  this 
field.  At  HutcblnaoD,  the  work  is  sweep- 
ing. I  need  eight  men  to  do  just  auch 
work."  Spring  Valley:  28  received  to 
the  church. 

Eansab.— North  Topeka:  28  conver- 
sions. Lawrence  (South)  :  B  received  to 
the  church.  Brookville:  12  received. 
Buffalo  City:  four  weeks'  meetings  in 
Scatter  Creek;  many  hoping,  mosUy 
heads  of  families:  two  Sunday -schooli 
started;  church  of  18  members  organ- 
ized. Bull's  City:  10  received.  Sabetha: 
meetings  twice  a  day  for  five  weeks; 
cordial  union  of  ChriatianB ;  18  received. 
Alma:  52  received  to  church;  28  bap- 
tized ;  72  added  in  two  months. 

Nbbbabka. — Cupola:  church  organ- 
ized of  more  than  SO  members:  deep  in- 
|tereet  Craig's:  11  hopeful  conversions. 
Aurora:  38  conversions.  Seeley:  8  re- 
iceivcd;  more  to  come. 

CALiFoitsiA. — Woodland:  deep  in- 
terest; congregation  doubled  or  trebled. 

HOW    A  CHURCH    PROSPERED. 

Thosb  who  watcli  our  monthly  ac- 
knowledgment of  receipts,  will  have  no- 
ticed in  Tht  Hom«  MUtioaary  for  Hay,  a 
legacy  of  f  1,000  from  the  late  ifrs.  Jane 
DoremuB,  of  the  Congregational  church 
in  Woodbridge,  N.  J.,  Rev.  8.  Lee  HiU- 
;er,  pastor.  We  had  already  been  notified 
of  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  church  to 
ftsk  no  further  aid  from  this  Society,  but 
to  undertake  by  themaelvu  the  payment 
of  the  year's  expenses — not  leas  than 
tt,S20. 

Very  seldom  are  we  permitted  to  record 
to  rapid  a  progress  from  birth  to  major- 
ity, and  for  the  encouragement  of  other 
foung  poatore  and  churches,  struggling 
with  the  obstacles  common  to  the  fint 
years  of  a'church's  history,  we  make  room 
for  aome  of  the  facts  in  tliia  case,  as 
drawn  from  our  own  observation  of  the 
field  and  the  pastor's  reports. 

The  church  was  organized  in  1874, 
and  had  no  pastor  tiU  Mr.  Hillyer  was 
commisaioned,  April  1, 1875.    They  be- 
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gan  with  a  membership  of  forty -one,  and 
at  the  end  of  two  years  num1)ered  ninety- 
a  net  gain  of  1 25  per  cent.    Though 


one 


^ 


the  people  have  suffered  greatly  in  the 
general  financial  prostration — the  wcaUh- 
iest  of  them  not  doing  enough  busines  to 
support  their  families — yet  they  have 
built  and  paid  for  a  pleasant  and  com- 
modious church,  worth  over  $15,000. 
They  have  from  the  start  taken  up  collec- 
tions for  both  home  and  foreign  missions 
— giving  to  foreign  missions,  last  year, 
$71.  Their  contributions  to  the  A.  H. 
M.  Society  have  paid  over  eight  per  cent, 
interest  on  the  money  received  from  its 
treasury,  and  the  above  mentioned  legacy 
pays  back  the  principal.  This  was  so 
intended  by  the  donor,  who  would  oth- 
erwise have  given  it  to  the  church. 

The  spiritual  development  of  the 
church  has  been  equally  remarkable. 
When  it  was  organized,  "outsiders*' 
freely  taunted  it,  saying,  that  it  could 
not  hold  prayer-meetings,  for  lack  of 
praying  men,  and  there  really  were  but 
four  men  in  the  church  who  had  ever 
taken  part  in  prayer-meetings,  although 
some  had  been  professing  Christians  for 
a  quarter  of  a  century. 

Working  with  these  men  individually, 
the  pastor  induced  one  after  another  to 
pray.    Meanwhile  the  Lord  added  con- 
verts to  the  church  and  taught  them  to 
pray ;  until  now  of  thirty-five  male  mem- 
bers, all  but  five  or  six  pray  frequently 
in  public  meetings.    A  young  people's 
meeting,  conducted    entirely  by  them- 
selves, has  been  kept  up  for  eighteen 
months,  with  great  interest  and  profit. 
Two  regular  weekly  prayer-meetings  are 
also  held,  one  in  the  church  and  the 
other  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  and 
are  largely  attended.    A  ladies*  mission- 
ary society  and  **  social,"  meeting  every 
alternate  week,  do  much  for  the  church's 
social  life.    The  young  people  also  have 
a  flourishing  literary  society.    The  Sun- 
day-school has  grown  from  twenty-five 
members  to  125.    Among  its  interesting 
features  are  two  large  Bible-classes  of 
young  men,  almost  every  one  of  whom 
has  been  brought  to  Christ  since  the 


church  was  formed.  Even  while  going 
through  the  ordeal  of  building  a  sanctu- 
ary, the  utmost  harmony  has  prevailed, 
and  the  presence  of  God  has  been  con- 
stantly manifest. 

The  pastor  has  laid  great  stress  upon 
his  pulpit  efforts,  at  the  same  time  giving 
much  thought  and  work  to  prayer-meet- 
ings and  pastoral  labor.  By  a  carefully 
written  sermon  in  the  morning,  and  an 
extempore  one  in  the  evening,  he  has 
drawn  upon  all  classes.  Often  when  the 
evening  sermon  has  taken  strong  hold  of 
the  audience,  the  people  are  invited  to 
remain  for  a  short  prayer-meeting.  On 
such  occasions,  scarcely  a  person  leaves 
the  house  till  the  close  of  the  second 
meeting,  and  the  effect  of  those  meetings 
has  been  very  marked. 

There  is  nothing  so  peculiar  about 
these  methods  that  they  may  not  be  tried 
everywhere.  We  commend  them  to  the 
consideration  of  our  young  brethren  in 
charge  of  other  aided  churches.  If  they 
and  their  people  pursue  them  with  equal 
zeal  and  self-denial,  who  can  say  but 
many  another  church  may  be  equally 
blessed  ?  Happy  the  man  permitted  to 
see,  from  two  years  of  hard  yet  joyful  la- 
bor, results  that  many  another  has  toiled 
a  lifetime  to  accomplish.  To  God  alone 
be  all  the  glory ! 

LETTER    FROM    AN    EX-MIS- 
SIONARY. 

\Wk  gladly  print  the  following,  from  a 
veteran  of  seventy-six  years,  many  of  them 
given  to  home  missionary  service  of  the 
most  self-denying  sort.  Its  sweet  Christian 
spirit  we  trust  will  cheer  and  strengthen 
other  aged  servants  of  our  Lord  ;  and  we 
know  it  will  commend  the  writer  to  the  af- 
fection and  prayer  of  every  devout  reader]. 

"  I  KNOW  you  will  be  glad  that  I  am 
still  so  f avoi-ed  of  God  as  to  be  able  to 
preach  every  Sabbath,  attending  always 
two  services,  and  sometimes  three.  There 
has  been  a  very  pleasant  state  of  religious 
feeling  in  the  congregation  since  the 
opening  of  the  year.  It  may  not  be  a 
revival ;  it  is  a  refreshing.  The  friends 
of  Christ  are  prayerful  and  earnest,  the 
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impenitent  sober-minded,  and  a  few  are  ' 
serious  and  convicted.  The  congregation 
increases  in  numbers,  and  a  few  habitual  | 
absentees  from  the  house  of  God  are 
dropping  in.  By  discipline,  we  have  re- 
duced our  number  and  increased  our 
strength.  The  church  has  never  been  in  . 
as  good,  a  spiritual  state,  though  there  is 
no  growth  in  outward  prosperity.  Times 
are  as  stringent,  and  money  is  as  scarce 
as  ever.  Perhaps  our  good  President,  by 
a  wise  poUcy,  will  help  to  gradually  re- 
store confidence,  and  so  prosperity.  God 
speed  the  right  I  How  full  of  comfort 
the  thought,  that  Onmipotence  is  on  the 
side  of  the  true  and  pure  and  good. 
This  is  a  blessed  age  to  live  in.  To  be 
living  is  sublime,  if  we  can  only  by  grace 
live  well,  and  be  able  to  sing  at  the  close 
of  every  passing  day  that  sweet  hymn, 

'  One  more  day^s  work  for  Jesus, 
One  less  of  life  for  me.^ 


<c 


of  Redemption  break  upon  our  expanded 
minds  and  purified  vision !  * 

**  I  am  quite  free  f com  worldly  cares, 
going  and  coming  when  I  choose ;  only  I 
ca^ot  go  out  very  far,  as  the  fare  must 
be  paid.  I  content  myself,  therefore, 
with  inexpensive  journeys.  I  get  a  small 
pittance  for  my  services,  and  the  good 
ladies  of  the  East  send  me  a  box  of  cloth- 
ing every  year,  so  *  I  have  all  things  and 
abound,*  God  supplies  the  needs,  not  al- 
ways the  wants.  I  should  come  East,  if 
X  had  the  means.  Old  friends  arc  there, 
whose  faces  it  would  do  me  good  like  a 
medicine  to  see.  We  shall  meet  on  tlie 
other  side  of  Jordan.  God  bless  you  all 
*  with  all  spiritual  blessings  in  Christ  Je- 
sus.'   Don't  forget  to  pray  for  me." 

MXOHiaAK. 


A  great  wave  of  mercy  is  rolling 
over  the  world.  There  is  to  be  no  fail- 
ure in  the  great  plan  of  Redemption.  No 
failure  !  What  courage  the  thought  in- 
spires ;  and  how  can  God's  people  help 
saying  with  brave  Caleb  and  Joshua, '  Let 
us  go  up  at  once  and  possess  the  land, 
for  we  are  well  able  to  overcome  it  ...  . 
If  the  Lord  delight  in  us,  he  will  give  it 
us.' .... 

**My  good  wife  has  been  now  more 
than  a  year  in  heaven,  and  I  am  waiting 
on  the  border  of  the  better  land  to  join 
her,  as  soon  as  it  shall  seem  meet  for  God 
to  call  me.  The  cords  that  have  bound  me 
to  earthly  moorings  are  well-nigh  all  cut, 
and  the  rest  will  snap  very  easily.  One 
thing  alone  makes. me  wish  to  live.  I 
find  a  blessedness  in  my  gospel  labors 
that  I  never  found  before.  A  sense  of 
unfitness  for  the  ministry  has  weighed 
me  down  all  my  life.  I  have  learned  to 
cast  my  burdens  on  the  Lord.  I  confess  it 
has  taken  me  a  good  while,  but  O,  what 
a  blessed  lesson  when  well  learned  I  And 
then  the  glory  of  the  gospeL  I  just  be- 
gin to  getf^limpses  of  its  wonders.  Eter- 
nity only  will  unfold  them  clearly,  fully. 
When  we  grow  up  to  tall  eternal  man- 
hoody  how  will  the  nndiscoYered  glories 


ANOTHER   HEART   FULL. 

**  1  HAVE  several  times  read  the  article 
in  The  Home  Missionary  for  April,  page 
293,  entitled  *  My  Heart  is  Full.'  Each 
reading  has  pressed  on  me  this  query, 
Why  not  write  to  the  Society,  how  we 
are  at  times  altogetlier  discouraged  ? 

''  It  is  the  Sabbath,  and  a  little  band 
of  Sabbath -school  scholars,  that  I  have 
taught  since  they  were  old  enough  to  at- 
tend the  school,  and  who  now  think  they 
are  Christians,  have  just  left  my  house, 
where  each  Sabbath  afternoon  ten  or  fif- 
teen meet  to  pray.  We  sing  from  *  Gospel 
Songs ; '  I  read  a  chapter  from  the  Bible 
and  pieces  for  youth  from  the  New  York 
Observer.  The  class  seem  interested ;  at 
times  all  take  part,  and  I  think  I  can  see 
progress  in  the  Christian  life.  But  it 
needs  a  tender  shepherd's  care  to  look 
not  only  after  these  lambs,  but  after  many 
who  are  going  astray.  Our  need  of  a 
minister  was  seen  this  beautiful  morning. 
Many  came  to  worship,  but  soon  left,  for 
*  no  preaching '  was  echoed  from  one  to 
another,  and  soon  all  but  three  were  scat- 
tered; some  to  go  home,  some  to  the 

.  church.     We  who  remained,  felt 

that  we  ought  in  some  form  to  keep  up 
our  church  service  and  Sabbath-school. 
This,  for  a  small  place,  is  large  and  in- 
teresting, when  we  have  a  minister.    1 
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said,  '  Come  to  my  house ;  I  will  read  a 
sermon.^  I  read  one  from  the  text, '  The 
day  breaketh.'  The  one  brother  prayed 
earnestly  that  the  church  might  have  a 
minister  sent  of  Gk>d,  who  should  be  in- 
deed, a  shepherd  of  the  flock.  And  now 
can  you  help  to  answer  his  prayer  ?  You 
should  know  this  much  of  our  condition. 
We  have  three  resident  ministers,  of 
whom  the  youngest  has  preached  thirty 
years,  and  whose  health  allows  him  to 
preach  but  seldom.  The  others  are  re- 
spectivdy  80  and  83  years  of  age.  Neither 
feels  able  to  take  the  responsibility, 
and  all  are  afraid  of  seeming  officious. 

"  The  week  of  prayer  we  observed  with 
the  Methodists.  The  meetings  were  in- 
teresting, and  the  next  week  a  minister 
came  by  request  of  both  churches,  and 
remained  nearly  five  weeks.  The  church 
was  filled  night  after  night,  and  the  lec- 
ture room  every  afternoon.  There  were 
about  seventy  who  gave  good  evidence 
of  having  passed  from  death  to  life. 
Twelve  united  with  the  Methodists,  but 
we  ha^e  had  no  church  meeting,  no  com- 
munion, and  no  opportunity  for  persons 
to  unite.  Can  you  wonder  that  I  tremble 
for  these  precious  ones,  who  have  said  to 
me,  *  I  wish  to  unite  with  the  church ; 
are  we  not  going  to  have  a  minister  ? ' 

**We  have  a  very  pleasant  house  of 
worship  and  parsonage,  and  we  wish  to 
be  self-sustaining,  leaving  the  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society  to  send  to  others  the 
money  so  much  needed  elsewhere. 

**  We  need  a  young  minister,  as  you  see, 
for  we  already  have  three  older  ones.  We 
need  a  man  with  a  wife,  who  can  make 
to  himself  a  home,  and  have  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people.  We  need  a  pastor, 
as  well  as  a  preacher,  for  we  have  neigh- 
borhoods where  an  earnest,  wise,  kind 
minister  could  win  many  to  Christ.  Some 
who  had  not  been  in  a  church  for  years 
came  out,  during  the  meetings  last  win- 
ter, and  we  need  a  pastor  who  can  lead 
them  on  in  the  narrow  way.  Such  a  man 
I  think  would  be  welcomed,  and  find  a 
home  here  for  years.  Do  you  know  the 
man  for  us  ?  " 

Nkw  Yobs. 


A   HYMN   OP   HELP. 

[One  of  our  eldest  missionary  brethren, 
in  Nebraska,  sends  this  little  poem,  with  a 
request  that  it  may  appear  in  The  Hams 
Miationary,  The  slip  bears  evident  marks 
of  long  usage.  He  says,  **  The  lines  haye 
given  aid  and  comfort  not  only  to  me,  bat 
also  to  many  a  hungry  soul  to  whom  I 
minister  in  these  sod-houses  and  dug- 
outs." He  adds,  *'  I  can  sign  the  verses, 
and  affix  the  mbtto  to  the  seal :  ^  God  is 
true.' " — John,  3  :  38.  Few  men  live  who 
have  had  wider  opportunities  of  testing 
that  declaration.] 

GOD  THB  PROVIDEE. 

**  My  God  shall  supply  all  your  need,  ac- 
cording to  his  riches  in  glory  by  Christ 
Jesus."— PM.  4 :  19. 

Who  shall  tell  our  untold  need. 

Deeply  felt,  though  scarcely  known  ? 
Who  the  hungering  soul  can  feed, 

Guard  v^d  guide,  but  God  alone  ? 
Blessed  promise  I  while  we  see 
Earthly  friends  must  powerless  be, 
Earthly  fountains  quickly  dry  : 
^'  God^^  shall  all  your  need  supply. 

He  hath  said  it  I  so  we  know 
Nothing  less  can  we  receive. 

Oh  that  thoughtful  love  may  glow 
While  we  restfully  believe  ! 

Ask  not  how^  but  trust  him  still ; 

Ask  not  wTieny  but  wait  his  will  ; 

Simply  on  his  word  rely, 

God  *^  sKaU^^  all  your  need  supply. 

Through  the  whole  of  life's  long  way. 

Outward,  inward  need  we  trace ; 
Need  arising  day  by  day, 

Patience,  wisdom,  streng^  and  grace. 
Needing  Jesus  most  of  all, 
Full  of  need,  on  him  we  call ; 
Then  how  gracious  his  reply, 
God  shaU  *^  off  "  your  need  supply. 

Great  our  need,  but  greater  far 
Is  our  Father's  loving  power ; 

He  upholds  each  mighty  star. 
He  unfolds  each  tiny  flower, 

He  who  numbers  every  hair, 

Earnest  of  his  faithful  care. 

Gave  his  Son  for  us  to  die ; 

God  shall  all  ^^your"  need  supply. 
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Yet  we  often  yaxnly  plead 

For  a  fancied  good  denied, 
What  we  deemed  a  pressing  need 

Still  remaining  uDsapplied. 
Tet  from  dangers  all  concealed, 
Thus  oar  wisest  Friend  doth  shield ; 
No  good  thing  will  he  deny, 
Qcd  shall  all  your  *'  nesd  "  supply. 

Can  we  oonnt  redemption's  treasure, 
Scan  the  glory  of  6od*s  love  ? 

Such  shall  be  the  boundless  measure 
Of  his  blessings  from  aboye. 

All  we  ask  or  think,  and  more, 

He  will  giye  in  bounteous  store ; 

He  can  fill  and  satisfy, 

God  shall  all  your  need  ^'stipply/* 

One  the  channel,  deep'and  broad, 
From  the  fountain  of  the  throne, 

Christ  the  Savior,  Son  of  God, 
Blessings  flow  through  him  alone. 

He,  the  Faithful  and  the  True, 

Brings  us  mercies  eyer  new ; 

Till  we  reach  his  home  on  high, 

**  God  sTiaU  all  your  need  supply.** 

— Fbaxoss  Rxdlet  Uavxboax.. 


ROOM  LOWER  DOWN. 

Wkbsteh's  reply  to  one  who  remarked, 
*'  The  legal  profession  is  crowded,"  was, 
•*  There  is  room  higher  up,  sir  I " 

Our  work  has  taught  me  that  there  is 
room  lower  down.  A  brother,  seemingly 
going  to  a  warfare  at  his  own  charges, 
found  in  Madison  County  a  few  Chris- 
tians who  were  accustomed  to  meet  for 
mutual  edification  in  an  old  house  left 
unused  for  tliis  service.  One  of  their 
families  gave  the  minister  a  home,  and 
he  commenced  preaching ;  visiting  dur- 
ing the  week.  Soon  a  partition  had  to  be 
taken  out,  to  enlarge  the  room.  When 
the  place  became  altogether  too  strait  for 
them,  he,  as  a  practical  builder,  led  them 
on  to  put  up  a  suitable  church  edifice. 
This  work  is  now  accomplished,  and  the 
communicants,  increased  from  fifteen  to 
fifty,  have  a  substantial  '*  Father's  house'' 
by  the  way-side,  and  each  Sabbath  wit- 
nesses a  large  congregation  at  the  country 
church. 

In  Mercer  County,  nearly  200  miles 
north  of  this  place,  is  a  town  on  the 


Mississippi  River.  A  pastor  in  another 
town,  ten  miles  away,  had  instituted  a 
Friday  evening  lecture.  He  found  it  not 
difficult  to  gather  an  interested  company, 
largely  of  professed  infidels,  spiritualists, 
and  materialists.  At  th.e  close  of  the  lect- 
ure or  sermpn,  he  invited  discussion,  re- 
plies to  doctrines,  arguments,  and  facts 
presented  in  the  lecture.  Among  the 
things  frequently  alleged,  was  this :  that 
Christianity  dishonored  woman,  degrad- 
ing her  socially,  shutting  her  out  from  a 
career  of  influence  and  power.  A  young 
woman  of  spirit  and  of  ardent  desire  to 
win  souls  to  Christ,  has  gone  there  to 
labor.  Being  precluded  from  an  unused 
chuch  edifice,  because  she  was  a  woman, 
and  might  not  preach,  citizens  have  pro- 
vided her  a  hall  and  will  aid  in  her  sup- 
port. She  has  a  small  appreciative  con- 
gregation, and  a  Sabbath-school  of  fifty 
children.  In  the  Lyceum  or  "  Literary," 
a  town  affair,  she  stands  fearlessly,  with 
a  becoming  modesty — and  at  times  not 
without  hearty  applause — as  she  speaks 
for  the  Master  and  for  a  truly  Christian 
(as  the  highest  ideal)  manhood  and  wo- 
manhood. "  I  cannot  bear  the  thought " 
she  says,  "  that  the  children  here,  should 
grow  up  with  the  impression  that  the 
leading  thought  or  culture  of  the  world 
is  against  Christ  and  the  church,  and 
with  irreligion." 

In  Mason  County,  in  a  city  of  near 
2,000  people,  some  Christian  workers 
took  a  few  neglected  children  from  the 
street  and  opened  a  Sabbath-school.  It 
soon  increased  in  numbers.  Poor  chil- 
dren were  provided  with  clothes  when 
necessary.  Parents  were  visited.  Cottage 
prayer-meetings  begun.  In  less  than  a 
year  the  school  had  near  200  in  attend- 
ance, and  a  church  of  twenty-five  mem- 
bers was  organized.  This  was  a  mission 
enterprise,  and  thoroughly  apostolic;  a 
beginning  low  down,  and  recalling  old- 
time  realities,  and  sad  verities,  like  to 
those  Paul  knew,  when  he  said:  *' And 
such  were  some  of  you ;  but  ye  are  wash- 
ed, but  ye  are  sanctified,  but  ye  are  justi- 
fied, in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and 
by  the  Spirit  of  our  God." 
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Older  fields  need  gleaners,  for  prodi- 
gal children,  lost  silver,  fallen  grain.  It 
is  apparent,  however  true  and  trite  it 
may  be,  that  there  are  more  churches 
here  now  than  can  be  supported ;  that 
there  is  ample  room  lower  down. 

M.  K.  W. 

Illihou. 


OUR  COUNTRY  FOR  CHRIST. 

That  was  a  significant  fact  when  the 
(Genoese    explorer    entered     American 
waters,  that  he  gave  the  name  **San 
Salvador,"  or  **Holy  Savior,"  to  the 
first  discovered' land,  and  there  rever- 
ently reared  the  symbol  of  redemption. 
May  we  not  believe  that  this  augury  will 
yet  be  more  fully  realized  in  the  posses- 
sion of  our  country  by  Christ?    There 
was  a  still  more  intelligent  consecration 
of  this  soil  made  by  our  fathers  at  Ply- 
mouth.    Wonderfully  did  God  extend 
their  domain  by  providential  interposi- 
tions.    In  1776  the  colonists  occupied 
little  more  than  a  small  portion  of  the 
seacoast.     By  the  French  treaty  of  1803 
the  vast  valley  of  the  Mississippi  came 
under  our  control.     Then  the  power  of 
Spain    was    broken   on    these    shores. 
Texas  and  California,   with  their  im- 
mense wealth,  next  followed,  and  then 
by  the  cession  of  Russian  regions  our 
domain  was  extended  northward.    The 
same    Providence    has    frustrated    the 
efforts  of  foreign  sovereigns    to    gain 
foothold  here,   so  that  now  one   flag 
floats  in  all  directions  from  the  Penob- 
scot to  the  Pacific. 

May  we  not  believe  that  God  has 
opened  this  field  to  us  as  a  territory  to 
be  held  for  Christ?  Dr.  Patterson  re- 
marked in  a  discourse  at  San  Francisco 
that  the  whole  broad  continent  is  as 


plainly  assigned  to  the  American  church 
as  tliough  Moses  arose  from  the  de»d 
and  said  to  us,  **  The  great  sea  westward 
shall  be  your  border ; "  that  this  terri- 
tory is  as  really  sacred  as  is  that  of  tbc 
Commonwealth;  that  the  assertion  of 
her  sovereignty  is  no  less  momentous, 
and  that  our  safety  depends  on  the  oc- 
cupation and  evangelization  of  every 
portion  of  it  without  delay.  .  .  .  Shall 
not  God's  people  ratify  the  consecration 
which  was  made  by  our  pious  fore- 
fathers ?  They  knew  not  then  the  mag- 
nificence of  the  empire  they  founded, 
either  in  its  geographic  vastneas,  its  his- 
toric forces,  or  in  its  spiritual  relation- 
ship to  the  world. 

It  has  been  tnily  said  that  our  civili- 
zation is  peculiarly  self-difTusive  in  its 
energy,  and  so  adapted  to  possess  the 
earth.  It  is  in  this  light  that  the  signi- 
ficance of  this  consecration  is  seen,  and 
the  momentous  nature  of  its  results  may 
be  measured. 

What  grander  spectacle  could  be  wit- 
nessed, on  the  first  day  of  the  week  that 
ushers  in  our  national  festivities  in  July, 
than  to  see  a  Christian  people  on  their 
knees  loyally  and  lovingly  renewing  the 
oath  of  their  fathers,  and  solemnly  giv- 
ing the  land  again  to  him  on  whose  head 
are  many  crowns?  Grander,  indeed,  in 
the  sight  of  heaven  than  the  pomp  and 
pageant  of  military  display,  and  more 
auspicious  in  promise  of  future  glory 
than  the  gathered  treasures  of  sea  and 
land.  "Our  country,  then,  for  Christ,'' 
shall  be  our  motto  and  our  prayer,  and 
may  he  who  heard  the  petitions  of 
Washington  at  Valley  Forge,  and  of 
Lincoln  in  the  darkest  hours  of  the  re- 
bellion, hear  and  answer  our  interces- 
sions in  abundant  blessings  on  our  be- 
loved land. — Herald  and  Pre4hj/ter, 


POST-OFFICE  OBBEBS. 

Friends  who  remit  post-oflice  orders  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Society 

will  very  greatly  oblige  us  by  seeing  that  they  are  drawn  on  "  Station  D, 

New  York  City."     Station  D  is  a  money-order  office,  very  near  the  Society's 

rooms,  and  the  collection  of  orders  through  it,  instead  of  the  Genei-al  Post- 

o^ce,  18  a  great  saving  of  time. 
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Ammrloma  Congregational  Union. 

Rby.  Rat  Palmbr,  D.D.,  Sec,  69  Bible 

Home,  Net^  York. 
Rbv.  Christopher  Cushiko,  D.D.,  Sec., 

20  Congregational  House,  Boston. 
N*.   A.   Calkins,  Esq.,  Treas.,  69  Bible 

House,  New  York. 

The  following  are  the  chief  points  of  a 
brief  statement  of  the  objects  and  work 
;)f  the  Union,  presented  by  one  of  the  Sec- 
retaries, in  connection  with  the  annual 
sermon,  preached  by  Rev.  M.  M.  G.  Dana, 
3f  Norwich,  Ct,  in  the  Church  of  the  Dis- 
nples,  N.  Y.,  (Rev.  G.  fL  Hepworth,)  on 
the  evening  of  April,  29,  1877 : 

The^r«;  clause  of  the  second  article 
^{  the  constitution  of  the  Union  is  as 
follows : — **  The  particular  business  and 
objects  of  the  Society  shall  be,  to  collect, 
preserve,  and  publish  authentic  inf  onna- 
tion  concerning  the  history,  condition, 
ind  continued  progress  of  the  Congrega- 
tional churches  in  all  parts  of  this  coun- 
ty, ^vith  their  affiliated  institutions,  and 
«^ith  their  relations  to  kindred  churches 
ind  institutions  in  other  countries." 

Accordingly,  for  several  of  its  earlier 
jrears,  the  Union  published  and  circulated 
the  Congregational  Year  Booh,  contain- 
ing the  most  complete  statistics  of  our 
churches  that  it  was  then  possible  to 
obtain.  A  steady  progress  was  made 
in  the  difficult  work  of  collecting  and 
arranging  these,  until,  in  1860,  the  Con- 
gregational Quarterly  took  the  place  of 
the  Tear  Booh ;  the  statistical  tables  and 
lists  of  our  ministers,  and  other  items 
of  denominational  information,  being 
printed  in  each  January  number.  The 
Quarterly,  now  owned  and  edited  by  one 
of  the  Secretaries,  is  the  special  organ 
of  the  Union.  It  presents  our  Congrega- 
tional statistics  with  an  approach  to 
iiccuracy  and  completeness  unsurpassed, 
probably,  in  the  records  of  any  other 
body. 

The  second  clause  defines  it  as  the  fur- 
ther business  and  object  of  the  Society — 
**To  promote  by  tracts  and  bookSf  by 


devising  and  recommending  to  the  pub- 
lic, plans  of  co-operation  in  building 
meeting-houses  and  parsonages,  and  in 
providing  parochial  and  pastoral  libra- 
ries, and  in  other  methods,  the  progress 
and  well -working  of  the  Congregational 
polity." 

In  doing  this,  the  Union  has  systematized 
and  effectively  carried  forward  the  work 
of  aiding  the  young  churches,  in  the  new 
States  especially,  in  building  their  hr-uses 
of  worship.  It  has  published  anpually 
the  statements  and  appeals  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  and  in  later  years  the  Man- 
ual, in  which  its  whole  work  has  been 
comprehensively  exhibited,  and  the  duty 
of  the  churches  in  relation  to  the  objects 
specified,  has  been  urged.  Plans  of  meet- 
ing-houses have  been  procured  and  pub- 
lished for  the  benefit  of  those  about  to 
build.  Papers  have  been  prepared  and 
read  before  public  bodies;  a  page  has 
now  for  spme  years  been  monthly  pub- 
lished in  The  Home  Missionary,  in  the 
interest  of  the  church-building  work ; 
and  in  each  number  of  the  Congi'ega- 
tional  Quarterly,  and  in  various  other 
ways,  frequent  appeals  to  pastors  and 
churches  have  been  sent  forth.  Appro- 
priations for  pastors'  libraries,  chiefly  in 
the  form  of  periodicals,  have  been  made 
to  a  limited  extent,  and  in  all  practica- 
ble ways  efforts  have  been  made  to 
awaken  our  churches  teethe  duty  of 
establishing  Christian  institutions  on  a 
permanent  foundation  in  all  parts  of  the 
land. 

The  third  clause  makes  it  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Union — **  To  afford  increased 
facilities  for  mutual  acquaintance,  and 
friendly  -  intercourse  and  helpfulness 
among  ministers  and  churches  in  the 
Congregational  order." 

For  this  purpose,  it  was  arranged,  in 
the  early  days  of  the  Union,  to  have  an 
annual  address  and  a  collation  in  con- 
nection with  the  anniversary  of  the  So- 
ciety. This  served  to  \snii%  \!b»3k^  Cwh- 
gregationa^ts    tog<eX\iex^    \a  \««:^Cic)X»i^ 
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acquaintance  and  awaken  personal  sym- 
pathies. As  still  better  adapted  to  the 
ends  in  view,  in  1861,  the  **  Social  Re- 
union^' was  established.  The  first  was 
held  In  the  Apollo  Rooms,  Broadway, 
New  York,  May  10,  1861 ;  acd  the  next 
year  commenced  that  series  of  remarka- 
ble gatherings  which  for  years  drew  such 
crowds  to  the  Brooklyn  Academy  of 
Music,  and  did  so  much  to  promote  good 
will  among  ourselves,  and  to  direct  pub- 
lic attention  to  our  principles.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  one  of  the  rooms  of  the 
Union  at  the  Bible  House,  furnished 
with  the  chief  denominational  papers, 
has  been  kept  open  for  the  benefit  of  all 
brethren  visiting  the  city.  It  has  also 
been  occupied  monthly  by  the  pastors 
of  New  York  and  vicinity,  as  a  place  of 
meeting— a  meeting  always  open  to 
brethren  from  abroad. 

The  last  clause  of  this  article  adds — 
**  And  in  general,  to  do  whatever  a  vol- 
untary association  of  individuals  may 
do  in  Christian  discretion,  and  without 
invading  the  appropriate  field  of  any 
existing  institution,  for  the  promotion 
of  evangelical  knowledge  and  piety  in 
connection  with  Congregational  princi- 
ples of  church  government."  It  need 
only  be  said,  by  way  of  comment  on 
this,  that  in  a  variety  of  ways  the  Union 
has  rendered  valuable  service  to  minis- 
ters, to  particular  churches,  and  to  the 
common  cause. 


American  OoUeg*  and   Bducation  8o- 

cd«ty. 

Rbv.  Incrbasb  N.  Tarbox,  D.D.,  Sec. 

Jambs  M  Gordon,  Esq.,  Treas. 

Office,  No.  32  Cong.  House,  Boston. 

Money  may  be  sent  either  to  the  Treas- 
urer, in  Boston ;  or  to  Bev.  Charles 
P.  Bus?,  D.D.,  89  Bible  House,  New 
York. 

Cost  to  the  churches  of  educat- 
ing A  MmiSTBR. — Under  this  caption 
we  shall  have  no  reference  to  the  funds 
vested  in  colleges,  whereby  education  is 
cheapened.  Such  funds  may  have  been 
given  in  former  generations  or  in  more 


recent  times.  In  either  case,  some  of 
these  funds  help  to  pay  for  the  educa- 
tion of  all  students,  whether  rich  or  poor. 
Others  may  be  specifically  for  the  benefit 
of  those  who  are  studying  for  the  minis- 
try, or,  at  any  rate,  for  those  who  are  in 
indigent  circumstances.  This  is  a  sepa- 
rate subject,  and  will  not  be  brought 
into  view,  as  to  its  details,  in  this  arti- 
cle. 

Our  purpose  is  simply  to  state  the 
average  cost  of  helping  a  young  man 
into  the  ministry,  through  the  aid  a£Pord- 
ed  by  the  American  College  and  Educa- 
tion Society.  The  money  thus  used, 
comes  directly  from  the  churches,  year 
by  year,  and  it  may  be  a  matter  of  inter- 
est to  know  how  much  of  it  is  required 
to  secure  the  education  of  a  young  man 
for  the  ministry. 

According  to  our  present  system  of 
operations,  the  aid  is  given  only  to  stu- 
dents in  colleges  and  theological  schools 
— not  in  the  preparatory  departments  ; 
and  when  we  are  in  funds,  and  every- 
thing is  going  forward  regularly,  the 
young  men  on  our  list  receive,  each,  $25 
a  quarter — $100  a  year.  If,  therefore, 
a  young  man  comes  upon  our  list  at  the 
beginning  of  his  Freshman  year,  and 
continues  directly  on,  until  the  complcr 
tion  of  his  theologioal  studies,  and  if 
we  at  the  same  time  are  able,  all  the 
while,  to  make  the  full  and  regular 
appropriations,  the  young  man  would 
receive  twenty-eight  appropriations,  or 
exactly  $700. 

But  it  is  a  comparatively  rare  circum- 
stance that  any  man  receives  this  whole 
amount.  He  does  not  ordinarily  ask  for 
this  aid  through  the  entire  period  of 
seven  years;  and  if  he  does,  it  seldom 
happens  that  seven  continuous  years  go 
by,  in  which  there  is  not  some  break  in 
our  ability  to  piade  the  regular  appro- 
priations. Many  of  those  young  men, 
whose  names  are  found  on  our  list,  do 
not  ask  for  aid  until  they  have  expended 
their  slender  resources,  so  that  they  come 
upon  our  list  in  the  second  or  third  year 
in  college.  Some  have  the  aid  while  in 
college,  bat  do  not  ask  for  it  in  the  sem- 
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inary.  But  a  far  larger  number  receive 
the  aid  in  the  seminary,  who  have  not 
had  it  in  college. 

Opening  our  "appropriation  book" 
at  random,  only  taking  care  to  go  back 
a  few  years  amid  the  names  of  men 
whose  education  is  completed,  and  who 
are  now  in  the  ministry,  we  will  give  the 
sums  total  of,  say  forty  men,  taking  the 
names  in  order,  as  they  stand  upon  the 
book,  but  mentioning  only  the  whole 
number  of  dollars  appropriated  to  each. 
The  figures  will  run  thus— $635,  435, 
360,  110,  450,  75,  700,  885,  210,  685,  860, 
285,  75,  200,  210,  100,  185,  260,  235,  200, 
50,  310,  200,  175,  50,  200,  285,  285,  260, 
660,  200,  660,  235,  650,  210,  885,  530, 
630,  660,  660. 

In  this  list  it  will  be  noticed  that  only 
one  man  received  the  full  sum  possible. 


and  although  we  have  not  cast  the  aver- 
age of  the  forty,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  it 
would  fall  down  to  quite  a  moderate 
figure ;  and  the  list  where  we  have  copied 
would,  for  aught  we  can  discover,  fairly 
represent  the  general  fact.  In  other 
words,  a  small  amount  of  help  bestowed 
by  us  secures  a  result,  the  whole  cost 
of  which  is  many  fold  larger  than  that 
which  falls  on  the  churches.  We  help 
men  to  help  themselves.  No  man,  in  all 
the  nine  or  ten  years  which  he  devotes  to 
his  work  of  preparation,  receives  so  much 
from  us  as  a  very  small  salary  of  a  set- 
tled minister,  for  a  single  year.  We  do 
not  think,  therefore,  that  the  churches 
ought  to  feel  themselves  burdened,  in 
helping  to  biing  forward  young  men  to 
the  •  ministry.  It  is  a  very  simple  work, 
but  has  large  results. 


^ppointmtnU  in  ^pxih  1877. 


Jfot  in  commiMMon  kut  pear, 

Bev.  Amoa  Abbott,  Alexandria  and  ricinlty,  Neb. 

Bev.  A.  L.  Seward,  to  go  to  Nebraska. 

Rev.  WlUard  G.  Sperry,  Blair,  Neb. 

Eev.  Alexander  L.  De  La  Vergne,  Pleasant  Valley, 

Bedwing  and  Boyles'  school-honee,  Kan. 
BflT.  P.  S.  Smith,  to  go  to  Minnwota. 
Bev.  Cyras  Stone,  Dexter  and  Grand  Meadow,  Minn. 
Ber.  N.  A.  Ward,  Gilmanton,  Minn. 
Bev.  Isaac  L.  Cory,  Bronghton  and  Ronnd  Grove, 

IlL 

Re-commUtUmmt, 
Bev.  WiUiam  A.  Tenney,  Hydesvillc,  Cal. 
Rev.  C.  T.  K.  Tracy,  Orovilte,  Cal. 
Bev.  Fred.  H.  Wales,  Rocklin,  Cal. 
Rev.  David  Thomas,  Canton.  Dak. 
Bev.  John  A  Jones,  Richardson  County,  Neb. 
Bev.  JoHiah  E.  Lowes,  Camp  Creek,  Neb. 
Bev.  JBenjamin  G.   Pa^e,  Exeter  and  Friendville, 

Neb. 
Bev.   Thomas  Pngfa,   Fairfield,  Spring  Ranch  and 

ont-stations,  Neb. 
Bey.  H.   Henry  Sallenbach,  Lincoln  and    Stevens' 

Creek,  Neb. 
Bev.  WUUam    Woolman,   Aurora,  West  Hamilton, 

College  Corners,  and  Mnnn  school-house.  Neb. 
Bev.  James  D.  Liggett,  Hiawatha,  Kan. 
Bev.    Marcus   D.   Tenney,   Westnforeland,    Spring 

Creek,  Springside,  Arrespie,  Wells,  Oak  Grove 

and  BlnfTs  Creek,  Kan. 
Bev.   Wheeler  M.  WelUnan.    Smith  Center,  Cora, 

Cedarville,  Caster  and  CorvaUis,  Kan. 


Rey.  Thomas  R.  Wilkinson,  PaynesviUe,  Union 
Grove,  Atwater  and  Diamond  Lake,  Minn. 

Rev.  Nelson  Young,  Scambler,  Pelican  Rapids  and 
Spring  Creek,  Minn. 

Rev.  Arthur  E.  Arnold.  Le  Msrs  and  vicinity,  Iowa. 

Rev.  Francis  Fawkes,  Otho  and  Vesper,  Iowa. 

Rev.  Charles  Hancock,  Strawberry  Point,  Iowa. 

Rev.  Asher  W.  Curtis,  East  Troy,  West  Troy  and 
Troy  Center.  Wis. 

Rev.  Albert  A.  Young,  New  Lisbon.  Wis. 

Rev.  Eflwin  T.  Branch,  Grand  Ledge  and  Oneida, 
Mich. 

Rev.  Ssmuel  E.  Busscr.  South  Boston,  Mich. 

Rev.  Jiime^  L.  Crane,  Michigan  Center  and  Napo- 
leon, Mich. 

Rev.  K.  Herbert  Crane,  Ransom,  Mich, 

Rev.  John  B.  Dawson,  Imlny  City,  Mich. 

Rev.  Wilfred  M.  Kellogg,  Vernon,  Mich. 

Rev.  Joseph  D.  Millard,  Pleasanton,  Bear  Lake  and 
Onckama,  Mich. 

Rev.  Elisha  W.  Miller,  Big  Rapids,  Mich. 

Rev.  John  G.  Bailey,  Windsor  and  Green  Ridge,  Mo. 

Rev.  Israel  Carleton,  Stokes*  Mound  and  Utica,  Mo. 

Rev.  Amoa  J.  Bailey,  Hennepin,  111. 

Rev.  Gilbert  A.  CnrUss,  Hillsboro,  HI. 

Rev.  William  A.  Cutler,  Dallas  City  and  Oak  Grove, 
111. 

Rev.  Smith  B.  Goodenow,  Chandlervllle,  HI. 

Rev.  Marshall  W.  Diggs,  Pisgah,  Ohio,  and  Liber, 
Ind. 

Rev.  John  MoKean,  Ceredo,  Burlington,  WHeoo  and 
Docks  school-house,  West  Va. 


§t(HifU  in  g^jrnl,  187  7. 


NEW  HAKP8HIRB— tSS5.00. 

HoUis,  On  aooount  of  Legaqr  of  Mn.  Ann 
McDonald,  by  B.  T.  Wheeler,  Ex.,  fSSS  00 

VXKMONT— #41.88. 
Bennington,  Seoond,  by  lOm  Jolia  Bing- 
ham, freight,  5  00 


Brandon,  by  Rer.  S.  P.  Wilder,  $86  83 

MASaACHUSBTT&-$5,180.00. 
Mass.  Home  Miss.  Boo.,  by  C.  Demond, 

Treaa.,  S,880  00 

Brighton,  Legacy  of  Isaac  G.  Braman,  by 

H.  Baldwin,  Ex.,  S,000  00 

Hadley,  I^adiee*  Home  MJm.  Boa  of  Fint 
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1,  In  (oil.  DieraiCT  of  Columbia.— #»,oo 


Jane, 


Lslnmn.  Loniyot  Un.  R.  Rk*. 

b7W 

W.  Rt«s  Bl., 

JUwiunT,  by  J,  Town«-i«l. 

N»tmr/,  A  Friend,  bi  miiU.  F 

FolKim.LD., 

HV«S 

Ollonl,  Fir«.  bj  B.  a.  Pmst 

BpnnEBrid. -aK.." 

0.  H 

UoTxun.' Jr.,  etaX  is.,  iulpl 

L 

HutI 

BBODB  ISLAND— 441 3. TV. 

Brfnol.  b;  Uer,  J   P.  Unj, 
CONN  BCT  L  CUT-  tS.O(W.  40 

NonMonl, 
FaltflFld.  A  niember  oT  Oon; 


ioj,  bx  O. 
MUfonl,  FU 


Vint,  bf  A.  B.  Uncli,  [n  fnll,  to 
In.  ADiItcw  Edmund.  C.  Bd- 
idA.U.  Murli  L.  U<., 
h,  T.FgU7  of  Un.  a  D.  HiDCk- 


1,  Uiil^t  riMe,  IJT  A.  D.  Jndfl, 
Legmci  of  Lm^  eiarr,  bj  J.  r.  Pbllllp^  Bt, 


North  OoYimtrT,  bj 
A.  Brovnrr  ■  L.  I 


BriMDlindMuT  E.  A 
Pi>inr»t,  Lfgmcy  of  J. 


100  00 


B.  WhemUD,  by  L 


r   IfifKy  ol  Harry 


>(  Lecmcy  of  B. 
■,  Bx.,  I 

!  CoUtsa  Gb.,  by 


Amboy    FIrrt,  by  W.  t 


ChkuBo.  BrnJittDj,  by  ne 
NfwBngUnd,  SlW.ff;  i 


■tins,  by  Sr.  i.  R.  RoblBKm, 

rfc,  by  W.  F.  Furbeck. 

,  by  Rrr.  H.  K.  Bwlghl, 

,  by  J.  a.  KKUiHECI. 

ilin.  >6.(13;   K«.  O.  B.  Hnbb 

'D,  8.  a.,  by  il».  BoltwDDd, 


VloU,  tiy  RsT.  B.  F.  Hiikini, 
«-iui».i.>^i-,  l.y  J.  W.  Fmner, 
WyUit.  lij  li.'v.  w.  B.  BKbwI. 

w  ,\a\  EOc.  Midi,  by  BcT. 


'.r.'v^s.i"-  "h. 

IT.  F.  JMyBL.U.,   SB  IB 


SuBtugB  Spiingi,  B  10 

Albiiny.  Mury  M.  T.«m.vl. 

Qrmn  RiTor.  by  Rov.  J.  H.  Gosdell, 
Kivanilte,  U<s.  U.  BamM,  by  H.  R.  Bnt- 

Uvoniit.  On  MDOont  of  lirgmJi  at  Uai; 
ITLTi<Dk,  by  W.  Smllb.  Ei.,  I 

New  Yurk  City.  Un.  Jnlla  F.'  HifM,  tlOO ; 

Mr«.     Kmlly    S.    Vanderpnd,     #100; 

March,  IBTf,  tK  17,  MS  IT 

Onent.  Btbbath-KhaaJ,  by  W.  K.  Yonnc,       IB  SS 
PHinti  Ymi,  C.C  8bc>pp«rd,  to  oaoM,  Ji^n 

8.  FihcpiMrd,  Jr.,  ■  L.  D.,  XO  DO 

Pot/riun,  ilm  Abnm  ClMk, 
■KW  JBBSBY.— Jl.OO. 
Dlsaoiefad,  Ut»  F.  Dflord, 
rBNB  9TLVAKIA,— (JS.0O. 


IChlia,  Re*.  J.  8.  Higgliui, 


JlorBna,  tlO;   0«oi"" 

TCeii  Havin,  Ity  Br<.  > 
NciTMyeo,  by  Her.  J.  S 
PrlnLTtun,  ndd'*l,  by  R 
Itamco,  A  Friimd. 
flmymfc  by  Biv.  S,  B. 
WlSfONSIH— (M.Bl. 
BL-Dot'id  by  BcT.  U.  A 

FraliiB  dn  Chlm, 
Bidsemy,  WaUi, 


a.  tS.  by  R<T. 
f.  tLRiobMd^ 
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Black  Brook,  Lincoln   and  Mapleton,  by 

Rev.  C.  W.  Hinman,  ♦JJ  w 

KenoRha,  Flret,  by  Rer.  H.  B.  Clark,  15.  J6 
MUwaakee,  Spring  Street,  by  L.  A.  Warner,    2b  76 

Bice  Lake,  Rer.  J.  C.  Sherwin,  6  00 
Two    Rivens    Second,    flOc;       Franklin 

Bamea,  $1  40,  by  Rer.  T.  G.  Pierce,  J  JO 

Viroqna,  by  Rer.  W.  Haughton,  «  50 

OW  A— 1835.40. 
Received  by  Rer.  B.  Adams : 
Anamoea, 
EarlviUe, 

Oftage,  Woman's  Hiss.  Soc., 
Rock  Falls,  Woman's  Miss.  Soc., 
Rockford,  W<nnan's  Miss.  Soo., 

CJong.  Ch., 
Seneca, 
Staoeyrille,  --    ^^^  ^ 


$40  00 
970 
6  80 
7 

7 


50 
60 


16  60 
11  00 

17  60 


Received  by  Rev.  J.  W. 

Pickett: 

Coancil  Blnffs, 

$18  00 

Flint  Creek,  German, 

8  00 

Georgetown,  Welsh, 

35  25 

Hi((hUnd, 

8  60 

Keusauqna, 

6  00 

Logan, 

5  30 

Mnrray, 

6  00 

Kuwatine,  German, 

15  00 

Wsshlugton,  Rev.  P. 

Canfield, 

2  UO 

Atlantic,  Ch.  and  S.  S.,  by  Rev.  B.  S.  Hill, 
Anita,  by  Rev.  A.  A.  Whitmore, 
Avoca,  nrst,  by  Rev.  G.  Hiudley, 
Ghapin,  $6  07;  Rockwell,  $4  OU,  by  Rev. 

N.  T.  Blakeslce, 
Cincinnati,  $10.00;  Mt.  Hope,  $5.00,  by 

Uev.  A.  S.  BlUott, 
Colesburg, 
Dsvenport,  German,  by  Rev.  F.  W.  Jn- 

dicfich, 
Denmark,  by  I.  Field, 
Fsirflekl,  by  Mrs.  A.  S.  Averill, 
f'oTt  Dodge,  by  Rev.  D.  M.  Breckenridge, 
Green  Moimtain,  add'l,  by  J.  0.  Hopkins, 
Gowrie,  add'l,  by  Rev.  D.  G.  Youker, 
Jamestown,  $16.00;  Wentworth,  $2.00,  by 

Rev.  W.  F.  Harvey, 
Lansing,  by  Rev.  P.  Litts, 
Lftwia,  by  Rev.  C.  Little, 
Lyonfl,  by  J.  Q.  Root  to  const.  J.  0.  Root 

unrt  Judge  D.  W.  BUis  L.  Ms., 
New  Hampton,  by  Mrs.  Powers, 
North  Fork,  Sally  Wier, 
Polk  City,  $13 ;  Beaver.  $2,  by  Rev.  L.  S. 

Hand, 
Tabor,  by  G.  S.  Houghton, 
Tipton,  by  Capt.  B.  H.  Pound, 
Traer,  Woman's  Miss.  Soc.,  by  Mrs.  J.  T. 

M  eld, 
Salem,  by  Rev.  L.  T.  Rowley, 
Sabula,  First,  add'l,  by  Rev.  J.  Aldcrson, 
Sibley,  by  Rev.  B.  A-  Dean, 
Sionx  City.  First,  by  C.  A.  Kent, 
Waterloo,  by  Rev.  M.  K.  Cross,  of  which 

$10  from  the  Woman's  Miss.  Soc.,  and 

$80  from  Rev.  H.  S.  De  Forest,  to  const. 

A.  M.  Beoman  a  L.  M., 

MINNESOTA— $72.05. 
Freeborn,  $7.50 ;  miscellaneous,  40c.;  Hart- 
land,  W.  L.  Hanson  and  wife,  $6;  A. 
Finch,  $1 ;  B.  Wheeler  $1,  by  Rev.  W. 
Fisk, 
Park,  by  Rev.  L.  Kribs, 
Providence,  by  Rev.  D.  B.  Bells, 
Rushford,  by  Rev.  W.  W.  Snell, 
Sleeey  Bye,  by  Rev,  O.  P.  Cbamplin, 
Spring  Valley,  First  by  Rev.  C.  W.  Merrill, 
Two  Rivens  Union,  by  Rev.  T.  C.  Kinn^, 

KANSAS— $129.96. 
Altoona   and  Neodesha,   by  Rev.  E.  A. 

Mirick, 
Bala,  First  Welsh,  by  Rev.  H.  Davlea, 
Capioma,  Ftam&b  Creek  and  Sother,    by 

Rev.  J.  A.  Woodbnxn, 
CentnOiA,  hf  Bc^.C.  8.  Inrin, 


88  05 
17  iJ7 

15  (10 

16  00 

9  07 

15  00 
0  CO 

33  25 

110  00 

16  00 
5  00 

83  80 
2  00 


18  00 
18  56 
31  16 

60  00 
1  55 
1  40 

15  GO 
67  00 
10  00 

8  00 

9  20 
10  00 

2  00 
29  00 

78  80 


14  90 

2  00 

1  00 

5  00 

15  66 

24  (16 

965 

1  60 

200 

24  00 

76 

Douglass,  by  Rev,  J.  B.  Ive^,  $ 

Kirwin,  Fimt,  by  Rev.  E.  M.  Gerald, 
Leavenworth,   First,  by  H.   W.  Chester, 

Treas.  K.  H.  M.  S.. 
Marshall  and  Nemaha  Cos.,  by  Rev.  G. 

Bent, 
North  Fork,  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Schlichter, 
Rush  Center,  by  Rev.  H.  A.  Brundldge, 
Valley  FaUs,  by  M.  P,  HUlyer, 
Vienna,  by  Rev.  P.  Stickles, 
White  City,  by  Rev.  P.  G.  Sherrill, 

NEBRASKA— $84.86. 
Aurora,  by  Rev.  W.  Woolman, 
Blair,  by  Rev.  M.  Tingley, 
Nebraska  City,  by  Rev.  T.  Gordon, 
Plymouth,  First,  by  Rev.  H.  Bates, 
Richardson    Co.,    First,    by  Rev.   H.  N. 

Gates, 
Schuyler,  C.  B.  Snmner,  by  Rev.  A.  Dresser, 
Weeping  Water,  by  Rev.  H.  N.  Gates, 
Wilber,  Rev.  F.  Alley, 

DAKOTA  TERRITORY— $6.00. 
Springfield,  by  Rev.  R.  Kirk, 

CALIFORNIA— $7.20. 
Dixon,  by  Rev.  G.  M.  Dexter, 

OREGON— $10.00. 
Albany.  First,  $5 ;  Rev.  H.  W.  Stratton, 
$5, 

HOME  MISSIONARY, 


15  06 
2  25 

88  10 

12  50 
2  50 
2  00 

13  00 
16  30 

900 

5  76 
81  UO 

8  00 

6  00 

6  10 

6  00 

22  00 

10  0( 

600 
720 


10  00 
86  66 


$11,049  56 
366  61 

$11,406.06 


FOR  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  WORK, 

[For  particular  acknowledgments, 
8ce  Leaflet.] 

Donatiom  of  CiotMng^  etc, 

Bennington.  Vt.,  Ladies'  Home  Miss,  Soo. 

of  Second  Ch.,  by  Miss  Julia  Bingham, 

bbl.  and  freight,  $105  00 

Brt'utwood,  N.  Y.,  E.  F.  Richardson,  box  of 

bookp. 
Bridgeport,  Ct.,  Ladies  of  South  Ch.,  by  Mrs. 

E.  R.  IvoH,  box,  ,  143  26 

OlovfersvlUe,  N.  Y.,  Ladies'  Benev.  Assoc., 

by  Mrs.  W.  C.  Mills,  box,  115  00 

Guilford,  Ct,  First  Ch.,  box  and  cash.  40  00 

Hartford.  Ct,  Ladies  of  Asylum  Hill  Soc., 

by  Julia  B.  Burbank,  two  bbls.,  200  00 

Litchfleld,  Ct,  Rev.  Allen  McLean,  two  bbls. 

and  half  bbl.,  196  30 

Monson,  Mass.,  Estate  of  Dca.  A.  W.  Porter, 

by  Ed.  F.  Morris,  Ex.,  bbl.  and  box. 
New  Haven,  Ct,  Ladies'  H.  M.  Soc.  of  First 

Ch.,  by  Mrs.  S.  L.  French,  two  boxes,  622  56 

Ladies,  by  Jos.  Woods,  box,  205  00 

New  Preston,  Ct,   First  Ch.,  by  Rev.  H. 

Upson,  bbl.,  75  00 

North  Haven,  Ct,  box  books. 
St  Louis,  Mo.,  Ladies'  Benev.  Soc.  of  Pil- 
grim Ch.,  by  Mrs.  C.  L.  Goodell.  bbl.,  103  80 
Salisbury,  Ct,  LadicH'  Sew.  Soc.  by  Mrs.  Dr. 

B.  S.  Thompeon,  bbl.,  60  00 

Windiior  Locks,  Ct.,  Ladies'  Soc.,  by  Mrs.  S. 

H.  Allen,  box,  88  65 


ReeeipU   </  th«  Maaaabktuetu   Home  MUaUmary 
SocUtVt  in  Apriif  Chablxs  Dkmoitd,  Treat, 

Abington,  First, 

Adams,  North,  by  H.  J.  Whitney, 

Andover,  South,  A  Friend, 

West 
Ashbumham.  First,  to  const  Mooes  P.  Green 

wood  a  L.  M, 
Ashby, 

Athof,  by  C.  C.  Bassett, 
Billerica, 

Blackstone.  by  Rev.  G.  F.  Walker, 
Boston,  Eliot  by  L.  H.  Briggs, 

OUvet 

Jamaica  Plain,  by  Q.  "A.  Oikven, 

Mrs.  L.  H.  Bamaxd, 


$15  99 

64  78 

1  00 

500 

54  00 

10  00 

111  41 

26  00 

25  53 

100  00 

'5»\^ 

^ft\<3E^ 

^Vft 
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Union,  by  A.  Gay,  fl5  70 

Vine  Street,  mon.  oon.,  10  00 

A  LitUe  Boy'a  Savings  Bank,  7  00 
Braintree,  Ladies'  U.  M.  Soc.  of  First,  by  Miss 
8.  H.  Thayer,  to  const.  Mrs.  J.  L.  HUl,  Mrs. 
T.  W.  Thompson.   Mta.  G.  E.  French  and 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Proctor  L.  Ms.,  125  00 

First,  Ann  M.  Thayer,  1  00 

Brookline,  Harvard,  by  H.  B.  Bagle,  111  41 

BorlinKton,  18  69 

Cambridge.  North  Ave.,  by  L.  F.  CnUer,  110  46 

Prospect  Street,  add'l,  1  00 

Carliiae,  18  31 

Centenrille,  2  87 

Chelmsford  North,  17  00 

Danbam,  Ladies,  14  00 

East  Hampton,  by  L.  D.  Lyman,  42  50 

Fairhaven,  Miss  Sarah  Popo,  5  50 

Grafton,  W.  R.  HUl,  60  00 
Hampden    Ben.    Auoc.,    by    Charles 
Marsh,  Tr.  : 
Holyoke,  Second,                                    $64  71 
Springfield,  First.                                     74  12 

188  88 

Hanson,  9  16 

HatohviUe,  C.  P.   C.  C,  8  40 

HIngham,  Mrs.  J.  S.  T.,  5  00 

Hopldnton,  by  David  Cutler,  96  07 

Hubbardston,  17  W) 

Lancaster,  by  J.  Rowell,  20  07 

Lawrence,  Lawrence  Street,  add'l,  60  00 

Leicester,  C.  D.  Monroe,  10  00 

Lynfleld,  Center,  7  96 

A  Friend,  3  50 

Marblehead,  Third,  by  Rev.  F.  D.  Kelsey,  22  50 

Masnachuscttis  A  Friend,  20  00 

A  Reader  of  The  Home  MiAHonaru^  100  00 
Medfleld,  to  const.  Rev.  W.  H.  Cobb  and  Mrs. 

A.  R.  Gonld  L.  Ma.,  75  00 

M.  L.  B.  C  5  00 

New  Bedford,  Trin.,  by  R.  O.  Tobey,  170  11 

Friend^  5  50 

Newton,  N.  H.,  Mrs.  C.  B.  Robinson,  6  00 

Newton ville.  M.  Hcnshaw,  15  0( 
Northampton,  S.  S.  of  First,  by  J.  M.  Kellogg,  31  25 

Orleans,  mon.  con.,  20  00 

Rev.  C.  E.  Harwood,  10  00 

Plymouth,  South,  6  2U 

Prescott,  by  Rev.  T.  8.  Norton,  23  00 

Reading,  Bethcsda,  47  00 

Rutland,  by  Rev.  J.  T.  Crumrine,  18  00 

Shrewsbury,  mon.  con.,  26  00 

SomerviUe,  Prospect  Bill,  6  35 

Tewksbury,  by  Rev.  S.  F.  French,  62  60 

Townsend,  by  8.  F.  Warren,  18  00 

Van,  Turkey,  Dr.  G.  C.  Reynolds  and  wife,  7  00 
Wakefield,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Steams  and  her  S.  S. 

class,  15  00 

Wellesley,  A.  N.  T.,  5  00 

Westboro,  by  W.  J.  Eaton,  84  83 

Westford,  by  C.  F.  Keyes,  13  25 

Winchester,  by  C.  B.  Conant,  160  26 

Worcester,  Central,  add'l,  by  E.  H.  Sanford,  40  00 

Salem  Street,  by  J.  C.  Newton,  5  50 

Saml.  Pierce,  5  00  t 

A.  L.  Smith,  6  00  ! 

Worthington,  by  Rev.  H.  M.  Stone,  46  70 

Home  MisBionary,  6  lO 


For  Sunday-School  Work,  [See  particular 
acknowledgments  in  Xeof/fef], 


f8,721  26 

121  78 

|S,842  96 


!  New  Bedford,  North,  by  Miss  Clarm  L  Btoplea. 

I      barrel,  ^^«J»  ro 

Rutland,  barrel,  ^  §J 

Salem,  South,  barrel,  110  00 

Taunton,  Winslow,  barrel,  ©  £ 

[The  acknowledgment  from  **  Whitiumrllle,'*  in  the 
April  number,  should  read  ; 
Whitinsville,  by  Miss  Dora  L.  0^(Ood,  b«>- 

^^^  ♦288  75  ] 

Receiptn   qf  the    ConnectictU    ffome    Mtnkmarw 

»MHetp,  in  April,  Wakd  W.  Jacobh,  TWm. 
Ansonia,  by  a  C.  Blair,                                    *n6  18 
Avon,  First,  by  A.  U.  Thomp«)n,  16  26 
Bridgeport,  Olivet,  by  8.  T.  Cate,  5  62 
Deep  River,  by  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Knonae,  17  50 
Bast  HarUand,  by  Rev.  A.  G.  Bonner,  8  77 
East  Windsor,  by  John  F.  Fitts,  90  00 
Franklin,  by  Wm.  B.  Hyde,  93  00 
Hartford,  Asylum  Hill,  by  Geo.  Kellogg,  at 
wh.  980  from  Rev.  W.  H.  Moore,  to  const. 
Rev.  Clinton  M.  Jones,  of  Eastfcnrd,  Ct,,  a 
L.  M.,  900  45 
Xitchfleld,  by  H.  R.  Colt,  add'l,  H  00 
Middleto^-n,  Fbrst,  by  H.  E.  Sawyer,  60  75 
New  Milford,  by  O.  W.  Whittelsey,  181  01 
North  Branford,  by  Rev.  E.  L.  Clark,  60  25 
North  Canaan,  by  A.  A.  Lawrence,  26  08 
Northfield.  by  H.  R.  Colt,  27  t«0 
Norwich,  First,  by  L.  A.  Hyde.  Tr.,  of  wh. 
fSO  from  Lewis  A.  Hyde,  to  const.  Har- 
riet Louise  Hyde  a  L.  M.,  90  64 
Portland,  First,  by  Rev.  J.  8.  Bayne,  (^5  of 

wh.  is  from  Sunday  school,)  S3  63 

Windsor,  by  J.  W.  Baker,  H  (>u 


f  1.560  03 


Receipu  qf  the  Ohio  Home  Jiiuioruxry  Society^  in 

AprU,  F.  C.  Sessions,  Tt^eaa. 

Chatham  Center,  by  M.  D.  Packard,  $45  50 

Cincinnati,  Seventh  Street,  add'l,  10  00 

Cleveland,  Firtst,  by  a  H.  Sheldon,  ft)  00 

Plymouth,  by  L.  M.  Pitkin,  80  38 

Cuyahoga  FaUs,  8.  S.,  by  M.  A.  Comstock,  15  CSI 

Elyria,  First  Presb.,  by  H.  Ely,  278  00 

Gambler,  by  Alex.  ElUott,  5  QO 

Richfield,  by  Rev.  J.  A.  McKinstrey,  12  00 

Ridgeville  Comers,  by  Rev.  C.  N.  Pond,  6  65 

Tallmadge,  add*!,  by  H.  Foot,  5  OU 

Washington,  by  J.  Fleming,  5  00 

Received  by  Rev.  8.  Wolcott,  D.D.,  Sec  : 

Alexandria,  by  Rev.  D.  S.  Jones,  15  00 

Berca,  by  E.  D.  Peebles,  3  00 

Brooklyn,  by  A.  B.  Reed,  4  55 

Brownhelra,  by  Rev.  A.  D.  Blakesleei,  14  50 

Brunswick,  by  Rev.  J.  Scott,            •  2  50 

Canfleld,  by  P.  Edwards,  17  00 

Castalia,  by  V .  Palmer,  6  00 

Cleveland,   Madison   Ave.,  by  Rev.  O.   D. 

Fihher,  6  00 

Cortland,  by  Rev.  E.  B.  Chase,  5  2Q 

Edinburgh,  b>  Rev.  H.  R.  Parmelee,  8  96 
GarrettsviUe,  by  Rev.  B.  N.  Chamberlain,        6  00 

Johnsonville,  by  Rev.  B.  B.  Chase,  4  00 

Lafayette,  by  Rev.  £.  F.  Bau-d,  8  87 

New  Albany,  by  Rev.  D.  S.  Jones,     •  4  45 

Ravenna,  by  F.  W.  Coffin,  91  94 

Ruggle^  add'l,  G.  V.  Fry,  10  00 
Weymouth,  by  Rev.  0.  W.  White,  (8.  8,  $6),  10  65 

York,  by  Rev.  E.  F.  Bahrd,  10  00 


DonatUmM  of  Clothing^  etc.^  received  cU  the  qfftce  qf 
the  Maee.  Home  Mtee.  Soc.^  Boston. 

Blandford,  Miss  H.  B.  Sperry,  barrel,  |48  50 
Bradford,  Bee  Hive,  barrel,  68  02 
Cambridge,  North  Ave.,  by  Mrs.  W.  F.  Rich- 
ardson, box,  80  00 
Oambridgeport,  R.  L.  Snow,  two  barrels,  170  00 
Marion,  by  Martha  W.  Abbott,  barrel,  83  00 
Methuen,  Mary  S.  Simms,  two  barrels,  42  CO 
Milford,  by  Mrs.  A.  0.  Jones,  barrel,  42  81 


-  $060  53 

Receipte  in  Coin,  qf  CaHfomia  Agencif^  bg  J.  W. 

Cuooc,  Financial  Agent, 
Grass  Valley,  First, 
Oakland,  First, 

Sacramento,  55  54 

San  Francisco,  Plymouth,  96  00 

Santa  Crus,  49  00 

South  Vallejo,  Sabbath-echool,  15  00 


flSSO 
185  00 


t«)4  04 


Mh  Momt  Mmbmt^ 


Qo, Prbach  the  Oospbl Mark  xvi.  15. 

How  shall  they  preach  except  they  be  sent  ?  .  Bom,  x.  15. 
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Public  services  were  held  on  Sabbath  evening,  May  Ctli,  18^7,  in  the  Broadway 
Tabernacle  Church,  New  York. 

The  devotional  exercises  were  conducted  by  Rev.  Henry  M.  Storks,  D.D.,  one 
of  the  Secretaries.  An  abstract  of  the  report  of  the  Society's  work  for  the  year 
was  presented  by  Rev.  David  B.  Coe,  D.D.,  one  of  the  Secretaries. 

A  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Zachart  Eddy.  D.D.,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  from 
Numbers  xiii.  30:  '*  And  Caleb  stilled  the  people  before  Moses,  and  said.  Let  us 
go  up  at  once,  and  possess  it ;  for  we  are  well  able  to  overcome  if 


On  Wednesday,  May  9th,  the  Society  met  at  its  Rooms,  in  the  Bible  House,  at 
four  o'clock,  P.M. 

Charles  Demond,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  a  Director  of  the  Society,  occupied  the 
chair  in  the  absence  of  President  Woolsey,  and  the  meeting  was  opened  with 
prayer  by  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Taylor,  D.D.,  of  New  York. 

The  Treasurer's  Report  was  read  by  William  Henry  Smith,  Esq.,  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Society. 

An  Al>stract  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  presented 
by  the  Secretaries. 

On  motion, 

ResolMdy  That  the  Reports  now  presented  be  accepted,  and  published  under  the 
direction  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

On  the  Report  of  a  Committee  of  Nomination,  the  following  officers  were 
elected  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  after  prayer  by  Rev.  Richard  G.  Greene,  of 
Orange,  N.  J.,  the  Society  adjourned. 
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PRESIDENT. 
Rev.  THEODORE  D.  WOOLSEY,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  New  Haven,  Ct. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Charles  Abeknetht,  Esq.,  New  York. 

Rev.  Lbomard  Bacow,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  New  HAven,  Ct 

Hon.  Amos  G.  Barbtow,  Providence,  R.  L 
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Rev.  Samuel  Harris,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  Theological  Seminary,  New  Haven,  Ct 

Samuel  Holmes,  Esq.,  Montclair,  N.  J. 
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James  Smith,  Esq.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Rev.  Andrew  L.  Stone,  D.D.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
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(bert  G.  Hutcoins,  Columboa,  O. 

M  J.  Kino,  Esq.,  Providence,  R.  L 

:njamin  Labakeb,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  Charlertown,  N.  H. 
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MES  W.  Strong,  D.D.,  President  of  Carleton  College,  Minn. 
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TREASURER. 
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AUDITOR. 
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SECRETARIES  FOR  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Rev.  David  B.  Cob,  D.D. 

Rev.  Alexander  H.  Clapp.  D.D. 

Rev.  Hbnry  M.  Stobrs,  D.  D. 

RECORDING  SECRETARY. 
Austin  Ajbbott,  Esq. 

MEETING   OP   THE  BOARD. 

5oard  of  Directors  met  on  Wednesday,  May  9th,  at  the  Society's  Rooms, 
ouse,  Astor  Place,  and  appointed  the  members  who,  in  connectiom  with 
:ers  designated  by  the  Contitution,  compose  the 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  John  B.  Hutchinson,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Christopher  R  Robert. 

Mr.  Simeon  B.  Chittendbn. 

Rev.  Richards.  Stobrs,  D.D. 

Rev.  William  L  Budington,  D.D. 

Mr.  Calvin  C.  Woolworth. 

Rev.  William  M.  Taylor,  D.D. 

Mr.  John  Wiley. 

Mr.  William  G.  Lambert. 


mber» 
OJicio. 


Mr.  William  Henby  Smith,  Treasurer, 

Rev.  Alex  AN  DEB  rf.  Clapp,  D.D.  >■  for 


Rev.  David  B.  Cor  D.D.  )  Seeretariet 

Rev.  Alex  AN  DEB  H.  Clapp,  D.D.  >  for 

Rev.  Henry  M.  Storks,  D.D.  )     Correapondenee. 


.Austin  Abbott,  Esq.,  Recording  Secretary. 
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FIFTY-FIRST  REPORT. 

• 

In  presenting  their  fifty-first  Report,  the  Executive  Committee  have  first  to  re- 
cord the  names  of  the  beloved  associates  who,  since  the  last  anniversary,  have 
ceased  from  their  labors.  One  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Society,  Rev. 
"William  A.  Stearns,  D.D.,  LL.D. ;  and  two  of  its  Directors,  Andrew  W, 
Porter,  Esq.,  and  Rev.  George  B.  Bacon,  D.D.,  have  been  removed  by  death. 

Dr.  Steams  was  elected  a  Vice-President  of  the  Society  in  1862.  Previous  to 
that  time  he  was  elected  President  of  the  Massacliusetts  Home  Missionary  Society, 
and  he  continued  to  hold  both  of  these  offices  until  his  decease,  l^ot  only  in 
these  official  relations,  but  as  pastor  of  the  church  in  Cambridgeport,  Mass.,  and 
as  President  of  Amherst  College,  for  a  period  of  more  than  twenty  years,  he  had 
peculiar  opportunities  to  promote  the  cause  of  Home  Missiims,  and  it  is  largely 
indebted  to  him  for  the  infiuence  wliich  he  exerted  in  its  behalf  upon  the  students 
under  his  instruction,  upon  his  own  and  other  congregations  before  which  he 
advocated  its  claims,  and  upon  the  churches  throughout  the  State. 

Mr.  Porter  has  been,  for  more  than  the  life-time  of  a  generation,  a  firm  friend 
of  this  Society,  and  a  liberal  contributor  to  its  funds,  though  his  official  connec- 
tion with  it  did  not  commence  till  1871.  His  attachment  and  his  benefactions  to 
this  and  kindred  institutions  of  benevolence  increased  with  his  years,  and  he  made 
wise  and  generous  provisions  to  perpetuate  the  streams  of  his  beneficent  influence 
after  his  decease.  Through  the  lips  of  God^s  ambassador,  sustained  by  his 
bounty  in  this  and  other  lands,  **  he  being  dead,  yet  speaketh." 

Dr.  Bacon  was  one  of  the  youngest,  but  most  eminent  and  honored,  of  the 
Society^s  Directors.     It  liad  no  warmer  friend  or  more  earnest  advocate.     Descend- 
ed  from  Rev.  David  Bacon,  one  of  the  earliest  and  chiefest  apostles  of  Home 
Missions,  he  was  familiar  from  childhood  with  the  history  of  the  heroic  toils  andL 
sacrifices  by  which  the  first  altars  of  religion  were  rean  d  in  the  western  wilder- 
ness.    He  appreciated  the  greatness  and  value  of  that  fci-vice,  and  ever  cherished 
a  tender  sympathy  for  those  who,  in  later  years,  have  engaged  in  like  apostolic^ 
labors  on  the  advancing  frontier.     He  comprehended  the  grandeur  and  far-reach^ 
ing  influence  of  the  institution  that  has  directed  and  sustained  them,  and  hi9 
voice  and  pen  were  never  more  eloquent  than  when  they  were  portraying  its  achieve — 
ments,  or  advocating  its  claims.     His  loss  will  long  be  felt  and  mourned  by  mul^ — 
titudes  in  the  spheres  of  public  and  private  life  in  which  he  moved  and  which  h^ 
adorned. 

Four  missionaries  have  been  removed  by  death  since  the  last  Anniversary :  Rev- 
JohnR.  Freeman,  in  Connecticut;  Rev.  Harvey  G.  Murch,  in  Missouri;  Rev - 
Hazabj.  Lucas,  in  Michigan ;  and  Rev.  Martin  V.  B.  Morrison,  in  Dakota. 

SUMMARY   OF  RESULTS, 

« 

The  number  of  ministers  of  the  gospel  in  the  service  of  the  Society,  the  last 
year,  whose  names  are  found  in  the  General  Table,  commencing  on  page  13, 
together  with  those  engaged  in  superintending  the  work,  is  996. 

Of  these,  762  were  in  commission  at  the  date  of  the  last  Report,  and  234  have 
since  been  appointed. 

They  have  been  distributed  in  32  States  and  TeiTitories,  as  follows :  In  Maine, 
77;  New  Hampshire,  49;    Vermont,  48;  Massachusetts,  81;   Rhode  Island,  6,* 
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onnecticat,  42 ;  New  York,  61 ;  New  Jersey,  9 ;  Peons jl^ania,  10 ;  Virginia,  1 ; 
Test  Virginia,  2;  Texas,  2;  Indian  Ten,  1 ;  Tennessee,  1 ;  Ohio,  21 ;  Indiana,  8; 
linois,  45 ;  Missouri,  30 ;  Michigan,  85 ;  Wisconsin,  69 ;  Iowa,  83 ;  Minnesota, 
I ;  Kanaaa,  85 ;  Nebraska,  67 ;  Dakota,  10 ;  Colorado,  6 ;  Wyoming,  1 ;  Utah, 
;  NeTadA,  1 ;  California,  83  ;  Oregon,  4 ;  Washington,  5. 

This  distribution  gives  to  the  New  England  States,  303 ;  Middle  States,  70 ; 
9uthcm  States,  6 ;  Western  States  and  Territories,  including  42  on  the  Pacific 
Miat,  617. 

Of  the  whole  number  in  commission,  477  have  been  pastors  or  stated  supplies  of 
ngle  congregations ;  279  have  ministered  to  two  or  three  congregations  each  ; 
id  240  have  extended  their  labors  over  still  wider  fields. 

The  aggregate  of  ministerial  labor  performed  is  727  years. 

The  number  of  congregations  and  missionary  districts  which  have  been  fully 
xpplied,  or  where  the  gospel  has  been  preached  at  stated  intervals,  is  2,196. 

Two  missionaries  have  been  in  commission  as  pastors  or  stated  supplies  of  con- 
Tegations  of  colored  people,  and  33  have  preached  in  foreign  languages;  19  to 
Vdsh  congregations,  11  to  Oerman  congregations,  one  to  a  French  congregation, 
nd  two  to  congregations  of  Swedes, 

The  number  of  Sabbath-school  and  Bible-dau  scholars  is  not  far  from  86,300. 

The  contributions  to  benevolent  objects,  reported  by  575  missionaries,  amount  to 
20,018.69. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-one  missionaries  make  mention  of  revivals  of  religion 
iring  the  year,  in  some  of  which  there  have  been  80,  70,  63,  and  in  one  case  86 
peful  conversions.  In  138  instances,  the  number  of  reported  converts  exceeds 
t  ;  and  the  number  reported  by  460  missionaries  is  5,394. 

Vhe  additions  to  the  churches,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  have  been  8,065, 
^ely :  5,448  on  profession  of  faith,  and  2,617  by  letters  from  other  churches. 
Seventy  two  churches  have  been  organized,  in  connection  with  the  labors  of  the 
aiBionaries,  during  the  year,  and  twenty-sevhn  have  assumed  the  entire  support  of 
ir  own  gospel  ordinances. 

TTUrty-two  houses  of  warship  have  been  completed  ;  ninety  six  repaird  or  improved  ; 
I  the  building  of  twenty  others  commenced.  Eighty  three  young  men,  in  Con- 
xion with  the  missionary  churches,  are  reported  as  in  different  stages  of  prepa- 
ion  for  the  gospel  ministry. 

THE  TREASURY. 
^KSOXTRCES — ^The  balance  in  the  Treasury,  April  1,  1876,  was  $16,986.11.    The 
^ipts  for  the  succeeding  twelve  montlis  have  been   $293,712.62 — making  the 
otirces  for  the  year  $310,698.73. 

^•lABiLinKS. — There  was  due  to  missionaries,  at  the  close  of  the  last  year, 
^,906.62.  There  has  since  become  due,  $304,594.81— making  the  total  liabilities 
18,501.43. 

?*AYMENT8.— Of  this  sum  $310,604.11  have  been  paid,  leaving  $7,897.38  still 
^  to  the  missionaries  for  labor  performed,  but  not  yet  reported.    In  addition  to 
^^e  past  dues,  appropriations  already  made,  and  daily  becoming  due,  amount 
♦79,711.77,  making  the  total  of  pledges  $87,609.15,  toward  canceling  which 
'1^  is  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $94.62. 

COMPARATIVE  RESULTS. 

"Itie  foregoing  statement  shows  that,  in  some  particulars,  a  gratifying  advance 
^  been  made  in  the  work  of  the  Society.  The  number  of  IsborerB  exceeds  that  of 
^  year,  by  tereDteen ;  the  namber  of  additions  to  the  churches,  by  229 ;   the 
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namber  received  on  profession  of  faith,  by  588 ;  and  the  number  of  Sunday-school 
and  Bible-class  scholars,  by  980.  The  results  of  missionary  labor  exhibited  in 
other  items  of  the  summary  are  less  than  those  reported  a  year  ago. 

It  is  with  grateful  surprise  than  we  are  permitted  to  report  an  income  less  by 
only  $16,315,  than  that  of  the  Jubilee  Tear,  when  a  larger  amount  was  reported 
than  at  any  previous  anniversary,  while  the  outlay  for  missionary  purposes  is 
greater  by  $732.27,  than  in  any  former  year.  The  fact  that  this  diminution  is  not 
greater  than  it  is,  demands  our  grateful  acknowledgments  to  God  and  his  people. 
The  year  has  been  one  of  unexampled  financial  depression  and  gloom,  deepening 
with  each  succeeding  month.  During  the  summer  and  autumn,  public  attention 
was  engrossed  and  vast  sums  of  money  were  diverted  from  the  channels  of  benevo- 
lence, by  the  Centimnial  Exposition.  In  the  later  months  a  similar  effect  was  pro- 
duced by  the  prolonged  and  extraordinary  excitement  growing  out  of  the  presi- 
dential election.  Meanwhile,  the  same  causes,  together  with  the  scourge  of  locusts 
which  desolated  large  portions  of  the  West,  were  operating  to  weaken  the  depend- 
ent churches  of  th'>s3  regions  anJ  throw  increiissd  burdens  upon  the  Treasury  ot 
the  Society. 

In  this  statement  should  be  included  a  record  of  the  receipt  and  distribution  o'f 
gifts  which,  not  being  in  the  form  of  money,  are  not  embraced  in  the  Treasurer's 
Report.     This  department  of  the  Society's  resources  and  expenditures  has  be^i^ 
increasing  in  magnitude  and  importance  from  year  to  year.     Without  the  &.^cl 
thus  furnished,  during  the  last  year,  many  missionary  families  would  have  suffer^^ 
severe  privation,  and  some  would  have  been  compelled  to  abandon  their  fields     ^>^ 
labor,  never  to  return.     These  gifts,  moreover,  have  a  peculiar  value,  as  they  bri  «3g 
the  donors  and  the  recipients  into  personal  intercourse  and  affectionate  relati(^^^ 
with  each  other,  thus  strengthening  the  bond  of  sympathy  between  them,  a.:v=^<^ 
calling  forth  more  fervent  intercessions  in  each  other's  behalf  whenever  they  b^^'^ 
at  the  mercy-seat  of  their  common  Savior.     The  pecuniary  value  of  the  artic3.  ©« 
of  clothing,  books,  periodicals,  etc.,  which  have  been  placed  at  the  disposal      -^^ 
the  Secretaries  since  the  last  Report,  is  not  quite  equal  to  that  of  the  preoedi^=^^ 
year ;  yet,  according  to  the  moderate  estimates  of  the  donors,  it  exceeds  $60,0C^^- 
This  sum  added  to  that  of  the  cash  disbursements  reported  by  the  Treasurer,  m; 
the  aggregate  expenditures  of  the  Society  more  than  $370,000. 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 

It  was  stated  in  the  last  Report  that  the  Committee  were  making  arrangemev^^ 
to  take  up  the  Missionary  Department  of  the  Sunday-school  work,  which  h  ^ 
been  laid  down  by  the  Congregational  Publishing  Society.     These  arrangemer::^' 
have  since  been  completed,  and  the  work  has  been  commenced.     It  will  be  cc^' 
ducted,  if  possible,  without  the  employment  of  additional  agents,  and  at  lit^^^^* 
additional  expense.      The  several  Auxiliaries  will  have  the  management  of        ^ 
on  their  respective  fields,  and  the  Superintendents  will  take  the  oversight  of  tiB  ^^' 
as  of  the  other  department  of  the  missionary  work,  in  those  parts  of  the  counts  -^^ 
where  the  aid  of  the  Society  will  be  most  in  demand  for  the  planting  and  iost^^^^ 
ing  of    Sunday-schools.      The  Committee  have  authorized  the  issue  of  a  sm^^^ 
monthly  periodical,  entitled  The  Sunday- School  Leaflet,  in  which  this  new  9^^^^ 
partment  of  the  Society's  work  will  be  set  before  the  public.    It  will  be  distril^^^^ 
ted  in  connection  with  The  Home  Missionary,  and  separately.    It  will  be  a  che^M^* 
and  it  is  hoped,  an  effective  agency  for  awakening  the  interest  and  eliciting  tl*^ 
co-operation  of  the  churches  and  Sunday-schools  in  this  enterprise.  j 
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Uowing  Table  gives  a  compftntive  view  of  tbe  amonnt  of  receipts,  czp«nd- 
imber  of  tnissionftiies,  uev  appointments,  congregations  and  miseionarj 
vcara  of  labor  performed,  additions  to  the  churches,  and  pupils  in  Bab- 
aols,  for  each  year  since  the  organisatiott  of  the  Society.  It  also  eichibits, 
^th  column,  the  averagt  expenditure  each  ;ear,  for  a  year  of  mutUmary 
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Amariti  on  the  fvregoing  TabU. 
le  t«tal  of  receipts  forflft?-one  years  is  1 7, 9 14. 788.78. 
le  total  of  jeorsof  labor  is  32,313. 
0  whole  numlier  of  additions  to  tbe  churches  is  878,863. 
le  avenge  expenditnre  for  a  year  of  missionary  labor  includes  the  enttre 
;.be  Society  of  obtainin;^  the  missionary,  defraying  bis  expenses  to  his  field, 
taining  bim  on  it,  as  well  as  the  average  proportion  of  all  the  expenses 
ncUng  the  Institntion. 
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nomber  reoeired  on  profeirion  of  faith,  bj  588 :  and  thennmbcr  of  SondaT-sdnxd 
and  Bible-class  scholan,  bj  930.  The  results  of  missionarj  labor  exhibited  is 
other  items  of  the  sammary  une  less  than  those  reported  a  year  ago. 

It  is  with  gntetaX  surprise  than  we  are  permitted  to  report  an  income  leas  hj 
only  $16,815,  than  that  of  the  Jubilee  Tear,  when  a  larger  amount  was  reported 
than  at  any  previous  anniversary,  while  the  outlay  for  missionary  purposes  ii 
greater  by  $732.27,  than  in  any  former  year.  The  fact  that  this  diminution  is  not 
greater  than  it  is,  demands  our  grateful  acknowledgments  to  God  and  his  people. 
The  year  has  been  one  of  unexampled  financial  depression  and  gloom,  deepemng 
with  each  succeeding  month.  During  the  summer  and  autumn,  public  attention 
was  engrossed  and  vast  sums  of  money  were  diverted  from  the  channels  of  benevo- 
lence, by  the  Ccntimnial  Exposition.  In  the  later  months  a  similar  effect  was  pro- 
duced by  the  prolonged  and  extraordinary  excitement  growing  out  of  the  presi- 
dential election.  Meanwhile,  the  same  causes,  together  with  the  scourge  of  locusts 
which  desolated  large  portions  of  the  West,  were  o|>erating  to  weaken  the  depend- 
ent churches  of  th  >33  regions  ani  throw  incre:iS3d  burdens  upon  the  Treasury  of 
the  Society. 

In  this  statement  should  be  included  a  record  of  the  receipt  and  distribution  of 
gifts  which,  not  being  in  the  form  of  money,  are  not  embraced  in  the  Treasurer's 
lleport.    This  department  of  the  Society's  resources  and  expenditures  has  been 
increasing  in   magnitude  and  importance  from  year  to  year.     AVithout  the  aid 
thus  furnished,  during  the  last  year,  many  missionary  families  would  have  suffered 
severe  privation,  and  some  would  have  been  compelled  to  abandon  their  fields  of 
lalior,  never  to  return.    These  gifts,  moreover,  have  a  peculiar  value,  as  they  bring 
the  donors  and  the  recipients  into  personal  intercourse  and  affectionate  relations 
with  each  other,  thus  strengthening  the  bond  of  sympathy  between  them,  and 
calling  forth  more  fervent  intercessions  in  each  other's  behalf  whenever  they  bow 
at  the  mercy-seat  of  their  common  Savior.     The  pecuniary  value  of  the  articles 
of  clothing,  books,  periodicals,  etc.,  which  have  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Secretaries  since  the  lost  Report,  is  not  quite  equal  to  that  of  the  preceding 
year ;  yet,  according  to  the  moderate  estimates  of  the  donors,  it  exceeds  $60,000. 
This  sum  added  to  that  of  the  cash  disbursements  reported  by  the  Treasurer,  makes 
the  aggregate  expenditures  of  the  Society  more  than  $370,000. 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 

It  was  stated  in  the  last  Report  that  the  Committee  were  making  arrangements 
to  take  up  the  Missionary  Department  of  the  Sunday-school  work,  which  had 
been  Lild  down  by  the  Congregational  Publishing  Society.  These  arrangements 
have  since  been  completed,  and  the  work  has  been  commenced.  It  will  be  con- 
ducted, if  possible,  without  the  employment  of  additional  agents,  and  at  little 
additional  expense.  The  several  Auxiliaries  will  have  the  management  of  it 
on  Uieir  respective  fields,  and  the  Superintendents  will  take  the  oversight  of  this, 
as  of  the  other  department  of  the  missionary  work,  in  those  parts  of  the  country 
where  the  aid  of  the  Society  will  be  most  in  demand  for  the  planting  and  foster- 
ing of  Sunday-schools.  The  Committee  have  authorized  the  issue  of  a  small 
monthly  poriiniical,  entitled  Tuk  Sunday-Sceiool  Lkaflkt,  in  which  this  new  de- 
partment of  the  Society*s  work  will  be  set  before  the  public.  It  will  be  distribn- 
ti'd  in  cinmection  with  I^b  Homb  Missionabt,  and  separately.  It  will  be  a  cheap, 
and  It  Is  hoped,  an  effective  agency  for  awakening  the  interest  and  eliciting  the 
cO'Optfmtion  of  the  churches  and  Sunday-schoob  in  this  enterprise. 
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The  follomng  Table  gives  a  comparative  view  of  tbe  amonQt  of  receipt*,  expend- 
tarea,  number  of  mUtionaries,  new  appointments,  congregations  and  missionarj 
listricta,  vears  of  labor  performed,  additions  to  the  chnrchea,  and  pnpils  in  Sab- 
Mtii'Schools,  for  each  year  since  tbe  organization  of  the  Bociety.  It  aUo  exhibits, 
n  the  tenth  colomD,  the  aetrage  expenditure  each  jear,  for  a  year  of  missienarji 
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Bmutrkt  on  the  fortgoing   TaiU. 

1.  The  total  of  receipta  for  fiftj-one  yeare  is  $7,914,788.79. 

2.  The  liital  of  years  of  labor  is  S2,2I3. 

3.  The  whole  number  of  additions  to  the  churches  is  273.S02. 

'  4.  The  average  expenditure  for  a  year  of  missionary  labor  includes  the  entire 
coat  to  the  Society  of  obtaining  the  missionary,  defraying  bis  expenses  to  hia  field, 
and  soataining  him  on  it,  as  well  as  the  average  pioportioa  tA  «A\  tia%  «xff:Q£R& 
in  conducting  tbe  ItaUtatioa. 
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KsKABKB  OK  THE  Tablb,  faobs  OS,  SS. — 1 .  At  ttic  orgtmiiation  of  the  A.  H.  H. 
B.,  in  1826,  the  mieuoDariea  of  the  Unit«d  DomeEtic  HUsiouarj  Society,  vrhow 
respoiuibilitieB  it  Meumed,  vere  transferred  to  it,  and  the  greater  portion  of  them 
were  in  commission  in  the  State  of  Ncv  York. 

S.  The  Maine  Missionary  Society  and  the  Vermont  Domestic  MiMionary  Bodcly 
became  integral  parts  of  the  National  Society  in  the  third  year  of  its  operation ; 
the  New  Hampshire  UiBsionary  Society  in  the  fourth  year ;  the  ConnecUcnt 
Missionary  Society,  in  the  fifth  year ;  and  the  Massachusctta  Miesionftry  Sodetj, 
in  the  seventh  yesr. 

3.  In  1846,  the  missions  of  this  Society  in  Canada  were,  by  an  amicable  unngo- 
ment  with  the  British  Colonial  Missionary  Society,  transferred  to  the  cftre  of  that 
Institution. 

4.  In  the  Table  will  be  seen  the  progress  which  has  been  made,  year  by  year,  in 
the  newer  States  of  the  West,  as  they  hare  icrerall;  come  into  being,  and  pr»- 
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seated  field*  of  peculiar  proiniae  for  missionary  culture.  When  this  Society  WM 
formed,  Indiana  and  Illinois  were  in  their  infancy.  Michigan  was,  at  that  time 
uid  for  ten  years  Hubsequent,  a  Territory ;  in  1S25  it  had  but  one  Presbyterian  or 
Congregational  minister,  and  he  was  a  niisBionary.  WUamiin  remained,  eight 
years  after  the  organization  of  this  Society,  the  almost  undisputed  home  of  tlie 
Indian.  Iou>a  waa  not  organized  as  a  Territory  till  1838.  Oregon  was  reached  by 
DOT  firHt  miaeionary  there  in  the  summer  of  1848,  after  a  voyage  of  many  months 
by  the  way  of  the  Sandwich  Islands.  Our  first  mieeioDariea  to  Cahfamia  sailed 
from  New  York,  in  December,  1848.  Our  first  missionary  to  Minnetota  commenced 
bia  Ulrars  at  St.  Panl,  in  July,  I84S. 

Q.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  number  of  missionaries  in  these  newer 
States  and  Territories,  as  well  as  those  that  have  been  longer  cultivated,  gives  but 
an  imperfect  idea  of  the  ground  that  has  been  occapied  by  misaionsry  enterprise. 
Chur^ea,  erery  year,  become  iadependeot,  and  others  are  taken  np  in  theii  etAML 


TBB   HOKZ   JamiOVAST. 


Jnlj, 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  MISSIONARIES  BY  SECTIONa 

The  following  Table  girea  the  namber  of  misBioDarien,  each  jear  of  the  Sodetj't 
operadons,  in  the  geographical  divisiona  of  EatUrn,  MiddU,  8ottthem,  and  Wm(- 
«m  States ;  and  alao  io  Canada. 
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AUXILIARIES  AND  MISSIONARY  FIELDS. 
MAINE  MISSIONARY   SOCIETY. 

IV.  John  O.  Fiske,   D.D.,  President ;    Rev.   Jokathan    E.   Adams,  Bangor, 

Secretary  ;  Joshua  Majhvell,  Esq.,  Portland,  Treasurer. 

The  receipts  of  this  Auxiliary  in  its  financial  year  ending  February  28th,  were 
3,289.18.  The  amount  acknowledged  from  churches  and  individuals  in  Maine, 
the  Treasurer  of  the  National  Society,  in  its  year  ending  March  Slat,  was 
,159.77,  of  which  $2,000  was  a  legacy.  The  entire  contributions  from  Maine  for 
»me  Missions  during  the  year  were  $15,448.95,  which  is  $856.37  more  than  those 
the  previous  year.  The  afnount  expended  for  work  within  the  State  is  $13,983.- 
,  which  is  $111.64  more  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

8eventi/'8even  missionaries  have  been  employed  by  this  Auxiliary,  of  whom 
rty-four  served  through  the  entire  year — ten  for  the  term  of  six  months,  and 
rty- three  for  shorter  periods — making  the  aggregate  of  missionary  services 
out  forty -eight  years.  One  church  has  been  organized,  one  house  of  worship  has 
3n  built,  and  several  congregations  have  refitted  their  church  edifices  or  par- 
lages.  The  number  of  reported  conversions  and  additions  to  church  fellowship 
Larger  than  usual,  and  indicates  encouraging  progress  in  the  work  of  the  Society, 
lere  has  been  also  a  gain  in  the  number  of  laborers  serving  through  the  year, 
lis  result  is  due,  in  part,  to  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  plan  for  **  yoking  " 
arches  that  were  dependent  upon  foreign  aid.  '*  This  plan,^^  says  the  Secretary, 
3  kept  constantly  in  view,  and  tends  to  secure  a  more  permanent  ministry.  But 
;tarianism  continues  to  stand  in  the  way  of  desired  union,  where  three  or  four 
jble  and  jealous  churches  stand  side  by  side.  Moreover,  our  weak  country  con- 
Bgations  serve  as  recruiting  stations  for  the  strong  churches  in  the  cities,  while 
jy  are  still  called  to  make  frequent  contributions  to  those  of  other  States. 
:vertfieless,  the  Maine  Missionary  Society  keeps  heart,  and  determines  to  go  for- 
ird.  Give  her  the  pecuniary  means,  and  missionaries  ready  to  endure  hardness, 
d  the  waste  places  of  Maine  will  be  redeemed. ^^ 

A.t  the  last  Anniversary  of  this  Auxiliary,  Rev.  Stephen  Thurston,  D.D.,  its 
iretary  for  Correspondence,  having  nearly  reached  the  age  of  fourscore  years, 
igned  his  oflBce,  and  Rev.  Jonathan  E.  Adams  was  elected  his  successor.  The 
iring  Secretary,  in  his  last  report,  compares  the  history  of  the  Missionary  work 
ring  the  twelve  years  of  his  official  labors  with  that  of  the  twelve  preceding 
irs,  and  concludes  as  follows:  **  The  fact  that,  through  all  the  scenes  of  a  tern- 
J  war,  and  the  heavy  taxes  thereby  entailed,  and  a  depreciated  currency,  and  the 
^mented  expenses  of  daily  life,  the  contributions  to  the  Maine  Missionary  So- 
ty  have  been  increased  many  thousands  of  dollars,  affords  the  most  conclusive 
dence  that  the  churches  have  a  vital  and  effective  interest  in  this  work,  which 
11  never  leave  it  to  decline  and  die.  It  will  live  to  shed  the  blessings  of  the 
spel  of  the  Son  of  God  on  generations  yet  unborn." 

NEW   HAMPSHIRE  MISSIONARY   SOCIETY. 

V.  Asa    D.    Smith,    D.D.,   LL.D.,   President;    Rev.   Edward  H.   Greelbt, 

Secretary ;  Hon.  Lyman  D.  Stevens,  Treasurer.  Office  in  Concord. 
The  amount  received  by  the  New  Hampshire  Auxiliary  in  the  year  closing  Feb- 
&ry  28th,  was  $7,692.01,  or  $1,569.90  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  There  was 
id  from  the  State  idto  the  Treasury  of  the  National  Society,  in  its  fiscal  year, 
>m  legacies,  $12,671.94;  from  churches  and  individuals,  $888.81 — in  all,  $18,- 
5.75 ;  making  the  contributions  in  New  Hampshire,  for  Home  Missions,  $21,- 
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247.76,  or  $0,970.97  more  than  in  the  year  preceding.  The  expenditures  for  mis- 
sionary  service  within  the  State  were  $9,890.24,  being  leas  than  those  of  the 
previous  year  by  the  sum  of  $1,443.17. 

This  Society  has  employed  within  the  year  forty-nine  miseumariee,  who  have 
labored  in  fifty-one  fields,  and  performed,  in  the  aggregate,  thirty-seven  years  of 
service.  The  Secretary  states  that  the  year  has  been  one  of  much  spiritual  pros- 
perity. In  the  larger  part  of  the  aided  churches  there  has  been  unusual  religious 
interest,  resulting  in  a  larger  aggregate  ingathering  than  in  any  previous  year,  for 
more  than  the  period  of  a  generation. 

**  The  work,"  he  adds,  *'  is  growing  upon  our  hands.  It  has  increased,  in  the 
last  five  years,  about  fifty  per  cent.,  and  it  is  likely  to  continue  to  grow.  Of  the 
165  towns  of  the  State  which  have  Congregational  or  Presbyterian  preaching,  116 
have  a  less  population  now  than  they  had  in  1850.  Their  churches  have  become 
poor,  not  through  unthrift  or  unfruitfulness,  but  in  making  others  rich.  Their 
grand  contributions  to  the  cause  of  Home  Missions  have  been  not  of  money,  but  of 
men.  Of  these,  no  churches  have  made  larger  or  more  valuable  contributions; 
and  the  gift,  if  not  always  cheerful,  has  been  large  enough  to  be  felt ;  the  sacrifice 
has  been  a  real  one.  Upon  the  question  of  sustaining  these  churches  depends  the 
other  question — than  which  there  is  none  more  vital  to  the  great  cause  of  Home  Mis- 
sions, and  Foreign  Missions  too — whether  contributions  of  this  sort  shall  much 
longer  continue.  We  cannot  keep  the  streams  fiowing  after  the  fountains  are  dry. 
The  burden  may  become  increasingly  heavy  as  the  years  go  on ;  but  there  is  no 
future  before  the  churches  of  this  State  as  a  body,  if  these  depleted  churches — the 

springs  whence  our  larger  churches  as  well  as  the  streams  of  emigration,  are  fed 

are  not  kept  in  vigorous  life.  Our  work  is  an  arduous  one,  in  some  aspects  a  dis- 
couraging one ;  but  it  tells  on  the  final  issue  of  the  great  battle.  The  churches, 
under  the  fostering  care  of  this  Society,  have  parted  sadly  with  their  choicest  and 
best ;  but  it  has  been  largely  that  those  consecrated  at  these  old  altars  might  do 
valiant  and  most  effective  service  as  Christian  workers  in  laying  the  foundations  of 
a  new  social  and  church  order,  where,  in  the  coming  days,  is  to  be  the  seat  of  a 
mighty  empire.     It  is  a  great  thing— there  is  nothing  greater  in  the  possibilities  of 

human  aspiration  and  endeavor,  than  to  give  all,  even  life  itself,  for  such  ends 

to  become  poor  that  other  communities,  and  the  coming  ages,  may  be  rich." 

VERMONT   DOMESTIC   MISSIONARY   SOCIETY, 

Hon.  J.  W.  Stewart,  President ;  Rev.  Charles  S.  Smith,  Secretary  ;  J.  C.  Embrt, 

Esq.,  Treasurer.     Oflice  in  Montpelier. 

This  Auxiliary  received  from  all  sources,  during  the  year  ending  February  28th 
910,903.21,  which  is  less  than  the  receipts  of  the  previous  year,  by  $211.25.  The 
Treasurer  of  the  National  Society  acknowledged  from  Vermont,  in  the  fiscal  year 
ending  March  81st,  from  legacies,  $2,415.43 ;  from  churches  and  individual 
donors,  $1.467.55 ;  in  all,  $3,882.98 — making  the  amount  contributed  in  Vermont 
for  Home  Missions,  $14,786.19 — less  by  $2,004.18  than  in  the  preceding  year. 
The  expenditures  on  the  work  within  the  State  were  $8,830.45,  or  $2,721.41  less 
than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  missionaries  employed  is  forty-eight,  occupying  fifty  different 
fields  besides  out-stations,  and  perfonning  thirty-five  years  of  service.  One  of 
these  laborers  has  been  settled  as  pastor,  and  two  have  been  dismissed.  One 
church  of  about  fifty  members  has  been  organized  in  a  community  where  oo 
church  of  any  denomination  previously  existed.  Two  churches  have  assumed  the 
8upiK)rt  of  their  ministers,  and  give  promise  of  permanent  independence.  Seyeml 
churches  that  have  been  greatly  weakened  by  deaths  and  emigration,  refrain  fraa 
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applying  for  missionary  aid ;  but  each  shares  with  some  neighboring  congregation 
the  labors  of  one  minister.  This  practice  is  increasing,  and  meeting  with  great 
fAvoT.  The  receipts  of  the  Society  have  been  diminished,  and  its  burdens  increased 
by  the  *'hard  times/'  but  in  spiritual  things  the  year  has  been  a  fruitful  one. 
Faithful  labor  has  met  with  its  reward,  and  the  '*  reaper  has  gathered  fruit  unto 
life  eternal^' 

The  Directors,  in  their  last  Report,  refer  to  the  relation  of  their  work  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  whole  country :  '*  Though  Vermont  is  little  more  than  a  finger's  point 
en  the  map  of  our  great  American  Republic,  and  grows  relatively  less  every  year; 
though  our  churches  are  but  as  a  handful  of  corn  upon  the  tops  of  the  mountains ; 
though  this  Society  is  hardly  known  beyond  our  borders,  yet  these  apparently 
feeble  instrumentalities  have  each  had  no  mean  influence  in  making  this  nation 
what  it  is.  The  influence  of  Vermont,  through  her  sons  and  daughters ;  the  influ- 
ence of  our  churches,  through  the  numbers  that  have  gone  out  from  them  ;  the  in- 
fluence of  this  Society  in  keeping  alive  religious  institutions  in  our  agricultural 
towns,  that  furnish  such  a  number  of  emigrants,  has  been  felt  to  the  remotest 
extremity  of  the  land.  It  has  penetrated  every  Stat«,  and  affected  tlie  social,  civil, 
educational,  and  religious  condition  of  every  one  of  them.  We  stand  at  the  very 
fountain  of  great  religious  and  national  influences.  Our  work  is  to  keep  these 
fountains  clean.  Though  they  may  seem  to  our  short  vision  very  small,  yet  the 
waters  they  send  forth  in  a  steady  stream  will  help  to  enrich  or  make  barren  all 
the  land.  It  belongs  to  us  to  cast  the  salt  of  God's  grace  into  them,  that  they  may 
be  pure,  and  the  living  streams  that  flow  perennially  from  them  may  fertili^  the 
valleys,  water  with  the  mists  that  rise  from  them  the  hills,  and  be  conveyed  in  aque- 
ducts to  the  great  cities,  carrying  with  them  life  and  health  ty  the  thirsty  millions 

there." 

MASSACHUSETTS  HOME  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

Rev.  Julius  H.  Sbelte,  D.D.,  President;  Rev.  William  Barkows,  D.D.,  Secre- 
tary ;  Charles  Demond,  Esq.,  Treasurer.     Office  in  Boston. 

The  receipts  of  this  Auxiliary  for  the  year  ending  February  28th,  were 
$67,643.01,  of  which  sum  $3,410.75  were  the  avails  of  legacies,  and  $64,232.26 
were  contributed  by  churches  and  individuals.  The  Auxiliary  paid  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  National  Society,  in  its  financial  year  ending  March  31  st, 
$35,070.96.  The  National  Society  also  received  directly  from  Msssachusetts — in 
legacies,  $22,933.22;  contributions  of  churches  and  individuals,  $12,933.14 — in 
all,  $35,806.36.  Basides  which  254  boxes  of  clothing,  etc.,  were  sent  to  mission- 
aries, valued  at  $21,500.  The  entire  amount  raised  in  the  State,  in  cash,  for  Home 
Missions,  was  $103,509.37;  of  which  $26,192.17  were  expended  on  their  home 
field,  and  $1,122.96  were  specially  appropriated  by  direction  of  the  donors.  The 
amount  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  National  Society  for  work  on  the  Western 
field,  was  $70,937.32,  or  less  by  $8,138.18  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  missionaries  sustained  on  the  field  of  this  Auxiliary  is  eighty-one, 
exceeding  by  eight  the  number  in  commission  during  the  previous  year.  Two 
churches  have  assumed  independence,  four  houses  of  worship  have  been  erected 
or  materially  improved,  and  one  missionary  has  been  installed.  The  work  of 
coupling  churches  in  the  support  of  the  ministry  has  been  vigorously  and  success- 
fully prosecuted.  Thirty-one  congregations  arc  now  supplied  by  fifteen  ministers, 
and  it  is  expected  that  as  many  other  congregations  will  be  coupled  in  like  manner 
and  with  like  results.  The  Executive  Committee  press  upon  the  churches  the 
importance  of  adopting  this  measure  in  order  to  economize  missionary  labor  and 

fmidfl.     They  say :     "  The  missionaries,  almost  to  a  man,  are  eminently  willing  to 
Gorer  the  broadest  fields  offered  to  them,  and  at  the  least  reasonable  cost    When 
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we  have  had  plans  for  doubling  fields,  the  then  resident  supplies  have  generonsly 
offered  to  step  aside,  that  the  negotiations  might  not  be  impeded ;  and  some  have 
done  it  at  a  great  sacrifice.  We  could  wish  that  the  home  missionary  ohnrchesand 
parishes  would  como  up  to  the  same  spirit  of  personal  self-sacrifice,  and  of  econ- 
omy in  the  uses  of  home  missionary  funds,  and  in  covering  home  misdonary 
fields." 

In  closing  their  last  Report,  the  Executive  Committee  say:  ''Oar  more 
advanced  churches  and  Christians,  in  this  home  work  for  the  world's  sake,  seem  to 
be  coming  into  an  intelligent  conception  of  God^s  apparent  policy  and  provi- 
dences  concerning  America.  It  grows  in  significance  with  them,  and  develops 
into  a  divine  purpose,  that  Ood  kept  back  the  new  world  fifty-five  centuries,  while 
the  old  world  made  its  experiments  and  failures  in  matters  of  government,  educa- 
tion and  religion.  Sad  experiences  seemed  necessary,  as  with  the  child  learning 
to  walk,  that  the  human  race  might  afterwards  stand  up,  and  go  forward  in  the 
uprightuess  of  nations  that  serve  the  King  of  kings.  In  the  fullness  of  time,  the 
reserved  and  Western  world  was  opened,  as  a  field  clean  and  unencumbered,  in 
which  the  sad  experiences  of  the  past  could  be  utilized  for  the  permanent  good  of 
all  the  race  m  all  the  nations." 

Rev.  William  A.  Steabns,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  the  President  of  the  Society  since 
1859,  was  removed  by  death,  June  8th,  1876. 

RHODE  ISLAND  HOME  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

Hon.  William  W.  Hoppin,  President;   Rev.  Jeremiah  Taylor,  D.D.,  Secretary; 
Edwin  Knight,  Esq.,  Treasurer.     Office  in  Providence. 

The  receipts  of  th^  Society  for  the  year  ending  February  28th,  were  92,989.28. 
The  National  Institution  also  received  from  Rhode  Island  $8,012.27,  all  of  which 
was  the  contribution  of  churches  and  individuals.  The  expenditure*  in  the  State 
were  $2,991.36,  and  the  total  amount  raised  for  Home  Missions,  $6,001.55,  or  less 
by  $92.16  than  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Six  miMiofKtries  have  been  under  commission  within  the  year,  one  of  whom  has 
been  inst^illed  pastor  of  the  church  which  he  serves.  One  church  has  been  disbanded, 
and  the  few  members  who  composed  it  have  found  a  home  and  a  welcome  in  an 
adjacent  congregation.  One  new  field  has  been  opened,  which  demands  and 
promises  to  reward  the  culture  of  the  Society.  The  churches  generally  haTe  suf- 
fered severe  pecuniary  embarrassment,  but  the  labors  of  the  missionaries  have,  in 
some  cases,  been  attended  with  cheering  success. 

The  Trustees  enforce  their  api>eal  for  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  this  work  by 
the  argument  and  the  example  of  the  Apostle  to  the  Qentiles :  *'  The  lute  of 
Christ  constraineth  us.''  Thia  love,  made  subjective  in  the  renewed  soul,  prompts 
to  labors,  sacrifices,  and  sufferings,  such  as  signalized  the  missionary  life  of  Paul. 
He  felt,  as  few  men  have  felt,  the  power  of  this  love  of  Christ.  He  reasoned  that  the 
design  of  Christ  was  that  all,  made  alive  by  his  death,  should  live  for  his  glory, 
for  they  are  made  alive  unto  him,  and  not  unto  themselves.  This  is  the  divine 
theory  of  redemption  by  atoning  blood.  The  whole  work  done,  the  whole  volume 
of  prayers  offered,  the  many  gifts  of  treasure  contributed,  all  unite  in  sending  the 
declaration  through  the  wide  missionary  field  and  then  heavenward,  *'  The  love  of 
Christ  constraineth  us." 

CONNECTICUT   HOME  MISSIONARY   SOCIETY. 
Rev.  William  H.  Moore,  Secretary ;  Ward  W.  Jacobs,  Esq.,  Treasurer.    Office 

in  Hartford. 

The  receipts  of  the  Connecticut  Auxiliary  in  the  year  ending  February  28th,  were 
$14,648.98.    The  etqmditures  mihm  lYie  Ett^  "ivere  $15,466«81.    The  Auxiliary 
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forwarded  to  the  Treasury  of  the  National  Society,  during  its  financial  year, 
$1,221.72.  Into  this  Treasury  were  also  paid  directly,  as  avails  of  legacies, 
$24,839.84;  contributions  of  churches  and  individuals  $17,876.49— in  all,  $42,- 
216.33.  The  total  amount  raised  in  the  State  for  Home  Missions  was  $56,860.26 
— ^leas  by  $24,040.81  than  in  the  preceding  year.  The  amount  put  at  the  disposal 
of  the  National  Institution  was  $43,438.05,  which  is  $24,688.75  less  than  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  number  of  missionarUs  who  have  labored  in  this  State  during  the  whole  or 
part  of  the  year,  isforty-two^  and  thirty-seven  years  of  service  have  been  per- 
formed. Four  of  these  laborers  have  been  installed  pastors  of  the  churches  they 
aexve,  and  one  has  been  called  to  his  rest  and  reward.  One  church  has  been 
organized,  two  houses  of  worship  have  been  built,  and  three  others  greatly  im- 
proved. 

The  Directors,  in  their  Sixtietli  Report,  record  the  following  facts  in  the  history 
of  this  Auxiliary : 

*'This  Society,  formed  by  the  General  Association,  Wednesday,  June  19,  1816, 
18  now  sixty  years  old — ten  years  older  than  the  American  Home  Missionary 
Society.  Of  its  officers  previous  to  its  connection  with  the  National  Society  in 
1831,  only  Rev.  Leonard  Bacon  and  Hon.  Henry  Wliite  remain  ;  and  of  its  seventy- 
five  missionaries  in  that  period,  only  three  are  living — ^Rev.  Messrs.  Seth  Bliss, 
Nathaniel  Miner,  and  Dennis  Piatt.  It  has  aided,  1816-1875,  in  all,  one  hundred 
and  eleven  of  the  Congregational  churches  of  this  State,  of  which  six  are  actually 
or  practically  extinct,  thirty-six  are  still  dependent,  and  sixty-nine  are  self-sup- 
porting—or a  number  exceeding  one-quarter  of  all  the  self-supporting  churches, 
and  including  many  well-to-do  and  strong  churches. 

In  this  period,  in  addition  to  what  has  been  done  by  the  Missionary  Society  of 
Connecticut,  our  churches  have  given,  in  contributions,  legacies,  and  boxes,  over 
$1,450,000,  of  which  al)out  $287,000  has  been  spent  in  Connecticut,  and  the  rest, 
more  than  $1,150,000,  has  blessed  the  home  missionary  fields  beyond  our  borders. 
Ab  this  work  in  and  for  Connecticut  will  be  indispensable  so  long  as  there  is  a 
Connecticut,  and  as  the  work  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  cannot  be 
finished  in  our  day,  every  incentive  which  led  to  the  formation  of  these  Societies 
shoold  animate  us  to  sustain  them  and  commend  them  to  the  continued  favor  of 
God." 

The  total  of  receipts  from  New  England  is  $214,340.29,  which  is  less  than  the 
amount  of  the  preceding  year  by  $24,347.73.  Of  this,  $77,354.15  were  expended 
within  its  own  bounds,  and  $136,986.14  were  forwarded  t^  the  National  Institu- 
tion, for  its  general  work. 

NEW  YORK   HOME   MISSIONARY   SOCIETY. 

Rev.  AnausTUS  F.  Beard,  D.D.,  President ;  Rev.  John  C.  Holbrook,  D.D.,  Syra- 
cuse, Secretary  ;  William  Hbeib7  Smith,  Esq.,  New  York,  Treasurer. 

The  receipts  into  this  Treasury  from  churches  and  individuals  in  this  State,  were 
$11,658.14  ;  from  legacies,  $22,974.80;  in  all  $34,632.94,  or  $9,898.02  more  than 
in  the  previous  year.  Fiflff-  one  laborers  have  been  employed  during  the  whole  or  a 
portion  of  the  year,  supplying  about  ninety  churches  and  preaching-stations.  One 
church  has  been  organized,  two  houses  of  worship  have  been  erected,  two  were  in 
process  of  erection  at  the  close  of  the  year,  twelve  have  been  repaired  and  im- 
proved, and  one  parsonage  has  been  secured.  Forty-two  missionaries  report  581  ad- 
ditions to  their  ohorchea,  making  a  net  gain  in  their  aggregate  membeT%Viv^  q1  ^^. 

The  Tnutoas  of  thia  Auxiliary,  in  their  last  report,  ataite  \)ha!f  ^«  ^o\\ers  >ckRS«r 
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tofore  annoanced  of  noiting  two  or  more  neighboring  aided  cbarches  under  the 
labors  of  one  missionary  has  been  continued,  as  far  as  was  practicable,  and  to  a 
slowly  increasing  extent.  There  are  difficulties  to  be  overcome,  however,  which, 
in  some  cases,  prove  to  be  insuperable,  where  it  would  at  first  glance  seem  to  be 
very  desirable  to  adopt  this  plan.  Still,  the  obvious  economy  of  ministerial  la1>or, 
as  well  as  of  pecuniary  expense  which  results  from  joining  two  or  more  churches 
under  one  missionary,  recommends  the  measure,  where  it  is  practicable,  since  it  is 
not  possible,  with  the  means  at  our  command,  to  maintain  a  missionary  for  every 
church.  In  some  localities  it  is  the  only  way  in  which  churches  of  our  order  can 
be  supplied  at  all.  We  have  in  this  State  ten  such  churches  coupled  under  five 
missionaries,  four  joined  with  self-supporting  churches,  and  three  thus  united  with 
churches  of  other  denominations,  and  three  grouped  under  one  missionary — twenty 
in  all. 

*'  The  problem  how  to  expend  the  limited  amount  of  funds  available  for  home 
missionary  purposes  to  the  best  advantage  to  the  cause  of  Christ,  and  of  the  rela^ 
tive  claims  of  our  own  State  and  those  of  the  new  and  rapidly  augmenting  mis- 
sionary fields  of  the  Great  West,  is  one  that  it  is  difficult  to  solve.  On  the  one  hand 
are  the  necessities  of  feeble  churches  among  us,  that  are  nobly  struggling  to  main- 
tain their  existence  and  keep  alive  the  fires  upon  their  altars ;  and,  on  the  other, 
the  constant,  loud,  and  moving  calls  for  aid  in  sending  missionaries  to  the  front, 
that  evangelizing  infiuences  may  keep  pace  with  the  tide  of  humanity  that  is  roll- 
ing impetuously  onward  to  the  Interior  and  the  Pacific Sometimes  when 

we  look  abroad  over  this  vast  country,  and  realize  how  much  missionary  work 
needs  to  be  done,  and  how  much  depends  on  its  being  done  speedily,  we  hardly 
feel  warranted  in  expending  a  dollar  on  our  own  State ;  and  then  we  reflect  that 
the  communities  in  which  our  own  feeble  churches  are  situated  form  a  part  of  the 
'all  the  world*  into  which  we  are  commanded  to  go  with  the  gospel ;  and,  more- 
over, that  these  and  other  like  communities  in  the  older  States  are,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, the  feeders  of  the  new  settlements  of  the  West,  and  that  in  no  other  way  can 
we  do  so  much,  perhaps,  for  the  West  as  by  helping  to  purify  the  streams  of  emi- 
gration that  are  flowing  over  it,  and  by  bringing  the  gospel  to  bear  upon  those 
who  are  going  out  to  give  moral  tone  and  character  to  that  region.  .  .  .  Hence, 
when  we  are  tempted  to  feel  that  one  of  our  feeble  churches  might  be  abandoned 
for  the  sake  of  a  greater  good  to  be  accomplished  at  the  West  by  the  means  re- 
quired to  sustain  it,  we  seem  to  hear  the  Master  say — *  Destroy  it  not,  for  a  bless- 
ing is  in  it ;  -  and  we  are  constrained  to  respond  to  the  appeal  that  is  made  for  help 
to  keep  it  alive." 

OHIO  HOME  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

Rev.  SAMUBii  WoLCOTT,  D.D.,  Cleveland,  Secretary ;    Frai^cis  C.  Sessions,  Esq., 

Columbus,  Treasurer. 

The  amount  received  into  the  Treasury  of  this  Auxiliary,  in  the  year  ending  Febru- 
ary 28th,  was  $5,127.72,  and  the  amount  of  disbursements  was  the  same,  while 
$1,491.06  were  still  due,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  to  missionaries  for  labor  per- 
formed. The  amount  paid  from  Ohio  into  the  Treasury  of  the  National  Society, 
during  its  financial  year,  was  $3,114.15,  of  which  sum  $2,125.76  were  the  avails  of 
legacies.  The  total  of  contributions  to  the  cause  of  Home  Missions,  from  this 
State,  is  $8,241.87,  which  is  less  than  the  amount  contributed  in  the  previous  year 
by  $219.02. 

Twenty-one  munonaries  have  been  in  commission  during  the  year,  and  have  min- 
istered statedly  to  thirty  congregations.    One  of  them  served  four  churches,  two 
served  three  each,  five  served  two  each,  and  mo&t  of  the  others  held  stated  pieaduzig 
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seirices  at  different  points  on  their  fields.  The  Secretary  states  that  the  Society  is 
now  pledged  to  but  three  churches  that  are  not  coupled  with  others  in  the  support 
of  the  ministry.  Two  of  these  three  are  in  the  suburbs  of  cities  where  the  arrange- 
ment is  impracticable,  and  the  third  does  not  expect  to  renew  its  application  for 
aid.  The  proportion  of  dependent  churches  in  this  State  is  unusually  large,  but 
the  number  receiving  aid  from  the  Society  has  been  reduced,  in  three  years,  from 
fifty  to  twenty.  A  part  of  them  have  become  self-sustaining,  but  more  have 
become  associated  with  other  churches,  and  thus  are  able  to  dispense  with  mission- 
ary aid.  This  policy  is,  on  this  field,  a  necessary  economy  of  men  and  money,  and 
it  works  happily. 

The  Secretary  has  added  to  his  ordinary  duties  the  supervision  of  the  work  of 
the  National  Society  in  Western  Pennsylvania  and  Western  Virginia,  where  the 
missionary  churches,  few  and  feeble  as  they  are,  have  been  greatly  cheered  by  his 
presence  and  judicious  counsels.  In  reference  to  the  whole  field  under  his  super- 
vision, he  says :  "  Although  the  year  has  been  uncommonly  full  of  distracting  or 
diverting  infiuences,  it  has  not  been  spiritually  unfruitful.  In  hardly  any  direction 
baa  there  been  an  apparent  retrograde  movement,  and  in  some  quarters  there  has 
been  a  decided  advance.  The  year  closes  with  tokens  of  special  blessing  in  several 
of  our  churches,  including  some  of  our  missionary  fields.^' 

INDIANA. 
Rev.  Joseph  E.  Rot,  D.D.,  Chicago,  Superintendent. 

The  eofUribuiiom  to  the  Society's  Treasury  from  this  State  were  $503.70,  falling 
far  behind  the  receipts  of  last  year,  that  were  enhanced  by  a  legacy  of  more  than 
$2,A<K),  but  exceeding  the  gifts  of  the  living  in  that  year  by  $184.06.  The  number 
of  laborers  eammisaioned  was  eight,  supplying  fifteen  churches  and  several  out-sta- 
tioDB.  Three  of  the  missionaries  report  revivals  of  religion,  adding  materially  to 
the  membership  of  their  churches.  One  bouse  of  worship  is  building,  and  two 
have  been  repaired.    Two  yotmg  men  are  preparing  for  the  ministry. 

The  lack  of  the  Superintendent's  care  has  been  felt  by  these  churches,  most  of 
them  very  feeble  and  needing  his  cheering  visits.  Tet  never,  perhaps,  have  these 
few  brethren  shown  more  of  zeal  and  consecration  to  the  work,  feeling  that  they 
are  set  as  lights  in  a  dark  place. 

In  this  State,  numbering  in  1870  nearly  1,681,000  people,  with  nearly  8,000 

nominally  evangelical  organizations,  there  are  but  twenty-eight  Congregational 

churches,  with  about  1,500  members.    Yet  in  few  States  north  of  the  Ohio  is  the 

tlplifting  power  of  these  free  churches  of  the  people  and  for  the  people,  more 

needed.     Slowly  but  surely  they  are  gaining  public  confidence,  as  the  type  of  their 

doctrine  and  life  is  known.     When  men  of  the  world  see  churches  more  zealous  for 

the  truth  than  for  popularity,  more  bent  on  work  than  on  enjoyment,  even  of  the 

highest  privileges,  they  recognize  the  seal  of  the  Divine  Master  on  them,  and  the 

power  of  such  churches  will  be  measured,  not  by  their  numbers  or  wealth,  but  by 

the  fruits  of  their  spiritual  consecration.    The  brethren  of  Indiana,  so  long  as  they 

are  giving  themselves  to  Christian  work  in  the  Christian  spirit,  can  well  afford  to 

bide  their  time. 

ILLINOIS. 

Rev.  JosBPH  E.  Rot,  D.D.,  Chicago,  Superintendent  for  Northern  Illinois  (also 
Field  Boperintendent) ;  Rev.  Mabttn  E.  Whittlimbt,  Jacksonville, 

Soperintendent  for  Southern  Illinois. 

The  reee^ifts  of  the  Treasury  from  Illinois  in  the    year   now  reported  wec^ 
$6,805.86,  a  loss  of  $2,878.94,  as  compared  with  theprevioua  ^eax.   TVi^  nuinbtfr  o| 
miMmarie^  employed  in  the  State  wasforty-fl^e^  nine  leaa  than  Vn  >[>[i&  M\X!QX)[i  l^i^^ 
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past  decade ;  and  of  the  '*  semi-religious  temperance  movement  originated  by  Dr. 
H.  Reynolds,  leading  thousands  of  men  to  sign  the  pledge  of  total  abstinence,  and 
greatly  lessening  the  sales  of  intoxicating  drink ;  ^^  also  of  an  unusual  harmony 
of  feeling  growing  up  among  Christians  of  various  evangelical  denominations,  and 
showing  itself  in  union  meetings  of  great  power  and  usefulness. 

In  the  Northern  District,  sixty  men  have  been  in  commission  during  some  part 
of  the  year,  and  forty-two  were  serving  at  it^  close.  These  supplied  118  congre- 
gations. One  missionary  has  died,  one  was  installed,  and  three  young  men  in  t^e 
missionary  service  were  ordained.  Six  churches  were  organized;  six  houses  of 
worship,  costing  $15,000,  were  dedicated.  Of  the  sixty-five  aided  churches,  all 
but  three  had  service  during  some  part  of  the  year.  Thirteen  churches  were 
blessed  with  revivals ;  one  came  to  self-support,  and  one  fell  back  on  the  Society 
for  aid. 

The  benevolent  contributions  of  the  missionary  churches  were  about  (8,500; 
church  debts  were  paid  to  the  amount  of  $3,000.  Plans  are  on  foot  for  uniting 
several  churches  for  economy's  sake. 

The  Superintendent  reports,  as  a  part  of  the  results  of  his  eight  years'  over- 
sight of  the  work  in  the  Northern  District,  the  numb^  of  churches  increased  from 
forty -two  to  seventy -nine ;  houses  of  worship,  from  sixteen  to  fifty-five ;  value  of 
church  property,  from  $43,500  to  $246,250.  Thirty-seven  churches,  thirty-nine 
houses  of  worship,  1,500  church  members,  and  $200,000  in  church  property,  being 
part  of  the  net  gain  in  eight  years.  *'But  the  work  of  these  little  churches  in 
giving  Christian  form  to  society  in  the  towns  and  settlements  of  Northwestern 
Michigan,  cannot  be  expressed  in  statistical  figures.  Perhaps  nowhere  else  outside 
of  New  England  have  the  Congregational  churches  relatively  so  prominent  a  posi- 
tion, and  so  large  a  sliare  of  duty  in  the  Cliristian  work  to  be  done,  as  here.  Of 
the  seventy -eight  counties  of  the  State,  forty-six  are  in  this  District ;  more  than 
seven- twelfths  of  the  territory,  but  less  than  one-fodrth  of  the  population.  Not 
quite  one-third  of  a  million  people  are  now  here,  but  before  the  close  of  the  cen- 
tury there  will  perhaps  be  a  full  million.  Wliat  they  shall  be  in  intelligence  and 
character,  how  they  shall  affect  the  destiny  of  the  whole  land,  and  whether «they 
shall  be  heirs  of  eternal  life,  depends  mainly  on  the  faithfulness  and  success  of 
these  missionary  churches  that  are  now  being  planted — that  is,  under  God,  on  the 
vigor  with  which  the  work  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  is  prose- 
cuted." 

WISCONSIN. 

Rev.  FiUNKiiiN  B.  Doe,  Ripon,  Superintendent  for  Northern  Wisconsin ;  Rev. 
HsiTRT  A.  Miner,  Madison,  Superintendent  for  Southern  Wisconsin. 

The  receipts  from  Wisconsin,  within  the  year,  were  $3,579.27,  of  which  $250  were 
the  avails  of  a  legacy.  This  amount  is  $270.82  in  advance  of  that  of  last  year. 
The  number  of  munonaries  bearing  the  Society *s  commission  was  sixty-nine. 

In  the  Northern  District  there  are  forty  mission  fields,  embracing  sixty  churches 
and  twenty-six  out-stations,  making  the  whole  number  of  congregations  eighty- 
six.  Five  churches  were  organized  in  that  District,  with  sixty-two  members.  Of 
the  sixty- four  working  ministers  in  the  District,  thirty-nine  have  borne  the  Society^a 
commission,  four  of  them  being  theological  students.  The  average  salary  is  $680, 
the  highest  being  $900,  the  lowest  $350.  One  minister  has  been  ordained ;  several 
houses  of  worship  have  been  extensively  repaired ;  several  churches  have  canceled 
hindering  debts.  Fellowship  and  gospel  meetings,  held  in  many  places,  have  been 
largely  attended,  and  successfuL  Not  since  1858,  if  ever  before,  were  revivals  of 
religion  so  many  and  powerful  as  during  this  year.     Two  churches  pount  on 
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about  foor  hundred  conyeits  each,  and  the  cry,  "  Come  over  and  help  us/'  comes 
from  every  quarter. 

In  the  Southern  District,  embracing  all  that  part  of  the  State  lying  north  of  the 
Milwaukee  and  LaCrosse  Railroad,  thirty  missionaries  have  ministered  to  forty- 
eight  churches  and  twelve  out-stations.  Two  churches  have  become  extinct ;  one 
has  been  set  off  to  Illinois ;  one  has  disbanded,  with  the  hope  of  early  revival. 
One  missionary  has  been  ordained ;  one  house  of  worship  dedicated ;  several  have 
had  large  repairs,  and  two  are  building.  Two  churches  have  come  to  self-support ; 
one  of  these,  having  built  two  meeting-houses,  five  miles  apart,  has  *^  become  two 
bands ;  "  the  other,  after  supplying  strong  pillars  for  several  churches,  has  given 
to  TTftngiift  a  college  president,  to  Beloit  a  tutor,  and  has  now  four  of  her  promis- 
ing young  people  in  college. 

As  in  the  Northern  District,  the  spirit  of  revival  has  been  general,  and  most  of 
the  churches  have  increased  their  membership.  Tet,  of  the  sixty-one  unaided 
churches,  probably  one-third  barely  support  their  pastors,  and  the  loss  of  one  or 
two  families  from  either  would  be  the  signal  of  a  call  for  aid.  As  a  matter  of 
economy,  one-third  of  the  missionaries  serve  two  or  more  churches  each,  and  every 
effort  is  made  to  systematize  the  methods  of  meeting  current  expenses.  Many 
churches  are  very  unwilling  to  be  dependent  on  outside  aid,  as  a  great  amount  of 
planning  and  real  sacrifice  attests.  The  Society^s  new  Sunday-school  work  is 
exciting  general  interest,  and  receives  warm  welcome. 

The  Superintendents  are  agreed  that,  *'  with  all  her  discouragements,  Wisconsin 
— ^rich,  not  only  in  material  resources,  but  in  the  brain  and  muscle  of  her  growing 
population — ^never  presented  a  fairer  field  for  missionary  investments  and  returns 
than  now.  Despite  the  hard  times,  new  railroads  are  opening  new  regions  to 
missionary  labor,  where  churches  must  be  planted,  some  of  which  will  become 
centers  of  a  widening  influence.  There  is  a  general  increase  of  manufacturing 
interests ;  new  settlements  are  made ;  wild  lands  are  turned  into  productive  farms ; 
Eastern  investments  are  becoming  more  and  more  remunerative.  Sliall  the  gos- 
pel get  a  corresponding  hold  on  the  people  ?  Shall  our  missionary  work  keep 
pace  with  this  advancing  civilization  ?  Our  friends  in  the  East  have  most  to  do 
with  answering  this  question.^' 

IOWA. 

Rev.  Ephraim  Adams,  Waterloo,  Superintendent  for  Northern  Iowa ;  Rev.  Joseph 
W.  Pickett,  Des  Moines,  Superintendent  for  Southern  Iowa. 

The  receipts  from  Iowa  for  the  year  were  $4,661.75,  of  which  $500  were  from 
legacies.  These  contributions  fall  short  of  those  of  the  previous  year  by 
$S69.58.  The  number  of  missionaries  employed  in  the  State  was  eighty-three — 
nine  fewer  than  in  the  year  before.  Of  these,  forty-nine  labored  in  the  Northern 
District — twenty-four  of  them  throughout  the  year — giving  in  all  thirty-nine  years 
to  the  work.  The  average  salaries  of  the  missionaries  was  $668.  Three  churches 
were  organized,  with  forty- one  members,  making  127  churches  in  the  State ;  nine 
assumed  self -support  Two  ministers  were  installed,  and  one  ordained.  One  meet- 
ing-house was  built  Of  the  127  churches  in  the  District,  seventy-five — with  out- 
stations,  about  100  congregations — receive  missionary  aid.  Several  churches, 
notwithstandiug  the  hard  times,  have  freed  themselves  from  debt. 

Northwestern  Iowa  has  suffered  much,  as  in  former  years,  from  the  grasshopper 
plague,  and  over  the  whole  State  the  wheat  crop  has  been  for  the  most  part  a  fail- 
ure; yet  many  substantial  tokens  of  advance  in  the  character  of  the  work  done  by 
the  churches,  if  not  in  numbers  and  outward  show  of  prosperity,  have  cheered  the 
hearts  of  Gkid*s  |>eopl&    Ei^ecially  in  the  matter  of  revivals  of  religion  has  the 
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year  been  one  long  to  be  remembered.  Twenty-six  churches  in  this  District  are 
marked  as  having  been  revived  within  the  year.  "  The  revivals  have  been  more 
in  number  and  greater  in  power  than  in  any  previous  year/^  says  the  Superintend- 
ent ...  "  There  seems^  to  be  a  revival  spirit  in  all  directions.  Some  churches, 
that  in  former  years  would  have  been  marked  as  having  enjoyed  revivals,  are  not 
so  marked  here.    The  scale  is  rising ;  we  are  getting  used  to  larger  blessings." 

In  the  Southern  District,  thirty- five  missionaries  hAve  been  under  commission — 
twenty-one  of  them  throughout  the  whole  year.  Seventy-two  supplied  each  one 
church,  eleven  supplied  two  churches  each,  and  two  have  cared  for  three  churches. 
The  time  of  service  amounts  to  twenty-eight  years  and  four  months.  Fifty 
churches,  with  their  out-stations,  have  been  supplied.  Two  churches,  with  forty- 
seven  members,  were  organized.  Pour  houses  of  worship  have  been  built  by  aided 
churches,  at  a  cost  of  $1 2,600.  "  These  churches  are  nearly  paid  for,  and  are  models 
of  neatness  and  convenience.  Five  young  men  have  been  ordained  to  the  ministry 
of  our  churches,  and  another,  after  a  year  of  successful  labor  here,  left  us  to 
become  a  missionary  in  China." 

The  number  of  churches  sustaining  services  without  aid  is  forty-one.  Their 
contributions  for  Home  Missions  for  the  year  ending  January  1,  1877,  were  $2,379, 
from  seventy-eight  churches,  of  which  the  self-supporting  churches  gave  $1,467. 
The  additions  to  the  churches  were  498  on  profession  of  faith,  and  410  by  letter. 
The  net  gain  of  members  is  480.  *^  The  chief  lack  of  the  churches  is  in  the  line  of 
systematic  beneficence,  a  line  in  which,  however,  there  is  improvement  year  by 
year." 

"  And  now  where  are  the  men  ?  "  asks  Superintendent  Adams,  "  for  reaping  the 
harvest  in  our  outlying  population  ? — able  men  who  can  command  the  attention 
and  respect  of  the  people — men  who  could  command  good  salaries  and  positions, 
who,  yet,  for  Christ's  sake,  are  willing  to  leave  them  to  go  among  the  people,  live  as 
the  people  live,  content  with  food  and  raiment,  if  they  may  but  lead  souls  to  Christ. 
Were  this  spirit  fully  in  us,  touching,  sanctifying  to  the  Master's  use  all  there  is 
of  us — possessions,  houses,  money,  talents,  everything — how  would  the  treasuries 
be  filled,  the  heralds  come  forth,  and  the  people  be  saved  I 

"  Christ  Jesus  m  us,  filling,  possessing  this  very  body,  his  church,  through  which 
he  is  to  walk  and  talk  among  men — ^how  soon  would  he  possess  the  State  and  the 
land  I    €k)d  speed  the  day  I " 

MINNESOTA. 
Rev.  Levi  H.  Cobb,  Minneapolis,  Superintendent. 
The  receipts  from  Minnesota  were  $2,020.88,  or  $489.18  larger  than  those  of  the 
previous  year.  For  the  work  in  this  State,  sixty-one  missionaries  were  commis- 
sioned within  the  year.  These  ministered  to  eighty-two  churches  and  sixty- 
four  out-stations — 146  congregations.  Four  other  churches  were  supplied  by 
union  with  neigboring  parishes.  Four  churches  became  self-supporting ;  one  by 
receiving  a  sister  church  into  its  membership,  another  by  tripling  its  members 
(adding  eighty-one  since  January,  1876) ;  the  third,  by  uniting  with  churches 
of  two  other  denominations;  and  the  fourth  by  pecuniary  thrift.  Eleven 
churches  have  been  organized,  two  missionaries  installed,  and  four  ordained.  Four 
houses  of  worship  have  been  built ;  three  bought  of  other  Societies ;  ten  have  laid 
out  considerable  sums  in  repairs,  bells,  etc.  Thirteen  new  men  have  come  into  the 
pulpits  of  Congregational  churches  within  the  year,  four  of  whom  were  students 
from  Andover,  New  Haven  and  Chicago.  Twenty  of  the  twenty-five  self-sustain- 
ing churches  have  contributed  $1,128.66  to  this  Society.  Of  the  five  not  contribut- 
Jng,  two  came  to  self-support  last  year,  and  three  were  without  pastoxs.    Thirty- 
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Beven  haye  enjoyed  reviTalB  of  more  or  less  power,  in  one  case  reaching  nearly  100 
in  a  town  of  700.  Much  of  this  wide-spread  religious  interest  is  due  to  the  voluntary 
evangelistic  labors  of  Messrs.  Heniy  Plant  and  George  Bradbury,  Superintendents 
of  Sabbath-schools  in  Minneapolis.  In  spite  of  the  terrible  grasshopper  famine, 
the  spiritual  outlook  of  the  churches  of  Minnesota  was  never  brighter.  The 
demand  for  special  help  would  keep  ten  good  men  constantly  at  work.  Six 
important  fields,  some  of  them  vacant  for  months,  are  waiting  for  ministers. 

The  Superintendent  closes  his  report  with  remarks  upon  the  lessons  experience 
has  taught  him  as  to  "  the  importance  of  employing  only  first  class  men  ^' — where 
these  can  be  had.  A  man  takes  one  of  the  most  thoroughly  discouraged  churches 
in  the  State,  in  two  years  triples  its  membership,  brings  it  to  self-support,  and 
compels  it  to  build  anew  to  accommodate  those  who  cannot  find  seats  in  the  sanc- 
tuary. Another,  by  rashness,  inefiiciency,  or  want  of  good  sense — or  worse,  by 
moral  defection — scatters  what  has  been  painfully  gathered  by  a  predecessor,  dis- 
integrates a  chmrch  that  might  have  been  a  power,  clouds  the  minds  of  youth  with 
doubts  as  to  the  reality  or  value  of  piety,  and  makes  all  good  people  glad  by  his 
departure.  "  If  we  must  choose,^'  says  the  Superintendent,  '*  I  should  say  fewer 
men  and  better,  and  more  liberally  sustained." 

KANSAS. 
Rev.  Stlvbsteb  D.  Stobbs,  Quindaro,  Superintendent. 

In  the  year  now  reported,  the  Treasurer  has  received  from  Kansas  $1,003.60,  a 
gain  of  $110.78  on  last  year.  The  number  of  missionaries  employed  in  the  State 
was  eighty 'Jive.  An  unusual  proportion  of  these  labored  through  the  entire  year. 
Ten  churches  have  been  organized ;  one  has  built,  and  two  are  building  houses 
of  worship;  seven  church  edifices  have  been  substantially  repaired;  fourteen 
missionaries  report  extensive  revivals ;  thirteen  young  men  are  pursuing  a  course 
of  study  for  the  ministry.  No  missionary  has  been  taken  from  the  State  by  death 
since  November,  1874.  The  year  has  been  one  of  more  than  ordinary  temporal 
prosperity  for  Kansas.  Though  in  the  autumn  the  locusts  repeated  their  devasta- 
tions in  a  belt  of  150  miles  across  the  State,  and  dcp'*<«ited  their  eggs  in  a  district 
125  miles  wide,  reaching  far  into  other  States,  goou  crops  are  expected  from 
Kansas  as  a  whole,  and  the  people  are  learning  economy  among  other  good  lessons, 
from  these  visitations.  The  larger  self-denials  required  for  the  support  of  gospel 
institutions  are  deepening  the  popular  estimate  of  their  value. 

Grateful  mention  is  made  of  the  *'  Missionary  boxes  "  that  during  the  fall  and 
winter  cheered  the  hearts  of  many  of  the  brethren,  who  else  must  have  suffered. 
"  Such  aid  is  of  great  importance  at  any  time,"  says  the  Superintendent,  *'  but  it 
seems  indispensable  when  the  people^s  hands  are  empty,  and  a  treasury  also  empty 
compels  delay  in  the  payment  of  quarterly  dues." 

The  Superintendent  writes :  "  Amid  all  the  excitement  of  the  past  few  months 
we  have  great  reason  to  thank  G^d  for  the  revival  of  his  work,  bringing  his 
people  nearer  to  him  in  fuller  consecration,  and  leading  many  penitent  sinners  to 
trust  in  Christ  for  present  and  eternal  salvation.  Since  October  about  thirty  revi- 
vals have  been  experienced,  some  of  them  of  unusual  power.  To  God  be  all  the 
praise  1    .... 

"  Immigration  is  setting  in  rapidly,  and  the  outlook  for  pushing  forward  the 
work  in  Ki^"^m«  was  never  more  favorable,  so  far  as  inviting  fields  are  concerned. 
We  wait  but  for  the  necessary  money  and  men  to  *  go  in  and  possess  the  land.' " 

NEBRASKA. 
Rev.  HiRAH  N.  Gates,  Omaha,  Superintendent. 
The  ammaU  received  from  Nebraska,  within  the  year  now  reported^  ntqa  ^^^5^"^^ 
which  is  $78.78  more  than  the  receipts  of  last  year.    The  number  of  mxMvmarwt^ 
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nnder  commission  was  8ixty-$even,  of  whom  forty -six  were  ordained  mii^Bten, 
eighteen  were  students,  and  three  licentiates.  They  supplied  eighty- six  chorches 
and  fifty-nine  out- stations — 145  congregations.  Thirty -one  have  labored  through 
the  full  year,  and  the  aggregate  time  of  service  has  been  forty  and  two-thirds  years. 
One  pastor  has  been  installed.  Five  churches  have  been  "dropped,"  and  thirteen 
organized,  with  165  members.  Thirty  churches  report  revivals,  with  more  than  800 
hopeful  conversions.  Three  houses  of  worship  have  been  built,  costing  $4,0009 
and  one  repaired.     The  number  of  houses  of  worship  in  the  State  is  now  nineteen. 

One  church  has  come  to  self-support,  and  one  has  become  again  dependent  for 
aid.  Six  have  paid  debts,  amounting  to  $1,815.  The  contributions  of  aided 
churches  to  this  Society  were  about  $400,  and  to  all  benevolent  objects,  about  $818. 
There  are  eighty-seven  churches  in  the  State,  of  which  all  but  four  receive  misnon- 
ary  aid.  Fifteen  are  unsupplied,  and  others  are  soon  to  become  vacant  Eleven 
more  ministers  are  needed  now. 

The  progress  of  the  cause  in  Nebraska  will  be  indicated  by  these  few  com- 
parisons : 

But  thirteen  of  the  churches  were  organized  before  1870.  In  1873  fifty-eight 
were  reported.  Eight  of  these  have  since  been  dropped,  and  thirty-seven  new  ones 
added,  making  now  eighty-seven.  In  1873  the  total  membership  was  1.387.  In 
1876  it  was  2,898,  and  there  are  now  more  than  twice  as  many  as  in  1873.  In  1866 
there  were  ten  cTiurches,  seven  ministers,  and  190  members.  In  1877  the  list  num- 
bers eighty-three — it  should  be  eighty-six,  that  of  Webster  county  being  virtually 
four  churches.  There  are  fifty- two  ministers,  and  2,898  members — a  gain  of 
seventy -five  churches,  forty-five  mmisters,  and  2,208  members.  Certainly,  here  is 
proof  that  the  polity  of  our  fathers  has  lost  none  of  its  vigor  by  transplanting.  A 
great  hindrance  to  the  material  progress  of  the  State  is  the  plague  of  grasshoppers, 
not  merely  taking  from  the  people  that  for  which  they  have  toiled  so  hard,  but 
depressing  their  spirits  by  the  seeming  impossibility  of  ever  escaping  the  ravages 
of  these  destroyers. 

*'  The  lack  of  men,"  writes  the  Superintendent,  "  sometimes  makes  our  hearts 
ache.  To  hear  churches  pleading  for  some  one  to  break  to  them  the  bread  of  life, 
and  often  pleading  long  in  vain,  is  a  sad  trial.  But  of  the  more  distant  future  we 
have  little  fear.  The  people  are  adjusting  themselves  to  the  circumstances; 
measuring  their  own  and  their  adversaries*  strength ;  devising  new  weapons  and 
means  of  defense,  and  rising  to  the  occasion.  And  the  East,  that  has  sent  so  many 
will  send  yet  more,  willing  and  glad  to  forego  the  comforts  of  the  older  States  for 
the  sake  of  the  good  cause.  So  let  us  who  trust  in  the  Lord  he  of  good  courage, 
and  lay  our  plans,  in  faith  that  he  has  great  things  in  store  for  this  goodly  land, 
and  for  us  all  who  are  striving  to  bring  it  to  him.** 

CALIFORNIA. 

Rev.  Jambs  H.  Warren,  D.D.,  San  Francisco,  Superintendent. 

The  amount  of  contributions  to  the  Treasury  for  the  year  was  $3,400.83,  which  is 
$566.48  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  laborers  under  the  Society's 
commission  in  California,  within  the  year,  was  thirty-three.  They  have  ministered 
with  unusual  regularity  to  forty  churches  and  ten  out-stations.  Four  churches  have 
been  organized,  with  an  aggregate  membership  of  fifty-one,  and  Sunday-schools, 
with  more  than  300  pupils.  One  of  these  churches  has  built  a  meeting-house,  and  is 
self-supporting  from  the  start.  Three  of  them  are  in  communities  where  no  other 
denomination  is  represented.  Five  churches  have  come  to  self-support  Three 
houses  of  worship  have* been  dedicated,  and  three  others  are  built,  and  the  builders 
are  waiting  to  pay  the  last  bills  before  they  dedicate.    Sixty  of  the  seventy  churches 
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of  the  State»  indoding  M&ry  wne  that  is  self-supporting,  have  contributed  to  the 
Society's  treasury.  .  For  church-building,  paying  debts,  current  expenses,  repairing 
and  improving,  the  aided  churches  have  expended  nearly  $35,000 ;  for  Home  Mis- 
sions and  other  kindred  works,  $600. 

Distressed  by  the  necessity  of  staying  the  execution  of  plans  for  rapid  advance, 
the  Superintendent  writes :  ** Doors  were  opened  for  abundant  entrance;  fields 
white  for  the  harvest  called  upon  us  for  the  laborers.  Other  men  have  been  thrust 
into  them,  because  word  was  sent  all  along  the  front  that '  the  exploring  of  new 
fields  must  be  postponed  for  the  time,  for  the  treasury  was  empty  and  the  debt 
increasing.'  All  this  in  the  face  of  forces  and  powers  of  the  god  of  this  world 
storming  for  every  square  mile  of  the  seven  great  States  and  Territories  of  the 
Pacific  slope — forces  drilled,  fierce,  defiant,  and  successful.  They  will  allow  nothing 
tot  Christ  His  church  must  have  no  foothold  or  recognition.  In  politics,  in  schools, 
in  conventions — to  a  great  extent  in  newspapers — in  social  circles,  in  commercial 
afEaiiB,  on  the  exchange,  Christ  is  not  wanted ;  he  must  not  come  in.  And  yet, 
these  great  empires,  with  these  vast  treasuries  of  gold,  and  bread,  and  life,  and 
health,  are  his.  We  are  here  to  assert  his  right  and  title  to  all  of  it,  to  the  last 
square  inch  of  territory,  to  the  last  man  that  lives.  Shall  the  churches  which  sent 
ufl  for  this  one  sole  object — to  possess  and  hold  for  the  Master  State  after  State- 
now  send  word  to  suspend,  for  how  long,  God  only  knows,  the  advance  of  the 

llDStf" 

OREGON  AND  WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 

The  reeeipta  from  Oregon  were  $195.79,  and  from  Washington  $123.45.  The 
Society  eommisaianed  four,  the  same  number  as  last  year,  for  Oregon,  and  Jive,  an 
increase  of  one,  for  Washington.  Dr.  Atkinson,  besides  his  general  oversight  of 
the  field,  has  in  person  supplied,  more  or  less  frequently,  eleven  stations.  Each  of 
the  other  brethren  has  given  such  time  as  he  could  spare  to  outlying  settlements. 
In  this  way  many  of  them  have  been  more  or  less  regularly  provided  with  gospel 
ordinances  through  this  Society's  aid.  Some  have  been  ready  to  ask  the 
question,  **  What  are  these  among  so  many  ?  Why  continue  the  work  at  all  on 
that  far  off  rim  of  the  Republic,  unless  it  can  be  prosecuted  with  more  vigor  ?  " 
The  answer  is  plain:  Our  whole  work  of  Home  Missions  is  one  of  proportions. 
To  allot  to  each  division  its  just  share  of  the  men  and  money  at  command,  is  the 
problem  constantly  before  the  Executive  Committee.  Were  the  liberality  of  the 
churches  equal  to  the  task,  they  would  gladly  undertake  to  place  men  in  every 
State  and  Territory  of  the  land.  But  since  that  cannot  yet  be,  the  hard  task 
devolves  upon  them  of  wisely  apportioning  the  Society's  resources,  with  regard 
not  only  to  the  needs,  but  also  to  the  promise  of  each  section.  Obviously,  the 
money  and  the  men  should  be  placed  where  they  will  do  the  most  good.  And  so 
far,  with  equal  need,  the  preponderance  of  promise  of  speedy  and  permanent 
results  has  been  with  other  regions,  settled  more  largely  by  those  acquainted  with 
and  desiring  churches  of  our  faith  and  polity.  To  such  places  young  men  natu- 
rally feel  drawn,  when  planning  their  lifers  work.  So  it  has  come  about  that, 
though  the  Society  has  been  represented  in  Oregon  for  thirty  years,  in  no  year  has 
it  there  aided  more  than  eight  men. 

With  praiseworthy  zeal  and  self-denial,  these  few  are  holding  the  position, 
awaiting  the  time,  which  some  of  them  think  is  near,  when  increased  facilities  of 
communication  shall  make  known  the  attractions  of  that  vast  region,  and  draw 
thither  thousands  of  the  young,  thrifty,  and  enterprising,  from  the  ancient  seats  of 
our  Pilgrim  instttntions.  When  the  churches  shsJl  supply  the  means,  young  men 
will  fflBdlj  offer  tfasniselves,  and  the  Society  will  tejoice  to  viesiA  X>M!Ec^\MKrm% 
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from  the  Atlantic  coast  to  the  Pacific  those  ideas,  institutions,  ordinances,  that  our 
Father  has  given  to  be  the  heritage  of  all  his  children,  and  which  open  fountains 
of  material  and  spiritual  blessing  whithersoever  they  go. 

OTHER  STATES  AND  TERRITORIES. 

In  Dakota,  within  the  year,  the  Society  has  had  ten  munonaries,  a  gain  of  one 
over  the  previous  year.  Despite  the  grassliopper  ravages,  the  churches  and  their 
pastors  have  done  nobly,  and  are  fuller  of  hope  and  good  cheer  than  ever.  One 
of  this  little  band  has  fallen  at  his  post,  called  of  the  great  Leader  to  go  up 
higher.  His  brief  work,  well  done,  is  a  lasting  memorial  of  his  faithfulness. 
The  most  striking  feature  of  the  year's  work  in  Dakota,  is  the  opening,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1876,  of  the  Black  Hills  Mission,  with  headquarters  at  Deadwood,  under  the 
care  of  Kev.  Lanson  P.  Norcboss,  late  of  Colorado.  His  task  has  been  an  arda- 
ous  one,  involving  much  self-denial,  but  the  beginning  has  been  unexpectedly  suo- 
cessfuL  He  has  already  organized  the  only  church  in  "  the  Hills,''  and  it  is  just 
getting  into  a  suitable  place  of  worship.  The  missionary  now  feels  that  he  is  s 
fixture  in  that  strange,  ever-changing  population,  on  whose  salvation  his  heart  is 
set.  We  invoke  for  him  and  his  work  the  prayers  and  help  of  the  friends  of  the 
cause. 

In  Colorado  six  have  been  sustained,  a  decrease  of  two,  owing  to  the  severity  of 
*'  the  times  "  in  that  new  State,  the  emptiness  of  the  treasury,  and  the  difiiculty  of 
securing  men  adapted  to  that  peculiar  field.  The  General  Missionary,  Rev.  F.  R 
Perkins,  has  been  compelled,  by  ill-health,  to  leave  for  the  more  genial  climate 
of  California.  He  did  admirable  service  while  in  Colorado,  and  the  hope  is 
warmly  cherished  that  it  may  be  resumed  at  no  distant  day. 

The  hope  expressed  in  the  last  Report,  of  re-enforcing  the  solitary  worker  in 
Utah,  has  been  realized,  in  the  sending  of  Rev.  A.  W.  Safford,  formerly  of  Kansas, 
to  Ogden.     He  began  his  work  at  that  important  point  in  August,  1876;  and 
though  his  services  were  interrupted  for  a  time,  by  the  prevalence  of  small-pox 
among  the  people,  and  has  been  pushed  against  many  obstacles,  he  is  cheerfully 
and  steadfastly  holding  the  ground,  hoping  soon  to  secure  the  means  of  building 
a  house  of  worship.    He  is  very  desirous,  also,  to  establish  a  school.     It  is  greatly 
needed ;  hardly  in  any  other  way  could  he  more  strengthen  his  hold  on  the  people^ 
and  increase,  manifold,  his  power  for  good. 

In  Wyoming  and  Nevada  the  Society  has  one  laborer  for  each ;  one  in  th^ 
Indian  Territory,  in  Texas  two,  in  Virginia  one,  in  West  Virginia  two,  in  Tennes-^ 
see  one — these  remaining  as  last  year. 

No  enlargement  of  the  work  has  been  practicable  in  the  newest  and  least  settled 
Territories,  or  in  the  South,  in  both  of  which  sections  the  expense  of  the  misssion^ — 
aries'  support  must,  for  a  considerable  time,  fall  almost  wholly  on  the  Society^ 
Yet  the  Society  is  American  in  its  aims  and  efforts,  as  well  as  in  name.  No  pari^ 
of  the  land  is  beyond  the  scope  of  its  plans,  and  it  waits  but  the  return  of  material- 
prosperity  and  the  supply  of  its  treasury  to  enter  every  door  that  our  Lord  shall  noC^ 
shut  against  it  Nor  will  it  rest  in  its  call  upon  the  churches  for  their  prayers  an(^ 
gifts,  until  the  whole  land  shall  be  Immanuel's. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  closing  this  review,  the  Executive  Committee  congratulate  the  friends  of  th^ 
Society  that  this  opening  year  of  its  second  half-century  has  been  signalized  b^ 
such  evident  tokens  of  the  divine  favor.  In  the  midst  of  financial  distress  such  a^ 
this  nation  has  rarely  if  ever  before  experienced,  and  while  all  branches  of  secular 
enterprise  have  been  suffering  extreme  depression,  this  Institution  has  been  able  tc7 
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increase  the  number  of  its  laborers,  and  has  devoted  a  larger  amount  to  their  main- 
tenance than  in  any  preyious  year.  But  our  rejoicings  are  tempered  with  sadness 
as  we  lift  up  our  eyes  and  look  upon  the  fields  white  already  to  harvest,  which  no 
messenger  of  ours  has  yet  reached.  Our  unfinished  work  rises  before  us  in  its 
overwhelming  vastness ;  its  claims  press  upon  us  with  ever  increasing  weight. 

While,  therefore,  we  offer  our  thanksgivings  to  God  for  what  he  has  enabled  us 
to  accomplish,  we  would  not  forget  that  the  progress  of  our  work  is  not  commen- 
surate with  the  enlargement  of  the  field  that  demands  our  culture.     In  some  sec- 
tions of  the  country  considerable  advance  has  been  made.    The  outlays  of  the  Con- 
gregational churches  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  for  missionary  service  with- 
in their  own  borders,  have  doubled  in  the  last  ten  years.    In  some  parts  of  the 
IGssissippi  Valley  there  has  been  equal  and  even  greater  progress.    But  in  many 
of  the  remoter  States  and  Territories,  the  work  of  the  Society  has  had  no  enlarge- 
ment during  this  period ;  in  others  it  is  only  at  its  beginning ;  in  others  still  it  is 
not  begun.    Meanwhile,  the  mighty  army  of  emigration,  though  now  retarded  by 
the  financial  disasters  that  have  fallen  upon  the  country,  has  never  paused  for  a 
moment  in  its  westward  march.     In  each  of  these  ten  years,  hundreds  of  thousands 
have  turned  their  faces  toward  the  setting  sun  and  sought  new  homes  in  the 
wilderness.     They  have  swarmed  along  the  banks  of  the  upper  Mississippi  and  its 
tributaries.    Their  cabins  dot  the  prairies  of  Kansas,  Nebraska  and  Dakota.     They 
are  turning  up  to  the  light  and  air  of  freedom  the  slave-cursed  soil  of  Texas. 
They  are  delving  in  the  mines  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  the  Sierra  Nevada,  and  the 
lesser  ranges  that  lie  between.    They  are  converting  the  great  plains  of  California 
into  gardens  of  beauty  and  fruitfulness.    They  are  felling  the  forests  that  shade 
the  waters  of  the  Columbia  and  Puget  Sound.     They  are  rearing  towns,  cities, 
States — A  MIGHTY  EMPtiiE — ou  our  western  border.    But  what  is  to  be  its  charac- 
ter and  destiny  ? — By  what  forces  will  it  be  controlled  ?    What  influence  will  send 
it  back  over  these  Eastern  States,  and  forward  over  the  islands  of  the  Pacific  and 
the  dark  continent  beyond  t 

These  are  the  foremost  questions  that  now  confront  the  churches  sustaining  this 
Institution ;  and  they  demand  a  speedy  answer.  These  churches  have  been  quick 
to  see  and  prompt  to  meet  the  providential  emergencies  which  have  hitherto  arisen 
in  the  progress  of  this  enterprise.  Their  messengers  have  been  in  the  front  rank 
of  the  evangelizing  forces  that  have  claimed  our  new  settlements  for  Christ,  and 
the  trophies  of  their  success  cover  all  the  fields  of  confiict  from  Plymouth  Rock  to 
the  Gk>lden  Qnte,  Let  them  not  be  found  wanting  now.  While  they  lift  up  and 
hold  up  the  standard  of  their  faith  among  the  hills  of  New  England,  and  in  the 
Great  Central  Valley,  let  them  make  haste  to  bear  it  onward  to  every  distant  prai- 
^^  ftud  mountain,  and  cafion,  and  verdant  slope  of  our  Western  Empire,  till  the 
promise  shall  be  fulfilled :  ^*  His  dominion  shall  be  fbom  sea  bven  to  ssa.^' 

In  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee : 

David  B.  Cob, 
Albx*b  H.  Clapp, 
Hbnbt  M.  Stobbs, 
Secretaries  for  Correspondence,  • 
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THE  TREASURY. 

Thb  receipts  in  May  were  sometliing 
over  $15,000 — almost  exactly  the  aver- 
age of  that  month  in  the  five  years  pre- 
ceding. About  half  of  the  amount  came 
from  legacies  paid  in  early  in  the  month. 
This  went  instantly  on  its  way  to  breth- 
ren who  were  watching  the  mails  for  its 
coming.  Since  then,  for  each  draft  sent 
out,  the  incoming  mails  have  brought 
from  five  to  ten  reports  calling  for  money. 
These  calls,  amounting  to  more  than 
'$10,000,  can  be  met  only  from  the  cur- 
rent receipts,  for  we  entered  on  the  new 
financial  year  with  no  surplus. 

Few  of  the  contributing  churches  take 
their  collections  at  this  season.  Will 
such  as  do  find  this  a  favorable  time 
remember  that  this  cause  is  now  in  sp&- 
eialneedf 

There  are  wealthy  Christian  men  well 
lible,  even  in  these  bard  times,  to  contri- 
bute far  more  than  they  have  done  this 
year  for  Home  Missions.  Some  of  them 
are  busily  planning  a  costly  summer 
vacation.  The  thought  that  some  toiling 
missionary  at  the  front  is  wanting  life's 
common  comforts,  through  his  brethren's 
indifference — will  it  not  open  a  wide, 
cold  space  between  these  men's  hearts 
hnd  their  Master's,  without  whose  smile 
there  is  no  joy  either  in  work  or  rest  ? 
We  suggest  that  these  stewards  of  their 
Lord's  treasure  at  once  send  a  generous 
offering  to  his  Home  Missionary  Treas- 
ury, and  see  if  it  will  not  double  the 
pleasure  and  profit  of  the  yearly  rest 

But  in  these  summer  months  we  have 
to  rely  mainly  upon  executors  and  others, 
in  charge  of  funds  left  to  the  Society  by 
friends  now  deceased.  To  these  let  us 
say  that  where  it  is  possible  for  them  to 
hasten  a  settlement,  or  to  remit  a  part 
of  the  forthcoming  legacy,  they  will  so 
render  us  a  favor  peculiarly  acceptable 
just  now.  Did  not  your  friend  and  ours 
lay  up  and  bequeath  the  money  for  such 
a  time  as  this  ? 


A  HAPPY  SUFFERER. 

[Thb  following  letter  to  the  Tzeasam, 
covering  a  donation  in  aid  of  the  cause,  has 
points  of  such  affecting  interest  that  we 
believe  our  readers  will  thank  ns  lot 
sharing  it  with  them.] 

"Inclosed  please  find dollan; 

one-half  for  the  lady  mentioned  by 
*Cinereu8'  on  page  6th  of  7%«  Hmt 
Mi$nonary  for  May — to  read  it  wis 
good  for  soul  and  body — and  the  other 
half  for . 

"  ....  I  have  been  an  invalid  for  a 
score  of  years,  and  can  say,  with  the 
sainted  Payson,  If  God  had  told  me 
some  time  ago  that  he  was  about  to 
make  me  as  happy  as  I  could  be  in  this 
world,  and  then  told  me  he  should  be- 
gin by  crippling  me  in  all  my  limbs,  and 
removing  me  from  my  usual  sources  of 
enjoyment,  I  should  have  thought  it  a 
very  strange  mode  of  accomplishing  this 
purpose.  And  yet  how  is  his  wisdom 
manifested  in  all  this.  If  I  could,  I 
would  like  to  tell  you  of  my  sufferings, 
but  words  cannot  express  it,  and  my 
hand  is  so  swollen  and  stiff  that  I  write 
painfully,  and  only  with  a  large  pencfl. 
I  have  not  done  as  much  as  one  day's 
labor  in  twenty  years,  yet  I  can  say 
with  Paul,  *  These  light  afflictions  .... 
work  out  for  me  an  exceeding  weight  of 
glory.'  .... 

"  Many  years  ago  I  called  at  a  hoiue 
about  *New  Year's,'  and  on  leaving 
gave  a  young  miss  a  five- dollar  gold 
piece.  The  fact  had  entirely  escaped 
my  memory,  when  in  Decem1>er,  near 
New  Year's,  I  received  a  letter  from  this 
lady  inclosing  her  check  for  one  hun- 
dred dollars.  She  reminded  me  of  my 
gift,  and  said  she  had  never  forgotten 
Hhe  bright,  shining  gold  piece,'  nor  the 
good  it  had  done  her.  It  seems  that  her 
mother  died  a  short  time  after  the  gift,* 
and  it  was  used  in  defraying  the  ex* 
penses  of  her  buriaL  The  lady  wrote 
that  she  had  married ;  that  her  husbavd 


THB  HOHB  KIBBIOirABT. 


7T 


lance  and  to  spare ;  that  she 
Eisant  home,  with  every  com- 
conld  wish;  and  that  if  the 
ollars  gave  me  as  much  com- 
s^ave  her  and  her  husband  in 
f,  I  would  enjoy  it  hugely. 
[f  professing  Christians  whose 
proves  their  *  little  faith' 
lieve  Gk>d's  word  that  it  is 
aed  to  give  than  to  receive — 
ey  cast  their  bread  upon  the 
ey  shall  find  it  after  many 
it  would  open  their  close-shut 
do  more  for  the  cause  of 
suffering  humanity ! 

A.C." 


A  CHURCH  BEGAN. 

r  preaching,  on  Sabbath  after- 
ear  ago,  at  Ironville,  a  suburb 
it  400  inhabitants,  gathered 
ast- furnace,  three  miles  below 
lo,  on  the  river  bank.  There 
spasmodic  attempts  to  keep  up 
ere  for  years,  but  at  that  time 
been  no  preaching  for  nearly 
IS.  There  was  no  place  of 
except  one  of  the  shanties 
to  the  Company,  perhaps 
;  square,  seated  with  backless 
nd  occupied  by  the  8unday- 
lich  was  faithfully  kept  up. 
B  services  began,  a  movement 
I  foot  to  ))uiid  a  chapeL  My 
IS  to  make  it  neither  denomi- 
lor  union,  but  to  keep  it  the 
>f  the  Sunday-schooL  It  is 
lished,  but  was  fit  to  be  used 
w  Year's;  size,  22x32  feet, 
,  pleasant,  and  comfortable. 
It  by  contract  for  $425.  In 
)  their  call^  I  began  eveDing 
ibout  the  middle  of  February, 
to  continue  about  two  weeks ; 
leetings  have  not  yet  closed, 
lance  was  good  from  the  first, 
(h  some  of  the  severest  Karch 
ver  known.  The  building, 
s  intended  to  acooaunodate 
re  to  one  hondred,  kia  lerefml 
I  two  Jumdred  m  il^  maaj  of 


them  sitting  on  pine  planks  from  half- 
past  seven  till  after  ten  o^clock.    In  the 
second  week,  people  began  to  come  out 
as  Christians.     Nobody  was  asked  to 
rise  for  prayers,  but  to  rise  if  they  had 
made  up  their  minds  from  that  hour  to 
serve  Gk>d.  In  answer  to  that  call,  about 
fifty  of   all  ages  have  risen — some  of 
them  backsliders,  but  the  larger  part 
taking    the  stand  for  the   first   time. 
Very  valuable  service  was  rendered  for 
over  two  weeks  by  Rev.  Robert  Quaife, 
of  Elroy,  Wis.,  the  first  minister  of  this 
church.    Providentially  called  here,  he 
stayed  to  help  me,  at  inconvenience  and 
pecuniary  loss  to  him^ell    His  methods 
of  work  are  prudent  and  effective,  and 
he  is  successful  in  bringing  men  to  a 
decision.    A  little  over  two  weeks  ago, 
the  question  came,  *'  What  shall  we  do 
with  these  people  ? "    Up  to  that  time 
no  word  had  been  said  about  church 
relationship ;  but  then  the  people  began 
to   talk  about   it      As  they  were   of 
various  denominations,  I  suggested  a 
Union  church,  but  found  to  my  surprise 
that  there  was  a  unanimous  desire  for  a 
Congregational  organization.     Further 
thought,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  most  of  the  people  work  in  the  fur- 
nace— likely  soon  to  shut  down — satisfied 
all  that  it  was  best  to  organize  as  the 
Ironville  Branch  of  the  East  Toledo 
Church,  holding  their  membership  with 
us,  but  meeting  for  wonhip  there.    So, 
on  last  Sabbath  afternoon,  we  received 
twenty-two — fourteen  heads  of  families, 
seven  men  and  their  wives,  all  but  three 
on  profession  of  faith.    Some  had  been 
Methodists,  but  had  lost  membenbap; 
some  were  backsliders ;  some  had  been 
slaves  of  strong  drink ;  some  had  been 
swearers  and  sneerers,  but  all  are  now 
happy  in  doing  God*s  will,  and  Iron- 
ville is  a  very  different  place  from  what 
it  ever  was  before.    There  are  shining 
faces  there.     Others  still  are  de^ly  fn- 
tmsted,  and  more  of  the  yoong  people 
will  probably  coma  into  the  chnrdiu 

I  do  not  expect  any  great  Itnanriil 
bdp  from  the '*  Brandi,*'  for  thej  an 
nuMtlj  hard-working  men;  Uot  it  k  n 
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rare  privilege  to  preach  to  them  and  to 
talk  with  them. 

J.  G.  Frazeb. 

I  Bar  Toubdo,  O. 


IT   BEARS  FRUIT. 

Thibty  years  ago,  on  the  edge  of 
Blake's  Prairie,  in  Wisconsin,  was  or- 
ganized a  little  chorch  of  fourteen  mem- 
bers. Out  of  regard  to  the  strong 
preference  of  one  of  the  members,  it 
adopted  the  Presbyteiian  polity,  but 
soon  after  became  CongregationaL  At 
first  its  place  of  meeting  was  a  private 
house,  then  a  bam,  then  a  school-house. 
One  of  its  first  pastors — a  young  man 
from  Boston,  bringing  with  him  a  Bos- 
ton lady  as  his  wife — took  up  his  abode 
in  a  com- bam,  which  served  for  a  par- 
sonage several  months.  Seventy-five 
dollars  was  the  amount  of  salary  pledged 
him  by  the  people.  For  ten  years  the 
church  had  up  certain  dwelling-place. 
At  length  a  site  was  fixed  upon,  and  a 
house  of  worship  erected,  costing  $1,- 
400,  a  part  of  which  came  from  the 
"Albany  Fund."  Here  the  people  for 
miles  around  assembled,  and  here  too 
was  the  burial-place  for  their  dead.  The 
spot  became  dear  by  reason  of  the  sacred 
memories  that  clustered  there. 

In  the  meantime  a  little  village  springs 
up  in  a  valley  near  two  miles  away. 
The  prairie,  stretching  for  miles  to  the 
south  and  west,  near  to  the  **  Father  of 
Waters,"  becomes  settled  with  farmers 
who  are  unreached  by  the  gospel.  What 
is  to  be  done  ?  There  is  a  demand  for  a 
house  of  worship  in  the  village,  and  also 
for  one  farther  out  on  the  prairie.  It  is 
hard  to  think  of  giving  up  the  old 
house,  yet  neither  the  village  nor  the 
prairie  can  be  reached  from  the  present 
location.  The  church  is  comparatively 
poor,  having  barely  reached  self-sup- 
port. 

The  Superintendent  of  Missions  says : 
"  If  you  will  try  to  meet  the  demand  by 
building  a  new  house  in  the  village  and 
moving  your  old  house  farther  out  on 
the  prairie,  we  will  help  you."    After 


much  deliberation  and  prayer,  they  tt- 
solved  to  do  it    It  was  no  small  trial  to 
leave  the  old  spot,  made  sacred  by  90 
many  tender  associations.     There  they 
had  sung  and  prayed,  and  rejoiced  to- 
gether over  many  new-bom  souls.  There, 
too,   they  had  wept  together,  as  the^ 
gazed  for  the  last  time  upon  the  forms  ot 
loved  ones  about  to  be  buried  out  a^ 
their  sight.     But  the  interests  of  Zi9l^ 
demand  that  the  change  be  made,  and 
so  they  go  about  it.     In  the  village  aH 
old  academy  building  is  purchased  anci- 
tumed  into  a  very  neat,  pleasant  chapel^ 
while  the  old  church  is  taken  down  ancS 
moved  out  on  the  prairie,  five  miles  away. 
So  the  one  church  comes  to  have  twc? 
houses  of  worship,  and  two  congrega- 
tions, under  the    care  of    one    pastor* 
Four  years  have  passed.     The  congrega- 
tions have  grown,  the  debts  are  paid,  and 
the  church  is  again  self-supporting.    The 
thirtieth  anniversary  is  observed.    But 
one  of  the  original  fourteen  is  present. 
Papers  are  read,  reviewing  thb  past  and 
looking  forward  into  the  future.    Eight 
pastors  have  served  the  church.     The 
longest  pastorate  was  nine  yearn.    About 
270  have  been  gathered  into  the  church, 
of  whom  166  united  on  profession  of  their 
faith.    Four  young  men  have  entered 
the  gospel  ministry.     During  the  last 
ten  years,  $2,155  have  been  given  to  the 
cause  of  missions,  and  nearly   $10,000 
have  been  expended  for  home  purposes. 
The  church  now  maintains  four  prayer- 
meetings  in  different  localities,  and  five 
Sunday-schools.     Surely  the  organizing 
of  that  little  Christian  band,  thirty  years 
ago,  was  not  in  vain.      Blessed  frmts 
have  come  from  that  vine — another  of 
the  rich  clusters  borne  by  the  Home 
Missionary  tree. 

H.  A.  M. 

WXflOONSZV. 


HAS  SEEN  IT  ALSO. 
*'  I  HAVE  just  read  that  article  in  the 
June  number,  on  '  Boom  Lower  Down,' 
and  wish  to  thank  you  for  it  It  is  a 
tmth  to  which  more  attention  should  be 
called.    There  are  certainly  everywhere 
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fields  enongh  for  one  who  is  willing  to 
be  all  things  to  all  men — to'  save  some. 
Then  are  plenty  of  small,  weak,  discour- 
S£^ed  charches,  and  handfuls  of  God's 
diildien  who  need  to  be  fed  and  bnilt  up, 
uidl  who  would  thankfully  receive  any 
good,  earnest,  Christian- spirited  man 
vHo  would  come  and  be  their  pastor. 
1^  there  were  to  be  found  for  such  fields 
nieii  without  a  worldly  ambition,  who, 
like  Paul,  know  how  to  be  abased  and 
how  to  abound,  they  would  find  in  them 
^  precious  work,  and  not  seldom  a  large 


work,  as  large  as  (they  could  do.  One 
trouble  is,  men  go  to  such  a  field,  if  at 
all,  only  for  a  few  trials  as  '  supply,'  or 
engage  with  them  only  till  they  can  get 
a  larger  and  better  place.  In*  truth,  the 
whole  world  lies  around  any  *  four  cor- 
ners,' and  if  a  man  has  a  mind  to  work, 
there  is  a  large  enough  work  anywhere. 
There  are  mission  fields  and  there  is  room 
for  the  ex^cise  of  missionary  zeal  and 

faith,   within  the  bounds  of  E or 

any  other  Association.  W.  G.  D." 

^izxuoxs. 


#tty  €0'0iftxintiv0  S^0tUtU$. 


AflMfican  Congregational  Union. 

Rev.  Rat  Palmek,  D.D.,  Seo.,  69  Bible 

House,  New  York. 
Rbv.  Obristophkr  Cushing,  D.D.,  Sec., 

20  Congregational  House,  Boston. 
N.  A.  Caijohb,  Treas.,  69  Bible  House, 

New  York. 

Eablt  Hblp. — In  the  work  of  church 
erection  we  are  often  told  that  a  little 
help  at  the  start  is  of  much  greater  value 
than  the-aame  amount  at  the  close  of  the 
enterprise.  In  the  purchase  of  materials 
for  building  there  is  a  great  advantage 
in  having  the  means  of  making  cash 
purchases.  For  the  want  of  such  means 
a  feeble  church  on  the  frontier  is  some- 
times obliged  to  pay  a  high  price  for 
materials  bought  on  time,  or  a  high  rate 
of  mtereston  money  with  which  to  make 
the  purchase.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
American  Congr^ational  Union  does 
not  famish  money  to  charches  to  be  used 
in  starting  building  enterprises.  Their 
rule  is  to  grant  money  for  the  payment 
of  "  the  last  bills."  Thus  when  the  house 
is  dedicated  it  is  the  Lord's  house,  with 
no  human  encumbranoe. 

It  is  sometimes  made  an  objection  to 
the  work  of  tiie  Union  that  the  help  is 
not  famished  when  it  is  most  needed, 
nor  when  it  will  be  most  effectual.  This 
is  a  plaolble  objection.    Bat  it  should 


be  remembered  that  the  object  of  the 
Union  is  to  secure  to  the  churches  their 
houses  of  worship  free  of  debt  If  the 
aid  be  given  at  the  outset,  it  does,  indeed, 
afford  some  peculiar  advantages,  but  it 
involves  a  liability  to  utter  loss.  It  may 
embolden  the  church  to  go  forward  and 
incur  expenses  which  it  will  find  itself 
ultimately  unable  to  meet.  Thus  what 
the  Union  has  given,  and  indeed  all  that 
the  struggling  church  has  done,  may  be 
put  in  jeopardy.  The  Union  has  in 
charge  trust  funds,  and  it  is  not  at  liberty 
to  administer  its  trust  in  such  a  way  as 
to  involve  such  liabilities.  But  the  ques- 
tion may  arise,  is  there  no  way  to  obviate 
this  difiSculty?  Cannot  some  help  be 
furnished  at  the  commencement  of  the 
enterprise  in  a  way  not  to  involve  any 
great  risk,  or  any  special  exposure  to 
ultimate  failure?  We  answer  in  the 
afiSrmatiye.  A  partial  relief  is  furnished 
in  what  the  Union  designates  *' special 
grants." 

Special  Grants. — What  are  these? 
How  do  they  afford  early  help?  The 
Trustees  of  the  Union  have  voted  that 
''churches  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood "  and  "  personal  friends  "  may  be 
appealed  to  for  assistance,  and  that  thus 
not  only  may  early  help  be  obtained^  b>w^ 
wherever  it  ia  Tkeceeaarj  \.\i<&  «xGLO\mX.  HSgl^qs^ 
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gained  may  be  additional  to  the  regnlar 
grant  of  the  Union  for  the  payment  of 
last  bills.  This  amount  must,  however, 
pass  through  the  treasury  of  the  Union, 
or  at  least  a  receipt  for  it  must  be  given 
to  the  Union,  and  security  be  given 
through  the  Union  that  it  shall  not  be 
alienated  from  the  object  to  which  it 
was  devoted.  Thus  provision  is  made 
not  only  for  early  help,  when  that  is 
needed,  but  also  for  extra  help ;  that  is, 
an  amount  in  excess  of  the  regular  grant 
of  the  Union,  whenever  that  is  necessary. 

This  beneficent  provision  in  the  form 
of  Special  Grants,  not  being  fully  under- 
stood by  some  persons,  has  been  the 
occasion  of  an  invidious  representation 
as  to  the  special  receipts  of  the  Union. 
These  receipts  are  as  true  and  legitimate 
receipts  of  .the  Union  as  though  they 
were  not  designated  **  special."  The  re- 
sponsiblity  of  the  appropriation  rests 
with  the  donors ;  and  that  is  all  that  the 
word  special  means.  This  responsibility 
is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  donors,  or 
left  with  them,  because  they,  as  immedi- 
ate neighbors,  are  the  best  judges  as  to 
the  safety  of  giving  money  to  an  enter- 
prise at  the  outset  and  because,  deciding 
the  matter  themselves,  they  cannot  charge 
the  Union  with  abuse  of  trust  should  the 
enterprise  in  question  prove  a  failure. 
Sometimes  these  special  receipts  are  col- 
lected by  the  Secretaries  of  the  Union. 
In  what  manner  soever  they  are  collect- 
ed, they  are  the  legitimate  receipts  of 
the  Union,  and  any  representation  that 
they  are  not  so  is  based  on  a  misappre- 
hension of  the  rules  and  operations  of 
the  Union. 

To  meet  the  exigencies  of  special  cases, 
the  Union  needs  an  increase  of  its  special 
receipta.  To  meet  the  demands  of  its 
great  work,  it  needs  also  a  vast  augmen- 
tation of  its  unappropriated  receipts. 


Amtrlcan  College  and   Bdnoatkm  So- 
ciety, • 

Rbt.  Incrbabb  N.  Tabboz,  D.D.,  Sec 
Jambs  H.  Gobjx>k,  Esq*,  Treas. 
Office^  Na  82  Cong.  Home,  Boston. 


Money  may  be  sent  either  to  the  Treas- 
urer, in  Boston ;  or  to  Rev.  Chablbs 
P.  Bush,  D.D.,  89  Bible  House,  New 
York. 

The  Society's  year,  ending  April  80, 
1877,  has  been  one  of  general  finandal 
embarrassment  throughout  the  land,  and 
the  benevolent  Societies  have  suffered,  to 
a  greater  or  less  extent,  in  consequence. 
Our  receipts  haye  been  diminished ;  yet, 
in  the  sum  total,  they  more  nearly  cor- 
respond with  those  of  the  previous  year 
than  might  have  been  anticipated.    Our 
receipts    for  the    past    year,   from    all 
sources,    have    been    $57,985.50.      But 
about  $84,000  of  this  sum  was  desig- 
nated   for    colleges,    leaving    between 
$28,000  and  $24,000  for  all  other  pur- 
poses.    We  began  the  year  with  a  de- 
ficit of  $2,663.01,  so  that  we  have  had 
only  about  $21,000  available  funds  for 
the   yoimg  men,   and  to  cover  all  ex- 
penses.   The  young  men  have  received 
a  little  more  than  $16,000,  and  the  bal- 
ance of  about  $5,000  has  gone  for  sal- 
aries, rent,  etc.    The  young  men  in  our 
colleges  and  theological  schools  have 
been  the  chief  sufferers.    We  have  bad 
a  large  number  on  our  list,  and  have 

beSn  able  to  give  them  only  $50  each, 
during  the   year.    It  is  greatly  to  be 

hoped  that  the  churches  will  not  suffer 

this  state  of  things  to  continue.     The 

Society  stands  pledged  to  itself  and  tito 

churches,  that  they  will   not   contnct 

anything   beyond  a  merely  temporary 

debt — nothing  which  shall  reacdi  on  to 

be  a  burden  upon  the  future.     But  thf 

Society,  as  the  agent  of  the  churchea,  is 

under  a  kind  of  obligation  to  the  young 

men  on  its  list,  and  it  is  ^oeedingly 

trying  to  them  and  to  the  Directors  to  be 

obliged  to  cut  short  their  plans  and 

expectations. 

Of  the  money  g^yen  to  colleges,  the 
largest  part  has  fallen  to  Drury  College^ 
Springfield,  Missouri 

The  number  of  new  applicants  ac- 
cepted and  plaoed  on  our  list  daring  tiie 
past  year  is  one  hundred  andtnod^e.  To 
show  the  wide  field  from  whieh  tfaeee 
men  are  gathered,  and  eflpedaUjr  to  indi- 
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cate  the  rapid  growth  of  our  work  in 
the  Western  parts  of  our  country,  we 
give  the  States  and  countries  from  which 
these  young  men  come : 

ICainc 10    Iowa. 9 

N.H. 4    Mo 8 

Vt 8    Neb 2 

Mass 19    Cal 2 

Conn 6    N.  C 1 

R.1 1    Kan 1 

N.Y 6    Ga. 1 

Penn. 6    Col 1 

b.C. 1    Brit.ProT 10 

Ohio 6    W.I 1 

Mich 1    Turkey 2 

m 7    aAfrica. 1 

Ws. 4  

TotaL 112 

By  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  more 
than  half  the  young  men  aided  come  to 
us  now  from  regions  outside  of  New 
"Rngland, 


Tlie  gradual  increase  in  the  number  of 
young  men  on  our  list  will  be  clearly 
shown  by  the  following  table,  which 
reaches  back  to  the  year  of  the  close  of 
the  war.    For  the  year  ending  April  80, 

1865,  the  number  aided  was  200 

1866,  "  "  253 

1867,  "  "  298 

1868,  "  "  838 

1869,  «•  "  851 

1870,  "  «*  854 

1871,  "  "  838 

1872,  "  "  861 
1878,             "              "  861 

1874,  '•  «•  887 

1875,  "  "  418 

1876,  "  "  418 

1877,  "  "  410 

The  past  year  shows  no  gain  oyer  the 
two  previous  years,  but  the  object  of  the 
table  more  particularly  is  to  show  the 
gain  since  the  close  of  the  war. 
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Moi  in  eomnUatUm.  kut  wear. 

Ber.  Samnel  F.  Bmenon.  to  go\o  Nebraska. 
Abt.  Danirt  J.  Joae^  DeWltt  and  Western,  Keb. 
B0r.  Duniel  H.  Moore,  BeaTer  Crooiing,  Neb. 
Rev.  John  W.  Richardi^m,  Yatoe  Center,  Yerdigris 

Falla,  liadiran  and  MoOormick,  Kan.  * 

S«T.  Alfred  T.  Waterman,  Ft.  Bcntt,  Kan. 
Ber.  Dennia  OoodeeU,  Lac  Qni  Parle,  Minn. 
Bar.  Xdmond  C.  IngaUs,  Benson,  Minn. 
Bat.    George   8.   Fslton,  OljndoD,   Andnbon   and 

Detroit,  Minn. 
Berr.  Marmadnke  Aroher,  Qenoa  BInflB,  Iowa. 
Berr.  Geotite  0.  Lochridge,  Oenter  Point  and  Troy^s 

MUK  Iowa. 
Berr.  Dwight  P.  Breede,  Oxford  and  Orion,  Hlch. 
Bar.  Frederick  W.  Bosh,  Alamo,  Mich. 
Ber.  Jonathan  T.  Otia,  Sheridan,  Mich. 
Ber.  Charlea  H.  Beaver,  WhltehaD,  Mich. 
BsT.  Charles  L.  Mitchell,  SedaUa,  Mo. 
BsT.  P.  B.  Weat,  Olarkabnrg,  Oallfomla,  Sjiaonae 

and  Tidnity,  Ma 
Ber.  Samuel  R,  Boeboro,  Moftat,  Teim. 
Ber.  Newton  H.  Bell,  Bcfaroon  Lake,  N.  Y. 
B«r.  Dana  B.  Bradford,  Bangor,  North  and  Sonth 

Bangor,  N.  Y. 
Burr.  Bdward  Howard,  OMportt  N.  Y. 
B«T.  Ovid  Miner.  Benooa  FnlUt  N.  Y. 
Ber.  Lewis  WUUama,  Port  Lejden,  N.  Y. 

Hfi  cotiuntutofttJu 

Ber.  Howard  W.  Stratton,  Altaanj.  Or. 

Ber.  John  W.  Brier.  Jr.,  Bnisnn  City,  CaL 

Ber.  Micah  B.  CroeweU,  Sonoma,  OaL 

Ber.  Robert  Kirk,  Springfield  and   Bon   Homme, 

Dakota. 
RcT.  Henry  Batea,  TlyiiKmfli,  N<^ 
Ber.  Benben  Oaylocd,  Fontenelle,  Niokeraon  and 

ricfnity.  Neb. 
B«r.  WilHam  8.  BUb.  Baal^y,  Hendenon,  Waddell^s 

Aod  Wootman^a.  Neb. 

7.  taUh,  JvBliite  and  Hani  Dell, 


Ber.  Charles  J.  Adams,  White  Clond,  Miner  aohoii* 

house  and  vicinity,  Kan. 
Rev.  J.  MillH  Ashley,  Ru-well  and  Hays  City,  Kan. 
Rev.  Inaac  Jncobus.  Jnnction  City,  Kan. 
Rev.  John  Phillips,  Neosho  Falls  and  Geneva,  Kasi. 
Rev.  John  B.  Schlichter,  North  Fork,  Allegan,  Reno 

Co.  and  out-station;*,  Kan. 
Rev.  John  A.  Woodburn,  Capioma,  Plum  Creek,  Bo- 
ther and  Ontario,  Kan. 
Rev.  George  A.  Hood,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Rov.  Levi  Loring,  Waaeoa  and  Woodville,  Minn. 
Rev.    Philip   Peregrine,    Blaenavon   and    Saratoga 

station,  Minn. 
Rev.  Alvah  D.  Roc,  Afton  and  Lakeland,  Minn. 
Rev.  iMae  F.  Tobey,  Brownsdale,  Minn. 
Rev.  James  D.  Todd,  Albert  J.ea,  Minn. 
Rev.  Eldridge  G.  Carpenter,  Golden  Prairie,  Iowa. 
Rov.  T.  T.  Frickstad,  to  go  to  Iowa. 
Rev.  LaRoy  S.  Hand,  Polk  City,  Beaver  and  ont-eta- 

tions,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Henry  Hera,  Ft.  Atkinson  and  New  Hampton, 

Iowa. 
Rev.  Albert  Manson,  Qnaaqneton,  Iowa. 
Rev.  John  A.  Palmer,  Sheldon  and  Prlmghar,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Lovelimd  T.  Rowley,  Salem  and  Hillsboro,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Nathan  H.  Whittleeey,  Creston,  Iowa. 
Rev.  John  B.  Bidweli,  Tomah,  Wis. 
Rev.  George  H.  Cate,  Markesan,  Wis. 
Rev.    Luther   Clapp,    Rochester,    Mnkwonago   and 

W»terford,  Wis. 
Rev.  Hadley  M.  Corsbie,  Soymonr  and  Angelica,  Wli. 
Rev.  John  Faasett,  Hartland,  Wis. 
Rev.  Frederick  Herbrechter,  Stockbridgo,  Wla. 
Rev.  John  B.  Norris,  Hixton,  Wis. 
Rev.  Adam  Pinkerton,  Arena,  Wis. 
Rev.  William  M.  Richards,  Princeton,  Wla. 
Rev.  Piatt  R.  Staples,  Friendship  and  New  Cheater, 

Wis. 
Rev.  Danforth  L.  Eaton,  Lowell,  Mich. 
Rev.  John  N.  Hicks,  Newago  ond  Meringo  Prairio, 

Mich. 
Rev.  Henry   M.    Holiday,  Mlllbrook,    Pine  River^ 

Tate's  and  Morton's,  Mich. 
Ber.  Ward  I.  Hunt,  OolombM  and  Biehmond,  Mldu 
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BeT.  Rlobard  RedeofE.  Roekford,  Micb. 

Rer.  J.  Malcolm  Smith,  Cedar  Springs  Mich, 

Bey.  Robert  J.  Matbewt,  Berier,  Mo. 

Rev.  Samuel  Ollerensbaw,  Jjacledo,  Mo. 

Bev.  Thomas  A.  Wickes,  Hamilton  and  KingsUm,  Mo. 

Ber.  William  B.  BachteU,  Wythe  and  Rockford,  111. 

Bbt.  Oharlee  A.  Towle,  Chica^,  IlL 

Bar.  William  Walcera.  Wyoming  and  Duncan,  III. 

BoT.  John  J.  Weage,  Thawville  and  Roberta,  111. 


Rer.  Sbearjasbnb  Bonnie,  Pateraon,  N.  J. 

Rev.  Frod.  B.  Pullan,  Vineland,  N.  J. 

Rev.  Walter  J.  Ballard,  Black  Creek,  OnmiA  uA 

ont-station,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  James  0.  Oaawell,  North  Java  and  vldsitj, 

N.  Y. 
Rer.  Edward  D.  Kelwy,  AiAiviUe  and  Wdlmiui,  N.  T. 
Rot.  William  T.  Osmnn,  Champion,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  H.  W.  U.  Watklna,  Oaoeola  and  Fk>renoe,  N.  Y. 


e^iipt^  itt  Pag,  187  7. 


#4  48 

100  00 

80  00 

7  00 

66  14 

10  00 


9SS6  63 
4  40 
10  00 
10  00 


HIW  HAMPSHIRB— f2S1.09. 
Received  by  L.  D.  Stevens,  Treaa. 

N.  H.  M.  Boo.  : 
Bristol, 
Concord,    a    Friend,    f0O;    a 

Friend,  $40, 
Exeter,  W.  P.,  flO :  Mies  A.  JL 

Ghadwick.  $10. 
Hillsborough  Bridge, 
Manchester,  First, 
Pelham,  Mrs.  H.  0.  Wyman, 

Deny,  Mrs.  M.  0.  Pilsbnry, 

New  London,  Miss  M.  K.  Tmasell, 

Btewartstown,  Mary  T.  Converse, 

VBBMONT- 1116.80. 
Brandon,  add'l,  by  Rev.  S.  P.  Wilder,  8  15 

Brookfleld,  Mrs.  L.  A.  8.,  by  Bev.  G.  B. 

Tolman,  40 

Chelsea,  Legacy  of  B.  Morton,  by  J.  P. 

Tracy,  Ex.,     •  100  00 

Franklin,  Mrs.  L.  8.  French,  l^  C.  Felton,  60 

Bt.  Albans,  First,  11  25 

MAS8A0HU8BTTS--f8,2S1.74. 
Mass.  Home  Miss.  Boa,  by  C.  Demond, 

Treas.,  S,660  00 

Florence,  by  A.  L.  Wllllsfcon,  118  60 

Lancaster,  On  account  of   Legacy  of  Miss 

8.  Bteama,  by  W.  W.  Wyman,  Bx.,  14  00 

Lenox,   8.  Belden,  to  oonsL  Bvolino  8. 

BeHden  a  L.  M.,  80  00 

New    Marlborough,    Legacy    of    Lorrin 

Bmith,    |2,Q87.39.      Legacy    of     Eliza 

Smith,  $2,086.09,  by  E.  Rhoades,  Ex.,     6,822  88 
Northamjiton,  "W."  100  00 

Plymouth,   Ch.  of  the  Pilgrimage,  by  T. 

Gordon,  66  86 

Btockbridge,  Mrs.  Bally  OUlett,  by  Rev. 

T.  G.  Jerome,  80  00 

RHODE  ISLAND— $50.00. 
Providenoe,  Sabbath-school  of  Beneficent, 
by  C.  H.  Arnold, 

CONNECTICUT— $1,877.78. 
Beceived  by  F.  T.  Jarman : 
Guilford,  First.  $90  00 

New  Haven,  Thlrcl,  46  08 

Bouthbury,  to    const.   O.   A. 
Wheeler  a  L.  M.,  80  00 


60  00 


Berlin,  Second,  by  A.  North, 
Bridgeport,  C.  P.  C, 
Derby,  First,  by  L.  D.  Banford, 
Glastonbury,  First,  by  B.  H.  Andrews, 
Greenwich,  Miss  Sarah  Mead,  $50 ;  Oliver 

Mead,  $90, 
Hadlyme,  by  Ber.  M.  J.  Callan, 
Hartford,  J.  E.  Cone,  to  const  Ella  B.  and 

Clara  M.  Cone  and   W.  B.  C.  Corson 

L.  Ms., 
Windsor  Avenue,  Mrs.  B.  B.  Hlllyer,  by 

M.  D.  Edgerton,  to  const.   Bev.  J.  B. 

Gregg  a  L.  M., 
Higganum,  by  S.  Gladwin, 
Jewett  City,  by  H.  P.  Crosby, 
Kensington,  by  T.  Upeon. 
.Ledyard,  by  C.  Cutting, 
Marlborough,  Legacy  of  Mrs.  Louisa  D. 

B.  Skinner,  by  8.  E.  Williams,  Ex., 
Middletown,  Miss  L.  E.  Birdsey, 
New  Haven,  Fizst,  by  J.  C.  Bitter, 


96  08 
28  12 
10  00 
24  60 
80  96 

70  00 
680 


100  00 


80  00 
10  00 

10  40 
16  00 

11  6U 

60  00 

600 

491  97 


New  London,  tn  full  of   Legacy  of  Mrs. 

Lydia  Learned,  by  E.  Lnamed,  Ex., 
New  Milf  ord.  Ladies'  Mite  Soc.,  by  Mrs.  J. 

B.  Merwin. 
Norwich,  Broadway,  by  8.  B.  Bishop,  to 

const.  S.  B.  Bishop  a  L.  D., 
Second,   by  C.  C.  Coit,  Treas.,  to  oonst. 

Bev.  W.  S.  Palmer  a  L.  D.,  of  which 

$S0  from  C.  M.  Coit  to  const,  himself  a 

I^.  M., 
Sootland,  by  Bev.  A.  A.  Hurd, 
Stratford,   by  Mrs.   Sarah  A.   Talbot,  to 

conitt.  S.  Hojighton  and  Mrs.  Eliza  J. 

Wilcoxson  L.  Ms., 
Unlonville,  First,  by  Rev.  J.  P.  Chamberlln, 
Watertovm,  by  Eli  Curtis, 
West  Haven,  by  W.  H.  Tallmadge, 
Wilton,    mon.  con.,   by  Rev.    S.   J.    M. 

Merwin, 
Windsor   Locks,  Ladled  Soc.,  by  Mrs.  8. 

H.  Allen,  freight, 
Woodbury,  B.  Fabrlqu*, 

NEW  YORK.— $2,815.00. 
Brooklyn,  Sabbath-school  of  Ch.  of  the 

Covenant,  by  Rev.  E.  P.  Thwing, 

Sabbath  school  of  New  England,  by  E.  C. 

Wadsworth,  to  const.  Henry  H.  HaU  a 

L.  M., 
Copenhagen,  by  Rev.  E.  Perkins, 
East  Otto,  by  J.  Dow, 
East  Pharralia,  by  Rev.  J.  Clements, 
Gainesville,  by  Rev.  D.  Henderson, 
LawrencKville,  First,  by  Rev.  T.  H.  Grifilth, 
•Malone,  N.  P.  Sabine, 
Moocrs,  BIrs.  Mary  E.  Churchill, 
Moira,  Dea.  Ira  Spencer,  by  Rev.  T.  H. 

Griffith, 
Munnsville,  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Beokwith, 
New  York  Ci^,  M.  W.  Lyon, 
Bochester.  Plymouth,  by  F.  F.  Finding, 
Summer  Hill,  Legacy  of  A.  Bahney,  by  J. 

P.  Ranney  and  G.  H.  Allen,  Exa., 
West  Farms,  Mrs.  A  Wood, 
Woodhaven,  Woman's  Miss.  Boc.,  by  Mn. 

F.  H.  Corwin, 

NEW  JERSEY— $181.64. 
Bloomfield,  Miss  F.  UlTord, 
Orange,  Second  VaUey,  bj  Bev.  C  H.  Oil- 

phant, 
Orange  Valley,  by  A.  Carter,  Jr.,  of  whidi 

$80  from  H.  E.  Simmons,  to  const.  Mrs. 

Anna  B.  Simmons  a  L.  M., 
Vineland,  Pilgrim,  add'l,  by  Bev.  F.  B. 

Pullan, 

DISTBICT  OF  COLTJMBL^— $166.67. 
Washington,  First,  ann.  coU.,  $129 ;  moiL 
con.,  $86.57,  by  S.  H.  Galpin, 

OHIO— $10.40. 
Cincinnati,  John  Webb,  Jr., 
Monroevllle,  Presb.  and  Cong.  Cha.,  l^  Bar. 

A.  A.  Creesraan, 
Tontogany,  Mrs.  P.  Minton, 

ILLINOIS— $240.09. 
Beoeived  by  Rev.  M.  E.  Whittleasj : 
Greenville,  $1  16 

Oneida,  60  00 

Waverly,  94  10 


$86  00 

88  8S 

964  80 


888  96 

96  00 


70  00 

27  87 

151  11 

17  40 

18  00 


6 

90 


00 
00 


600 


80  00 


650 

6  00 

650 

6  00 

,       6  73 

1  40 

1  16 

100  00 

6  00 

60  00 

66  72 

2,000  00 

6  00 

fl  00 

1  00 
10  60 


118  79 


166  67 
900 


7 
1 


00 
40 


Chicago,  D. 
Wataon, 


NeedhAin  and  wifo,  hj  8. 


156  86 

10  00 
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Harvard,  IIi«  A.  TliotniMOtt, 

Hennepin,  by  Bar.  A.  J.  Bail^, 

Lanark,  bj  Bar.  B.  ApUiorp, 

Orange,  b j  Bar.  A.  Hyde. 

Princeton,  Babbath-Mhool,  bj  Mrs.  H.  B. 

Boltwood, 
BoaeviUe,  Ber.  A.  L.  Pennoyer  and  wife, 
Thawrille,  by  Bar.  J.  J.  Weage, 

Wyoming,  Pint,  by  Bar.  W.  Walten, 

MISSOITRI— 9186.85. 

Carthage,  by  BeT.  B.  F.  Falea, 
Oameron,  by  Rev.  B.  B.  Daviea, 
Dawn,  Welsh,  by  Bav.  H.  X  Hughaa, 
Laclede,  by  Bav.  B.  OUerenahaw, 
St.  Louia,  Pimt,  by  0.  H.  Davia, 
Utica,  by  Bav.  L  OarlaUm, 

100HiaAN~9154.04. 

Ann  Arbor,  FirRt,  by  A.  A.  Wood, 
Chelaea,  by  D.  E.  Hathaway, 
Palton,  $1.50 ;  Maple  Bapida,  add*I,  60c., 
Orand  Ledge,  First,  by  Bev.  B.  T.  Branch, 
Hartland,  $15 ;  Tyrone,  $90,  by  Bav.  W. 

H.  Osborne, 
Homestead,  by  K.  Oase, 
Jackson,  by  Bev.  J.  L.  Maila, 

8.  L.  Turner, 
lAwrence,  by  Bav.  J.  Watts, 
Nnnica,  by  Bev.  N.  Neerken, 
Utica,  First,  by  0.  W.  Abemethy, 

WISCONSIN— 1297.81. 
Beoeived  by  Bev.  H.  A.  Miner: 
Leeds,  #9  70 

Madison,  Woman's  Miss.  Soa, 
to  cozist.  Miss  0.  L.  Waiea  L. 
M.,  80  00 

Beloit.  First,  by  A.  W.  TTanaford, 
Dartford,  Central,  by  Bev.  8.  B.  Demarest, 
Friend.Hhip  and  New  Chester,  by  Bev.  F, 

B.  Staples, 
Spring  Water,  Welsh,  by  Bev.  T.  Jonea, 
Two  Rivera,  by  Bev.  T.  O.  Pearoe, 
Warren,  by  Rev.  Q.  L.  Dowd, 
Wisoonsin,  A  Friend,  by  Bev.  F.  Alley, 

IOWA— 9208.60. 
Beceived  by  Rev.  B.  Adams : 
McGregor,  Woman's  Miss.  Boo.,     f6  86 
Orage,  5  40 

Beacon,  Welsh,  by  Bev.  C.  D.  Jones, 
Belmond,  Bev.  J.  D.  Bauds  and  family, 
Boonsboro,  $11.16 ;  Garden  Prairie,  $9.64 ; 

Kelly,  $6,  b>  Rev.  0.  C.  Diokerson, 
Oharles  City,  Woman's  Cent  Boc.,  by  Mrs. 
J.  Wadbams,  in  full  to  oonaU  Mrs.  0.  B. 
Raymond  a  L.  M^ 
Clinton,  First,  by  H.  B.  Jones, 
Bdgewood,  $3 ;   Strawberxy  Point,  add*!, 

$1,  by  Rev.  C.  Hanoook, 
Fayette  and  Lima,  by  Bev.  B.  C.  Monlton, 
Grand  River,  First,  by  Bev.  D.  Knowlaa, 
Keokuk,  Lnthera,  by  Bev.  S.  Bunberg, 
Newton,  Wittembezs,  by  Mis.  &  C.  Boa- 
worth- 
Prairie  City,  by  Bev.  B.  L.  Sherman, 
Sterling,  by  Rev.  O.  Bmerson, 
Waverly,  First,  by  Rev.  G.  R  Ransom, 
Williamsbarg,  by  Bev.  G.  Bitohia, 

MINNESOTA— $186.51 . 

Beoeived  by  Bev.  L.  H.  Cobb: 
Minneapolis,  Plymouth,  $19  71 

Bt.  Cloud,  by  W.  Cheney,  Treat. 
Minn.  H.  M.  &,  8  00 

.  County  Line,  by  Ber.  B.  8.  Armstrong, 
Dnluth,  Pilgrim,  by  Bev.  C.  A.  Oonant, 
Granite  Falls,  by  Bev.  B.  N.  Raymond, 
Marine,  First,  by  Bav.  W.  M.  Weld, 
Minneapolis,  Beoond,  by  Bev.  B.  B.  WU- 

llams, 
MiiineapoUs  East,  First,  l^  A.  M.  Alden, 

-    Bcamblar,  Union,  by  Bav.  W.  Young, 


$90  00 

500 

16  96 

900 

600 

9  10 

5  00 

7  84 

9  10 

10  46 

10  00 

90  00 

900 

14  00 

75  86 

7  60 

44  75 

10  00 

9  00 

90  00 

85  00 

19  60 

496 

900 

10  00 

900 

19  14 

89  70 

196  86 

18  79 

8  46 

15  00 
900 
6  00 

80  00 

11  96 

10  00 

900 

35  79 

10  00 
40  00 

4  00 

18  00 

8  00 

500 

18  08 

90  00 
660 

91  02 
90  00 

KANSAS— $919.45. 
Alma,  Flrfct,  by  Bev.  H.  Myers,  $88  00 

Bavaria  and  Broukville,  by  Bev.  8.  G. 

Wright,  96  00 

Blooniington  and  Btockton,  by  Bev.  J.  K. 

Bckman,  9  00 

Blue  Ridge,  by  Bev.  C.  D.  Wright,  5  60 

Buffalo,  $6;  Boatter  Creek,.  $18,  by  Bev. 

J.  HayM-ard,  18  00 

Emporia,  First,  by  Bev.  0.  J.  Bhannon,  6  00 

Garfield,  $8.26;  Kinsley,  $8.96,  by  Bev. 

W.  B.  CaUin,  6  50 

McPheraon,  First,  by  Bev.  H.  Hoddle,  8  60 

Ottawa,  First,  by  Bev.  J.  G.  Dougherty,        90  00 
Parsons,  Flr»t,  by  Rev.  P.  M.  Griffin,  16  00 

8t  Mary's,  by  Rev.  L.  M.  Scribner,  6  00 

Stranger  and  Tiblow,  by  Bev.  L.  New- 

oomb,  4  95 

Topekai,  First,  by  E.  H.  Blake,  to  const. 

Lucy  S.  Stoddard  and   Frank  Drum- 

mond  L.  Mm.,  60  00 

WellsvUle,  by  Bev.  B.  S.  Crosby,  4  70 

NEBRASKA— 161.81. 

Camp  Creek,  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Lowes,  86  11 

Central  City,  by  Rev.  A.  Fitch,  8  15 

Crete,  $3 ;  Miss  D.  Ebert,  $9,  by  Rev.  a 

F.  Veits,  6  00 

By  Rev.  H.  Bross,  7  05 

DAKOTA— $14.60. 
Fort  Berthold.  Rev.  C.  L.  Hall,  10  00 

Medary,  First  Ch.  of  Christ,  by  Bev.  G. 
S.  Codington,  4  60 

UTAH— $6.66. 
Ogden,  by  Rev.  A.  W.  Baflord,  6  65 

CALIFORNIA— $25.60. 
Dutch  Flat,    Plymouth,   by  Rev.   J.  H. 

Merrall,  16  00 

Murphy's,  bv  Rev.  W.  T.  Haley,  8  00 

Woodland,  First,  by  Rev.  J.  T.  WUls,  7  60 

WASHINGTON  TERRITORY— $26.00. 
Port  Gamble,   $13;   Port  Madison,  $18, 
by  Rev.  J.  F.  Damon,  96  00 
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FOR  BUNDAYSCHOOL WORK, 

[For  particular  acknowledgmanta, 
aee  L«(^/Ut.] 

DonaOona  of  CloMno^  ale. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  LatUcfl'  Home  Miss.  Soc.  of 

PUgrim  Ch.,  by  Mrs.  L.  W.  Allen,  boxes 

and  caxh, 
LakevlUe,  Ct,  Ladies'  Sewing  Soc.,  by  Mrs. 

Geo.  B.  Burrall.  barrel, 
Newark,  N.  J..  Ladies  of  Fix«t  Ch.,  by  M.  J. 

Starr,  box. 
North  Cornwall,  Ct.,  Ladies'  Benev.  Boa  by 

Mrs.  Dwight  Rogers,  barrai. 
New  Haven,  Ct.,  Ladies  of  the  Ch.  of  the 

Redeemer,  by  Lillian  E.  Prudden,  box  and 

freight, 

Ladies,  by  Miss  J.  E.  Ufford,  box, 
Newport,  R.  I.,  Ladies,  by  Eliza R  Hammett, 

barrel  and  ca»h. 
Waterbury.  Ct.,  Dorcas  Sewing  Soa  of  Second 

Ch.,  by  Miss  G.  V.  Cooke,  box  and  freight, 
West  Hartford,  Ct.,  Liidies  of  South  District 

Sewing  Soc.,  by  Mrs.  C.  Boawell,  barrel, 


$14,669  11 
888  99 

$14,996  40 


$778  81 
89  18 
75  00 
66  96 

180  00 
75  00 

189  00 

114  64 

100  00 


$90  71 

686 

10  00 

6  00 

88  06 

19  00  I 

88  80  I 

660  I 


Beoitpt9  qf  ths  Nnc  Hnmpthir*  Horns  MUtUmanf 
Society^  m  May^  L.  D.  BTBvmB,  Trw, 

Alstead,  $18  75 

Bristol,  4  68 

Colebrook,  6  60 

Deny,  90  75 

Lyndeboro,  10  70 

New  HampRhlro  Cent  Inatitntioa,  199  90 

New  Ipawich,  for  &  S.  work,  6  00 


TBS   HOUB  KUSIONABT. 


July,  IMT. 


Ahinpon,  FliU. 
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80  OU 

IT  00 

Tmbuki,  WUUlow,  br  B.  H.  Baad, 

El  W 

Tbomdlk*,  by  0.  r.  Smith, 

TollKiJ,  by  Ee».  D.  J.  OgdBth 

10  00 

■Weymontli  Sonlh,  Sncond.  to  iiniL 

lIsB. 
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Bl  00 
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<•  E.  T«ylor, 
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T,  by  Un.  O.  W.  Atibott,  bscnl. 


ComniiU.  by  X.  Ureni,  Tr., 

Eut  Uarlliind,  by  B».  N,  □.  Baam 

ilny^ufldd,  by  Eav.  H.  B.  ■lo^lj^ 
HuiJil'ui.  by  Bay.  B.  B.  L>wiA 
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y  H.  E.  Biw 

r.  u.  Hut, 

IJhJBTLl,"         ID 


li  4,  by  U  HoniVh 
ki  M  P  Umd. 
b  q  Hat*, 
(,    «.yn     1. 

I    IJ  rnd. 


k,  uddl,  by  BiS     : 
liri'^  by  J.  A.  Brom 


H 
OK 


•aoin 
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TnltithuTs,  by  R.  Ol 


Go, Preach  the  Gospel Mark  xvi.  15. 

How  shall  they  pzeaoh  exoept  they  be  bent  f  .  Bom,  x.  15. 


VoL  I-  AUGUST,  1877.  No.  4. 

ANNIVERSARY  SERMON. 
^  iZtfo.  Z.   ^iiy,  D.Z).,  o/"  Detroit,  Mich. 
**  And  Caleb  stilled  the  people  before  Moses,  and  said,  Let  us  go  up  at 

ONCE,  AND  possess  IT  ;  FOR  WE  ARE  WELL  ABLE  TO  OVERCOME  IT.'' — Numbers  xiii.  80. 

Forever  honored  be  the  memory  of  the  princely  Caleb,  who  animated  the  people 
of  Israel  to  the  conquest  of  Canaan  !  Shame  on  the  coward  spies  who  brought  back 
an  evil  report  from  the  goodly  land,  saying,  "  ''Ve  be  not  able  to  go  up  against  the 
people,  for  they  are  stronger  than  we  I "  And  palsied  be  the  tongue  which  tells  us 
that  the  spiritual  conquest  of  tliis  land,  the  true  promised  land  of  these  later  ages, 
is  impossible  !  Welcome  every  voice  which  says,  "  Let  us  go  up  at  once,  and  pos- 
sess it ;  for  we  are  well  able  to  overcome  it." 

Such  a  voice,  however  lacking  in  power,  shall  sound  forth  from  this  pulpit  during 
the  passing  hour.  I  stand  here  to  plead  with  you,  and  through  you  with  the  great 
body  of  American  Christians,  for  the  speedy  evangelization  of  our  whole  country. 
I  stand  here  to  show  you,  with  such  ability  as  God  may  give  me,  that  the  thorough 
evangelization  of  this  land,  though  a  work  of  stupendous  difficulty,  is  neverthe- 
less practicable;  that  it  ought  to  be  done,  and  done  soon.  I  stand  here  to 
summon  the  army  of  Israel  to  an  instant  and  bold  advance  all  along  the  line. 

L — 77l<?  speedy  evangelization  of  our  country  is  confessedly  difficult, 

DIVERSITIES  OF  POPULATION. 

The  present  population  of  the  United  States  exceeds  45,000,000  souls — a  hand- 
ful as  compared  with  the  vast  area  over  which  it  is  scattered,  but  as  compared 
with  the  population  of  most  nations,  enormous.  Already  Great  Britain,  France, 
Germany,  and  Austria  are  numerically  inferior  to  our  own  country.  This  is  not  a 
fact  for  boasting,  but  a  fact  for  anxious  consideration ;  a  fact,  indeed,  which  may 
well  breed  in  the  minds  of  all  thoughtful  men  misgiving  and  alarm ;  for  what  is 
the  composition,  what  the  quality  of  this  immense  population?  It  is  far  from 
homogeneous.  The  pointed  saying  of  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  touching  the  English 
people,  may,  with  more  truth,  be  applied  to  our  own  ;  it  is  composed  of  the  mud 
of  all  nices.  The  sotlnd  Anglo-Saxon  element  predominates  as  yet,  but  you  can 
scarcely  pass  along  the  street  of  one  of  our  great  cities — I  had  almost  said  of  an 
inland  village — without  hearing  many  of  the  dialects  of  the  "  babbling  earth ;  " 
now  the  guttural  but  manly  and  sonorous  German  ;  anon,  the  compact  and  ener- 
getic Low  Dutch;  here  the  ringing  English-like  Scandinavian,  there  the  "soft, 
bastard  Latin"  of  Italy ;  at  one  comer  the  sharp,  explosive  Gaelic,  at  the  next  the 
grandiose,  musical  Spanish ;  in  this  shop  the  lively,  nasal  Attic  of  Paris,  in  that 
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the  monosyllabic  jabber  of  China.  Our  country  is  indeed  a  vast  Babel  in  "which 
our  noble  English  speech  sounds  above  all  others,  but  which  in  wide  regions  sounds 
but  indistinctly. 

This  diversity  of  speech  indicates  startling  differences  of  race,  education,  modes 
of  thought,  customs,  and  religious  tendencies.  Consider  it  well :  we  are  not  even 
a  pure  Caucasian  people.  With  a  large  Mongolian  population  on  the  Pacific  slope, 
with  some  200,000  Indians,  soon  it  is  hoped  to  be  incorporated  into  the  nation, 
and  with  five  millions  of  African  blood,  what  is  our  place  and  our  name  in  etb- 
uology  ? 

Even  our  genuine  Caucasian  population  is  divided  into  two  CTeat  branches,  Celtic 
and  Teutonic,  widely  diffeiing  from  each  other.  The  Teutonic  blood,  in  whatever 
channels  it  flows,  carries  with  it  the  spirit  of  liberty,  but  of  liberty  abhorring  an- 
archy, and  building  itself  up  in  imperishable  institutions.  Tlie  Celtic  blood  is 
another  name  for  gallantry,  generosity,  magnanimity ;  for  passionate  resentment 
of  real  or  fancied  wrongs,  for  reckless  daring  in  wars  of  patriotism  and  religion, 
and  not  less  for  blind  hero-worahip,  submission  to  hierarchical  arrogance  and 
autocratic  government.  Celtic  religion  crouches  in  trembling  prostration  before 
the  priest ;  Celtic  republicanism,  however  "  red,"  shouts  after  the  victory,  **  Live 
the  Emperor  I " 

Now  the  work  of  Home  Evangelization  is  to  make  of  Celt  and  Teuton,  nay,  of 
Mongolian,  Indian,  African,  and  Caucasian  *'one  new  man,  so  making  peace.'^ 
How  many  hereditary  prejudices  and  inaptitudes  must  be  overcome  ere  all  these 
races  can  be  smelted  together,  and  molded  into  a  homogeneous  Christian  com- 
munity ? 

THE  MASS  OF  IGNORANCE. 

Besides,  let  us  not  shut  out  from  our  view  that  dark  cloud  of  ignorance  which 
overhangs  large  masses  of  our  ])opulation — a  cloud  so  dense  that  one  might  be  par- 
doned for  regarding  it  as  quite  impervious  even  to  the  all-penetrating  light  of  the 
gospel.  It  is  an  ignorance  much  more  profound  and  extended  than  what  the 
Ninth  Census  denominates  illiterncy,  though  the  figures  under  that  head  are  suf- 
ficiently appalling.  According  to  that  wonderful  l^ook  there  were  in  1870,  in  round 
numbers,  4,500,000  persons,  aliove  the  age  of  ten  years,  who,  by  their  own  confes- 
sion, could  not  read,  and  5,000,000  who  could  not  write.  Considering  how  few 
are  willing  to  confess  that  tliey  are  absolutely  illiterate,  it  is  probable  that  the 
number  who  can  neither  read  nor  write  is  greater  by  at  least  a  million  than  the  cen- 
sus reports.  And  think  not  that  this  deplorable  illiteracy  is  confined  to  the  late 
Slave  States.  Your  own  proud  Empire  State  has  not  less  than  a  quarter  of  a 
million  who  cannot  read  and  write.  Enlightened  Massachusetts,  with  her  smaller 
population,  her  innumerable  schools,  and  her  ages  of  culture,  has  100,000;  little 
Connecticut,  80,000;  the  great  State  of  Pennsylvania,  222,000;  Ohio,  173,000; 
Illinois,  133,000;  Michigan,  53,000.  Looking  further  south,  we  find  the  number 
of  illiterate  in  Virginia,  445,000 :  in  North  Carolina,  400,000 ;  in  Tennessee,  364,000. 
In  the  other  Southern  States,  the  number  is  in  about  the  same  proportion  to  the 
population.  These  are  very  startling  figures,  and  they  indicate  the  principal  ob- 
stacle to  the  speedy  evangelization  of  the  whole  country. 

I  should  count  it  shame  to  acknowledge  here,  or  in  any  other  place,  that  the 
gospel  has  no  power  to  enlighten  and  regenerate  the  ignorant.  I  have  no  sympathy 
with  those  who  assert  that  education  and  civilization  must  precede  evangelization. 
It  would  be  nearer  the  truth  to  say  that  evangelization  leads  on  to  education  and 
civilization.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  the  progress  of  the  gospel  must  be  com- 
parativeljr  slow  in  communities  containing  multitudes  who  cannot  even  read  the 
Word  of  God.  Consider  the  difficulty  of  fixing  the  attention  of  minds  totally 
undisciplined,  of  imparting  spiritual  truth  to  minds  unable  to  frame  distinct 
conceptions,  or  even  to  carry  on  correctly  even  the  shortest  train  of  reasoning. 
Consider  how  confused,  how  discontinuous,  how  ineffectual,  ^re  the  mental  opera- 
tions of  persons  who  are  utterly  illiterate. 

WIDK-SPREAD    8UFEB8TmON8. 

This  is  not  the  worst :  if  the.  minds  of  these  benighted  millions  were  only  taeantf 
we  could  still  go  to  them  with  the  simple  rudiments  of  the  gospel,  hoping  for 
their  cordial  though  not  intelligent  reception ;  but  those  minds  are  for  the  most 
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part  preoccupied.  It  long  ago  passed  into  a  proverb  that  ignorance  is  the  mother 
of  superstition.  The  most  ignorant  classes  of  our  population  are  precisely  those 
that  are  most  hopelessly  enslaved  to  superstition.  In  the  South,  multitudes  of  the 
negroes,  though  nominal  Christians,  are  more  heathen  than  Christian ;  and  in  the 
North,  the  illiterate  part  of  our  population — for  the  most  part  our  illiteracy  is  im- 
ported— is  enthralled  by  that  system  in  which  all  the  most  terrible  and  fascinating 
superstitions  which  ever  captivated  the  mind  of  man  are  cunningly  combined. 
Popery  is  almost  avowedly  a  religion  for  the  illiterate,  and  it  is  in  these  yeai's  mak- 
ing herculean  efforts  to  attract  and  crystallize  around  itself  the  popular  igno- 
rance. True,  Romanism  has  its  schools,  and  what  it  calls  its  education;  but  let 
us  not  forget  that  there  is  a  literate  as  well  as  an  illiterate  ignorance,  and  that 
what  is  called  education  is  not  seldom  a  device  for  excluding  rather  than  impart- 
ing knowled^. 

Now  the  evangelization  of  the  whole  country  includes,  of  course,  the  evan- 
gelization of  all  these  unfortunate  millions,  now  sunk  in  brutish  ignorance,  and 
bound  fast  in  fetters  of  superstition.    Can  this  be  accomplished  ?     We  shall  see. 

DISTRTBaTION  OF  POPULATION. 

Our  problem  becomes  more  perplexing  when  we  consider  how  our  heterogeneous 
population  is  partly  aggregated  in  great  cities,  and  partly  dispersed  over  a  continent 
too  vast  to  be  grasped  even  in  imagination. 

I  stand  this  evening  near  the  center  of  the  greatest  city  of  the  New  World,  a  city 
which,  with  her  daughter-cities  around  her,  could  furnish  forth  a  respectable 
European  kingdom ;  a  city  whose  opulence,  commerce,  literature,  and  manifold 
intellectual  activities  go  far  to  make  it  what  London  is  to  England,  and  Paris 
to  France,  the  fountain  of  public  opinion,  of  fashion,  of  morality,  and  even  of 
religious  sentiment,  to  the  whole  nation ;  a  city,  however,  which  is  so  far  from  be- 
ing christianized,  that,  if  the  whole  revenue  of  this  Society  were  appropriated  to 
the  support  of  missionaries  among  the  neglected  masses,  the  provision  for  their 
evanc^elization  would  still  be  very  scanty.  You  have  churches  by  the  hundred 
for  the  well-fed,  well-dressed,  well-educated,  well-to-do  classes ;  but  a  brisk  walk 
of  a  few  minutes  will  carry  you  from  any  one  of  those  churches  to  the  reeking, 
squalid  streets  and  lanes,  where  disease,  vice,  conspiracies,  French  communisms, 
and  a  thousand  nameless  abominations  are  bom,  and  cradled,  and  nursed  into  hell- 
ish energy.  Notwithstanding  the  terrible  mortality  of  these  worae  than  heathen 
localities,  they  are  always  teeming  and  seething  with  loathsome  life.  The  popu- 
lation of  subterranean  New  York  is  always  dense,  always  growing. 

Nothing  apparently  can  check  the  increase  of  tliis  metropolis.  Years  of  mis- 
government,  or  rather  of  systematic  plunder  on  a  gigantic  scale,  ruinous  taxation, 
and  the  consequent  flight  of  a  multitude  to  the  sun-ounding  country,  are  not  sensi- 
])ty  felt  Far  seeing  men,  like  the  late  Horace  Greeley,  have  been  shouting  for  a 
generation,  "  Go  West,  young  men ;  go  West  I  "  l)ut  though  many  have  gone 
West,  no  void  is  left.  Confluent  streams  of  immigration  from  the  Old  World  and 
from  the  Interior,  swell  from  year  to  year  your  already  overgrown  population. 
And  what  is  true  of  New  York  is  ti*ue,  in  a  less  degree,  of  all  the  great  cities  of  the 
country.  Follow  the  coast  line  from  Portland  to  New  Orleans;  follow  the 
shores  of  the  great  lakes  and  navigal)Ie  rivers,  and  you  shall  And  them  studded 
with  flourishing  cities,  marked  by  much  of  the  wealth,  enterprise  and  influence  for 
which  New  York  is  pre-eminent,  and  marked  not  less  by  those  moral  evils  which 
seem  to  justify  the  saying  of  Jefferson :  "  Cities  are  ulcers  in  the  body  politic." 

Now  the  important  fact  to  be  noted  is  that^  while  the  conversion  of  cities  is  the 
most  difficult  part  of  the  great  work  of  national  evangelization,  it  is  precisely  that 
part  of  the  work  which  this  and  similar  societies  decline  to  undertake.  That  is 
the  special  work  of  the  great  and  wealthy  city  churches — a  work  to  which  many 
are  giving  themselves  with  a  generous  and  methodical  energy  heretofore  unknown. 
It  is  beginning  to  be  believed  that  the  evangelization  of  great  cities  is  possible. 

This  Society  has  to  do  with  those  who  are  scattered  abroad.  While  huge  masses 
of  our  people  are  rolled  up  in  cities,  the  majority  are  impelled  by  the  ancient 
migratory  passion  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  to  explore  new  regions,  to  fell 
mighty  forests,  to  open  mines,  to  make  the  wilderness  rejoice  and  the  desert 
blossom  as  the  rose.    To  accompany  them  in  all  their  wanderings,  to  gather  them 
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into  churches,  to  aid  them  in  laying  the  foundations  of  new  communitica,  of  new 
commonwealths,  is  the  work  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  and  of 
Idndred  institutions. 

YASTNESS  OF   THE   FIELD. 

One  difficulty  lies  in  the  vastness  of  the  field.     Call  this  city  the  starting-point 
of  the  enterprise.     Qlancing  up  the  coast  to  the  northeast,  and  then  along  the 
mountain  ranges  towards  the   St.  Lawrence,  we  survey  the  whole  sisterhood  of 
Kew  England  commonwealths,  mnny  portions  of  which  are  not  even  now  thorough- 
ly evangelized.     If  now  we  travel  in  imagination  due  west  from  this  pulpit,  what 
vast  and  wonderful  regions  shall  we  traverse !     Passing  through  the  most  populous 
part  of  New  Jersey,  we  enter  the  great  Keystone  State,  and  note  with  wonder  its 
grand  mountains  and  fat  valleys,  its  inexhaustible  mines  and  its  rivers  of  oil,  its 
millions  of  industrious  citizens,  and,  alas,  its  savage  bands  of  incendiaries  and  as- 
sassins.    Crossing  the  *"*■  Beautiful  River,''  we  find  ourselves  in  the  glorious  State  of 
Ohio,  with  its  immense  mineral  and  agricultural  wealth,  its  splendid  cities,  and 
its  noble  breed  of  stalwart  soldiers  and  incorruptible  statesmen.    Then  comes  Indi- 
ana, the  corn-field  of  the  continent.     Thence  we  flit  on  over  central  Illinois,  M'ith  its 
boundless  but  now  cultivated  prairies,  stretching  out  on  every  side  till  they  are 
veiled  from  sight  by  their  own  sphericity,  ai}d  with  the  hum  and  hubbub  of  dis- 
tant Chicago  sounding  from  the  north.     With  a  bound  we  cross  the  Mississippi ; 
we  speed  on  over  fair  Iowa,  over  Nebraska,  over   Colorado,   to  the   glittering 
peaks  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and   the  infant  cities  which   hang  upon  their 
slopes  and  nestle  in  thtir  gorges.     We  i)ai:S  with  a  shudder  over  Utah,  where, 
however,  **  only  man  is  vile ;  "  we  take  a   bird's-eye   view   of  Nevada,  hang  a 
moment  in  wonder  over  the  gold  mines,  vineyards,  gigantic  forests,  and  cataracts 
of  California,  and  at  last  alight  on  the  i^hore  of  the  Pacific.     My  fiiends,  we  have 
journeyed  three  thousand  miles,  and  we  have  glanced  only  at  a  narrow  belt  of  the 
States  and  Territories  which  make  up  the  field  of  home  evangelization.     In  our 
imaginary  flight,  we  left  to  the  right,  stretching  u))  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  to  the 
great  lakes,  to  the  springs  of  the  Mississippi  and  of  the  Missouri,  and  far  up  the 
western  coast  beyond  Behring*s  Straits,  an  almost  immeasurable  region,  including 
the  mighty  Empire  State,  with  its  five  millions  of  people;  the  magnificent  State 
of  Michigan,  with  its  wheat-fields,  sheep-walks,  pineries,  and  mines  of  iron  and 
copper ;  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Dakota,  Montana,  Wyoming,  Idaho,  Oregon,  Wash- 
ington, Alaska.     Far  to  the  south  of  our  path  lie  the  huge   States  of  Virginia, 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Georgia,  Missouri,  Texas,  and  many  others,  any  one  of  which 
would  be  a  magnificent  domain  for  a  Prince  of  Wales,  or  a  Grand  Duke  of  Rus- 
sia.    This,  then,  is  the  field  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  stretching 
from  Vancouver's  Island  to  Cape  Cod,  from  the  Arctic  Zone  to  the  Tropic  of  Can- 
cer.   Behold,   fellow-soldiers,   the   giant   we  are  to  overcome,   lying  in  careless 
strength  athwart  the  continent,  his  head  pillo^ved  in  polar  snows,  his  feet  lavsd 
by  the  tepid    watere  of  the  Mexican  Gulf,  one  hand  playing  with  the  Atlantic 
breakers,  and  the  other  with  the  long  surges  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.     To  lead  this 
giant,  with  all  his  brute  strength  and  intellectual  energy,  a  willing  captive  to 
Christ,  is  the  object  of  this  glorious  war.     *'  Impossible  I  '*   exclaim   the  coward 
spies.    In  opposition  to  such  disheartening  cries,  I  now  go  on  to  show, 

n. — That  the  speedy  evangelization  of  the  country  ie  practicable, 

THE  FOBCES  IN  THE  FIELD. 

*•  We  are  well  able  to  overcome  it ; "  so  said  Caleb  to  the  people  of  Israel,  and  he 
told  them  the  simple  truth.  They  had  some  600,000  fighting  men,  well  organ- 
ized, probably  well  armed,  already  inured  to  hardship,  and  flushed  with  victory. 
Was  there  any  reason  why  they  should  be  faint-hearted?  Tliere  is  even  less 
reason  to  distrust  the  ability  of  our  American  Israel  to  conquer  and  hold  this  land 
for  Innnanuel.  Is  the  army  numerically  equal  to  the  undertaking  ?  There  are  in 
the  United  States  about  8,000,000  communicants  belonging  to  so-called  evangelical 
churches.  These  imply  a  population  of  not  less  than  25,000,000  in  more  or  less 
intimate  relations  with  those  churches.  Several  millions  are  under  constant  in- 
struction, as  hearers  of  the  Word  and  pupils  in  the  Sunday-school.  In  a  oon^ 
prehensive  sense,  therefore,  more  than  half  of  the  nation  is  already  evangelifed. 
The  army  of  invasion  is  idready  largely  an  army  of  occupation. 
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Yes ;  for  the  work  to  be  done,  the  host  is  numerically  sufficient ;  nay,  there 
is  reason  to  fear  that  it  is  too  numerous.  If  all  the  lukewarm  and  faint-hearted 
were  cast  out,  if  all  the  inetficient  officers  were  cashiered,  if  the  '*  mixed  multi- 
tude** of  camp-followers  were  driven  beyond  the  lines,  tlie  army  would  be  stronger 
for  the  decisive  battle  than  it  is  to-day.  We  cannot  doubt,  however,  that  even 
after  thorough  sifting,  it  would  march  to  the  field  an  exceeding  great  army. 

The  army  of  Immauuel  is,  on  the  whole,  well  enough  organized.  Ti*ue,  it  is  not 
uniform  in  organization,  dress,  tactics,  or  even  weapons ;  but  for  this  we  have 
reason  to  be  thankfuL  What  would  you  think  of  a  great  army  composed  only 
of  cavalry  ?  What  could  the  best  corps  of  engineers,  commanded  by  the  most 
scientific  officers,  accomplish  without  the  other  arms  of  the  service  ?  Wliat  could 
rifled  cannon  and  Armstrong  guns  effect  without  infantry  to  rusli  into  the  breach  ? 
And  how  could  a  victory  be  complete  without  cavalry  to  pui'sue  the  flying  enemy, 
to  scour  the  country,  and  to  bring  in  the  prisoners  ? 

In  other  words,  how  could  the  army  of  Israel  conquer  this  continent  for  Christ 
without  the  sober  and  serried  ranks  of  its  Pi-csbyterian  infantry ;  its  two- fold 
Congregational  corps  of  engineers  and  artillery  ;  its  myriads  of  well-trained, 
dashing  Methodist  cavalry ;  its  co-operating  fleets  of  Baptist  gunboats  and  sub- 
marine monitors  I  Even  the  stately,  slow-moving  Episcopalian  corps  is  not  ^vith- 
out  use  as  an  army  of  reserve  to  pick  up  deserters,  to  gather  in  and  reorganize 
fugitives,  and  sometimes,  in  a  great  crisis — like  that,  for  instance,  in  the  time  of 
James  II. — to  march  to  the  battle-field  and  strike  a  heavy  blow  for  Christ  and 
liberty. 

Yes,  the  army  is  providentially  well  organized  for  the  great  conflict,  and,  on  the 
whole,  it  is  pretty  well  officered.  There  are  some  fifty  thousand  preachers  of 
the  Word  in  this  country — about  one  to  every  thousand  of  our  population.  Many 
of  these  are  not  regular  pastors,  and  ought  rather  to  be  called  lay- preachers ;  but 
the  number  of  those  who  are  exclusively  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  is 
very  large,  and,  as  a  class,  they  are  as  well  trained  for  their  work  as  any  ministry 
in  the  world.  It  may  be  confidently  asserted  that  no  other  professional  bodies  of 
men  can  compare  favorably,  in  respect  of  careful  scholarship  and  general  culture, 
with  tlie  clergy  of  two  or  three  evangelical  denominations ;  and  while  great  ora- 
tors are  rare  in  any  profession,  you  shall  find  a  larger  number  of  effective  public 
speakers  in  the  pulpit  than  at  the  bar.  It  must  be  added,  with  devout  thanks- 
giving, that,  notwithstanding  occasional  defections,  the  moral  purity  of  the 
American  ministry  is  high  and  unimpeacliable.  Eight  millions  of  Christians  led 
by  fifty  thousand  men  of  God — what  may  they  not  hope,  in  such  a  case,  to  ac- 
complish ? 

THEIR   WEAPONS. 

^ut  numbers,  bravery,  and  discipline  avail  nothing  to  an  unarmed  or  badly- 
armed  host,  else  Cortez  and  his  six  hundred  veterans  would  have  fared  ill  among 
the  myriads  that  thronged  to  the  defence  of  the  ill-fated  Montezuma. 

When  Christ  commissioned  the  little  band  of  disciples  to  conquer  the  world, 
he  sent  them  forth  well-armed,  though  not  with  carnal  weapons;  not  with  sword 
and  battle-ax,  but  with  the  Word  of  God.  Thus  armed  they  were  irresistible. 
The  simple  gospel,  preached  by  o!)scure  and  unlearned  men,  was  stronger  than 
ancient  and  opulent  hierarchies ;  stronger  than  all  tlie  philosophers,  orators,  and 
statesmen  of  the  Grseco-Roman  world ;  stronger  than  Csesar  with  his  thirty  legions. 
Consider  it  well :  the  schools  of  Athens,  Alexandria,  and  Antioch  —that  is  to  say, 
the  learning,  science,  and  arts  which  belonged  to  the  Greek  blood  and  culture — 
were  powerless  against  the  simple  story  of  the  life. and  death  of  a  Galilean  car- 
penter, told  in  Aramean- Greek  by  Galilean  peasants.  Consider  it  well :  the  same 
story  told  in  Rome,  and  throughout  her  provinces,  speedily  penetrates  nil  classes, 
from  the  lowest  to  the  highest ;  it  arrests  the  attention  and  wins  the  faith  of  soldiers 
and  sailors,  of  merchants  and  artizans,  of  slaves  and  masters,  of  teachers  and 
scholars,  of  patricians  and  rulers ;  in  spite  of  ten  bloody  persecutions,  in  spite  of 
the  madness  of  Nero,  the  ferocity  of  Domitian,  the  policy  of  Trajan,  the  cruelty  of 
Decius,  and  "  the  busy  sword  of  Diocletian,"  it  silently  spreads  through  the 
greatest,  the  best  organized,  the  most  powerful  empire  the  world  ever  saw ;  it  saps 
the  foundations  of  hoary  superstitions ;  it  dissolves,  and,  in  the  course  of  ages, 
reconstructs  the  Whole  fabric  of  European  society,  subjugating  by  moral  influence 
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BUCcessiTe  swarms  of  the  rude  and  bloody  but  liberty-loying  and  heroic  Teutonic 
race,  and  thus  preparing  for  mankind  that  religious,  civil  and  social  regeneration 
which  burst  forth  in  light  and  gladness  in  the  Protestant  Reformation.  All  this— 
and  I  have  compressed  into  a  few  words  the  hbtory  of  fifteen  hundred  years— vis 
accomplished  by  the  preaching  of  the  gospel ;  and  by  the  preaching  of  the  gospel 
under  disadvantages  and  obstructions  which,  had  it  not  been  the  very  power  of 
God,  would  have  been  fatal  to  its  progress,  if  not  to  its  existence.  Soon  after  the 
primitive  age,  the  gospel  was  corrupted  by  large  admixtures  of  the  "  doctrines 
and  commandments  of  men/*  Its  lowly  ministry  was  transformed  into  a  domi- 
neering, persecuting  hierarchy;  its  simple  order  of  worship  into  a  pompous,  spec- 
tacular exhibition ;  its  living  and  life-giving  truths  into  a  dead,  scholastic 
theology.  At  first  it  was  persecuted  by  the  State ;  afterwards  the  State  sought 
its  sanction  and  support,  and  endeavored  to  make  it  a  tool.  In  the  beginning  the 
church  was  a  great  sisterhood  of  equal  and  independent  churches ;  at  last,  it  was 
split  up  into  a  multitude  of  rival  and  acrimonious  sects.  This  is  not  th^  woret: 
the  gospel  has,  in  every  age,  been  largely  shorn  of  its  power  by  the  moral  cor- 
ruption, not  seldom  breaking  out  into  flagrant  scandals  of  nonunal  Christians. 
Intemperance,  licentiousness,  slave-holding,  wholesale  murder  under  the  name  of 
war,  and  many  kinds  of  gainful  oppression  have  been  not  only  practised,  but  sanc- 
tioned and  defended  by  large  bodies  of  men  calling  themselves  churches  of  Christ 
My  friends,  down  to  the  present  time  the  gospel  has  had  no  fair  chance  in  the 
world.  The  preaching-angel,  through  all  the  centuries,  has  had  diabolical  fingen 
clutching  his  throat,  and  choking  his  utterance.  The  resplendent  victories  of  the 
Word,  notwithstanding  all  constrictions  and  obstructions,  are  nothing  less  than 
miraculoufi. 

THE  G08FEL   SET   FREE. 

Now  the  cheering  fact  to  be  here  noted  is,  that  in  this  land  the  gospel  is  freed 
from  many  of  those  impediments  which  have  elsewhere  and  in  other  ages  hindered 
its  progress. 

1.  In  the  first  place,  the  gospel  is  not  obstructed  in  this  country  either  by  the 
hostility  or  the  more  dangerous  patronage  of  tlie  State.  Here  the  church  appears, 
not  as  the  paramour  of  Caesar,  but  as  •'  the  Bride,  the  Lamb^s  wife."  Here  the 
prostitution  of  ecclesiastical  power,  of  the  pulpit,  and  even  of  the  sacraments,  to 
the  uses  of  worldly  policy,  of  political  ambition,  of  wickedness  in  high  places,  if 
not  absolutely  impossible  and  unprecedented,  is  not  prompted,  much  less  neces- 
sitated, by  a  formal  compact  between  the  church  and  "  the  powers  that  be."  Heie 
that  secularism,  which  never  fails  to  deaden  the  energy  of  a  State  church,  may  press 
in  like  a  freezing  atmosphere  from  the  world  ;  but  it  is  not  the  normal,  inevi- 
table condition  of  church-life.  Here,  in  a  word,  the  church  must  rely  for  its 
extension,  not  upon  State  patronage  and  support,  hut  upon  the  preaching  of  Chrut 
Qnd  him  crucified, 

2.  Consider,  a^ain,  that  in  this  country  the  evangelizing  zeal  of  the  churches 
is  not  chilled  and  hampered  by  a  repressive  and  meddling  hierarchy.  A  genuine 
evangelistic  ministry — that  is  to  say,  a  ministry  endowed  with  power  from  on 
high  for  missionary  work — cannot  be  subject  to  the  stringent  commands  or  con- 
stuit  interference  of  ecclesiastical  superiors.  The  vital  condition  of  success  is  the 
largest  liberty  compatible  with  church-order.  And  this  liberty  is  enjoyed  by  the 
evangelical  ministry.  Estimate,  if  you  can,  the  power  of  the  gospel  proclsamed 
by  50,000  evangelical  preachers,  without  interference  of  prince  or  prelate. 

8.  Thirdly,  the  gospel  in  this  land  is  not  clogged  with  a  cumbrous  and  childish 
ritual.  Barbarians  are  attracted  by  splendid  robes  and  a  pompous  ceremonial ; 
but  there  is  nothing  more  pitiably  absurd  than  a  ritualist  among  miners  and  back- 
woodsmen. iSi^thetic  refinements,  ecclesiological  sentimentalisms  and  affectations 
are  ludicrously  out  of  place  in  a  log  school-house,  a  miner^s  cabin,  a  bar-room,  or 
ft  bowling  alley.  The  hard-handed  and  hard-headed  men  on  the  frontiers  **  can- 
not stand"  what  they  call  ** nonsense."  Woe  to  the  effeminate  stripling — all 
"clergyman"  from  head  to  foot — who  hopes  to  win  them  to  "the  church  "by 
flowing  robes,  by  graceful  attitudes,  by  bowings  and  prostrations,  by  sonorous  pray- 
ers, intoned  ever  so  artistically,  from  the  most  excellent  of  liturgies  V  A  preacher, 
though  ever  so  homely  in  dress  and  manners,  who  goes  to  the  new  settlements, 
Bible  in  hand,  to  tdl  them  in  straightforward,  manly  language  how  to  be  saved, 
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18  pretty  sure  of  a  respectful  bearing.     And  that  is  precisely  T^liat  thousands  of 
Home  Missionaries  are  doing ;  and  1,  for  one,  believe  in  their  success. 

4.  Fourthly,  in  this  country  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  is  comparatively  free 
from  scholastic  and  theological  subtleties. 

I  cannot,  at  this  time,  go  into  the  history  of  preaching.  I  cannot  show  how  it 
degenerated,  after  the  primitive  age,  into  rhetorical,  even  fanciful  and  grotesque 
discourse.  Neither  can  I  pause  to  prove  that  this  largely  accounts  for  the 'slow 
progress  of  evangelization  ;  but  it  will  be  pertinent  to  show  you  how  great  a  draw- 
back a  metaphysico-theological  style  of  preaching  has  been  upon  our  own  work  of 
Home  Missions.  The  preacher  is  competent  to  speak,  in  this  case,  as  a  witness,  and 
you  will  not,  I  hope,  think  it  unseemly  if  I  speak  frankly  in  the  first  peison. 

Though  of  New  England  birth  and  Pilgrim  blood,  I  was  brought  up  in  the 
westernmost  county  of  New  York.  Large  portions  of  it,  in  my  boyhood,  were 
clothed  with  such  grand  pine  forests  as  Ruskin,  in  his  bold  way,  calls  "  the  shadow 
of  God/'  Here  and  there  were  little  **  clearings,^'  and  along  the  streams  huge 
saw- mills  and  clusters  of  cabins.  Scattered  among  them  were  little  school -houses, 
many  of  which  were  made  of  rough  logs.  The  majority  of  thtf  settlers  were 
from  the  mountains  of  Vermont ;  some  of  them  were  of  the  blood,  and  most  of 
them  of  the  type  of  Ethan  Allen — that  is  to  say,  they  were  men  of  gigantic  strength, 
dauntless  courage,  and  shrewd  common  sense ;  they  were  somewhat  addicted  to 
vices  of  appetite,  but  not  without  a  good  deal  of  unconscious  moral  principle  and 
religious  sensibility.  This,  surely,  was  a  noble  field  for  Home  Missionaries.  And 
Home  Missionaries  were  there.  A  few  of  them  were  the  right  men  in  the  right 
place ;  but  the  majority,  though  men  of  spotless  character,  and  devoted  to  their  work, 
were  not,  as  missionaries,  successfuL  They  were  thoroughly  educated.  Some  of 
them  had  studied  theology  with  Emmons,  Hyde,  and  other  eminent  New  England 
teachers.  The  works  of  Jonathan  Edwards,  Hopkins,  Bellamy,  the  younger  Edwards, 
were  as  familiar  to  them  as  the  alphabet.  Tliey  were  skilful  reasoners.  No 
Arminian  could  cope  with  them  in  argument ;  for,  indeed,  Arminianism  has 
everywhere  prevailea  in  spite  of  logic.  Their  sermons  were  almost  all  cast  in  one 
mold :  first,  a  proposition  deduced,  and  for  the  most  part  legitimately,  from  some 
text  of  Scripture;  then  a  series  of  proofs,  usually  drawTi  from  metaphysical 
premises :  and  lastly,  the  **  improvement,"  made  up  partly  of  doctrinal  and  partly 
of  practical  inferences.  Those  sermons,  as  I  remember  them,  were  written  in  clear, 
concise,  good  English,  and  delivered  in  a  quiet,  solemn  monotone.  Many  of 
them  were  X)n  the  highest  doctrines  of  hip^h  Calvinism,  such  as  fore-ordination, 
unconditional  election,  divine  efficiency,  total  depravity,  and  salvation  by  sovereign 
grace.  "Natural  ability,*'  **  moral  inability,"  "you  can  and  you  can't" — the 
very  phrases  awaken  in  my  memory  scores  of  sermons  which  have  been  sleeping 
there  for  well-nigh  half  a  century. 

Well ;  what  were  the  results  of  such  preaching  ?  Much  good  was  done  to  indi- 
viduals, but  the  masses  were  not  reached.  The  sturdy  backwoodsmen  were  repelled ; 
those  who  were  religiously  inclined  sought  other  teachers,  often  as  illiterate  as  them- 
selves, but  impassioned  and  scriptural ;  the  majority  lived  and  died  irreligious. 
The  churches  gathered  by  those  early  missionaries  were  bound  by  intensely 
Calvmistic  creeds;  they  were  feeble  forty  years  ago,  and  those  of  them  which  sur- 
vive are  feeble  still. 

This  picture  applies  to  large  sections  of  the  country,  and  I  believe  it  explains 
the  failure  of  many  of  the  early  Home  Missionaries  from  New  England  to  gain 
the  masses  to  the  New  England  faith  and  church-order.  Many  of  the  best  minds, 
indeed,  were  gained,  and  this  is  one  reason  why  Congregational  churches  through- 
out the  West  have  an  influence  quite  disproportionate  to  their  numerical  strength. 

Well ;  all  that  is  changed  now.  The  tendency  now  is  to  the  nepjlect  of  the- 
ology, and  that  is  a  danger  to  be  guarded  against ;  for  scientific  th^logy — which 
is  another  name  for  nineteenth  century  Calvinism — is  essential  to  deep  and  endur- 
ing pulpit  power.  Tlie  tendency,  however,  is  still  stronger  to  an  unconventional, 
manly,  energetic,  scriptural  style  of  preaching.  And  this  promises  great  things 
in  the  near  future.  When  our  fifty  thousand  preachers  begin  in  blood -earnest  to 
talk  the  gospel  to  the  masses,  the  country  will  have  been  already  in  effect  evange- 
lized. 

Blessed  be  Gk)d,  the  gospel  is  at  last  beginning  to  have  "  free  c6urse  I "  The 
sword  of  the  Spirit  is  at  length  drawn  from  the  scabbard ;  the  rust  of  ages  is  be- 
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ing  Bcourcd  away,  and  it  flashes  keen  and  terrible  in  the  new  day  which  bas 
dawned.     The  church,  armed  with  the  Word  of  God,  shall  conquer  the  land. 

That  Word  has  in  its  favor  the  im|)eri8ha)>le  religious  instincts  of  human  nature. 
The  perennial^ spirit  of  humanity  is  religious.  The  human  soul,  conscious  of 
dependence,  longs  for  God ;  conscious  of  sin,  it  longs  for  redemption ;  con- 
scious of  immortality,  it  longs  for  happiness  beyond  the  grave.  To  know 
God,  to  love  God,  to  be  one  with  God  forever,  that  is  the  goal  of  man's  deepest 
desires  and  hopes.  The  gospel  meets  and  satisfies  these  wants  and  aspirations, 
and  for  this  reason  it  must  prevail.  And  it  has  in  it,  and  with  it,  the  power  of 
God.  A  stratum  of  coal,  crop|>ing  out  upon  the  mountain-side,  looks,  to  an  un- 
scientific eye,  cold  and  dead.  The  man  of  science,  however,  sees  in  it  a  vastmsfls 
of  stored -up  energy ;  he  sees  in  it  a  thousand  mills,  a  thousand  ocean  steamers,  a 
thousand  locomotive  engines,  a  transformed  and  glorified  continent.  Snch  a  mine 
is  the  Word  of  God.  It  is  energy  stored  up  and  hidden  away  except  to  those  "who 
dig  for  it.  Set  it  free  by  preaching,  and  the  world  shall  soon  see  thousands  of  liv- 
ing churches,  thousands  of  thousands  of  genuine  converts,  scores  of  common- 
wealths nevv-bdm,  a  mighty  republic  evangelized. 

Shall  I  pursue  the  figure?  The  energy  stored  up  in  the  coal-mine  is  set  free 
when  it  is  transformed  into  heat,  and  this  transformation  is  effected  by  the  union 
of  the  all-embracing  oxygen  with  the  carbon.  No  oxygen,  no  fire ;  no  fire,  no 
energy.  The  Word  without  the  Spirit,  the  Pueuma  is  dead ;  but  as  the  oxygen 
flows  round  the  world,,  ready,  whei'cver  the  requisite  conditions  nro  suppliod, 
to  burst  into  flame,  so  the  Holy  Spirit  everywhere  attends  the  Word,  embracing, 
like  a  circumambient  ether,  preachers  and  henrere.  Hence  it  is  that  the  Word 
of  God  is  like  flre.  Hence  those  local  but  far-shining  conflagrations — so  numerous 
just  now — called  revivals  of  religion.  Hence  we  look,  in  these  latter  days,  for 
a  blessed  and  glorious  conflagration,  wide  as  the  continent,  which  shall  bum  to 
ashes  all  tilings  evil,  but  leave  for  the  admiration  of  mankind  and  the  glory  of 
God  a  purified,  regenerate,  consecrated  nation.  So  much  for  the  practicability 
of  thorough  and  speedy  home  evangelization. 

HI. — I^et  vs  consider,  in  conrlvsion,  some  of  the  reasons  why  this  worh  ought  to  he 
done,  and  done  soon :  **  Let  us  go  vp  at  once,  and  possess  the  land^ 

I  might  here  properly  insist  on  the  command  which  binds  the  disciples  cf  Chnst 
to  teach  all  nations,  and  show  that  they  are  to  **  begin  at  Jerusalem '' — that  is  to 
say,  at  their  own  doors,  in  their  own  country — but  my  present  purpose  is  to  show 
you  that  now  is  the  golden  opportunity  of  the  American  church  for  the  evangeli- 
zation of  this  continent ;  that  delay  and  inaction  at  the  present  time  would  be 
ruinous  both  to  the  church  nnd  the  nation ;  in  a  word,  that  the 'great  work,  if 
done  at  all,  must  be  done  quickly. 

It  is  with  nations  as  with  individuals:  the  plastic  period,  the  period  of  impres- 
sibility and  ductility,  the  period  when  character  is  formed,  is  early  youth.  The 
wildest  boy,  caught  young,  put  to  school,  and  well-trained,  will  probably  turn  out 
an  honest  man,  perhaps  a  hero ;  but  let  him  alone  a  little  while,  and  he  will  snap 
his  fingers  in  the  face  of  discipline.  Now  our  American  giant,  though  a  hundred 
years  old,  is  still  a  child ;  but  the  rapidity  of  his  growth  is  something  portentous. 
When  I  try  to  picture  to  myself  this  country  as  our  children  and  grandchildren 
will  see  it,  my  imagination  is  confounded.  The  sober  calculations  of  statists, 
based  on  the  ascertained  laws  of  population,  read  like  the  random  predictions  of 
a  lunatic.  Meditate  this  extract  from  Maclaren,  written  in  1853  for  the  Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica  : 

The  population  of  the  United  States  and  British  America  was,  "in  1850, 
22,000,000;  in  1875,  it  will  be  44,000,000;  in  1900,  88,000,000:  in  1925,  176, 
000,000.  This  would  be  about  forty  persons  to  the  square  mile,  only  one-seventh 
part  the  density  which  England  now  exhibits.  This  could,  of  course,  occasion  no 
pressure ;  but  let  us  suppose  the  annual  rate  of  increase,  after  1925,  to  fall  off  one 
jKjr  cent,  the  period  of  doubling  will  then  be  thirty-five  years.  In  1060,  the 
number  will  be  352.000,000 ;  in  1995,  it  will  be  704,000,000.''  Evidently  Maclaren 
might  have  omitted  British  America ;  for  the  increase  of  population  in  the  United 
States  alone  has,  up  to  the  present  time,  outstrip|)ed  his  astounding  figures.  Mak- 
ing the  largest  deductions  for  the  most  improbable  contingencies,  it  is  certain 
that  our  descendants,  within  a  century,  will  see  an  English-speaking  people  on 
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this  continent  of  500,000,000.    What  sort  of  national  manhood  will  this  be?    The 
present  feneration  will  decide.    Two  parties  are  struggling  with  desperate  energy 

for  the  mastery,  namely,  the  Roman  Catholic  and  the  secular,  or,  if  you  wiU, 
the  Atheistic. 

We  have  a  nominal  Roman  Catholic  population  of  about  seven  millions ;  but 
this  estimate  includes  not  only  children,  but  a  multitude  whose  religion  is  a  loose 
tradition  which  has  come  to  them  with  their  blood,  and  only  becomes  an  active 
principle  when  it  is  excited  by  the  violent  appeals  of  priests  and  demagogues 
to  clannish  prejudice.  Now,  notwithstanding  the  boasts  of  the  Romish  press  and 
hierarchy,  I  have  no  fear  that  popery  will  every  become  predominant  in  this  land ; 
but  unless  it  is  checked — and  it  can  only  be  checked  by  the  evangelization  of 
our  ignorant  Roman  Catholic  population — it  may  ruin  the  Republic.  Should  it 
become,  in  the  great  future,  the  religion  of  a  third  of  our  people,  it  is  easy  to 
foresee  the  evils  which  would  distract  and  oppress  the  nation ;  there  would  be 
a  powerful  theocracy  established  in  the  heart  of  the  Republic,  all  the  subjects  of 
which  would  be  bound  to  absolute  obedience  to  a  foreign  head,  wor8hi2)cd  as  the 
infallible  vicegerent  of  Qod ;  our  public  schools,  our  whole  system  of  popular 
education  would  be  overthrown,  and  the  already  thick  cloud  of  popular  ignorance 
would  darken  into  midnight  gloom ;  progress  in  science  and  the  arts  would  be 
arrested,  and  the  national  prosperity  would  be  blighted ;  unrepublican  and  un- 
American  ideas  would  be  diffused  among  the  ma^sses,  leading  them  on  through 
the  stages  of  revolution,  anarchy,  and  civil  war,  to  absolutism  ;  vice  and  immoral- 
ity would  widely  prevail ;  and  the  United  States  would  become,  not  a  larger, 
more  liberal,  purer  New  England,  but  a  more  corrupt,  more  distracted,  and  more 
miserable  Mexico.  To  avert  these  fearful  calamities,  the  armies  of  Israel  must  go 
up  AT  ONCE,  and  possess  the  land.     Rome  and  hell  never  sleep. 

But  there  is  another  army  in  the  field ;  that  of  Infidelity.  Should  this  army 
prevail,  what  would  be  the  results  ?  What  is  the  avowed  purpose  of  the  consider- 
able party— considerable  for  ability  if  not  for  numbers — which  is  now  laboring 
so  strenuously  to  get  control  of  the  American  mind,  and  so  of  the  mighty  future 
of  the  nation  ?  What  but  to  inaugurate  the  reign  of  godless  materialism  in  the 
whole  realm  of  Imman  thought  and  feeling  and  activity  ?  And  what  sort  of  a 
nation,  what  sort  of  a  world,  would  be  that  in  which  such  a  materialism  should 
bear  sway?  A  world  without  God,  even  in  dim  traditionai-y  sentiment;  a  world 
disenchanted  of  all  the  grandeur  and  loveliness  with  which  a  religious  imagination 
has  invested  it;  a  world  robbed  of  conscious  liberty,  crushed,  benimibed,  by  an  iron 
Fate,  ubiquitous,  perpetual,  inescapable ;  a  world  without  moral  order,  without 
moral  law,  wjthout  conscience,  unvisited  by  remorse,  unblessed  by  moral  self- 
esteem  ;  a  world  bounded  and  shut  in  by  the  leaden  horizon  and  sunless  sky  of 
death  ;  without  any  glimpse  of  fairer,  more  resplendent  spheres  ;  without  any  distant 
sky-bright  prospect  of  millennium  beyond  millennium,  rising  like  **  Alps  o'er  Alps" 
in  the  perspective  of  immortality;  a  world  without  any  Jacob's  ladder,  thronged 
with  supernal  forms  of  visitants  from  heaven  to  earth,  and  of  transfigured  saints 
ascending  from  earth  to  heaven ;  a  world  without  the  name,  or  memory,  or  won- 
drous example,  or  consoling  presence,  or  divine  sweetness,  of  Jesus  our  God  !  Of 
all  this  the  materialism  of  the  age  seeks  to  rob  mankind.  This  is  not  all ;  it  aims 
to  undermine  the  fair  superstructure  of  Christian  society,  or  rather  of  Christendom 
itself ;  for  what  is  intended  is  the  total  destruction  of  that  august  economy  of 
States  and  churches,  of  customs  and  institutions,  which  Christianity  has  nurtured 
into  such  wide-spread  growth  and  manifold  fruitfulness. 

Does  this  language  strike  you  as  too  strong  ?  My  friends,  it  is  not  yet  a  century 
since  a  combination  of  so-called  scientific  men  transformed  the  most  civilized  and 
polished  people  in  Europe  into  a  nation  of  cannibals. 

**  Is  there  reason  to  fear  that  our  American  people  will  fall  into  this  whirlpool 
of  materialistic  atheism  ?  V  The  masses  of  our  people  are  as  yet  untainted  with  spec- 
ulative infidelity ;  but  when  we  consider  the  materialistic  tendency  of  modem 
thought ;  when  we  consider  the  inevitable  and  intense  secularism  of  American 
life ;  when  we  consider  to  what  extent  the  advocates  of  materialism  have  gained 
the  public  ear,  we  cannot  but  feel  painful  misgivings. 

Wliat  then  shall  be  done  ?     How  shall  these  "  armies  of  aliens  "  be  put  to  flight  ? 
I  answer,  by  fre aching  ;  by  preaching  the  glorious  gospel  of  the  blessed  God, 
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and  by  the  Holy  Ghost  sent  down  from  heaven.  Nothing  can  stand  before  the 
Word  of  God.  Roman  Catholics  and  Infidels  cannot  be  won  by  controyersy,  much 
less  by  bitter  denmiciation,  but  only  by  preaching  remission  of  sins  through  the 
blood  of  atonement.  Let  the  good  news  sound  through  the  land.  Let  it  be  pro- 
claimed  in  every  street  of  every  city,  in  every  village,  in  every  hamlet,  in  cTery 
emigrants  hut,  in  every  miner^s  cabin,  in  every  lumberman's  shanty.  Let  the 
number  of  Home  Missionaries  be  at  once  quadrupled.  Send  to  the  scattered  set- 
tlements of  the  frontier  a  host  of  itinerants.  Let  all  our  laymen  consecrate 
themselves  to  God  as  missionaries. 

The  time  is  come  for  the  mobilization  of  the  armies  of  IsraeL  Too  long  have 
they  been  lying  in  camps  of  instruction,  and  behind  their  fortifications.  The  word 
which  now  sounds  through  all  divisions  of  the  host  is,  *'  March  !  March  I  March  !'^ 

Concentrate !  Concentrate !  Set  the  battle  in  array !  It  is  no  longer  a  war  of  out- 
posts. No  more  skulking  and  skirmishing  I  No  more  sectarian  jealousies  and 
rivalries  I  Let  the  whole  sacramental  host,  in  one  solid  mass,  be  hurled  upon  the 
common  foe! 

Bring  in  the  supplies  I  In  this  supreme  crisis  of  the  great  struggle,  let  Im- 
manuePs  military  chest  be  full  to  overflowing.  Let  money  be  poured  forth  like 
water.  Think :  it  is  for  our  country,  it  is  for  the  world ;  for  the  conversion  of  the 
world  depends  on  the  speedy  evangelization  of  this  land.     Bring  in  the  supplies! 

What  is  it  I  hear  ?  **  The  times  are  hard ;  the  country  is  in  distress ;  the  cause 
of  Home  Missions  must  waif  O,  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us  miserable  sinners! 
Money  for  houses  and  lands ;  money  for  horses  and  carnages ;  money  for  **  aesthetic 
furniture"  and  works  of  art;  money  for  summer  recreations  and  foreign  travel; 
money  for  the  concert,  the  opera,  the  lecture,  the  theatre ;  money  for  pearls,  and 
diamonds,  and  silks  and  India  shawls ;  money  for  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the 
devil ;  money  for  everything  but  the  salvation  of  our  country  !  Christ  gave  his 
precious  blood  ;  we  grudge  the  shreds  and  parings  of  luxury  and  fashion !  0, 
Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us,  mean  as  well  as  miserable  sinners !  While  we  wait  for 
the  means  of  giving  without  the  pain  of  self-denial,  or  even  of  painless  retrench- 
ment, the  country — this  sacred  land  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers — hastens  towards  its 
ruin  I 

Did  I  say  ruin  ?  I  retract :  the  country  shall  be  saved.  If  the  descendants  of 
the  Pilgrims  prove  recreant  to  their  principles,  deliverance  shall  come  from  some 
other  quarter.  Doubt  it  not,  this  shall  be  ImmanuePs  land.  I  see  it ! — I  see  it  !— 
our  country  in  the  latter  days.  I  see  the  continent,  from  the  line  of  eternal  frost  to 
the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  from  Newfoundland'to  the  Golden  Gate,  swarming  witht 
mighty  people  like  the  stars  of  heaven  for  multitude  and  gloi7„a  people  consecra- 
ted to  freedom,  knowledge,  virtue,  God ;  a  people  all  speaking  the  same  language, 
all  reading  the  same  Holy  Book,  all  singing  in  grand  acclaim  the  same  hymOi 
"  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  on  earth  peace,  good- will  towards  men  ! "  I  see  a 
vast  federation  of  commonwealths,  the  white  banner  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  float- 
ing over  them  all.  I  see  the  representatives  of  all  nations  thronging  to  our  capi- 
tax,  seeking  admission  to  the  mighty  family  of  Christian  States : 

*^  And  the  war-dmm  throbs  no  longer,  and  the  battle-flags  are  furled. 
In  the  parliament  of  man,  the  federation  of  the  world.'* 
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DAKOTA. 
J2m.  22.  Kirk,  SpringfiM, 

A  CRT  FOB  PRAYBR. 

E  are  still  at  Springfield,  though  I 
this  is  all  that  can  be  safely  said 
b  us.     Indeed,  judging  from  the 
progress  we  make  spirituaUy,  the 
ige    delivered,  to    the   Church    in 
is  might  be  only  too  appropriately 
ed  to    us,   viz. :      '*  Hiou    hast  a 
that  thou  livest,  and  art  dead." 
hat  we  may  have  grace  granted  to 
^hen  the  things  that  remain  and 
eady  to  die  I    The  people  here  are 
lore  interested  about  the  coming  of 
;ras8hopper  than  about  the  coming 
e  Lord,  though  told  over  and  over 
I  that  the  Lord^s  coming  is  not  a 
[venture,  as  is  the  case  with  earthly 
lities,  but  an  intense  certainty, 
e  long  talked   of  organization  at 
Homme  was    a  week  ago  to-day 
mmated  with  fifteen  members,  all 
ne  uniting  on  profession  of  faith, 
r  before  did  I  attend  a  meeting  so 
;e  with  spiritual  interest  and  profit 
mly  thing  lacking  was  the  presence 
my  who  love  and  pray  for  us  here, 
ire  the  joy  with  us.    We  have  had 
edcU  religious  interest,  but  a  health- 
growing  one.     Urging  the  accep- 
of  "  the  Truth  "  at  the  fireside  and 
;  field  may  account  for  the  organi- 
1,  so  far  as  regards  human  instru- 
ility.     What  matter  how  the  work 
nc,  while  the  result  is  one  ?    The 
il  would  seem  to  be  stripped  of  its 
essential  elements  should  it  fail  to 
the  human  heart  m  solitary  com- 
Qo  less  than  in  crowded  tabernacle, 
ce  with  me  over  what  the  Lord  has 
for  the  blood-bought  ones  in  Bon 
ne  Coimty.    The  encouragement  I 
received  there  makes  my  work  tol- 
3  here.     No  church  building  will 
•mmenced  till  we  see  whether  the 


harvest  will  amount  to  anything  or  not 
Pray,  dear  brethren,  for  th^se  poor  fron- 
tier regions,  that  God  may  grant  us  an 
abundance  of  material  and  spiritual 
good  1 

MINNESOTA. 
Hev,  L,  Kribs,  Eglon, 

HAIL-STONES. 

I  WBiTB  this  report,  not  exactly  in  the 
midst  of  a  hail-storm,  for  that  is  now 
passed.  I  made  the  effort  to  do  it,  but 
failed.  It  is  certainly  not  an  easy  mat- 
ter to  write  when  hail-stones  as  large  as 
hcn^s  eggs  are  raining  down  thick  and 
fast,  and  smashing  in  one's  windows  (as 
they  have  just  been  doing  for  me),  and 
these  accompanied  by  such  a  deluge  of 
rain  as  is  seldom  seen  in  this  country. 
What  the  effect  will  be  on  the  growing 
crops  I  cannot  say,  but  I  fear  great  dam- 
age has  been  done.  The  young  grass- 
hoppers threatened  us  with  utter  ruin 
early  in  the  season,  but,  by  some  means 
in  the  good  providence  of  €k)d,  these 
have  been  mostly  destroyed,  so  that  we 
were  bidding  fair  for  a  bountiful  har- 
vest I  hope,  then,  that  this  hail-storm 
has  not  done  very  serious  damage. 

[P.S.  I  have  examined  my  little  patch 
of  peas,  beans,  com,  etc.,  and  find  but 
little  left.  I  hope  that  I  have  taken  the 
most  of  this  storm,  but  fear  it  is  not  so.] 

THE  LOOK  OF  THE  FIELD. 

The  cause  at  Hawley  has  never  before 
looked  quite  so  cheering.  The  people 
are  more  attentive,  and  there  seems  to 
be  a  deeper  interest  in  the  Word.  But  I 
have  felt  a  good  deal  downcast  from  the 
fact  that  I  have  never  preached  so  long 
in  any  place  with  so  few  conversions. 

In  Eglon,  the  few  American  settlers 
are  entirely  surrounded  by  Norwegians, 
whose  ministers  do  their  utmost  to  pre- 
vent them  from  attending  our  services, 
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and  their  cbildren  from  attending  our 
Sunday-schools — going  so  far,  in  fact,  as 
to  warn  the  people  against  sending  their 
children  to  the  common  schools,  intimat- 
ing that  an  English  education  will  but 
be  the  means  of  sending  them  to  per- 
dition. In  this  they  arc  not  quite  suc- 
cessful, however.  The  rising  generation 
will  undoubtedly  become  Americanized, 
and  that  is  what  these  ministers  fear. 
Many  of  these  young  people  will, 
through  God's  Word  and  Spirit,  break 
away  from  the  influence  of  a  dead  faith 
to  serve  the  living  God.  In  this  confi- 
dence I  see  the  importance  of  maintaining 
the  ordinances  of  a  more  spiritual  faith 
before  their  eyes. 


IOWA. 

Bev,  L.  3,  Hand,  i^Zit  City. 

THE   YOUNO  CABED  FOR. 

Our  Sabbath-school  is  overflowing,  so 
that  we  hardly  know  what  to  do  with 
the  children  that  come ;  and  our  young 
people's  meeting  has  drawn  a  good 
number.  We  have  been  enjoying 
**  Bible  readings,"  taking  up,  phrase  by 
phrase,  our  **  articles  of  faith,"  and  for- 
tifying them  by  Scripture,  which  is  read 
by  those  to  whom  the  passages  are  as- 
signed. Thus  our  young  people  are 
made  familiar  with  the  Scripture,  and 
also  with  the  articles  of  our  Church. 
This  series  of  "  Bible  readings  "  will  run 
through  more  than  a  year,  and  has 
awakened  a  good  deal  of  interest.  It  is 
a  pleasant  thing  to  see  our  social  circle 
gathered  about  a  long  table,  Bible  in 
hand,  and  freely  conversing  about  these 
foundation  doctrines.  Some  twenty 
were  present  at  our  last  meeting. 


Hev  J,  A,  Palmer,  Sheldon, 

THB  PRESENT  DISTRESS. 

This  quarter  has  been  one  of  great 
anxiety  to  my  people.  With  the  coming 
of  warm  weather  and  the  time  for  seed- 


sowing  the  locusts  began  to  hatdi  oi 
in  great  numbers.  Many  people  ym 
without  seed,  and  could  procure  it  odjj 
by  mortgaging  their  teams.  Somek 
their  ground  lie  idle.  Those  who  put  a 
seed  did  so  with  many  feara  of  loa^ 
both  seed  and  labor.  A  great  mil] 
locusts  were  destroyed.  All  the  fannen 
fought  thenL  But  almost  every  dij  I 
was  said,  of  some  field  or  other,  ''Ai 
crops  are  all  eaten  up."  The  season  tai 
been  favorable  here  for  the  pests.  Hiq 
are  now  getting  their  wings,  and  we  faopl 
will  soon  be  gone ;  but  just  now  tiv) 
are  doing  more  damage  than  betal 
being  larger  and  more  voracioni.  A 
large  portion  of  the  fields,  perhaps  hilt 
have  been  eaten  off  entirely.  Otkii 
are  only  partially  injured,  while  a  fn^ 
are  not  hurt  at  alL  But  it  is  not  an 
common  thing  for  a  field  to  look 
promising  one  day  and  be  mined 
next  Two  of  the  members  of  our 
church  have  lost  their  entire  cropa 
everything  depends  on  the  crops, 
people  have  been  greatly  dish 
alternately  hoping  and  fearing, 
state  of  things  has  been  very  nn&vo 
to  our  religious  work.     But  the 

church  at  P is  becoming  com 

the  members  showing  affection  for 
other  and  also  in  the  work  which 
see  is  before  them  to  be  done.  Bit 
are  too  much  straightened  by 
'*  present  distress  "  to  do  anything 
towards  securing  a  house  of  wordupi 


Ret,  B,  A.  Deem,  SiNep. 

CLOUDS  AROUinX 

The  cloud  still  hangs    heavily 
us  and  does  not  break.     The 
have  been  moving  away  one  by  one, 
that,  within  the  past  two  or  time 
about  one-half  have  gona     Not  mc 
than  half  of  the  broken  gToimd 
sown  this  spring,   and  one-quarter 
what  was  sown  is  already  eaten  by 
'^hoppers;  "  the  unfledged  native 
The  first  army  of  raiders  came  in  J 
27th — a  month  earlier  than  last  year. 
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have  six  *' absentees**  from  the  church, 
four  of  whom  will  not  return,  and  more 
will  leaye  next  fall.  Because  of  meager 
rapport  we  have  to  return  to  no  **  help  ** 
in  the  house,  and  thereby  home  work 
eomes  back  on  me  again  for  the  com- 
fort of  my  family. 

But  there  are  some  encouragements, 
first,  our  Sabbath-school  is  regaining, 
and  the  congregation  somewhat  Also 
the  country  Sabbath-schools,  with  which 
our  members  are  connected,  we  re- 
opened this  summer  with  improved 
attendance.  Then,  too,  I  believe  my 
pastoral  visiting  (reaching  out  twelve 
miles)  has  been  more  welcomed  than 
before.  I  have  found  in  it  several  men 
and  women,  who  had  early  religious 
training,  more  tender-hearted  than  ever ; 
and  some  who  once  were  members  of  the 
Qhorch  elsewhere  confessing  their  back- 
sliding ;  and  skepticism  is  less  open  now 
than  two  years  ago.  And  yet  further, 
the  temperance  cause  still  gains  ground. 
It  is  believed  that  very  shortly  prohibi- 
tion will  be  established  in  our  village. 
We  have  no  saloon,  and  the  church 
stands  right  And  still  more,  much  as 
the  people  are  discouraged,  it  is  remark- 
able that  of  late  some  of  our  church  are 
hopeful,  and  are  taking  hold  for  the 
Church.  The  young  people  keep  up 
their  weekly  praycr-mceting.  The 
fellowship  between  the  churches  seems 
to  increase  as  we  meet  together  once  on 
the  Sabbath  and  in  the  weekly  prayer- 
meeting. 

P.  S. — Things  of  joy  and  sorrow  often 
go  together  and  in  company.  Friends 
in  my  native  town  have  paid  the  cost  of 
shipping  our  piano  to  us.  Already  we 
feel  both  younger  and  happier  for  it, 
and  regret  staying  west  ten  years  with- 
out it ;  feeling  too  poor  to  have  it  come, 
and  lacking  a  place  to  put  it 

The  third  army  of  raiding  '*  hoppers  " 
are  to-day,  July  8d,  flypg  over  to  the 
northwest,  probably  to  return  from  those 
nearly  uninhabited  regions  very  vora- 


Bev,  C.  Littlfy  Lewis, 

PERTINENT    QUESTIONS. 

Reviewing  the  revival  work  of  last 
winter  on  his  field,  this  pastor  writes: 
The  result  was,  that  the  majority  of 
our  church  members  were  greatly  quick- 
ened, about  twenty  persons  were  hope- 
fully converted,  and,  at  the  April  com- 
munion, ten  were  received  to  the  Church 
on  profession.  But,  while  we  desire  to 
be  truly  grateful  for  so  rich  a  blessing, 
and  to  render  continued  thanks  to  Qod 
for  his  undeserved  goodness,  we  feel 
that  much  more  ought  to  have  been  ac- 
complished, and  would  have  been  had 
the  faith  and  the  sacrifice  of  his  people 
been  equal  to  his  desire  to  bless  us. 

Here  and  elsewhere,  in  these  late  re- 
vivals, there  seems  to  have  been  a  lack 
among  Christians,  converts,  and  inquir- 
ers of  that  intense  earnestness  which  is 
bom  of  a  deep  sense  of  sin  and  a  reali- 
zation of  the  presence  of  God.  Is  this 
characteristic  of  the  revivals  at  the  East 
also?  Does  it  arise  from  the  lack  of 
preaching  the  terrora  of  the  law  and  the 
sinfulness  of  sin,  or  is  it  owing  to  new 
moods  of  thought  and  feeling  prevalent 
in  society  ?  Should  pastors  and  Christians 
seek  to  bring  back  the  experiences  of 
former  years,  or  should  they  regard  it  as 
the  will  of  the  Spirit  that  Love  is  to  be 
the  chief  motive  and  subject,  and  quiet- 
ness the  chief  characteristic  of  future 
revivals  ? 


MICHIGAN. 
Bev,  A.  L,  Chidley^  Benzonia. 

SONGS  IN  THE  NIGHT. 

The  past  has  been  an  exceedingly  sor- 
rowful, and  yet  a  joyful  quarter.  Hard- 
ly a  day  on  which  I  have  not  wept  like 
a  child,  and  scarcely  one  on  which  I 
have  not  rejoiced  with  great  joy.  My 
companion— the  "  desire  of  my  eyes  " — 
just  before  its  beginning  went  to  the 
«<  Dear  Jesus ''  whom  •  she  saw  on  her 
dying  bed.  She  has  received  the 
«  crown  "  which  she  saw  him  have  and 
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told  lis  of.  She  enjoys,  and  will  enjoy 
forever,  that  "  Bweet  sense  of  forgive- 
ness^^ of  which  she  spoke  so  often  dur- 
ing the  last  few  weeks  of  her  earthly 
life. 

•   I  bote  her  to  Ohio  for  burial,  but  has- 
tened back,  feeling  that  the  Lord  was 
^'  on  the    giving  hand,^'   that    he  was 
working  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  as 
I  am  sure  he  had  been  all  winter.    Prov- 
identially, Rev.  H.  E.  Brown,  of  Grand 
Rapids,  was  coming  here  on  the  same 
train.      Finding  the  harvest  so  abun- 
dantly ripe,  he  kindly  consented  to  labor 
with  me  in  gathering  it.     We  preached 
alternately  evenings,  and  visited  during 
the  day.     About  forty  were  hopefully 
regenerated  or  renewed.    It  is  difficult 
to  give  particulars.     Many  thought  they 
were  consecrated  years  ago,  but  had  long 
since  given  up  their  hope;   and  some 
more  recently,  but  they  also  had  become 
backsliders.      I  think  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  the  number  thirty  is  not  above  that 
of  those  who  were  in  truth  converted. 
Fourteen  now  stand  propounded  for  ad- 
mission to  the  Church. 

Many,  many  times  during  the  past  sad 
three  months,  I  have  had  occasion  men- 
tally to  exclaim,  "  Oh,  blessed,  blessed 
work  for  Jesus  I " 


Bev,  E,  L  Hurd,  D,  B.,  Benton, 

THE  SABBATH  IN  FRUIT  GARDENS. 

Tliis  quarter  falls  during  the  "fruit 
season'*  in  this  fruit  belt  of  the  State. 
Every  afternoon  and  evening  see  vehi- 
cles bearing  the  strawberries  and  cher- 
ries through  every  street  to  the  wharf. 
The  Sabbath  is  no  exception,  and  on 
that  day  also,  the  pickers,  mostly  women 
and  little  girls,  stay  away  from  church 
and  Sunday-school,  and  are  busy  in  the 
fruit  fields  under  plea  that  the  ripe  fruit 
must  be  gathered  and  saved. 

Many  of  the  best  growers  and  ship- 
pers say  that  this  is  not  a  valid  excuse, 
and  keep  the  Sabbath  with  equal  profits 
and  without  the  great  spiritual  loss 
which  others  incur.    This  class  includes, 


I  am  happy  to  say,  this  year  all  of  tlie 
church  members,  .and  most  of  this  con- 
gregation. I  preached  on  the  subject  tt 
the  beginning  of  the  season,  and  oar 
congregation  has  suffered  less  depledon 
since,  than  others  in  this  section.  There 
is  also  a  higher  tone  of  piety  in  the 
Church  than  before  the  general  revival 
of  last  winter. 


Bev.  N.  K,  EvartSj  Dorr, 
god's  harvestino. 

During  this  quarter  we  have  been 
gathering  some  of  the  revival  fruits 
reported  last;  thirty-seven  souls  were 
added  to  the  Church.  And  then  we  have 
had  seven  conversions  of  more  recent 
date,  two  of  them  so  interesting  that  I 
must  give  you  some  of  their  detaik 
These  were  a  father  and  son,  both  noted 
for  profanity  and  ungodliness.  The 
son,  a  lad  of  about  thirteen  years,  by 
some  means  was  induced  to  attend  Sab- 
bath worship.  Then  he  was  drawn  into 
the  Sunday-school,  and  was  deeply  im- 
pressed. During  the  week  he  was  set  to 
harrowing  with  the  team.  The  father, 
working  near  by,  soon  noticed  a  marked 
change  in  his  management.  There  was 
no  f retfulness,  no  fractious  dealing,  no 
profanity.  The  day  passed  away,  the 
team  was  put  out,  and  the  son  said, 
"  Father,  I  have  driven  the  team  all  day, 
and  haven't  sworn  any."  The  father  an- 
swered, "  Well,  I  am  glad  of  it"  His 
son  replied,  "I  don't  see  any  use  in 
swearing,  any  way,  and  I  believe  I'll 
quit  it  'T won't  do  me  any  hurt  to  quit, 
will  it  ?  "  **  No,  it  won't  do  any  hurt  to 
quit,  and  I  hope  you'll  do  it"  "But, 
father,  wouldn't  it  be  a  goed  thing  for 
you  to  stop  too  ? " 

That  father^s  heart  was  fulL  He 
could  make  no  reply,  and  turned  away 
to  hide  his  tears.  Now,  both  son  and 
father  are  candidates  for  the  Church. 

We  are  still  looking  for  more  coDve^ 
sions,  and  believe  the  Lord  will  bless 
according  to  our  faith  and  efforts.  To- 
morrow, the  first  of  July,  will  be  the 
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day  for  communion  in  the  First  Church, 
when  twenty-two  are  expected  to  enter 
into  coyenant.  One  of  the  fathers  of 
the  Church  said  with  tears,  he  had 
looked  long  for  a  blessing,  but  had  not 
been  prepared  for  so  great  a  one. 


NEW  YORK. 
Bet.  J,  H.  Goodell,  Spencertown. 

A  PLEA   FOB  THE  OLD  FIELDS. 

One  of  the  needed  qualifications  here 
is  patience.     We  are  too  near  the  valley 

of  the not  to  feel  the  strong  Dutch 

phlegmatic  element,  and  a  progressive 
leader  cannot  fail  to  feel  a  distressing 
hold-back  on  his  plans. 

Let  me  make  a  plea  for  missionaries  in 
old  fields.  Many  are  the  encouraging 
words  and  prayers  in  behalf  of  those 
**  on  the  frontier."  This  is  well — they 
need  both  of  these ;  but,  as  truly  does  he 
need  the  like  who  is  not  on  the  frontier. 
He  is  where  the  frontier  once  was ;  that 
has  now  moved   on,  and  with  it,  if  the 


need  for  a  missionary  has  not  disappear- 
ed, at  least  the  enthusiatm  has.  And 
this  enthusiasm  which,  being  spiritual- 
ized, is  unction,  is  what  a  missionary 
needs,  I  was  about  to  say,  above  all 
things.  There  is  sometimes  more  of  this 
in  a  '*  dug-out "  among  a  bootless  con- 
gregation on  the  frontiers  than  in  a  "  re- 
spectable" congregation  gathered  in  a 
comfortable  edifice  on  an  old  field.  Do 
not  then  let  the  missionary  here  be  for- 
gotten. He  may  not  need  barrels  of 
clothing  so  much,  but  he  does  need, 
second  to  none,  to  be  clothed  with  an 
enthusiasm  which  comes  from  above, 
and  is  shed  forth  upon  him  and  around 
him  in  answer  to  fervent  remembrance 
of  him  and  his  needs,  at  the  hour  and 
place  of  prayer.  Oh,  for  the  power  of 
the  Spirit  on  the  hearts  of  men !  More 
than  all  else  do  I  seek  and  yearn  for 
this  kind  of  prosperity.  Every  other 
kind  of  growth  sinks  into  nothingness 
compared  with  this — souls  saved  !  Oh, 
for  more  faith,  more  zeal,  more  impor- 
tunity, and  a  greater  baptism  from  God ! 


^Ht^^U1^tt^1Xik. 


THE  TREASURY. 

1.  QuAETBBLT  REPORTS,  Calling  for 
remittances  amounting  to  more  than 
$25,000,  are  now  (July  12th)  on  file  at 
these  rooms.  This  means  that  som^ 
missionaries  have  not  received  a  remit- 
tance for  six  months.  It  means  that 
'*  Reports  "  are  beginning  to  double  up, 
%.  e.,  that  a  second  quarterns  labor  is  com- 
ing to  be  reported,  while  yet  no  money 
has  been  sent  covering  the  first.  It 
means  that  the  credit,  the  good  name, 
and  the  Christian  feelings  of  many  mis- 
sionaries are  suffering.  It  means  a  neces- 
sity for  most  immediate  relief. 


2.  It  is  now  summer.  This  means, 
pastors  and  churches  largely  off  on  vaca- 
tion, men  away  from  home,  nothing 
doing,  everything  put  over  till  autumn, 
few  collections  or  offerings,  and  meager 
receipts  into  this  treasury,  ui^less  wise- 
hearted  pastors  and  churches,  that  do  not 
now  take  vacations,  take  instant  and  com- 
mensurate action ;  unless  wise-hearted 
men  and  women  who  are  able  to  meet 
such  an  emergency,  and  in  God^s  good 
providence  have  come  to  the  kingdom 
of  some  means  for  such  a  time  as  this, 
shall  step  forward  and  nobly  bear  the 
burden  and  heat  of  the  day ;  unless,  too, 
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the  wise-hearted  and  faithful  diflciples 
of  lesser  means  shall  see  and  believe  that 
their  gifts  also  are  of  much  account. 

8.  Brethren  on  the  field  !  Be  assured 
that  we  shall  crowd  supplies  to  the  front 
just  so  fast  as  they  are  received  or  can 
be  raised.  We  cannot  compel  gifts.  But 
they  do  not  sleep  en  route,  and  we  shall 
do  our  utmost  to  hasten  their  coming. 
We  are  in  constant  receipt  of  letters 
more  or  less  like  the  following : 

"I  suppose  I  cannot  look  for  my  re- 
mittance for  many  weeks  yet,  though  we 
are  in  pressing  need  of  it.  And  our 
wants  for  food  and  clothing  will  accu- 
mulate, and  debts  for  them  must  be  con- 
tracted. We  have  been  able  to  get 
scarcely  any  summer  clothing,  and  some 
of  our  family  have  scarcely  any  clothing 
suitable  to  wear  to  church.  But  I  doubt 
not  many  others  are  straitened  as  well 
as  we,  and  that  you  will  do  the  best  you 
can  for  our  relief." 

4.  Brethren  at  home  I  What  answer 
shall  we  make  from  you  ? 


HAS   IT    A   PARALLEL? 

The  Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  was  closing  its  last  financial 
year  with  a  great  falling  off  of  i-eceipts, 
and  a  large  debt  impending.  At  this 
juncture  a  widow  stepped  forward, 
$50,000  in  hand,  and  paid  the  debt ! 
Has  this  instance  its  parallel  ?  Does  it 
not  mark  the  dawn  of  a  new  day  ?  Will 
not  Christian  men  and  women  henceforth 
be  found  making  gifts  for  missions — 
home  and  foreign — on  the  same  scale 
for  largeness  that  they  have  used  in  en- 
dowing hospitals,  asylums,  and  other  such 
instruments  of  Christ  ?  Is  there  not  one 
to  whom  these  words  will  come,  that  can 
now,  in  this  hour  of  sore  need  and  trial, 
furnish  to  Home  Missions  the  parallel 
sought  ? 


THE    GOAL   OF  SELF-SUPPORT. 

It  is  most  difficult,  in  administering 
these  funds,  to  draw  the  lines  so  straight 


and  true  as  never  to  err.  There  are  men 
in  the  country  who  can  "  edit  a  paper, 
run  a  hotel,"  or  administer  a  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society  without  one  error — per- 
haps. But  they  are  not  so  frequent  as 
blackberries  in  July  and  August,  and 
generally  this  work  must  be  committed 
to  fallible  men ;  the  number  of  the  in- 
fallible is  too  small  to  go  round.  One  of 
the  chief  difficulties  in  this  Society  is 
so  to  draw  the  lines  as  to  help  only  the 
truly  needy ;  and  then,  to  help  them  only 
»o  much  and  8o  long  as  they  ought  to  be 
aided.  No  one  who  is  not  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  this  matter  will  be 
likely  to  judge  or  speak  with  entire  fair- 
ness on  this  subject  The  Executive 
Committee  is  perpetually  urging  efforts 
towards  self-support,  is  often  severely 
blamed  for  its  stringency  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  then  is  just  as  surely  blamed 
by  another  class  of  observers  for,  as 
they  say,  **  pampering  the  weak  churches 
and  making  them  yet  weaker  by  too  lav- 
ish grants."  What  shall  he  done  f  We 
propose  to  return  to  this  question  in  our 
next  issue.  Below,  we  give  extracts  from 
a  letter  representing  one  class  with  which 
we  are  in  hearty  sympathy.  No  name 
or  date  is  given,  for  obvious  reasons. 
But  the  letter  expresses  the  strong  feel- 
ings of  an  earnest,  honest  laborer  for 
Christ,  who  is  willing  to  endure  hard- 
ness, and  leave  the  stream  of  relief  to 
flow  on  to  regions  newer  and  more 
needy: 

"  It  is  not  my  wish  or  purpose  to  be 
long  connected  with  the  Home  Mission- 
ary Society  in  my  work  at 

For  churches  to  ask  aid  when  the  people 
dress  as  well  as  they  do  here,  live  In  as 
good  houses,  drive  as  good  horses  and 
buggies,  and  have  other  things  to  corre- 
spond, is  a  8hame*and  a  cause  of  weak- 
ness. I  have  so  little  sympathy  with  the 
piteous  cry  of  the  greater  portion  of 
these  churches  in  this  rich  farming  re- 
gion, that  I  am  not  likely  to  make  a 
very  contented  beneficiary,  unless  I  go 
where  the    people  are  really  destitute. 

When  I  went  to as  a  candidate,  the 

people  were    talking  of   applying  for 
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"  aid ; ''  bat  I  discouraged  it,  and  tbey 
started  out  as  a  self-supporting  church, 
though  having  less  financial  strength, 
and  less  of  the  luxuries  already  men- 
tioned, than  this  church  and  others  that 
I  am  acquainted  with.  One  reason  of 
my  coming  here  was  this,  that  it  seemed 
to  me  I  could  bring  this  people  to  do 
more  financially  than  they  had  been 
doing,  and  thereby  prepare  the  way  for 
self-support  They  pay  me  $200  more 
thaa  they  hare  paid  heretofore.  The 
total  amount  ($600)  was  as  little  as  I 
thought  I  could  lire  on.  This  is  a  fine 
farming  region,  and  there  is  a  large, 
intelligent,  and  enterprising  people  to  be 
reached  by  the  gospeL 

I  need  the  quarterns  appropriation ;  for 
my  expenses — do  the  best  I  can — are 
fully  equal  to  my  income  from  one  three 
months  to  another.  I  sometimes  long  to 
be  on  a  farm  or  in  business  where  I  could 
launch  out  and  make  some  money  for 
our  support  in  old  age.  And,  were  it 
not  that  God  had  called  me  to  this  work 
and  given  me  precious  tokens  of  his  fa- 
vor, I  should  take  my  four  boys  and  go 
somewhere,  and  make  a  permanent  home 
for  us.  But  why  worry  about  the  future  ? 
The  Lord  has  been  very  good  to  me  and 
mine.  We  have  been  able  to  keep  out 
of  debt." 


EXEMPLARY. 

"  Last  Sabbath  I  preached  to  both  of 
my  churches  from  Mai.  iii.  8-10,  apply- 
ing the  text  as  faithfully  and  practically 
to  ouraelves  as  I  knew  how,  reviewing 
the  Old  Testament  system  of  tithes,  and 
the  New  Testament  principle  of  steward- 
ship, and  proposing  to  both  churches 
that  we  immediately  become  self-sustain- 
ing, and  mare  than  self-sustaining,  by 
devoting  at  least  one-tenth  of  our  income 
(reckoning  myself  as  one  of  the  breth- 
ren) to  the  service  of  the  Lord.  The 
sermon  was  kindly  and  thoughtfully  re- 
ceived in  both  churches.  What  the  result 
will  be  I  am  unable  yet  to  say ;  but  of  one 
thing  I  am  confident — it  did  them  no 
harm.       What   our  home    missionary 


churches  need  is  not  to  be  told  that  they 

are  poor,  but,  *  You  can  do  it,  with  Gtod's 

blessing,  if  you  will.'    The  Church  of 

Christ,  the  world  over,  is  dying  for  want 

of  consecration.    May  the  Lord  baptize 

the  churches  of  America  with  such  a 

spirit  as  will  enable  them  to  take  the 

sixth  chapter  of  Luke  literally,  and  the 

poor  heathen  and  the  angels  in  heaven 

would  rejoice  together." 

The  writer  of  the  above,  with  a  wife 
and  four  children,  receives  from  his  two 
churches  $326  a  year,  and  from  the  Ohio 
Home  Missionary  Society  $225  a  year, 
making  the  whole  salary  (of  which  he 
proposes  to  give  one-tenth)  $550.  I 
send  this  extract  from  a  private  letter, 
as  an  example  of  the  spirit  in  which  our 
missionary  brethren  respond  to  the  at- 
tempt to  make  our  Ohio  churches,  under 
God,  self-reliant  and  self-sustaining. 

S.  W, 

OLXTSIiAllD. 


A  CORRECTION. 

Through  haste  in  transcribing,  the 
June  number,  page  86,  is  made  to  report 
forty  hopeful  conversions  at  Michigan 
Center,  Michigan.  Under  date  of  June 
26th,  the  missionary  there,  Rev.  J.  L. 
Crane,  says :  **  Some  time  since  I  wrote 
you  with  regard  to  a  series  of  meetings 
held  in  this  church.  I  stated  that  there 
were  upwards  of  forty  who  had  risen  or 
come  forward  for  prayer,  and  several 
conversions.  ...  I  would  be  glad  to 
have  this  correction  made,  as  I  love  to 
have  everything  go  before  the  public 
just  as  it  is." 


THE   HOPEFUL    THING   TO   DO. 

The  "  Missionary  Committee  "  can  do 
much  towards  giving  efliciency  to  the 
missionary  work  in  the  Association: 
First,  by  studiously  planning  the  fellow- 
ship meetings  and  the  meetings  of  Asso- 
ciation, with  a  view  at  once  to  ascertain 
the  destitute  neighborhoods,  and  the  un- 
supplied  or  inefficient  churches.  Then,  by 
arranging  that  these  places  shall  be 
visited,  and  carefully  wrought  by  such 
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forces,  from  other  and  adjacent  fields,  as 
may  be  necessary  to  revive  the  work  of 
the  Lord  and  to  build  waste  places. 

In  the  meetings,  this  very  autumn, 
the  Association  might  well  take  a  day  to 
consider  how  the  churches  can  exert 
their  power  over  the  whole  field,  and 
arrange  for  such  difision  or  union  of 
forces  that  all  the  churches  shall  share 
the  blessings  of  pastoral  labor,  as  the 
Hebrew  people  shared  the  manna.  He 
that  had  gathered  much  had  nothing 
over,  and  he  that  had  gathered  little 
had  no  lack.  Many  a  self-sustaining 
church  is  made  stronger,  and  many  a 
pastor  more  permanent,  by  working  in 
fields  outside  the  parish  proper,  where 
no  gospel  is  yet  preached,  and  no  real 
victories  won  for  Christ. 

When  Eastern  and  Central  New  York 
was  missionary  ground,  New  England 
ministers  went  for  weeks  and  months, 
with  horse  and  saddle-bags,  to  preach 
the  gospel  and  to  lay  foundations.  The 
work  that  is  needed  now  is  not  so  much 
the  heralding  of  glad  tidings  as  the 
bringing  of  souls  to  a  decision  and  to  a 
life  for  Christ — a  popular  movement 
Godward,  to  the  Father*s  house  and 
love,  and  to  the  eternal  kingdom !  The 
stronger,  the  larger,  and  the  more 
wealthy  churches  need  the  benefit  of 
such  a  movement,  and  need  to  participate 
in  it,  to  make  their  own  faith  evident 
and  to  realize  their  consecration  to  Christ 
They  need  the  work  for  exercise,  in  order 
to  healthful  growth.  With  some,  how- 
ever, there  is  a  decided  unwillingness  to 
allow  their  minister  to  be  absent  from 
his  post.  '*They  need  his  whole  time 
and  strength.''  '*He  is  liable  tp  take 
cold,  have  a  sore  throat,  break  down  by 
overwork.**  These  objections  have 
force.  Regard  must  be  had  to  what  is 
right  and  just ;  yet,  to  what  is  right  in 
Ood^%  estimate.  There  is  a  higher  law 
in  force  here — ^the  law  of  brotherly  love, 
the  obligation  to  bring  this  world  to 
Christ ;  (compel  them  to  come  in) ;  the 
duty  of  making  oneself  useful;  a  law 
whose  application  would  often  lay  upon 
a  church  the  necessity  of  going  forth 


with  the  pastor  to  adjoining  fields,  and 
working  there  in  missionary  effort 
'*My  people,'*  said    a    dty    pastor, 

'*  seem  to  have  no  idea  of  personal  work, 
and  to  feel  under  no  obligation  to  do  it^* 
It  is  not  in  cities  alone  that  those  who 
come  into  the  Church  at  a  later  period 
seem  to  themselves  only  as  visitors  or 
guests,  sharing  no  responsibility  for  the 
efiiciency  and  success  of  the  organization. 
It  would  be  a  happy  thing  for  such,  if 
they  felt  that  the  law  of  the  house  was 
usefulness,  that  the  Church  was  an  or- 
ganization for  work,  and  that  the  whole 
sisterhood  of  churches  was  divinely 
charged  with  the  care  of  the  field  all 
around. 

In  the  exercise  of  such  care  the  weaker 
churches  would  be  helped.  They  would 
be  more  si)eedily  provided  with  pastors, 
and  the  new  pastor  would  reach  an  en- 
larged efficiency  on  a  wider  field  than 
that  afforded  by  the  pew-holders  of  his 
congregation.  In  this  common  care  and 
general  oversight,  within  the  bounds  of 
an  association,  ministers  and  brethren 
could  more  completely  meet  all^  wants. 
With  their  varied  gifts,  they  would  sup- 
plement each  other.  The  ev^gelist,  the 
edifying  teacher,  the  personal  worker, 
the  stable  and  wise  counsellor,  would 
severally  enlarge  their  fields  and  enlarge 
their  powers  of  influence. 

Is  not  this  the  meaning  and  intent  of 
fellowship  %  Should  not  the  accession  of 
a  pastor  be  not  merely  the  supply  of  one 
church,  but  the  enriching  of  all  the 
churches?  Is  not  this  the  true  concep- 
tion of  ministerial  labor,  the  divine 
apostleship  of  the  ministry  ?  Is  not  this 
work  necessary  ?  Is  it  not  the  most  hope- 
ful thing  to  do  ? 

M.K  W. 


IN  MEMORXAM. 

0ns  of  our  best  missionaries  has  gone 
to  his  reward.  Rev.  John  N.  Powell, 
bom  in  Clinton,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  T.,  Oct 
22,  1818,  died  in  Medford,  Minn.,  June 
27,  1877. 

He  graduated  from  Hamilton  Ck>U^ 
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in  1840.  He  then  taught  for  two  years ; 
the  succeeding  throe  .were  spent  in  theo- 
logical study — two  at  New  Hayen,  the 
third  at  Auburn,  N.  T. 

In  the  autumn  of  1845,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  E.  Walrath,  of  Chitte- 
nango,  N.  T.  Being  then  under  commis- 
sion from  the  A.  H.  M.  S.,  he  reported 
at  once  to  ''Father  Keith,''  at  Galena, 
111.,  by  whom  he  was  sent  to  labor  in 
Joe  Daviess  and  Stephenson  Counties. 
Laboring  first  at  Chelsea,  he  was  unani- 
mously and  Tery  urgently  called  thence 
to  Winslow,  to  "  settle  for  life,"  before 
there  was  any  church  organization,  and 
when  not  one  of  those  who  joined  in  the 
call  was  a  member  of  any  church.  Here 
he  built  a  home  and  remained  till  the 
winter  of  1858-9.  A  church  building 
was  erected,  partly  by  his  own  hands, 
and  a  church  of  fifty  members  gathered, 
the  only  one  then  between  Galena  and 
Freeport.  At  this  tinoe  he  was  rarely 
without  four  preaching  places,  and 
often  rode  thirty  miles  and  preached 
three  times  a  Sabbath.  No  wonder  that 
he  broke  down  and  was  compelled  to 
leave  I 

After  a  short  rest,  he  undertook  the 
supply  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Peterboro,  N.  Y.,  and  at  the  same  time, 
with  Ids  wife,  the  charge  of  the  academy 
there.  In  1861  he  accepted  that  of 
the  Polytechnic  Institute  at  Chittenango, 
N.  Y. 

So  soon  as  health  was  restored,  he 
yearned  for  his  chosen  work  of  preach- 
ing the  GospeL  Early  in  1864  we  find 
him  settled  and  at  work  with  the  church 
m  Rosendale,  Wis.    Here  he  spent  about 


six  years.  In  May,  1870,  he  was  called 
to  Plymouth,  Wis.,  remained  there  five 
years,  and  in  August,  1875,  began  work 
in  his  last  field,  Medford,  Minn.  In 
nearly  every  parish  he  has  built  a  ohurch 
or  parsonage,  or  both. 

From  every  side  we  hear  that "  he  had 
not  one  enemy."  This  was  by  no  means 
because  he  was  simply  good.  His 
preaching  was  plain,  pungent,  and  bibli- 
cal. In  few  missionary  houses  have  we 
seen  more  prayerful  desire  and  study  for 
the  best  spiritual  good  of  the  people. 
They  knew  that  he  loved  them.  His 
life  was  not  only  one  of  toil,  but  sacri- 
fice. His  experience  was  fully  up  to 
that  of  the  "  Prairie  Missionary." 

His  last  sickness  was  brief.  The 
whole  system  seemed  as  if  crushed  by 
the  attack.  Only  at  intervals  was  he 
rational,  and  then  his  thoughts  were  on 
his  Saviour  and  his  work. 

He  died  as  one  closes  the  eyes  in  sleep. 
On  the  29th  of  June,  in  the  church 
where  only  the  second  Sabbath  before 
he  had  preached,  people  gathered  from 
all  the  region  around  to  join  in  the  last 
services.  Seven  ministerial  brethren,  five 
of  whom  took  part  in  the  services,  bore 
him  to  his  buriid.  Addresses  were  made 
by  Revs.  Wilke  of  Faribault,  Leonard  of 
Northfield,  and  Cobb  of  Minneapolis. 
The  Baptist  and  Methodist  ministers  of 
the  place  testified  in  warm  terms  their 
appreciation  of  the  deceased.  The  audi- 
ence was  one  of  sincere  mourners.  To 
that  people  and  to  every  church  which 
our  brother  has  served,  "  the  memory  of 
this  just  man  will  be  blessed." 

L.  H.  C. 


American  Congregational  Union. 

Rev.  Rat  Palmer,  D.D.,  Sbo.,  69  Biblb 
House,  New  York. 

Rev.  Chbistofhbb  Cushino,  D.D.,  Sec., 
20  Congregational  House,  Boston. 


N.  A.  Calkikb,  Treas.,  69  Bible  House, 
New  York. 

Wb  write  these  lines  while  in  attend- 
dance  on  the  meetings  of  the  Gkneral  As- 
sociations of  some  of  the  great  €k\AJu^^\. 
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the  interior,  where,  we  are  happy  to  say, 
we  have  been  most  kindly  received  and 
very  patiently  heard  in  relation  to  the 
church-building  work.  It  is  a  great 
pleasure  to  meet  so  many  excellent  breth- 
ren and  -enjoy  days  of  fellowship  with 
them,  and  listen  to  their  able  essays  and 
discussions.  It  awakens  the  best  hopes 
to  see  such  bands  of  laborers  in  the  field. 
Among  many  strong  impressions  made 
on  us  in  attendance  on  these  meetings, 
is,  that  of  the  urgent  necessity  there  is, 
that  the  leading  pastors  and  laymen  of 
each  State  should  hold  themselves  re- 
sponsible for  the  welfare  and  growth  of 
the  new,  and  in  most  cases  weak  church- 
es within  their  own  bounds.  It  is  the 
not  unnatural  tendency  of  things,  for 
the  churches  that  have  good  and  com- 
fortable houses  of  worship,  even  though 
they  have  themselves  been  aided  in  se- 
curing them,  to  forget  that  there  are 
many  others  that  are  yet  suffering  for 
the  want  of  them ;  and  that  the  law  of 
love,  as  well  as  the  progress  of  Christ's 
cause,  lays  on  them  the  sacred  obliga- 
tion to  extend  a  helping-hand  to  these. 
It  strikes  us  that,  notwithstanding  the 
good  feeling  and  fellowship  which 
generally  exist  among  the  churches  and 
ministers,  there  is  something  less  of  that 
deep  and  practical  sympathy  with  each 
other  now,  in  the  days  of  comparative 
prosperity  and  strength,  than  there  used 
to  be  in'  these  States  in  the  early  days, 
when  they  were  all  struggling  together. 
We  well  remember  the  days,  for  example, 
when  a  few  leading  men  of  Christ-like 
spirit  and  broad  views,  here  in  Illinois 
and  Iowa,  seemed  to  bear  the  whole  of 
these  States  upon  their  hearts ;  and 
while  attending  to  their  own  special 
work,  went  everywhere  after  the  primi- 
tive fashion,  ''confirming  the  churches,** 
and  taking  care  that  none  should  faint 
and  be  discouraged.  There  is  certainly 
danger,  now  that  the  Congregational 
churches  have  become  so  numerous  and 
some  so  strong,  that  the  exhortation — 
'*  Look  not  every  man  on  his  own  things, 
but  every  man  also  on  the  things  of 
others,"  will  be  but  partially  regarded: 


and  that  the  new  and  young  churches 
will  not  receive  the  moral  support  and 
the  material  support  they  need.' 

As  the  movement  to  extend  the  help- 
ing-hand to  the  churches  on  the  frontier 
and  in  the  new  fields  was  started  by  the 
appeals  and  the  efforts  of  the  leading 
brethren  in  the  Western  States,  so  there 
is  need  that  these  brethren  should  care 
for  it  and  in  all  practicable  ways  urge  it 
forward  now.  The  contributing  churches, 
and  those  that  should  contribute,  but  do 
not,  ought  still  to  hear,  from  time  to 

time,  the  voices  of  earnest  appeal,  as  they 
so  often  did  at  first,  from  the  men  whose 
names  are  best  known  to  them  and  carry 
the  greatest  weight  Then  it  would  be 
better  understood  by  those  who  give 
not  to  the  Con^egational  Union^  but 
through  that  to  the  needy  and  suffering 
churches.  But  if  no  such  voices  come 
to  the  stronger  churches  of  the  East  and 
of  the  West,  it  becomes  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult for  the  Congregational  Union  alone 
to  keep  alive  the  interest  and  enthusi- 
asm which  are  necessary  in  order  that 
the  treasury  of  the  Union  may  be  con- 
stantly i-eplenished  for  its  work.  It 
seems  to  us  that  the  time  has  nearly  or 
quite  come  when  the  churches — say  of 
Michigan,  Illinois,  and  Iowa — should  be 
able,  by  the  annual  contributions  of  their 
churches  to  the  Union,  to  enable  it  to  re- 
spond to  all  the  appeals  for  aid  that 
should  comd  to  it  from  within  those 
States;  and  even  do  something,  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  to  send  help  to  the  regions 
on  beyond.  Will  not  the  more  influen- 
tial brethren,  in  these  large  and  wealthy 
States  that  used  to  be  called  the  West, 
take  hold  of  this  work  anew  ?  Eastern 
Christians  are  beginning — not  to  feel,  for 
they  have  so  felt  for  a  considerable  time 
— but  to  #«y,  somewhat  emphatically, 
that  the  churches  of  these  States  must 
rally  to  the  aid  of  the  Union,  if  it  is  to 
help  them  build  sanctuaries  for  the  new- 
ly organized  churches  of-  their  own  and 
other  States. 
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Am^rioan  OoIl«ge  and   Edaoation  So- 
ciety. 

Rby.  Incrbaab  N.  Tarbox,  D.D.,  Sec. 

Jambs  M.  Gordon,  Esc^,  Treas. 
Office,  No.  32  Cong.  Hoose,  Boston. 

Money  may  be  sent  either  to  the  Treas- 
urer, in  Boston ;  or  to  Rev.  Chablbs 
P.  Bush,  D.D.,  89  Bible  House,  New 
York. 

In  the  present  paper  we  desire  espe- 
cially to  emphasize  the  fact  that  the  Edu- 
cation Society  is  pressingly  in  need  of 
help.  The  drift  of  the  times  has  been 
against  us  now  for  two  or  three  years, 
and  the  same  drift  increases  the  calls 
upon  us  for  aid.  Many  young  men  who 
would  find  local  and  private  assistance 
in  prosperous  times,  are  cut  off  from 
these  resources,  and  so  make  their  appli- 
cation to  us.  The  financial  depression 
which  has  been  resting  upon  the  country 
diminishes  our  receipts  from  the  churches, 
diminishes  the  income  from  our  invested 
permanent  funds,  and  delays  the  pay- 
ment of  some  legacies.  We  have  been 
trying  to  do  our  work  amid  these  diffi- 
culties, but  have  been  obliged  to  cut  the 
young  men  short  in  their  appropriations, 
while  our  treasury  has  been  all  the  while 
kept  in  a  low  state.  In  such  times  as 
these  a  society  like  ours  suffers  more 
in  proportion  than  such  prominent 
societies  as  the  American  Board.  Many 
churches  will  continue  to  contribute  to 
these  and  drop  out  the  smaller  benevo- 
lent organizations.  With  the  young 
men  now  upon  our  list  it  requires  be- 
tween eight  and  nine  thousand  dollars  to 
make  the  regular  quarterly  appropriation 
of  $25  to  each  of  them,  and  the  quarter- 
days  in  our  office  come  frequently.  There 
are  many  Congregational  churches  on 
our  broad  field  who  seldom  make  an 
offering  to  this  cause.  We  would  ap- 
peal with  earnestness  to  all  who  read 
tliis,  asking  their  assistance  either  as  in- 
dividuals, or  in  connection  with  their 
churches.  On  the  tenth  of  October  we 
shall  be  called  upon  for  the  autumn 
appropriation.  Our  treasury  is  now  al- 
most empty,  and  the  summer  season  is 
not  so  favorable  for  the  income  of  our 


Society  as  the  winter  and  spring.  For 
all  these  reasons  we  need  to  impress  up- 
on the  members  of  our  churches  that  the 
young  men  now  passing  through  their 
course  of  education  are  greatly  troubled 
and  hindered  in  their  plans,  by  the  fail- 
ure of  the  Society  to  meet  their  expecta- 
tions. One  hundred  dollars  a  year  is  a 
small  sum  in  these  times,  but  when  this 
is  cut  down  one- quarter  or  one-half, 
great  distress  is  occasioned  to  hundreds 
of  young  men  who  have  been  depending 
upon  the  full  and  regular  payments.  We 
can  give  only  what  we  have  to  give. 
Any  debt,  beyond  what  is  merely  tempo- 
rary, we  are  determined  not  to  contract. 
The  Society  has  had  no  such  debt  now 
for  more  than  thirty  years.  It  tried  the 
experiment  once  and  that  was  sufficient. 
Our  permanent  funds,  amounting  to 
about  $80,000  are  safely  invested,  and 
in  prosperous  times  yield  about  $6,000 
a  year.  But  dividends  have  been  less  in 
these  times  of  financial  straitness.  The 
difference  here,  however,  would  not  be 
great.  Our  chief  deficiency  comes  from 
the  diminished  contributions  of  the 
churches. 

In  this  paper  we  are  speaking  espe- 
cially of  the  educational  department  of 
our  work.  The  contributions  from  the 
churches  go  chiefiy  to  the  young  men 
pursuing  their  studies  for  the  ministry. 
The  college  department  depends  more 
upon  the  larger  gifts  of  the  wealthier 
few.  That  department  also  suffers  in 
these  times,  but  we  are  pleading  now 
especially  for  the  young  men  in  colleges 
and  theological  schools,  whose  way  is 
hedged  up  by  the  failure  of  the  Society 
to  pay  thei  r  regular  appropriations.  Let- 
ters from  these  young  men  come  to  our 
office  almost  daily,  stating  the  difficul- 
ties of  their  position.  One  such  letter, 
just  received  after  giving  the  facts;  con- 
cludes thus :  **  I  am  thankful  indeed  for 
your  kind  consideration,  and  would  not 
be  understood  as  murmuring,  but  only 
present  my  case,  hoping  that  you  wiU  do 
what  you  can."  Another,  received  a  day 
or  two  since,  says  :  "  I  beg  your  pardon 
for  the  liberty  I  have  taken  in  writing 
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you,  but  all  the  apology  I  can  offer  is  the 
exigency  of  the  case.  I  am  greatly  em- 
barrassed by  the  failure  of  the  Educa- 
tional Society  to  make  the  usual  appro- 
priation at  this  season  of  the  year/'  etc. 


Any  help  which  can  be  giyen  from  in- 
dividuals or  churches  will  be  most  grate- 
fully received,  and  can  be  sent  according 
to  the  directions  at  the  head  of  this 
article. 


^p^0intmtnU  In  gutt^  1877. 


Not  in  eommiitUm  lout  jfear. 

Rev.  O.  M.  F.  Cheniiigton,  Byraome  and  out-statioius 

Neb. 
Ber.  Henry  P.  Page,  Hanrard  and  ont-Btationa,  Neb. 
Bey.  John  J.  Wilson,  Gl^ur  Greek,  Kan. 
Ber.  A.  J.  Belknap,  Borne,  Qlaagow,  and  Wooster, 

Iowa. 
Ber.  James  P.  Gallger,  ICanston.  Wla. 
Bev.  Darius  Bettes,  Big  Prairie  and  Crotxm,  Mioh. 
Bev.  John  Holway,  White  Clond  and  Alleyton,  Mich. 
Bev.  Ira  B.  Jones,  Freeport  and  East  Irving,  ifich. 
Ber.  Frank  B.  Olds,  PottenriUe,  Mich. 
Ber.  Henry  D.  Kuts,  Elkhart,  Ind. 


As-oommitftonad. 

Ber.  Phares  Harrison,  Behome,  Fidalgo,  and  Bamlsh, 
Wash.  Ter. 

Bev.  WiUiam  A.  Tenney,  Hydeaville  and  Yaker  Creek, 
Gal. 

Bey.  Walter  M.  Barrows,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Bey.  George  B.  Godington,  Medary,  Dakota. 

Bey.  Ledyard  E.  Benton,  MapleyiUe^  Jalappa,  Hooper 
and  Dayis  school-house.  Neb. 

Bev.  Charles  S.  HarriBon,  York  and  ont-stationK,  Neb. 

Bev.  Henry  Davioe,  Arvonia  and  Osage  City,  Kan. 

Bev.  Isaac  M.  Froy.  Sterling,  Kan. 

Bev.  Edward  A.  Mirick,  Altoona  and  Buffalo,  Kan. 

Bev.  Lemuel  Pomeroy,  Mubootah  and  New  Maiden. 
Kan. 

Bev.  George  W.  Skinner,  Valley  Brook,  Pleasant  Val- 
ley, and  Salem  Hall,  Kan. 

Bey.  Wilbur  Fisk,  Freeborn,  Hartland,  Berlin  and 
Lemond,  Minn. 

Bev.  David  Jenkins,  Monticello,  Minn. 

Bev.    David    W.  Bosenkrans,    Little    Falls,    Belle 


Prairie,  Oak  Bidge,  Buckman  and  oat«tationi% 

Minn. 
Bey.  Adam  Simpson,  Fairmont   and  Chain    Laka 

Center,  Minn. 
Bev.  William  W.  Snell,  Bushford  and  Yucatan,  Minn. 
Bev.  Isaac  F.  Tobey,  Brownsdalo,  Minn. 
Bev.  Harvey  Adams,  Bowens  Prairie,  Iowa. 
Bev.  Daniel  M.  Breckenridge,  Ft.  Dodge,  Iowa. 
Bev.  Benjamin  A.  Dean,  Sibley,  Oilman  station  and 

Greenes,  Iowa. 
Bev.  David  Knowles,  Grand  Biver,  Center  and  out- 

stationR,  Iowa. 
Bev.  George  B.  Hansom,  Waverly,  Iowa. 
Bev.  William  Spell,  Greenwood  Center,  Iowa. 
Bev.  Daniel  A.  CampbeU,  Big  Spring,  Jackson,  and 

Westfleld   Wis. 
Bev.  Horatio  M.  Case,  Allcn^s  Grove,  Win. 
Bev.  Owen  P.  Clinton,  Ellington,  Hortonville,  Clin- 

tonville,  Grocnvillc  and  Dupont,  Wis. 
Bev.  WUllam  Haughton,  Viroqua,  Wis. 
Bev.  Chester  W.  Hlnmau,  Clear  Lake,  Clayton  and 

ouD-stations,  Wi«. 
Bev.  Heman  SafEord,  West  Hoeendale  and  Metomcn, 

Wis. 
Bev.  George  W.  Wainwright,  Franksville  and  Bay- 

mond.  Wis. 
Bev.  William  E.  CaldwcU.  Pentwater,  Mich . 
Bev.  WUllam  L.  Camp,  SrajTna.  Grattan,  and  Ala- 

sonvillc,  Mich. 
Bev.  John  L.  Mailc,  Jackson,  Mich. 
Bev.  Otis  B.  Watens  Heriwy  and  Rood  City,  Mich, 
Bev.  Jesse  A.  S.  Wordcn,  Ada,  Mich. 
Rev.  Samuel  OUerenshaw,  Laclede  and  Meadville,  Mo. 
Bev.  Andrew  J.  Smith,  Neosho  and  out-stations.  Mo. 
Bev.  George  A.  Coleman,  Bartlett,  111. 
Bev.  Lewis  Wilson,  Montgomery  and  Uart  Township, 

Ind. 
Bev.  Irving  L.  Beman,  Morrisania,  N.  Y. 


tttipU   itt  fttttf,    187  7. 


MAINE— 110.00. 
Topehan^  by  Bev.  N.  W.  Grover  flO  00 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE— 99.60; 
Dnubarton,  First,  by  O.  P.  Wilson,  9  66 

VEBMONT— 18.00. 

Vt.  Dom.  Miss.  Boo.,  by  J.  B.  Emery, 
Treas.,  8  00 

MA88ACHUSETTS— 91,864.51. 

Mass.  Home  Miss.  Soc.,   by  C.  Demond, 

Treas.,  1,600  00 

Brimfleld  Benev.  Soc,  by  &.  Homer,  96  60 

Jpewicb,  a  Friend,  120  00  I 


Northampton,  First  Parish,  by  J.  L.  War- 

riner,  |131  48 

Sheffield,  First,  by  T.  C.  Wickwire,  3  00 

South  Hadley,  teacherA  and  pupils  of  Mt. 

Holyoke  Sem.,  by  Miss  J.  E.  Ward,  18  58 

Sutton,  Legacy  of  Miss  S.  Leland,  by  H.  A. 

Tracy,  60  00 

West    Newbury,    Sabbath- school    of    the 

First,  by  C.  Dame,  15  00 


BHODE  ISLAND— $20.00. 
Slatersvllle,  by  W.  H.  Seagrave, 

OONNEOTICXJT— $3,088.U5. 

Bridgeport,  Mrs.  C.  Palmer, 
Daiien,  by  J.  C.  Mather, 


SO  00 


10  00 
27  UO 


1877. 


THB  HOME  HIS8I0NABT. 


107 


«8  00 

1  00 

18  80 


?7  60 
9  86 
18  46 
11  40 
33  UO 


Bafldd,  Pint,  bv  J.  W.  Johnaon,  936  68 

Bnex,  First,  by  Ber.  A.  8.  Qaidiner,  33  71 

Fkirbavea,  Fint,  by  W.  Hemingway,  46  00 

Greens  Farmi,  by  B.  Been,  9d  58 

Hanover,  by  Bev.  L.  H.  Barber,  86  10 
Hartford,  On  aooonnt  of  Legacy  of  Sophia 

B.  Lord,  by  C.  B.  Growc  Ex.,  6  78 
Harwinton,  On  account  of  LegJM^  of  Mnu 

SarahB.  Hayes,  byS.  I.  Logan,Bx.,      1,800  00 

Hifnjannm,  by  8.  Oladwin.  10  OC 

KiUingworth,  by  J.  Bnell,  17  83 

KiUingwortta,  H.,  8  00 

Heriden,  Centre  Ob.,  by  Ber.  N.  B.  Wood,  86  60 

HUford,  First,  add'L,  by  B.  B.  Piatt,  14  00 
Ht.  Carmel,  by  F.  T.  Jarman,  to  const.  Q. 

H.  Allen  and  E.  J.  Diokennan  L.  ITs.,  60  78 

New  Britain,  Centre  Ch.,  by  H.  P.  Btrong,  380  94 
New  Haven,  Gh.  of  the  Bedeemer,  by  J.  B. 

Baldwin,  160  00 
Davenport  Ch.,  by  F.  W.  Pardee,  66  00 
New  London,  Legacy  in  fnllof  Ellen  John- 
ton,  by  W.  WUson,  Ex.,  989  66 
Old  Lyme,  by  Mrs.  J.  A.  Bowland,  86  66 
Somers,  by  C.  P.  Pease,  86  75 
West  Haven,  HrH.  George  Tattle,  to  const 

Miu  A.  £.  TutUe  a  L.  M.,  80  00 
WiteonviUc,  •»  The  Widow's  Mite."  by  Bev. 

T.  L.  Shipman,  10  00 

Woodbury,  First,  by  J.  H.  Linsley,  87  10 

XBW  YORK.— $130.80. 

Ballston  Spa,  Titus  M.  Mitchell,  80  00 

Barry  viUe,  by  Ber.  F.  Kyte,  76 

Bridgewater,  by  Rev.  L.  W.  Church,  6  00 

Coventry,  First,  by  Bev.  B.  G.  Wicks,  13  00 

Crown  Point,  A  Friend,  10  00 

Vlmthing,  First,  by  W.  H.  Lendrum,  31  76 
Henrietta,  First,  by  Bev.  G.  Strasenbnrgh,       6  80 

Jame^port,  by  D.  Warner,  6  00 

Prattsburgh,  Mrs.  Lucius  Waldo,  10  00 

Volney,  First,  by  Bev.  W.  W.  Warner,  80  00 

We«it  Winfleld,  by  Bev.  L.  W.  Church,  9  60 

KEW  JERSEY— $1.00 

Bloomfield,  Miss  F.  TJflCord,  1  00 

I>ENN  SYLV  ANLAV  $15.00. 

West  Spring  Creek,  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Bond,         15  00 

VIRGINLA.— $16.39. 

Falls  Church,  First,  by  W.  W.  KJngsley,  16  39 

OHIO— $8.90. 

Tallmadge,  C.-C.  Wright,  8  90 

INDL/LNA— $12.30. 

Angola,  Firist,  by  Rev.  E.  Andrews,  10  00 

Hart  Township,  Montgomery  and  Oakland 
City  add'l,  by  Bev.  L.  Wilson,  3  20 

XLLINOIS— $15.00. 

Chesterfield,  by  Bev.  B.  Loomis,  10  00 

Newark,  Horace  Day,  6  00 

inSSOURI- $24.50. 

Barton  City,  by  Mrs.  M.  G.  Murch,  3  50 

Cahoka,  by  J.  Bennett,  3  60 

Hannibal,  by  Bev.  R.  West,  7  50 
Lathrop,  $5.70 ;  Mt.  Carmel,  $1 ;  by  Bev. 

8.  D.  Cochran,  D.D.,  6  70 

Pahnyra,  Rev.  J.  F.  Graf  and  wife,  6  00 

laC  HIGAN— $277.44. 

Received  by  Rev.  L.  Warren : 
Alpine  and  Walker, 
Farwell,  Bev.  James  Hall, 
Traverse  City, 

Beccived  by  Bev.  W.  B.  Williams : 
Ceres  and  Newton, 
Charlotte, 
Leroy, 
St.  Johns, 
UnioaCi.,,  _    m« 
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Augusta,  $10.48;  London,  $3;  by  Ber. 

Ni  D.  Lanphear,  $18  48 

Bethel  and  East  Gilead,  Union,  addl,  by 

Rev.  L.  P.  Rose, 
Clare,  by  Rev.  A.  H.  Morris, 
Coral,  by  Rev.  S.  Snider, 
Dexter,  Maria  B.  Fiekl, 
Memphis,  Woman  sMisiL  Soo.,  l^Mrs.  W. 

P.  Russell, 
Oakwood,  by  Rev.  M.  A.  Bullodr, 
Borneo,  by  M.  Loud, 
Saugatuck,  by  E.  B.  Wright, 
South  Boston,  by  Bev.  8.  E.  Busser, 

WISCONSIN— $1§8.89. 

Columbus,  Olivet,  by  J.  I.  Adams, 
Delavan,  by  W.  A.  Oocbrane, 
^Ellenboro  and    Jamestown,    by  Rev.  N. 
Mayne, 
Milwaukee,  8.  C.  W., 

Milwaukee,  Spring  street,  by  L.  A.  Warren, 
Oshkosh,  by  Rev.  F.  B.  Doe, 
Shopiere,  by  Bev.  W.  D.  Webb, 

IOWA— $885.49. 

Becelved  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Pickett : 
Davenport,    J.    Fath,  $6;    M. 

Bach,  $8,  $8  00 

Wilton.  10  00 

Wittemburg,  1  10 


Alden,  Bev.  H.  H.  Bobbins. 
Chapin,  addU,  by  Rev.  N.  T.  Blakeslee, 
Humbolt,  by  Rev.  C.  W.  Wiley, 
Kellogg,  First,  by  Rev.  H.  8.  Thompson, 
Lakeville.  $1 ;  Spirit  Lake,  $8 ;  by  Rev. 

J.  R.  Upton, 
Lansing    Ridge,    German,    by   Rev.    P. 

Weidmann, 
Le  Mars,  by  Rev.  A.  E.  Arnold, 
Marion,  by  Rev.  W.  A.  WaterJian, 
Ogden,  Firnt,  by  Rev.  E.  H.  Martin, 
Osage.  Avails  in  part  of  sale  uf  land,  dona- 
tion of  D.  J.  Watkins, 

MINNESOTA— $59.38. 

Elgin,  by  Rev.  H.  Willard, 

Fairmont  and  Wostford,  add*!,  by  Rev.  A. 

Simpson, 
Marshall,  by  Rev.  H.  C.  Simmons, 
Plainview,  by  Rev.  H.  Willard, 
Sauk  Centre,  First,  by  flev.  A.  J.  Pike, 
Worthington,  Union,  by  Rev.  H.  B.  TuUIe, 

KANSAS— $148.58. 

Dover,  70c.;  Itfaple  Rapids,  $4.03 ;  by  Rev. 
A.  MatMoo, 

Dry  Creek,  Welsh,  by  Rev.  H.  Roes, 

Elmdale,  by  Rev.  C.  A.  Richfurdson, 

Eureka,  by  Rev.  E.  E.  Rogers, 

Lawrence,  Pilgrim,  by  Rev.  A.  M.  Rich- 
ardson, 

Louisville,  $5.75;  A.  Benton,  6;  Bev.  J. 
Scotford,  $6 ;  by  Bev.  J.  ^cotford, 

Manhattan,  a  Lady,  by  Rev.  D.  B.  Coe, 
D.  D., 

Maple  Hill,  by  W.  Crosby,  Treaa,  Kansas 
H   M.  Soc. 

PhillipsburgV  ReV.  G.  O.  Blake, 

Qninduro,     $11.88;     Wyandotte    Forest, 
$1.63,  by  Rev.  F.  E.  Sherman, 

Russell,  First,  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Ashley, 

Vienna,  Rev.  L.  E.  Sikea, 

Washara,  by  Rev.  W.  R.  Egleston, 

Wellsville,  add'l,  by  Rev.  B.  Crosby, 

NEBRASKA— $31.44. 

Ashland,  $10.33;  Rock  Creek,  $3.16;  by 

Rev.  A.  Farwell, 
Ha8ting^  First,  by  Rev.  J.  Whislow, 
Norfolk,  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Kidder, 
Waveriy,  by  Rev.  M.  F.  Piatt, 
DAKOTA— $10.76. 

Blk  Point,  by  Rev.  J.  Oakley, 


390 
13  60 
15  00 
IQiOO 

800 

11  50 

41  81 

750 

600 

4  69 
18  30 

V8  36 
83  00 
35  00 
48  36 
16  60 

19  10 
860 
8  40 
800 

40  00 

400 

8  75 

10  00 
66  89 
28  00 

65  45 


5  78 


358 

19  70 
30  33 

7  50 

8  50 

473 

80  00 

1  >K) 

30  36 

7  00 

15  76 

500 


3  06 
1  50 

18  00 

500 

31  36 

14  00 

3  16 

13  89 
6  60 
765 
6  00 

10  75 


^ 


108 


THE    HOME   MISSIONARY. 


AnguBt,  1877. 


CALIFORNIA— $16.00. 
Claytotu  by  Rev.  L.  H.  MeiKle, 
Napa  City,  Mre.  E.  B.  Spencer, 
Weaverville,   A.    Fetier,  by   Rev.   A.  T. 
Jacknon, 

WASHINGTON  TERRITORY— f  16.40. 
Bhokomish,   Mimion  Ch.  of    Christ   and 
Sabbath-Bchool,  by  E.  Eeils, 

BOMB  MISSIONARY. 


$5  00 
10  00 

1  00 


FOR  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  WORK, 
[See  Leajlet  for  particular^.] 


15  40 
13  85 

|6,183  88 
488  63 

$6,G2:;i  51 


DonatUnu  of  ClotMng,  etc 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Ladicn^  Sew.  Soc.,  by  Mrs. 
S.  B.  Hallidax.  three  boxen. 

Eant  Hampton,  Ma»<.  LadieH*  Soc.  of  Payeon 
Ch.,  by  L.  A.  Ferry,  box  and  freight,  |160  00 

New  Haven,  Ct.,  Ladies*  Home  Mi«8.  Soc.  of 
First  Ch..  by  S.  L.  French,  two  boxes  and 
two  com.  sets  566  68 

Ladies  of  Third  Ch.,  by  Mrs.  H.  Beebe, 
box,  860  00 

New  York  City,  the  State  Charities  Aid  As- 
soc., bundle  of  pamphlets. 

Providence,  R.  I.,  LadieH,  by  Mrs.  M.  I. 
Fuller,  box,  150  00 

Beoetpu   of  the  Matmchti^etUt    Home  MUtionary 
Sodety^  in  June,  Chabum  Dsmond,  Treat. 


Alford, 

Amesbiiry  au'l  Salif>bury,  by  E.  A.  Johnson, 

Amherst,  South,  by  R.  B.  Bridgenuin, 

Arlingtun, 

AtUeboro,  West,  First,  by  A.  H.  Robinson, 

Boston  Highland. 

Shawmut,  Branch  S.  S., 

Union, 

Village, 

Vine,  mon.  con., 
Braintree,  First,  by  A.  B.  Keith, 

South, 
Cambridge,  Estate  of  J.  8.  Horton, 
Charlton,  S.  S.. 
Chebiea,  Miss  A.  M.  Dutch, 
Coleraine,  by  D.  L.  Sammis, 
Concord,  Trin., 
Dover, 

Charles  River, 
Dunstable, 

East  Hampton,  by  S.  D.  Lyman, 
Fairhaven, 
Fitchbnrg,  Estate  of  Mrs.  Frances  C.  Hale, 

by  Daniel  Meiwengcr,  Ex.,  residue, 
Framingham,  Saxon  ville,  Edwards, 
Georgetown,  By  field,  Mrs.  A.  B.  Jackman, 
Grantville, 

Great  Bnrrington,'  First,  by  J.  R.  Prindle, 
Greenfield,  First,  by  D.  L.  Sammis, 
Greenwich,  Ladies'  Home  Miss.  Soc..  by  Mrs. 

F.  S.  Allen, 
Hampden    Bcnev.    Aeaoc.,    Charles 

Marsh,  Tr. : 
^    Ludlow,  |96  00 

Monson,  118  06 

Bpriugfield,  First,  43  84 


$:>0  00 
10  00 
10  00 
51  52 
10  00 
55  83 
48  66 
8  63 
30  27 

10  00 
17  «» 

11  67 
600  00 

14  18 
10  00 

15  00 
22  00 

8  03 

2  09 

10  00 

61  »8 

83  11 

96  00 
3U  44 
5  00 
58  58 
60  76 
10  ou 

28  60 


Heath,  by  D.  L.  Sammis, 

Hubbardston,  S.  S., 

Lakeville, 
S.  S.  ,  by  J.  W.  Panll, 

Lawrence,  Lawrence  St.,  by  I.  L.  I^trtridge,^ 
South, 

Leicester,  S.  S.  of  First,  by  W.  Warren,  Supt, 

Littleton,  Otis  Manning, 

Lynn,  First, 

Maiden,  Find,  by  H.  M.  Smith, 

Medford,  Mystic  8.  S., 

New  Braintree, 

New  Hampshix^s,  H., 

Newton  ville,  by  H.  C.  Hay  den. 

New  Marlboro,  Legacy  of  Mrs.  Betsey  Ste- 
ven- to  const.  Harry  Sheldon  and  Hany  G. 
Sheldon,  L.  Ds., , 


$182  40 
6  75 
6 
81 


86 
16 


20  11 

76  84 
17  60 
19  77 
60  00 
67  66 

77  23 
80  21 
88  18 

1  00 
88  15 


200  CO 


Northampton,  Edwards,  by  E.  B.  Wakefield,    |7«  17 

No.  Brookfleld,  First,  by  J.  E.  Porter,  41  80 

Norway,  Me.,  Mrs.  Mary  K.  Frost,  J  00 

Pepperell,  10  iS 

Pomfret,  Ot.,  Mrs.  P.  V.  Markham,  8  00 
Shelbume,   First,  by  D.  L.  Sammis,  county 

Tr.,  » K 

Falls,  by  D.  L.  Sammis,  county  Tr.,  *4  « 

Stookbridge,  Mr*.  Annie  L.  Bodwell,  5  00 

Sadbury,  by  D.  C.  Jones.  8S  fi8 

Taunton,  Ladies  of  Westvllle,  8  00 

Union,  89  36 

Uxbridge,  First,  by  W.  W.  Thayer,  55  00 

Wakefield,  155 17 

Wellesley,  College  Miss.  Soc.,  6  2S 

Williamsburg,  by  W.  A.  Hooks,  18  M 

Windsor,  A  Friend,  8  ti 
Wobom,  Ladies'  Charitable  Soc.,  to  const. 

Mrs.  Horace  Conn.  L.  M.,  SO  00 

Woolwich,  Me.,  D.  C.  F.,  10  00 

Worcester,  Piedmont,  by  D.  Wheeler,  41  76 

Union,  by  P.  L.  Moen,  83  » 

A  Friend,  8  00 

Home  Miasionaiy,  CO 


For  Sunday-School  Work  [nee  particular 
ackuowlodgments  in  Le({/le(], 


|2,7b3(S0 
178  68 

f  3,962^ 

Donations  of  Clothing^  etc.^  received  at  (he  qfice  nf 
the  Maeti.  Home  Mies.  Soc.^  Boeton. 


Ayer,  by  Mrs.  J.  Garfield,  barrel, 
Braintiee,  Miss  L.  Abby  Wild,  barrel, 
Boston,  Wf»t  Roxbury,  barrel, 
Cambridgeport,  Prospect  St.,  by  Mrs.  R.  L. 

Sears,  2  barrels, 
Dorchester,  Second,  box  and  4  barrels, 
Hubbardston,  by  Mrs.  D.  Stow,  barrel, 
Medford,  West,  barrel, 
Middleboro,  by  Mrs.  J.  Bullard,  barrel, 
Newton  Centre,  by  Miss  H.  S.  Cousens,  two 

barrels, 
Pcabody,  by  Mrs.  H.  S.  Bobbins,  barrel, 
Stockbridge,  by  Mrs.  Ed.  Br^lcy,  barrel, 


190  34 
79  00 

850  (H) 

167  00 

400  OU 

38  UO 

40  K 

i'lOO 

18R00 
45  00 
88  00 


Receipts    of  the    Connecticut    Home    MVulonan 
Otfcteti/,  in  June^  Wasd  W.  J.100B8,  TVea». 

Ashford,  by  Rev.  C.  P.  Groevenor,  |16  55 

Bolton,  by  Rev.  W.  E.  B.  Moore, 

East  Lynnc,  by  George  Griswold,  Tr., 

Fairfield,  First,  by  O.  B.  Jennings  t^*  con- 
tributed by  Esther  J.  Jennings,  to  consti- 
tute Mrs.  Ellen  L.  Seely,  of  St.  Louis,  a  L. 
M., 

Georgetown,  by  E.  G.  Bennett, 

Hartford,  South,  by  James  H.  Jarman, 
Pearl  St.,  by  John  B.  Kldridge, 
Centre,  by  A.  R.  Skinner,  addM, 

New  Hartford,  South,  by  Edmund  Watson, 

Norfolk,  by  Rev.  John  F.  Gleasou,  $100,  to 
const.  John  B.  Eldridge  a  L.  D., 

Reading,  by  T.  M.  Abbott, 

Thomaston,  by  P.  Darrow, 

Willimantic,  by  Rev.  Horace  Winslow, 

West  Winsted,  Second,  by  John  Hinsiiale, 

Wilton,  by  Rev.  S.  J.  M.  Merwin, 

'|668« 


lUOO 

soo 


147  » 

15  89 

100 

11185 

600 

10  75 


BecetpU  of  the  Ohio  Home  MisHonttrp  SocMr« 
tM  Juha,  F.  C.  ScBsiOKft,  Ireae. 

Harmar,  by  D.  Putnam,  $18  50 

Mineral  Ridge,  by  T.  O.  Pritchard,  10  OO 

Oberlin,  First,  by  H.  Hulburd,  8U  OC 

Received  by  Rev.  S.  Wolcott,  D.D., 

Sec.: 

Akron,  Mrs.  Pollie  Upson,  dec, 
by  W.  H.  Upson,  $250  00 

Charlestown,  by  A.  B.  Cnrtiss,  6  00 

Wakeman,  by  Rev.  C.  C.  Crcegan,     80  00 


f888S0 


^h  Mmt  Mummtv 


Oo, Pbbach  the  Gospel Markxvi,  15. 

How  shall  they  preach  except  they  be  sent  ?  .  Ham,  x.  15. 
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SYSTEMATIC  GIVING  IN  OUR  CHURCHEa 

BT  BEY.    inCHAEL   BUBNHAM. 

[The  yery  great  interest;  and  pleasure  awakened  by  this  essay  at  the  meeting  in 
Chelsea,  last  Jane,  will  be  extended,  we  are  sure,  through  a  much  wider  circle  by  its 
present  publication.  The  subject  is  one  of  vital  importance.  We  make  no  apology 
for  its  repeated  appearance  in  these  pages.  Before  all  others,  Mlsitioriary  churches 
need  the  benefit  of  practicing  systematic  giving.  At  this  very  time  the  existence  of 
Bome  of  them  depends  on  its  being  adopted.  We  regret  that  want  of  toom  has  com- 
pelled curtailment]. 

The  theme  assigned  me  at  this  General  Association  of  the  Congregational 
Churches  of  Massachusetts  is,  '  The  Duties  of  the  Churches  in  sustaining  our 
Benevolent  Societies.'  ...  ' 

What  I  have  to  say  in  this  direction  I  can  say  better  by  making  the  following 
divisions : — 

1.  God  intended  his  church  to  be  a  benevolent  church. 

So  speak  the  prophecies  concerning  God's  treasury :  *  Surely,  the  isles  shall  wait 
for  me,  and  the  ships  of  Tarshish  first  to  bring  thy  sods  from  far,  their  silver  and 
their  gold  with  them,  unto  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God.' 

The  Old  Testament  is  full  of  injunctions  to  benevolence,  *Thou  shalt  surely 
give  thy  poor  brother,  and  thy  heart  shall  not  be  grieved  when  thou  givest  unto 
him.'  '  Honor  the  Lord  with  thy  substance,  and  with  the  first  fruits  of  all  thine 
increase.' 

So  are  the  teachings  of  Christ  equally  plain.  If  the  Gospels  utter,  "  Go  ye  into 
all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature,"  the  Epstles  continue, 
"He  which  soweth  sparingly  shall  reap  also  sparingly;  and  he  which  eoweth 
bountifully  shall  reap  also  bountifully."  God  intended  his  church  to  be  a  benevo- 
lent church.  He  has  set  the  poor  by  her  side,  and  the  worid  with  its  darkness  and 
ignorance  is  at  her  feet ;  into  it  she  is  sent  to  preach  Christ  and  him  ( rucified. 

Nor  is  this  all.  The  actual  development  of  her  Christian  life  is  dependent  on 
her  putting  herself,  a  living  sacrifice,  upon  the  altar  of  consecration.  The  sancti- 
fying of  the  church,  wrote  a  gifted  son  of  the  church,  will  advance  no  faster  than 
the  evangelizing  of  the  world,  and  in  order  that  the  church  may  be  sanctified,  she 
not  only  may  but  must  give  '  scope  to  her  benevolent  affections.'  It  may  strike 
us  that  there  is  a  vast  difference  between  the  urgency  of  God's  call  **  Give"  and 
the  application  which  the  church  makes  of  the  energy,  and  the  self-sacrifice  of  love 
which  enables  her  to  give.    The  church  is  not  yet  fully  awake  to  God's  call.    She 
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has,  by  no  means,  made  application  to  ber  life  of  the  diyine  law,  '*  Give,  and  it 
shall  be  given  unto  you.*'  Her  faith  staggers  at  the  promise.  She  needs  to  take 
God  at  his  word. 

n.  God^s  methods  of  grace  are  such  as  to  make  his  people  voluntary  givers,  and 
not  mere  ]>assive  receivers.  When  we  come  to  possess  '  the  mind  of  Christ,*  and 
have  learned  ^  to  present  our  bodies  a  living  sacrifice,'  then  he  looks  to  us  for  the 
gifts  which  love  prompts ;  for  then  we  have  come  to  look  at  a  world  of  the  lost 
and  the  dying  as  God  views  it,  with  a  heart  of  compassion  ready  to  make  sacrifice. 

For  economic  reasons  and  from  here  and  there  an  impulse,  let  us  say  bom  in- 
directly of  the  Spirit  of  God,  there  is  something  done  outside  the  church  for  the 
spread  of  the  gospcL  But  the  world  will  not  build  churches,  or  preach  the  gospel 
It  will  build  mills,  and  ships,  will  explore  gold-fields,  will  plant,  will  labor.  But 
the  gospel  must  be  sent  if  the  world  is  to  have  it,  and  the  bvrden  of  sending  it 
falls  upon  the  regenerate  life  in  the  church.  Christ  knew  that  his  disciples  alone 
would  have  the  spirit  to  evangelize  the  world,  they  alone  have  the  spirit  of  the 
world's  Redeemer ;  and  to  them  he  said,  *  Go  ye.'  In  loyalty  to  her  Lord,  the  duty 
and  work  of  the  church  is  plain.  This  world  of  living  forces  is  to  be  bronght  to 
the  feet  of  the  Redeemer.  We  can  never  restate  or  modify  the  command  of  Christ 
so  that  it  shall  mean  that  this  hope  and  duty  and  privilej^;*.  «  f  evangelizing  the 
world  has  not  been  given  to  the  church. 

Now,  God  aims  to  secure  this  as  a  voluntary  service.  A  religion  of  fire  and 
sword  may  send  its  armies  afield ;  a  religion  of  superstition  and  fear  may  build  its 
massive  structures  by  wresting  money  from  the  hard-earned  wages  of  the  poor. 
Not  so  must  the  service  in  the  church  of  Christ  be  rendered.  The  gospel  scheme, 
from  beginning  to  end,  is  a  great,  voluntary  system.  *  God  so  loved  the  world 
that  he  gave  His  Son.'  We,  if  true  disciples,  so  love  God  that  in  consecration  we 
give  ourselves,  our  all — ^in  personal  love  for  a  personal  Lord. 

Again,  in  voluntary  service,  God  aims  to  secure  a  consecrated  development 
When  we  speak,  however,  of  consecrated  development,  we  do  not  mean  that  all 
persons  wlio  possess  an  equal  property  are  to  give  away  equal  sums,  nor  that  all 
are  to  give  the  same  proportion  of  an  income.  One  man  may  be  able  to  give  a 
quarter  or  a  third  of  all  his  income,  while  another  cannot  so  easily  give  a  tenth. 
The  one  gives  merely  out  of  the  comforts  of  life,  the  other  out  of  its  actual  neces- 
sities ;  his  frugal  table  must  actually  suffer  and  his  children  go  poorly  clad  as  a 
rcstdt.    That  is  not  an  equalizing  of  gifts. 

Nor,  again,  does  consecrated  development,  as  bne  has  well  put  it,  mean  that 
Christians  are  to  draw  the  line  and  say,  *  My  property  shall  never  increase  beyond 
this  amount,'  '  At  this  point  I  will  give  all  my  income.'  There  are  other  considert- 
tions  to  come  into  the  account  Undoubtedly,  for  many  this  would  be  a  wise  con- 
clusion. Few  men  in  the  community — fewer  than  we  think — are  able  to  handle 
wisely  and  well  half  a  million.  Many,  as  possessions  increase,  do  not  grow  with 
them,  have  not  the  ability  to  ttse  them,  and  actually  go  into  spiritual  decline. 
Their  riches  have  eaten  like  a  canker  into  the  soul. 

Consecrated  development  means  that,  as  material  power  increases,  spiritual  life 
must  pervade  and  make  it  its  own.  We  can  outgrow  a  present  proportionate  sys- 
tem of  giving  as  surely  as  we  can  outgrow  the  clothes  of  childhood.  A  gentle- 
man who,  by  the  blessing  of  God  and  hard  work,  had  risen  from  a  position  of 
comparative  poverty  to  a  '  well-to-do '  position  in  life,  came  one  day  to  his  pas- 
tor, and  with  satisfaction  pointed  out  the  fact  that  he  gave  systematically  and  to 
every  claim  the  usage  of  the  church  put  upon  him ;  but,  with  all  his  boasted  aye- 
tern,  he  forgot  that  the  sum  total  of  his  giving  remained  just  about  the  same  as  in 
his  days  of  poverty.    That  was  not  consecrated  d^odopmmt.    The  lore  of  raottey 
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was  choking  the  Word.  How  true  it  is  that  accumulation  often  paralyzes  the 
moral  ability  to  give  I  How  great  the  difference  between  living  to  ticcumulate  a 
world  and  living  to  redeem  a  world  I  William  Arthur,  in  his  lecture  on  *  Gold 
and  the  (lospel,'  mentions  the  case  of  a  man  who,  when  m  comparative  poverty, 
was  accustomed  to  give  a  pound  for  a  certain  good  work,  and  when  he  became 
wealthy,  he  reduced  his  gift  to  half  a  crown ;  of  another  who,  at  the  urgent  solici- 
tation of  two  clergymen,  promised  five  shillings  for  the  benefit  of  a  poor  family, 
and  afterwards  refused  to  give  it,  on  the  ground  of  so  many  houses  and  increased 
taxation  I  Verily,  the  human  soul  may  become  a  whirlpool,  always  absorbing  and 
never  satisfied.     It  may  shrink  to  a  point,  and  ache  for  very  littleness. 

I  cannot,  on  the  other  hand,  forbear  to  mention  an  instance  of  consecrated 
power  in  the  perhaps  oft-cited  case  of  a  Boston  merchant,  who  in  1821,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-three,  drew  up  and  subscribed  to  the  following  covenant,  and  adhered 
to  it  until  his  death,  at  thirty-six :  *  By  tlie  grace  of  God  I  will  never  be  worth 
more  than  $50,000.  By  the  grace  of  God  I  will  give  one  fourth  of  the  net  profits 
of  my  business  to  charitable  and  religious  uses.  If  I  am  ever  worth  $20,000  I 
will  give  one  half  of  my  net  profits;  and  if  I  am  ever  worth  $30,000  I  will  give 
three  fourths,  and  the  whole  after  $50,000,  so  help  me  God,  or  give  to  a  more 
faithful  steward  and  set  me  asicfe.*  At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  had  acquired 
$50,000,  and  was  giving  all  his  profits.  He  had  given  away  in  charity  more  than 
$40,000,  an  amount  nearly  equal  to  his  working  cai>ital.  Here  is  an  instance  of 
consecrated  growth.  I  do  not  say  that  in  letter  this  covenant  is  to  be  made  bj 
every  or  any  business  man.  I  do  not  think  a  man  ordinarily  ought  to  draw  a 
line,  and  say,  no  matter  what  Providence  says,  *  Just  here  my  possessions  shall 
stop.'  I  know  that  on  the  heights  of  wealth  heads  are  turned  more  easily  than  on 
the  plains  of  •*  neither  poverty  nor  riches ;  *  but  with  the  right  spirit  and  plan,  a 
man's  life  should  increase  in  ability  to  do,  like  a  river  gaining  in  strength  as  it 
flows  toward  the  ocean.  I  do  not  see  why,  if  Providence  so  indicate,  a  man  may 
not  grow  in  material  power  to  do  good,  and  be  God's  steward  over  more  posses- 
sions at  forty  than  at  thirty,  and  at  fifty  than  at  forty,  and  at  sixty  than  at  fifty. 
If  a  man's  growth  be  a  consecrated  growth,  he  need  not  sell  his  soul  for  gold. 
God  must  have  his  servants  of  ten  talents  as  well  as  five  or  two. 

Now,  not  the  letter  but  the  spirit  of  such  a  covenant  as  that  of  the  Boston  mer- 
chant, and  some  tort  of  a  Utter  according  to  that  spirit,  every  man  ought  to  make. 
There  is  too  much  giving  according  to  mere  convenience  or  impulse,  too  much 
of  the  giving  of  the  driblets  of  the  purse,  the  fifty-cent  pieces,  the  one-dollar  bills, 
when  the  ability  is  far  beyond  tliat.  Tlie  Master  is  at  least  worthy  of  a  place  by 
our  side  at  the  table,  since  He  gives  its  bounties.  The  humble  statement  of  the 
woman  of  Byrophenoecia  to  our  Lord  was,  *  The  dogs  eat  of  the  crumbs  which  fall 
from  their  master's  table.'  One  of  our  much-trusted  thinkers  has  suggested  that 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  reversing  this  sentiment,  by  *  giving  the  crumbs  to  the 
master  while  the  dogs  eat  at  the  table.'  At  how  many  tables  sits  the  dog  self,  the 
dog  covetousness,  the  dog  pleasure,  the  dog  gain,  to  displace  the  Master  and  give 
film  the  crumbs  I 

IIL  God  has  never  permitted  his  church  to  exist  without  a  plan  of  giving. 
Cain  and  Abel  brought  their  offerings.  Abraham  paid  tithes.  Jacob,  at  Bethel, 
vowed  the  one  tenth  in  honor  to  God.  The  Scriptural  plan  is;  in  a  sense,  a  double 
plan.  The  first  is  the  Old  Testament  plan  given  directly  by  God  to  the  Hebrews. 
It  was  proportionate,  specific,  systematic.  Every  man  was  continually  reminded 
of  Ood's  claim  upon  him  and  of  his  own  dependence  on  God.  The  first-fruits  of 
the  harvest  belonged  to  God ;  the  firstlings  of  the  flock  belonged  to  God ;  for  the 
flzvt-bom  son  a  nmaom  wis  paid.    The  poor  must  be  allowed  to  glean  the  fielda ; 
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the  Levite,  in  the  temple  must  have  his  tenth.  There  were  the  trespass  offerings, 
and  sin  offerings,  and  peace  offerings.  There  was  the  seventh  year,  when  all  debts 
were  remitted,  and  the  land  must  have  rest,  and  the  poor  regain  special  privileges. 
There  were  the  costly  journeys  to  the  feasts  at  Jerusidem,  at  least  throe  times  a  year 
for  every  male,  and  the  burden  of  each  festival  Then  there  were  free-will  offer- 
ings and  gifts  in  charity.  It  has  been  estimated  that '  a  conscientious  Hebrew 
could  hardly  have  spent  less  than  one-third  of  his  income  in  religious  and  chari- 
table gifts.'  This  was  the  Old  Testament  standard  of  giving.  Now  are  we  to 
suppose  the  New  Testament  will  lower  the  standard  ?  In  truth  we  came  here  to  a 
new  and  specific  law.  Nowhere  else  is  giving  so  exemplified  as  in  the  Christian 
system.  At  the  beginning  God  meets  us,  giving  his  Son  Christ ;  and  he  meets  us, 
giving  his  life  for  the  world ;  saying,  *  Except  a  com  of  wheat  fall  into  the  ground 
and  die,  it  abideth  alone,  but  if  it  die  it  bringeth  forth  much  fruit.^ 

It  is  left  for  Christianity  to  show  to  the  world  both  tlie  cheerful  and  bountiful 
giver.     Every  disciple  is  pressed  with  new  and  grand  motives  to  consider  himself 
a  steward  of  the  manifold  gifts  and  graces  of  God.     The  Gospels  are  full  of  the 
benign  life  and  deeds  of  a  loving,  dying  Saviour.    The  Epistles  are  the  Gospels 
unfolded  and  applied ;  in  the  Acts  we  see  the  church  going  out  into  practical  life 
as  a  'herald  of  the  Cross'  of  Christ     No  burden  of  taxation  is  imposed  upon  the 
church.     No  direction  of  just  how  much  any  disciple  shall  give ;  the  disciple  is 
brought  face  to  face  with  the  kingdom  of  the  Redeemer  set  up  in  the  world:     He 
is  brought  to  face  God's  requirements,  laid  upon  him  as  one  owing  everything  in 
life  or  death  to  his  Lord  and  Saviour.    Every  disciple  like  Paul,  feels  liimself, 
because  of  grace,  a  debtor  to  the  whole  world.     The  day  of  Pentecost  opened  not 
only  the  hearts  but  the  purses  of  the  church.     In  later  days,  how  carefully  was  the 
law  of  benevolence  laid  down !    To  the  church  in  Galatia  and  to  the  church  in 
Corinth,  Paul,  under  inspiration,  gave  the  same  rule :  *  Now,  concerning  the  col- 
lection for  the  sdints,  as  I  have  given  order. to  the  churches  of  Galatia,  even  so  do 
ye ;  upon  the  first  day  of  the  week  let  every  one  of  you  lay  by  him  in  store,  as 
God  hath  prospered  him,  that  there  be  no  gatherings  when  I  come.' 

Now  this  is  system.  A  system  given  under  inspiration,  practical ;  not  merely 
for  the  poorer  church  of  Galatia  or  the  richer  church  of  Corinth,  but  for  all 
churches  of  gospel  days ;  a  system  fitted  to  all  gospel  demands.  It  forbids  giving 
at  random  or  from  mere  impulse,  or  what  we  happen  to  have  by  us  when  the  con- 
tribution-box is  passed.  This  plan  is  a  regulation  system.  "We  are  not  to  wait  for 
urgent  solicitations  and  strong  appeals.  We  are  to  give  with  *  a  willing  mind,' 
conscientiously,  deliberately,  prayerfully.  This  question  every  disciple  may  well 
put  to  himself,  "  How  much  owest  thou  unto  my  Lord  ? " 

iWhat  is  it  to  give  as  God  hath  prospered  us  ?    Is  there  any  part  of  life  whett 
the  Divine  love  has  stayed  its  hand, — from  the  smallest  gift  that  greets  the  eye  ot 
ministers  to  the  material  want,  up  to  the  Unspeakable  Gift — has  it  not  been  givB.^^^ 
always,  until  it  brought  for  us  life  and  immortality  and  light ;  until  with    *^^* 
hand  it  leveled  Satan's  kingdom  with  the  dust,  and  with  the  other  flung  open    "^"^ 
gates  of  glory  for  the  believer?    What  is  it,  brethren,  to  give  as  God  hath  pi^^^" 
pered  ?    Who  does  not  live  and  breathe  in  the  midst  of  God's  bountiful  givi^^^^^ 
Does  the  church  come  to  our  feet  as  a  beggar?    Has  Christianity  impoverished        ^ 
nation  or  the  world  ?    Does  not  culture  grow,  and  science,  commerce,  the  ai 
and  everything  owe  tribute  to  Christianity  ?    Did  not  the  footfall  of  the  Son 
God  on  earth  bring  life  of  every  form  where  before  were  decay  and  death  ? 
answer  is  as  plain  as  eighteen  centuries  of  Christianity  can  make  it.    Does  noti 
one  of  us  need  to  ask  himself,  *  how  much  owest  thou  unto  thy  Lord  ?  * 

72i0  church  of  to-day  is  not  poor,    1  know  there  are  poor  in  every  chnrchi  ^^^^ 
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can  giye  only  the  two  mites  which  make  a  farthing.  Of  these  God  requires  no 
more.  But  the  church,  as  a  church,  is  not  poor ;  her  indulgences  do  not  show  it ; 
her  investments  do  not  show  it ;  her  plans  do  not  show  it ;  her  church  architecture 
does  not  show  it  Her  sons  live  in  comparative  ease  and  her  daughters  in  luxury. 
I  had  almost  said  the  church  of  America  is  yet  but  playing  at  consecration.  I  do 
not  say  there  are  not  noble,  whole-souled,  systematic  givers ;  but  the  tnfe  giving 
is  confined  to  too  few.  The  high  wines  and  cigars  and  luxurious  expenditures  in 
dress  and  amusement  of  professing  Christians  in  our  churches  would  over  and 
over  again  pay  our  charities.  If  this  worse  than  waste  of  forces  could  be  turned 
into  the  bed  of  the  stream,  the  river  of  God  would  be  full  of  water,  bearing  along 
huge  enterprises  for  God.  Oh  yes;  it  is  true,  if  anything  is  true,  that  IM 
etangdizing  of  the  world  does  depend  on  the  sanctifying  of  the  church, 

ly.  I  wish  to  press  this  law  of  systematic,  proportionate,  conscientious  benevo- 
lence for  various  reasons : 

1.  As  followers  of  the  Master  we  can  do  no  less  and  live  as  his  Holy  Word 
requires. 

2.  A  conscientious,  proportionate,  systematic  rule  of  benevolence  is  sanctioned 
by  the  judgment  of  sanctified  common-sense. 

In  a  Massachusetts  church,  not  long  since,  in  a  collection  for  the  American  Board, 
a  gentleman,  not  from  any  particular  conviction  but  because  his  pastor  preached 
a  sermon  that  pleased  him,  greatly  increased  his  contribution.  It  was  a  compli- 
ment to  his  pastor,  but  not  to  the  Saviour  and  Iiis  cause.  The  cause  was  just  as 
great  before  the  sermon  as  after.  It  is  not  sanctified  common-sense  to  grade  our 
benevolence  by  the  feeling  of  a  day  or  the  eloquence  of  a  sermon.  No  man  in  the 
pulpit  can  so  set  forth  the  claims  of  a  lost  world  to  a  disciple's  heart  as  tlie  Holy 
Spirit  can  set  them  home  to  a  man  who  will  thoughtfully  and  prayerfully,  week 
by  week,  *  lay  by  him  in  store  as  God  hath  prospered  him.'  I  know  a  pastor  who 
often  goes  home  from  a  contribution  that  has  exceeded  his  expectations,  humbled 
that  the  convictions  of  the  peoptehaTe  outrun  his  method  of  presenting  truth. 

We  want  not  mere  impulse;  here  and  there  it  over- gives ;  more  cften,  it  falls 
far  short  of  real  need  or  ability  to  supply.  We  have  no  more  right  to  leave  our 
gifts  in  charity  to  impulse  than  the  giving  of  our  hearts  to  God,  or  the  providing 
of  bread  and  clothing  for  our  households.  Suppose  you  say,  *  I  do  not  feel  like 
paying  that  debt  at  the  bank,  and  therefore  will  not  pay  it'     Suppose  you  say, 

*  I  do  not  feel  like  providing  for  my  family : '  what  then  ?  But  God  has  a  cause, 
and  it  has  been  committed  to  ^is  people,  and  if  they  are  tnie  it  will  not  suffer. 
They  that  are  his  at  heart  will  make  that  cause  dear  to  him  their  cause,  and  give  to 
it  systematically  and  heartily  as  unto  the  Lord  I 

3.  I  appeal  to  the  record  of  history.  Never  has  the  church  so  prospered  as  when 
obedient  to  Q^d's  call.     Providence  runs  parallel  with  Grace.    Many  forget  that 

*  €tod  is  the  God  of  pounds,  shillings  and  pence.'  Disobedience  often  shuts  the 
door  of  Providence  in  our  face.  God,  not  man,  holds  the  purse-strings ;  and  when 
Providence  points  out  opportunities  and  makes  appeals,  he  makes  the  strength 
equal  to  the  day,  and  the  means  to  the  demand. 

Many  a  man  has  crippled  both  material  and  spiritual  power  by  refusing  to  fol- 
low God,  and  many  a  man  has  marched  through  doors  of  God's  opening,  to 
greater  power  and  usefulness  and  happiness.  So  is  it  with  the  church.  I  pass  the 
Old  Testament  church.  I  have  already  spoken  of  it.  Look  at  the  Apostolic 
church.  In  her  very  poverty  and  in  *  a  great  trial  of  afflictions,'  by  following  God 
she  became  *a  burning  and  a  shining  light'  at  a  thousand  points.  Her  moments 
of  grreatest  self-denial  were  her  moments  of  greatest  victory.  And  what  wa&  t^vva 
of  the  Apostolic  church  has  been  true  of  the  church  ia  latex  t\m»&. 


•^ 


114  THE  HOUE  lOBBioiiABT.  Septemlwr, 

Wherever  in  aiming  at  the  fionversion  of  the  world  she  has  put  forth  effort  and 
practiced  a  wise  and  conscientious  and  proportionate  giving,  she  has  been  proB^ 
pered  abundantly.  The  reaction  on  the  life  and  prosperity  of  the  chorch  of 
America  in  the  last  half-oentury  since  she  began  her  great  missionary  work  is  too 
clear  to  be  mistaken. 

4.  I  argue  systematic  giving  on  the  New  Testament  plan  from  its  greater  fitness 
to  supply  present  and  pressing  need. 

Our  benevolent  societies  suffer  to-day,  notwithstanding  they  are  channels  of 
power  attested  by  the  success  deservedly  theirs.  If  they  are  to  be  sustained,  iro 
must  press  home  upon  the  churches  tlie  need  of  conscientious,  proportionate,  and 
systematic  giving.  The  efficiency  of  such  a  system  we  can  see  by  taking  individ- 
ual cases.  I  could  cite  them  from  my  own  observation,  but  I  prefer  to  take  two 
or  three  which  Dr.  Harris  has  given  in  his  *  Plan  of  Benevolence.'  *  I  earn,'  said  a 
shoemaker,  *  one  day  with  another,  about  a  dollar  a  day,  and  I  can,  without  incon- 
venience to  myself  or  family,  lay  by  five  cents  of  this  sum  for  charitable  purposes. 
The  amount  is  thirty  cents  a  week.  My  wife  takes  in  sewing  and  washing,  and 
earns  something  like  two  dollars  a  week,  and  she  lays  by  ten  cents  of  this.  My 
children  each  of  them  earn  a  shilling  or  two,  and  are  glad  to  contribute  their 
penny ;  so  that,  altogether,  we  lay  by  us  in  store  forty  cents  a  week  ;  and  if  we 
have  been  unusually  prospered,  we  contribute  something  more.  The  weekly 
amount  is  deposited  every  Sunday  morning  in  a  box  kept  for  that  purpose,  and 
reserved  for  future  use.  Thus,  by  these  small  earnings,  we  have  learned  that  it  is 
more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.  The  yearly  amount  saved  in  this  way  is 
about  twenty-five  dollars;  and  I  distribute  this  among  the  various  benevolent 
societies,  according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment.'  Nor  is  this  an  isolated  case; 
and  it  is  such  rills  that  fill  the  river  of  God. 

Another  case  is  tliat  of  a  farmer  in  Western  Massachusetts,  who  began  business 
on  his  farm,  in  1818,  $600  in  debt.  He  resolved  to  pay  the  debt  in  six  years  in 
equal  instalments,  and  to  give  to  the  Lord  all  his  net  income  above  these  instal- 
ments. The  first  year  he  was  obliged  to  purchase  stock  and  farming  tools.  In  the 
next  six  years  he  paid  off  the  debt,  and  then  determined  to  give  his  entire  income 
after  keeping  his  farm  in  good  condition.  He  supported  his  family ;  thoroughly 
educated  six  children;  was  himself  twice  a  member  of  the  State  Senate;  gave 
from  two  to  tliree  hundred  dollars  a  year  to  spread  the  gospel ;  and  all  his  posses- 
sions put  together  would  not  at  any  one  time  exceed  in  value  $3,000. 

I  will  not  multiply  illustrations.  I  cite  these  as  instances  of  increased  efficiency. 
They  illustrate  equally  well  the  direct  blessings,  upon  the  home  and  the  individual, 
of  systematic,  prayerful  benevolence.  A  young  man  with  an  account-book  for 
Gk)d,  starting  out  into  life,  is  I  believe  more  sure  of  earthly  success  than  when  he 
spends  the  most  on  self  and  merely  worldly  plans,  and  gives  the  driblets  to  God. 
A  man  who  lays  up  for  God  is  so  certain  to  watch  all  his  habits,  that  God  makes 
his  very  plan  to  give  a  source  of  increased  material  success.  There  is  a  story  of 
some  old  salt  mountains  in  Cumana,  from  which,  while  they  were  open  to  the  pub- 
lic, merchants  took  shiploads  without  diminishing  them.  By  and  by  they  were 
monopolized  for  private  ends,  and  began  to  decrease  rapidly.  Again  they  were 
given  up  for  the  public  good,  and  had  a  new  success.  You  can  have  the  story 
for  what  it  is  worth,  but  it  illustrates  what  so  often  takes  place  in  spiritual  things. 
*  He  that  loveth  his  life  shall  lose  it.'  '  Give  and  it  shall  be  given  unto  you ;  good 
measure,  pressed  down  and  shaken  together  and  running  over  shall  men  give  into 
your  bosom.' 

Friends,  I  believe  in  the  missionary  box  in  every  house,  and  if  you  will  not  put 
into  it  weekly,  pat  in  on  tome  Bystem  \  deal  fairly  with  Gk>d ;  put  your  MasUr  ft 
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the  table  by  joar  side.  But  is  there  not  danger  in  such  times  as  these  of  crowding 
him  under  the  table  to  get  the  crumbe?  'Hard  times  I  Hold  up  in  charities 
and  you  can  saye  indnlgences  I  *  Proyidcnce  will  cry  out  against  such  a  practice. 
Moreover,  not  only  does  the  church  stand  still  but  we  ourselves  suffer.  Gk)d  and 
his  cause  can  live  without  us  better  than  we  without  Him. 

5.  But  the  principle  of  systematic  giving  is  a  decided  means  of  grace.  It  will 
act  as  a  restraint  upon  a  consuming  absorption  in  worldly  business,  and  come  in 
as  a  check  ^pon  sordid  covetousness.  The  drunkard,  the^hief,  and  the  liar, 
society  casts  out;  but  the  covetous  man,  with  a  heart  as  hard,  ]>ossibly,  as  the 
nether  millstone,  measured  by  the  false  standard  of  a  property  basis,  can  take  his 
place  and  stand  fairly,  even  in  the  church. 

Many  of  you  have  heard  of  the  elder  in  the  church,  cited  by  Lewis  Tappan: 
'  After  one  of  the  severest  snow-storms  ever  known  in  the  city,  a  committee,  ap- 
pointed to  solicit  aid  for  the  suffering  poor,  called  on  him.  He  said,  *  I  must  do 
something ;  please  to  call  to-morrow.^  They  called.  The  old  man  took  them  out 
on  the  sidewalk,  looked  at  the  sky  and  the  vane,  and  said,  *  The  wind  has  changed ; 
I  guess  they  can  stand  it,'  and  left  them.  '  He  died,^  says  the  narrator,  *  not  long 
after,  leaving  upwards  of  a  million  dollars,  chiefly  to  his  son.*  And  he  asks, 
•  Does  not  the  word  of  Gk)d  say  of  such,  "  Thou  fool  I " ' 

Now  the  gospel  aims  a  deadly  blow  at  such  a  spirit.  Let  it  have  free  course 
and  it  will  break  it  up.  A  spirit  of  benevolence  will  break  down  false  excuses  for 
not  giving  by  forestalling  avarice  and  selfishly  chosen  positions.  What  more 
common  to-day  than  for  men  in  comfortable  circumstances,  who  will  not  essen- 
tially curtail  their  living,  to  embark  in  huge  enterprises,  lock  up  all  their  avail- 
able funds  in  plans  for  future  position,  hire  money  year  by  year  if  need  be,  run 
the  risk  of  greater  debt  for  greater  gain  by  and  by,  and  make  all  this  an  excuse  for 
withholding?  I  draw  no  fancy  picture.  But  have  we  more  right  to  leave  the 
Master  out  of  our  account  than  to  leave  our  wives  and  children  out  ?  Is  not 
Christ  to  go,  as  the  living  reason  for  it,  into  every  enterprise?  Who  will  dare  to 
say  that  God,  in  these  frequent  failures  and  calamities,  is  not  teaching  our  business 
Christian  men  to  put  their  treasures  as  fast  as  made  where  *  moth  and  rust  do  not 
corrupt,  and  thieves  do  not  break  through  nor  steal  ? 

How  forcible  that  prayer  of  Christ's,  '  I  pray  not  that  thou  shouldst  take  them 
out  of  the  world,  but  that  thou  shouldst  keep  them  from  the  evil.'  See,  on  the 
one  hand,  the  growing  love  of  worldly  enterprise,  the  passion  for  wealth,  the 
gigantic  schemes  for  hasty  wealth.  Sabbath  desecration,  a  country  of  vast  resour- 
ces, and  the  church  drawn  worldward  with  tremendous  power ;  on  the  other  ihe 
clamoring  of  a  loose  theology  affecting  to  despise  creeds  and  talking  the  weakest 
philosophy  of  morals !  What  wonder  that  we  should  sometimes  feel  the  strain ! 
Do*  we  not  all  of  us  need  at  such  a  time  to  feel  that  restraint  on  excessive  worldly 
seeking  which  the  strong  hand  of  systematic  gospel  giving  is  able  to  enforce  ? 

Again,  we  need  a  spirit  of  benevolence ;  for  not  only  will  it  act  as  a  restraint,  it 
will  also  cultivate  the  heart  of  the  church ;  quicken  her  moral  and  spiritual  con- 
ceptions ;  develop  her  faith  and  love ;  help  her  to  understand  the  vast  distinction 
between  living  to  be  a  passive  recipient  and  a  giver,— one  ministered  unto  or  one 
ministering ;  aid  her  in  all  her  life  to  keep  her  eye  on  the  spiritual  and  eternal  as 
best  and  chief  est,  and  to  weigh  earth  in  the  light  of  heaven.    Let  us  be  wise  here. 

We  arc  poiuted  by  a  living  writer  to  the  historic  fact  that  the  dark  and  cor- 
rupt ages  lifted  their  gorgeous  churches  and  huge  monasteries,  stone  by  stone, 
-with  an  untiring  zeal  tbnt  amases  us  as  we  stand  under  the  resplendent  arches  and 
walk  the  dim  aisles  of  cathedrals ;  we  are  also  pointed  to  a  present  fact  that  & 
dmrch  prof  easing  to  faj^stow  aalTadon  np<m  her  givera  wV\i  doub\Q  ^ti(i  c:^aAdcrQL\^i 
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proportionately,  the  giving  of  the  nominally  Protestant  church;  and,  with  the 
hard-earned  wages  of  the  servant-girl  and  the  day  labprer,  build  churches  and 
convents  by  our  side,  and  send  missionaries  and  sisters  of  charity  to  the  South  and 
West  by  hundreds,  and  slowly  and  surely  build  up  strength. 

Has  then  Protestantism  **  no  power,  such  as  the  dark  ages  had  to  heap  up  tj'easare 
for  the  Church  of  Rome,^'  or  as  that  church  has  to-day  to  gather  treasures  for  her 
work  ?  And,  will  you  tell  me  that,  over  the  regenerate  disciples  of  the  Redeemer, 
the  love  of  Him  as  their  Saviour  and  the  hope  of  a  crown  on  highipught  not  to 
exert  as  great  a  power  as  the  fear  of  purgatory  over  a  superstitious  mind  held  b 
darkness  ?  I  saw,  not  long  since,  an  account  of  a  city  in  the  clouds.  In  one  of 
the  mount;iinou8 -districts  of  Europe,  by  that  singular  phenomenon  of  which  we 
have  heard  so  often  and  perhaps  have  seen,  a  town  beyond  the  mountains  was  in- 
verted and  painted  on  the  sky  above  and  not  far,  apparently,  from  the  dwellers  on 
this  side.  There  were  the  houses  and  temples,  the  walls  and  streets.  So  to  the 
Christian  comes  or  should  come  the  view  of  his  future  home.  On  all  the  horizon, 
his  horizon  of  life  in  business,  in  gain,  in  social  hours,  in  home,  in  friendships,  he 
should  see  the  city  beyond  the  boundary  line  of  earth.  While  toiling  here,  it 
should  be  for  that  city  of  which  the  Lamb  is  the  light ;  there  are  the  streets  of 
gold  and  the  gates  pf  pearl ;  there  the  crown  and  harp ;  there  the  One  "  chiefest 
among  ten  thousand,"  the  One  "  altogether  lovely ; "  the  dear  ones,  the  unfading 
joys. 

O  ye  ministers  of  the  gospel  I  We  want  a  consecrated  ministry.  Nobody  can 
so  deal  with  your  people  as  yourselves.  Tell  them,  instruct  them,  urge  them, 
press  them  with  the  great,  grand  motives  for  bringing  back  this  world  to  God. 
Crowd  them  with  convictions ;  make  them,  if  possible,  with  Paul,  to  have  respect 
unto  the  recompense  of  the  reward.  You  stand  to  put  the  claims  of  this  great 
work  upon  them,  to  entreat  them  to  let  their  light  shine  and  glorify  their  Qod. 
O  men  and  women  in  our  churches  I  The  ago  is  pressing  us  with  a  great  and 
mighty  work.  Opportunities  are  offered  us  to-day,  at  home  and  abroad,  that  we 
can  never  recall.  The  church  must  awake  to  the  call  from  across  the  water,  to 
the  call  from  our  own  land.  Tone  up  Christian  life  about  you.  Stir  up  the  con- 
sciences of  men  in  the  church  who  are  winning  no  crown.  Make  your  churches 
missionary  churches;  pray  your  pastors  into  becoming  missionary  pastors;  put  a 
contributing  system  into  the  homes;  send  out  solicitors,  cultivate  the  grace  of 
benevolence. 

May  God  grant  that  we  so  live  as  to  hear  from  the  Master,  "  Well  done,  good 
and  faithful  servant ;  thou  ha&t  been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  I  will  make  thee 
ruler  over  many  things.    Enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord." 


IN  BEHALF  OF  HOME  MISSIONARIES. 

MATT.  Vn.  :   1,  APPLIED. 

At  our  Association  a  brother  asked,  "  When  do  you  leave  town  ?  "  "  When  the 
cars  go,"  was  the  answer.  "  Ah  I  I  thought  you  went  with  Father  D.  Is  he  not 
here  with  his  team  ? "  "  No,  not  in  weather  like  this,"  I  answered,  reading,  at  the 
same  time,  on  my  questioner's  face  something  like  this :  "  It  would  have  saved 
paying  out  money  to  have  come  with  his  team,  and  the  work  demands  eveiT 
retrenchment  possible." 

As  we  rode  the  six  miles  between  our  depot  and  Father  D.'s  house,  the  fii^ 
four  of  which  were  an  almost  continuous  mud-hole,  axle  deep,  in  wbidi  hoth 
wMf^etrees  were  broken,  and  the  tongue  of  the  wagon  snapped  before  wc  reached 
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the  end,  I  spent  some  of  my  time  asking,  **  Who  is  the  better  judge  of  what  \s  true 
retrenchment  in  this  thing,  the  home  missionary,  who  knows  his  ground  and  what 
he  has  to  meet,  or  somebody  else  outside,  sitting  in  judgment  on  him  ?  ^'  And 
then,  when  I  remembered  that  every  time  this  home  missionary  received  his  mail 
it  involved  wading  through  that  mud  to  a  post  office  six  miles  off,  I  wondered 
who,  but  one  that  is  so  full  of  faith  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost  that  he  is  able  to  inspire 
his  worldly  hearers  to  trap  otter  far  the  Lord,  would  joyfully  consent  to  live  and 
labor  on  such  a  field ! 

Another  of  our  home  missionaries,  who  rides  seventeen  miles  Xo  his  remotest 
appointment,  and  then  returns  seven  miles  to  another  congregation  for  the  after- 
noon, suggested  to  a  friend,  who  had  inquired  after  his  needs,  that  a  pair  of 
blankets  to  protect  his  horses,  as  they  stood  exposed  to  the  bleak  prairie  winds 
would  be  very  acceptable.  This  answer  came :  "  I  do  not  know  about  our  home 
missionaries  driving  two  horses.  I  cannot  afford  to  drive  more  than  one ; "  and 
the  blankets  were  not  sent.  It  was  a  good  Christian  brother  who  sent  that  answer, 
but  he  was  looking  at  the  matter  from  his  standpoint  of  wholly  different  condi- 
tions. He  was  living  where  the  custom  is  to  drive  but  one  horse  to  a  team,  and 
the  roads  are  trodden  for  that;  and  where,  also,  it  is  expensive  to  keep  a  pair. 
But  the  home  missionary,  traversing  the  prairie,  follows  roads  traveled  almost 
exclusively  by  double  teams,  and  his  one  hoi-se  would  be  forced  to  travel  on  the 
intervening  ridge,  or  his  wagon  be  thrown  out  of  the  beaten  track ;  while,  also,  it 
costs  no  more  to  have  a  light  pony  team  than  a  large  horse,  who  sinks  deeper  into 
every  miry  spot. 

**I  do  need  a  good  black  dress;  but  what  can  I  do  with  this?  "  said  a  home 
missionary's  wife  to  me,  one  day,  holding  up  a  rusty  black  polonaise — wrought, 
front  and  back,  with  silk  and  bugles — that  ha&  been  sent  to  her.  **  Oh  !  if  they 
had  only  sent  me  a  plain  piece  of  black  goods,  I  could  have  had  a  dress  proper  for 
one  in  my  place ;  but  I  have  nothing  to  correspond  with  this,  even  whea  it  is 
colored.'*  She  did  not  say  it  in  complaint,  but  as  asking  advice,  and  knowing 
it  would  not  be  repeated  to  any  one's  harm.  But  I  said  mentally,  as  I  had  often 
said  before  wllfen  seeing  very  lai'ge,  showy  plaids,  faded  bows  and  neck-ties,  soiled 
hats,  etc.,  sent  to  the  wives  of  our  home  missionaries,  *'  why  do  not  our  kind  friends 
remember  that  those  whom  they  are  thus  supplying  are  the  daughters  of  culture 
and  refinement,  who  have  brought  to  their  mission  homes  a  love  for  the  beautiful — 
at  all  events,  for  the  neat  and  becoming,  the  fit  and  proper — and  where,  in  their 
truly  self-denying  work,  they  need  perhaps  more  care  on  that  side  than  if  they  had 
not  entered  upon  it. 

It  was  very  pleasant  to  me  when  another  missionary's  wife  said :  **  Come  and 
see  what  was  in  our  box ;  everything  was  so  nice  I  "  Some  community  had  realized 
the  needs  of  a  refined  Christian  family  which,  for  the  dear  Master's  sake,  had  been 
glad  to  leave  ease  and  external  refinements,  and  to  welcome  toil  and  poverty  and 
coarser  conditions.  ' 

Said  a  Christian  worker  to  me :  "  One  of  our  home  missionaries  asked  if  wc 
"would  not  send  his  wife  a  set  of  furs,  and  I  thought  that  was  getting  on  pretty 
^ast."  "  Oh  I  I  suppose  he  knew  that  the  wealthy  often  lay  aside  furs  because  they 
«re  no  longer  in  fashion,  or  because  they  are  worn,  and  these  would  protect  his 
'feeble  wife  from  the  prairie  winds  on  going  out  weariedly  from  her  household  work 
into  that  thick,  freezing  cold,  on  her  way  to  God's  house,  or  from  one  hou^e  of 
aickness  and  sorrow  to  another,"  was  my  answer.  "  He  could  not  buy  them, 
liaving  given  himself  to  poverty  in  this  missionary  service  for  Christ's  sake;  but 
%ome  Christian  woman  might  be  wishing  so  to  shield  her  Bistet." 

And  then  it  should  be  remembered  that  our  home  m\9s\oTiaT\^^  xsi^wi  ol  ^^'vsi. 
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occupy  positions  in  communities  of  energetic  people,  who  have  come  from  their 
Eastern  homes  to  make  their  fortunes.  We  send  these  missionaries  after  them,  lest 
in  using  tlie  "  muck-rake,"  they  wholly  forget  the  "  crown  "  above  them.  Is  it 
not  needful  that  they  so  live  and  so  dress  as  to  be  held  in  respect  among  tbofle 
whom  they  are  expected  to  influence  and  guide  and  save  ?  Let  us  be  charitable 
in  our  judgments,  tlien,  and  believe  that  those  thus  sent,  whom  we  trust  in  so  great 
things  as  guiding  the  flock  of  Qod«  are  to  be  trusted  in  deciding  whether  they  need 
two  horses  warmly  blanketed,  or  furs  and  fresh  clothes,  to  help  them  best  in  their 
work. 

Od^  I  /♦r  *«^  the  rarity 

Of  Christian  charity  I  "— 

that  great,  broad  trustfulness  of  each  other  among  all  of  us  who  are  in  Christ's 
work ! 


Pti$i$t0navt)    ^uUWxt^tXktt . 


CALIFORNIA. 
Hen.  J.  n.  Merrall,  DuUh  Flat, 

TIMES   OF   REPRBSIIING. 

-  [The  name  of  this  place  has  become  fa- 
miliar to  the  reading  public  in  quite  an- 
other Uterature  than  that  of  these  f^<^i 
and  for  quite  another  clasA  of  scenes  and  re- 
sults than  those  narrated  in  this  deeply  in- 
teresting letter  of  our  brother.  We  regret 
that  it  could  not  have  been  published 
sooner.  It  gives  an  account  of  what  oc- 
curred last  spring. — Eds.] 

"  The  times  of  refreshing  "  have  in- 
deed "  come  from  the  presence  of  the 
Lord  "  and  already  has  he  accomplished 
great  things  for  us  whereof  we  are  glad. 
Our  "  awakening  "  began,  as  revivals 
generally  do,  with  the  faith  and  prayer 
of  one  earnest  Christian,  and  grew  in 
numbers  until  Ave  were  obliged  from  lack 
of  room  to  adjourn  to  the  large  room 
of  the  church,  and  now  the  interest  is  so 
intense  and  pervasive  as  to  include  the 
entire  village,  and,  in  fact,  the  adjoining 
towns.  The  whole  community  has  been 
revolutionized  and  the  moral  tone  of 
society  very  much  raised.  Saloon  keep- 
ers have  already  begun  to  find  their 
business  much  curtailed,  if  not  seriously 
endangered. 

SIGNAL  INSTANCES. 

As  a  signal  instance  of  this  fact,  and, 
also  of  a  marked  conyerBion,  1  m\^\it 


tell  you  the  story  of  a  man  taken  from 
behind  the  bar — where  he  was  employed 
tor  sell  rum — escorted  to  the  church,  and 
there,  under  the  effective  preaching  of 
the  word,  brought  to  see  his  sins  and  to 
renounce  them.  He  is  now  rejoicing  in 
a  bright  personal  hope  of  salvation.  I 
might  tell  you,  further,  of  another  man 
so  far  gone  with  strong  drink  as  to  have 
his  public  oflice  taken  from  him,  his 
family  disinherit  him,  and^is  reputation 
blasted,  yet  restored  to  his  family  and 
friends  and  brought  back  from  the  bor- 
der land  of  delirium-tremens  with  the 
appetite  for  liquor  entirely  destroyed; 
and  all  this  in  evident  answer  to  prayer. 

ALL  CLASSES. — KU8TT  FROFEBSORS^ 

Then  again  all  classes  of  persons  have 
been  reached,  the  children  and  youth  is 
our  Sunday-school  as  well  as  men  and 
women  of  gray  hairs.  A  beaatifnl  in- 
stance of  conversion  was  that  of  a 
young  girl  of  fourteen  "who,  after  a 
brief  struggle  under  conviction  of  ain, 
yielded  her  glad  heart  to  the  Savior.  But 
I  need  not  particularize.  I  will  simply 
say  that  seveial  ** letters*'  of  long  msty 
"  professors  "  have  found  their  way  from 
the  bottom  of  trunks  to  the  surface, 
been  read  by  the  pastor,  and  those  who 
\iftld  them  been  admitted  to  f elIowsh]|>, 
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with  manj  others  on  profemioa  of  their  Christian  families — i>eoplc  to  etsnd  for 
faith,  into  the  church.  The  last  Sonda;  Jesus  like  rocks  amid  all  the  softening, 
in  April,  1877,  will  long  be  remembered  seductive  influences  working  bo  cease- 
in  the  history  of  onr  little  Zion.  On  lesely  aroond.  May  the  good  Lord  send 
that  day  we  not  only  closed  a  spiritual  us  such  I 


campaign  of  two  months,  but  seventeen 
nnited  with  onr  little  band  in  the  sweet 
fellowship  of  the  Ckiapel,  several  of  them 
beads  of  families,  and  most  of  them 
uniting  nn  profession  of  faith.  I  may 
also  say  that  as  we  had  nnited  in  this 
work  with  the  Hethodiata  their  society 
was  also  strengthened  and  cheered  by 
an  addition  of  eight  new  meml>ers. 
These  are  the  immediate  results,  but 


COST  (1,000 ;  PAID  1200. 
We  had  been  feeling  that  our  tittle 
house  of  worship  was  small  and  uucom- 
fortable,  and  had  talked  of  trying  to 
build  this  year.  Ttie  coming  on  of  the 
drought  and  couaeqaent  hard  times  dis- 
suaded us.  But  as  the  Methodists,  who 
owned  the  building  and  a  small  one 
close  by,  once  used  as  a  parsonage, 
wished  to  sell,  we  have  bought  and  ni 


believe  that  forces  have  been  set  at  work  j^^^^  ^  ^_^^^;^  ^^^^  ^  ^  .^^     ,^,^ 
which  must  result,  with  God  s  blesaing,  |  ^^^,     ^^  ^^^  ^^  p^y  ,j  O^O  ^^^  ^^^ 


a  the  salvaUon  of  many  more.  Qod  he 
praised  for  all  this,  since  it  is  his  doing 
and  marvellous  in  our  eyes. 


whole,  lots  and  bnildings.  The  Ladies' 
Society  had  laid  up  about  9200.  This 
was  all  we  could  pay  at  present.  But 
now  we  have  control  of  the  house  we 
worship  in.  That  is  a  satisfaction,  and 
II  be  a  help. 


Be*.  B.  B.   Tuthitl,  Slartinet. 

WBAT   IS   PBOGKEaS) 

It  may  be  hard  to  tell  in  what  we  have 

made  actual  advance ;  but,  some  way,  ; 

onr  feeling  ia  one  of  more  hopefulness.  I       .      ,  .,     ^^  .  .,. 

__  \^  ■  1  _Li.  1  1.  parts  of  the  State — nothing  growing,  the 

There  18  certainly  a  more  respectful  hear- 1  ^  ,.    j     _.     ^.T       i    i 


The  drought   is  very  s 


ing  of  the  Word.     We  have  ai 
in  the  prayer-meeting,  and  ^ 


fields  a  complete  desert,  cattle  and  sheep 
dying  in  great  numbers,  or  else  to  be 
driven  or  transported  hundreds  of  miles 


very  mteresting  Bible-class    of   young,,            .  „         ^     -i-      .          ,    . 

,  ,.             ,     .",   ,                i          11    .'for  pasture.  Many  famibes  have  lost 

ladies,  conducted  by  a  most  excellent         _L.  -  „         - 

^    _               .                       ^.     .                                     pv»»rvThinff.  Monpv  in  vprv  h^btiv    ^rnrV 


ij,  motber  of  .  mi»lo..ri  d..gbKr  •"7!'''!S    "j™^  "  "'  ff "'  T' 

Cbin^    II  .«E,b».  «,».«»«  tid,,  !>"■!  to  gt  .nd  w.g«  m.ob  Wtl.a 

aavM.     We  bave  been  aooiewhat  fearful, 

bnt,  thanks  to  onr  kind  Fatber  in  Heaven, 

we  have  as  yet  been  carried  along.    The 


or  fifteen,  and  ia,  in  maoj  reepecta, 
model  daae.  We  greatly  hope  for  coi 
Teiaiona there.  Soaatotbeother daaaea. 


bnt  they  ha™  their  di»««fled  hi.tory.  P«»P'«  '""  Pn>"PllJ  P"d  their  .nt 

Attendance  c«i  be  kept  op  only  by  con  ""Pt-on. ;  old  fnmd^  not  h,.ng  here, 

atant  dlon,  Tlaiting    and    aolidtation.  1»"  renembered  lu.  and,  Ihongb  we 

The  bane  of  California  U  Sabbath  break.  "^  '!»  '•""••"oe  from  the  Society, 

ing.    And  jn.t  now  the  campa  of  three  '»"  ■««nflce<I  lomi  thmga  and  are  in 

or  fonr  hindmd  Chlneae,  working  here  '•*'•  I"  ""  'ol  ia  lo  mncb  better  than 
on  the  railn»d,  baye  added  another  at-  .  "»>  of  many  a  more  needy  brother  ir 

trwmoa  to  Sunday  destrcrstion — thongh,  ' 


,   '  the  field,  aa  to  make  us  feel  that  it  it 


to  the  credit  of  the  railroad  company  be 
it  aaJd,  they  do  not  work  on  that  day. 

Undo  the  atimolns  of  this  railroad 
bmtding  lonie  houses  have  gone  np,  and 
a  few  B«w  familie*  come  in.  We  hope 
foriuore  on  its  eorapletltni,  and  that  onr 
Redenam's  kingdom  may  be  strength- 
«Md  thereby.    Bvt  w»  meed  here  ttttrdj '  moat  trnportant 


worthy  of  mention. 

UTAH. 

Be*.  J.  H.  Warren,  D.  D.,  Ogaen. 

[Ok  his  way  back   to  Califomia  from 

three  montha  of  very  effiraent  work  among 

Uie  ehuTchea  of  New  England,  Dr.  Warren 

■tupped  at  Oodcn  Ions  auro^  Xa  -t«'a&n 
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moment,  and  to  write  an  Bcconnt  of 
aSnin  there  in  a  deeply  interesting'  letter 
from  which  we  give    the  lollowing    ei- 

THK  FIRST  WORK  WELL  DONG. 

The  first  man  I  met  on  getting  off  n1 
Ogden,  was  Brother  Safford,  and  he  wne 

b!\ie.  Eleven  persona  had  promised  to 
unite  in  organizing  a  chnrch,  but  at  Ihif 
but  moment  all  but  four  or  fire  hid 
turned  liack. — Query  ;  "  Shall  I  telegraph 
Brother  Barrows  of  Salt  Lake  nut  to 
coDte — or,  what!  Is  it  worth  while  to 
attempt  an  organization  with  so  few )  " 

At  tbc  dinner-table  we  went  over  the  j 
ground:  hiswork, ID tbeSuDdftj-school •  I 
the  importance  and  growth  of  Ogden  ; 
tlic  stead;  push  of  Qcntile  strength  in 
its  afFnirs,  present  and  future,  etc  etc. 
I  advisud  him  to  "go  ahead  and  organ- 
ize with  five,  it  he  could  get  them— even 
with  three,  it  he  could  do  no  licttcr." 
It  had  lieen  aanounccd  in  the  papers, 
published  from  thu  pulpit;  preliminary 
meetings  had  been  held,  letters* mi^tvc 
■tut ;  the  issue  would  l>e  a  Congrugn- 
tionnl  church — tlie  public  expected  it, 
would  look  for  it,  and  not  to  go  on  witli 
it  would  onlj  make  a  bad  disappoint- 
ment infinitely  worae.  I  offered  to  put 
in  tdl  my  time  with  him  till  Monday 
afternoon.  He  was  glad  and  thankful 
that  I  said  "  go  ahead,"  and  thought  it 
best,  himself. 


September,  - 

>  Methodist  minister  led  in  prayer,  and 
,  read  the  Bcriptures.  Brother  Bairowi 
preached  the  sermon,  ringing  all  through 
with  work,  faith,  hope.  It  fell  to  me 
to  lead  in  offering  the  constituting 
prayer,  and  giring  the  right  liand  of 
fellowship,  and  then  Brother  McKiece 
made  a  cupital  address  to  the  church- 
just  such  a  Christian  and  catholic  talk 
as  one  who  has  sat  four  years  under  the 
preacliing  of  Dr.  Leeds,  of  Hanover.  K. 
]{.,  couldn't  help  making.  The  big  audi- 
ence paid  the  closest  attention,  to  the 
close,  and  the  impression  was  greatly,  I 
think,  to  the  adranlage  and  strength  of 
the  church.  Brother  BsSord  adminis. 
tercd  baptism  to  three  of  the  nine,  and  to 
two  infant  children  of  one  of  the  new 
members. 

So  now  it  is  an  accomplished  fact; 
and  we  sny,  hull !  and  God  S[>eed  !  to  the 
First  Congregational  Church  of  Ugden. 


That  very  night,  at  the  meeting,  anew 
candidate  offered  herself,  and  two  others, 
that  were  hesitating  somewhat,  became 
full;  committed.  After  the  morning 
service,  yeaterday,  one  or  two  more 
avowed  themselves  ready  to  take  the 
step.  Brother  Bafford'sheartwas  full  snd 
overflowing.  The  Council  met  at  Tp.u.,  ; 
a  fine  delegation  came  from  Salt  Lake 
with  Brother  Barrows  and  the  Pres- 
byterian minister.  Rev.  H.  HcNiece, 
who  wiia  directly  chosen  Scribe  of  the 
,  Council.  Nine  names  were  handed  in 
and  the  nine  oil  pnt  in  their  appearance. 
The  Methodists  offered  us  their  house,  i 
andtheirhour.  Thechurch  was  crowded,  I 
gome  stood  ODtside  at  the  windowa.  The ' 


Now  tlic  next  thing,  and  one  of  utmost 
necessity,  is  a  chupd.  The  big  fight 
is  mode — the  church  is  organized  with 
good  material,  and  there  are  several 
others  who  will  come  in  after  seeing  that 
there  Is  the  hope  and  promise  of  success. 
But,  how  to  build  a  cha)>ell  there's  the 
rub.  The  Episcopalians  have  built  theirs 
with  Eastern  money ;  the  Methodists 
ditto.  There  is  no  Gentile  money  in 
Ogden  to  build  with  at  present,  and  yet 
we  mu*t  have  a  building.  It  will  re- 
quire some  $5,000  for  house  and  lot 
The  Am.  Cong.  Union  con't  help.  How 
are  we  going  to  build  I  Not  to  build  is 
to  go  back^we  must  stay. 

Brother  Safford  b  "  A.  1."  Tlie  hotel 
people,  raiboad  people,  and  everybody 
that  I  met  thoroughly  respect  and  en- 
dorse SafFord,  He  is  a  worker,  and 
works  all  the  time.  He  has  had  trouble 
enough  to  discourage  s  dozen  ordinsry 
men.  Ue  has  a  strong  hold  in  the  best 
elements  of  our  Gentile  friends,  and  the 
Mormons  have  never  made  a  tight  against 
him.  His  Sunday-school  is  a  great  affsir 
for  Ogden.  Yet,  without  a  chapel,  he 
tiofl  a  bard  row  to  boe.     Then  is  taoaej 
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in  the  East,  somewJiere.  Over  800  Scan- 
dinavian Monnons  arrived  last  week. 
Where  are  the  missionaries  to  convert 
them  ? 


WISCONSIN. 
Ree.  M.  L,  Eastman^  Royaltoru 

A  VACATION  IN  BOSTON. 

By  the  kindnesis  of  my  Church  and 
people  I  have  had  a  vacation.     By  the 

liberality  of  a  wealthy  deacon  in  R , 

Mass.,  and  the  influence  of  a  reverend 
brother  near  there,  I  have  been  permitted, 
with  my  wife,  to  spend  it  in  Boston  and 
its  environs.  A  great  luxury,  indeed  I 
Filled  with  delight  to  see  the  great, 
sweet,  and  cheerful  face  of  the  American 
evangelist,  and  hear  him  pour  into  the 
ears  of  his  vast  audiences  "  all  the  words 
of  this  life ; "  and  to  see  Mr.  Cook  shak- 
ing the  foundations  of  long-existing  er- 
rors, and  sweeping  away  the  cobwebs  of 
blundering  statements  and  false  theories 
of  the  Atonement  and  Trinity,  and  pre- 
senting in  such  a  lucid  and  vigorous 
manner  the  fundamental  doctrines  of 
the  Christian  system ;  and  to  hear,  too, 
the  subdued,  penitent,  and  positive  testi- 
monies of  newly- converted  business  men, 
I  felt  as  though  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
was  at  hand.  I  felt  assured  tliat  Boston 
would  poon  surrender  and  the  rest  of 
Satan^s  army  would  soon  surrender,  los- 
ing this  stronghold,  and  Christianity 
would  have  dominion  evei-ywhere  1 

WORK,   TO  FILL   IN. 

I  could  not  be  content  only  to  see  and 
hear,  however,  so  I  tried  to  help  forward 
the  work  a  little  outside  the  gi*eat  city. 
Preached  twenty  sermons  in  all,  in  five 
different  towns,  attended  thirty  prayer- 
meetings,  six  Sunday-schools,  made  all 
the  visits  I  was  able  to,  and  deliv- 
ered an  address  on  home  missionaries — 
their  work  and  trials  at  the  West  Some 
interteting  conversions,  and  several 
cli arches  seemed  roused  to  fresh  activity 
and  work.  Returned  with  fresh  courage 
to  my  own  little  field,  weighing  five 
poandB  more  than  when  I  left,  auid  a  new 


determination  to  prosecute  persistently, 
by  Gk)d'8  grace,  my  pastoral  work  here. 

APPEABANCES    ON  RETURN. 

On  returning  after  ten  weeks'  absence, 
I  found  my  church  doing  work  for  God 
aud  humanity,  and  established  two  mis- 
sion Sunday-schools ;  one  two,  and  the 
other  three  miles  away.  At  one  of  these 
points  I  am  expecting  to  have  a  new 
opening  for  the  gospel.  There  is  quite 
an  interest  already,  and  one  prominent 
lady  has  taken  a  stand  for  Christ ;  two 
others  appear  quite  serious.  We  re- 
ceived two  into  our  little  church,  this 
last  communion,  June  10,  on  profession, 
one  man  of  a  family  was  baptized  and 
four  infants  were  also  dedicated  to  the 
Lord  in  baptism.  Religiously,  every- 
thing is  moving  harmoniously  forward. 
My  two  little  churches  were  never  in  so 
pleasing  and  interesting  a  state  as  now, 
except  in  pecuniary  matters. 

DESTITUTION — HARD   TIMES. 

Some  families  cannot  come  to  church 
nor  send  their  children  to  Sunday-school 
for  want  of  clothing,  and  others  are  too 
poor  to  help  them.  I  have  never  before 
seen  it  quite  so  hard  to  get  a  little  money 
and  the  mere  necessaries  of  life.  Indus- 
trious, hard-working  men,  whose  families 
depend  on  their  labor,  can't  get  their 
pay  for  what  they  did  through  the  win- 
ter. How  can  I  take  the  subscription 
for  preaching  from  them?  I  can't. 
The  spring  was  very  dry,  and  crops 
suffered,  and  farmers  are  disheartened. 
Winter  wheat  is  quite  a  failure,  but  late 
rains  have  started  the  meadows,  spring 
Avheat,  com,  and  potatoes;  and  faces 
are  looking  more  cheerful.  There  is  a 
deep  thoughtfulness  apparent  in  the 
looks  and  tears  of  my  congregation  here 
and  at  the  mills.  I  am  encouraged, 
though  the  times  are  hard.  God  will 
feed  and  clothe  us  all  some  way,  if  not 
so  finely  as  we  might  wish.  I  love  the 
work  in  spite  of  trials  and  difficulties. 
I  cannot  rest  unless  there  is  work  to  be 
done  for  Christ,  and  rest  the  most  aw<l 
sweetest  when  domg  \t.  0\rc  ^ow^xCwvi.- 
tions  will  be  amaW  t\iMS  i^ai.   ^^  ^^"^ 
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despise  them.  I  still  cherish  the  hope  of 
seeing  this  church  large,  strong,  useful 
and  independent  before  I  die  or  leaye  it. 
I  C17  to  God  for  this. 


MISSOURI. 
Jiev.  A.  M,  Thome^  Memphis, 

SUCCESS.      TRIALS. 

We  have  been  cherishing  hopes  of  the 
coming  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  among 
this  people  with  great  power — hopes  of 
refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord. 
Nor  have  we  been  wholly  disappointed. 
The  preached  word  has  been  received 
with  increasing  interest,  and  the  Sunday- 
school  instruction  attended  with  a  cheer- 
ful readiness  most  encouraging. 

And  yet,  with  these  and  many  other 
comforting  assurances  of  the  favor  and 
blessing  of  the  Lord  our  God,  we  have 
at  times  been  oppressed  with  fears  and 
nearly  overborne  by  anxieties.  But  we 
find  that  there  is  no  remedy  so  effectual 
as  prayer. 

*^  Have  we  trials  and  temptations  ? 
Is  there  trouble  anywhere  ? 
We  should  never  be  discouraged ; 
Take  it  to  the  Lord  in  prayer." 

Indeed,  Ave  are  realizing  new  and 
divine  uses  of  trials.  Through  grace 
they  bring  us  nearer  to  God,  more  into 
sympathy  with  his  suffering  Son  in  what 
yet  remains  to  be  fulfilled  for  his  glory's 
sake. 

WEAKENING  ALLIANCES. 

Our  anxieties  arise  and  are  kept  up  by 
want  of  faith  in  the  word  of  God  con- 
cerning the  progress  of  Christ's  kingdom 
in  and  over  the  world.  The  world  is  all 
against  the  spirit,  word,  and  grace  of 
Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.  And,  through 
the  depravities  of  sin,  there  is  such  a 
common  and  prevailing  tendency,  even 
among  the  professed  people  of  God,  to 
yield  to  the  allurements  of  the  world 
and  the  enticements  of  the  flesh ,  that  our 
warfare  against  them  in  our  own  natures 
and  in  our  families  must  be  incessant. 
We  meet  them,  too,  in  our  cburches. 


How  many  members  of  chorcbee  are  so 
allied  to  the  world  in  their  habits  of 
thought,  feeling,  and  action,  that  they 
exert  no  elevating  nor  even  restrainiiig 
influence  over  their  associates  I 

AN  EXAMPLE. 

A  day  or  two  since  I  was  standing  in 
hearing  distance  of  a  party  of  three  gen- 
tlemen. One  was  an  ungodly  man,  the 
others  members  of  churches.  The  first 
was  swearing  freely,  not  in  the  least 
restrained  by  the  presence  of  the  two 
professed  Christians.  I  called  him  by 
name,  saying,  *'  I  did  not  expect  that  of 
you.''  lie  apologized  at  once,  saying, 
•*  Doctor,  you  were  not  presumed  to  be 
about."  The  next  day,  meeting  him 
alone,  I  said  to  him:  "T  was  pained  to 
hear  your  expressions  yesterday.  I  did 
not  know  that  you  were  in  the  habit 
of  profanity."  **I  am  sorry  that  it  oc- 
curred," he  replied,  "  and  will  be  more 
guarded  in  future  when  you  are  about." 
"  But,"  I  said,  "  the  good  Lord  hears  all 
that  we  say,  and  is  ever  watching  over 
us  for  good."  He  is  what  the  world 
calls  "  a  jolly  good  fellow,"  and,  while 
he  shows  appropriate  regard  for  those 
whom  he  respects  as  tru€  Christians,  he 
is  utterly  indifferent  to  mere  profession. 
There  are  many  of  this  class,  and  too 
many  occasions  for  their  disestcem  of  oar 
holy  religion. 

The  Sunday-school  work  has  received 
a  fresh  inspiration  from  our  county  con- 
vention. The  Bible  work  is  making 
progress  here,  as  is  also  the  temperance 
reformation.  Still  much  ground  remains 
to  be  possessed,  and  the  laborers  are  few. 
The  Lord  send  more  forth  into  the 
harvest  I 


ILLINOIS. 
Hcv.  S,  B.  Ooodenow^  Chandlertille, 

A  FAITHFUL   FEW. 

Never,  in  all  my  long  ministry,  have  I 
found  so  active  and  persevering  an  ele* 
ment  to  work  with  as  in  this  little  flock. 
It  does  seem  as  though  God  must  bless 
the  untiring  faith  and  eamestnees  of  the 
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two  or  three"  ever  asking  and  doing 
in  his  name.  This  is  the  one  hopeful, 
redeeming  feature  in  this  otherwise  dis- 
couraging field.  There  is  a  great  work 
needing  to  be  done,  but  it  is  hard  to  do 
it  Egyptian  darkness  reigns  in  this 
outlying  quarter  of  the  "Egypt"  of 
Illinois. 

WADY  EL  80D0MA. 

There  juts  up  here,  into  the  very  heart 
of  Centml  Illinois,  the  Sangamon  river 
"  bottom,"  full  of  Southern  proclivities, 
a  4ort  of  wady  el  Sodoma  from  the 
"  wilderness  of  Sin."  But  the  light  of 
the  nineteenth  century  is  creeping  in,  and 
the  evil  spirits,  whose  name  is  **  legion," 
die  hard.  W^  could  tell  you  of  a  case 
of  attempted  human  Mcrifies^  here,  on 
the  shrine  of  an  uncouth  sect,  within  the 
memory  of  our  present  members.  And 
later  scenes  of  rude  and  grotesque  Sab- 
bath performance  might  be  rehearsed 
which  would  throw  into  the  shade  the 
recitals  of  semi-barbarous  doings  in  Zu- 
luland  or  in  Hindustan.  The  "  Jordan  " 
of  Elder  Campbell  is  the  divinity  of  this 
region,  and  it  is  hard  for  Christianity  to 
make  head  against  so  close  an  imita- 
tion of  itself,  wliich  we  dare  not  indorse 
and  are  afraid  to  condemn.  While  a 
heathen  nation  may  be  bom  to  Christ 
In  a  day,  it  seems  like  a  centennial  work 
to  elevate  a  population  befuddled  with 
the  name  without  the  idea  of  Christ. 
Slow  and  steady  work  is  what  alone  can 
win  the  day ;  and  missionary  societies,  as 
well  as  missionaries,  must  "  let  patience 
have  its  perfect  work." 

HOLD  ON  AND  HOLD  OUT.   " 

But  meanwhile  the  best  that  is  possible 
must  be  done.  The  little  live  working 
force,  so  trusting  in  God,  so  clinging  to 
the  horns  of  the  altar,  must  be  kept  at 
it,  and  the  few  that  do  come  under  our 
influence  must  be  gathered  in,  more  and 
tnore,  till  barriers  shall  some  day  sud- 
denly break  away,  and  this  whole  fair 
region  be  flooded  with  salvation. 

Brethren  of  the  Anierican  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society,  keep  hold  on  Chandler- 


ville.  Whoever  works  or  does  not  work 
for  you  here,  this  stake,  this  only  stake, 
so  long  ago  driven  down  into  Sangamon 
bottom,  must  not  be  pulled  up.  "Hold 
the  fort,"  if  only  as  a  strategic  point,  a 
picket  outpost,  a  defiance  to  heathenism 
in  Central  Illinois.  Hold  it  on  princi- 
ple, for  God  and  for  His  people,  and  not 
from  any  carnal  divisive  policy.  There 
is  a  little  company  of  whole-souled 
working  disciples ;  with  persevering  en-* 
couragment  from  outside,  they  are  bound 
to  conquer  for  Christ.  Our  little  Puritan 
church  was  first  on  the  ground,  at  the 
start  of  the  town.  With  wonderful  faitK 
and  pluck  it  has  kept  along  these  forty 
years  through  the  wilderness.  God  keep 
it  still,  and  make  it  inherit  the  land ! 


ITEMS  FROM  THE  FIELD. 

— At  Reed  City,  Mich.,  interest  in  the 
church  building  has  been  steadily  rising, 
and  the  people  have  been  led  to  under- 
take more  than  they  first  projected, 
though  not  more  than  the  wants  of  the 
place  demand.  The  congregation  is  of 
a  hopeful  and  growing  sort.  A  class  of 
people — railroad  men,  young  men,  and 
business  men — reached  with  difficulty  in 
many  such  places,  are  there  quite  habitual 
attendants  on  worship.  Our  missionary 
confesses  to  having  "  a  sort  of  courage 
and  hopefulness  when  preaching  at  that 
place,  which  he  does  not  have  in  many 
others."     Cause  or  consequence,  which  ? 

— I  suppose  you  would  like  to  know 
something  how  at  least  one  missionary 
lives  out  here  in  Nebraska.  Wlien  I 
came,  last  December,  I  could  find  but  one 
house  to  be  rented,  where  a  family  could 
be  by  themselves.  This  contained  one 
room,  14x16  ft,  and  a  little  wood- 
house,  6x8  ft.  of  rough  boards  so 
loosely  joined  that  you  might  stick  your 
hand  partially  through  between  them. 
It  was  a  question,  how  we  could  live  in 
this — my  wife,  wife's  sister,  two  children, 
and  myself.  But  we  settled  it  thus:  the 
woodshed  covered  with  tar-paper  is 
made  to  serve  aa  «k  ^oo^.  cci<:J*.-\^civcw> 
!  and  then  came  l\\e  ^  ^i.\xi%  'vr^''  ^^  '^'^ 
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other  room.  Obtaining  the  needed  lum- 
ber, I  partitioned  off  one  comer,  6x6 
ft,  as  a  bedroom  for  the  sister.  Between 
that  and  the  wall  our  own  bedstead,  a 
dry  goods  box  containing  sundries,  and 
the  door.  Tliis  takes  up  about  half  of 
*  the  room.'  Then  we  have  the  remain- 
der for  our  table,  chairs,  bureau*  and 
books.  See  what  an  amount  of  room  we 
have — all  in  so  little  space!  dining- 
room,  sitting-room,  parlor  and  study, 
all  hero  in  a  nutshell !  Can  this  be  beat  i 
Perhaps  you  can  imagine  something  of 
the  help  I  have  in  studying  from  my  little 
children,  who  often  stand  on  either  side. 
You.  see  how  nicely  we  are  situated. 
But,  oh  !  what  warm  weather,  and  how 
can  we  stand  it  in  this  room  with  only 
one  windoAV  !  But  we  are  thankful,  too, 
for  that. 

— I  found  the  church  in  R ,  in  a 

healthy  state,  alive  with  the  thoughts  of 
building  a  h<)usc  of  worship.  I  am  sorry 
that  I  had  to  dampen  their  zeal,  but  as  I 
hope,  only  to  direct  it  aright  They  had 
commenced  work  on  the  lots.  I  asked 
whether  they  had  the  deeds  for  the  lots  ? 
They  said  *  no,*  but  the  lady  owning  them 
had  promised  to  give  them.  I  urged  the 
obtaining  of  the  deeds,  and  when  they 
went  to  get  them  she  said  that  her  hus- 
band would  not  give  his  consent;  so, 
after  all,  we  have  had  to  buy  them.  I 
then  inquired  about  the  cost  of  the  pro- 
posed building,  and  the  amount  already 
subscribed  for  it     I  found  that  it  would 


cost,  at  the  least,  $4,000  to  get  the  empty 
sliell,  and  fully  $6,000  to  complete  it, 
and  they  had  not  over  $1,000  available 
on  the  subscription.  I  said  we  must 
bring  the  subscription  and  the  building 
nearer  together,  and  this  is  what  we  are 
at  work  at  now ;  and  we  hope  yet  to 
succeed  in  getting  us  a  comfortable  place 
of  worship. 

— Rev.  E.  A.  Ruddock  of  South  Haven, 
Mich.,  writes :  The  Ix)rd  has  blessed  us 
wonderfully  since  I  last  rejMjrted.  Fifty- 
nine  persons  have  united  with  the  chnrh, 
nearly  all  upon  profeflsion  of  faith.  Most 
of  them  were  converted  during  the  re- 
vival last  winter  and  spring.  So  many 
young  people  coming  in,  necessitated 
a  young  peo])lcs'  meeting^  and  this  has 
been  a  great  help  to  us  all.  The  reli- 
gious interest  still  continues  (July  20th), 
though  no  special  meetings  are  now  held. 
We  are  hard  at  work  building  a  newand 
larger  house  of  worship.  The  founda- 
tion is  completed  and  the  superstructure 
commenced.  Wo  are  all  of  us  terypoor^ 
but  willing  to  work,  and  we  hope  to  suc- 
ceed in  the  great  undertaking.  Our  little 
chapel  has  long  been  too  small  for  us. 
Thus  far,  the  Lord  has  prospered  us 
even  beyond  what  we  had  dared  to  hope. 

We  have  resolved  to  go  forward  only  so 
fast  and  so  far  as  the  way  is  opened. 

By  110  means  shall  we  f/o  into  d<hl^  even  to 
the  amount  of  one  dollar.  We  ask  the 
sympathy  and  the  prayers  of  all  Chris- 
tians. 


^Hu^Uxitt^)x%. 


THE   TREASURY. 

The  condition  of  things  has  not  im- 
proved. One  month  ago  we  reported 
the  treasury  as  $25,000  behind.  It  is 
now  $30,000.  What  was  said  then  in 
respect  to  want  is  now  more  painfully 
true  and  emphatic.  The  letters  from 
brethren  on  the  field,  suffering  from 
want  and  dishonored  credit,  are  daily 
becoming  more  numerous  and  distressing. 
More  than/our  hundred  f aitbf al  miBsion- 


aries  at  the  West  whose  remittances  have  * 
thus  been   overdue,   from  three  to   six 
months,   are  now  waiting  with  anxiety 
to  know  what  response  the  churches  will 
make  to  this,  their  appeal. 

And,  just  here,  we  are  glad  to  say 
that  the  eontrihutions  from  the  churches 
in  these  first  four  months  (closing  with 
July)  of  the  Society's  year,  arc  tlightlj 
in  advance  of  those  in  tlie  same  four 
mouths  of  1870,  a  most  gratifying  and 
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encouraging  fact  when  we  consider  the 
distress  of  the  times;  but  the  receipts 
from  Isffaeies  have  been  less  by  more 
than  $15,000. 

This  note  will  meet  the  eye  of  many  a 
pastor  and  church  member,  just  return- , 
ing  from  vacation  with  a  new  sense  of 
health  and  strength,  and  with  a  heart 
filled  with  thankful  joy  for  what  Qod 
has  graciously  given  to  him  and  his 
family.  The  remembrance  of  his  brother 
on  the  missionary  field,  suffering  and  in 
want,  the  refiection  that  Christ's  mission- 
ary work  in  our  land  has  caUed  a  halt 
all  along  the  advancing  line  for  want  of 
funds,  will  surely,  at  such  an  hour,  make 
its  own  touching  and  persuasive  appeal. 
We  can  add  ijothing  to  it.  Tlie  fac(;s 
are  given.  It  wtU  strike  every  reader 
that  whatever  is  to  be  done  should  be 
done  soon. 


OHIO. 

This  has  been  one  of  the  Western 
Home  Missionary  States.  It  is  still  the 
scene  of  much  missionary  labor.  It 
was  West.  It  is  East  Its  growth  is 
something  marvelous.  First  settled  at 
its  south-eastern  comer,  in  1788,  less 
than  one  hundred  years  ago,  by  men  of 
whom  Washington  said :  "  I  knew  many 
of  them  personally,  and  there  never 
were  men  better  calculated  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  such  a  community,"  its 
population  is  now  estioiated  at  fully 
three  millions — a  number  greater  than 
that  of  the  whole  country  when  inde- 
pendence was  declared. 

Beneath  its  40,000  square  miles  of 
fertile  soil  there  are  10,000  square  miles 
of  coal,  and  4,000  square  miles  of  iron. 
Ohio  alone  would  supply  for  centuries 
tlic  world's  need  of  these  two  greatest^ 
factors  of  industrial  wealth. 

The  products  of  its  mines,  fields,  and 
factories  could  easily,  and  will,  no  doubt 
within  a  century,  sustain  a  population 
of  ten  millions.  After  feeding  her  own 
inhabitants,  this  State  exports  direct  and 
indirect  products  pf  her  soil  to  the 
amount  of  $100,000,000  a  year.    Taxa- 


tion for  school  purposes  in  1874  yielded 
$7,452,185!  Twenty-eight  other  States, 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  included, 
have  a  larger  proportion  of  illiterate  in- 
habitants. It  has  more  colleges  and  uni- 
versities and  college  teachers  than  all  the 
six  New  England  States.  The  ratio  of 
college  students  to  the  population  is 
also  among  the  highest  No  State  has 
so  many  churches.  Those  of  the  Congre- 
gational polity  now  contain  over  21,000 
members,  having  made  a  net  gain  of 
1,400  within  a  year.  Want  of  room 
forbids  our  going  on. 

These  facts  are  given  to  point  the  ques- 
tion— What  place  ought  Ohio  to  take, 
what  share  ought  Ohio  to  have,  where 
ought  Ohio  to  stand  in  this  great 
home  missionary  movement  and  work  f 
Among  the  leaders,  at  the  forefront,  or 
far,  far  behind  ?  We  want  to  ask  our 
Ohio  brethren  whether  they  are  satisfied 
to  have  such  States  as  Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  and  Vermont  —  naturally 
sterile  and  poor,  much  smaller  than 
Ohio,  having  fewer  churches  and  church 
members,  having  proportionately  more 
home  missionary  work  to  do  ioside  their 
own  borders,  and  located  further  from 
that  -great  West  and  South-west  whence 
appeal  most  comes — stand,  year  after 
year,  far  ahead  of  Ohio  in  efforts  to 
plant  that  West  and  South-west  with 
churches  of  Christ?  If  they  can  be 
satisfied  with  that  showing,  we  are  mis- 
taken in  our  men.  Is  it  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  a  State  of  such  wealth  and 
population  and  power,  with  so  many  and 
growing  Congregational  churches,  stand- 
ing too  at  the  gateway  of  the  great  re- 
gions beyond,  will  soon  make  her  home 
missionary  gifts  correspondingly  great? 
It  can  be  done,  and  it  ought  to  be  done. 


RIOTS  AND  HOME  MISSIONS. 

We  have  lately  been  undergoing  a 
small  volcanic  eruption.  The  shiver  of 
its  earthquake  ran  through  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  The  principal 
centers  of  outbreak  were  at  PittBb\K^> 
Baltimore,  Chicago,  ^\k  \aO\»&^^^.*  '^Tvsa.- 
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Cisco;  and  the  principal  direction  of  dis- 
turbance was  along  the  lines  of  the 
greater  tronk  railroads,  East  and  West. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the 
country  was  startled  and  amazed  at  the 
caref  ally  prepared  suddenness,  flrmness, 
and  strength,  not  less  than  the  area  and 
yiolence  of  the  forces  at  work. 

We  were  not  expecting  such  a  revolu- 
tion on  American  soil.  Such  things 
might  be  ez|)ectcd  in  Europe— that  hot- 
bed of  Socialistic  Communism,  where 
poorly  educated  masses,  imprisoned 
within  close  environment  of  crowded 
population  and  no  more  land,  are  fight- 
ing hard  for  a  bare  living,  hoi)elc88  of 
bettering  themselves,  and  bitter  toward 
prosperous  men — but  they  have  not  been 
looked  for  here  in  America;  with  its 
free  schools,  its  free  press,  its  i*eading, 
thinking,  free  people,  having  plenty  of 
free  land  for  outlet  and  the  way  for  all 
generous  human  rivalry  free  and  open 
to  every  man.  "  No  1  Not  here  in  Amer- 
icrt,"  that  was  our  secure  feeling. 

Suddenly  we  woke  to  find  the  nation's 
traffic  throttled,  its  great  avenues  in  the 
hands  of  a  mob;  an  organized,  desperate, 
insurrectionary  mob.  The  worst  scenes 
were  enacted.  The  murder  of  men,  the  fir- 
ing of  cities,  the  sack  and  pillage  of  rail- 
road trains,  of  stores,  warehouses,  and 
private  houses  began,  and  were  checked 
only  when  discharges  of  musketry  swept 
the  streets.  The  strong  arm  of  law  did 
make  itself  felt,  but  it  was  only  after  a 
slow  week  that  order  was  restored. 

It  thi»  the  "beginning^  or^  the  end? 
Does  it  open  and  close,  or  merely  open 
a  new  chapter  of  American  history  ?  Is 
this  second  century  of  the  nation  to  wit- 
ness an  expansion,  even,  of  what  was 
thus  inaugurated  in  the  first  year  of  that 


ary  aspect,  to  this  late  startling  ootlMKak. 
We  ask ;  no  I  Qod  asks  men  through  it 
— what  power  is  strong  enough  to  hold 
this  American  people  still,  to  bridle  its 
aroused  energy  and  pa&sion  at  all  times, 
that  it  shall  keep  the  peace ;  that  such 
volcanic  throes  and  outbreaks  shall  not 
be  possible  ?  aye ;  shall  not  become  re- 
current and  chronic  ? 

The  Advance  prints  the  report  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Cook's  lecture  at  Chicago  (July 
18th),  from  which  we  take  a  partial 
answer : 

**  Ask  the  great  men  who  sit  yonder 

•  *  •  whether  the  length  of  your  rail- 
ways, the  height  of  your  warehouses,  or 
even  the  number  of  your  schools,  will 
keep  in  order  a  large  unemployed  popu- 
lation in  the  Mississi^jpi  valley.  There 
is  not  a  man  of  affairs,  with  large  and 
level  head,  who  docs  not  know  that  the 
best,  and  in  the  last  resort  the  only 
effective  policeman  in  a  republic,  is  the 
Suuday,  the  Sunday-school,  and  the 
Bible.  *  *  *  If  I  am  to  speak  of  strategic 
problems  in  the  West  as  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  do  in  the  East,  I  must  not  omit 
the  certainty  that  you  don't  want  the  fast 
men  to  manage  this  swift,  advancing 
civilization;  your  bankers,  your  railroad 
men,  and  all  who  desire  the  industrial 
welfare  of  the  West,  ought  to  desire  also 
that  she  shall  be  policed  on  every  acre 
with  a  church  and  with  a  Sunday-school. 

•  *  •  The  great  problem  here  is  just  what 
it  is  at  the  East — How  to  fill  the  masses 
with  the  s])irit  of  Him  whb  spake  as 
never  man  spoke." 

We  have  no  other  answer  to  give. 
Who  has  another  that  will  bear  the  cold 
scrutiny  of  historic  test?  What  can, 
what  will  save  this  nation  for  Qod,  for 
humanity,  for  itself,  unless  the  law  and 


century?      *A  small  volcanic  eruption," ^^^e  Spirit  of  Christ  be  enthroned  and 


we  said.  The  nation  is  large  enough  to 
have  convulsions  in  its  bosom  to  which 
this  was  but  child^s  play  1  We  are  gather- 
ing within  its  limits  masses  of  fearful 
discordancy,  of  fervent  passions,  of  un 
tamable  energy,  of  invincible  courage — 
possibly,  of  unbridled  ferocity  of  Will  I 
There  is  a  moral  aspect — a  home  mission- 


omnipotent  in  its  every  part  ? 


WHAT   SHALL  BE   DONE  ? 

This  question  was  raised  last  month 
in  speaking  of  the  effort  and  desire  of 
the  Executive  Committe  to  bring  de- 
pendent churches  forward  to  self-support. 

1.  The  first  thing,  at  least  one  of  first 
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consequence,  is,  that  all  concerned  should 
get  the  idea  that  voluntary  or  careless 
application  for  aid  beyond  the  line  of 
stricUH  necesnty  is  a  sin  against  God  and 
a  crime  against  men. 

It  wrongs  the  contributors  of  these 
Christian  funds,  but  worse,  it  robs  and 
defrauds  the  7nore  destitute — perishing 
in  their  sins  and  left  to  perish,  unsought, 
because  the  money  that  would  have  sent 
Gtod's  messages  to  them  was  taken  by 
those  who  needed  it  not.  So  long  as 
churches  or  ministers  fail  to  see  this, 
and  apply  for  help  which  is  not  abso- 
lutely a  necessity,  or  apply  for  more  than 
absolute  necessity  calls  for,  they  are, 
consciously  or  unconsciously,  commit- 
ting this  great  wrong  against  those  for 
whom  Christ  died.  There  are  whole 
regions,  great  sections  of  our  land, 
where  this  society  has  no  laborers,  where 
Christ  is  not  known,  into  which  it  can- 
not enter,  and  from  which  it  must  turn 
sadly  but  resolutely  away,  though  the 
pleadings  for  help  from  a  few,  earnest. 
Christian  souls  are  deeply  affecting,  be- 
cause there  arc  no  funds  left  What 
shall  be  said  of  churches  that,  willingly 
or  carelessly,  drain  the  goblet  dry  for 
their  mere  selfish  pleasure  under  circum- 
stances like  these? 

2.  The  second  thing  is,  that  all  con- 
cerned should  get  the  idea  that  depend- 
ence heyond  the  line  of  most  absolute 
necesnty^  is  a  damaging  wrong  to  itself 
iff  the  church  that  allows  it.  What  was 
needed  at  first  may  not  be  now.  Silent- 
ly, unobservedly,  that  church  has  been 
making  some  increase  of  itself.  But  it 
goes  on  asking  what  it  first  asked  and 
needed,  but  needs  no  longer.  That  very 
act,  much  more  the  habit  of  imagining 
itself  poor  and  weak  which  lies  behind 
the  act,  helps  to  make  it  so.  It  shrinks 
the  spirit  of  enterprise,  it  contracts  and 
enfeebles  all  proposed  plans  of  Christian 
effort,  it  reduces  estimates  to  the  lowest 
figure.  Tliat  church  cannot  outgrow  its 
own  estimate  of  itself.  The  habit  of 
stretching  itself  even  beyond  its  measure, 
would  have  been  healthful,  stimulating. 
The  planning  and  doing  of  things  whose 


success  is  a  delightful  suri)rise  to  our- 
selves, is  a  perpetual  inspiration.  The 
feeling  of  independence  is  strength. 

Every  one  will  respond  to  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  a  letter  recently  re- 
ceived. It  covers  both  of  the  points 
thus  far  made :  "  It  is  our  present  pur- 
pose not  to  apply  for  further  assist- 
ance. While  it  is,  of  course,  pleasant 
and  helpful  to  be  in  connection  with 
such  an  excellent  benevolent  institution 
and  in  correspondence  with  such  worthy 
brethren  as  manage  its  affairs,  still  it  is 
far  better  for  a  church,  if  possible,  to 
meet  its  own  pecuniary  obligations  and 
exi)erience  the  consequent  independence. 
And  my  decided  conviction  is,  that 
this  church  had  better  stand  alone  in 
the  future,  that,  by  using  its  entire  pos- 
sible strength,  it  may  relieve  the  over- 
drawn treasury  of  the  Society  and  allow 
the  funds  hitherto  received  to  be  sent 
to  more  needy  fields," 

3.  The  third  thing  is,  that  mission- 
aries themselves  who  help  to  decide  on 
the  amount  that  shall  be  asked ;  and  the 
district  missionary  committees  or  neigh- 
boring ministers  whose  advice  is  sought 
— and  whose  influence  can  be  made  effec- 
tive* in  a  hundred  ways — shall  create 
a  right  public  sentiment  and  pour  it 
around  applying  churches,  shall  rigor- 
ously insist  on  keeping  within  the 
line  of  exact,  absolute  necessity  in  fix- 
ing the  amount — yielding  nothing  to 
mere  good  nature  or  kindliness  of  local 
feeling — and  shall  thus  cooperate  with 
and  strengthen  the  efforts  of  the  execu- 
tive committee  here  in  New  York.  The 
Society's  superintendents  in  the  several 
States  and  Territories  are  abundantly 
instructed,  and  are  likely  to  do  their 
duty  on  this  point ;  but  they  need  to 
be  reinforced  by  ofiUciol  and  unofiS- 
cial  brethren  around  them.  A  public 
sentiment  must  be  created  against  receiv- 
ing an  unnceded  amount  of  aid  that  shall 
consume  the  too  prevalent  habit  of  ask- 
ing for  it  in  the  fires  of  a  righteous  in- 
dignation. We  have  yet  further  sugges- 
tions, but  must  reserve  them  for  another 
time. 
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Amorloan  Oongregatioiud  Union. 

Rev.  Rat  Palmbr,  D.D.,  Sec.,  69  Bible 

HouBe,  New  York. 
Rev.  Christopher  Cushino,  D.D.,  Sec., 

20  Congregational  House,  Boston. 

N.  A.  Calkins,  Treas.,  69  Bible  House, 
,    New  York. 

The  Mfe-keeping  of  ehureh  property 
has  necessarily  become  one  of  the  most 
important  duties  of  the  Union.  It  was 
found,  very  soon  after  the  work  of  aid- 
ing in  church  erection  began,  that  a 
large  percentage  of  the  money  given 
would  certainly  be  lost  if  not  legally 
secured.  Every  gift  or  loan,  therefore, 
that  passes  through  the  Union,  is  so 
covered  by  it  as  to  secure  it  from  loss,  so 
far  as  this  is  possible.  This  makes  the 
Union  a  society,  not  merely  for  collect- 
ing and  disbursing  money,  but,  in  addi- 
tion to  that,  for  the  great  and  difficult 
work  of  holding  for  security,  and  recover- 
ing when  churches  fail,  a  large  and  con- 
stantly increasing  amount  of  property  in 
the  form  of  real  estate,  scattered  over 
the  whole  country.  In  the  case  of  each 
church  asking  aid,  it  must  be  ascer- 
tained that  it  holds  its  lot  by  a  perfect 
title;  that  the  organization  and  action 
of  the  corporate  body  that  is  to  hold 
the  property  have  been  in  accordance 
witli  local  laws;  in  case  of  loan,  that 
security,  by  deed  or  mortgage,  has  been 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer; 
and  that  a  contract  by  which  the  church 
binds  itself  perpetually  to  conform  to  all 
the  conditions  of  the  grant,  or  to  refund 
the  money  given,  has  been  duly  executed. 
Recently  in  place  of  the  original  form 
of  contract,  called  the  "  Certificate  and 
Agreement,"  a  regular  bond  and  mort- 
gage has  been  substituted,  which,  em- 
bodying the  same  obligations,  can  be 
recorded  in  each  place. .  The  Union  thus 
assumes  the  responsibility  of  guardian- 
ship and  care  of  all  the  property  so 
secured,  in  the  interest  of  the  contributing 
churches.  Its  work  in  this  mattei^  is  at 
once  a  most  necessary  and  very  difficult 


one.  Yet  it  is  probably  not  often 
thought  of  as  a  work  of  the  Union  at 
all.  In  addition  to  the  property  so  held 
for  safe-keeping,  the  Union  has  also  a 
large  amount  committed  to  it  in  tmsl  by 
churches  that  have  sought  its  aid  in 
making  their  church  property  perma- 
nently secure. 

Defaulting  Churches. — Every  church 
when  it  receives  a  grant  from  the  Union 
solemnly  contracts  in  the  instrument 
above  referred  to,  signed  by  its  trustees 
and  deacons  for  themselves  and  their  suc- 
cessors, to  keep  the  Congregational  faith 
and  polity,  to  maintain  public  worship, 
to  keep  their  hofise  of  worship  insured, 
and  to  send  annually  a  contribution  to 
the  Union  for  the  church  building 
work ;  or,  in  failure  to  do  these  things, 
to  refund  the  money.  A  great  number 
of  churches  A/iw  failed  to  fulfill  their 
contract,  and  are  now  liable  at  any  time 
to  be  called  on  by  the  Union  to  pay 
bach  their  grant  The  General  Associa- 
tions of  Ohio  and  Illinois,  at  their  late 
meetings,  voted  heartily  that  the  Union 
will  be  fully  justified  in  making  this 
demand.  This  step  may  become  neces- 
sary. The  trustees  of  the  Union  will, 
however,  be  much  better  pleased  if 
every  pastor  of  an  aided  church,  by 
calling  the  attention  of  his  people  to 
their  Christian  obligations  in  this  matter, 
will  save  them  the  necessity  of  taking  a 
step  to  which  they  would  resort  with 
great  reluctance.  Surely  no  church  can 
be  willing  to  stand  in  the  position  of  one 
who  has  accepted  a  sacred  charity  on  cer- 
tain definite  conditions,  and  then  ignored 
entirely  his  deliberate  Christian  pledgee. 
We  hesitate  to  tell  how  many  churches 
are  in  this  condition,  and  trust  it  may 
never  be  necessary  to  do  it  Will  not 
every  aided  church  whose  house  is  not 
insured  attend  to  this  at  once;  and 
every  church  that  is  in  arrears  with  its 
pledged  collection,  give  prompt  attention 
to  these  things.  Where,  if  not  in  Chris- 
tian churches,  shall  we  look  for  scrapu- 
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lous  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  obliga- 
tions deliberately  assnmed  ? 


Am^iioan  Oollogo  and   Education  So- 
ciety. 

Rbt.  InorbassN.  Tarboz,  D.D.,  Sec. 

jAMsa  M.  Gordon,  Esq.,  Treas. 

Ofi&ce,  No.  82  Cong.  House,  Boston. 

Money  may  be  sent  either  to  the  Treas- 
urer, in  Boston ;  or  to  Rev.  Charles 
P.  Bush,  D.D.,  89  Bible  House,  New 
York. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the 
able  address  by  Dt,  N.  J.  Morrison,  Presi- 
dent of  Drury  College,  given  at  tlie 
anniversary  of  the  American  College  and 
Education  Society  in  Boston,  May  81st, 
1877:  "Latterly  the  soundness  of  the 
beneficiary  principle  in  education,  especi- 
ally education  for  the  ministry,  has  from 
several  quarters  met  with  peremptory 
challenge.  A  leading  religious  journal 
led  the  attack.  A  distinguished  Pres- 
byterian pastor  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
once  declared  to  me  that  the  prevalent 
method  of  promoting  clerical  education 
in  America  had  *  pauperized '  the  min- 
istry of  the  whole  Presbyterian  churcli. 
And  just  now  the  President  of  our  old- 
est and  most  famous  university  has 
added  the  weight  of  his  testimony  on 
the  same  side. 

**  This  is  not  the  tique  and  place,  if 
there  were  really  occasion,  for  a  formal 
defence  of  the  work  which,  for  three- 
score years,  the  American  Education 
Society  has  been  doing  for  the  churches. 
Nevertheless,  it  may  be  proper  to  indi- 
cate the  untenableness  of  the  position 
taken  by  these  critics,  and  to  recall  some 
of  the  results  of  the  career  of  this  vener- 
able Society.  If  the  policy  of  this  So- 
ciety be  radically  vicious,  as  alleged, 
then  the  practice  of  the  Church  univer- 
sal, in  every  age,  in  every  clime,  and 
under  every  variety  of  form,  has  been 
Ticious;  for  from  the  first,  the  church 
has  sought  to  provide,  at  her  own  ex- 
pense, for  the  training  of  her  future 
officers,  just  as  civil  governments  pro- 
vide for  the  education  of  those  who  are 
to  lead  their  armies.    Moreover,  if  cleri- 


cal students  are  likely  to  be  weakened 
and  emasculated  by  the  fact  that  they 
receive  needed  gratuitious  aid,  then 
fellowships  and  all  foundations  for  free 
instructions  in  science,  literature  and  art, 
must  also  be  wrong  in  principle  and 
pernicious  in  practice ;  nay,  the  whole 
system  of  the  higher  education,  whether 
upon  government  support  or  on  the 
foundations  of  private  munificence,  liss 
open  to  the  same  fatal  objection.  For  in 
the  trtiest  sense,  every  university,  college 
and  school  worthy 'of  the  name  of  cul- 
ture, is  an  eleemosynary  institution  and 
every  student  therein  is  a  beneficiary. 

"  An  alumnus  of  Harvard,  for  in- 
stance, has  perhaps  paid  in  tuition  fees, 
during  his  four  years'  residence  in  Cam- 
bridge, the  respectable  sum  of  six  hun- 
dred dollars.  When  he  takes  his  diplo- 
ma, he  may  fancy  that  he  has  returned 
the  full  pecuniary  equivalent  of  his 
schooling.  On  the  contrary,  though  we 
make  no  account  of  the  vast  amount  of 
fixed  capital  invested  there  in  grounds, 
hulls,  libraries,  cabinets,  etc.,  and  con- 
sider only  the  actual  cost  of  the  instruc- 
tion given  him,  the  graduate  goes  away 
indebted  to  the  university  to  the  amount 
of  more  than  twelve  hundred  dollars! 
To  the  university  ? .  No  ;  rather  to  John 
Harvard,  Gore,  Appleton,  Lawrence, 
Walker,  and  the  rest  of  Harvard's  long 
line  of  illustrious  benefactors ;  and  what 
is  true  of  a  student  at  Harvard  in  this 
respect  is  true  in  principle  of  all  students 
in  all  colleges.  Doubtless  the  aid 
granted  may  be  so  liberal,  or  offered 
under  such  conditions,  as  to  tend  to  be- 
numb the  student's  energies  and  weaken 
his  sense  of  independence  and  self-re- 
liance. The  principle  is  of  course  liable 
to  abuse. 


**  According  to  the  highest  testimony, 
the  beneficiary  clerical  student  has,  on 
the  average,  outranked  in  scholarship 
not  only  the  average  student  in  prepara- 
tion for  other  purposes,  but  also  the 
average  no/i-beneficiary  clerical  students. 
In  our  younger  western  colleges  it  is 
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quite  the  uniform  experience  that  the 
best  scholars,  and  those  on  whom  the 
reputation  of  the  college  "for  high 
scholarship  chiefly  rests,  Ilaye  been  bene- 
ficiaries of  this  Society,  or  of  some  other 
similar  agency  or  fund.  Statistics; 
gathered  at  Andover  show  that  th^re  is 


less  waste  from  failure,  or  defection,  in 
the  clerical  profession,  than  among  edu- 
cated men  in  other  professions,  and  also 
that  the  amount  of  such  waste  is  UofA  in 
the  case  of  those  who  have  receiTed 
their  education  through  the  aid  of  the 
churches." 


§^p|)irintmenti$  in  fulg,  1877. 


Hot  in  commUmUm  la§t  fftar. 
Bev.  Lewif*  P.  Bnmd,  Paola,  Kan. 
Rev.   George  P.  Claflin,  McPhenon  and  Monitor, 

Kan. 
Bey.  William  Wilson,  Preston  Lake  and  Uatcbinnon, 

Minn. 
Rev.  Newton  I.  Jonet,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa. 
Ber.  Jackson  TibbiU,  Kankanna  and  Wrightotown, 

Wis. 
Bev.  John  Bradshaw,  De  Kalb,  111. 
Bev.  Joel  M.  Seymour,  Ft  Wayne,  Ind. 

Bev.  Andrew  C.  Dnncan.  Soqnel,  GaL 

Bev.  Benjamin  F.  Haskins,  Empire  and  Ashland, 

Kan. 
Bev.  Henry  Hoddle,  Garfield  and  Kinsley,  Kan. 
Rev.  Hiram   Myers,  Alma,   Dover,    Ncwbnry    and 

Snokomo,  Kan. 
Rev.  William  Gill,  Mantorville  and  Milton,  Minn. 
Bev.  WilliAm  L.  Coleman,  Spencer,   Gillet's  Grove 

and  ont-Btations,  Iowa. 


Bev.  Jonathan  Copeland,  Shclbyville  and 

tions,  Iowa. 

Bev.  Bichard  Hamel,  Warren  Township,  Iowa. 
Bev.  Georiro  W.  Palmer,  CarrolU  Iowa. 
Bev.  William  S.  Potwin,  Monona,  Iowa. 
Bov.  Enoch  Jones,  Delafleld,  Win. 
Bev.   Daniel  W.   Gilmore,  Potoal,  Burton  and  Mt 

Zion,  Wia. 
Bev.  John  C.  Bybolt,  Mnkwonago  and  oni-itation. 

Wis. 
Rev.  George  Smith,  Genesee,  Wis. 
Bev.  Simon  Bpyker,  Ithaca  and  Sextonville,  Wis. 
Bev.  David  Wirt,  Plymouth  and  Linden.  Wia. 
Btfv.  William  P.  Esler,  Sherman  and  Marilla,  Micb. 
Bev.   Lewis    E.  Hale,  Onekama   and    out-statjon, 

Mich. 
Bev.  Francis    J.    Donglasis   Bichmond,  HI.,    and 

Genua,  Wis. 
Rev.  Dwight  Dunham,.  Cambridge  and  out-statioiu, 

Pa. 
Bev.  George  M.  McEckron,  Parkville,  N.  T. 


%ttt\^X$    itt   ItttjJ,     187  7. 


28 

00 
00 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE— $416.28. 
Henniker.   On  account  of  Legacy  of  H. 

Gibmn,  by  Mr.  Albin,  Ex.,  #800 

Milford,  Mr.  and  MrK.   Lovell  Harris,  in 

full,  to  const.  Mr0.  P.  F.  Moore  a  L.  M.         6 
Wilton,  Second,  by  A.  B.  Clark,  11 

VERMONT- 146.40. 
Lunenburg,  M.  8.  Chandler,  by  Rev.  G.  A. 

Perkins,  10  00 

Button.  On  account  of  Legacy  of  Mrs.  L. 

B.  Hyde,  by  S.  M.  Lane,  SO 

'^eet  Cornwall.  Miss  M.  A.  Mead.  6 

MASSACHUSETTS— f  4,546. 10. 
Mass.   Home  Miss.   Soc.,  by  C.  Demond, 

Treaa.,  8,600 

Lawrence,  Central,  by  G.  Wilson,  to  oonht. 

A.  BriggM,  and  Miss  Sarah  L.  Gallison, 

L.  Ms.,  00  00 

MonMm,  Edward  F.  Morris,  to  const  him 

a  L.  D.,  100  00 

Mcmtagne,  Legacy  of  Mrs.  L.  B.  BradfOTd, 

t^  L.  Merriam,  Ex., 


40 
00 


00 


1,000 

100 

88 

600 

S50 

1 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


Northampton,  C.  L., 

Oxfoni    First,  by  K.  B.  Pease, 

Springfield*  '*H.  M."* 

"  Unabridged," 
Ware,  A.  Smith,  by  J.  Yale,  M.  D., 
Whately,  Legacy  on  account,  and  addM,  of 
W.  Merriam,  by  L.  Merriam,  E£,  S  10 

RHODE  ISLAND— %6.00 

Wcaterly,  by  ReV.  D.  W.  Beach,  6  00 

OONNBOTICUT— $8,883.26. 

Conn.  Home  Miss.  Soa,  by  W.  W.  Jaooba, 

Treaa.,  IS  OS 

Beoeived  by  F.  T.  Jannan, 

GniMf  ord.  First;  188  00 

Litchfield,  L.  M.,  7  00 

Wallingford,  *  46  00 


Berlin,  Second,  by  A.  North, 
Bridgeporti  Second,  by  0.  P.  Porter, 


00 
7 
100 


00 
02 
00 


Enfield,  First,  by  D.  W.  Johnson,  f  2  CO 

Goshen,  by  T.  A.  Hasen,  «  86 

Green  Farms,  Sabbath- School,  by  £.  Beers,    10  00 
Guilford,  Mrs.  Lucy  E.  TutUe,  60  00 

Hadley.  by  Rev.  M.  J.  Callan,  8  flO 

Hartford,  Legacy  of  Mrs.   Sarah  Isham, 

by  W.  W.  Graves,  Ex.,  ^2,000  00 

New  Haven,  Legacy  in  full  of  Miss  S.  J. 

Thompson,  by  J.  W.  Mansfield,  Ex., 
New  Haven,  Mrs.  B.  M.  Crane,   by  R, 

Crane, 
Newton,  Mrs.  G.  Wallace  Tbms, 
North  Greenwich,  Mrs.  Amy  S.  Downs,  by 

Mrs  G.  Wallace  Toms, 
NorwRlk,  First,  by  J.  W.  Wilson, 
Old  Saybrook.  Ladies^  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  by 

Mis.  G.  A.  Bushnell, 
Rockville,  Second,  to  const  C.  Weston,  H, 

Svlden,  G.  Angell,  and  W.  H.  Jones,  L. 

Ms., 
Sonthport,  by  B.  C.  Sherwood, 
Stamford,  Sabbath-School  of,  First,  by  H. 

Lockwood, 
Torringford,  Legacy  of  Maria  Miller,  by 

J.  E.  Barber,  Ex., 
Unionville.  by  J.  P.  Chamberlain. 
West  Hartford,  Sew.  Soc.,  Wi'»;t  Di^ttrict, 

by  Mrs.  L.  W.  Selder,  freight. 
Went  Hartford,  L.  EllKwortii,  in  memory 

of  Miss  A.  P.  Way, 

NEW  YORK.— 0942.29. 
Received  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Holbrook,  D.  D., 
Antwerp, 
Danby, 

DeansviUe  and  Oriskany  Falls, 
Madison, 

Maine.  Mrs.  Maroaw, 
Morristown, 
Parish  ville, 
Suspension  Bridge, 
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10  00 
500 

100 
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28018 

80  00 

jSOO 
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400 

166 


Bngoor,  by  Bat.  D.  B.  Bradford, 
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!entn»l,  by  J.  L.  Pmtt, 

it  of  Leftmcy  of  Lewis  Chlchen- 

J.  M.  StCHITlH.  Ex., 

i:    North  Collina,    fl5H  by 

.  Woo«lmlf, 

n*.  J.  E.  Howard, 

ly  K.  A.  lUwBon, 

V  B.  McGibbon, 

Ida  E.  Sutherland, 
:ity,  l»rof.  D.  S.  Martin, 

Friend  of  Miwdona, 
ibbath-M-hool,  by  J.  B.  Sill, 
bbath-Bchool,   First,  by  H.  C. 

:Y-$101.47 
Mifc»  F.  Ufford, 
FU'V.  A.  Underwood, 
Kirst.  bv  F.  W.  Dorman, 
Lev.  8.  Bourne, 

INIA-S15.S9. 
by  Rev.  D.  Dunham, 

-$2.00 

Burian  D.  Metcalf, 

50. 

it,  by  Rev.  H.  H.  Daniels, 

t. 

on  account  of    Lcgracy  of    J. 

by  L.  G.  Maynard,  Ex., 

.y  F.  \V.  Coffin, 

J5.00. 

.  Chwiwick, 

5:92.31. 

•thftiiy,  by  Rev.  C.  A.  Towle, 

1  a  Lift'- member, 

e,  b .  liev.  M.  K.  Whittlewy, 
Rev.  M.  F.  Sargent, 

in-  T.  D.  Robcrt-son, 
by  A.  N.  Warner, 
Hev.  E.  F.  Wright,  to  const.  R. 

alley,  hy  L.  Johnson, 
A.  L.  Bturgen, 

$2:100. 
I?.  Coult, 
f  Rev.  J.  O.  Bailey, 

-$141.22. 

iris,  by  Rev.  J.  A.  8.  Worden, 
Firrt,  by  Rev.  A.  L.  Gridley. 
ulies'  Mi>a.  Soc.,  by  Sarah  E. 

RfKXl. 

Rev.  J.  IlalU 

Fi^^t,  by  he  v.  L.  F.  Waldo, 

,  nin-,  by  Rev,  G.  Dangremond, 

ic,  Sabbath-fcchool,  by  E.  ,Par- 

airie  and  Newaygo,  by  Rev,  J. 

>k,  Finrt>  by  Rev.  H.  M.  Holi- 

,  First,  by  Rev.  B.  Moore, 
lubiniK>n,  by  Rev.  L.  W.  Barker, 

f.  First,  by  Rev.  E.  E.  Kirkland, 
Firiit,  by  Rev.  J.  Campbell, 

•y  Rev.  A.  H.  Fletcher, 

4,  First,  by  Rev.  P.  B.  Parrey, 

:— $12K.35. 

y  Rev.  II.  ^V.  Miner : 

.  Woman's  MIms.  Soc., 

r, 

•woe, 

nd, 

lean, 

Woman's  Board,  by  Mrs.  M.  F. 

wh.  $5  from  Mfk  Lcith, 

?,  SIO:  Pine  River,  f7,  byBcr. 

ul<lock, 

K>n,  by  Rev.  E.  J.  Montague, 

by  Rev.  J.  Fajwett, 

by  Hev.  W.  M.  IUchard^ 

yocena,  by  Bev.  J.  A.  Bale, 


$58  84 

688  88 

22  44 

60  00 
19  00 
13  96 
1  00 
500 
26  00 
15  00 

28  46 

1  00 
80  00 
60  47 
90  00 

16  82 

200 

860 

15  00 
11  17 

600 

8  17 
10  00 
70  00 

5  0<i 

211  04 

19  86 

88  60 
26  26 
10  00 

600 
18  OU 

10  00 
10  OU 

10  00 
200 

13  28 

6  00 

,   325 

1  60 
fOOO 

560 

10  00 
800 

16  00 

14  00 

794 

11  75 


61  00 

600 

17  00 

94  07 

11  00 

200 

528 


IOWA— $76.72.  ^ 
0 jming,  by  Rev.  8.  J.  Beach,                       f  14  00 

Lewia,  by  Rev.  0.  LitUc,  8  00 

Lewis,  Sabbath  school,  by  O.  P.  Cary,  8  89 

Maqnoketa,  Miss.  Soc.,  by  T.  D.  Lyman,  12  68 

Nashua,  by  T.  D.  Boynton,  7  00 

Sherrlirs  Mount,  German,  by  Rev.  J.  Reath,  22  00 

Williamsburg,  Welsh,  by  Rev.  M.  E.  Davie*,  8  fcO 

MINNESOTA— $481 .60. 
Received   by  Rev.   L.  H.  Cobb: 
Minneapolis.  Plymonth.  by  W. 
Cheney,  Tieas.  Minn.  II.  M. 
Soc.,  $68  00 

MinneaoU,  a  Friend,  200  00 

'     268  00 

Faribault,  by  H.  Wilson,  41  05 

Hawle>,  by  Rev.  L.  Kribs,  2  00 

Maine  and  St.  Olaff,  by  Rev.  T.  A.  Mills,  7  60 

Mankato,  First,  by  Rev.  U  W.  Chancy,  to 

const.  Dea.  W.  Taylor  a  L.  M.,  48  25 

Northfleld.  by  G.  M.  PhUHpa,  59  66 

Bt  Peter,  Mrs.  Jane  A.  Trcadwoll,  4  00 

Sleepy  Eye,  add'l,  by  Rev.  O.  P.  Champlin,      1  60 
Springfield,  First,  by  Rey.  0.  W.  Merrill,       19  66 

KANSAS— $19.00. 
Mamhall  and  Nemaha  Cos.,  addn,  Xjj  Ber. 

Q.  Bent,  5  00 

Oletha,  by  Rev.  L.  Bartlette.  18  00 

White  City,  by  Rey.  P.  Q.  Sherrffl,  1  00 

ITBBRASKA— •28.65.  ' 
Bnda  Flat  and  Olive  Branch,  by  Ber.  W. 

SVum,  5  00 

Fremont,  by  Rev.  H.  N.  Galea,  12  45 

Kearney,  by  Rev.  L.  B.  Fifleld.  7  00 

Mallet,  Sabbath-achool,  by  Fannie  A.  Gard- 
ner, 86 
Bed  Clond,  Ber.  A.  Maxwell,                             8  85 
WYOMING  TERRITORY- $25.00. 
Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  by  Bev.  C.  M.  Ban- 
ders.                                                              25  00 

CALIFORNIA— $296.76. 

LockefoTd  and  Lodi,  by  Her.  W.  C.  Stew- 
art, 
Oakland,  S.  Richards, 
Saratoga,  First,  by  Rev.  W.  C.  Merritt, 

OREGON— $76.60. 
Oregon  Home  Miss.  Boe.,  by  J.  Steele, 

Treas. 
Albany,  First,  by  Rev.  H.  W.  Stratton, 
Forest  Grove,  by  J.  W.  Marsh, 
Oregon  City,  Flrrt,  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Gray, 
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15  26 

200  00 

11  60 

^'      60  00 
600 
800 
250 

8(0 

$10,81«  *» 


Donations  of  Clothing,  etc. 


Newbnrg,  N.  Y..  package  of  papers. 

New  York  City,  American  Bible  Soc.,  two 

packages  of  Bibles  and  Testamenta,  $109  00 

Troy,  N.  Y.,  box. 
West  Hartford,  Ct.,  Sew.  Soc.  of  the  Weit 

District,  by  Mrs.  L.  W.  Selden,  Sec,  bbL,    78  09 


BecelpU  of  the  JTcio  Htunpthire  Miaatonanf 
in  Jul»t  L-  !>•  Stktsbb,  Trecu, 

Antrim,  Prcab.  Ch.  and  Soc., 

Bristol,  Chnruh  and  Soc., 

Oonoord.  No. "     "      *» 

Oonooid,  So.  »*      "      " 

Deerfleld,  Cong.  I**      " 

Exeter,  Prof.  Perkins*  Bible  daaa, 
Mr.  D.  C.  Barker  s  class, 

Greenland,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc, 

Hampetead,  A  fvw  friend^  for  A.  H.  M.  B.. 

Hanover,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc., 

Littleton,    "        "      '•      " 

Nashna,  Vint,    '*      "      '» 

New  Hampshire  Cent  Institntion, 

Northwood,  Gong.  Ch.  and  Soc., 

Pelham,  "      "      *•      ** 

Roxeawen,  Mrs.  Cogswell, 

Wlncbester,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc., 


.VxMr, 


$19  00 

4  18 

117  71 

98  66 

14  80 

$10  96 

800 

18  15 

UO   18  15 

81  90 

400 

40  96 

88  87 

19  98 

408  99 

486 

66  95 

900 

6184 

$941  41 


132 


THE   HOMS  MI8SI0NABY. 

t 


September,  1877. 


ReoHgm   €f  th$  Ma—achuHtU    ffonu  MiMlonarv 
aodtiif,  in  July,  CIIAJU.U  DucovD,  Treat. 

Abington,  Firrt»  flft  80 

AdAmfl,  North,  by  H.  J.  Whitney,  83  82 
Andover,  Free,  to  const.  J.  W.   Poor,   and 

Mte  A  L.  Willey,  L.  M*.,  66  00 
AtUeboro,  Fomale  Ben.  8oc..  to  const.  Ifrs. 
8.  BlacUnton,  Kn.  F.  Crmndall,  and  Mrs. 

B.  Dean,  L.  Ms.,  89  IS 

Auburn,  by  H.  Ck>bb,  46  00 

Boston,  Hollonder,  8  fl6 

Vine  Street,  raon,  con.,  10  00 

West  Rnxbnry,  65  Ca 

N.  Porter,  60 

Mm.  N.  Porter,  3  00 

A  Friend,  80  00 

H.  15.  H.,  6  00 

Bridgewater,  Central  Square  Sabbath-school,  16  OO 

Sooltond,  81  47 

Brookline,  Uiirvard,  by  H.  B.  Lo.fer,  118  40 

Cambridge,  Shepard,  by  G.  8.  Saunders,  142  67 

Canton,  B.  A  Morsie,  100  00 

Ccntrevllle,  10  00 

Chelsea,  Central,  by  A.  Amc^  15  45 

Constantinople,  Rev.  M.  H.  Hitchcock,  5  00 

Enstun,  Evan,  96  70 

England,  Miss  8.  L.  Ropes,  10  CO 

Framingham,  Plymouth,  by  0.  WlUlama,  800  00 

South,                                     .  6S  50 

Francestown,  N.  H.,  M.  B.  Fisher,  6  00 

Grantville.  5  00 
llamptlen  Ben.  Ass.,  Charles  Marsh,  Tr.: 
Hulyoke,  Second,                                ^SO  77 
Springaeid.  First,                                 71  77 
Olivet,  with  prior  contA.  to  conxt. 
A     C.     Henderson,     M     B. 
Spooner,   H.  W.  Spooner.  G. 
R.  Harrington,  Leiand  D.  Uor- 
ton,  D.  Rice,  J.  L.  Chandler, 
and  E.  Martin,  L.  Mi.,                  %^  91 
Ira  Merritt,                                          10  00 
Wostfleld,  Scofind,                                 64  I'i 
West  Springlleld,  First,                        12  00 
Park  Streets                                       22  14 

#284  71 

Hamilton,  by  J.  P.  Levering,  21  76 
Hanover  PLrst,  4  66 
Hardwick,  by  Rev.  A  C.  Swain.  6  25 
HATwick.  Miss  a  G.  Brooks.  2  00 
Hoverhill  Centre,  60  00 
Wo«t,  8  25 
Hingham,  10  60 
HoUiston,  180  66 
Lexington,  Hancock,  Fastoi^s  class,  5  00 
LitUeton,  by  0.  Manning,  17  10 
Lynn,  First,  19  44 
Lynnfield,  Centre.  6  19 
South,  4  67 
Maynard,  Assobot,  by  S.  Maynard,  20  00 
Melrose,  B.,  1  00 
MiUbuzy,  First,  46  66 
Mew  Bedford,  First,  by  Ber.  W.  B.  Ham- 
mond, 60  00 
Newburypoit,  Prospect,  by  B.  G.  Geiritth,  20  80 
Northampton,  Edwards,  by  K  E.  Wakefield,  IC  00 
North  Andover,  by  J.  S.  Sanborn,  4U  00 
North  Bruokfleld,  First,  by  J.  E.  Porter,  to 
const.  H.  L.  Parkman,  A.  0.  Stoddard,  and 
A.  L.  Bellows,  L.  Ms.,  90  00 
Norton,  by  J.  H.  Blondin,  16  60 
Petersham,  by  S.  Bixby,  10  00 
Pittafleld,  First,  by  C.  D.  Mills,                        418  46 
Soath,  by  H.  M.  Pierson,  46  03 
Qoinqy,  Wollaston,*  10  00 
Shrewsbury.  16  16 
Springfield,  CM.,                                            ^  600  00 
Sterling,  10  00 
Stooghton  24  44 
Sunderland,  Sabbath-sohool,  by  J.  M.  Smith.  41  68 
Taunton.  Trin.,  by  Rev.  G.  W.  Newman,  66  26 
Wottville,  Mias  Mary  Ido,  6  00 
Tqpefleld,  47  86 
U^koo,  by  D.  B.  Buck,  S2  00 
Westbampton,  by  W.  I.  Edwards,  96  10 
WbitinBYiUe,  by  Edw.  Whitin,                       S,18S  00 


Worcester,  Salem  W.,  by  J.  C.  Newton, 

A.  L.  Smith, 
HomB  Missionary, 

For  Sunday-School  Work  [see  particalar 
acknowledgments  in  XaoL/fetJ, 


<5C0 

600 

00 


•^509  74 

126  90 

#6,636  64 


Donatiofu  ctf  Clothing,  etc.,  received  ai  tUe  4i0c§  of 
the  Mate.  Home  Mitt.  Sac.,  BotUm. 

Decrfleld,  South,  Miss  Sarah  Cleveland,  bar-  • 

L^^  48  00 

Es»ex,  by  May  C.  Osgood,  barrel,  63  W 

Hinsdale,  Ladies'  Ben.  Soc.  Iwrrel,  6S  00 

Marlboro,  by  Mrs.  E.  M.  Howe,  barn»L  8?.  Oi' 

David  Metcalf.  bookis  40  iri 

Peabody.  by  Mrs.  H.  8.  Robbins,  bwrcl,  \il  (■) 

Springfield,  First,  by  Mrs.  Hailc,  barrel.  82  25 

Somervillc,  box,  ^5  (ly 

Wakefield,  two  barrels.  \q^  (ft) 

Weatfleld,  Second,  Ladies'  Ben.  Soc,  barrel,  152  UO 

Beceipte    of  the    Connecticut    ITome    Mttttanarv 
Ottcietv,  in  July,  Wakd  W.  J.icow,  Treat. 


Bloomfleld,  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Hallock, 

Ellington,  by  B.  C.  Chapman, 

Gilead,  by  J.  0.  OUbcrt, 

Kent,  by  John  Hopson, 

Litchfield,  by  H.  R.  Colt, 

Manchester,  Finjt,  by  R.  R.  Diniock, 

Middleu>wii,  Firrt,  by  H.  D.  Saucer, 

M>rria,  by  H.  R.  C..it. 

North  Covputry,   A.   King.,burj-,   by  E.   C. 

Ch.ipuiau, 
Plantsvlllc,  E.  P.  Hotohkiss, 
From  Timothy  Higgins  to  conrtltute  Rev. 
Loren  F.  Berry  a  Life  Dlrectvr. 
Ridgefleld,  First,  by  W.  O.  8ejui.>ar. 
Salem,  by  Rev.  Jairus  OrUway, 
Sangatnck,  by  C.  S.  Wak'trnnn, 
Saybrook.  Second,  by  W.  Deniwn, 
Somervllle,  by  E.  C.  Chapman, 
Thomastou,  by  P.  Darrow, 
Vernon,  by  E.  9.  Chapman, 
We*tfonl,  by  Dea.  Chauiicy  Whiton, 
West  Haitland,  by  R^v.  R.  Q.  Bugbec, 
Wethewfiold,  by  M.  S.  Grlswold. 
West  Suflleld,  by  Benjamin  Sheldon, 
Windsor  Locks,  by  J.  H.  Hayden, 


#11  03 
6H  41 
15  Ihl 
40  >0 

li«i  0« 

a>  oj 

13  5<i 
20  00 

10  0t» 
IDj  UO 


196  «3S 
71  Oi 
18  W) 
29  81 
11  50 
85  2S 
44  61 
41  ei 
6  W 
1000 
24i»48 
IS  87 
68  80 


#1.178  :5 


Recttpu  of  the  Ohio  Home  Mitttonary  Society, 
in  July,  P.  C.  6E8HIOXIS  7rea«. 

Cleveland,  Euclid  Av.,  by  H.  Ford,  #79  19 

Conneant,  by  Rev.  R.  M.  Kcyos,  46  00 

RainesviUe,  6J  C« 
Randolph,  W.  J.  Dickinson,  wh.  const  him 

L.  M.,  80  00 

Rootstown,  by  Rev.  G.  L.  Beach,  2U  I'O 

Springfield,  add'l,  by  T.  E.  Leiand,  10  » 

SuUivan,  by  Rev.  C.  C.  Baldwin,  11  IW 

Toledo,  First,  by  M.  Brigham,  70  W 

Received  by  Rev.  8.  Woloott,  Sec., 

Berlin  Heights,  by  L  Fowler,  4  4Q 

Edinburgh,  add'l,  \xj  Rev,  H.  R.  Parmdee,  1  ^ 

Four  Ooruen,  by  C.  B.  Cook,  0  ^ 

Lorain,  by  8.  A.  Andrews,  8  I* 

MadlK>n  Central,  W.  Hendry,  8  00 

Mecca,  by  Rev.  E.  B.  Chas.*,  «  3* 

Strongsvllle,  by  H.  Pomeroy,  6  SI 


Btceiptt  in  Coin,  of  CaHfi>riiia  Agency, 

CX.ABK,  Fifuutcial  Agent. 
Benoda, 

J.  P.  Moore, 
Grass  Valley, 
Oakland,  First, 

Flymooth  Arenne^ 

Beoonil, 


Mh  ^omt  ^kmmt^ 


Go, Prbach  the  Qospbl Mark  zri.  15. 

How  shall  they  pxeaoh  except  they  be  sent  ?  .  Bom.  z.  15. 
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IOWA'S  DEBT  TO  HOME   MISSIONS. 

BT  REY.    EPHRAIM  ADAJfS,   SUPERINTENDENT  FOR  NORTHERN   IOWA. 

[A  paper  read  before  the  General  Association  of  the  Congregational  Churches  of 
Iowa,  at  Des  Moines,  June  1,  1877.] 

When  Christ  sent  his  disciples  forth  with  their  preparation  to  preach,  and 
powers  to  heal,  he  laid  upon  them  their  obligations  and  duties  in  these  words, 
**  Freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give."    The  manner  of  their  giving  was  in  rightly 
using  what  they  had  received.     Thus  was  their  mission  to  be  fulfilled.     It  were 
well  for  om*  Iowa  churches  duly  to  appreciate  the  things  received,  whence  and 
what,  with  the  question  in  mind  how  they  are  to  use,  what  to  be  and  do,  to  fulfill 
their  mission  for  Christ  in  the  State,  for  the  country  and  the  world. 
In  this  survey,  beginning  with  the  receipts,  we  are  constrained  to  put — 
Ist.  The  field  of  labor  furnished.     In  a  new  State,  this  State  of  Iowa,  central 
among  States,  stretching  from  river  to  river.     Her  climate,  soil,  water  courses, 
resources  of  varied  kinds,  already  so  utilized  by  a  thrifty  and  intelligent  popula- 
tion, that  growing  cities  like  jewels  bedeck  her,  that  happy  homes  with  schools, 
churches  and  colleges  like  dewdrops  are  scattered  over  her,  year  by  year  the  har- 
vests teeming,  the  railways  toiling,  where  but  a  few  years  since  there  was  nought 
but  the  stillness  of  savage  life.    And  yet  the  process  is  but  just  begun  by  which 
this  State  is  to  grow.    It  is  in  this  process,  among  the  forces  at  work,  that  our  225 
churches  with  a  membership  of  14,000  are  having  their  opportunities. 
With  such  a  field  given,  what  next  ? 

2d.  There  is  much  by  way  of  membership.  Not  all  connected  with  our  churches 
^were  converted  here.  Many  come  to  us  from  abroad,  from  the  East,  and  the  far 
^ast  even.  We  often  hear  of  weak  and  decaying  churches  there.  We  should 
%ever  forget  that  a  portion  at  least  of  our  strength  here,  is  weakness  there.  The 
life-blood  of  New^  England  churches  is  flowing  to  Iowa.  Surely  so  receiving, 
ttere  is  here  something  to  be  done,  and  much,  that  there  be  no  loss  in  the  king- 
dom of  God.    Then 

8d.  Much  has  been  receiyed  in  certain  distinctive  principles,  characteristics  and 
methods  thus  imparted.    There  is  what  the  world  acknowledges  and  appredates 


"^ 


134  THE  HOME  laSSIONABY.  OctobOT^ 

as  New  England  acknowledges  too,  as  the  very  best  material  for  the  f oimdiiig  id 
States,  institutions  and  communities. 

Of  all  the  churches  now  started  in  this  commonwealth,  ours  have  been  the  largest 
recipients,  and  Iowa  stands  waiting,  waiting  to  receiye,  needing  to  reoeive,  that 
through  her  institutions,  her  civil  and  domestic  life,  may  flow  what  has  so  blessed 
the  world  elsewhere. 

Here  is  one  of  our  distinctive  peculiarities  which  we  hold  with  a  peculiar  trust, 
setting  before  us  a  distinctive  work,  making  for  us  a  mission  for  which  there  is  not 
only  a  right  but  a  demand  for  us  to  be.  Here  again  something  and  much  Is  re- 
quired that  we  may  be  true  to  our  history  and  position. 

4th.  It  were  well  to  remember  what  great  sympathy  and  abundant  prayers  are 
poured  out  for  us  by  those  fathers  and  mothers  at  the  home  altars,  whose  sons  and . 
daughters  are  here  in  our  churches,  by  Christians  trained  to  live  for  Christ's  king- 
dom in  the  world,  by  patriots  who  know  the  value  of  church  work  for  the  State 
and  country,  especially  the  work  of  churches  whose  inward  polity  so  harmonizes 
with  those  principles  of  liberty  for  institutions  and  government  that  we  call 
American.  Thousands  of  hearts  beating  for  us,  thousands  of  prayers  in  our  bdialf 
that  we  may  be  blessed  in  our  work,  these  prayers  if  answered  at  all  to  be  answered 
through  our  fidelity.  Surely  in  this  view  also  there  is  something  for  us  to  be  and 
to  do.    But 

6th.  In  addition  to  ipembers,  principles  and  prayers,  there  is  to  be  mentioned 
the  material  aid  received.  We  now  come  to  an  item,  the  precise  sum  of  which  can 
never  be  told,  by  so  many  streams,  and  from  so  many  sources  is  the  amount  swollen* 
First  come  naturally  the  receipts  from  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  in  the 
support  of  the  ministry.  The  reports  of  this  Society  give  us  the  grants  made  to 
our  several  churches  as  far  back  as  1848.  These  grants  in  tlie  aggregate  as  care- 
fully reckoned  amount  to  $586,780.  Making  a  moderate  allowance  for  what  must 
have  come  to  us  prior  to  '48,  the  whole  sum  doubtless  would  exceed  $550,000. 
To  our  Presbyterian  churches,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  since  '48,  and  up  to  the 
time  they  ceased  to  co-operate  with  us,  there  were  griyen  $23,791.  Making  due 
allowance  here  too  for  what  was  g^iyen  prior  to  '48,  and  putting  all  together,  thn 
amount  expended  upon  Iowa  by  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  without 
reckoning  the  present  year,  can  be  but  little  if  any  short  of  $600,000.  If  this  sum 
seems  to  be  large,  it  must  be  remembered  that  for  forty  years  the  process  has  been 
going  on,  that  of  our  churches  all  but  about  half  a  dozen  have  been  aided  by  this 
Society  more  or  less,  some  of  them  having  been  constant  recipients  for  over  thirty 
years,  the  aggregate  amount  received  in  some  cases  as  high  as  $5,000. 

Next  comes  the  item  for  church  building  through  the  Congregational  Union, 
which  by  last  report  foots  up  about  $66,000,  taking  in  the  Albany  Fund  and  ape* 
cial  gifts.  In  like  manner  have  our  churches  received,  and  that  freely,  throuj^ 
the  channel  of  Sabbath -school  work,  in  books  and  papers  scattered  among  the 
people,  but  as  no  reports  are  here  at  hand  no  figures  are  here  attempted. 

In  addition  to  these  there  is  another  channel  still,  and  long  established,  through 
which  thousands  flow  to  us  annually.  The  **  boxes  "  sent,  though  not  so  reckonedy 
are  just  as  really  an  aid  to  the  churches  in  support  of  the  ministry  as  what  cornea 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society.  No  means  are  at  hand  here 
again  of  even  approximating  the  truth  in  figures,  but  should  aid  from  this  source 
be  at  once  cut  off,  there  would  not  only  be  felt  an  immediate  tieed  in  many  a  mia- 
Bionary  home,  but  our  Home  Missionary  Society  also  would  quickly  and  greatly 
feel  the  embarrassment 

For  Iowa  from  the  Home  Missionary  Society  $600,000 ;  from  the  Congr^i^onal 
Union  $66,000 ;  a  moderate  estimate  from  the  other  two  sources  named,  from 


.& 
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Sabbath-school  workers,  and  busy  fingers  m  beneyolent  circles,  and  how  it  stretches 
towards  the  million  I  And  outside  of  all  this  are  the  priyate,  individual  gifts. 
Many  such  in  the  friendly  epistle  haye  found  their  way  to  the  missionary  family. 
Many  to  the  sanctuaries  of  our  churches  in  the  process  of  their  erection ;  many  a 
Bible  on  our  pulpits ;  many  a  communion  service  on  our  sacramental  tables ;  quite 
frequently  does  much  of  the  furniture  of  our  churches  remind  the  worshipers  how 
freely  they  have  received  from  those  whose  hearts  and  prayers  are  with  them. 
And  this  without  going  back  in  our  indebtedness  to  those  Eastern  institutions,  the 
colleges  and  seminaries  from  which  most  of  our  ministers  have  come,  bringing  in 
their  culture  the  fruits  of  Christian  beneficence  in  generations  past,  as  they  havcf 
given  themselves  here  to  the  work,  and  toiled  in  it,  some  of  them  to  the  end. 
Yes,  already  the  tombstones  are  rising  among  us,  the  number  increasing  yearly, 
that  tell  of  noble  lives  of  noble  men  and  noble  women  also,  that  have  been  given 
for  Christ'-s  sake  to  these  churches  of  Iowa.  Already  does  the  cloud  of  witnesses 
begin  to  compass  us  about  of  those  who  have  gone  before.  Standing  thus  as  cen- 
tral points  on  which  so  much  has  been  expended  and  through  which  so  much  waits 
to  be  done,  in  such  a  field  where  to  live  for  Iowa  is  to  live  for  the  country  and  the 
world,  and  in  such  an  age  when  all  nations  are  being  thrilled  with  new  life,  how 
now  are  our  churches,  having  thus  freely  received,  freely  to  give  ?  What  is  there 
for  them  to  be  and  do  that  they  may  be  true  to  the  position  which  Qod  hath 
assigned  ?  To  dwell  upon  particulars  here,  especially  to  come  down  to  ordinary 
every-day  working  points,  may  possibly  endanger  the  general  impressions  made, 
but  we  venture  to  say  a  few  things  : 

1st.  Our  churches  of  course  should  be  thankful  churches.  Not  selfishly  receiv- 
ing, carelessly  forgetful,  of  how  and  when  they  have  been  helped.  The  story  of 
their  weakness  and  dependence,  of  their  small  beginnings  at  the  first  and  the 
abundance  of  aid  and  sympathy  received,  should  often  be  told,  and  they  should 
love  to  hear  it  till  a  sense  of  their  obligation  presses  them  to  noble  action. 

2d.  The  missionary  churches  should  conscientiously  and  earnestly  strive  for  self- 
support,  to  come  to  it  at  the  earliest  possible  period.  The  money  given  for  Home 
Kissions  is  given  to  assist  congregations  that  are  unable  to  support  the  gospel 
ministry.  So  says  the  2d  Article  in  the  Constitution  of  our  Home  Missionary 
Society.  How  then  can  a  church  in  Iowa  that  is  able  to  take  care  of  itself  ax>ply 
for  such  aid  in  any  right  or  truth,  or  receive  it  without  injustice  or  wrong  to 
others?  Let  our  missionary  churches  cultivate  conscience  in  this  matter,  and 
beware  lest  in  the  process  of  being  aided  a  feeling  of  iml>ecility  creep  over  them, 
and  they  are  content  to  continue  beneficiaries  in  a  kind  of  weakness,  if  not  a  selfish 
covetousness,  long  after  the  time  when  they  should  stand  forth  self -reliant^  self- 
respecting,  and  self-supporting. 

8d.  All  our  churches,  both  missionary  and  self-supporting,  should  remember 
their  pecuniary  obligations  to  the  societies  that  have  aided  them.  In  respect  to 
the  Congregational  Union  it  is  simply  a  shame  for  any  church  to  be  unmindful  of 
its  covenants  made,  and  as  to  the  Home  Missionary  Society,  no  one  should  forget 
her,  the  mother  of  churchel  It  is  not  here  indeed  strictly  a  matter  of  debt  and 
credit,  yet  it  is  proper  for  us  to  know  how  in  these  relations  we  actually  stand. 
Ko  facts  have  been  gathered  respecting  the  contributions  of  our  churches  except 
those  made  to  the  Home  liHssionary  Society,  as  reported  in  the  files  of  Ths  Home 
Mmionary,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  how  the  account  of  each  church  istands 
as  to  its  receipts  and  gifts  from  year  to  year.  Giving  only  the  general  result,  it  is 
found  that  our  Home  Missionary  contributions  have  amounted  in  the  aggregate  to 
a  little  lefs  than  950,000,  or  about  one-twelfth  of  the  amount  received.  True, 
Infancy  and  childhood  are  dependent,  which  may  be  an  apology  somewhat  for  so 
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small  a  fraction,  after  so  many  years,  but  is  it  not  time  for  our  budding  manliood 
to  appear )  As  children  highly  favored,  would  it  not  be  laudable  and  noble  fax 
our  churches  to  long  for  the  day,  and  hasten  it  onward,  when  dollar  for  dollar 
shall  be  returned  to  the  treasuries  out  of  which  they  have  been  helped,  and  then 
join  in  it  to  bless  others  even  as  they  have  been  blessed  ? 

4th.  But  there  are  nobler  gifts  than  money,  and  that  our  thoughts  take  not  too 
narrow  a  channel  we  remark,  these  churches  of  ours  should  emphatically  be  mU" 
sionary  churches,  missionary  now  in  the  full  sense  of  the  term,  that  of  seeking  to 
carry  the  gospel  outside  of  themselves.  It  is  of  this  missionary  spirit  in  the  bosom 
of  others  that  these  churches  were  bom,  and  they  surely  should  not  be  wanting 
here  but  pai-take  of  and  perpetuate  the  spirit  in  which  they  were  conceived. 
They  ought,  as  intimated,  to  be  pre-eminent  here.  This  missionary  spirit,  in  a 
State  like  ours,  now  demands  and  for  a  long  time  will  demand  work  for  each 
church  in  its  own  immediate  vicinity.  Two  hundred  and  twenty-five  churches 
seem  to  us  like  quite  a  number,  but  scattered  through  100  counties  and  over  50,000 
square  miles,  they  are  actually  few  and  far  between.  **  How  shall  the  interlying 
districts  be  met  ?  *'  is  the  grand  question.  Not  that  we  are  to  do  all  the  work, 
but  our  share  of  it.  To  furnish  a  supply  for  every  desirable  point,  we  have 
neither  money  nor  men.  How  can  the  want  even  approximately  be  met,  but  by 
each  church  working  out  from  itself  as  a  center  in  consecrated  Christian  labor  of 
all  kinds  ?  Here  is  opportunity  for  Lay  Preachers,  Evangelists  by  the  thousands, 
and  money  also,  and  '*  missionary  horses  ^*  too,  to  go  from  settlement  to  settle- 
ment Here  too  comes  in  that  new  department  of  our  Home  Missionary  Society, 
the  Sabbath-school  work.  Wliat  else  should  every  pastor  be  but  an  organizer  of 
mission  work  of  all  kinds,  and  each  church  a  Board  of  Home  Missionaries,  that  the 
organizations  may  be  complete,  the  land  possessed.  Such  should  our  churches  be 
for  Iowa. 

5th.  This  missionary  spirit  should  lead  our  churches  into  wider  fields.  Not  for 
themselves  alone  have  these  churches  been  planted  here,  nor  for  what  they  can  do 
for  Iowa  simply,  but*  for  what  they  can  do  in  and  for  the  world  also,  this,  to  be  in 
accord  with  the  true  Christian  spirit,  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  the  churches  that 
have  fostered  them.  Never  will  they  be  true  to  their  trust  till  they  learn  to  mingle 
prayers,  sympathies,  and  contributions  as  the  Lord  may  prosper,  with  those  of 
Christians  elsewhere  for  the  world's  conversion.  For  this  let  there  be  more  intelli- 
gence. Instead  of  one,  two  or  three  stray  missionary  magazines,  finding  their 
way  to  here  and  there  a  church,  let  them  be  had  by  the  thousands.  For  this  let 
the  three  great  channels  of  missionary  labor  through  which  our  churches  act  for 
for  the  world*s  good  be  ever  in  mind.  For  this  if  need  be,  and  it  is  the  best  way, 
let  the  sisters  of  our  Iowa  churches,  like  their  sisters  elsewhere,  form  their  mission- 
ary bands  for  missionary  intelligence,  have  their  circles  of  prayer,  by  system  offer 
their  gifts,  by  prayer  and  instruction  imbue  their  children  with  the  missionary 
spirit,  not  however  to  the  advantage  of  any  one  department  of  missionary  work 
alone,  but  taking  in  the  whole  world.  So  should  Home  Missions  in  Iowa  bear 
fruitage  the  world  over.  Oh,  what  consecration,  what  devotion  should  possess  our 
churches,  looking  to  their  origin,  their  field,  and  their  oppoi-tunities ! 

6th.  These  churches  so  started  and  fostered,  and  in  such  a  field,  should  be  cen- 
ters of  strong  Christian  fellowship.  It  is  meet  that  they  should  understand  each 
other,  know  each  pther,  sympathize  with  each  other,  and  be  ready  to  co-operate 
with  each  other  and  churches  elsewhere  in  all  common  work.  It  may  be  said  that 
this  fellowship  is  but  a  part,  the  fruit  of  the  true  missionary  spirit.  True,  but 
a  distinct  place  is  given  to  it,  because  first  of  its  paramount  importance,  and 
because,  second,  of  certain  dangers  attending  it    As  a  rule,  these  churches  are  far 
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removed  one  from  another.  Intercoorse  between  them  is  difficult  There  is  no 
organ  of  commnnicatioo.  They  learn  of  each  other  in  meager  lines  from  Chicago 
or  Boston.  In  their  early  yeara  they  feel  more  the  sympathy  and  help  of  distant 
churches  than  of  each  other.  The  Home  Missionary  Society,  mother  of  all,  enables 
them  to  get  along  pretty  much  independent  of  each  other.  Then  possibly  there  is 
a  tendency,  a  dangerous  one  among  our  Congregational  churches,  for  the  stronger 
and  larger  to  grow  up  into  a  selfish  and  self-sufficient  independency,  forgetting 
that  the  i%llowBliip  of  the  churches  should  be  the  law  of  liberty  here. 

It  18  possible  even  for  an  Iowa  church,  a  Home  Missionary  church,  at  first  weak 
and  hnmble  in  its  earlier  history,  sympathized  with  and  helped  by  surrounding 
churches  and  churches  abroad,  to  come  up  to  the  point  of  self-support,  only  from 
that  time  henceforth  to  be  all  absorbed  in  itself,  in  the  building  for  itself  a  fine 
house  of  worship  and  the  support  of  its  minister,  its  care  for  and  sympathy  with 
weaker  churches  withheld,  its  contributions  abroad  but  meager,  even  tliose  for 
societies  that  once  fostered  it  sometimes  forgotten,  its  Yoice  seldom  heard  through 
its  representatives  in  the  councils  or  associations  of  sister  churches.  We  are  glad 
indeed  to  see  our  churches  coming  up  to  self-support  and  independency,  but  from 
such  independency  as  this  we  would  roost  devoutly  pray — good  Lord,  deliver  us. 
Among  us,  rather,  let  this  fellowship  of  the  churches  be  kept  in  mind  and  worked 
for  in  spite  of  the  difficulties  and  temptations  in  the  way.  As  we  increase  in 
numbers  and  come  nearer  to  each  other,  we  can  in  the  organization  of  churches, 
the  settling  and  dismissing  of  ministers,  in  all  matters  of  common  concern,  the 
more  easily  take  on  the  order  and  methods  in  our  polity  provided  for,  and 
demanded  by  this  principle  of  church  fellowship.  This  we  should  be  prompt  to 
do.     There  is  need  of  an  advancing  step  here. 

Our  Jerusalem  needs  to  be  more  compacted  together,  and  as  our  ability  increases 
we  can  and  should  more  directly  help  each  other  in  the  building  of  sanctuaries  and 
the  support  of  the  ministry,  the  strong  bearing  the  burdens  of  the  weak  in  the 
fellowship  of  the  saints.  God  speed  the  day.  Not  that  in  anything  we  are  to  be 
tame  copyists  of  the  past,  but  holding  fast  to  that  which  is  good,  free  for  improve- 
ments upon  the  old.  For  this  certainly  we  have  the  opportimities,  and  this  the 
world  has  the  right  to  expect.  Iowa  ought  to  present  a  group  of  churches  well- 
ordered,  compacted  and  efficient,  an  improvemement  upon  all  the  past. 

7th.  Possibly  the  circumstances  and  the  times  demand  of  our  churches  a  mors 
distinct  utterance  as  to  what  their  church  polity  really  is.  At  any  rate  its  princi- 
ples ought  to  be  thoroughly  understood  by  all  the  membership.  More  pains  here ' 
no  doubt  should  be  taken.  It  would  be  no  harm  for  the  public  to  know  the 
harmony  of  these  principles  with  those  of  our  civil  institutions,  being  at  once  not 
only  New  Testament,  but  truly  American.  And  in  these  days  oi  Christian  co- 
operation, when  God  is  so  manifestly  putting  his  seal  of  approbation  on  oar  anion 
of  prayer  and  effort,  when  not  only  the  warm  Christian  heart  is  yearning  for,  hat 
the  outside  world  is  demanding  fewer  isms  and  more  oneness,  it  is  perhaps  doe 
to  a  poUty  that  provides  for  this,  that  invites  to  it,  that  it  should  fie  held  up  to 
view  more  openly  and  more  boldly,  as  meeting  the  wants  of  the  timet.  Thiiy 
not  for  schism  and  division,  bat  for  more  unity,  more  oneness  in  the  body  of 
Christ  on  earth.  Bat  especially  till  that  better  day  comes,  and  for  its  eoming,  let 
oor  churches,  tme  to  their  principles,  be  first  and  foremost  in  the  aoity  of  the 
Spirit  in  the  bonds  of  peace. 

8th.  In  like  manner,  if  we  would  perpetoate  what  to  ns  is  distinctive,  not  simply 
because  disUnctive,  bat  beeanse  so  valuable,  it  may  be  well  to  adhere  somewhat 
(doaely  to  the  ideas  of  o«ir  fatfaefs  in  matters  edocatioBal  as  well  as  eedesiaaticaL 
The  cornxntm  wthofA,  tbe  academy,  and  the  college^  and  all  Cbriatiaii,  formed  a 


1 


138  THB  HOMB  MI8SI0KAHY.  Octobtt^ 

noble  series.  Now  the  Christian  element  is  no  longer  considered  so  eesential  for 
our  schools,  while  by  changes  wrought  academies  are  well  nigh  crowded  to  the 
walL  And  yet  there  is  a  blessing  for  Iowa  in  Christian  academies.  It  is  for  th« 
churches  of  Christ  to  supply  them.  Just  entering  upon  our  fifth  decade  we  haye 
two  colleges  and  one  academy  really.  Two  mills  and  one  hopper.  We  hays 
colleges  enough,  we  will  not  say  more  than  enough,  and  let  them  be  well  soatained. 
The  churches  should  be  united  in  sustaining  them.  But  is  it  not  a  work  yet  to  b^ 
done,  that  of  multiplying  academies  over  the  State  ? 

9th.  Having  thus  traced  as  to  a  few  particulars  what  our  churches  should  be 
and  do,  it  may  be  well  to  inquire  for  a  moment  how  they  are  fulfilling  their  mis* 
sion.  So  imperfect  is  everything  human  that  Christian  attainments  and  CSmatian 
works  are  seldom  reviewed  with  much  satisfaction.  There  is  generally  a  feeling 
of  sadness  in  review  of  what  might  have  been,  and  yet  hare  we  are  not  entirely 
without  cheer. 

We  believe  that  our  churches  are  somewhat  disposed  to  be  thankful,  to  acknowl- 
edge and  act  worthy  of  the  favors  which  Gk>d,  through  his  people,  has  bestowed, 
disposed,  many  of  them,  to  come  up  to  self-support  as  God  prospers,  and  to  giye 
back  to  the  source  from  which  they  have  received.  Legacies  are  beginning  to 
appear,  and  five-hundred  dollar  contributions  also ;  better  than  all,  our  cbnrcii 
contributions  are  taking  more  system ;  more  of  the  missionary  spirit  is  possessing 
our  churches  for  work  at  home  and  abroad.  The  blessed  revival  experiences  of 
the  past  year  have  greatly  set  them  forward  in  this  respect.  Their  sons  and 
daughters  have  gone  out  to  India,  China  and  Japan.  Ay,  with  equal  heroism, 
and  as  deep  devotion,  do  they  return,  some  of  them  from  Eastern  culture,  to  find 
a  humble  missionary  work  Iq  their  native  State.  We  are  growing  in  fellowship 
and  order,  and  so  preparing  for  more  united,  efilcient  action. 

We  peep  occasionally  of  our  polity,  and  love  oiu*  colleges  a  little.  The  one  Igdb 
academy  has  its  friends,  for  it  liyes  and  flourishes.  And  yet,  brethren,  how  differ* 
ent  all  this  from  what  it  ought  to  be  after  forty  years  of  grand  opportunities  in  the 
first  settings  of  such  a  commonwealth  as  this  I 

One  year  ago  we  all  were  reviewing  the  past  One  year  of  the  new  century  is 
well-nigh  gone.    In  years  hence  others  will  review  what  we  are  doing. 

Brethren,  let  us  pause  for  a  moment.  Think  of  the  treasures  and  the  lives  tiiat 
have  flowed  into  these  churches,  of  the  prayers  and  the  sympathies  for  ns,  of  the 
great  cloud  of  witnesses  gathering  above,  of  Hutchinson  and  Hill,  of  Ripley  and 
Thompson,  of  Spaulding  and  Sloan,  of  Edwards,  Cotton,  and  Guernsey,  of  former, 
and  of  Hurlbut,  and  Tenney,  and  Allen,  of  more  recent  years,  with  the  tmnamed 
list  of  brothers  and  sisters  gone,  but  whose  names  are  written  in  heaven ;  think  of 
this  company  looking  down  upon  us  from  above,  and  seeing,  perhaps,  as  we  here 
cannot  see,  the  wonderful  changes  this  State  is  to  take  on  in  the  years  of  its  future 
growth,  realizing,  doubtless  as  we  cannot,  the  forces  garnered  in  these  charchea 
for  God  and  man,  their  opportunities,  and  so  their  work ;  yea,  yearning  oyer  ism, 
that  we  may  be  faithful  in  our  day.  The  time  is  short  and  the  world  appealing; 
Oh,  thinking  thus,  to  whom,  brethren,  at  this  hour  are  we  not  debtors  ?  Debton 
for  more  earnest  Christian  lives,  debtors  all  of  us,  preachers  to  preach  and  laymen 
to  live,  debtors  for  all  possessions  and  powers  that  all  may  be  laid  upon  the  altac 
So,  brethren,  from  this  outlook,  let  us  gird  anew  for  the  work. 


1877*  TBE  HOHB  MI88IONABr.  139 

A  LOOK  TO  THE  WEST  FROM  A  NEW  ENGLAND  MOUNTAIN. 

BT  BBV.  JOSEPH  B.   BOT,  B.   D.,   BXTFEBIKTBNDENT,   ILLINOI8. 

[It  wonld  be  hardly  necessaiy  to  give  De.  BoT^sname,  to  identify  the  authorship  of 
this  article — ^from  The  Advance,  of  Aug.  16th — did  not  our  readers  know  that  for 
many  months  he  has  been  disabled  from  writing,  preaching,  or  other  intellectual  labor, 
by  the  ibdling  upon  his  head  of  a  berth,  in  a  Pullman  sleeping-car.  This  first  attempt 
to  take  up  the  pen  once  more,  on  his  favorite  theme,  certainly  shows  that  that  bruised 
head  is  still  *^  leyel,"  and  that  after  a  few  weeks  we  may  reasonably  hope  to  reckon 
tmx  old  friend  again  as  one  of  the  most  efficient  home  missionary  forces  in  the  field.] 

It  is  Long  Mountain,  in  New  Milford,  Conn.  From  its  crest  I  look  over  the 
Hudson,  thirty  miles  away,  which  mine  host,  now  at  76,  has  never  passed,  over  the 
All^hanies,  across  that  basin  between  them  and  the  Rocky  mountains,  with  thb 
Miflsissippi  cleaving  it  asunder,  and  claiming  all  of  its  '*  valley  *^ — and  down  the 
Sierras  to  the  golden  shore.  I  look  again  and  see  the  stretch  of  a  continent,  filled 
in  with  empires,  all  under  the  flag  of  our  country.  Another  look,  and  I  see  this 
narrow  New  Elngland,  with  its  western  boundary  pushed  backward  to  the  farther 
coast,  and,  by  its  people,  its  ideas,  and  institutions,  holding  possession  of  its 
chartered  right,  a  belt  *'  across  the  main  land.**  And,  by  the  eye  of  faith,  I  ^ee 
all  this  broad  land  coming  into  the  kingdom  of  our  blessed  Lord.  It  is  the  high 
privilege  of  God's  people  to  be  associated  with  him  in  this  process  of  subjugating 
the  country  to  his  reign.  Among  all  the  forces  thus  engaged,  we,  of  the  Puritan 
faith  and  order,  have  our  portion  and  our  duty.  A  grand  instrumentality  which 
€k>d  has  given  us  to  use,  is  our  American  Home  Missionary  Society.  At  a  cost  of 
millions  of  money,  it  has  furnished  and  sustained  an  army  alL  exploration  and 
OGCupation.  Its  conquests  have  been  sublime.  The  honor  of  its  exchequer  has 
been  sustained.  Its  paper  has  never  been  protested.  But  now,  at  the  climax  of 
the  monetary  convulsion,  there  comes  a  pinch.  From  the  Black  Friday  of  the 
panic  onward,  until  recently,  its  friends,  the  living  and  the  dead,  kept  its  treasury 
in  an  easily  working  condition.  But,  to-day,  its  ministers  of  finance  find  their 
tables  groaning  under  accepted  reports  of  labor,  that  call  for  thirty  thousand 
doUarSf  with  the  same  rate  of  expense  going  on,  and  with  the  dry  season  for  col- 
lections yet  to  prevail  for  many  weeks. 

At  this  crisis,  can  the  East  rely  upon  the  West  to  do  her  share  1  In  the  war  for 
national  life,  the  benefactor  found  the  beneficiary  a  mighty  ally.  Shall  it  not  be 
0o  now  f  especially  as  the  expenditure  is  to  be  mainly,  as  heretofore,  at  the  West  ? 
It  ia  not  to  our  credit  that  last  year  and  this  year,  thus  far,  there  was  a  sad  falling 
off  from  former  rates  of  giving  for  this  cause  at  the  West  Of  course,  our  first 
thought,  in  self-defense,  is  the  **  hard  times."  No  one  knows  it  so  well  as  those 
who  have  experienced  it  But  from  opportunities  to  learn  the  facts  as  to  both 
sections,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  West  is  now  prosperous  as  compared  with  the  East. 
With  local  exceptions,  the  West  for  several  seasons,  has  had  good  crops ;  and  this 
year  the  yield  of  the  harvest  is  all-abounding.  Herein  is  our  wealth— in  our 
agricultural  produce.  But  at  the  East,  since  the  panic,  their  best  investments  have 
suffered  the  most  Manufacturing  is  at  a  standHstill,  or  run  at  a  dead  loss.  Fire 
and  life  insurance  stocks,  by  the  great  fires,  and  by  'failures,  have  fallen  ottosto 
income.  Money  put  into  our  Western  railroads  has  been  very  much  of  it  sunk, 
while  we  hare  gained  the  advantage  of  the  roads.  Funds  invested  at  the  West, 
on  bond  and  mortgage,  by  the  shrinkage  of  securities  have  often  suffered  the 
de&ult  of  interesti  and  too  often,  of  much  of  the  principal  itself.    Ministers^ 
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widows,  and  other  people  of  moderate  means,  have  withdrawn  from  Sayings  Banki 
here  their  six  per  cents  at  compound  interest,  to  put  them  into  our  ten  per  cents  on 
real  estate,  only,  in  many  cases,  to  lose  their  income  for  daily  living.  Our  oomnpt- 
tition  with  the  New  England  farmer  he  cannot  endure.  Car- loads  of  our  com  and 
of  other  products  are  set  down  in  every  village  here  at  rates  ruinous  to  the  native 
producer.  These  people  have  their  friends  who  come  back  from  the  West  and  say: 
*'  How  can  you  stay  here — your  fields  are  cow-pens;  your  timber  is  underbrush; 
the  soil  is  running* down  off  from  your  hills;  your  roeky  lands  are  intolerable; 
your  crops  are  so  small.^'  Then  these  folks  go  out  West  and  find  their  old  ndgh- 
bors  on  lordly  estates,  cutting  vast  areas  of  harvest  with  chariot  reapers  and  mow- 
ers ;  they  ride  day  by  day  through  oceans  of  undulating  grain ;  and  they  say : 
"  How  rich  you  are  out  here — how  rich  your  country  1 "  Then,  coming  home,  perhaps 
the  very  first  collection  they  are  called  upon  to  respond  to,  is  for  Home  Missions 
out  where  they  have  been  1  The  fact  is,  we  must  stop  our  bragging  or  stop  our  beg- 
ging ;  or  rather  we  must  use  of  the  abundance  God  has  given  us  more  freely  to 
support  the  gospel  at  home.  I  know  that  God^s  people  don*t  own  all  of  those 
great  fields ;  but  they  own  a  good  many  of  them,  and  the  rest  are  not  all  owned 
by  niggards. 

Then  New  England  is  herself  becoming  more  and  more  a  home  missionary  field. 
Old  churches,  once  strong  to  aid  every  good  cause,  by  the  drain  of  population  are 
now  becoming  beneficiaries.  And  it  is  the  true  policy  every  way,  to  keep  them  up, 
as  evangelizing  centers  here,  and  as  the  old  nests  in  which  to  hatch  so  many  broods 
of  young  people  for  the  West.  These  States  are  also  doing  more  and  more  of  a 
home- evangelizing  work — clearing  up  the  old  comers  of  communities,  tbe 
'*  DeviPs  Dens."  And  so,  four  of  these  States  have  little,  if  any,  surplus  to  send 
to  the  parent  Society  for  the  West  The  two  that  have  such  overplus,  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut,  are  doing  yet  more  and  more  at  home,  and  so  must  have 
less  for  us.  In  my  report  of  the  **  Connecticut  Memorials,''  I  give  the  sum  of  her 
ofifeiings  for  Home  Missions,  but  that  of  '76  was  less  than  that  of  '75,  and  this  less 
than  that  of  '74,  in  each  case  less  by  three  or  four  thousand  dollars. 

And  so  we  are  driven  to  fall  back  upon  our  home  resources.  Providence  has 
shut  us  up  to  this,  and  we  may  as  well  make  up  our  minds  to  this  line  of  policy— 
the  sooner,  the  better.  Of  this  we  may  be  assured,  that  the  East  has  pretty  much 
'determined  to  tosan  all  beneficiary  causes  this  side  of  the  Mississippi.  Dr.  Foster,  in 
a  lecture  at  Clifton  Springs,  told  us  that  some  patients  came  to  enjoy  their  invalid- 
ism and  to  expect,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  other  people  should  doctor  and  cod- 
dle them.  Are  there  not  some  such  invalid  churches  ?  In  them  men  who  began  to 
give  liberally,  when  the  country  was  new,  have  kept  to  the  same  amount,  year 
after  year,  while  their  prosperity  has  gone  on  apace.  It  is  not  enough  for  a  bene- 
ficiary simply  to  go  through  the  motions  of  a  collection,  so  as  to  have  the  commis- 
sion renewed.  It  should  be  an  effort  in  downright  earnest  to  bring  the  church  up 
to  self-support  at  the  earliest  possible  day.  Protracted  indigence  is  weakness^ 
paralysis. 

Now  is  the  time  to  push  the  yoking  of  churches.  They  may  be  restive  and  resist; 
but  it  must  be  done.  Massachusstts  is  doing  this  in  order  to  save  money  to  send 
West.  Thirty  of  her  churches  are  thus  worked  in  pairs.  These  old,  depleted 
churches  might  say :  "  For  generations,  we  have  been  accustomed  to  the  sole  ser- 
vice of  a  pastor  ^  we  have  heretofore  made  large  contributions  to  Home  Missions ; 
there  is  now  a  plenty  of  money  in  our  State  treasury ;  why  submit  u$  to  the  morti- 
fication of  a  divided  pastorate,  in  order  that  the  new  churches  out  West  may  be 
saved  from  working  together  ?  "  The  secretary  of  the  independent  society  of  ^io 
reports  that  the  stress  of  the  times  has  been  a  god-send,  as  it  has  given  occasioa  to 
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choke  off  some  benpficiaries  that  needed  to  be  weaned,  and  to  constrain  others  to 
be  paired  for  the  support  of  the  gospel. 

Joseph,  having  interpreted  the  dream  of  his  fellow-prisoner,  said  to  him : 
*'  Think  on  me  when  it  shall  be  well  with  thee,  and  show  kindness  T  pray  thee 
unto  me,  and  make  mention  of  me  unto  Pharaoh,  and  bring  me  out  of  this  house. 
Yet  did  not  the  chief  butler  remember  Joseph,  but  forgat  him."  Of  two  churches 
in  the  same  prison  of  dependence,  one,  bj  a  rapid  growth  of  the  place,  or  other 
fortuitous  circumstances,  goes  forth  in  the  freedom  of  self-support,  leaving  the 
other  behind,  and  growing  strong,  it  may  be,  by  accessions  from  it.  The  mass  of 
our  strong  churches  at  the  West  were  once  recipients  of  this  charity  fund.  Let  it 
not  be  said  of  these:  "Yet  did  they  not  remember  Joseph  but  forgat  him." 
Liet  them  sho^  kindness,  hot  simply  by  speaking  to  the  Society  in  the  indorsement 
of  an  application,  and  by  offering  a  pittance  in  token  of  remembrance,  but  let  it 
be  by  acts  so  generous  as  to  bring  Joseph  out  of  this  house. 


Piisist0navt)    §nUUipn(t. 


OREGON. 

H^.  G,  H,  Atkinson^  D.D,,  General  Mie- 

nonary. 

WORK    AND  GAIN. 

The  quarter's  work  has  included  the 
regular  ministrations  of  the  gospel  in 
person  (by  proxy,  once)  in  ten  places, 
besides  a  trip  to  California,  to  seek  more 
helpers ;  all  the  trips  being  free  of  cost 
to  the  Society.  The  immigration  to 
Oregon  and  Washington,  judging  from 
its  present  rate,  will  be  fully  20,000,  as 
estimated.  The  sure  and  abundant  har- 
vests and  equable  climate  of  this  nortli- 
west  coast  inyite  and  now  secure  very 
earnest  attention.  Our  churches  feel  the 
growth  of  the  population.  The  statis- 
tics presented  at  our  annual  Association, 
last  June,  show  that  those  with  pastors 
haye  increased  in  membership  and  power. 
Two  suffered  great  loss  in  the  return  of 
their  pastors  to  the  Eastern  States.  Three 
very  acceptable  pastors  have  come.  Five 
churches  are  unsupplied.  Calls  arc  be- 
fore me  to  aid  in  organizing  three  more 
churches  soon.  We  expect  more  labor- 
ers with  the  immigrants,  and  hope  that 
no  church  will  be  abandoned. 

The  meeting  of  the    Association  at 
Seattle  imprefised  upon  all  the  value  of 

s 


that  young  home  missionary  church, 
which  welcomed  and  provided  for  about 
fifty  ministers,  delegates  and  friends. 
Had  it  been  neglected  in  its  days  of  weak- 
ness, our  efforts  in  Washington  Territory 
would  have  been  crippled,  and  perhaps 
foiled.  Now  we  have  a  sure  hold  on  the 
Sound,  and  a  fair  prospect  of  increase. 
Mr.  Samuel  Greene,  son  of  Rev.  David 
Greene,  formerly  Secretary  of  the  A.  B. 
C.  F.  M.,  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gos- 
pel. His  membership  is  at  Seattle,  but 
his  labors  will  be  in  the  White  River 
Valley,  fifteen  to  twenty  miles  south-east, 
where  he  resides  on  a  farm,  supporting 
himself,  and  wliere  he  has  been  conduct- 
ing Sabbath-schools,  attending  funerals, 
and  doing  other  Christian  work. 

THE   INDIANS. 

The  warring  Nez  Perces,  headed  by 
Chief  Joseph,  have  never  come  under 
Protestant  missionary  instruction.  He 
has  long  been  an  outlaw  himself,  and 
forced  the  war  by  collecting  outlaws, 
and  committing  outrages  upon  the  set- 
tlers. The  great  body  of  Protestant 
Nez  Perces,  continue  friendly  and  at 
peace,  as  they  have  always  been.  So 
with  the  Spokans  to  whom  Rev.  Messrs. 
Walker  and  Eells  formerly  ministered. 
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Bev,  D.  B.  Gray,  Oregon  City. 

OREGON — NOW  AND  THEN. 

Oregon  is  a  slow  coantry,  but  it  is 
good  and  sure.  This  State  has  felt  the 
hard  times  more  than  you  would  believe, 
considering  that  we  have  such  promising 
elements  of  pro8[5erity  in  soil  and  pro- 
ducts, timber,  climate,  etc.  We  lack  pop- 
ulation, especially  a  thrifty  population. 
Debt,  a  want  of  variety  in  products,  too 
much  reliance  on  wheat  alone,  too  much 
large  farming,  requiring  extensive  ma 
chinery — all  of  it  imported — too  few 
manufactures,  and  often  low  prices  for 
wheat ;  these  things  have  been  and  are 
yet  the  bane  of  Oregon  farming,  and  of 
the  business  prosperity  of  the  State. 
Once  we  get  railroad  connections,  so 
that  a  trip  from  California  to  Oregon 
will  not  be  more  dreaded  (as  it  now  is), 
than  one  from  Chicago  to  San  Francisco, 
these  difficulties  will  disappear,  and  this 
Northwest  coast — possessing  unrivaled 
natural  advantages — will  enjoy,  with 
other  good  things,  the  luxury  and  the 
blessing  of  self-supporting  churches. 

SPECIAL    EXPERIENCE. 

What  strange  views  some  entertain  in 
regard  to  conversion  1  Here  is  a  lady 
who  has  long  been  identified  with  our 
congregation,  and  apparently  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  preaching  and  the  work  of 
the  church,  teaching  in  the  Sunday- 
school,  yet  declining  to  unite  with  the 
church,  just  because  she  had  no  marvel- 
ous experience  to  relate,  and  thinking 
somehow  that  the  church  expected  it  On 
the  other  hand,  the  conviction  has  been 
growing  for  several  months  that  she 
ought  to  give  public  testimony  of  her 
love  for  Christ,  and  her  feelings  have 
found  vent  in  tears  when  conversing  on 
the  subject.  Now  she  becomes  a  willing, 
cheerful  church-member,  but   wishes  it 

understood  that  she  has  had  no  special 
expedience. 

How  long  before  people  will  learn  that 

if  they  sincerely  repent  of  their  sins, 

love  Christ,  trust  in  him  for  salvation, 

and  heartily  go  to  work  for  him,  that  is 


experience  enough,  whether  there  seems 
tb  be  anything  special  about  it  or  nott 

ADDITIONS — YOUNO  FBOPLB. 

The  past  quarter  has  been  one  full  of 
earnest  labor  in  preaching  and  risiting. 
One  by  one,  we  have  labored  personallj 
with  those  who  have  come  and  with 
others  whom  we  expect  to  receive  into 
our  number  soon.  At  our  communion 
yesterday  five  united  with  us,  two  of 
whom  had  years  ago  been 'church-mem- 
bers, coming  now  to  renew  their  cove- 
nant engagements ;  the  other  three  pah- 
licly  confessing  Christ  now  for  the  fint 
time.  They  all  give  promise  of  active 
service  and  usefulness  in  the  Mastei's 
work.  V 

We  are  much  encouraged  by  many 
things,  especially  by  the  attendance  of 
the  young  people  at  the  prayer-meetings. 
And  in  the  way  of  interesting  our  people 
in  missions  we  are  making  progress.  One 
prayer-meeting  a  month  is  given  to  the 
general  subject,  and  the  collection  taken 
is  divided  equally  between  home  and 
foreign.  This  church  is  an  infant  class 
in  missions  yet.  But  it  will  grow. 


CALIFORNIA. 

From  a  Missionary, 

MORALS. 

The  morals  of  this  place  are  the  won* 
I  have  ever  seen  anywhere.  The  ten 
drinking  places  are  always  full,  and 
drunkenness  and  profanity  are  more  rife 
than  I  ever  saw  them  before,  thongfa  I 
have  been  in  pretty  hard  places.  I  am 
planning  a  campaign — have  announced 
to  speak  in  the  open  air  to-night,  and,  if 
the  Lord  blesses,  shall  follow  it  up, 
though  there  is  not  a  soul  to  help  me. 

FINANCIERING. 

Financially  I  have  been  somewhat  em- 
barrassed ever  since  I  came  to  the  State. 
I  don't  think  I  have  spent  ^ye  dollars  on 
self -gratification  in  two  years :  and  my 
trouble  is  to  keep  my  board-bill  paid.  I 
have  worn  a  thick,  heavy,  woolen  winta 
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coat  all  through  this  hot  weather,  (prob- ' 
ably  twenty  days  above  100°),  because  I 
could  not  afford  to  buy  a  thin  one,  and 
I  would  not  spend  money  for  myself  so 
long  as  my  board  was  unpaid.  I  am 
now  saving  rent  by  furnishing  a  room 
myself.  I  sleep  in  woolen  blankets  to 
save  washing  sheets.  (Laundry  prices 
are  quite  high  here.)  The  furniture  of 
my  room  consists  of  my  trunk,  and 
seven  boxes;  two  for  a  bedstead,  one 
set  endwise  for  a  center- table ;  one  for  a 
wash-stand,  another  for  a  bureau,  an- 
other for  a  few  carpenter's  tools,  with 
which  I  gradually  make  my  own  furni- 
ture. My  study  has  already  been  sup- 
plied with  tables  and  book-cases  in  this 
way. 


our  obituary.  If  our  venturous  experi- 
ment proves  successful,  we  will  report 
at  some  future  date.  After  harvest  we 
will  try  to  remember  our  annual  collec- 
tion, and  remit  our  thank-offering.  The 
people  here  express  only  feelings  of 
gratitude  for  past  favors,  and  we  hope, 
if -prospered,  to  show  that  gratitude  by 
our  annual  mite  to  your  treasury. 


Bev.  W.  A.    Tenney,    HydsstnUe,  Hum- 

holdt  Co, 

NO  MORE  AID. 

How  we  are  to  get  along  without  far- 
ther aid  I  do  not  see,  but  the  Lord  does. 
How  to  make  forty-two  dollars  a  month 
feed  and  clothe  a  family  of  six,  and  re- 
tain a  son  in  college,  is  not  easy  to  cal- 
culate. If  any  woman  living  can  do  it, 
I  know  who  can.  I  see  plainly  that  the 
state  of  your  treasury  will  not  justify  any 
farther  expenditure  on  thU  field.  We  are 
heartily  thankful  for  the  aid  granted  so 
far,  and  we  are  sure  help  will  come  from 
some  other  quarter  in  the  future,  because 
the  work  is  one  that  God  approves.  Not 
a  word  of  censure  on  the  Society.  I  am 
certain  you  are  doing  just  the  best  you 
can  in  ti  pressing  emergency,  and  we  will 
do  the  best  we  can  without  the  aid  of 
your  crutches.  A  kinder  people  I  have 
never  seen  than  we  have  in  Hydesville, 
nor  a  more  attentive  and  appreciative 
audience. 

It  is  about  time  some  of  the  full-fledg- 
ed squabs  were  palled  out  of  the  nest, 
and  forced  upon  the  empty  air.  I  be- 
lieve this  church  (and  a  great  many 
others)  is  old  enough  to  swim  without 
buoys  and  bladders.  We  will  try  it, 
and  if  we  sink,  some  one  will  send  you 


DAKOTA. 
Rev,  L.  P.  NoTcroaa,  Deadwood. 

PROORES8  IN  THE  BLACK  HILLS. 

I  did  not  preach  at  Central  City  and 
Golden  Gate  through  the  extremely  hot 
weather,  for  I  needed  a  little  rest,  and 
there  were  no  suitable  accommodations. 
The  building  we  had  used  was  wanted 
for  other  purposes,  and  our  friends  did 
not  feel  able  to  pay  the  rent.  They 
will  have  a  house  of  their  own  soon; 
probably  a  rude  structure  of  undressed 
boards,  but  it  will  be  theirs,  and  then  I 
expect  to  go  up  and  preach  again.  Lead 
City  I  wish  to  preach  at  occasionally, 
when  the  weather  gets  cool  enough. 
Strauge  to  say,  no  other  preacher  comes 
in  as  yet. 

Here  at  Deadwood  we  are  struggling 
along.    We  have  a  house  of  our  own, 
where  we  meet    twice    every    Sunday. 
Though  not  finished  entirely,  it  has  a 
good  pulpit  and  choir  platform,  and 
very  easy  pews.     An  organ  of  the  Ma» 
son  &  Hamlin  manufacture  is  ordered 
and  paid  for.    It  will  take  about  $200 
besides  what  we  have  now  on  hand,  to 
finish  and  pay  for  all.    I  think  I  wrote 
you  that  the  ladies  held  a  festival  and 
raised  by  that  and  their  own  subscrip- 
tions about  $700  after  paying  expenses. 
I  assure  you  that  our  new  house  is  a 
most  welcome  change  from  the  hard 
seats  which  we  had  last  winter  in  the 
carpeuter^s  shop,  at  least,   so   say  my 
audieifce ;  while  I  find  it  easier  to  speak 
effectively  here,  than  when  standing  in 
the  sawdust  and  shavings,  with  my  audi- 
ence so  near  to  me  that  if  I  made  a  ges- 
ture I  was  in  danger  of  hitting  them. 
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Times  are  wry  hard  here  now,  and 
much  of  the  floating  population  is  leav- 
ing ;  yet  the  mines  are  4<^yeloping  slow- 
ly but  surely.  An  average  of  about 
$80,000  a  week  is  deposited  in  our 
banks,  I  understand.  Hotel  men,  gam- 
blers, saloon  keepers  and  disreputable 
places  feel  the  pressure ;  but  I  tliink  we 
have  got  now  down  to  a  good,  solid,  sure 
basis.  When  the  excess  of  traders  and 
merchants,  lawyers,  and  other  profes- 
*  sional  men  leave,  and  the  place  gets 
"weeded  out,"  times  will  be  better. 
The  weaker  ones  will  have  to  succumb. 
We  had  about  fifty  lawyers  here  at  one 
time  last  June. 

In  estimating  our  spiritual  condition 
and  work,  please  bear  \n  mind  the  un- 
settled state  of  o^r  members  and  the 
people,  and  their  all-absorbing  passion 
for  gold  Men  come  here,  not  with  a 
view  to  ixiake  homes,  or  be  of  use  to  the 
church  or  to  society,  but  to  get  gold  and 
then  go  back  and  be  good,  moral,  relig- 
ious, and  all  that.  Tet  we  are  accom- 
plishing something,  I  trust. 


NEBRASKA. 
Bev,  C.  Seecombe,  Oreen  Island, 

A  WOBD  OP  SYMPATHY. 

We  deeply  sympathisse  with  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Society,  in  the  straitness  of 
the  times.  I  think  that  we  missionaries, 
with  all  our  trials,  have  the  lightest 
burden  to  carry  ;  for  we  suffer  simply  as 
individuals,  while  you  carry,  in  addi- 
tion to  your  own  burdeus,  the  burdens 
of  hundreds.  In  all  our  afflictions,  you 
are  afflicted,  in  addition  to  bearing  the 
brunt  of  whatever  complaint  may  come, 
either  from  beneficiaries  or  benefactors. 
I  often  wonder  how  you  can  write  such 
cheering,  comforting  words  to  us,  from 
the  furnace  of  your  own  trial.  It  is 
aweet  to  know  that  the  Savior  sees  and 
appreciates  it  all,  and  at  his  throne  of 
grace  we  will  remember  you  and  your 
labors. 


Rev.  C.  F,  Veite,  Crete. 

A  NEBRASKA  8TORM. 

With  brother  Siiss  of  Olive  Brincb,  I 
had  been  on  an  exploring  expedition 
among  our  German  brethren  in  Saline, 
Lancaster,  Johnson,  Nemaha,  and  Rich- 
ardson counties;  was  hurrying  back  to 
the  commencement  and  trustee  meeting 
of  Doane  College.  I  had  traveled  110 
miles,  and  my  horse  was  so  tired  that  I 
borrowed  another,  that  I  might  reach 
home  in  time.  A  fearful  storm  of 
wind,  rain  and  hail  came  up,  and  trav- 
eling faster  than  I  could,  caught  me 
about  two  miles  from  Crete.  The  thun- 
der roared,  and  the  lightning  was  fear- 
fuL  My  horse  turned  his  tail  to  the 
storm  and  stood  on  the  hillside,  while  I 
sat  in  the  buggy  and  looked  on.  Twice 
the  wind  lifted  the  buggy  off  the  ground 
and  I  thought  my  chances  for  a  free  bal- 
loon ride  were  very  good.  But  I  was 
disappointed.  The  storm  lasted  nearly 
an  hour,  and  then  my  horse  and  I  pushed 
on  for  home.  A  vast  quantity  of  water 
had  fallen.  I  crossed  the  small  ravines 
full  of  water,  and  reached  Prof.  Perry's 
residence,  about  half  a  mile  from  home. 
There  a  larger  ravine  crossed  my  path. 
It  is  usually  dry,  but  was  then  a  rolling, 
dashing  flood.  In  we  went.  My  horse 
became  frightened  and  stopped  in  the 
stream.  In  a  moment  the  buggy  rolled 
over,  with  me  under  it.  While  in  the 
water,  I  partly  unhitched  the  horse.  He 
and  the  buggy  floated  away,  and  left 
mo  in  beyond  my  depth.  I  am  not  a 
swimmer,  but  had  heard  that  a  man 
would  not  drown  on  his  back,  so  I 
rolled  over  and  was  carried  down  after 
the  horse.  I  began  to  think  my  last 
quarterly  report  had  been  sent  in,  but 
thought,  "  Lord,  I  am  ready ;  I  am  not 
afraid."  Finally,  I  somehow  reached  the 
shore ;  one  of  the  students  of  the  college 
gave  me  his  hand,  and  I  got  out  of  the 
stream.  The  buggy  caught  in  the 
bushes ;  the  horse  broke  away  from  the 
harness  and  reached  the  shore.  Hie 
next  morning  I  picked  up  the  fragments, 
^gfSJt   haniess,    valise,    and    huftalo 
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robe,  all  damaged  of  cotirse,  but  not 
lost. 

Thankful  that  life  was  spared,  and — 
beyond  a  bill  of  expense  and  a  cold 
bath,  no  yery  great  damage  done — I  can 
go  on  and  serve  the  Lord  with  more 
love  and  gratitude  than  ever. 

Our  work  has  great  joy,  and  many  and 
permanent  pleasures.  Shall  we  not  ac- 
cept its  perils  also  ? 


KANSAS. 
H^,  J,  G,  Dougherty f  Ottawa, 

THE  BIGGEST  BOX. 

The  opening  of  this  hot  quarter  was 
made  bright  by  a  box  of  books  and 
clothing  from  the  Beneficent  church  of 
Providence,  R.  I.  They  did  not  charter 
a  railroad  car,  but  they  packed  about  the 
largest  dry-goods  box  that  was  ever 
built  with  the  greatest  variety  of  the 
bast  goods  that  ever  came  West  to  a 
Home  Missionary's  home.  I  had  been 
here  just  a  year,  and  with  all  economy 
had  expended  more  than  my  entire  salary, 
so  that  I  had  to  consider  seriously  the 
question  of  living  here  another  year. 
Yet  the  books — about  $150  worth — de- 
lighted me  most,  and  now,  at  the  close  of 
the  quarter,  comes  another  treasure — an 
old  copy  of  Calvin's  Institutes  in  Latin, 
Ckneva,  1618.  One  of  my  Beneficent 
friends,  on  a  business  trip  to  London, 
found  and  forwarded  it  to  Kansas,  to  feed 
the  soul  of  a  poor  missionary. 

HIS  VACATION. 

I  have  not  been  wholly  idle.  Once 
in  two  weeks  I  have  led  a  Normal  Sun- 
day-school class  of  thirty  members,  and 
of  all  religious  denominations — most  of 
them  teaching  in  Sonday-schools,  and 
studying  the  Cliautauqua  course.  Every 
week  I  furnished  a  local  paper  notes  of  j 
the  lesson  for  the  next  Sunday.  I  have 
responded  to  frequent  calls  for  Sunday- 
school  addresses  in  difiEerent  parts  of 
this  county.  To-morrow  I  drive  eleven 
miles  south-east,  speak  three  times,  and 
g^  home  at  night.  Half  of  the  next 
day  I  am  to  qpcad  examining  a  teacher 


who  has  applied  for  a  vacancy  in  our 
high-school,  and  attend  a  prayer-meeting 
that  evening.  The  next  day  I  go  four 
miles  south  to  address  a  Sunday-school 
gathering,  and  the  next  day,  Saturday, 
I  go  north  five  miles  to  talk  on  Sunday- 
schools,  to  persons  who  come  from  three 
townships  to  a  grand  picnic.  This  is 
one  Home  Missionary's  vacation  work. 


MINNESOTA. 
Rev.  P.  8.  Smithy  Alexandria, 

HAPPILY  DISAPPOINTED. 

In  starting  from  the  East  with  my 
family  for  this  frontier  town,  that  which 
cost  the  most  anxiety  was  the  leaving  of 
good  schools  and  social  influences,  for— 
I  knew  not  what,  but  I  feared  very  mea- 
ger opportunities  for  social  and  intellect- 
ual culture.  I  did  not  shrink  from  any 
hardship  or  privation  that  the  field 
might  present,  so  far  as  myself  was 
concerned.  I  am  happy,  however,  in 
being  able  to  say  that  my  apprehensions 
with  reference  to  my  children  were,  for 
the  most  part,  groundless.  We  found 
as  large  a  proportion  of  refined  and  cul- 
tured families  in  this  town,  thirty-eight 
miles  from  a  railroad,  in  what  might  be 
regarded  well  on  to  the  frontier,  aH  is 
usual  in  towns  of  the  same  size  at  the 
East.  The  schools  of  Alexandria  are  as 
good  as  the  average  schools  of  New  Eng- 
land, and  there  is  the  disposition  among 
the  people  to  make  them  as  good  as  the 
best.  If  we  fail  to  have  good  schools, 
it  will  be  from  failure  to  find  the  most 
competent  teachers. 

I  need  not  tell  you  that  the  '*  hoppers  ^ 
have  been  very  hard  upon  us.  There  is 
not  one  family  in  our  church  or  congre- 
gation, that  is  not  suffering  directly  from 
their  ravages.  Had  our  people  failed  to 
contribute  $100  for  the  support  of  the 
gospel,  this  year,  I  should  not  have  lieen 
surprised ;  but  I  was  surprised,  and 
thanked  God  that  I  had  been  led<o 
labor  with  such  a  people,  when  they 
came  forward  in  thdr  reduced  circum- 
stances and  contribated  the  same  gener- 
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ous  amount  at  when  they  were  prosper- 
ous. May  they  find  that  giving  en- 
riches. 


WISCONSIN. 
Hev,  J,  S,  NorrUy  Hiek*Um, 

A  HAPPT  MAN. 

I  rejoice  to  tell  you  that  Gk)d  has 
dealt  very  graciously  with  us.  Our  new 
church  edifice  is  nearly  completed,  con- 
gregations increasing,  and  the  interest 
spreading.  Last  Sabbath  a  stranger 
came  with  his  wife  four  or  five  miles  to 
have  their  babe  baptized ;  another  fam- 
ily came  nine  miles,  and  another  eight 
miles.  The  Sabbath  before,  a  company 
came  a  distance  of  twelve  miles  to  wor- 
ship with  us.  So  the  Lord  sends  them 
to  us  for  our  mutual  profit.  It  seems  as 
though  our  graces  and  numbers  would 
constantly  increase. 

The  extreme  scarcity  of  money,  and 
building  the  church  edifice,  makes  very 
close  timea  with  us.  Still  we  are  very 
happy  in  our  work,  have  nothing  to 
complain  of,  and  much  to  be  thankful 
for,  always  feeling  that  our  great  need 
is  mors  grace.  This  we  can  get,  no  mat- 
ter what  the  times  are.  We  expect,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  to  take  this  whole  re- 
gioii  for  our  blessed  King. 


MICHIGAN. 
Hev,  M.  A,  Bullock,  Oahwood, 

This  report  closes  my  relation  to  the 
A.  H.  M.  S.,  as  one  of  its  missionaries. 
The  coming  year  my  church  will  be  Belf- 
supporting,  for  which  I  most  heartily 
thank  God.  In  being  thus  independent, 
they  do  not  reduce  the*  pastor^s  salary, 
but  increase  it.  The  past  year  has  been 
with  us  a  notable  one.  We  have  been 
greatly  quickened  in  spiritual  life ;  our 
church-membership  has  been  increased 
one-half,  and  our  financial  resources 
trebled.  Our  church  building  has-been 
thoroughly  repaired   and  modernized, 


and  is  now  very  neat  and  comfortable. 
The  financial  strain  has  been  great,  bat 
the  people  have  borne  it  well,  though 
there  have  been  times  when  it  seemed  aa 
though  another  feather  would  "break 
the  earners  back.*'  Another  year  I  hope 
that,  instead  of  receiving  ftom  the  So- 
ciety, we  shall  be  able  to  contribute  io 
it 

It  is  right  for  you  t^  know  that,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  A.  H.  M.  S.  coming 
to  our  aid,  one  year  ago,  this  church  to- 
day would  have  been  practically  dead, 
unless  Providence  had  raised  up  some 
other  help.  So,  you  see  that,  by  the 
blessing  of  God,  you  have  been  the 
means,  in  part,  at  least,  of  saving  this 
church.  Would  that  each  church  re- 
ceiving aid  might  become  free  at  the 
end  of  the  first  year  I 


A  Missionary  in  Southern  Michigan. 

TOO  WILLING   TO  BBO. 

It  is  not  my  wish  or  purjv>se  to  draw 
long  from  the  A.  H.  M.  S.,  for  my  work 
here.  For  churches  to  ask  aid,  when  the 
people  dress  as  well  as  they  do  here, 
live  in  as  good  houses,  drive  as  good 
horses  and  buggies,  and  have  other 
things  to  correspond,  is  a  shame  and  a 
cause  of  weakness.  I  have  so  little  S3rm- 
pathy  with  the  piteous  cry  of  the  greater 
portion  of  these  churches  in  this  rich 
farming  region,  that  I  am  not  likely  to 
make  a  very  contented  beneficiary,  un- 
less I  go  where  the  people  are  really  des- 
titute. 

When  I  went  to ,  as  a  candidate, 

they  were  talking  of  applying  for  aid, 
but  I  discouraged  it,  and  they  started 
out  as  a  self-supporting  church,  though 
having  less  financial  strength,  and  less 
of  the  luxuries  already  mentioned  than 
this  and  other  churches  of  my  acquaint- 
ance. If  I  can  persuade  this  church  to 
become  self-supporting  aho,  I  shall  re- 
joice. 
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THE  TREASURY. 

The  payment  of  a  legacy  since  our 
accounts  for  August  were  closed,  enables 
us  gratefully  to  report — not  an  increase 
of  arrearages,  as  we  feared — but  a 
slight  decrease.  It  still  remains  true, 
also,  that  the  receipts  from  living  donors 
thus  far,  this  year^  exceed  those  of  the 
same  months  of  last  year.  Yet  there 
are  still  more  than  three  hundred  and 
sixty  missionaries  waiting  for  dues  to 
the  amount  of  nearly  $30,000,  and  al- 
most one  hundred  of  these  have  been 
waiting  fully  three  months. 

We  are  one  month  nearer  the  winter, 
for  which  many  of  the  missionary  fami- 
lies are  very  poorly  provided.  Cases  of 
known  tpedal  need  have  had  the  prefer- 
ence, in  the  distribution  of  the  receipts 
for  months  past ;  but  soon  the  great  body 
of  the  unpaid  will  be  Jrightly  reckoned 
as  "  specials,"  and  it  will  be  very  hard 
to  discriminate  m  favor  of  any  without 
wronging  others.  Once  more,  therefore, 
we  entreat  every  friend  of  Home  Mis- 
sions to  take  the  claims  of  these  brethren 
into  his  heart.  Will  not  each  pastor, 
church -meml>er,  Sabbath-school  super- 
intendent or  teacher,  each  wealthy  stew- 
ard of  his  Lord^s  property,  eacli  executor 
holding  in  hand  the  whole  or  some  por- 
tion of  the  legacy  of  a  deceased  bene- 
factor, ask  himself,  what  is  my  duty  and 
privilege  in  this  trying  emergency  ?  We 
can  hardly  believe  that  one  such  honest 
inquirer  will  decide  that  he  cannot  pos- 
sibly do  something  more  than  he  has  done, 
for  a  cause  appealing  so  strongly  to  every 
sentiment  of  love  for  country,  love  for 
souls,  love  for  our  Lord^s  self-sacrificing 
"  brethren,"  love  for  our  Lord  himself, 
Tvho,  though  he  was  rich,  for  our  sakes 
became  poor  that  we  through  his  poverty 
might  be  rich. 

Header :  if  yea  find  that  you  can  do 
something-— eyen  a  little — more  for  this 
cause,  will  yoa  not  do  it  at  ohcb,  before 
other  cares  drive  the  matter  from  your 


thought?  And  may  the  Master  help 
you  to  deal  faithfully  with  him,  who 
has  dealt  so  graciously  with  you. 


THE  WEEPING-WATER   OFFER. 

Wb  ask  the  special  attention  of  every 
reader  of  Tha  Home  Missionary  to  the 
first  article  in  llie  Leaflet  for  this  month, 
a  copy  of  which  will  be  found  at  the 
end  of  this  number.  As  will  be  seen, 
the  Sunday-school  of  the  Congregational 
church  of  Weeping- Water,  Neb.,  a  child 
of  Home  Missions,  has  sent  us  a  thank- 
offering  of  thirty  dollars^  and  challenged 
a  thoitsand  other  Sunday-schools  to  do  the 
same,  thus  at  once  paying  up  those  ar- 
rearages to  missionaries  that  now  burden 
our  hearts,  cause  distress  in  some  house- 
holds, and  anxiety  in  many.  The  pro- 
ject is  certainly  a  feasible  one,  if  our 
Sunday  school  friends  will  only  take  it 
up  with  spirit,  each  one  determining  that 
his  school  shall  be  one  of  the  thousand. 
At  once,  on  hearing  of  the  plan,  the 
Belleville  Avenue  Sunday-school,  of 
Newark,  N.  J.,  sent  in  its  thirty  dol- 
lars ;  and  several  other  schools  in  New 
York  and  vicinity  have  pledged  the 
same  sum.  Shall  the  thirty  thousand 
dollars  of  dues  be  paid  by  our  Sunday- 
schools  f  We  wait  to  hear.  Meanwhile 
our  readers  will  be  interested  in  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  letter  of  Mr.  L. 
F.  Reed,  Sup't  of  the  Weeping- Water 
school,  accompanying  their  offering : 

**Our  school  averages  about  eighty, 
though  nearly  150  belong  to  it,  scattered 
over  a  very  large  extent  of  country. 
The  attendanoe  to-day  was  ninety,  which 
makes  our  collection  average  33^  cents 
per  scholar.  We  had  never  but  once 
before  taken  up  a  collection  of  over 
eight  dollars ;  it  usually  averages  about 
one  cent  to  the  scholar.  This  year  our 
church  will  have  hard  work  to  raise  the 
needed  funds  for  their  home  expenses, 
and  we  had  already  \Ake^  ^^^  q^qs  ^a^«^ 
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tion  for  your  Society.  But  I  thought  we 
must  do  something  more,  and  made  this 
proposition.  Not  an  objection  was 
made,  though  some  thought  it  could  not 
be  raised.  All  were  heartily  rejoiced 
when  the  result  of  our  collection  was 
announced.  Surely  there  are  more  than 
1,000  schools  better  able  than  we  are  to 
give  for  so  great  a  cause.  When  we  re- 
member what  a  vast  influence  for  good 
our  Congregational  churches  have  had 
in  giving  to  us  this  free  government, 
and  in  the  establishment  of  society  upon 
a  basis  that  would  permit  a  republican 
form  of  government  to  become  a  success ; 
when  we  see  the  influence  our  liberal 
Scriptural  creed  is  exerting  on  all  Chris- 
tian society,  bringing  all  denominations 
into  closer  sympathy  and  union ;  and 
when  we  remember  that  our  Congrega- 
tional churches  have  been,  throughout 
the  West  at  least,  raised  up  and  supported 
by  your  Society,  we  feel  that  we  caonot 
give  too  much  to  help  it  along  in  its 
mission  of  love. 

''  May  God  add  his  blessing  to  our  gift, 
and  grant  you  great  success  in  the  plans 
you  may  devise  for  raising  money,  and 
for  carrying  forward  the  work  of  our 
blessed  Master." 


MORE    GIVERS. 

A  SBVEBB  crisis  is  on  us.  The  Home 
Missionary  Society,  as  last  reported,  is 
nearly  $30,000  in  debt.  As  it  has  no 
permanent  funds,  nor  real  estate,  it 
cannot  overdraw  a  dollar  on  its  bank  ac- 
count The  families  of  the  missionaries, 
some  of  whom  are  in  great  need,  must 
therefore  wait  for  their  pay.  So  far  as 
now  appears,  this  state  of  things  is  liable 
to  continue.  What  can  be  done?  We 
must  contrive  to  raise  more  among  our- 
selves, and  depend  less  on  the  Society. 
To  do  this  I  suggest  one  thing :  Many 
of  those  now  contributing  to  the  support 
of  the  missionai7  are  paying  generously. 
Some  can  increase,  and  please  Qod  in  so 
doing.  Our  most  pressing  want  is  more 
gif!>ers.  In  a  congregation  of  60  to  100, 
the  number  who  actually  pay  in  person, 


to  support  preaching,  is  very  smaU.  Bo 
you  say,  **  The  father  pays  for  the  whole 
family  ?  "  Why  not  as  well  attend  church 
for  the  whole  family?  Eyery  man, 
woman,  and  accountable  child  ought  to 
take  a  pergonal  part  in  this  matter.  Who 
are  to  support  the  gospel  thirty-three 
years  hence »  Tlie  next  generation.  When 
shall  they  begin  their  work  ?  When  this 
generation  dies  ?  Will  they  do  it,  unless 
trained  in  it  ?  In  other  things,  habit  has 
great  force.  Suppose,  on  the  contrary, 
that  every  missionary  pastor  had  a  com- 
plete list  of  the  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren under  his  charge ;  suppose  that  at  the 
opening  of  each  flnancial  year,  or  a  little 
before,  the  chainnan  of  the  Trustees  took 
a  copy  of  that  list  and  then  asked  ewry 
person  old  enough  to  understand  any- 
thing about  it,  to  give  a  penny,  a  nickel, 
a  dime,  a  quarter,  a  dollar,  any  sum  he 
or  she  could,  each  week — children  and 
youth,  as  well  as  adults.  I  venture  the 
assertion  that  the  subscriptions  for 
preaching  would  double  at  once. 

What  child  cannot  save  or  earn  a  cent 
each  week  ?  What  youth,  male  or  female, 
cannot  contrive  to  get  a  dime  a  week  ? 
Needle- work,  garden- work,  a  potato- 
patch,  an  acre  of  com, — there  are  scores 
of  ways  for  children  to  make  money ;  for 
we  would  have  them  give  their  own 
money,  not  father's.  They  should  eam^ 
not  heg  it. 

Many  consider  weekly  offerings  to  the 
Lord  a  constituent  part  of  public  wor- 
ship. Till  our  rurtd  districts  are  more 
fully  developed,  they  may  not  adopt  it 
Whatever  the  period  of  payment,  the 
one  most  important  thing  is,  that  every 
person  make  his  or  her  offering  to  the 
Lord  for  the  support  of  the  worship  of 
Qtod  at  home,  and  the  spread  of  the  gos- 
pel abroad.  L.  H.  C. 

MllfirSBOTA. 


A  WANDERER  RETURNED. 

A  LADY  of  middle  age  came  into  omr 
place,  an  invalid,  subject  to  severe  attacks 
of  sickness.  A  few  weeks  after  her  arrival 
she  was  taken  sick,  became  mudh  worse, 
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suflFered  severely,  and  ber  recovery  became 
very  doubtful.  She  had  been  brought  up 
religiously,  yet — as  so  many  do — ^had  neg- 
lected personal  religion,  although  bear- 
ing about  with  her  during  these  long 
years  a  consciousness  that  she  was  away 
from  God,  not  living  as  duty  required. 
It  was  several  weeks  before  I  knew  of 
her  being  here,  and  she  was  quite  Ul 
when  I  saw  her,  so  weak  and  suffering 
that  I  said  but  a  few  words  to  her  in  my 
yisits.  But  it  would  seem  that  the  Spirit 
of  Glod  had  been  at  work  in  her  heart. 
As  she  afterwards  said,  she  felt  she  ought 
not,  must  not,  live  longer  with  that  ques- 
tion unsettled ;  she  wanted  to  be  iure  in 
the  matter.  Her  anxiety  increased,  and 
one  evening  she  sent  for  me  to  come 
down,  for  she  wanted  some  one  to  pray 
with  her.  It  seemed  to  be  a  matter  of 
life  and  death  with  her.  She  was  in 
much  distress  of  mind,  and  pleaded  most 
earnestly  with,  God  for  his  salvation. 
Nothing  could  divert  her  from  her  pur- 
pose— neither  weakness  nor  suffering. 
Prom  that  evening  her  mind  seems  to 
have  found  rest,  and  she  hopes  she  has 
settled  the  great  question  of  life.  She 
expects  to  go  to  San  Francisco  for  treat- 
ment in  the  hospital.  Whatever  may  be 
the  issue  there,  we  trust  life  eternal  is 
hers,  E.  B.  T. 

Caufo&nia. 


WHERE   IS  THE  FRONTIER? 

It  is  said  that  a  chief  argument  for 
^ving  to  Home  Missions  is  found  in  the 
needs  of  the  frontier.  The  Congrega- 
tional churches  in  Illinois  have  increas- 
ed in  ten  years  from  a  membership  of 
17,411  to  23,590.  In  this  period  there 
have  been  additions  on  profession  of 
faith  and  by  letter,  of  23,249,  making 
the  entire  membership  for  that  period 
40,960;  2,068  have  deceased,  and  710 
have  been  cut  off.  There  remain  13,592,  to 
be  accounted  for  as  ^*  dismissed."  Not 
all  of  these  have  gone  forward  to  a  new 
base  of  operations.  A  few  passed  from 
one  church  to  another  at  home,  but  many 
of  them  left  for  the  front    The  churches 


from  which  they  went  are  really  a  base 
of  operations  upon  the  frontier  works, 
where  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  build- 
ing. Where  there  is  destitution  of 
religion,  where  there  are  ignorance  and 
prejudice  and  recklessness  of  moral  ob- 
ligation, where  there  is  no  Sabbath, 
where  heathenism  is,  worship  or  no  wor- 
ship, there  is  still  the  missionary  fron- 
tier, whether  it  be  in  Maine,  Illinois, 
Nebraska,  or  Oregon.  There  the  mission- 
ary will  go,  and  there  he  should  be  en- 
abled to  stay.  M.  K.  W. 


THREE  REASONS  WHY. 

[The  following  is  both  imique  and 
frank.  It  comes  from  a  frontier  and 
agricultural  State.  We  need  ^^ot  be 
more  definite  as  to  its  source.  But 
through  such  a  loop- hole  we  get  sight  of 
some  of  the  difficulties  attending  work 
in  some  fields.] 

"You  see  that  we  have  not  had  any 
prayer- meetings  for  the  last  three 
months — I  mean  regular  meetings.  The 
reasons  are  three : 

1.  We  are  so  far  apart,  and  work  so 
hard,  spring  and  summer,  that  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  get  together  at  night. 

2.  In  the  spring  and  fore-part  of  sum- 
mer the  mosquitoes  are  tormenting,  at 
evening  and  night,  to  man  and  beast. 

3.  The  rattlesnakes  are  so  numerous 
that  some  are  \if raid  to  go  about  much 
after  dark." 


HOW  TO  RAISE  MONEY. 

To  RAISE  money  for  religious  purposes 
pleasantly  and  successfully:  1.  Make 
out  a  complete  list  containing  the  name 
of  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  en- 
tire parish.  2.  Make  a  list  of  the  objects 
for  which  money  must  be  raised.  Poor 
churches  ought  to  give  to  those  objects 
only  that  are  absolutely  essential  to  tlie 
extension  of  Christ^s  kingdom.  3.  Make 
a  careful  estimate  of  the  relative  claims 
of  these  objects.  4.  Unless  they  prefer 
to  pay  at  one  time,  call  four  times  a 
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year  on  every  pereon  for  contribution : 
(1.)  To  pay  the  minister  of  the  parish. 
(2.)  To  help  support  Home  Missionaries. 
(3.)  To  help  support  Foreign  Mission- 
aries.  (4.)  To  help  build  churches. 

Besides  this  quarterly  collection,  take 
a  penny  contribution  in  the  Sabbath- 
school  every  Sabbath,  to  pay  for  papers 
and  books.  EQCOurage  every  child  to 
earn  what  he  or  she  contributes.  Ask 
parents  to  give  at  least  a  penny,  each 
time,  for  every  child  not  old  enough  to 
understand  or  take  part  in  the  matter. 
As  soon  as  old  enough,  interest  them  in 
their  minister,  and  in  the  missionary 
work,  and  train  them  to  be  the  cheerful 
givers  of  the  present  and  next  generation. 

L.  H.  C. 

MlMMSBOTA. 


INTELLIGENT  GIVING. 

[The  writer  of  the  following,  an  intelli- 
gent  layman,  has  earned  the  right  to  speak 
for  Home  Missions,  by  years  of  systematic 
griving,  and  *^ special^*  donations  in  oar 
times  of  special  need.  He  is  not  aware — 
and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  even  missioDaries 
sometimes  forget — that  no  man  is  ever  com- 
missioned by  this  Society  without  this  ean- 
diUon  of  his  receiving  the  appropiation : 
*^  provided  a  home  missionary  sermon  be 
preached  to  the  people  before  the  close  of 
yoor  third  quarter,  and  a  collection  taken 
up  and  reported,  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  this  commission  and  your  general 
instructions.^*  No  missionary  can  neglect 
that  duty  without  violating  his  implied 
pledge  of  honor  and  forfeiting  his  com- 
mission.  To  such  a  one — ^if  such  a  one 
there  be — we  submit  that  our  friend  has  a 
perfect  right  to  **  preach,"  and  we  hope 
his  shot  will  squarely  hit  the  mark.] 

I  READ  this  in  the  May  number  of  Tke 
Home  Missionary.  "The  treasury  re- 
ceives very  little  help  from  those  who 
do  not  read  The  Home  Missionary,  while 
it  probably  has  not  one  habitual  reader 
who  is  not  also  an  habitual  contributor." 
This  strikes  me  as  nearly  true,  and  it 
seems  to  illustrate  the  idea  that  Chris- 
tians suitably  informed  will  be  likely  to 
do  more  than  those  comparatively  igno- 


rant. Is  it  not  the  impalae  of  the 
new-bom  soul,  to  lead  some  other  soul 
to  Christ?  There  are  differences  of 
temperament,  but  is  not  this  the  essence 
of  true  religion,  the  being  like  Christ  f 
What  is  needed,  then,  for  the  true  Chris- 
tian, but  to  show  him  men^s  condition, 
and  what  has  been  done  for  them ;  the 
openings  for  missions,  both  foreign  and 
home ;  the  successes  achieved ;  the  facili- 
ties, and  the  needs.  I  fear  some  minis- 
ters are  in  fault  in  this  thing.  I  fear 
there  are  even  churches,  receiving  aid, 
that  do  not  have  the  subject  properly  set 
before  them.  The  minister  should  lead 
in  these  matters,  and  very  little  will  be 
done  unless  he  does.  In  many  places 
the  "  monthly  concert "  is  done  away, 
and  sometimes  a  collection  is  called  for 
(if  called  for  at  all)  without  one  word  in 
reference  to  the  duty  of  giving,  on  ac- 
count of  the  needs  of  missions,  or  even 
as  an  evidence  of  gratitude  for  what  has 
been  done  for  themselves. 

Now,  I  want  to  suggest  one  thing  :  it 
may  seem  a  little  compulsory,  but  you 
know  we  have  "  compulsory  education." 
Would  it  not  be  well  to  have  every  home 
missionary  understand  tliat  he  is  ex- 
pected to  preach  upon  this  subject — 
stating  the  wants  of  the  Society,  the 
fields  to  be  occupied,  the  great  need  that 
it  be  done  now,  before  error  gets  settled 
down,  and  Infidelity  established ;  and 
that  all  Christians  have  something  to  do 
about  it;  that  they  are  stewards  of 
their  property ;  and  that  they  are  to 
honor  God  with  their  substance. 

How  inspiring  the  record  of  Rev. 
Harvey  G.  Murch,  lately  deceased,  after 
his  most  abundant  labors !  Though  he 
died  poor,  how  much  better  off  is  he 
than  those  whose  riches  are  **  corrupted.'* 

I  remember  of  reading  some  years  ago 
that  Connecticut  with  her  then  200  Con- 
gregational churches  was  the  means  of 
establishing  400  churches  in  the  West 
What  a  glorious  record!  And  think 
what  has  been  done  in  Ohio,  >lichigan, 
Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  and  many  more 
States,  mostly  by  the  Home  Missionary 
Society.    Well,  perhaps  I  had  better  not 


1877. 


THB  HOMX  1CI88IONABT. 


151 


it 


preach,  but  I  wish  others  would,  and 
cry  aloud  and  spare  not." 

E.  C.  P. 

B ,  Nkw  Yobs. 


ECONOMICAL  BPPICIBNCY. 

The  church  in  the  town  of  S.  V.,  in 
M ,  was  poor,  weak  and  greatly  dis- 
couraged. The  former  missionary  work- 
ed hard,  but  could  not  "  draw."  Their 
house  was  old  and  cold,  and  very  small. 
**  Why  not  giye  up  ?  "  was  forced  from 
many  a  heart.  I  visited  them ;  told  them 
I  would  attend  the  funeral  obsequies,  or 
send  them  a  young  man,  just  the  one 
they  wanted.  They  thought  they  were 
not  ready  to  die,  and  would  like  to  know 
who  the  young  man  was.  I  told  them. 
"Will  he  come?"  "You  write,  and  I 
will  write,  and  we  will  sec."  We  wrote, 
and  he  came,  and  they  gave  him  a  call 
at  once.  He  went  back  to  his  old  field, 
closed  his  work  there,  said  "  Good  bye," 
(Gk>d-be-wi'  ye)  and  came  to  the  new 
field. 

A  month  had  not  passed  before  his 
ushers  came  to  him,  and  said,  "  we  are 
in  trouble."  "What  is  the  matter?" 
said  the  sympathetic  young  pastor. 
"  We  can*t  seat  the  people  that  wish  to 
hear  you  preach."  Was  he  a  "  Western- 
er," with  most  of  his  theology  in  liis 
elbows?  As  much  of  a  Westerner  as 
Michigan  could  make  him,  with  a  father 
bom  in  Maine.  He  was  no  more  a 
Westerner  than  every  live  man  of  God  is. 
He  went  to  the  Bible  every  Monday  or 
Tuesday  morning,  for  a  text  and  sermon 
for  the  souls  of  his  hearers  the  next 
Lord's  Day.  He  wrought  his  soul  into 
the  sermon,  and  the  sermon  into  his  soul, 
and  then  on  the  Sabbath,  poured  it  out 
on  their  hearts.  The  Holy  Spirit  de- 
scended in  great  power.  Strong  men 
bowed  in  the  dust  and  surrendered  to 


Gk)d.  In  less  than  two  years,  the  little 
church  of  40  has  become  124,  and  has 
gone  from  $400  dependence  on  the 
A.  H.  M.  Society,  to  self-support ;  yes, 
and  $300  beyond  !  The  little  cold  house 
of  worship  has  been  set  on  new  founda- 
tions, veneered  with  brick,  enlarged  by 
125  sittings,  and  rededicated  to  God 
(Aug.  5,  1877).  Temperance  has  been  as 
much  revived  as  any  branch  of  religion. 
God  is  in  that  place,  using  that  young 
man,  and  that  church,  for  the  spread  of 
his  own  kingdom.  The  case  illustrates 
the  economy  of  efficiency.  It  shows 
who  the  "  cheap  men,"  are — those  whom 
God  uses  to  save  souls. 

BUPBKIHTBH  )BKT. 


OUGHT  THEY  TO  HAVE  IT? 

I  SAW  that  the  whole  State  of  Illinois 
sent  forward  but  fifteen  dollars  to  your 
treasury  in  June,  and  I  dreaded  to  sign 
these  applications.  Yet  this  last  is  for 
twenty-five  dollars  only,  all  the  pay 
given,  save  board,  for  a  three  months* 
service  in  a  church,  not  a  year  old,  where, 
after  all  had  given  what  they  thought 
they  could  to  build  their  house  of  wor- 
ship, one  member  mortgaged  farm  and 
home,  which  were  not  yet  paid  for,  to 
raise  more  money.  They  still  owe  $700, 
and  should  have  aid  at  once  from  a 
church  building  fund.  But  in  the  mean 
time  should  not  a  destitute  district,  at 
least  three  miles  away  from  any  place  of 
worship,  have  the  gospel  preached,  and 
some  one  to  organize  and  lead  in  work  ? 
I  know  well  what  our  churches  would 
say.  But  will  their  ministers  ask  for 
the  money  ?  They  surely  would  if  they 
saw  such  need  and  would  make  the  case 
their  own. 

M.  K.  W. 

iLLiaois. 


-^ 


152 


THS  HOUE  MISSIONAKT. 


Octooer 


#ttv  (S>0-$pttiitivt  S^0tUiU$. 


American  Oongregational  Union. 

Rev.  Rat  Palmer,  D.D.,  8ko.,  69  Bible 

Home,  New  York. 
Rby.  Christofhkb  Cushino,  D.D.,  Sec., 

20  Congregational  House,  Boston. 

K.  A.  Calkins,  Treas.,  69  Bible  House, 
New  York. 

Chubch  Records  and  Forms  of  Busi- 
ness.— It  is  of  very  great  importance  that 
every  church  should  be  so  completely 
organized  for  its  proper  life  and  work, 
and  should  manage  its  affairs  in  so 
orderly  a  manner,  that  its  condition,  ob- 
ligation and  prospects  may  be  at  all  times 
perfectly  and  easily  understood.  The 
first  thing  after  the  organization  of  a 
church  should  be  to  appoint  a  clerk  and 
to  provide  him  with  a  proper  volume  in 
which  every  thing  relating  to  the  origin, 
the  faith  and  polity  of  the  church,  and 
everything  important  in  its  history,  may 
be  made  matter  of  permanent  record. 
It  is  liable  at  any  time  to  happen,  that 
the  rights  of  a  church  and  even  its  very 
existence  may  be  sacrificed,  for  wantof 
a  complete  and  accurate  record.  The 
danger  is  all  the  greater  in  the  case  of 
new  and  weak  churches,  from  which 
members  are  frequently  removing,  and 
whose  ministers  are  changed  almost  with 
every  year.  It  it  is  hardly  necessary  to 
say  that,  in  too  many  churches,  there  is 
great  negligence  in  this  matter.  Churches 
are  found  that  have  existed  for  some 
years,  and  yet  have  no  records  at  all,  or 
merely  loose  memoranda  which  are  but 
little  better  than  nothing.  No  church 
can  allow  itself  to  remain  in  such  a  con- 
dition and  not  suffer  from  its  want  of 
care. 

We  have  recently  been  receiving  re- 
plies to  a  postal  circular  issued  some- 
time since  to  churches  aided  by  the  Union. 
They  have  brought  us  much  needed  in- 
formation, and  have  been  very  kindly  in 
their  tone  and  spirit ;  expressing,  in 
many  cases  strongly,  the  grateful  remem- 
brances of  the  churches  of  the  aid  given 


I  them  in  their  need.  The  reports,  too, 
have  been  generally  encouraging  as  re- 
gards the  growth  and  prospects  of  these 
churches — showing  clearly  that  the 
money  granted  has  been  well  expended. 
But  in  a  considerable  number  of  cases 
the  want  of  well-kept  records  has  been 
revealed.  Churches  had  forgotten  their 
obligations,  because  they  were  not  re- 
corded when  assumed.  In  a  few  cases 
even  the  fact  that  the  church  bad  ever 
received  aid  from  the  Union,  had  been 
forgotten,  in  the  frequent  change  of 
ministers  and  officers.  We  trust  that 
one  effect  of  our  friendly  reminder  may 
be  to  stimulate  pastors  and  churches  to 
the  keeping  of  careful  records  and  to  ex- 
act and  orderly  methods  of  doing  their 
church  and  parish  business. 

The  replies  to  our  circulars  likewise 
impress  us  anew  with  the  wisdom  of 
lending  aid  in  church  building.  Breth- 
ren write  of  the  painful  struggles 
through  which  they  are  passing  in  their 
endeavors  to  lay  the  foundation  for  per- 
manent Christian  institutions,  and  some- 
times of  failures  that  have  greatly  tried 
their  hearts.  How  much  sorer  had  been 
their  struggles,  and  how  much  more 
numerous  their  failures,  had  not  the 
helping  hand  been  extended  to  them! 
Hundreds  of  prosperous  churches  are^ 
blessing  the  young  communities  in  the 
new  States  to-day,  that  could  never  have 
been  planted  and  sustained  but  for  the 
help  given  them  by  the  older  churches 
through  the  Congregational  Union. 
Shall  the  work  cease,  or  be  hindered  ? 
Appeals  for  help  are  still  coming — many 
of  them  very  urgent  It  is  for  the  pas- 
tors of  the  more  prosperous  churches  to 
decide  whether  the  Trustees  of  the  Union 
shall  be  able  to  grant  the  aid  desired. 
We  earnestly  beg  pastors  and  churches 
that  enjoy  the  comforts  and  benefits  of 
a  Christian  sanctuary,  both  those  who 
have  cx)ntributed  heretofore,  and  those 
who  have  not  yet  done  so,  to  remember 
their  needy  brethren,  and  to  do  virhat  in 
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a  reverse  of  circamstances  thej  would 
wisb  their  fellow  Christiaxis  to  do  for 
them. 

•*  Our  church,"  says  a  pastor  of  one 
of  these  aided  churches,  "  is  in  a  pros- 
perous condition  and  has  a  very  en- 
couraging outlook.  We  are  too  grate- 
ful for  the  timely  aid  which  the  Union 
gave  us,  to  neglect  to  contribute  annual- 
ly to  its  treasury.  We  wish  we  could 
contribute  more  largely,  and  hope  we 
shall  be  able  to  do  so  in  the  future." 


Amexican  Ck>llege  and   Bdneation  So- 
ciety. 

Rky.  InorsasbN.  Tarboz,  D.D.,  Sec. 
James  M.  Gordon,  Esq.,  Treas. 

Office,  No.  32  Cong.  House,  Boston. 
Money  may  be  sent  either  to  the  Treas- 
urer, in  Boston ;  or  to  Rev.  Charles 
P.  Bush,  D.D.,  39  Bible  House,  New 
York. 

In  looking  over  the  long  list  of  names 
of  beneficiaries  inscribed  upon  the  books 
of  the  Education  Society  (the  last  num- 
ber entered  is  6,425),  one  cannot  but  be 
greatly  impressed  with  the  far  reaching 
influence  of  such  a  work  as  that  in  which 
this  society  is  engaged.  The  process  of 
entering  these  names  began  in  the  year 
1816,  and  the  first  name  on  the  list  is 
that  of  a  young  man,  who  became  a 
missionary  among  the  Cherokee  Indians. 
Year  by  year  the  list  has  grown  and  ex- 
tended itself,  until  the  number  giyen 
above  has  been  reached.  These  names 
were  all  inscribed,  while,  as  yet,  the 
men  were  unknown  to  fame.  What 
they  would  become  could  not  be  told. 
But  now,  at  the  end  of  sixty-one  years 
from  the  beginning,  at  one  studies  that 
list,  he  can  see  a  new  meaning  to  human 
life,  and  can  learn  how  much  is  accom- 
plished, when  young  men,  consecrated 
to  Christ,  are  drawn  from  the  retirement 
of  private  life  and  thoroughly  fitted  for 
public  duties  and  responsibilities  in  the 
work  of  the  Christian  ministry.  In  that 
extended  list  may  now  be  read  the 
nomea  of  many  men,  who  have  finished 


their  term  of  earthly  labor  reaching  over 
a  period  of  forty  or  fifty  years,  and  have 
gone  to  their  reward.  Among  these 
names  of  the  dead  are  to  be  foimd 
many,  made  conspicuous  by  high  public 
trusts — pastors  of  large  and  prominent 
churches  in  every  part  of  the  land — dis- 
tinguished missionaries  in  foreign  lands 
— presidents  and  professors  in  colleges 
and  seminaries,  not  a  few — leading  secre- 
taries of  our  benevolent  organizations, 
and  the  like.  And,  what  is  equally  im- 
portant to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try at  large,  there  will  be  found  also  the 
names  of  those  bold  pioneers,  who  went 
with  the  moving  colonies  into  the 
Western  wilderness,  and  helped  to  lay, 
over  all  those  broad  fields,  the  founda- 
tions of  churches  and  of  civil  society. 
Many  such  names  are  there,  belonging 
to  men  who  have  borne  the  burden  and 
heat  of  the  day,  and  are  entered  into 
their  rest. 

But  a  far  larger  number  of  those 
names  belong  to  the  living.  More  than 
one-third  of  all  our  Congregational  min- 
isters, at  the  present  time,  have  their 
names  enrolled  on  that  record.  Nearly 
one-half  of  our  ordained  missionaries  4n 
foreign  lands  are  in  the  same  company. 
Presidents  and  professors  in  our  colleges 
are  to  be  found  there  in  large  numbers. 
Take  out  of  the  roll  of  the  living,  to- 
day, all  whose  names  are  on  these  books, 
and  an  awful  chasm  would  open  before 
us. 

But  are  there  no  failures,  no  losses 
by  the  way,  to  be  noticed  ?  Certainly 
there  are.  If  such  an  enterprise  as  this 
had  gone  forward  for  so  many  years, 
with  no  friction  and  waste,  it  would 
have  been  something  miraculous.  It 
would  have  shown  itself  exempt  from 
all  the  conditions  of  this  imperfect 
world.  But  what  is  the  chaff  to  the 
wheat  ?  For  every  dead  loss  and  total 
failure,  the  society  can  show  men  of  the 
most  enlarged  influence  and  character, 
who  have  far  surpassed  all  that  was 
dreamed  of  in  their  youth. 
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Not  in  totnminUm  kui  ptar. 
Ber.  Ememon  F.  Smith,  JaniAt*,    Huel  Dell  and 

ontr«tAtion«  Neb. 
Bev.  R.  8.  Osborne,  Stockton,  Biiirs  City,  Lowell 

and  PloAaant  Valley,  Kan. 
Rer.  Calvin  C.  Adams*  Montonr,  Iowa. 
Bev.  EUhn  Linkl^tter,  Almlra,  Solon,  Empire  and 

Cedar  Run,  Mich. 
Bev.  Henry  Marsh,  Kalamo  and  out-stations,  Mich. 
Bev.  John  Rice,  Hematite.  Mo. 
Rev.  A.  H.  Sloat,  Pierce  City,  Ma 
Bev.  O.  A  Thomas,  Sugar  Grove  and  Farmington, 

Pa. 
Bev.  Ira  B.  Allen,  Colnmbng,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  J.  H.  Campbell,  North  Evans,  N.  Y. 
Bev.  Edward  D.  Curtis,  Sand  Bank,  N.  Y. 

lU-commUstonett. 
Bev.  James  W.  Harris,  The  Dalles,  Or. 
Rev.  Jolyi  J.  Powell,  Nortonville,  Cal. 
Rev.  Jacob  H.  Strong,   Femdale,  Port  Kenyon  and 

out-station,  Cal. 
Rev.  Charles  T.   K.  Tracy,   Fort  Jones,   Oro  Fino, 

Hay's  school  district  and  Calahan's,  CaL 
Bev.   Lewis  Btidgman,  Bichland,  Grove  Hill  and 

Eden,  Dak. 
Bev.  Thomas  Bajme,  Columbus,  Neb. 
Bev.  Warren  Cochran,  Fairmont,  Neb. 
Bev.  Albert  Fitch,  Central  City,  Chapman,  Brewer^s 

and  Burk*s,  Neb. 
Bev.   Charles  Seccombe,   Strahmburg,  St.   Helena, 

BlyviUe  and  Frankfort,  Neb. 
Bev.  Charles  C.  Starbuck.  Monroe,  Neb. 
Bev.  James  Brunker,  Ninnescah,  Antelope,  Prairie 

Home,  El- Paso  and  Willis  District,  Kan. 
Bev.   Jared  W.  Fox,    Monmouth,   Pleasant  Valley, 

Fairview,  Mound  District  and  out-station,  Kan. 
Bev.  Perley  M.  Griflln,  Parsons,  Kan. 
Bev.   Corydon  S.  Irwin,  Bush  Center,  Belfield  and 

La  Crosse,  Kan. 
Bev.  Harvey  Jones,  Diamond  Valley  and  vicinity, 

Kan. 
Bev.  Luther  Newoomb,  Wannhara  and  out- stations, 

Kan. 
Bev.  Oliver  P.  Champlin,  Sleepy  Eye,  Bums,  Iberia 
*   and  vicinity,  Minn. 


Bev.  Joseph  Chandler,  Glencoe  and  Bovmd  QforiL 
Minn. 

Bev.  Lndwick  Kriba,  Hawley  and  Park,  Minn. 

Bev.  Otis  A.  Starr,  Montevideo,  Sparta,  Bowwood 
and  Lac  Qui  Parle,  Minn. 

Rev.  Alexander  Parker,  Mitchell,  Iowa. 

n^v.  Charles  H.  Rogent,  Lansing,  Iowa. 

Rev.  John  D.  Sands,  Belmond,  Clarion  and  Eagle 
Grove,  Iowa. 

Rev.  George  T.  Tompkin^  Magnolia,  Iowa. 

Rev.  Newton  T.  Blakeslee,  Baraboo.  Wis. 

Rev.  James  P.  Chamberlain,  Bloomer,  Wis. 

Rev.  Timothy  Jones,  Wan«hara  County,  Wis. 

Rev.  William  C.  Sanford.  Oak  Grove,  Wis. 

Rev.  Elisur  Andrus,  Vicksburg,  Mich. 

Rev.  Stephen  O.  Bryant,  Mancclona,  Westwood  and 
Keamev,  Mich. 

Rev.  CyreniuA  N.  Coulter,  Banks,  Blakeley  and  Cen- 
tral Lake,  Mich. 

Rev.  Gerrit  Dangreroond,  Fremont  Center  and  out- 
stations,  Mich. 

Rev.  Simeon  S.  Haines,  Chase,  Justin  and  ont-tta- 
tions,  Mich. 

Rev.  Samuel  D.  Cochran,  D.D.,  Kidder  and  Lathrxyp, 
Mo. 

Rev.  John  F.  Graf,  PalmjTa,  Mo. 

Rev.  Jof«)»h  8.  Rounoe.   St.  Charles  Co.,  Dardcnne 
and  Hutchinson,  Mo. 

Rev.  Arthur  M.  Thome,  Memphis,  Mo. 

Bev.  M.  A.  Crawford,  Boodhouse,  111. 

Bev.  Henry  G.  Pendleton,  Nebraska  and  Gridley, 
III. 

Bev.  Dana  Sherrill,  Forest  and  out-Matiocs,  III. 

Rev.  Bunjsmin  F.  Worrell,  Rantoul  and  Ludlow,  III. 

Rev.  Albert  Bowers,  Huntington,  West  Va. 

Rev.  Walter  W.  Curtis,  West  Brook  and  North  Wal- 
ton, N.  Y. 

Bev.  Gardner  Dean,  Harpersflold,  N.  Y. 

Bev.  Thomas  H.  Griffith,  Lawrencevllle  and  Moirs, 
N.  Y. 

Bev.  Thomas  M.  May,  Volney  and  on^station.  N.  Y. 

Bev.    Thomas  Watson,  Wilmington,  Keene  Vallej, 
North  Elba  and  Keene  Village,  N.  Y. 

Bev.  Jacob  D.  WoodruiZ,  North  Collins  and  ont-«ta- 
tion,  N.  y. 


§t(tipH  itt  Suguut,   187  7. 


MAINE— $96.40. 
Farmington,  First,  by  O.  W.  Bogers, 

A  Friend, 
Limenck,  Misses  E.  P.  and  S.  F.  Hayes, 
Portland,  E.  P.  Brooks, 

NEW  HAMPSHIBE— $176.00. 

Beoeived    by  L.   D.  Stevens,  Tr.  N.    H. 
M.  8.  I 
Concord,  Bev.  N.  Bouton,  D.D.,    $2  00 

Hampstead,  a  few  Friends,  4  UO 

Henniker,  6U  00 

Mount  Vernon,  5  CO 


$81 


00 
40 
8  00 
1  00 


Hampton,  a  Friend, 
Keene,  a  Friend, 
Newmarket,  T.  U.  WlsweU, 
Warner,  Mrs.  F.  Eaton, 

yBBMONT-$476.e0. 
BratUeboro,  T., 
Hartford,  On  account  of  Legacy  of  Eunice 

White,  by  S.  Fletcher,  Ex., 
Middlebnry,  On  account  of  Legacy  of  C. 

Elmer,  by  C.  Elmer,  Adm., 

On  account  of  LegW7  of  O.  0.  Lane, 
by  C.  D.  Lane,  Ex., 
Swanton,  Mrs.  S.  Skeels, 
Westminster,  a  Friend,  by  C.  F.  Thompson, 

]CABaAOHUSBTTS-$2,680.S7. 
Mass.  Home  Ifiss.  Boo.,  by  C.  Demond,  Tr., 
Beverly,  Mrs.  T.  0.,  S., 
OhJoopee,  Mazy  0.  B«niii| 


61  00 

4  00 

100  00 

10  00 
1  00 

90  00 

69  00 

839  00 

66  69 
6  00 
600 

979  64 

900 

60  00 


East  Hampton,  On  account  of  Legacy  of  S. 

Williston,  by  E.  H.  Sawyer,  Ex.,  $1,400  00 

East  Weymouth,  by  Bev.  H.  W.  Eldredge, 

to  const  Dea.  D.  Bates  a  L.  M.,  46  00 

Globe  Village,  Evan.  Free,  by  B.  Bigbee,  90  79 

Greenfield,  a  Friend,  9  00 

Sheffield,  First,  by  T.  C.  Wickwire,  8  00 

South  bridge,  a  Friend,  1  40 

Swampaoott,  by  Bev.  S.  E.  Eastman,  96  SO 

RHODE  ISLAND— $18.08. 

Kingston,  by  T.  P.  WeUs,  18  08 

CONNECTICUT— $8,667.JB. 

Bethlehem,  a  Friend,  10  00 

Bridgeport,  Sabbath-school  of  South,  by 

E.  Sterling,  75  00 

Bristol,  Legacy  of  Mrs.  Delia  B.  Marsh, 

with  intovst,  by  H.  Bcckwith,  Ex.,  9,097  9S 
East  Biver,  H.  B.  Washburn,  lUO  00 

East  Woodstock,  by  J.  M.  Paine,  to  const. 

De^  M.  W.  Ide  a  L.  M.,  49  70 

GoaMn,  F.  M.  Wadham^  by  T.  A.  Haxen,  19  60 
Greenwich.  Sdllson  Benev.  Soc,  by  Mrs. 

Edward  Mead,  Treas.,  to  const.  Mrs.  D. 

Anyan,  Mni.  G.  P.  Watcrbury,  Mrs.  W. 

A.  Howe,  Mrs.  D.  Peck,  Miss  B.  Cristy 

and  Mrs.  Arthur  Mead  L.  Ms.,|  490  00 

Hartford,  C.  C.  Lyman,  980  00 

On  account  of  Legacy  of  Marlnns  Lord, 

by  C.  E.  QroeB,  Adm.,  900  00 

Heboron,  First,  by  H.  G.  Porter,  9  71 
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60  00 
48  00 

17  60 


100  00 
IS  29 

600 

80  00 


Killingworth,  Lega(7  of  It.  K.  Hinckley, 

by  J.  Keltey,  Ex.,  flOO  00 

Lebanon,  fcnr  Frlendi,  of  which  $80  to 

const.  Min  H.  B.  Robinson  a  L.  M., 
Ifilford,  Plymouth,  by  W.  B.  BriiitoU, 
Norwmlk.  On  aooonnt  of  Legacy  of  Bora 

Hoyt»  by  8.  Seymonr,  Ex., 
Boinens  Mrs.  Kan<7  C.  Pease,  by  D.  C. 

Pease,  to  const.  R.  Pease,  O.  Peaao  and 

Mrs.  Nancy  P.  Baker  L.  ICs., 
Terry yille,  mon.  con.,  by  J.  H.  Stonghton, 
West  Hartford.  Ladies,  by  Miss  M.  A.  Blis- 

worth,  freight, 
Woodstock,  Flnt,  by  H.  T.  Child,  to  const 

Edwin  A.  Hoemer  a  L.  M., 
NBW  YOBK.— •6S9.S5. 

Beceived  by  Bev.  J.  0.  Holbrook,  D.D. : 

Deer  RiTer,  f6  90 

Sjrracose,  Rer.  J.  0.  H.,  10  00 

Union  Center,  8  85 

West  Carthage,  8  00 

I  98  16 

Angola,  $13.60 ;   East  Brans,   $8.63,    by 

Rer.  C.  W.  Drake,  16  19 

Baiting  HoUow,  by  Rer.  E.  Hale,  7  80 

Black  Creek  and  Oramel,  by  Rer.  W.  J. 

Ballard,  11  00 

Brooklyn,  W.  H.  Williams,  M.D.,  $60 ; 

Mrs.  L.  O.  Hnstaoe,  $5,  65  00 

Caoandaigna,  First,  by  B.  O.  Tyler,  998  89 

East  Pharaalia,  by  Rev.  J.  Clements,  8  00 

Greene,  by  Rer.  A.  B.  DiUey,  15  UO 

Harpersfield,  by  ReT.  Q.  D^n,  11  00 

Moravia,  First,  by  L.  Stoyell,  19  43 

New  York  City,  Broadway  Tab.,  Bev.  L. 

B.  Hobart,  80  00 

Mrs.  Parker,  $60  ;  Madison  Avenue,  $6 ; 
a  Friend,  $5,  61  00 

Otiaco,  Ladies'  Home  Miss.  Boo.,  by  Miss 

F.  A.  Cowles,  15  66 

Otto,  by  Rev.  W.  D.  Williams,  10  00 

Riverhead,  Firfct,  by  Rev.  W.  J.  Chalmers,  11  00 
Salamanca,  First,  by  Uev.  C.  H.  Crawford,  7  69 
Sidney  Plains,  by  Rev.  S.  Johnson,  15  00 

WW  JERSEY— $6.57. 

Bloomfield,  Mi«s  F.  B.  Uflbrd,  1  00 

Chester,  Sabbath-school  of  First,  by  Rev. 

F.  A.  Johnson,  6  67 

PENNSYLVANIA— $6.00. 
Kiceville  and  Townville,  by  Rev.  J.  B. 
Davison, 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA— $90.00. 

Washington,  Ralph  Dunning,   by  C.   A. 
Boardman, 

NOBTH  CAROLINA— $1.00. 

Baleigh,  First,  by  MissE.  P.  Hayes, 
FLORIDA— $9.00. 

City  Point,  InUian  River,  J.  W.  Vail, 

Weiaka,  Mrs.  Oeo.  H.  White, 

OHIO— $814.49. 

Cleveland.  On  account  of  Legacy  of  B. 

Taylor,  by  J.  W.  Taylor,  Ex., 
Hudson,  On  account  of   Legispy  of   W. 

Porter,  by  W.  M.  Beebe,  Adm., 
Bocbeeter  Depot,  Mrs.  D.  8.  Cnmminga 
Booth  Charlraton,  ^*  From  a  vacant  chair,** 
INDIANA— $55.00. 

Blkhart,  by  Rev.  H.  D.  Knti, 

IIXINOIB— $967.14. 
Beoeived  by  Rev.  M.  K.  WhitUeeey : 
Jacksonville,  Rev.  Eli  Corwin, 
D.D^  add^U  and  in  full,  to 
const.   Mrs.  H.  8.  Corwin  a 
L.  M.,  $10  00 

La  Haipe,  Mrm.  E.  Bamethy,  by 
B«v.  W.  Wakefldd, 


Hinsdale,  by  Rev.  W.  R.  Butcher,  $36  00 

Kc^anee,  by  M.  Doty,  187  27 

Lamoille,  by  J.  R.  Jones,  9  08 

Lombard,  First,  by  J.  T.  Reade,  11  00 

Oak  Park,  by  W.  Furbeck,  90  80 

Payson,  by  D.  E.  Robblns,  15  00 

Princeton,  Mrs.  R.  Carey,  lOU  00 

Mrs.  8.  C.  Clapp,  100  00 

West  Point,  Rev.  A.  N.  McCononghey,  95  00 

Wheaton,  First,  by  J.  Plason.  16  00 

MISSOURI— $88.50. 

Almartha,  by  Rev.  8.  B.  Feemster,  14  00 

Amity,  Rev.  J.  P.  Field,  5  00 

Carthage,  bv  Kev.  E.  F.  Fsles,  8  50 

Jakes  Prairie,  Rev.  J.  Denton,  6  00 

Lebanon,  First,  by  Rev.  A.  H.  Missildine,  11  00 

MIC  HIG  AN— $976. 08. 
Received  by  Rev.  W.  B.  Williams : 

Alpena,  $45  00 

Clinton,  11  00 

Deep  River,  5  00 

East  Saginaw,  90  00 

Olivet,  90  99 

Summit,  7  88 

Wheatland,  48  00 

W.  R.  BUfford,  9  75 

159  87 

Adrian,  Rev.  D.  W.  Comstock,  9  50 

AHogan,  First,  by  8.  8.  Dryden,  14  00 

Big  Prairie.  Union  Sabbath-schod,  by  Rev. 

D.  Bettes,  9  91 

Eastman ville.  Rev.  J.  J.  Bunnell,  95  00 

Hart,  $4 ;  Shelby,  $0.  by  Rev.  T.  Towler,       10  00 

Kalkaekasnd  lifsntun,  by  Rev.  J.  R.  Savage,   10  00 

•    Litchfield,  Ladies*  Miss.  Soc.,  by  Mrs.  A. 

K.  BuAhneU,  10  00 

Nnnica,  by  Rev.  N.  Neerken,  6  75 

Pottervillc,  by  Rev.  F.  B.  Olds,  5  00 

Waconsta,  First,  by  Rev.  W.  H.  Skeutel- 

bury,  81  96 

WISCONSIN— $481.98. 

Received  by  Rev.  F.  B.  Doe : 
Brandon,  $91  95 

Fond  du  Lac,  84  95 

Kinnickinnick,  1  10 
Ripon,  Dea.  A,  P.  Harwood,  $50 ; 

others,  $46.68,  96  68 

Wanpun,  18  00 


500 

90  00 

1  00 

1  GO 
1  00 

69  49 

950  00 
1  00 
1  00 

65  00 


50  00 


Brighton,  F.  Stewprt, 
Chicago,  New  England,  mon.  con.,  by  B. 
W.  Blatcdifdrd, 

First,  by  J.  WiawaU, 

Mia.  Mary  F.  Sargent, 
Oreaton,  by  H.  0.  RobfabM^ 
Crate)  Bev.  8.  Fortv* 


60  00 
500 

18  89 

411  07 

1  00 

6  68 

50 

Received  by  Rev.  H.  A.  Miner : 

Black  Earth,  $7  15 

Lake  Mills,  4  56 

Madi8)n,  100  00 

Maxomanie,  16  75 

Arena,  by  Rev.  A.  Pinkerton, 
Baraboo,  by  Rev.  N.  T.  Biakeslee, 
Dartford,   Central,  add'l,   by  Rev.   8.  B. 

Demarest, 
Eaet  Troy,  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Curtis, 
Hammond,  by  Rev.  W.  C.  Hicks,    * 
Hartford,  First,  by  Rev.  A.  Scofleld, 
Lone  Rock,  First,  by  G.  B.  Bennett, 
Warren,  by  Rev.  Q.  L.  Dowd, 
Waupaca,  $10  ;  Mrs.  H.  Miles,  |5,  by  M. 

R.  Clark, 
Wisconsin,  A  Friend, 

IOWA— $166.16. 
Received  by  Rev.  E.  Adams : 
McGregor,  Woman*s  Mias.  Soo.,      $6  06 
Osage,  Woman's  Miss.  Soa,  9  40 

Traer,  18  00 

Bear  Grove,  by  Rev.  C.  Little,  $8.  [Er- 
roneously acknowledged  in  Sept.] 

Beaver,  $19.50;  Polk  City,  $99.76;  Shel- 
dahl,  $7.75,  by  Rev.  L.  8.  Hand, 

Belmond,  Rev.  J.  D.  Sands  and  family. 

Big  Rock,  by  Rev.  R.  Apthorp, 

Boonsboro,  Rev.  O.  C.  Dickeraon, 

Cherokee,  by  Rev.  F.  Hurd, 

Farmersburg,  Dea.  B.  Sherman,  $90 ;  Rer. 
E.  C.  Downa,  $6, 

Farmington,  by  Rev.  F.  E.  Banga, 

LeMara,  by  Bev.  ▲.  B.  Arnold, 


991  98 


198  46 

10  00 
19  80 

60 
16  00 

15  00 
89  04 

8  95 
94  95 

16  00 
900 


88  46 


60  $0 
960 

18  00 
5  00 

10  88 

95  00 

5  00 

6  17 
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E»l  ClKi-nmnt,  bg  It«.  7.  ITCrslion.  »  41 

PrMOoni  lioJ  HartKnd.  bf  Oei.  W.  Flik,  ID  DO 
Gkni™  ■ml  Ilunnd  Qreve,  W  Hei.  J. 

Cbudler  SO  on 

rUMiltiF.  Iiy  A.  B.  0.  QaaaU«.  E  W 

Spring  Vulltr,  KlTtt.  lij  Rot.  C.  W.  Mmill, 

BIR.VS.     [Bmuwoiuil]'  uknawlnlgnl  la 

BU^^  by  Rei.  a.  JuhsJon,  ID  «l 
KAKSAS— t4H.aO. 
filoomlnstan  uid  Ktnoktoa,  adill  bj  Rev, 

J.  K.  Eckinui.  ^  00 

Blue  RMgo,  bj  B<^.  0.  D.  WriBlH,  it  M 

Ciokcr  Ctl]-,  by  Bel.  R.  SamnBl.  B  00 


(>nvmCAmlc,  by  "Rvt.  S.  L.  A' 
mBaASKA-|ITB.OT. 
Cw»,  T.  S.  Muiiir,  by  Rbt.  ( 


buli-Kbvul,  is.eit.  by  I.  F.  1U-«I,  BupC,      SS  f 
DAKOTA— »8.lO, 

eioni  Vl>ll^  I^lRt,  bj  Bn.  A.  D.  Aduu,  B  I 

COLOR  ADO— fH ,  U), 

■GraeiDj,  Jirtt,  bj  Rcy.  A.  K.  PMk»rd, 
CALIFOKKlA—tiniU- 

Wood;*^.  Fi™,  bi  .... __, 

■WAaaiNOTON  TBRRITOaY-llOHI.OO. 

BkolcoBilih,  Rbi.  O.  lielii,  If      -  ■  - 
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MtUkib,  95  do 


Bbt.  W.  H.  Woloott 

S.,  byW.  W.Wrigbt,    ! 


j-biaht*,!,  Fi^  lo 


40  00 

zsn 


Cuw,  ^ntb,  bj  Bar.  W.  W.  Uifawton, 


Mh  Momt  Mmmnn 


Go, Pbeach  the  Gosfbl Mark  xyi,  15. 

How  shall  thej  pieaoh  except  they  be  sent  ?  .  Bom,  x.  15. 
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MISSIONARY  WORK  IN  COLORADO. 

BY  BEY.    STEWART  SHELDON,   GENERAL  MISSIONARY. 

Exposure  in  long  winter  rides  over  Dakota^s  prairies  drove  me  again  to  the 
hospital,  which,  this  time,  was  the  Alps  of  America.  These  Colorado  mountains, 
Beamed  with  silver,  gold,  copper,  and  iron,  one  must  see  to  understand.  Stereo- 
geopic  views,  paintings,  even  Bierstadt's  greatest  work,  give  nothing  like  a  true  im- 
pression. 

In  Denver  the  new-comer  is  charmed  with  the  watercourses  which  their  system 
of  irrigation  sends  along  by  almost  every  street,  the  secret  of  the  beautiful  trees, 
the  green  lawns,  and  the  fresh  garden  fruits  that  everywhere  abound. 

GEORGETOWN. 

My  first  duty  led  me  on  the  narrow  gauge  railroad  to  Georgetown,  through  a 
mighty  gorge,  with  mountain  crags  and  peaks  piled  up  to  the  very  clouds.  We 
dashed  along  by  the  side  of  Clear  Creek,  which  rushed  down  over  great  boulders, 
find  curved  and  twisted  like  a  snake.  From  the  window  it  looked  as  if  we  were 
^  going  plump  against  a  cliff,  but  the  next  moment  we  were  crossing  the  mad 
etream.  Every  moment  changed  the  view,  as  we  ascended  the  cation  at  the  rate 
of  200  feet  to  the  mile  at  one  point,  and  1,400  feet  in  eleven  miles  at  another. 

At  length  we  reached  Georgetown,  a  busy  energetic  town  of  5,000  people,  whose 
principal  busine^  is  the  digging  of  silver  ore,  and  making  it  into  bullion  in  their 
great  smelting  and  reduction  works. 

The  church,  once  flourishing,  with  a  comfortable  little  chapel  that  now  stands 
empty,  was  practically  disbanded.  A  part  of  the  members  had  joined  another 
denomination,  ai^d  the  rest  were  waiting  to  see  what  the  future  might  bring. 
May  it  be  a  brighter  day  not  long  hence. 

COLORADO   SPRINGS. 

The  next  name  on  the  roll  was  Colorado  Springs,  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
cities,  prospectively,  in  the  world,  situated  just  at  the  base  of  Pikers  Peak,  whose 
ODO^-cIad  top  IS  14,500  feet  above  the  sea.    In  close  proximity  8.t^t\\<^  %\i\^\^\^ 
aodk,  and  iron  springs  M  Manitoa,  that  bid  fair,  by  thok  mQA\<Gix)^^^vc\;Q^^>l^'^'^^ 

*  .    -  '  ■  ' 

*  *'  * 
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rival  Saratoga.  In  less  than  six  years  from  the  first  stake  in  that  city,  it  had  a 
population  of  over  3,500  souls.  Its  streets  are  smooth,  solid,  straight  as  an  arrow, 
with  little  watercourses  along  both  sides;  and  the  whole  town  is  adorned  with 
beautiful  shade  trees  of  many  varieties. 

Industry,  order,  and  a  high-toned  sentiment  generally  prevail  in  this  bright 
young  city.  Not  a  saloon  is  allowed,  and  the  fiery  liquors  can  be  had  only  by 
stealing  around  some  corner,  or  through  some  dark  alley,  and  getting  it  **  on  the 
sly."  The  very  atmosphere  of  the  place  inspires  the  feeling  that  Colorado  College 
is  wisely  located  here. 

Close  at  hand  bubble  up  the  bright,  sparkling  Maniton  waters ;  and  just  at  the 
right  is  the  '*  Garden  of  the  Gods,"  a  large  plateau,  with  rocks  of  yarions  forma- 
tion, some  of  them  200  or  300  feet  high,  with  perpendicular  sides  almost  as  true 
as  if  hewn  to  the  plumb  and  line.  Still  further  on  is  Glen  Eyrie,  with  its  eagle 
nest  up  in  the  crags.  Further  still  is  Queen*s  Cafion,  with  its  almost  perpendicular 
rocks  on  either  side  as  one  winds  up  the  narrow  path  for  a  mile  or  so,  till  he  is 
stopped  by  a  great  basin  of  water,  which  some  one  has  slanderously  named  the 
Punch-bowl,  but  which  I  should  call  Silver  Fountain.  A  few  miles  to  the  left  is 
Cheyenne  Cafion,  with  its  seven  cascades  forever  plunging  down  into  the  abyss. 
Here,  on  a  great  rock  200  feet  high,  appears  a  wonderful  formation  :  a  bear  and  a 
seal,  facing  each  other  as  if  just  ready  to  grapple  in  fight.  A  sculptor^s  chisel 
could  hardly  have  made  the  figures  more  complete.  On  another  immense  rock  a 
boulder,  many  tons  in  weight,  is  poised  upon  a  pivot,  and  looks  as  if  the  gentle 
touch  of  a  child  might  throw  it  over. 

The  Sabbath,  spent  with  Rev.  R.  T.  Cross,  was  made  **  a  missionary  day " 
throughout.  Many  earnest  addresses  were  made,  and  fervent  prayers  were  offered 
foif  blessingrg  upon  the  college  and  the  home  missionary  interests  of  the  State. 

It  was  a  cheering  thought  that  where  a  little  while  ago  the  Ute  Indian,  the  bear, 
and  the  buffalo  held  possession,  civilization  has  entered,  and  the  desert  already 
begins  to  blossom  as  the  rose.  No  less  than  seven  ministers  were  present  at  the 
evening  meeting,  and  their  cheering  and  earnest  voices  were  heard  like  Jolm*s  in 
the  wilderness :  "  Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord." 

PUEBLO. 

At  Pueblo  a  little  company  was  found,  with  the  motto,  "  A  church  without  a 
bishop,  and  a  State  without  a  king,"  and  notwithstanding  general  business  em- 
barrassments, a  movement  was  attempted  for  the  early  joint  planting  of  church 
and  school. 

The  next  summons  took  me,  by  a  four  days'  journey  in  an  old-fashioned  stage, 
hack,  and  lumber  wagon  through  the  famous  Ute  Pass.  Hugging  the  precipitous 
sides  of  Rainbow  Falls,  past  the  petrified  forest,  where  great  trees  and  stumps  have 
turned  to  solid  stone,  over  Summit  Park,  a  beautiful  landscape  interspersed  with 
the  pine  and  balsam,  on  the  top  of  a  mountain  1,000  feet  above  the  sea,  we  passed 
over  into  South  Park,  seventy  miles  long  and  thirty  miles  wide-^an  amphitheater 
with  immense  mountains  supported  by  a  background  of  the  snowy  range.  Stop- 
ping only  to  drink  of  the  strong  sulphur  waters,  and  to  boil  a  few  eggs  in  the  hot 
springs  along  the  way,  we 'left  the  Park  and  went  up,  up,  up,  then  nine  miles 
down,  down,  down,  at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  an  hour,  through  the  wildest  regions 
yet  seen. 

MALTA.      LEAD  CITY.      GEO. 

At  the  end  of  four  days  Malta,  Lead,  and  Oro  cities  are  reached — newly  discov- 
ered rich  gold  and  silver  mining  districts.  The  next  day  was  the  Sabbath,  and 
the  little  log  school-house  was  packed  with  eager  listeners.    Men  more  accustomed 
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to  swear  than  to  pray,  and  more  familiar  with  ardent  spirits  than  with  the  good 
spirits  above,  help  arrange  for  the  meeting,  and  pledge  their  support.  '*  Tes ;  we 
want  the  church ;  we  want  the  preacher,"  is  the  almost  universal  word  in  those 
new  mountain  towns.  The  next  day  a  church  was  organized,  composed  of  the 
Christian  people  of  th&'three  districts  named.  One  devoted  woman,  active  in  the 
Sabbath-school,  and  ready  to  every  good  work,  who  had  expected  to  join  this 
church,  was  called  on  the  same  Sabbath  morning  to  join  the  church  triumphant 
The  next  day  we  tenderly  laid  her  away  in  a  beautiful  forest  cemetery  on  the  moun- 
tain overlooking  the  town,  and  11,000  feet  above  the  sea.  Her  two  bright  little 
daughters  were  the  chief  mourners,  and  wept  as  if  their  hearts  would  break. 
Strong  men  were  moved  with  pity,  and  many  a  tear  was  brushed  away  by  brawny 
miners*  hands.  The  father  is  such  a  slave  to  his  cups  that  none  dared  hope  for 
lus  reformation.  With  tears  rolling  down  his  cheeks,  and  his  frame  shaking  with 
emotion,  he  promised  me  never  to  drink  again ;  but  I  confess  to  very  feeble  faith 
in  his  promise. 

Another  new  town  not  far  away  sends  up  the  Macedonian  cry.  There  is  but 
one  way  to  reach  it,  and  so  the  rickety  bridge  over  the  river  is  crossed  by  jumping 
from  one  rough  sleeper  to  another.  Then  a  stream,  swollen  by  the  melting  snows 
above,  lies  in  the  way.  Relieved  of  boots  and  socks,  with  valise  strapped  upon 
bis  back,  the  missionary  wades  in,  and  goes  through.  Just  over  the  ridge  a 
second  stream  appears,  which  is  crossed  in  the  same  way,  and  over  the  mountains 
'the  lone  traveler  goes,  reminded  of  old  California  times.  With  blistered  feet  and 
wearied  limbs,  for  that  little  valise  has  grown  to  a  very  heavy  burden,  at  length 
Twin  Lakes  are  reached.  In  these  the  beautiful  trout  are  so  plentiful  that  one 
man  caught  over  700  in  a  single  day.  Though  lying  at  the  base  of  immense 
mountains,  these  lakes  are  10,000  feet  or  more  above  the  sea,  forming  another  am- 
phitheater, green-clad  to  the  top  of  the  timber  line,  whence  the  enow- clad  peaks 
stretch  up  400  to  500  feet  further.  Mount  Elbert  here  seems  to  be  but  about  half 
a  mile  away,  and  looks  as  if  it  might  be  scaled  in  about  twenty  minutes ;  but  in 
reality  it  is  ten  miles  to  the  top,  and  requires  a  whole  day  on  horseback  to  go  there 
and  return.  From  its  top  may  be  seen  Pikers  Peak,  Mount  Lincoln,  Buff  alo  Peaks, 
Mount  Yale,  Holy  Cross,  Mount  Harvard,  and  other  noted  peaks,  all  of  them 
over  14,000  feet  high. 

GBANITB. 

Besting  here  for  a  day  or  two,  till  blisters  yield  and  stiff  joints  assume  their 
wonted  habit,  by  another  tramp  of  ten  miles  we  reach  Granite.  Little  written 
notices  of  an  evening  meeting  (for  the  printing  press  is  not  yet  here)  are  thrown 
into  every  house,  store,  shop,  and  saloon,  even ;  and  eight  o^clock  brings  together 
a  goodly  company.  The  little  hymn  books  that  helped  make  that  valise  so  heavy 
are  passed  around,  and  the  meeting  is  warmed  into  life  by  twenty  minutes  or  so  of 
good  earnest  singing.  Before  the  benediction  it  is  voted  to  have  another  meeting 
on  the  Monday  night  following.  At  this  gathering  a  Sabbath-school  is  organized, 
and  by  pledging  one  of  the  Congregational  Publishing  Society^s  beautiful  libraries 
we  get  the  people^s  promise  that  every  Sabbath  shall  find  them  gathered  in  that 
BchooL    It  ia  the  first  dawn  of  a  brighter  day  to  the  new  town. 
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OUR  WORK  AS  A  CHURCa 

[Extracts  from  a  sermon  preached  to  the  Congregational  Church  of  Colorado  SpringB, 
CoL,  by  its  pastor,  Rev.  R.  T.  Cross  :  here  printed  that  our  readers  may  gain  a  dearer 
idea  of  missionary  work  on  the  frontier,  and  that  other  laborers  may  gather  hints  as  to 
the  style  of  work  that  has  achieved  success  in  that  distant  field.] 

1.  Inside  of  the  church,  ours  is  a  work  of  coalescence,  A  quiet  country  church  in 
New  England  has  had,  perhaps,  the  same  pastor  for  many  years.  Everything  is 
settled.  All  the  members  have  the  same  ideas  as  to  doctrines,  duties,  meetings, 
methods,  amusements,  etc.  But  here  we  are  from  almost  as  many  churches  as  we 
have  families,  and  have  probably  belonged  to  more  churches  than  we  have  mem- 
bers ;  large  city  churches  with  popular  pastors,  and  weak  country  churches.  We 
have  had  our  favorite  ministers.  We  have  had  different  training  ii^  doctrinesi 
methods  of  church  work,  etc.  An  unusual  number  of  our  members  have  had 
influence  in  the  churches  from  which  they  came,  and  have  clear,  decided  views. 
Then,  too,  we  have  been  gatlicring  in  some  trained  in  other  denominations,  together 
with  some  from  the  great  church  of  the  world.  Now  what  is  the  problem  ?  I 
have  in  my  cabinet  a  handful  of  marbles,  that  were  fused  together  by  the  intense 
heat  of  the  Chicago  fire.  You  cannot  separate  them  without  breaking  the  whole 
mass,  and  yet  each  marble  retains  its  individual  character.  So,  with  our  hearts. 
Warmed  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  fused  in  the  white  heat  of  our  love  for  Christ,  these* 
different  elements  are  to  coalesce  into  a  united,  harmonious,  vigorous  church, 
while  each  member  still  retains  his  own  individuality. 

2.  Ours  is  a  work  of  co-operation.  Outside  of  ourselves  as  a  church,  but  inside 
of  the  circle  of  churches  and  denominations,  we  find  a  call  for  this.  A  great  work 
is  to  be  done  for  Christ  in  this  community  and  State,  but  any  wise  plans  for 
doing. that  work  will  take  into  account  the  fact  that  other  denominations  are 
earnestly  doing  the  same  thing. 

Our  polity  and  methods  fit  us  for  doing  some  things  better  than  they  can  do 
them ;  while  their  polities  and  methods  may  fit  them  for  doing  some  other  things 
better  than  we  can.  We  must  supplement  one  another's  work.  Our  rivalries 
should  be  only  such  as  provoke  to  jove  and  good  works.  Doing  all  we  can  for 
the  Master,  we  should  rejoice  if  others  can  do  more.  We  should  welcome  our  co- 
laborers  to  their  share  in  the  toil,  pray  for  them  as  brethren  in  Christ,  and  help 
them  in  every  consistent  way.  And  we  should  do  this,  irrespective  of  their  atti- 
tude toward  us.  No  petty  jealousies,  or  envyings,  or  unfounded  suspicions,  should 
make  us  turn  the  cold  shoulder  to  them. 

It  were  easy  to  show  that  this  policy  of  fraternal  feeling,  frank  dealing  and 
Christian  co-operation  is,  even  for  our  own  interests,  the  best  policy.  But  I  put  it 
on  the  higher  ground  of  the  common  work  which,  with  a  common  aim,  and  largely 
by  the  use  of  common  means,  we  are  doing  for  our  common  Lord  and  Master. 
Let  us  set  our  Christianity  a  long,  long  way  above  our  Congregationalism. 

8.  Ours  is  a  work/<?r  strangers.  Obviously  a  very  important  part  of  our  mission 
in  this  community  must  respect  strangers  and  new-comers.  We  cannot  too  much 
emphasize  this.  The  church  that  ignores  it  in  this  community  cannot  prosper. 
Our  situation  in  this  respect  is  peculiar,  differing  not  only  from  quiet  Eastern 
towns,  where  the  coming  of  a  new  family  is  an  important  event,  but  differing  too 
from  many  Western  towns.  A  constant  stream  of  strangers  is  coming  and  going. 
Every  Sunday  in  the  congregation,  and  every  day  on  Mie  street,  we  see  new  faces. 
We  wake  up  of  a  morning  to  find  that  our  next-door  neighbors  have  returned 
East,  or  gone  into  the  mountains,  and  the  next  day  a  new  family  takes  thdr  place. 
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Society  here  is  like  a  kaleidoscope,  only  in  place  of  bits  of  colored  glass,  we  have 
human  beings,  immortal  souls. 

This  is  a  work  that  is  never  finished.  These  strangers  are  to  be  called  upon, 
welcomed,  and  not  formally,  but  kindly  and  with  Christian  courtesy,  invited  to 
our  various  church  gatherings.  There  they  should  find  such  a  warm,  genial,  social. 
Christian  atmosphere,  that  they  will  feel  at  home  and  wish  to  come  again. 

Many  times  God  enjoined  upon  the  Israelites  to  love  and  care  for  the  strangers, 
reminding  them  that  they  were  once  strangers  in  the  land  of  Egypt.  All  of  us 
know  what  it  was  to  Uave  friends  and  former  homes  and  ta£:e  the  long  and  tire- 
some journey  hither,  across  the  prairies  and  the  plains.  Remembering  that,  let  us 
do  what  we  can  to  make  it  pleasant  for  others  who  come. 

Some  of  the  new-comers  are  young  people,  just  cutting  loose  from  the  restrain- 
ing influence  of  a  Christian  home.  They  will  find  here  many  temptations  to  evil. 
Let  them  abo  find  from  us  sympathy,  friendly  counsel,  a  welcome  to  our  homes,  a 
Christian  sociality,  and  a  social  Christianity. 

A  special  demand  is  made  upon  our  sympathies,  our  prayers,  and  our  efforts,  by 
the  large  number  of  invalids  and  their  friends.  They  come  and  find  that  they 
must  always  live  here ;  or  they  come  and  go  again,  some  rejoicing  in  restored 
health,  while  others  go  in  their  cofiins.  Tliese  persons  have  heavy  burdens  which 
we  can  help  to  bear.  Sometimes  we  can  help  in  temporal  things,  but  oftener  in 
spirituaL  Said  an  invalid  to  me  last  week :  "  I  have  been  well  repaid  for  coming 
here,  whether  I  get  well  or  not,  for  here  I  have  found  Christ."  God  grant  that 
many  others,  through  the  influence  of  this  church,  may  be  able  to  give  the  same 
testimony.  Three  weeks  ago  another  invalid  was  in  our  morning  congregation. 
I  do  not  know  whether  any  of  you  took  him  by  the  hand  and  spoke  a  kind  word 
as  he  went  out,  You  certainly  would,  had  you  known  that  it  was  the  last  time  he 
was  ever  to  be  in  a  church  or  listen  to  a  Christian  sermon.  A  week  ago  yesterday 
he  was  baptized  and  partook  of  the  sacrament ;  a  week  ago  to-day  he  died ;  a 
week  ago  to-morrow  his  mother  started  with  his  remains  for  the  far  off  Eastern 
home  on  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic.  Last  September  a  Christian  man  from  New 
Jersey,  vndely  known  for  his*  business  relations  and  his  benevolence,  brought  to 
this  place  his  invalid  boy,  and  left  him,  under  our  spiritual  care.  In  a  few  months 
the  dear  boy,  whom  we  had  learned  to  love,  sweetly  fell  asleep  in  Jesus.  It  was 
the  privilege  of  members  of  this  church  to  be  with  him  in  his  last  hours  and  fill 
the  place,  as  well  as  they  could,  of  the  absent  mother  and  other  loved  ones,  ''i 
was  sick,"  says  Christ,  "  and  ye  visited  m«." 

'*  When  ?  "  says  the  astonished  saint. 

*'  Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  unto  the  least  of  one  of  these,  ye  did  it  unto  me,"  b&js 
Christ.  Some  day,  if  we  do  not  throw  away  these  priceless  opportunities,  the  Mas- 
ter may  speak  those  words  to  us,  .  .  .  And  we  should  be  as  ready  to  help  the 
poor  stranger  as  the  rich  ;  more  ready,  inasmuch  as  the  poor  have  most  need  of  help 
and  sympathy.  Palsied  be  the  tongue  among  us  that. shall  ever  breathe  the  false, 
unbiblical,  un-Christlike  sentiment,  that  this  chufch  is  not  for  the  poor  as  well  as 
for  the  rich,  or  that  additions  to  it  are  not  to  be  counted  as  of  much  value  when 
they  do  not  represent  great  ability  to  pay.  Let  us  never  use  such  expressions  as 
•*  only  a  few  children,"  or,  ^^only  a  few  poor  people."  Let  no  previous  or  present 
condition  of  servitude,  or  social  condition,  or  color,  or  nationality,  or  poverty, 
keep  us  from  giving  a  right  hand  of  brotherly  love  and  a  whole  heart  of  Christian 
sympathy  to  those  who  most  need  them. 

4.  Ours  is  a  work  for  the  College,  We  find  ourselves  sustaining  here  a  relation, 
which  not ^116  church  in  a  hundred  sustains,  a  relation  not  only  of  contiguity  to, 
bat  of  mthnate  onion  and  sympathy  with  a  Christian  college.    Colorado  College 
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is  unsectarian.  Persons  of  different  denominations  and  of  no  denomination  are 
on  its  board  of  Trustees.  It  will  uphold  the  Christian  religion,  but  sectarian 
tenets  will  not  be  taught  In  it  Its  students  will  be  free  to  attend  such  churches  as 
they  please.  And  yet,  the  experience  of  the  past  has  proved  that  such  schools  pros- 
per best  when  they  rally  around  them  the  hearty  interest  of  some  one  denomination. 
And  so,  as  this  college,  while  unsectarian,  has  been  started  under  the  auspices  of 
Congregational  churches,  we  as  a  church,  shall  naturally  be  more  in  sympathy  with 
it  than  other  churches,  though  we  hope  for  their  sympathy  and  help  too.  Both 
.church  and  college  will  be  helped,  each  by  the  prosperity  of  the  other.  We  should 
help  the  college  by  words,  by  prayers  and  by  contributions.  Such  a  work  requires 
sacrifices,  but  they  pay.  Look  oyer  the  land,  and  you  find  that  no  churches  are 
more  richly  blessed  than  those  that  are  under  the  shadow  of  Christian  colleges,  and 
in  sympathy  with  them  and  their  work. 

Let  us  especially  pray  that  this  college,  through  all  its  future  history,  as  it  goes 
down  the  ages  to  meet  the  Lord  at  his  coming,  may  be  blessed  with  powerful  and 
ever  recurring  revivals  of  religion. 

5.  Ours  is  a  work  of  wide  extent  In  the  East,  towns  and  churches  of  the  same 
order  almost  touch  each  other.  Three  or  four  miles  is  a  long  distance  to  go  to 
church,  or  for  ministers  to  go  to  an  out-station.  But  here  our  parish  extends  on 
the  north  forty  miles,  or  half  way  to  Denver ;  on  the  south  twenty  miles,  or  if  you 
choose,  200  miles ;  on  the  east  fifty  miles,  and  on  beyond  even,  across  the  plains, 
half  way  to  the  nearest  Congregational  church  in  Elansas ;  and  on  the  west  half 
way  to  Salt  Lake  City.  We  have  a  work  to  do  and  an  influence  to  exert  over  all 
this  vast  field,  co-operating,  of  course,  with  other  denominations.  In  New  Eng- 
land a  person  five  miles  away  would  hardly  be  called  a  resident  member.  But  we 
have  resident  members  twenty  miles,  and  one  forty  miles  away. 

Those  who  talk  so  much  about  the  '*  too  many  churches  "  here  say  some  truth, 
but  they  overlook  an  important  fact :  the  out-station  work  done  by  these  churches 
and  their  pastors.  .... 

Our  experience  in  this  kind  of  work  has  been  a  blessed  one,  and  for  our  own 
good  we  cannot  afford  to  give  it  up.  Pecuniarily  it.  does  not  pay,  but  spiritually 
it  pays  richly.  In  doing  this  work,  we  are  obeying  Christ^s  command,  to  preach 
the  gospel  to  every  creature,  just  as  truly  as  when  we  send  missionaries  to  heathen 
lands. 


THE  PARISH  SIDE  OF  THOSE  BARRELa 

Wb  had  written  for  a  family  to  care  for,  and  having  notified  the  minister,  we 
received  a  letter,  that  gave  us  a  peep  into  the  family,  and  into  the  father's  heart. 
So  we  set  to  work,  and  having  our  own  ideas  about  the  matter,  we  carefully  in- 
structed the  young  ladies  that  they  must  be  sure  and  put  in  the  stitching  lovingly 
and  nicely,  just  as  thej  would  like  it  themselves,  if  ever  the  Lord  should  honor 
them  suflcieatly  to  let  them  work  for  him  on  the  frontier.  They  were  ready  to 
do  that  very  thing,  and  rather  resented  the  suggestion  that  it  could  be  otherwise. 
I  have  always  kept  a  quiet  Qomer,  where  I  put  such  things  as  I  think  will  be  useful 
in  a  missionary's  family,  and  I  went  and  examined  it,  and  found  quite  a  number 
of  articles,  which-— etc  But  I  told  Mrs.  Smith  I  could  not  wait  for  the  barrel  to  go. 
I  must  send,  at  once,  something  to  let  the  missionary  know  we  were  thinking  about 
him,  so  I  found  books  for  each  member  of  the  family,  and  sent  them  by  post,  and 
my  daughter  Fanny  wrote  a  letter  to  Willie,  and  received  such  a  reply  that  she  was 
quite  interested.    Our  ladies  were  so  eager  in  the  work,  that  when  we  got  the 
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things  together,  there  was  more  than  one  barrel  would  hold,  so  I  took  most  of  mine 
oat,  and  said :  "Why,  yon  can  fill  that  barrel  yourselves;  and  I  think  I  and  my 
family  can  fill  another/^  Tou  see,  we  had  become  so  interested,  that  we  could  do 
almost  anything  we  wanted  to.  But  I  am  not  going  to  write  about  that  now,  and 
I  have  got  on  too  fast. 

We  wanted  to  be  sure  and  make  the  things  so  that  they  would  suit,  and  pleasure 
be  taken  in  them,  so  we  wrote  the  missionary  again,  and  while  we  were  working 
we  made  fresh  inquiries,  and  these  brought  letters  giving  us  new  insight,  and 
then  they  sent  us  papers  of  the  town,  so  that  we  became  well  acquainted  with  the 
field  of  labor,  the  missionary's  family,  their  characteristics,  names,  ages,  and  de- 
scriptions, and  as  we  worked  for  each  one,  we  called  them  by  name.  We  wanted 
them  to  express  their  wants,  and  their  askings  were  so  reasonable  that  the  family 
grew  upon  us,  and  it  seemed  as  if  they  bad  always  been  a  part  of  our  lives,  and  in 
a  trouble  in  their  family  all  of  us  largely  shared.  They  were  as  relatives,  in  our 
thoughts. 

When  Mrs.  S.  bought  a  wrapper  for  herself,  she  bought  another,  just  like  it, 
for  our  missionary's  wife,  and  when  Mrs.  G.  was  buying  a  dress  for  her  little  girl, 
she  bought  material  enough  to  make  little  Susie  one,  just  like  herx)wn  daughter's. 

Our  young  people  became  so  much  interested,  that  they  got  up  a  "  Musical  and 
Literary  Entertainment."  The  result  was  sufficient  to  purchase  a  good  black  cloth 
suit  for  the  parson,  and  a  cashmere  dress  for  his  wife,  with  gloves  and  handker- 
<^e&  to  match. 

My  little  twin  girls,  Emily  and  Millie,  were  quite  eager.  They  sent  a  little  toy 
bedstead,  and  two  boxes  of  candy.  Mabel  Anderson  put  in  a  box  of  toys,  with 
her  own  pretty  little  picture  in  it.  There  had  been  self-denial,  on  the  part  of 
some,  to  have  a  share  in  it.  Paralytic  grandmother  Millikan  went  without  her  tea 
part  of  the  time,  to  purchase  wool,  and  knit  with  it  a  pair  of  socks.  Willie  Jones 
had  just  two  good  handkerchiefs,  and  he  put  in  one.  Aunt  Hannah,  in  her 
characteristic  way,  came  to  me  very  late  one  evening  to  give  me  something  extra, 
that  she  did  not  want  any  one  to  know  she  put  in.  There  were  some  laughable 
incidents  too.  There  was  one  little  boy  wanted  to  put  in  his  overcoat,  saying 
quaintly,  "Then  father  will  buy  me  a  new  one."  One  young  lady  would  like  to 
put  in  a  velvet  sacque,  because  then  she  knew  she  would  get  the  sealskin  one  on 
which  her  heart  was  set  We  had  really  enjoyed  our  meetings,  and  the  labor  and* 
expense  to  each  one  of  us  had  been  a  mere  trifle ;  yet  in  the  aggregate  we  had  more 
than  we  ladies  could  crowd  into  the  receptacle.  But  one  of  our  carpenters,  coming 
in  while  we  were  in  this  dilemma,  said  he  could  put  them  all  in,  and  so  with  an 
extemporized  crowding  apparatus,  he  squeezed  them  in,  and  said :  "  They  will  ride 
all  the  better,  for  being  tight"  But  I  wish  you  could  have  seen  the  disappoint- 
ment on  the  faces  of  some  little  folks,  who  brought  two  dozen  oranges,  that  could 
not  possibly  go  in.  We  could  not  help  crying,  as  we  saw  those  things  being 
packed,  and  knew  what  comfort  they  would  take  to  that  Western  family,  our 
hearts  and  prayers  went  out  with  our  gifts.  We  did  want  to  be  there,  unseen, 
when  the  g^fts  should  come.  We  do  know,  that  it  is  blessed  to  giVe,  and  ever 
since  we  received  word  how  well  our  work  fitted  into  that  family's  ar mngements, 
we  have  felt  a  greater  interest  in  Home  Missions,  and  have  been  glad  that,  through 
oar  Brother  in  X,  we  are  co-laborers  in  the  great  Home  Missionary  work. 

R  O.  C. 
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A  SUPERINTENDENT'S  TRIP. 

BY  BEY.    HENBT  A.    HINBB,   OF  SOUTHERN  WI6CON8IK. 

The  La  Crosse  Convention  having  been  added  to  my  missionary  district,  tlie 
Milwaukee  &  La  Crosse  Railroad  is  now  its  northern  boundary. 

I  have  just  been  making  a  tour  through  Richland,  Vernon  and  Crawford  Counties 
in  this  new  field,  in  which  I  drove  over  200  miles  and  preached  nine  times  in  two 
weeks.  The  country  is  broken.  Such  bills  and  such  roads  must  be  seen  and  driven 
over  to  be  appreciated.  It  is  a  timbered  region,  and  quite  thickly  settled  with  all 
sorts  of  people.  The  soil  is^good,  but  owing  to  the  heavy  timber  to  be  cut,  the  rough- 
ness of  the  country,  and  the  distance  from  market,  the  people  have  not  got  ahead 
much  in  the  line  of  improvements.  A  few  have  good  homes,  but  the  majority  live  in 
quite  rude  houses  tfnd  have  rough  surroundings.  Besides,  too  many  of  the  settlen 
are  not  of  the  more  enterprising  sort.  They  are  of  the  easy-going,  slack-twisted 
kind.  No  matter  if  the  door  is  off  its  hinges,  and  a  half-dozen  panes  of  glass  are 
out  of  the  windows;  no  matter  if  the  swine  do  make  free  use  of  the  front  yard, 
and  now  and  then  become  quite  neighborly  companions  for  the  children ;  it  seems 
to  be  taken  as  a  matter  of  course.  The  everlasting  pipe  is  everywhere — the  women  j 
smoking  as  well  as  the  men.  You  will  meet  them  riding  along  the  road,  pnffing  j 
with  as  much  skill  and  apparent  enjoyment  as  do  the  men  folks.  j 

This  region  is  thoroughly  missionary  ground,  yet  seems  to  have  been  overlooked 
by  us.     It  has  been  years  since  a  missionary  superintendent  has  given  it  anything 
more  than  a  hurried  visit  or  two.     There  are  plenty  of  churches,  such  as  they  are, 
and  a  great  plenty  of  ministers  located,  besides  not  a  few  ministerial  tramps, 
called  "  revivalists."    Indeed,  this  section  is  quite  productive  of  ministers.    Men 
are  converted  who  can  scarcely  read,  forthwith  feel  a  call  to  preach,  and  at  oncd 
without  any  training  or  knowledge  of  the  Bible,  begin  to  "  exercise  their  gifts."    A 
good  strong  voice  that  can  be  heard  at  a  distance  seems  to  be  the  chief  qualifica' 
tion.    Every  season  great  "  revivals  "  are  held  in  the  school -houses,  and  multitude® 
are  said  to  be  converted,  many  of  whom  have  been  through  the  same  process  half  ^ 
dozen  times  before.    Is  it  surprising  that  the  country  should  be  tilled  with  all  sorfc^ 
of  isms,  sceptics,  infidels,  and  vagabond  professors  of  religion?     CampbellisnJ^^ 
^Adventism,  and  Spiritism,  with  asprinkling  of  United  Brethren  and  good  Methodist^^ 
f6r  the  most  part  prevail.     There  are  but  three  Presbyterian  and  ten  Congregit^ 
tional  churches  in  the  three  counties,  the  average  membership  being  about  thirty  ^ 
but  four  men  to  hold  the  ground,  with  a  population  of  nearly  50,000.     Of  thee^* 

men,  brother  H.  is  doing  a  good  work  at .  The  people  are  poor,  and  some  of  hi^ 

best  supporters  have  left,  or  are  about  to  leave,  so  that  with  the  increase  of  twenty 
on  profession,  the  past  winter,  they  only  hold  their  own.    But  those  who  go  awaj^ 
will  be  good  helpers  elsewhere.    Brother  H.  has  a  strong  hold  on  the  people,  and 
I  hope  will  be  retained. 

Brother  V.-at  M.,  a  man  of  sixty-seven  years,  has  held  his  place  for  seven  years. 
By  means  of  hfs  buckboard,  specially  adapted  to  the  narrow  roads — being  rigged 
so  that  the*horse  can  go  on  one  side  as  in  a  single  sleigh,  an  invention  of  his  own 
that  works  admirably — ^he  manages  to  cover  a  parish  twenty  miles  long.  He  gave 
me  a  touch  of  his  buckboard  experience.  First  he  took  me  to  L.,  down  on  ths 
Mississippi,  twelve  miles  distant.  A  two  hours^  notice  brings  together  a  school- 
house  full ;  forty  families  living  within  reach  of  this  point.  In  years  past  the 
place  has  been  noted  for  its  horse  thieves  and  counterfeiters.  ^  A  better  day  seems 
to  be  at  hand,  and  the  town,  I  trust,  is  gaining  a  better  name.  Mr.  Y.  has  th« 
confidence  ef  the  people  to  a  remarkable  degree  oyer  his  entire  field.    No  othei^ 
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cher  visits  this  place,  and  they  say  they  will  have  no  other.  HaTing  been 
)sed  upon  by  renegade  ministers,  they  are  very  shy  of  those  they  don't  know. 
J  knaw  Mr.  Y.,  and  he  can  do  them  good. 

ext  the  buckboard  takes  us  to  S.,  eight  miles  towards  M.,  where  we  meet  in  a 
ol-house,  a  congregation  of  fifty.  It  is  the  only  Protestant  meeting  in  the  town, 
',h  has  a  large  Catholic  church  near  by.  At  M.,  we  have  a  house  of  worship, 
the  church  has  nearly  gone  out,  by  death  and  removals.  We  meet  a  fair  con- 
ation here,  and  then  tlie  buckboard  takes  us  to  Q.,  on  the  Kickapoo.  Here 
lave  an  illustration  of  what  a  Christian  family  can  do.  The  story  I  will  give 
Tie  Leaflet  where  it  seems  more  properly  to  belong.  And,  by  the  way,  77ie 
let  is  well  received.  I  am  glad  you  set  so  small  a  price  upon  it.  Schools  should 
something  for  it,  or  they  will  think  nothing  of  it.  But  its  low  price  will  lead 
y  schools  to  take  it,  in  the  place  of  a  more  expensive  paper,  and  so  through  it 
work  will  become  more  generally  known.  The  American  Home  Missionary 
ety  will  become  a  household  word  with  the  children,  who  will  grow  up  with 
re  for  it,  and  become  its  strong  supporters.  I  regard  it  as  of  prime  importance 
take  the  acquaintance  of  the  children,  as  we  can  and  shall,  through  The  Leaflet, 
im  beginning  to  get  Sunday-school  missionary  collections,  and  shall  do  my  best 
ake  this  branch  of  our  work  self-supporting  in  my  district, 
ir  work  was  never  more  hopeful,  save  on  the  financial  side,  yet  the  trial  of  our 
1  in  that  respect  will  prove  a  blessing.     We  shall  be  all  the  stronger  by  reason 
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WASHINGTON. 
Rev.  P,  HarrisoTiy  Sehome. 

A  NEW  STATION. 

have  this  quarter  visited  Guemes 
id,  and  left  an  appointment  for 
y  month.  This  island  is  west  of 
ilgo,  and  has  to  be  reached  by  a  small 
■.  It  is  rapidly  filling  up  with  in- 
gent,  but  poor  people.  All  that 
e  this  way,  with  very  few  excep- 
a,  have  left  their  money,  if  they  ever 

any,'  in  some  other  country.  But 
sverance,  industry,  and  economy — 
-h  means  close  living  in  this  coun- 
will  soon  change  things  for  the  bet- 

ley  are  anxious  for  preaching,  and  I 
»  promised  to  organize  a  Sabbath- 
ol  at  my  next  visit.  Pray  that  the 
Qe  Spirit  may  claim  this  island  for 

ist 
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CALIFORNIA. 
Rev,  R.  Graves^  Mount  Shasta, 

THB  WORK  GENUINE. 

Our  congregations  continue  good,  the 
prayer-meetings  are  well  attended,  and 
the  church  is  spiritual.  Of  the  thirty- 
three  persons  who  have  united  with  us 
within  the  last  fifteen  months — all  but 
three  on  profession — only  one  has  thus 
far  gone  back  to  the  world.  I  think 
this  speaks  well  for  the  character  and  the 
permanence  of  the  work.  Immediately 
after  harvest  we  shall  commence  on  our 
new  church  building,  and  we  hope  soon 
to  be  in  it. 


UTAH. 
Ref),  A,  W,  Safford,  Ogden. 

THE  year's  progress. 

Here  closes  my  first  year'n  work  in 
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Ogden.  It  was  not  without  misgivings 
that  I  undertook  the  laying  of  founda- 
tions for  Christ  in  this  strange,  un- 
American  place.  But  I  came  here  with 
the  feeling,  "  I  can  do  all  things  through 
Christ,  who  strengtheneth  me."  Through- 
out the  year,  with  all  its  peculiar  trials, 
I  have  endeavored  to  do  what  came  to 
my  hand,  and  in  that  have  been  made 
to  "  rejoice  in  the  Lord."  I  wish  to  re- 
cord my  gratitude  for  **the  good  hand 
of  my  God  upon  me."  I  do  not  know 
that  I  have  experienced  any  greater 
troubles  than  I  anticipated.  In  the  na- 
ture of  things  it  takes  hard  work  to  get 
fairly  started  in  such  an  enterprise  as 
this ;  but  I  am  continually  cheered  by 
the  reflection  that  **  The  end  of  a  thing 
is  better  than  the  beginning  thereof;" 
and  "  The  end  is  not  yet." 

The  past  quarter  has  witnessed  sub- 
stantial progress.  The  event  of  chief 
importance  in  the  year  occurred  on  the 
15th  of  July,  when  we  effected  the  or- 
ganization of  a  church  of  nine  members. 
Several  whom  I  had  counted  on  were 
providentially  kept  from  coming  in  at 
that  time,  but  others  took  their  i)laces, 
and  one  lias  since  been  received,  making 
jour  number  ten.  The  fact  of  our  or- 
ganization by  Council,  is  a  decided  ad- 
f^antage,  giving  us  a  better  position  be- 
fore the  public 

^E   MPST  BUILD. 

As  I  have  heretofore  urged,  our  great 
and  pressing  need  is,  of  a  building  for 
xjhurch  and  school  purposes,.  We  must 
have  a  house,  or  fail  of  doing  the  work 
lo  whieh  Christ  calls  us  here.  If  I  cnfx 
b&ye  your  approval,  I  desire  to  go  East 
f^r  a  few  weeks  and  try  to  raise  $10,000 
for  this  purpose,  and  hard  as  the  times 
ar6,  f.  believe  Christian  people  can  be 
made  to  see  the  wisdom  and  ecouomy  of 
the  outlay. 

[Leave  of  absence  for  the  above  purpose, 
has  been  voted  to  Mr.  Safford,  and  he 
is  commended  to  the  confidenoe  and  aid  of 
all  friendfl  of  Home  Missions  to  whom  he 
may  apply.  Whatever  is  contributed  will 
be  under  thB  protection  of  the  Congrega- 
iionai  Unwfi*B  lien  on  the  pxoveity,  tMoiax- 


ing   it    from  future  perversion  to  otiier 
than  the  intended  uses.] 


NEBRASKA. 
Bev,  H.  BroMf  Crete. 

THE  HOUSE  COMPLETED. 

The  chief  event  of  the  quarter  has 
)>een  the  dedicating  and  getting  into  onr 
new  house  of  worship.  The  day  was 
perfect ;  the  house  was  crowded  so  that 
many  went  away.  The  sermon  by  Chan- 
cellor Fairfield,  from  Rom.  i.  16,  was 
one  of  unusual  interest  and  power ;  and 
the  whole  service  was  one  long  to  be  re- 
membered. The  members  of  the  church 
and  congregation,  and  the  town  people 
generally,  are  much  pleased  with  the 
house.  And  well  they  may  be ;  for  in 
size,  comeliness,  and  comfort,  it  leares 
little  to  be  desired.  Soon  after,  the  col- 
lege term  closed,  and  teachers  and  stu- 
dents left  for  their  vacation;  so  there 
has  been  so  far  no  fair  opportunity  to 
estimate  what  the  effect  will  be  npou 
our  congregations  and  Sunday-school. 
We  think  that  it  will  add  one-half  to 
our  morning  congregations,  and  double 
those  of  the  evening. 

We  found,  just  before  dedication  day, 
that  we  should  owe  $275,  after  getting 
the  expected  $500  from  the  Union.  Some 
few  subscriptions  unpaid  were  consid- 
ered good,  and  we  held  three  lots  given 
to  us,  which  we  hope  to  sell.  It  was  the 
unanimous  feeling  that  there  should  be 
no  appeal  for  money  on  dedication  daj. 
So,  getting  time  on  a  balance  of  our 
lumber  bill,  we  borrowed  $200  from  the 
bank,  at  fifteen  per  cent,  for  ninety 
days,  to  pay  mechanics,  five  of  us  be- 
coming personally  responsible  for  the 
note.  In  this  way  payment  was  pro- 
vided for,  and  we  could  dedicate  free 
of  debt. 

We  feel  thankful  to  many  friends, 
here  and  abroad,  who  have  helped  us  m 
the  matter.  Special  mention  ought  to 
be  made  of  the  church  at  Omaha,  which, 
through  its  large-hearted  pastor,  hclpw 
us  in  the  most  generous  way ;  and  of  th« 
c^mtOdl^  «kt  Millbum  and  Lamoille,  lU-t 
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of  Wheatland,  Somerset^  and  North 
Adams,  Mich.,  and  of  the  timely  and 
generouB  gift  of  $100  from  Seth  Rich- 
ards, Esq.,  of  California.  Our  dedica- 
tion day  was,  indeed,  a  time  for  us  to 
set  up  our  stone  of  help,  and  to  say, 
"  Hitherto  the  Lord  hath  helped  us." 


KANSAS. 
Bev.  J.  Hayward,  Buffalo  City. 

A  GOOD  year's  work. 

Our  preaching  services  and  Sabbath- 
schools  are  well  sustained,  and  the  work 
of  the  Lord  is  going  forward.  The  con- 
verts of  last  winter  are  growing  in  grace, 
and  some  are  active  and  efficient  work- 
ers for  Christ.  The  church  in  Center 
Ridge,  although  young,  is  growing  and 
efficient.  Its  fifteen  members  are  nearly 
all  workers  in  the  Sabbath- school,  which 
is  large  and  interesting.  Surely  the 
Lord  has  done  great  things  in  this  com- 
munity. One  year  ago  it  was  godless 
and  Sabbathless ;  no  preaching;  no  Sab- 
bath-school. I  am  told  that  the  Lord's 
Day  was  spent  in  card-playing,  pitching 
horse-shoes,  and  visiting. 

To-day  we  have  a  Sabbath-school  of 
80  members;  regular  preaching  every 
other  Sabbath,  and  the  institutions  of 
religion  well  sustained. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  hard  toil  and 
grand  results.  In  my  mission  work  of 
over  three  years,  I  have  never  seen  the 
powei  of  Divine  grace  so  demonstrated 
in  the  lives  of  men,  as  during  the  past 
year.  I  have  tried  to  hold  up  Christ  as 
the  only  hope  of  the  world,  and  the 
preaching  of  the  cross  has  been  the  savor 
of  life  to  many  souls. 

I  have  tried  to  do  preeminently  mis- 
sionary work,  according  to  the  terms  of 
your  commission,  like  Paul  preaching 
the  gospel  where  Christ  was  not  named. 
I  have  organized  two  churches,  admit- 
ted sixty  persons  to  membership,  and 
am  preaching  regularly  at  four  places 
every  two  weeks,  and  at  another  once  a 
month.  I  hope  to  preach  at  yet  another 
tchool-house  this  fall.    I  have  arranged 


so  as  to  thoroughly  work  up  my  field 
and  establish  two  strong  country  churches 
that  I  trui^t  ere  long  will  be  self-sup- 
porting. I  pray  tliat  the  Lord  will  bless 
our  Society  and  the  churches  under  its 
caro,  and  pour  out  his  Spirit  abundant- 
ly, until  the  whole  country  shall  be  pos- 
sessed for  Christ. 


Ben,  O,  P,  Claflin,  McPhenon. 

SOD-HOUSES  AND  POVERTY. 

The  high  price  of  lumber,  owing  to 
its  being  brought  from  a  long  distance, 
retards  progress.  One  half  of  the  peo- 
ple in  some  quarters  of  my  field  are  liv- 
ing in  dwellings  built  of  sods.  The  roof 
is  formed  of  heavy  poles,  on  which  straw 
or  stalks  of  com  being  spread,  the  whole 
is  covered  with  a  thick  layer  of  sodi. 
These  dwellings  usually  contain  but  one 
room,  and  though  the  insides  are  covered 
with  plaster  or  paper,  so  as  to  present  a 
neat  appearance,  they  usually  subject 
the  occupants  to  much  inconvenience 
through  leakage  of  muddy  water. 

Many,  through  reverses  of  various 
kinds,  have  suffered  much  from  poverty, 
and  have  found  their  lot  far  harder  than 
they  anticipated  when  they  came  to  this 
new  country.  The  faded,  worn,  and 
scanty  wardrobe  now  presents  such  a 
contrast  to  what  they  once  wore,  as 
to  make  them  feel  that  they  cannot  go 
again  to  the  house  of  God  until  they 
get  more  decent  apparel,  and  shoes  for 
their  feet.  These  make  up  a  far  larger 
class  than  I  like  to  contemplate. 


MINNESOTA. 
Bev.  P,  Peregrine^  Tracy. 

ANSWER  TO  PRAYER. 

After  four  years  of  great  depression, 
we  are  all  very  happy  now  in  the  prospect 
of  a  good  hai*vest.  We  have  seen  a  very 
strange  thing.  The  locusts  were  here 
as  numerous  as  at  any  previous  time, 
from  July  7th  to  Aug.  2d ;  but  they 
scarcely  damaged  the  crops  at  alL  No 
doubt,  God  did  hear,  and  haa  Qjo^-^^t^^ 
the  prayers  that  'were  wdX  xv.^  ViVvoi  o^ 
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the  26th  of  last  April,  and  at  other  times, 
for  deliverance  from  this  plague. 

Nearly  all  of  the  people  were  without 
grain  to  sow  in  the  spring,  save  the 
twenty  dollars'  worth  that  the  State  Gov- 
ernment supplied  them,  which  they  must 
pay  back  after  harvest  With  all  the 
poverty  that  is  here,  I  wish  to  be  faith- 
ful and  am  willing  to  suffer  with  my 
flock  to  the  end. 

I  sympathize  very  much  with  you, 
dear  brethren,  in  your  difficult  task  of 
getting  the  money  needed  to  meet  the 
demands  upon  the  treasury. 

[Another  missionary  (Rev.  D.  Jenkins), 
writes :  **  Truly  a  miracle  has  been 
wrought  among  us  this  season.  On  the 
8d  of  July,  the  'hoppers  were  devouring 
everything.  August  3d,'  the  eye  every 
where  beholds  the  waving  of  the  golden 
ears.  *  This  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  it  is 
marvelous  in  our  eyes.' "] 


IOWA. 

An  Iowa  Missionary, 

A   NBW  COSMOS. 

The  people,  as  a  rule,  are  kind-hearted, 
hospitable,  well-disposed,  and  even  will-- 
ing  to  do,  so  far  as  they  knoto.  But  oh  I 
the  ignorance,  superstition,  and  fanati- 
cism, not  to  speak  of  the  sinfulness  that 
exists  in  many  places.  A  local  preacher 
not  far  from  here  took  for  his  text,  not 
long  ago,  a  quotation  from  Shakespeare, 
thinking  it  was  from  the  Bible  I  He 
apologist  for  not  referring  his  hearers 
to  the  book  and  chapter  where  his  text 
could  be  found,  by  saying  that  he  had 
not  time  to  look  it  up  before  his  sermon ; 
that  they  could  do  for  themselves,  and 
in  the  meantime  it  would  not  hurt  them 
liny  to  search  the  Scriptures,  Another 
one,  who  preaches  on  Sunday  and  digs 
coal  during  the  other  six  days,  said,  in 
speaking  of  the  creation,  that  the  Lord 
in  the  first  place  created  a  little  world 
about  the  size  of  several  hay-stacks,  and 
that  it  has  since  **  growed  "  to  its  present 
size  I  He  said  that,  as  there  were  but 
two  persons  to  live  on  the  earth  at  first, 


they  did  not  need  a  very  large  one ;  and 
that  its  size  has  increased  with  the  in- 
crease of  the  human  family.  He  said  be 
believed  that  the  coal  "  growed,"  and 
the  stones  '*  growed,''  and  pushed  thdr 
way  along  in  the  earth,  just  as  sweet- 
potatoes  do  in  the  ground.  And  so  be 
went  on  until  he  had  constructed  quite 
a  new  theory  of  creation  and  develop- 
ment. His  ideas  were  favorably  received 
by  a  large  class  of  people. 

These  incidents,  coming  under  my 
own  observation,  are  significant,  when  we 
remember  that  both  of  these  men  have  a 
large  following,  and  are  looked  up  to 
as  men  of  intelligence,  wisdom,  and 
learning.  I  thought,  when  reading  Dr. 
Eddy's  Anniversary  sermon,  that  he 
could  but  inadequately  appreciate  the 
truth,  when  he  said  that  ignorance  and 
superstition  were  among  the  great  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  Christian  evangeli- 
zation. 

It  does  not  help  matters,  that  a  large 
part  of  the  people  have  the  idea  that 
''salvation  is  free,'*  in  the  sense  that 
they  ought  not  to  pay  anything  for 
preaching.  Having  been  accustomed  to 
the  service  of  these  "  local  t>rethren," 
who  preach  on  the  Sabbath  for  nothing, 
and  earn  their  living  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  week,  many  of  the  people 
have  come  to  regard  it  as  the  established 
order  of  things. 


MISSOURI. 
Ref>.  J,  P,  Field,  SteioartsviUe, 

A  WELCOME  WORD. 

In  my  Home  Missionary  sermon,  I  en- 
deavored to  answer  the  objection  often 
made,  that  because  the  church  was  re- 
ceiving aid,  the  members  were  relieved 
from  helping  other  missionary  objects. 
I  showed  what  their  obligations  toward 
all  are,  and  pointed  out  the  error  of  sup- 
posing the  A.  H.  M.  S.,  by  aiding  the 
church,  absolved  it  from  those  obliga- 
tions. I  tried  in  this  way  to  remove  a 
reproach  from  the  Society,  and  to  arouse 
an  emulation  in  the  church  from  its  ex- 
ample. 
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I  am  setting  out  to  obtain  another  col- 
lection for  the  Society,  hoping  to  relieve 
you  somewhat,  still  I  fear  that  I  cannot 
raise  much.  Of  my  quarterly  payment, 
retain  a  tenth,  and  send  the  rest  when 
the  receipts  allow.  And  dear  brethren, 
let  not  my  case  weigh  a  grain  upon  your 
hearts.  If  under  such  weight  of  care 
you  will  be  relieved  a  particle  by  know- 
ing that  I  have  my  *'  bread  and  water,^^ 
then  be  assured  that  I  am  content  I 
servo  the  Lord,  and  do  not  fear,  though 
you  should  send  me  nothing  more.  But 
the  rest  of  the  laborers,  my  brethren, 
God  help  them  I 


ILLINOIS. 
Bee.  W,  A,  Cutler,  Dallas  City, 

A  PROFITABI^  VACATION. 

As  I  had  been  left  very  weak  after  a 
violent  attack  of  the  cholera  morbus, 
the  church  voted  me  a  rest.  One  of  the 
deacons  volunteered  to  conduct  the  Sab- 
bath services.  The  steamboat  agent  here 
kindly  secured  for  myself,  wife,  and  two 
children  a  half-fare,  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  my  wife^a  father,  in  Minnesota, 
we  were  enabled  to  take  a  vacation  trip 
to  her  home,  from  which  we  have  re- 
tamed  to  day.  I  feel  like  a  new  man, 
eager  for  the  work,  and  hope  that  Qod 
will  use  me  for  his  glory  the  coming  fall 
and  winter.  This  excursion  of  660  miles, 
north,  has  done  me  great  good,  and  I 
believe  the  time  has  by  no  means  been 
wasted.  A  month  of  life  on  the  farm, 
eating  wholesome  food,  breathing  pure 


air  and  drinking  the  clear  water,  is  the 
best  of  all  medicine  for  me.  I  helped  my 
father-in-law,  by  pitching  the  bundles 
of  wheat,  and  doing  other  work  in  the 
open  air,  so  that  my  hands  have  hardened, 
my  face  has  tanned,  and  my  blood  has 
been  purified.  Would  not  such  a  vaca- 
tion be  a  blessing  to  every  Home  Mis- 
sionary? I  wish  that  arrangements 
might  be  made  so  that  every  soldier  of 
the  cross  could  enjoy  a  yearly  furlough. 
When  returning,  I  met  a  former  teacher, 
who  seventeen  years  ago  taught  me  in  the 
St  Louis  public  high  school,  and  who 
said  he  had  spent  his  summer  vacations 
of  eight  or  nine  weeks  each,  a  dozen  or 
more  times  in  Minnesota.  He  mentioned 
several  teachers  who,  with  these  long 
vacations,  had  $2,200  to  $3,000  salaries; 
and  I  could  not  but  contrast  my  little 
pay  and  short  vacation  with  those  of 
school  teachers.  But  we  know  that 
if  we  are  faithful,  God  will  take  care 
of  us.  And  I  desire  to  act  upon  the 
Apostle's  counsel  to  Timothy,  "  Having 
food  and  clothing  let  us  therewith  be 
content"  Still,  if  I  could  arrange  mat- 
ters, I  would  make  a  yearly  vacation  as 
much  a  part  of  the  life  of  a  minister  as 
it  is  of  the  school  teacher.  Cannot 
many  churches  look  to  the  deacons  to 
supply  the  places  of  the  pastors  during 
part  of  the  summer  ?  Let  us  make  use 
of  the  deacons.  I  am  persuaded  that 
there  is  much  undeveloped  talent  among 
them.  "They  that  use  the  oflBce  of  a 
deacon  well,  purchase  to  themselves  a 
good  degree.^*  Shall  we  not  honor  our 
deacons? 


^iittlUntttui^. 


THE  TREASURY. 

With  the  aid  of  legacies,  the  receipts 
in  August  and  September  ($86,105)  ex- 
ceed the  average  for  those  months  in 
the    five    preyions    jeani   bj  $14,000. 


Tet  these  receipts  have  barely  enabled  the 
Treasurer  to  keep  the  amount  of  arrears 
from  increasing.  Fresh  reports  of  labor 
haye  fully  kept  pace  with  the  drafts 
sent  to  those  waiting  for  pay,  and  the 
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amount  due  is  still  about  $30,000,  as  it 
has  been  for  weeks.  Cases  of  very  spe- 
cial need,  have  been  met,  when  known, 
and  our  brethren  in  the  field  have  borne 
and  are  bearing  the  delay  with  note- 
worthy patience  and  consideration  for 
each  other. 

But  winter  is  at  the  door.  For  it,  as 
we  said  a  month  ago,  many  missionary 
families  are  poorly  provided.  There 
mw*i  be  positive  suffering,  if  these  arrear- 
ages stand  unpaid  for  a  few  weeks 
longer.  And  why  should  they  be  unpaid  ? 
Many  of  the  Lord*8  children  are  pinched, 
but  many  are  not.  They  have  enough, 
and  to  spare.  A  scene  like  that  in  the 
late  meeting  of  "  the  American  Board," 
in  which  a  debt  more  than  fifty  per  cent, 
larger  than  ours  was  wiped  out  in  an 
hour,  shows  what  can  be  done  if  God^s 
people  will  it. 

Do  they  believe  our  own  country  to  be 
less  worth  the  saving,  than  are  the  dark 
abodes  of  heathenism  ?  Are  the  claims 
of  missionaries  on  ou^  frontier  less  sa- 
cred or  pressing  than  those  of  their  breth- 
ren abroad  ?  Are  they  not  serving  the 
same  Master,  in  essentially  the  same 
work,  and  with  equal  self-sacrifice? 
And  now,  having  done  one  good  work 
so  grandly,  is  it  wise  to  leave  the  other 
undone  ? 

These  questions  we  urge,  with  painful 
anxiety,  upon  those  who  are  to  meet 
them  hereafter,  in  the  presence  of  Him 
whose  stewards  they  are,  and  of  the 
brethren  whose  just  claims  are  now  to 
be  met  or  rejected.  Shall  not  the  arrears 
be  paid  at  once  ? 


THE   SUNDAY-SCHOOL   PLAN. 

It  is  a  plan  for  paying  the  past  dues 
to  home  missionaries,  by  one  thousand 
offerings  of  thirty  dollara  each,  from 
Sunday-schools.  It  originated  with  the 
little  Sunday-school  in  Weeping  Water, 
Nebraska,  a  child  of  Home  Missions. 
All  agree  that  it  is  feasible,  and  that  it 
would  be  a  most  appropriate  and  beauti 


The  ** Congregational  Clerical  Union" 
of  ministers  of  New  York,  Brooklyn,  and 
vicinity,  have  voted  a  hearty  endorse- 
ment of  the  plan,  and  recommended  it 
to  the  Sunday-schools  under  their  care. 
As  the  plan  becomes  known,  we  are  re- 
ceiving more  frequent  responses;  and 
very  cordial  responses  they  are. 

The  actual  receipts  on  tliis  account,  at 
the  Bible  House,  and  as  far  as  heard 
from  in  the  treasuries  of  the  Auxiliaries, 
are  thirty  dollars  each  from  these  twen- 
ty-eight schools,  viz. : 

Weeping  Wat«r,   Neb.;   Newark,  N. 
J.,   Belleville   Avenue ;    Omaha,   Neb. ; 
Detroit,  Mich. ;  Kingston,  R  I. ;  Green- 
wich, Ct.,   Second  ;  East  Orange,  N.  J. ; 
Salt  Lake  City,   Utah ;    Moutclair,   N. 
J. ;  Litchfield,  Ct. ;  Norwich,  Ct.,  Park; 
Ditto,   Buckingham   Cliapel ;  Lyme,  N. 
H. ;  Dorchester,  Mass.,  Second ;  Bridge- 
water,  Mass.,  Central  Square;  Newbury- 
port,  Mass.,  Belleville ;  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
Plymouth ;  Gardner,   Mass. ;    Marlboro, 
Mass.,   Union;   Worcester,    Mass.,  Cen- 
tral ;  Rockland,  Mass. ;  Owego,  N.  Y. ; 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Pilgrim;  Hartford,  Ct,. 
Park;  Taunton,  Mass.,  Union  ;  Danvere, 
Mass.,  First;   Boston  Highlands,  Mass., 
Walnut  Avenue ;  Crete,  Neb. 

We  have  received  pledges  of  thirty 
dollars  each,  from  about  as  manv  more. 
It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  a  good 
beginning  toward  the  first  hundred 
schools  has  been  made.  Tlmt  first  hun- 
dred secured  what  shall  prevent  nine 
other  hundreds  from  following  the  good 
example  ? 

Pastors,  superintendents,  teachers,  will 
you  not  push  this  plan  ?    liemember  that 
the  missionaries,  whose  dues  you  are  pro- 
viding   for,   are    your    fellow-work^^ 
having  nearly  or  quite  90,000  Snu^*?' 
school   children  under  their  immecli*^® 
care.     Shall  not  your  school  have  a  l**^^ 
in  so  good  a  work  ? 


fal  thing  for  our  Sunday-Bchoolfi  to  doA  pa^i^a  \o  V\i^  Vm^^tt^xice  of  uniting 


■: 


COUPLING   MISSIONARY 

CHURCHES. 

Wk  have  frequently  referred  in  €^^ 

two 
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or  more  dependent  churches  lying  near 
to  each  other,  in  the  support  of  the  same 
minister.  Owing  to  the  great  increase 
in  the  numbers  of  missionary  fields  and 
the  diminution  of  missionary  funds,  the 
importance  of  this  measure  has  grown 
into  a  necessity.  It  is  impo$»ible  to  se- 
cure to  each  small  and  feeble  congrega- 
tion ^he  entire  services  of  a  resident 
minister.  Those  which  have  long  en- 
joyed this  privilege  are  naturally  slow 
to  relinquish  it ;  but  wherever  the  ex- 
periment of  coupling  has  been  tried,  the 
results  have  been  such  as  to  commend  it 
to  a  more  genera]  adoption.  The  East- 
em  Auxiliaries  have  adopted  this  meas- 
ure with  gratifying  success,  and  express 
their  purpose  to  extend  its  operation  over 
many  other  fields.  Forty- two  churches 
in  Massachusetts  and  twenty-eight  in 
New  York  are  thus  associated,  of  which 
twenty  have  thus  become  independent ; 
and  the  secretary  of  the  Ohio  Home 
Missionary  Society  states  that  "  the  So- 
ciety is  now  pledged  to  but  three 
churches  that  are  not  coupled  with  oth- 
ers in  the  support  of  the  ministry."  He 
adds:  ** This  policy  is,  on  this  field,  a 
necessary  economy  of  men  and  money." 
In  States  where  the  population  is 
sparse  and  the  churches  are  remote  from 
each  other,  there  is  more  difficulty  in 
effecting  such  an  arrangement — there  is 
less  occasion  for  it  For  in  such  regions 
each  missionary  ordinarily  supplies  sev- 
eral **  out- stations  " — sometimes  a  whole 
county — where  churches  have  not  been 
gathered.  But  there  are  very  many  mis- 
sionary fields,  especially  in  the  older 
West,  where  this  coupling  of  churches  is 
practicable,  and  where  it  would  result  in 
a  great  saving  of  missionary  funds,  while 
it  would  enlarge  the  missionary's  sphere 
of  usefulness  and  means  of  support, 
without  sierious  loss  to  the  people  under 
his  charge.  Each  church,  it  is  true, 
would  listen  to  one  sermon  only  on  each 
Sabbath,  instead  of  two,  and  sometimes 
this  would  be  preached  in  the  afternoon 
instead  of  in  the  morning ;  but  is  it  too 
much  to  ask  for  this  sacrifice  in  a  case 
where  it  will  take  two  churches  from 


the  list  of  the  Society's  beneficiaries, 
and  will  liberate  a  missionary,  together 
with  an  amount  of  missionary  funds  that 
will  plant  and  sustain  two  other  churches 
on  the  frontier?  We  again  call  the 
attention  of  the  Superintendents  to  this 
matter,  and  we  bespeak  for  them  the 
co-operation  of  Committees  of  Missions, 
missionaries,  and  missionary  churches,  in 
carrying  into  effect  this  measure  for 
economizing  in  missionary  expenditures. 


WOULD   GIVE   AS  MANY  MORE. 

This  is  my  birthday.  It  brings  the 
thirtieth  year  of  seed-sowing  in  Illinois  ' 
— gone  like  a  sweet  dream,  gone  into 
changeless  record.  It  does  not  seem  a 
long  way  back  to  that  starting-point. 
Yet  how  many  short  bits  of  road,  by- 
ways, diverging  and  returning  paths, 
filled  now  with  historic  incident  I 

I  am  not  sorry  for  the  road  I  took. 
Were  I  young  and  again  standing  where 
the  way  divides,  I  would  go  again  will- 
ingly, as  a  missionary  to  the  front,  had 
I  more  or  less  of  worldly  gear  than 
**  scrip  and  shepherd's  crook."  I  would 
go  trusting  God  for  the  unforgetting  aid 
and  beneficence  of  brethren  behind,  while 
I  sought  to  do  their  work  and  mine  in 
saving  our  country. 

This  is  now  no  frontier  line,  but  emi- 
nently central  soil,  foundation-rock ;  and 
**  the  West,"  the  New  Territory,  is  even 
now,  as  before,  a  thousand  miles  beyond. 
It  is  both  near  and  far.  It  is  all  around. 
Its  needs  were  never  greater,  nor  more 
imperative  than  now.  And  it  must  be 
reclaimed,  and  won,  and  retained,  or  a 
rich  jewel  falls  from  our  Savior's  dia- 
dem. Every  thirty  years  a  new  genera- 
tion, the  entire  population  lies  before  us, 
a  thickly  studded  belt  of  life  from  ocean 
to  ocean,  and  every  one  needing  to  be  sav- 
ed, to  be  turned  from  darkness  to  light, 
and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God. 
Evangelizing  work  must  needs  continue. 
Thank  God  that  it  may  I  The  Church 
must  watch  and  labot  «av^\iv;^'^«^^<&'DL^:A^ 
and  gWe,  moTQ  wA  xdot^  vci^  T&»t^^  V^*^ 
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human  redemption,  for  mifitsions  to  man. 
This  is  the  wheel  of  Ixion,  that  turns  f  or- 
erer ;  the  stone  of  Sisyphus,  that  is  ever 
rolling  back  upon  us;  the  doing  that 
must ,  evermore  be  done ;  the  treasury 
ever  filling,  never  filled;  the  only  safe 
deposit,  the  only  stable,  wise,  remunera- 
tive investment  of  money,  toil,  and  love ! 
— a  savings-bank  whose  management  is 
with  the  Supreme  and  Just. 

This  is  God's  country,  all.  Our  fathers 
soucrht  it  for  Him.  He  wants  it — its 
acres,  its  mines,  its  water-flow,  its  unbro- 
ken generations  of  manly  men,  its  myri- 
ads of  dear  children.  Its  entire  and 
continuous  redemption  for  Christ  is  in- 
effable glory,  a  joy  to  all  mankind,  and 
in  the  presence  of  the  angels!  If  this 
land  perishes  in  sin,  there  will  be  many 
a  starless  crown ;  an  enginery  of  evil  will 
have  been  set  in  motion  against  the 
Anointed  of  the  Lord,  and  against  the 
interests  of  universal  being.  1  would 
gladly  give  thirty  more  ye<Mr8,  if  I  had 
them, 

'^  To-day  I  walk  in  the  dty  street. 

Amid  the  crowds  that  ebb  and  flow ; 
And  in  the  faces  that  I  meet 
I  read  the  signs  of  joy  or  woe. 

**  The  sky  looks  down  alike  on  all ; 

The  son  and  stars  k<*ep  watch  above  ; 
For  all  alike  the  rain-drops  fall, 
And  God  holds  all  in  His  great  love.*' 


M.  K.  W. 


Illixou. 


REV.   JAMES  L.  CRANE. 
BT  REV.    W.     B.    WILLIAMS. 

Rev.  Jambs  L.  Crane  was  bom  in 
Leesville,  Ohio,  Feb.  25,  1822;  convert- 
ed at  the  early  age  of  eight  years,  and 
ever  after  known  as  a  consistent  Chris- 
tian. At  Parma,  on  the  9th  of  Nov., 
1843,  he  married  Arabella  Mead.  They 
had  eight  children,  four  of  whom,  with 
Mrs.  Crane,  are  still  living.  One  son 
follows  him  in  the  Home  Missionary  ser- 
vice. Until  his  twenty-seventh  year  he 
vraa  a  farmer.    He  then  removed  to  Be- VcidV.^?^    B^  caid  "waB  peace. 


rea,  O.,  and  for  eight  years  manufac- 
tured the  celebrated  Berea  grindstones. 
Next,  in  Oberlin,  he  gaye  seven  more 
years  to  farming.  From  his  earliest  re- 
ligious life  he  had  a  strong  conviction 
that  the  Lord  called  him  to  the  ministry, 
but  he  resisted  the  caU.  While  in 
Oberlin  he  became  much  interested 
in  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  colored 
people,  attended  their  prayer-meetings, 
and  gave  exhortations.  Finally  the  re- 
ligious interest  became  such,  that,  as  a 
lay  preacher,  he  held  meetings  nearly 
every  evening,  except  Saturdays,  for 
fourteen  weeks,  working  on  his  farm 
during  the  day. 

Somewhere  from  50  to  100  colored 
people  and  several  whites,  were  hopefully 
converted.  President  Finney,  persuaded 
that  Mr.  Crane  was  called  of  God  to  the 
ministry,  urged  him  to  devote  his  whole 
time  to  it.  He  was  accordingly  licensed 
at  the  age  of  forty  two,  and  came  to 
Morenci,  Mich.,  where  he  spent  two  years. 
Thence  he  removed  to  North  Adams, 
and  found  a  little  church  of  some  thirty 
members,  almost  disheartened.  After  a 
ministry  of  five  years,  he  left  there  a 
church  of  one  hundred  members.  His 
next  charge  was  of  the  churches  in  Bed- 
ford and  Johnstown,  where  he  remained 
four  years.  In  November  last  he  remov- 
ed to  Michigan  Center,  and  took  charge 
of  that  church  and  the  one  in  Napoleon. 
For  the  last  three  years  his  health  has 
been  declining.  Six  weeks  before  his 
death,  a  careful  examination  showed 
that  he  had  Brighf  s  disease  of  the  kid- 
neys, in  the  last  stage.  After  that  he 
failed  rapidly  until  Wednesday,  August 
15th,  when  lie  breathed  his  last. 

Mr.  Crane  excelled  in  pastoral  visita- 
tion and  was  a  most  valuable  helper  in 
revival  work,  often  visiting  every  dwell- 
ing, hotel,  shop,  and  store  in  the  place, 
and  very  pleasantly  and  earnestly  con- 
yersing  with  all  whom  he  met.  He 
faced  death  with  calm,  assured  trust, 
sustained  to  the  last  by  the  great  trutiu 
he  had  confidently  commended  to  others. 
His  hope  of  eternal  life  rested  on  "  Jesus 
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ONE  WAY  TO  DO  IT. 

A  Wisconsin  Home  Missionary  writes : 

'*Dear  Bbbthrbn:  —  The  thought 
struck  me  to  send  you  this  sample  of  a 
postal  card  printed  by  myself  on  my 
little  '*  gospel  press/'  and  sent  out  to  our 
people.  The  resulting  contribution  was 
$15.25,  which,  in  our  present  weak  and 
almost  desperate  financial  situation,  was 
very  fair.  Perhaps  other  brethren  may 
take  the  hint,  and  do  better." 

**  FOB  GOD  AND  OUR  FATHER  LAND  !  " 

Dear  Friend: — You  are  a  lover  of 
your  country,  and  of  every  good  thing 
which  will  make  it  better.  The  religion 
of  Jesus  Christ,  which  teaches  that 
^'righteousness  ezalteth  a  nation,*'  is 
surely  the  greatest  power  for  national 
good.  You  can  help  spread  that  religion 
by  your  personal  Christian  effort,  your 
example,  your  prayers,  and  your  contri- 
butions, **  doing  good  as  you  have  oppor- 
tunity unto  all  men,"  especially  your 
neighbors  and  countrymen. 

Next  Sunday  we  are  to  take  our 
annual  contribution  for  the  American 
Home  Missionary  Society,  that  bountiful 
nursing  mother  of  our  own  church  and 
many  others.  The  Society  is  $30,000 
behind  on  its  pledges  to  the  Home  Mis- 
sionaries, who  are  suffering  for  want  of 
that  slender  support  which  cannot  be 
sent  until  the  churches  give  it.  This 
church  has  been  aided  since  its  beginning 
to  the  amount  of  nearly  $2,000,  without 
which  our  present  existence  would  have 
been  very  doubtfuL  Let  us  each  give 
something^  even  of  our  poverty,  like  the 
poor  widow  whose  liberality  was  so 
highly  commended  by  the  Lord  Jesus. 
Let  us  make  a  thank-offering  for  the  in- 
creased harvests.  If  you  cannot  give 
money  now,  hand  in  your  name  with  a 
memorandum  of  the  amount  you  will 
give,  to  be  paid  by  October  1st.  "  Freely 
ye  have  received,  freely  give." 

Very  cordially,  Your  Pastor. 


EDUCATION  IN  GIVING. 

I  LATELY  preached  the  funeral  sermon 
of  a  well-known  man,  in  a  town  where 
we  have  a  little  home  missionary  church, 
once  flourishing,  but  now  inoperative, 
except  an  occasional  service.  Here  was 
a  good  man,  worth  more  than  $75,000, 
with  two  children,  who  left  not  a  dollar 
to  any  benevolent  cause,  not  even  to  the 
college,  so  near  to  him  and  so  needy. 
Why  ?  Simply  from  lack  of  intelligence. 
He  and  his  wife  were  very  upright  and 
conscientious,  "  good  Christian  people." 
They  had  lived  thirty  years  in  the  place, 
and  were  members  of  our  church  there. 
But,  always  at  home,  moving  in  a  little 
circle,  they  were  too  narrow  and  ignorant 
to  see  the  value  of  these  things.  A  good 
friend  made  an  effort  to  have  our  Society 
remembered,  but  the  '*  poor  rich  man  " 
could  hardly  get  a  glimpse  in  that  di- 
rection. May  we  not  learn  from  this 
the  value  of  Christian  education  in  giv- 
ing ; "  F. 

A  MISSIONARY  REMINISCENCE. 

By  Rev.  T.  L.  Shipman,  Jbwbtt  City, 

Conn. 

In  1824  I  received  a  commission  from 
the  **  United  Domestic  Miss.  Society  of 
N. Y," — two  years  before  the  organization 
of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society 
— to  labor  for  a  year  in  Huron  County,  in 
the  north-western  comer  of  New  Connec- 
ticut I  supposed  I  went  to  "  the  West ; " 
but  I  find  I  was  mistaken.  I  stopped  a 
thousand  miles  this  aide  of  the  West. 
But  by  whatever  name  you  call  it,  the 
country  was  then  as  new  as  the  far  West 
is  now.  There  was  not  a  frame  house  of 
worship  in  the  county,  and  very  few 
dwelling-houses  outside  the  throe  villa- 
ges, Sandusky,  Milan,  and  Norwalk  the 
county-seat.  There  was  not  a  Presby- 
terian or  Congregational  minister  in  the 
county  when  I  entered  it,  though  two 
excellent  brethren  followed  me  within  a 
few  days,  and  we  three  labored  together 
in  the  closest  fellowship  through  the 
year.    One  ol  tYusia  «ooil  ViX*  Va  >Kv^6^- 
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gan ;  the  other  remained  in  Huron  Coun- 
ty. Both  have  now  finished  their  work 
and  gone  to  their  reward.  I  became 
strongly  attached  to  my  Milan  people ; 
and  their  present  pastor,  in  a  semi-cen- 
tennial sermon  preached  a  few  years 
since,  was  pleased  to  say  that  they  were 
strongly  attached  to  a  pioneer  missionary 
bearing  my  name.  On  my  return  from 
attending  the  meeting  of  the  American 
Board  at  Cincinnati,  in  1858,  after  a 
lapse  of  twenty-nine  years,  I  revisited 
my  old  people.  I  approached  Milan 
tremblingly,  fearing  that  they  would 
not  remember  me,  for  I  felt  that  I  was 
very  much  in  the  situation  of  the  man 
-who  called  repeatedly  on  Dr.  Emmons : 
the  Doctor  did  not  remember  him,  till 
losing  all  patience  he  said:  **Dr.  Em- 
mons, you  donH  seem  to  remember  me." 
**  Well,  you  don't  do  anything  to  make 
anybody  remember  you."  I  was  pleas- 
antly disappointed  ;  they  did  remember 
me.  Some  of  my  friends  honored  my 
visit  with  a  tea-party,  and  with  a  fair 
sprinkling  of  the  talking  sex,  you  may 
depend  there  was  no  lack  of  conversation. 
"  Do  you  remember  how  Mr.  Chapin 
used  to  stand  at  the  comer  of  the  school- 
house  and  blow  the  old  fish-horn  to  call 
the  people  to  meeting  ? "     Yes ;   and  I 

remember  the  night    when  Mr.   S 

preached  to  an  audience  of  eight,  with 
one  tallow  candle  giving  just  light 
enough  to  make  darkness  visible,  hold- 
ing his  notes  in  one  hand  and  his  candle 
close  to  them  in  the  other,  and  gesticu- 
lating violently  with  both  hands.  I 
might  have  added,  I  have  not  forgotten 
his  apology  to  me  as  we  came  out,  for 
be  had  more  than  intimated  that  he  was 
gifted  with  the  tongue  of  "  the  eloquent 
orator."  "  Brother  Shipman,  Dr.  Mason 
himself  could  not  have  been  eloquent 
under  those  circumstances."  I  agreed 
with  him  fully.  I  found  Milan  greatly 
changed  ;  the  Huron  River  flowed  on  the 
west  side  in  its  old  channel,  but  every- 
thing else  changed :  in  the  place  of  log- 
cabins,  large  frame  houses  embowered  in 
'^|Mie  trees  and  shrubbery,  and  all  the 
was  if  x^®^^  material  and  spiritual  pros- 


perity; for  wherever  you  see  spiritual 
prosperity — and  I  emphasize  the  thought 
— you  will  find  with  it  material ;  and 
you  will  never  find  material  prosperity 
of  the  highest  type  but  in  connection 
with  spiritual:  "WhatQod  huth  joined 
let  not  man  think  to  put  asunder," 
Milan  is  a  specimen  of  villages  scattered 
all  over  the  West,  indebted  for  both  their 
material  and  spiritual  prosperity  to  the 
fostering  care  of  that  noble  national  in- 
stitution, the  American  Home  Missionary 
Society,  which  has  lately  celebrated  its 
fiftieth  aniversary. 


FIRST   YEAR  OF  FREEDOM. 

I  HAVE  just  been  making  the  statisti- 
cal report  of  this  church  for  our  local 
Association,  and  though  I  have  no  more 
formal  quarterly  returns  to  render  to 
you,  I  thought  you  would  be  interested 
to  know  how  we  get  along  in  our  first 
year  of  keeping  house  for  ourselves. 
We  have  received  over  fifty  into  the 
church,  the  larger  part  on  profession, 
making  our  membership  160  as  against 
45,  when  I  was  commissioned  two  years 
since.  My  salary  of  $1,500  has  been 
promptly  met,  in  monthly  payments, 
and  we  have  just  paid  the  balance  of  an 
old  debt,  $1,100,  which  makes  us  finan- 
cially square  with  the  world.  You  have 
no  idea  how  thankful  I  am,  and  I  am 
going  to  take  a  few  weeks'  vacation  (the 
first  since  I  came  West),  just  to  celebrate 
in. 

I  know  you  are  getting  so  many  dis- 
couraging letters  now,  that  I  felt  I  must 
write  just  this  word  to  let  you  know 
how  much  good  your  investment  here 
has  done.  One  thing  I  regret :  that  wc 
have  had  so  much  to  do  for  ourselves, 
that  we  have  not  been  able  to  respond  to 
calls  for  benevolence  outside.  Still  we 
have  managed  to  raise  $150  as  against 
twelve  dollars  last  year,  by  saving  the 
odds  and  ends. 

When  the  call  for  money  to  pay  the 
$1,100  on  our  debt  met  with  such  a 
hearty  response,  I  said  we  must  testify 
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our  gratitnde  by  a  little  offering  to  your 
Society.  I  think  about  $25  was  raised. 
I  hope  our  churches  will  do  more  for 
themselves,  next  year,  and  think  many 
of  them  ought.  The  harvests  have  been 
grand.  L.  G. 

LzKOOLN,  Neb. 


IS  IT   TRUE   OF  OTHERS  ALSO  ? 

Your  private  circular,  setting  forth 
the  reduced  condition  of  the  treasury, 
is  at  hand.  Ever  since  I  came  into  the 
home  missionary  work,  I  have  been  satis- 
fied of  this:   that  many  of  the  aided 


churches  are  not  doing  what  they  ought 
to  do — first,  in  not  coming  at  once  to  full 
self-support ;  and  secondly,  in  putting 
forth  so  little  effort  to  make  a  larger 
annual  contribution  to  the  American 
Home  Missionary  Society.  As  to  the 
first,  our  grant  is  $100  less  this  year  than 
it  was  the  last;  but  it  is  now  $100  larger 
than  I  think  it  ought  to  be.  In  this 
matter,  all  things  desirable  cannot  be 
brought  about  in  one  year.  I  am  confi- 
dent that  this  church,  or  rather  this  field, 
with  proper  effort,  can  be  brought  grad- 
ually, and  before  many  years,  to  entire 
self-support.  That  is  the  thing  to  be 
steadily  aimed  at.  C. 


^nx  (S)0-0ifitvMvt  S^$tittit$. 


American  Oongregational  Union. 

Rev.  Rat  Palmer,  D.D.,  Sec.,  69  Bible 

House,  New  York. 

Rev.  Christopher  Gushing,  D.D.,  Sec, 
20  Congregational  House,  Boston. 

N.  A.  Calkins,  Treas.,  69  Bible  House, 

New  York. 

It  is  well  known  to  our  Congregational 
pastors  and  churches  that  the  Union  has 
been  much  embarrassed  in  its  work  by  the 
curtailment  of  contributions  during  the 
long  continued  financial  distress  which 
has  borne  so  heavily  on  those  most  accus- 
tomed to  give.  It  will  also  l>e  known 
by  the  time  this  reaches  the  reader^s  eye, 
that,  in  accordance  with  what  seemed  to 
be  the  wish  of  the  contributing  churches, 
the  Trustees  of  the  Union,  at  a  meeting 
held  in  their  room  at  the  Bible  House, 
September  27, 1877,  decided  as  a  measure 
of  retrenchment  and  economy,  to  have 
but  one  ofiSce  and  Secretary  hereafter,  if 
it  shall  be  found  practicable  so  to  cai-ry 
forward  vigorously  the  work  of  the  or- 
ganization. They  have  earnestly  desired 
so  to  fulfill  the  trust  confided  to  them  in 


the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Union,  that  every  reasonable  wish  of  the 
pastors  and  churches  might  be  satisfied, 
and  that,  all  striving  together  in  sympa- 
thy and  confidence,  the  Union  may  go  on 
with  its  most  vital  work  of  enabling  the 
Home  Missionary  to  labor  effectively,  by 
giving  him  a  standing  place,  and  his  in- 
fant church  a  home. 

It  is  now  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  a  new  impulse  should  be  given  to 
the  church -building  work.  This  can 
only  be  done'  by  the  agency  of  the  pas- 
tors in  each  State.  If,  where  one-half 
or  two-thirds  of  the  church  have  done 
nothing,  a  few  leading  pastors  will  con- 
fer together  and  devise  means  for  waking 
up  a  new  enthusiasm  for  the  cause,  if 
they  will  faithfully  present  the  wants  of 
the  needy  churches  that  are  waiting  for 
aid  from  the  Union,  to  their  congrega- 
tions, and  urge  them  to  do  what  they 
can,  though  it  be  much  less  than  they 
would  wish,  the  treasury  will  soon  be  re- 
plenished, and  the  hearts  of  brethren  in 
the  new  fields  will  be  sti-engthened,  and 
the  good  work  move  on  successfully. 
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Nothing  but  this  will  meet  the  emergen- 
cies of  the  time. 

All  churches  that  have  been  aided  have 
bound  themselves  to  contribute  annually 
to  the  treasury  of  the  Union.  Instead  of 
doing  this,  it  often  happens  that  churches 
of  this  class  send  notice  to  the  Treasurer 
that  they  have  given  their  contributions 
for  the  year  to  some  other  church,  and 
wish  this  to  be  credited  to  them  as  a  ful- 
fillment of  their  pledge  to  the  Union. 
But  the  Treasurer  cannot  give  credit  to 
such  churches  on  such  a  notice.  It  is 
only  to  immediately  neighJboring  churches 
that  a  church  expecting  aid  from  the 
Union  can  apply,  according  to  the  rules 
of  the  Board,  without  debarring  itself 
from  a  grant ;  and  in  order  that  a  sum 
given  as  "special"  by  a  neighboring 
church  may  be  credited  to  that  church, 
the  church  receiving  it  mu^t  Jill  and  send 
to  the  Treasurer  the  special  receipt^  ob- 
tained from  the  office  of  the  Union,  or 
from  the  A.  H.  M.  Superintendent. 
Without  this,  the  account  of  the  Treas- 
urer could  not  be  balanced,  nor  the 
church  giving  be  so  credited  as  to  have 
fulfilled  its  contract  The  giving  of 
"specials"  does  not  help  the  Union  to 
pay  its  grants ;  and  the  diversions  in  this 
way  of  money  pledged  to  the  treasury, 
is  one  of  its  greatest  embarrassments. 
Pastors,  churches,  and  the  Union  have  a 
common  interest  in  managing  matters  in 
such  a  way  that  the  Union  may  have  the 
means  of  responding  to  worthy  calls  for 
help  and  meeting  its  pledges  when  they 
have  been  given.  The  Board  are  now 
venturing  to  make  some  advance  in  ap- 
propriations, encouraged  by  the  more 
hopeful  signs  in  the  business  world,  and 
by  the  continued  expressions  of  interest 
in  its  work  that  come  to  it  from  all  quar- 
ters.   Is  not  a  better  day  near  at  hand  ? 


Am«rioan  Oollege  and   Bduoation  So- 
ciety. 

Rbt.  IncrkasbN.  Tabboz,  D.D.,  Sec. 
Jambs  M.  Qordon,  Esq^,  Treas. 
Office,  No.  82  Cong.  House,  Boston. 


Money  may  be  sent  either  to  the  Treu- 
nrcr,  in  Boston ;  or  to  Rev.  Ghabub 
P.  Bush,  D.D.,  89  Bible  House,  New 
York. 

The  Beneficiary  Prikciple  ik  Edu- 
cation.— It  is  a  little  singular  that  tbii 
principle,  which  enters  so  largely  into 
the  work  of  education  in  all  civilized 
lands,  should  be  so  frequently  the  sub- 
ject of  attack   in  some  of  its  humbler 
departments.      In  conversation  with  & 
gentleman,  some  years  since,  who  had 
been  connected  with  "West  Point  Acade- 
my, and  who  had  made  a  somewhat  care- 
ful study  of  the  expenses  of  an  education 
there,  we  were  greatly  enlightened  and 
surprised.   For  every  man  who  completes 
his    military  studies  in  that  institution 
the  United  States  Government  pays  so 
many  thousands  of  dollars  that  we  could 
hardly  trust  the  figures,  until  he  went 
into  the  details  of  the  process.     All  this 
is  generally  supposed  to  be  right     And 
yet,  look  at  the  case.    The  United  States 
educates  men  there  at  this  enormous  ex- 
pense, hoping,  all  the  while,  that  there 
never  will  be  an  occasion  to  call   their 
talents  and  acquirements  into  use.      It 
educates  them  in  this  way  for  a  contin- 
gency, and  keeps  them  in  reserve,  and 
on  pay,  for  this  contingency.     We  say 
this  is  right     But  if  a  poor  boy  receives 
a  small  sum  of  money,  in  the  course  of 
his  education  for  the  Christian  ministry, 
where  he  is  expected  to  go  immediately 
to  work  and  labor  all  the  days  of  his  life, 
somebody  will  be  sure  to  start  up  and 
suggest  that  the  principle  here  is  wrong 
— ^that  a  young  man,  if  he  has  the  proper 
energy,  can  do  all  this  for  himself — that 
his  self-respect  will  be  utterly   broken 
down  by  allowing  himself  thus  to  be- 
come an  object  of  charity.     In  this  mat- 
ter, it  seems  sometimes  as  if  men  at  large 
reasoned  a  little  as  they  do  in  relation  to 
fraud  and  crime.  If  a  man  is  only  guilty 
of  a  great  fraud,  if  he  can  manage,  by  a 
judicious  failure    and   by   putting  his 
property  out  of  his  hands,  to  abstract  a 
large  fortune  from  his  fellow  men,  it  is 
all  very  respectable.    And  so  if  a  man 
can  become  a  beneficiary  on  a  large  scale 
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and  receive  his  thousands,  no  harm  is 
done.  The  danger  is  when  he  receives  a 
rery  little  in  this  way,  to  supply  his 
pressing  necessities. 

If  one  wishes  really  to  attack  the  bene- 
ficiary principle  in  education,  why  not 
begin  at  the  very  roots?  Why  should 
individuals  or  States  ever  endow  a  col- 
lege or  school  ?  *  The  very  end  and  aim 
of  all  such  endowments  is  to  make 
education  of  less  cost  to  the  student  than 
it  would  otherwise  be.  Why  should  the 
rich,  by  their  larger  taxes,  educate  the 
children  of  the  poor  in  common  schools  ? 
We  confess  that  it  puzzles  us  to  know, 
why  the  young  man  struggling  through 
a  course  of  education  for  the  ministry, 
should  always  be  the  one  pitched  upon 
to  show  the  pernicious  effects  of  the  ben- 
eficiary principle.      And  it  is  the  more 


surprising  when  one  recogpizes  the  fact, 
that  from  the  day  when  th*e  foundations 
of  Harvard  College  were  laid,  in  1688, 
till  the  present  time,  in  all  our  colleges, 
throughout  every  part  of  the  land,  this 
system  of  aid,  in  one  form  or  another, 
has  been  extended  to  needy  students, 
fitting  for  the  ministry,  or  not  fitting  for 
the  ministry,  as  the  case  may  happen  to 
be ;  and  it  has  been  done,  as  a  matter  of 
the  plainest  common  sense  and  good 
judgment.  And  when  a  man  rises  up 
at  the  present  day  to  suggest  that  to 
educate  men  by  charity  for  the  ministry 
is  dangerous,  his  remark  seems  so  trite 
and  antiquated,  so  "  stale,  fiat  and  un- 
profitable," that  we  wonder  men  are 
still  found  to  repeat  this  worn-out  ob- 
jection. 


^p^iffiiuimtnU  in  !^t}^UmhtXf  1877. 


Not  in  canunittiOH  kiH  pear, 

Rer.  Samnel  R.  Wairender,  Smith  Center,  Kan. 
Bev.  David  B.  Gordon,  Union,  Onindy  and  Midland, 

Iowa. 
Rev.  Thomas  Merrill,  Winthrop,  Iowa. 
Rev.  H.  P.  Robertis  Stuart,  Iowa. 
Bev.  Robert  Kerr,  Webster  Oroves,  Mo. 
Bev.  Lemael  Jonm,  Monaey,  N.  Y. 

Re-cotnmiMHotud, 

Ber.  Joneph  Adanw,  Malta,  Aganis,  Oro  City  and 

Granite,  Col. 
Rev.  Roaelle  T.  Cross,  Colorado  Springs,  Maniton, 

Baston,  and  Cheyenne,  Col. 
Bev.  Leavitt  BarUett^  Olathe,  Kan. 


Rev.  James  G.  Dougherty,  Ottawa,  Kan. 

Rev.  Edward  Skinner,  Milford,  Uarvey.  Vinton  and 

Upper  Madinon  Creek,  Kan. 
Rev.  Dudley  B.  EelU,  Providence,  Belgrade,  Oshawa 

and  Swan,  Minn. 
Rev.  Thomas  G.  Jones,  Buttemnt  Valley,  Cambria 

and  Sonth  Bend,  Minn. 
Rev.  Samuel  J.  Beach,  Coming  and  Mercer,  Iowa. 
Rev.    Edwin    Booth,    Grandville,   Hudsonville  and 

Lowing  school- house,  Mich. 
Rev.  Thomas  Nield,  Gaylord,  Boyne  Falls,  CUflordJi, 

Eimira  and  Van  Worts,  Mich. 
Rev.  Levi  F.  Waldo,  Shelby  and  ont-stations,  Mich. 
Rev  James  Watts,  Lawrence,  Allen*s  and  Shaffer, 

Mich. 
Rev.  Isaac  Goodell,  Greenville,  IlL 


§tKti^U  in  f^jrtmftn,   187  7. 


VKW  HAMFSHIBB-.I45.00. 

Keenc  Woman's  Miss.  Soc.  of  the  First, 
by  Miss  Ellen  M.  HOla,  freight,  $5  00 

New  London,  ICri.  IL  S.  TtuneU,  by  ICiss 
Mary  K.  Tmssell,  10  00 

flymontht  Mm  Dora  D.  Davis,  to  oonat. 
6.  H.  Davis  a  L.  M.,  80  00 


VERMONT— $79.00. 

Brattleboro,  Mrs.  H.  M.  L.,  15  00 

Johnson,  First,  by  Mrs.  F.  L.  Holmes,  14  00 

Middleburv,  Miss  I.  G.  Blrohard,  10  00 
atowe,  FriendiL  to  omtt.  B.  R  Cheney  a 

L.  M.,  80  00 
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Ifoverobw, 


1L4A8ACHT7SBTT&— $2,473.80. 

Mamb.  Home  MlM.  Boo.,  by  G.  Demond,  Tt.y  9,000  00 
Jamaica  Plain,  Central,  by  8.  B.  Gapen,        100  00 
Monaon,  A  Friend, 
South  Kgremont,  by  D.  Dalxell,  to  const. 

DaTld  Dalzell,  Jr.,  a  L.  M., 
Waketieltl,  Legacy  of  A.  Bryant,  by  C.  W. 

Eaton,  Ex., 
West  Brooktield,  Dorcas  8oc.,  by  Mrs.  L. 

A.  Gleason,  fit;ight, 
Westfleld,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Dickinmn, 

OONNBOTICUT— $10,629.88. 


60  (0 

81  80 

187  60 

8  00 
100  00 


Received  by  F.  T.  Jarman  :  ^^^  ^ 

New  Haven,  ITiird,  $10  00 

North,  Mrs.  W.  T.  Pratt,  24  00 

Orange,  12  60 

Ansonia,  W.  Terry,  M.  D.,  special,  by  S.  C. 

Blair, 
Brooklyn,  First  Trin.,  by  B.  Robinson, 
Deep  River,  George  Spencer, 
Greenwich,  "A  Departed  Friend," 

Sabbath- school  of  Second,  for  the  Debt, 
by  B.  Wright, 

StillRon  Benev.  Soc.,  add'l,  by  Mrs.  Edw. 
Head, 
Hartford,  On  account  of  Legacy  of  L.  C. 

Ives,  by  N.  Shipman,  Adm., 
Hebron,  Ladies'  Benev.  Soc.,  by  Mrs.  J. 

Porter,  freight, 
LakeviUe,  Village  Prayer-meeting,  by  J. 

Knight, 
Manstieldi,  Second,  by  E.  P.  Gonant, 
New  BriUin,  A  Friend,  by  H.  P.  Strong, 
New  Haven,  Legacy  of  Mrs.  Irene  Larned, 

by  R.  Battell,  Ex., 

W.  C.  B., 
New  London,  Second,  by  C.  Butler, 
Northfield,  epecial  coll..  by  H.  C.  Peck,  to 

couKt.  Mrs.  D.  T.  Wooster  a  L.  M., 
North  Woodstock,  by  W.  C.  May, 
Norwalk,  On  account  of  Legacy  of  Ezra 

Hoyt,  by  H.  Seymour,  Adm., 
Plain  ville.  Ladies*  Benev.  Soc.,  by  Mrs.  L. 

Hough,  freight, 
Rockville,  Rev.  C.  E.  Gordon, 
SctotlanJ,  John  Cheaebro,  by  Rev.  A.  A. 

Hurd, 
Thomaston,  Miss  Phebe  Beach, 
Washington,  by  C.  L.  Hickox, 
West  KilUngly,  Westfleld  Ch.,  by  H.  N . 

Clemons, 
Woodbridge,  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  by  W.  M. 

Beecher, 


46  60 

8  00 

16  00 

20  00 

276  88 

89  68 

10  00 

8,365  07 

8  00 

86  iO 

8  86 

10  00 

6.000  00 

2  00 

830  S6 

46  89 
28  00 

607  26 

4  00 
600 

10  00 

10  OU 

127  25 

68  94 

66  00 


NEW  YORK.— $10,641.86. 


Received  by  Rev.  J.  C. 
Bristol, 
Frewsburg, 
Hopkinton, 
Ithaca, 

Maasena,  First, 
New  Haven, 
Orwell, 
Osceola, 
Owego, 

Rig», 

Volney, 

WeatGrceoe, 


Holbrook,  D.  D.: 
$8  00 

6  00 
83  60 
82  74 

I  40 
68  00 

7  (K) 

10  00 

11  00 
10  00 
18  00 

6  04 


946 

10 


68 
47 


Newark  Yalley,  First,  by  D.  M.  Stayre- 

sant. 
New  York,  A  Friend, 
New  York  Gity,  Prof.  B.  N.  Martin,  D.D., 
Penn  Yan,  C.  A.  Hamlin, 
Richville,  Welsh,  by  Rev.  D.  Jones, 
Sand  Hank,  First,  by  Rev.  E.  D.  Gnrtia, 
Seneca  Falls,  First,  by  Rev.  O.  Miner, 
Troy,  Six,  Washington  Place, 
Turin.  Wcl^h.  by  Rev.  T.  M.  Griffith, 
West  Brook,  by  Rev.  W.  W.  Gurti^ 
Woodhaven,  Firfrt,  by  Rev.  W.  James, 

NEW  JERSEY— $69.66. 

Jersey  Gity,  Second,  by  Rev.  H.  H.  Waite, 
Newark,  Belleville  Avenue  Sabbath-school, 
by   J.  H.    Doniwjn,  for  the  Debt,  and  to 
const.  John  E.  Janes,  M.  D.,  a  L.  M., 
Vinelan4,  Rev.  F.  B.  Pnllan, 

PENNSYLVANIA-$81.84. 

Blossburg,  Welsh,  by  Rev.  D.  Phillipe, 
Mercer,  by  Rev.  S.  Manning, 
Spartansbnrg,  Union  Evan,  by  Rev.  W.  L. 
McKellar, 

DELAWARE— $6.00. 
Milford,  Rev.  G.  F.  Boynton, 

ILLINOIS— $489.17. 

Beecher,  Mrs.  David  Perry, 

Chcuoa,  First,  by  Rev.  J.  V.  Willis, 

Chesterfield,  add'l,  by  Rev.  E.  Loomls, 

Dalhts  City,  First,  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Cutler, 

Delavan,  by  R.  Houghton, 

Eden,  Fitjo,  by  J.  I.  Whittaker, 

EvaiiKton, 

Hinstlale,  by  Rev.  W.  R.  DuU-hcr, 

Kane  Co.,  L., 

Lamoille, 

Moline,  Mrs.  Amy  Gordon, 

Paxton,  by  Dea.  Bushnell, 

Rockford,  by  J.  G.  Penfleld, 

Rook  Island,  A  Friend, 

Solon  Mills,  by  R.  R.  Crosby. 

Wheaton,  First,  by  J.  Gleason, 

Wyanet, 

Wyoming,  Rev.  W.  Walters, 

MISSOURI— $28.60. 

Neosho,  First,  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Smith, 

Palmyra,  Rev.  J.  F.  Graf, 

Stokes  Mound,  by  Rev.  I.  Carleton, 

MICHIGAN— $275.26. 
Received  by  Rev.  L.  Warren : 


S8S40 

500 

10  QO 

10  00 

664 

700 

1S(<0 

500 

500 

981 

9» 


17  16 


AshviUe,  by  Rev.  E.  D.  Kelsey, 

Barryville,   $1.80;    Lumberland,   $1,  by 

Rev.  F.  Kyte,  9  80 

Brooklyn,  Legacy  of  Rufua  R.  Graves,  by 

T.  C.  Pollock  and  others.  Exs.,  10,000  00 

Canton,  by  Rev.  0.  W.  Fitield,  7  00 

Chenango  Forks,  by  Rev.  E.  W.  Root,  6  00 

Columbus,  First,  by  Rev.  L  B.  Allen,  90  00 

East  Bloomfleld,  81  17 

Fairport,  by  W.  W.  Howard,  76  00 

Franklin,  by  F.  W.  Bartlett,  17  68 

Qasportf  by  Bev.  E.  Howard,  14  60 

£eemvilie,  Mra.  0.  Andrews,  1  ^ 


G.  A.  Pol-  ^ 

$9  00 

82  60 
Miss  Fisher's  Sab.-8chool  class,    6  OO 


Grand  Rapids,  Rev 

lard, 
Manistee, 


80  OO 
12  60 


500 
4  16 

600 


IS  00 

80  00 

e» 

S'Xl 

780 

260  00 

4«83 

35  W 

500 

9  46 

500 

25(H) 

.^88 

lUOO 

200 

500 

600 

600 

2100 

400 

850 

Almont,  Hiram  Sherman, 

Alpena,  Woman's  Miss.  Soa,  by  Miss  J.  if. 

Banks,  First,  by  Rev.  G.  N.  Coulter, 
Big  Prairie,  by  Rev.  D.  Betles 
Clare,  add'l,  by  Rev.  A.  H.  Norris, 
Delta,  8.  Throop,  $6;  E.  Throop,  $1, 
Gaylord  and  Roscommon,  by  Rev.  T.  NieW, 
Grass  Lake,  J.  Swift,      ^  „  ,      . 
Litchfield,  First,  by  J.  M.  Valentine, 
Lodi,  Eli  Benton, 
Lodington,  by  Rev.  R.  Lewia, 
Northyort,  by  Rev.  P.  F.  McClelland, 
St.  Johns,  First,  by  A.  J.  Baldwin, 
Saranac,  by  Rev.  E.  W.  8h«w, 
TuBlln,  Rev.  S    S.  Haines  and  wife, 
'^Yitti^VYVna^b^  B«v.  C.  It.  8eav«r, 


40  00 
10  00 

S5  00 

75 

800 

1*60 
$(^ 
lOO 

16  2 

jQlO 

itw 

40  ^ 

5oo 

900 
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WISCONSIN— $411.98. 

Applcton,  OatagAinie  H.  IL  Soc.,  by  J. 
Tibbita, 

OutaffHinie  Miss.  Soo.,  by  Rev.  H.  M. 
Conbie, 

▲arorAviUe,  Sabbath- school,  for  the  Debt, 
by  Rev.  B.  N.  Ruddock, 

Beloit,  Second,  by  Rev.  H.  A.  Miner, 

Berlin,  by  H.  Joslyn, 

Bristol  and  Paris,  by  Rev.  L.  Clapp,  to 
conKt.  Rev.  T.  Oilleapie  a  L.  M., 

Coloma  and  Hancock,  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Don- 
aldson, 

Delavan,  by  W.  A.  Cochran, 

Kiroy,  First,  $7.19;  Rev.  R.  Qnaife,  $2.81, 

Friendship  and  New  Chester,  by  Rev.  P. 
R.  SUples 

Jamestown,  add'l,  by  Rev.  N.  Mayno, 

Mauston,  First,  by  Rev.  J.  P.  Oaliger, 

MarkeHan,  by  Rev.  G.  H.  Cate, 

Milwaukee,  Spring  Street,  by  L.  A.  War- 
ren, 

Oak  Creek,  Union,  by  Rev.  D.  R.  Ander- 
son, 

Peshtigo,  by  Rev.  L.  W.  Winslow, 

River  Falls.  First,  by  G.  B.  Merrick, 

Sharon,  First,  by  Rev.  A.  M.  Case, 

Two  Rivers,  by  Rev.  T.  G.  Pearce, 

Waapaca,  by  Rev.  M.  Alley, 

Wei(tfleld,  by  Rev.  D.  A.  Campbell, 

IOWA— $241.69. 

Beacon.  Welsh,  by  Rev.  C.  D.  Jones, 
•    Bloomfield,  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Homer, 

Cincinnati  and  Mt.  Hope,  by  Rev.  A.  S. 

EUiott. 
Des  Moines,  Woman*s  Miss.  Soc.  of  Ply- 
mouth, by  Mrs.  J.  H.  Merrill, 
Elk  River,  $7;  Preston,  $9.25,  by  Rev.  0. 

Emerson, 
Fairfield,  by  Mrs.  A.  S.  Averill, 
Grand  Riv»r,  First,  by  Rev.  D.  Knowles, 
Humboldt,  add'l,  by  Rev.  C.  W.  Wiley, 
Ke\\ogi(,  First,  by  Rev.  H.  8.  Thompson, 
Keokuk,  by  Dr.  W.  Bancroft, 
Maquokcta,  J.  McCloy, 
PoHtville.  Rev.  L.  P.  Mathews, 
Sabula,  First,  by  Rev.  J.  Alderson, 

MINNESOTA— $86.17. 

Received  by  W.  Cheney,  Treas.  Minn.  H. 
M.  Soc.: 

Excelsior,  $7  00 

MinneapoUs,  Plymouth,  20  17 


Mantorville,  First,  by  Rev.  W.  Gill, 
Monticello,  by  Rev.  D.  Jenkins, 
Worthington,  Union,  by  Rev.  H.  B.  Tuttle, 

KANSAS— $185.38. 

Blue  Rapids,  by  J.  S.  Dawes, 

Burlington,  Firxt,  by  Rev.  E.  Cleveland, 

Climax,  Pleasant  Ridge  and  Western  Park, 
by  Rev.  L.  H.  Piatt, 

Council  Grove,  First,  $16;   Hill  Spring, 
$6,  by  Rev.  L.  Armsby, 

Garfield  and  Kingsley,  $2.60;  E.  Kings- 
ley,  $6,  by  Rev.  H.  Hoddle, 
'  Independence,  First,  by  Rev.  W.  T.  Hay- 
ward, 

Lawrence,  Pilgrim,   $10;    Barker,  addU, 
$4,  by  Rev.  A.  M.  Richardson, 

Quindaro,  $3.49 ;  Wyandotte  Forest,  $6.51, 
by  Rev.  F.  E.  Sherman, 

Rock  Creek,  $1.17;    Valley  Brook  $2.50, 
by  Rev.  G.  W.  Skinner, 

Tonganoxie,  First,  by  Rev.  H.  E.  Wood- 
cock, 

Verdigris  Falts  and  Tates  Center,  First, 
by  Rev.  J.  W.  Richardaon, 

Washaia,  by  Bev.  L.  Newooznb, 


$80  00 

60  00 

5  51 

86  00 
60  00 

85  68 

10  00 
22  25 

10  00 

4  00 
1  00 
1  06 
4  67 

26  00 

10  00 
10  00 
21  00 

800 
12  50 
15  00 

1  25 

80  60 
3  20 

22  00 
26  00 

16  25 

10  00 

8  00 

1  00 

10  00 

80  74 

5  00 

26  00 

10  00 


27  17 

34  00 

20  00 

5  00 


1  76 

20  00 

11  00 

21  00 
7  60 

83  60 

14  00 

10  00 

3  67 

626 

600 
1  60 


NEBRASKA— $110.74. 

Central  City,  A  Friend,  by  Rev.  JL-  Fitch,       $1  00 
DeWitt,  $12 ;  Western,  $7.85,  by  Rev.  D. 

J.  Jones, 
Dorchester,  by  Rev.  H.  A.  French, 
Glencoe  and  Soribner,  by  Rev.  W.  Bruce, 
Greenwogd,   $6 ;  Waverly,  add'l,<  $4,  by 

Rev.  M.  F.  Piatt, 
Lincoln,  Woman's  Miss.  Soc.,  $27.25 ;  cA., 

$2.75,  by  Rev.  L.  Gregory, 
Norfolk,  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Kidder, 
Omaha,    Sabbath-school,  by  Rev.   A.  F. 

Sherrill,  for  the  Debt, 
Strahmbnrg,  A  Friend,  by  Rev.  C.  Seo- 

combe, 

DAKOTA— $80.98. 

Yankton,  First,  by  E.  C.  Dudley, 

OREGON— $11.00. 
Forest  Grove,  by  J.  W.  Marsh, 

WASHINGTON  TERRITORY-  $17.60. 

Olympia,  Mrs.  H.  Brown,  by  Rev.  O.  H. 

Atkinson,  D.D.,  6  00 

Sehome,    Bellingham    Bay,    by    Rev.   P. 

Harrison,  12  60 

HOME  MISSIONARY,  11  81 


19  86 

1  33 

12  06 

10  CO 

80  00 
1  60 

80  00 

600 

80  98 

11  00 

FOR  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  WORK, 
[See  Leafl^  for  particulars.] 


$25,614  10 
187  83 

$25,761  98 


Donationa  of  Clothing^  etc. 

Bloomfield,  N.   J.,  Benjamin  DeForest,  by 

Mrs.  Huldah  Coe.  bundle. 
Brooklyn,  Ct.,   Ladies'  Char.  Soo  ,  by  Mrs, 

B.  Robinson,  barrel, 
Hebron,  Ct.,  Ladies'  Benev.  Soc.,  by  Mrs. 

Jasper  Porter,  bbl., 
Keene.  N.  H.,  Woman's  Miss.  Soc.  of  First 

Ch..  by  Miss  EUen  M.  Hills,  bbl., 
Plainville,  Ct.,  Ladies'  Benev.  Soo  ,  by  Mrs. 

L.  Hough,  box, 
Saco,  Mo.,  Ladieit'  Soc.,  box. 
Say  brook,  Ct ,  L.  B.Ward,  bbl. 
Stonington,  Ct.,  Fir«t  Ch..  by  Miss  M.  Stan- 
ton, communion  set  and  freight, 
SnfBeld,   Ct.,  Ladies'  Soc.,  by  Mrs.  W.  L. 

Loomis,  bbl.  and  freight, 
Thomaston,   Ct.,    Ladies,    by   Miu   C.  B. 

Thomas,  box  and  cash. 
Vernon,  Ct.,  Ladies,  by  Miss  S.  G.  Butler, 

bbl.. 
West  Brookfleld,  Mass.,  Ladies'  Dorcas  Soa, 

by  MrR.  L.  A.  Gleason,  bbl.. 
West  Chester,  N.  H.,  W.  D.  Abbott,  bundle 

of  books. 


$94  00 

60  00 

70  29 

70  00 
100  00 

26  00 

92  84 

60  00 

78  00 

BectiptM   qf  the  Jfaetachuaetta   Horns' MUnUmarv 
^Society ^  in  September^  Chablxs  DxafOUD,  Trea», 


Abington,  First, 

Andover,  South,  by  E.  Taylor, 

West,  by  B.  Boynton, 
Atkinson,  N.  U.,  Mrs.  Maria  P.  Little, 
Auburn,  add'], 

B.  F.  Lamed, 
Bcmardston,  by  D.  L.  Sammis, 
Beverly,  Dane  Street, 

North,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Oonant, 
Blllerica,  Ladies, 
Boston,  Charlestown,  First, 
Winthrop, 


$23  02 

418  00 

112  82 

5  00 

22  27 

10  00 

29  81 

4ft  00 

10  00 

600 

50  (H) 
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Old  South,  by  L.  M.  ChUd,  odd^l, 

Union, 

Vine  Street,  mon.  con., 

L.  H.  Barnard, 

HiM  Wheeler, 

H.  M.  Li», 

Bm  W., 
Bradford,  Elijah  Bradstreet, 
Braintree,  FirKt,  by  A.  B.  Keith, 
Gampello,  8.  8., 
Culeraine,  by  D.  L.  Sammia, 
Curtiavlile,  by  D.  B.  Beckwith, 
Danvera,  Pirat,  by  Geo.  Topley, 
Enfield,  by  B.  D.  Woods, 
Eureka,  Nev.,  A  Friend, 
Falmoath,  Lc^cy  of  Mrs.  Abigail  Lewis,  by 

Thomas  Lewis,  Ex., 

North, 
Fitch  burg,  Gal.,  by  A  S.  Dole, 

Mrs.  Stephen  Dole, 
Foxboro,  West,  Miss  Jerusha  M.  Pond, 
Framinghain,  South,  A.,       . 
Gardner,  by  U.  Lawrence, 
Hadley,  North,  by  J.  C.  Howe, 
Hampden  Benev.  Asso.,  by  C.  Marsh,  Tr.: 

Blandford,  |31  59 

«   Holyoke,  Second,  17  91 

ICouson,  49  48 

South  Hadley  Falls,  First,  5t>  66 

108  4J8 


Springfield,  First, 

W.  Springfield,  Mittineague, 

Haverhill  Center, 

Holbrook,  Winthrop,  yearly  bequest 

of  E.  N.  H., 

£.  E.  H., 


80  00 


f 300  00 
60  00 


Ipswich,  South, 

Labrador,  B.  R.  S., 

Lynn,  Central,  by  P.  C.  Knapp, 

Mon.  con., 
Lynnfleld,  South, 
Maiden,  A  Friend, 
Mass.,  Unknown, 

Mt.  Washington,  summer  boarders, 
Newbury,  First,  by  J.  Little, 

Ladies'  H.  M.  Soc.  of  First,  to  const.  Miss 

M.  J.  Coffin  a  L.  M., 
Kewbur>port,   Belleville,  to  const.  Joshua 

Hate  and  Mrs.  Lucy  Hale  L.  Ms., 
Newton,  West,  Legacy  of  Mrs.  C.  Campbell, 

by  Peter  Hobart,  Ex., 
North  Andover,  by  J.  8.  Sanborn, 
North  Brookfleld,  First,  by  J.  B.  Porter,  to 

const.  E.  H.  Jones  and  C.  W.  Drury  L.  Ma., 
Norton,  by  E.  Freeman, 
Orange, 

Paxton,  by  J.  O.  Keep, 
Peabody,  Friends, 
Pern, 

Quincy,  Wollaston, 
Blading,  Friends, 
Salem,  Crombie  Street, 

Mp«.  E.  B.  Mansfield, 
Scitnate,  Trinitarian, 
Sherbom,  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Dowse, 
South  Hadley,  First,  by  J.  Dickinson, 
Springfield.  C.  M., 
Taunton,  Union,  Quarterly  offering, 
Walpole,  by  J.  N.  Sherman, 

Ladies*  Bener.  Soc., 
Wenham, 
Westboro,  G., 
Weymouth,  South,  Second,  of  wh.  f  26  from 

Mrs.  Siisa  T.  Loud,  to  const.  Mrs.  C.  A. 

Terry,  Mrs,  G.  L .  Whitmore  and  A.  B. 

Shaw  L.  Ma., 


|«1  00 

6  10 

15  00 

8  00 

15  00 

200 

200 

10  00 

860 

88  68 

10  00 

18  10 

100  00 

100  00 

8  00 

200  00 

20  eo 

11  80 

10  00 

27 

2  00 

66  70 

4  00 

270  80 

68  00 

260  00 

20  00 

10  00 

62  76 

12  81 

8  91 

6  00 

40  70 

6(v00 

86  07 

80  00 
601  70 


26  00 

80  00 

60  00 

26  00 

4  48 

6  87 

1  00 

23  60 

10  00 

10  OU 

68  52 

26  00 

12  00 

500 

41  00 

600  OU 

29  18 

81  61 

20  00 

11  40 

Worcester,  Central  8.  8.,  Okk  of  thx  Thou- 

BAND,  fao  00 

Home  Missionary,  1  dO 


6  00 


U6  00 


For  Sunday-School  Work  [nee  particular 
acknowledgments  in  i>q[/Cer], 


$4,079  28 
67  «2 


Donation*  of  Clothing^  ele.,  recefoM  at  the  <t#fctf  ^ 
the  Mass.  Honu  Mi$$.  Soc.j  Boston. 


Anbumdale,  Friends,  barrel, 

Barre,  by  Mrs.  O.  Clark,  barrel, 

Boston,   South,    Phillips,    by    Mrs.    C.  W. 

Angier,  barrel, 
Braintree,  First,  by  Miss  8.  H.  Thayer,  barrel, 
Cohasset,  by  Rev.  M.  A.  Stevens,  barrel, 
Ipswich,  by  Miiss  L.  R.  Farley,  two  barrels, 
Ludlow,  Center,  by  Miss  I.  W.  Jones,  barrel, 
Reading,  by  Mrs.  D.  M.  Damon,  barrel, 
Sunderland,  Dorca^t  Soc.,  barrel, 
Walpole,  by  Mrs.  Mary  P.  Stetson,  barrd, 
Weymouth,  South,  Second,  barrel, 
Winchester,  by  Mrs.  C.  W.  Abbott,  barrel. 


178  00 
63  00 

127  76 

129  00 
76  00 

1^00 
40  08 
80  00 
88  81 

122  60 
86  00 

90  n 


Becetpta    of  the    Connecticut    Home     Mbukmart 
Soctetjfy  in  September^  Wabd  W.  Jacobs,  Tyecw. 

Abington,  by  Rev.  A.  Montgomery, 
Burlington,  by  Dea.  SamU  Ruffidl, 
Colchester,  First,  by  E.  Ransom, 
Clinton,  by  D.  W.  Stevens,   $80  of  wh.,  to 

const.  Dan^l  W.  Stevens  a  L.  M., 
Canton,  Center,  by  David  B.  Hubbard, 
Durham,  First,  by  Rev.  A  8.  Cheaebrough, 
Hartford,  South,  by  W.  L.  Squire, 
Long  Ridge,  by  Rev.  B.  H.  Parmelee, 
Middletown,  First,  by  H.  B.  Sawyer, 

South,  by  Benjamin  Douglass, 
New  Preflton,  by  H.  P.  Burnhain, 
New  Haven.  East,  by  J.  D.  Mallory, 
Seymour,  by  J.  L.  Spencer, 
South  Merlden,  by  Rev.  B.  B.  Crane, 
Wilton,  by  Hev.  8.  J.  M.  Mcrwin, 
Windham,  by  Wm.  Swift, 
Windfeor,  by  J.  W.  Baker, 
Willington,  by  Rev.  E.  Colton, 

$698  61 


$16  00 

20  00 

160  00 

88  25 

22  CO 

40  00 

160  00 

90  00 

24  00 

27  85 

68  50 

20  00 

20  00 

11  00 

748 

89  98 

10  00 

900 

Seoeipte  of  the  Ohio  Home  MiMionary  Sodettf^  in 
September ^  F.  C.  Sebbxons,  Ireae, 

Atwater,  by  H,  E.  Brush, 
Chagrin  Falls,  by  R.  M.  Walters, 
Cincinnati,  Seventh  Street,  by  L.  J.  HopUna, 
Lowell,  by  E.  G.  Toothaker, 
Medina,  by  W.  P.  Clark, 
Monroe,  by  Isaac  Amor, 
Oberlin,  Second,  by  E.  Regal, 
Toledo,  First,  add'l,  by  M.  Brigham, 
Received  by  Rev.  S.  Wolcott,  D.D.,  Sec. : 

Cleveland,   Franklin  SL,   by  Rev.  8.  B. 
Shipman, 

Freedom,  addU,  by  L.  Bryant, 

$262  69 


$26  IB 

10  78 

26  00 

200 

22  00 

18  10 

87  79 

100  00 

700 

925 

I 


In  all  oases  where  remittances  are  made  by  post-office  orders,  let  them  be  drawn  on 
Vi^ATiON  D.,  New  York  City,  and  made  payable  to  Wm.  Hbnbt  Smith,  Treasorer. 
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Go, Preach  the  Gospel Mark  xvi.  15. 

How  shall  they  preach  except  they  be  sent  ?  .  Bom.  x.  15. 
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THE   NATIONAL  CONGREGATIONAL  COUNCIL. 

The  meeting  of  this  body,  lately  held  at  Detroit,  was  one  thnt  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  friends  of  Home  Missions.  The  composition  of  the  Council  was  of 
itself  interesting.  Of  the  275  voting  members  206  were  ministers,  and  only  69 
laymen ;  and  of  the  21  other  honorary  or  ex-officio  members  only  2  were  laymen — 
giving  a  total  of  225  ministers  and  71  laymen,  or  296  in  all.  It  is  a  somewhat 
striking  fact  that  in  a  national  council  of  churches  whose  professed  faith  and 
order  make  so  much  of  "the  brethren,"  these  furnished  less  than  one-quarter  of 
the  membership.  Of  the  whole  296,  Massachusetts  sent  58;  New  England,  113; 
and  the  whole  East,  including  Ohio,  159 — a  decided  majority.  But  the  delegation 
from  the  Interior  and  the  West — the  true  and  great  theater  of  home  missionary 
operations,  where  the  need  of  this  Society  is  most  felt,  and  its  work  best.known — 
was  full,  strong,  earnest,  and  influential.  It  came  largely  to  taste  of  blessed  fellow- 
ship with  believers  of  like  faith  and  order,  like«6pirit  and  work,  but  it  came  also 
to  re-enforce,  if  ijt  might,  the  vigor  of  the  common  Christian  enterprises  in  which, 
East  or  West,  we  are  alike  engaged — these  great  home  and  foreign  missionary  causes. 
It  was  in  the  heart  of  that  whole  body  to  give  fresh  impulse  to  these  wide-reaching 
agencies  of  our  time.  What  of  inquiry  was  made  and  discussion  evoked  respect- 
ing the  management  of  any  of  these  societies  seemed  bom  of  a  deep-seated  and'* 
urgent  desire  to  give  them  yet  larger  place  in  the  confidence  of  the  churches,  and> 
to  make  them  yet  more  efficient  for  their  work.  No  man  could  have  mingled  with 
those  brethren  and  gone  through  that  meeting,  we  should  say,  without  receiving 
on  his  heart  a  fresh  baptism  and  a  higher  consecration  to  this  service  of  Christ  the 
Lord.  There  were  the  hrfud-wom  veterans  and  the  young  ardent  recruits  who  had 
come  np  from  every  part  of  our  field  of  toil,  their  hearts  aglow  and  minds  aflame 
with  the  one  glorious  thought  of  bringing  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Redeemer. 
Surely  out  of  such  gatherings,  preserved  from  ecclesiasticism  but  full  of  the  spirit 
of  devotion  and  fellowship,  will  come  a  steadily  augmenting  power  and  a  growing 
determination  to  replenish  with  increasing  strength  every  accepted  instrumental- 
ity for  so  bringing  in  that  kingdom  to  possess  this  and  all  the  lands.  God  hasten 
it  in  his  time  I 

The  diBCuaaion  of  matters  pertaining  to  this  Society  was  full  and  fcee^  earnest  and. 
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cordial ;  the  outcome  of  it,  a  most  hearty  and  thorough  endorsement  of  the  Soci- 
ety, its  administnition  and  work.  We  make  no  apology  for  spreading  that  por- 
tion of  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  at  full  length  on.  these  pages.  It  is  due  to 
our  friends  and  the  public  that  nothing  should  be  omitted.  No  doubt,  had  other 
business  of  the  Council  permitted,  the  representatives  of  the  Society,  who  were 
there  to  furnish  information,  might  have  thrown  additional  facts  into  the  common 
stock.  But,  perhaps,  that  was  hardly  necessary.  The  papers  which  follow  these 
introductory  paragraphs  may  be  quite  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  We  gratefully 
recognize  the  expressions  of  broad,  deep  sympathy  and  confidence  that  have  been 
pouring  in  upon  the  Society  and  its  ofiBcers  from  every  quarter,  and  esj^ially  of 
late,  and  we  go  forward  in  this  Home  Missionary  work  to  which  we  are  consecrated 
with  new  strength  in  the  light  and  love  given  to  us  at  the  late  national  Council. 

First  in  order  comes  the  paper  read  before  the  Council  by  one  of  the  Secreta- 
ries, on  behalf  of  the  Society,  presenting,  in  brief  outline,  some  facts  respecting 
its  resources,  work,  and  results  in  the  past,  and  its  work  and  wants  in  the  future. 


STATEMENT  COVERINa  1875-1877. 

These  years  since  the  last  meeting  of  this  body  have  been  three  years  of  re- 
markable, I  might  say  unequal ed,  prosperity  with  the  American  Home  Missionary 
Society.  The  visible  favor  of  God  has  rested  upon  its  work  in  a  most  striking 
manner,  and  the  confidence  of  his  people  has  sustained  it  to  a  degree  beyond  any- 
thing in  its  previous  history. 

GBOWTH   OF   RECEIPTS,    AND  OP  WORK. 

Tliis  period  has  witnessed  widespread,  severe,  and  continuous  financial  distress 
over  all  the  land.  We  might  reasonably  have  expected  that  at  such  a  time  the 
operations  of  a  society,  possessed  of  no  permanent  funds  and  absolutely  depend- 
ent upon  the  "  daily  offering,"  would  be  disastrously  crippled.  But  the  receipts 
have  never  been  greater  ;  have,  indeed,  never  been  so  large.  In  these  three  years 
they  have  reached  a  total  of  $913,038,  a  gain  of  $60,260  on  the  preceding  three 
jears,  or  more  than  $20,000  a  year.  This  sum,  it  should  also  be  said  in  grateful 
■comparison,  exceeds  by  $347,745,  or  more  than  $115,000  a  year,  the  receipts  of 
Any  three  years  during  Presbyterian  co-operation  with  us.  In  all  fairness,  more- 
over, we  should  add  to  this  tottil  a  class  of  receipts  greatly  augmented — almost 
called  into  being — within  a  few  years,  and  which,  though  not  cash,  have  a  just 
<claim  to  1)6  considered  and  acknowledged,  since  they  are  a  substantial  part  of  the 
aresources  by  which  the  Society  is  enabled  to  extend  its  work,  and  are  alike 
•elicited  and  distributed  under  its  care;  I  refer  to  those  "family  supplies''  which 
express  the  interest  and  sacrifices  of  many  circles  of  women.  This  class  of  receipts* 
*added  to  those  of  the  treasury,  swelled  the  available  resources  of  the  Society  to 
$1,11^,000  for  this  period  of  three  years,  just  closed. 

Fifteen  years  ago  our  Presbyterian  brethren  withdrew  and  left  the  Society  to 
'Congregational  support.  Distributing  the  time  into  periods  of  three  y^rs  each, 
it  19  gratifying  to  note  the  steady,  uniform,  and  continuous  growth  of  cash  receipts 
trough  the  whole. 

Prom  1863  to  '65  incl.  they  were  (dropping  minor  figures) $567,000 

From  1866  to  '68  incl.  they  were 1)51,000 

IProm  1869  to  '71  incl.  they  were 774,000 

Froml872  to  '74  incl.  they  were 852,0()f0 

fVom  1875  to  '77  incl.  they  were 912,000 
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'  In  these  fifteen  years  the  membership  of  our  churches  increased  84}  per  cent. 
But  the  cath,  receipts  of  this  Society  grew  more  than  60  per  cent.,  and  its  total 
receipts  (including  '*  family  supplies  ^^)  more  than  06  per  cent 

Facts  like  these  carry  their  own  cheering  promise. 

If  now  wo  turn  to  other  points,  the  prosperity  of  the  last  three  years  is  made 
equally  manifest. 

The  names  of  996  missionaries  appear  on  the  report  of  1877 ;  17  more  than  the 
year  before ;  44  more  than  in  1875 ;  262  more  than  were  on  that  list  14  years  ago, 
after  our  Presbyterian  friends  had  completely  withdrawn.  A  healthy  and  re- 
markable growth  I  These  996  missionaries  are  almost  precisely  40  per  cent,  of 
the  ministers  engaged  in  pastoral  work  reported  in  our  last  Congregational  min- 
utes ;  another  significant  and  impressive  fact  I  They  were  in  charge  of  2,190  con- 
gregations and  missionary  districts — a  gratifying  increase  of  more  than  500  such 
districts  within  ten  years.  Covering  so  wide  an  area  with  their  faithful  and  devoted 
labors,  they  were  the  pastors  of  over  1,200  churches,  t.^.,  more  than  one-third  of 
all  the  Congregational  churches  in  our  country — not  the  strongest  now,  but  destined, 
many  of  them,  to  be  the  churches  of  the  next  and  future  generations.  The  Sun- 
day-schools under  their  personal  supervision  enrolled  last  year  more  than  86,000 
members — an  increase  of  22,000  in  ten  years — constituting  fully  one-fifth,  not 
quite  one-fourth,  of  the  entire  Sunday-school  membership  connected  with  our  de- 
nomination. 

During  this  period  of  three  years,  231  churches  were  organized,  against  220  in 
the  preceding  three,  and  over  100  were  strengthened  to  self-support  and  added  to 
the  list  of  our  stronger  churches ;  15,131  hopeful  conversions  at  the  missionary  sta- 
tions were  reported — a  number  greater  by  several  thousands  than  we  find  reported 
in  any  former  corresponding  period ;  22,262  were  added  to  the  missionary  churches. 
That  is,  26|  per  cent,  of  all  the  additions  to  our  Congregational  churches  in  this 
country  on  profession  of  faith  during  this  period  were  in  connection  with  those 
churches  and  missionaries  aided  by  this  Society. 

These  have  indeed  been  **  troublous  times.'*  But  the  walls  of  our  beloved  Zion 
have  been  going  up  all  the  while.  Brethren  I  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  weary  you 
with  details,  but  we  desire  you  to  see,  as  we  do,  the  grace  and  power  of  God  in 
bearing  forward  this  noble  work  in  dark  hours,  and  our  reason  for  saying  that 
this  period  has  been  one  of  unexampled  prosperity  with  this  Society. 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Executive  Committee  was  advised,  at  the  New  Haven  Council,  of  the  desire 
of  the  churches  that  we  should  undertake  the  missionary  Sunday-school  work. 
Always  loyal  to  the  clearly  ascertained  wishes  of  the  churches,  this  Society  has 
already  entered  upon  that  work.  I  need  not  detail  the  steps  requisite  to  adjust 
matters,  which  culminated  at  length,  a  year  since,  in  the  transfer  of  this  interest- 
ing department  of  service  to  the  Society.  We  have  entered  upon  it ;  and  now 
whatever  the  energy  or  wisdom  of  the  Executive  Committee  can  do  to  make  it  a 
success  will  bo  done.  Already  the  new  department  is  represented  by  the  monthly 
issue  of  The  Leaflet^  designed  to  gather  a  fresh  constituency  to  its  support  We 
bespeak  for  this  little  agent  and  messenger  your  generous  word  and  help. 

This  Council  will,  no  doubt,  remember  that  at  New  Haven  it  advised,  with  equal 
emphasis,  that  a  '*  separate  annual  collection  *^  be  taken  for  this  missionary  Sunday- 
school  work  when  the  new  arrangement  should  be  brought  about  Brethren,  we 
have  to  make  known  to  you  that  the  churches  will  not  listen  to  your  advice. 
They  decline  to  take  that  separate  annual  collection  for  this  work.  What  shall 
^76  do  aboat  it  ?    The  Comicil  was  free  to  advise ;  and  the  churches;  for  which  it 


/ 
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professed  to  speak,  have  sbown  themselves  appreciative  of  their  liberty  to  dedine  1 
Meantime  we  are  resorting  to  the  Sunday-schools  and  seeking  a  constituency  and  a 
support  for  this  new  department  among  them.  The  receipts  for  it,  as  yet  quite 
small,  are  slowly  increasing.  Bat  we  are  ready  to  ask :  May  we  not  look  to  the 
churches  in  this  Council,  which  then  largely  secured  the  change,  so  to  advise  at 
this  time  as  to  open  the  doors  and  secure  funds  necessary  to  make  this  department 
a  really  complete  success  t 

WHY  IN  aruears  if  so  frosfered? 

And  now,  brethren,  we  shall  bo  asked  how  it  is  that  the  Society  should  ever  find 
itself  burdened  and  in  arrears  after  or  amidst  a  peiiod  of  enlarged  prosperity  t 
This  question  and  its  answer  are  worth  a  mementos  attention.  First  of  all,  the 
older  part  of  our  country,  the  chief  giving  area,  is  calling  for  more  help  to  meet 
its  own  increasing  wants.  New  England,  itself,  is,  and  is  likely  to  be,  increasingly 
home  missionary  ground.  Its  Roman  Catholic  population  already  nmnberB 
800,000.  Its  ancient  rural  seats  of  strong  Christian  life  are,  many  of  them,  falling 
into  decay.  A  foreign  people,  with  other  faith,  usurps  much  of  the  old  home- 
stead. The  Middle  States  are  demanding  more  men  and  money.  On  that  part  of 
our  country  from  Maine  to  Ohio  inclusive,  the  Society  was  forced  to  expend 
$21,000  more  in  1877  than  in  1874  when  tliis  Council  last  met,  and  we  are  to 
expect  this  to  go  on  increasingly. 

Then,  this  great  Interior — comprising  eleven  States,  beginning  here  at  the 
Detroit  River  and  sweeping  round  so  as  to  take  in  Dakota,  Colorado,' and  Kansas 
-rcalls  f or  ^^more  men  and  more  money^'*'*  They  were  receiving  at  last  report 
$20,000  a  year  more  than  when  this  Council  last  met.  This  very  State  where  we 
meet  is  drawing  $3,520  more  than  then. 

It  is  not  simply  that  new  settlements  are  made  and  new  openings  presented  here 
in  the  Interior,  but  so  great  have  been  the  ravages  of  fire  and  flood,  of  drooght 
and  loeiistf  devastating  vast  regions  in  this  time,  that  the  people  have  been  specially 
impoverished  and  the  resources  of  the  Society  more  severely  taxed.  Churches  that 
had  come,  or  were  just  coming  to  self-support,  have  been  in  many  instances 
thrown  back  heavily  upon  the  treasury  ;  and  those  yet  weaker  have  been  com- 
pelled to  seek  yet  larger  aid  in  order  to  preserve  the  Gospel  to  themselves  and  the 
communities  around  them. 

Meantime  the  regions  beyond  this  Interior — the  newer,  vaster,  poorer,  less-orga- 
nized and  less- evangelized  Territories  and  States,  stretching  down  to  the  Gulf ; 
stretching  across  the  mountain  chains;  stretching  far  away  along  the  Pacific 
shores ;  all  of  them  filling  up  with  a  population  eager,  restless,  unwilling  to  pay 
for  the  Gospel  but  most  needing  its  restraints  and  its  mercy— these,  too,  have 
been  calling  on  the  Society  in  words  that  could  not  be  misunderstood  nor  wholly 
denied. 

The  country  and  the  work  grow  faster  than  the  means.  Its  spiritual  wants  and 
desolations  grow,  and  are  not  overtaken.  That  is  the  main  answer  to  this  question 
before  us.  Even  Western  men  do  not  yet  comprehend  our  country  or  appreciate 
the  rapidity  of  its  expansion,  any  more  than  the  destined  giandeur  of  it,  if  it  be 
filled  with  Christ  and  his  kingdom. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  this  Society,  standing  at  the  center  of  a  multiplied 
correspondence  from  every  quarter  of  the'land, — full  of  pathetic  appeal,  full  of 
convincing  argument,  as  that  correspondence  is,  for  immediate  assistance  here  or 
there  and  on  a  large  scale  often,  were  either  more,  or  less  than  human  if  they 
failed  to  feel,  and  to  yield,  sometimes,  even  where  the  prospect  is  not  clear,  and 
■0O  to  make  grants  that  may  at  times  tax  the  faith  and  patience  of  the  saints  before 
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tbey  can  be  filled.  For  yeai)s  this  Society  has  been  urgently  seeking  to  carry  mor^ 
of  the  stream  of  Eastern  contributions  across  this  great  Interior  and  expend  its 
volume  where  it  seems  more  needed.  But  this  congeries  of  mighty  and  wealthy 
States,  despite  every  effort,  continue  to  drink  their  fill,  leaving  but  a  scanty  rivulet 
for  Texas,  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Utah,  Arizona,  Nevada,  Idaho,  Montana,  Wash- 
ington, Oregon — those  yet  mightier  empires  further  West,  already  taking  shape 
and  moral  character  for  generations  to  come.  Brethren  I  we  have  great  heaviness , 
and  continual  sorrow  of  heart  at  New  York  over  this  thing.  The  few  men  we 
are  able  to  place  in  tliose  more  distant  regions  faint  and  fall,  overburdened  and 
sad.  They  plead  for  men  and  money  to  enable  them  to  fill  at  least  the  more 
promising  openings.  They  would  rejoice  could  they  be  permitted  to  occupy  even 
one  in  ten  of  those  new  centers  of  power  for  Christ.  But,  with  no  more  gain  than 
f  20,000  a  year — with  New  England  and  the  Middle  States  increasing  home  con- 
sumption at  the  rate  of  $7,000  a  year,  and  this  great  Interior  increasing  its 
demand  at  the  rate  of  another  $7,000  or  $8,000 — it  is  clear  as  light  that  we  can 
have  little  left  for  adding  to  force  in  these  regions  beyond.  The  margin  is  not 
large  enough.  Brethren  I  This  increase  of  cash  receipts  must  be  $50,000  a  year 
instead  of  $20,000,  as  in  these  last  three  years  now  under  review,  if  we  are  to 
prosecute  our  Divine  mission  in  the  newer  regions  as  their  spiritual  needs  demand. 

GRATEFUL  TO  COMHITTBBS  AND  IdSSIONABIES. 

The  Society  has  reason  to  be  grateful  to  the  missionary  committees,  all  over  the 
land,  for  the  vigilance  and  fidelity  with  which  luost  if  not  all  of  them  have  con- 
scientiously sought  economy  and  efficiency  in  the  service,  in  both  a  careful  scrutiny 
of  applications  and  of  men.  With  rare  exceptions  the  missionaries  have  been 
men  of  God,  doing  good  service.  Their  works  praise  them.  They  have  endured 
trial  during  the  financial  straits  of  the  Society  often  with  a  sublime  foilitude  and 
the  heroism  of  a  loving  faith.  The  churches  of  our  order  that  sent  them  forth 
can  reward  them  only  as  they  strengthen  their  hands  and  cheer  their  hearts  by 
giving  them  means  and  power  to  work  more  fruitfully  for  thsir  chosen  Lord. 

Brethren  of  the  Council,  is  it  not  possible  that  an  infiuence  may  be  sent  forth, 
here  and  now,  so  mighty  of  spiritual  impulse,  so  cheering,  so  stimulating  to  a 
yet  juster  apprehension  of  the  worth  of  our  land  and  the  dangers  that  encompass 
and  fill  it ;  so  stimulating  also  to  a  more  commensurate  effort  to  rescue  and  save 
it  for  Christ  and  the  world,  that  we  shall  look  back,  that  generations  to  come 
shall  look  back  to  this  meeting  with  profound  and  grateful  joy  ? 


REPORT  OP  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

The  foregoing  paper  after  being  read  was  referred  to  a  committee  composed  of 
five  eminent  members  of  the  Council  named  by  the  Committee  of  Nominations,  and 
appropriately  representing  New  England,  the  Interior,  and  the  West,  viz. : 


Rev.  E.  Y.  HiNCKs,  of  Maine. 
"    L.  T.  Chamberlain,  of  Conn. 
"    MosES  Smith,  of  Mich. 
"    Arthur  T.  Little,  of  Wis. 
"    President  Strong,  of  Minn. 


Their  first  report  having  been  recommitted  in  order  to  secure  from  them  a  full 
examination  of  and  expression  upon  the  Jlnancial  administratvoTL^t  \}qa^^<^<^ 
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especially  in  respect  to  the  number  and  the  compensation  of  its  secretaries  at 
Kew  York,  this  Committee  unanimously  approved  and  recommended  for  adoption, 
the  following 

BBFORT. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  American  Home  Mission- 
ary Society  beg  leave  to  submit  the  foUowiug  report  We  are  confident  that  the 
facts  embodied  in  the  communication  laid  before  them  will  be  received  by  the 
churches  with  gratitude  and  joy.  The  increase  of  the  Society's  receipts  during  a 
season  of  financial  distress,  so  severe  as  seriously  to  cripple  the  operations  of  nioii 
Christian  enterprises,  is  not  only  a  striking  proof  of  the  confidence  reposed  by  the 
churches  in  this  beloved  Society,  but  is  also  a  cheering  evidence  of  their  deepening 
interest  in  the  great  cause  which  it  represents.  The  large  accessions  received  by 
the  churches  under  its  fostering  care  call  upon  those  who  contribute  to  its  support 
to  unite  with  those  who  direct  its  management,  and  the  faithful  men  and  woiuen 
who  labor  under  its  supervision,  in  offering  thanks  to  Him  who  has  crowned  and 
blessed  their  blended  sacrifice  of  toil  and  self-denial. 

The  report  in  which  these  facts  are  embodied  is  well  fitted  to  increase  the  grati- 
fication awakened  by  the  facts  themselves.  Its  tone  of  hopefulness  and  energy, 
its  breadth  and  foresight  indicate  a  clear  comprehension  of  the  work  set  before  the 
Society  and  a  vigorous  and  efficient  application  of  its  resources  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  its  mighty  task. 

We  believe  that  the  api>eal  made  by  the  officers  of  the  Society  for  a  large  increase 
of  contributions,  made  effective  as  it  is  by  a  vivid  representation  of  the  urgent 
needs  of  the  work,  cannot  fail  of  a  liberal  response  from  the  Congregational  Churches 
of  our  land. 

With  regard  to  the  Sabbath-school  work,  which,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Council  of 
1874,  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  received  f.»-om  the  Cong.  Pub.  Society, 
your  Committee  would  suggest  that,  if  the  privilege  of  supporting  this  work  were 
given  to  the  Sunday-schools  of  our  land,  large  results  might  be  obtained.  Surely 
children  who  are  destitute  of  the  means  of  grace  are  those  in  whose  spiritual  welfare 
the  children  of  Christian  families  are  most  easily  interested.  Contril^utions  can  be 
more  readily  obtained  from  the  latter  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  Sunday-schools 
than  for  the  general  work  of  the  Society.  The  Sunday-schools  of  our  land  can,  we 
believe,  be  induced  to  4)rovide  means  for  greatly  enlarging  this  department  of  the 
Society's  work.  While  we  are  in  hearty  sympathy  with  Union  Sabbath-school  work 
on  the  frontier,  we  earnestly  commend  this  method  of  increasing  the  efficiency  of 
the  work  actually  undertaken  by  our  own  churches. 

In  considering  the  inadequate  supply  of  funds  for  the  general  work  of  Home 
Missions,  your  Committee  are  not  unmindful  of  the  need  of  a  general  increase  of 
Christian  consecration.  It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  were  the  present  moH  actlu 
supporters  of  Home  evangelization  roused  to  a  full  sense  of  their  Christian  stew- 
ardship, or  were  they  aware  of  the  urgency  of  the  cause  itself,  they  would  enrich 
the  treasury  with  gifts  far  exceeding  the  present  amount.  And  yet,  your  Com- 
mittee cannot  forbear  to  point  out  the  inequality  which  now  marks  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  work.  It  still  is  true  that,  with  exception  of  Ohio,  not  a  State  of  the 
Union,  west  of  New  England  and  New  York,  is  self-supporting  in  its  Home  Mis- 
sions. The  Eastern  States,  alone,  contribute  more  than  two-thirds  of  nil  tha*  is 
given.  Now,  were  the  actual  statistics  before  us,  with  reference  either  to  clmrcJi 
membership  or  material  resources,  it  would  be  manifest  that  such  a  division  is 
unjust  The  Eastern  States  receive  the  blessing  which  makes  the  giver  more  favored 
than  the  receiver ;  none  the  less,  however,  should  others  deserve  a  similar  blessing* 
Is  it  right  that  New  England,  rock -bound  and  sterile,  where  toil  is  a  necessity  and 
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economy  almost  a  religion,  should  longer  be  asked  to  let  the  streams  of  her  benefi- 
cence be  drank  up  by  the  soil  of  States  whose  natural  resources,  already  developed, 
make  them  as  the  rcry  garden  of  God  ?  Your  Committee  reiterate  that  the  unfair-  ' 
ness  is  apparent,  and  they  take  the  responsibility  of  calling  to  it  the  attention  of  the 
churches  throughout  the  land.  In  the  name  of  Christian  equity  the  Interior  States 
should  hasten  to  self-support,  or,  at  least,  to  a  giving  which  shall  be  far  in  advance 
of  the  present. 

Nor  is  this  suggestion  made  in  the  name  of  equity  alone.  It  is  made  also  in  the 
name  of  the  Master  himself,  and  of  the  needs  of  the  actual  frontier.  How  fitting 
and  grand  would  it  be  could  the  sums  which  are  now  paid  from  the  parent  Society 
to  the  great  Christian  States  of  the  Interior,  in  excess  of  the  amount  raised  in  those 
States,  be  applied  to  the  itsgions  beyond,  which  are  literally  in  the  shadow  of  spiritual 
death  I  This  re-adjustment  is  demanded*  by  the  very  providence  of  God.  It  appeals 
to  every  Christian  motive.  It  is  a  condition  of  the  fulfilment  by  the  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  its  great  original  commission.  That  re-adjustment  would  pro- 
yent  deficiencies  and  carry  the  work  to  positive  successes  not  yet  reached. 

We  would,  therefore,  definitely  recommend  that,  so  far  as  the  possibility  will  by 
any  means  permit,  the  Interior  States  assume  at  once  a  position  of  actual  self- 
support  in  Home  Missions.  We  are  persuaded  that  the  temporary  hardslitp  in 
individual  cases  will  be  more  than  compensated  by  the  ultimate  and  permanent 
advantage. 

Your  Committee  desire,  likewise,  to  emphasize  the  grave  responsibility  devolving 
upon  the  several  Home  Missionary  Executive  Committees  of  the  Interior  and  North- 
em  States.  It  is  nearly  certain  that  by  a  wise  employment  of  Christian  firmness,  as 
well  as  Christian  charity  on  their  part,  a  large  number  of  churches,  now  benefi- 
ciaries of  the  Society,  can  be  speedily  placed  upon  the  vantage  ground  of  entire 
independence.  We  believe  this  must  he  done^  or  the  confidence  so  fully,  reposed  in 
this  Society  for  more  than  half  a  century  will  be  seriously  impaired.  The  constitu- 
ency of  the  Society  must  be  satisfied  that  in  no  case  can  an  application  for  aid  be 
approved  until  the  committee  on  the  ground  and  knowing  the  case  are  assured  that 
the  most  earnest,  self  denying  efforts  are  being  made  by  the  church  itself.  Further, 
by  the  faithfulness  of  these  committees  not  a  little  of  the  work  now  laid  upon  the 
State  Superintendents  will  be  better  done  than  has  been  possible  in  the  past,  and 
the  time  be  hastened  when  the  number  of  Superintendents  may  safely  be  dimin- 
ished. We  suggest  that,  by  a  judicious  and  firm  limitation  of  the  appropriations 
to  the  older  and  more  wealthy  Western  States,  more  money  be  reserved  for  frontier 
work,  while,  at  the  same  time,  these  Western  churches  would  thereby  be  trained 
toward  self-support.  If  such  limitation  could  be  indicated  by  the  Secretaries  at 
the  beginning  of  each  fiscal  year,  it  would  greatly  serve  to  promote  this  end.  This 
careful  supervision  by  the  Executive  Committees  in  each  State,  keeping  than  within 
the  limit  of  the  designated  appropriations,  will  tend  to  cultivate  in  all  the  churches 
of  the  aided  States  a  sense  of  responsibility,  first  for  self-support,  and  after%vard8 
for  efficient  help  in  the  general  work. 

[We  would  further  suggest  that  in  our  judgment,  the  time  has  come  when  this 
great  missionary  work  requires  for  its  increased  efficiency  and  more  promj)t  admin- 
istration, the  appointment  of  a  general  Field  Agent  at  Chicago.  Unquestionably 
the  headquarters  of  the  Societf  should  remain  at  the  East,  but  not  infrequently 
exigencies  arise  when  a  personal  interview  between  such  an  agent  and  a  Superin- 
tiaident,  allowing  a  full  explanation  of  all  the  facts  involved,  would  at  once  lead 
to  decisive  conclusions  of  great  yalue,  but  which,  under  present  methods,  can  be 
reached  only  after  long  and  tedious  correspondence,  and  delays  greatly  to  be 
regretted.     If,  however,  this  is  deemed  inadvisable,  the  desired  end  mci^  ^^xVas^ 
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be  attained  in  the  way  already  suggested,  by  laying  greater  responsibility  upon  the 
Saperintendeuts  and  Executive  Committees  of  the  several  States.] 

Your  Committee  do  not  presume  to  direct  the  details  of  administration,  and 
they  present  these  suggestions  with  entire  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  those  who 
have  so  long  and  so  successfully  conducted  the  work  committed  to  their  hands  by 
our  churches. 

[Tour  Committee,  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the  Council  in  the  re- 
commission  of  the  re2)ort,  make  the  following  statement  concerning  the  financial 
administration  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society.  The  statement  has  been  prepared 
by  us  with  painstaking  care,  and  in  all  its  statistics  is  compiled  from  official  pub- 
lic sources. 

In  the  first  place  we  make  reference  to  the  form  in  which  the  accounts  of  the 
Society  are  rendered  to  the  churches.  There  is  at  one  point  an  aggregating  of 
personal  administrative  expenses.  The  annual  financial  report  groups  the  *'  ser- 
vices  and  traveling  expenses  of  the  Secretaries  in  the  several  departments  of  corre- 
Bpondence,  publication,  and  treasury,  and  the  hire  of  clerks  in  the  same.^'  But  your 
Committee  upon  actual  examination  of  the  records,  find  that  such  has  been  the 
oustom  of  the  Society  from  the  date  of  its  earliest  public  statement.  It  was  the 
4ame  when  the  salaries  were  but  $3,500,  and  when  Badger,  Hall,  and  Coe  were  the 
recipients.  They  find,  moreover,  upon  reference  to  their  reports,  that  such  is  the 
custom  of  benevolent  societies  of  other  denominations,  both  home  and  foreign. 
The  item  is  the  distinctive  one  of  "  pereonal  administrative  cx]>ense8,"  and  as  such, 
seems,  with  propriety,  to  allow  of  aggregation.  The  secretaries,  however,  and  at 
least  one  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  now  present,  express  their  ready 
willingness  to  have  the  account  presented  henceforth  in  specific  detaiL  The  other 
nain  features  of  the  financial  report  are  already  explicit. 

In  the  second  place,  your  Committee  call  attention  to  the  number  of  secretaries. 
Can  there  be  a  reduction  ?  Tlic  question  seems  fairly  to  have  been  answered  by 
the  experience  of  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Since  1851,  the  Society  has  had  three 
secretaries,  with  the  exception  of  those  years  in  which  there  was  an  endeavor  to 
perform  the  work  with  a  reduced  force.  The  increase  from  two  to  three  made  in 
1851  was  made  in  the  belief  that  such  an  increase  was  absolutely  needful.  Subse- 
quent results  have  corroborated  that  belief.  At  the  death  of  Hall  in  1858,  the 
resignation  of  Noyes  in  1805,  and  the  retirement  of  Badger  in  1871,  there  was  an 
earnest  effort  to  avoid  appointing  a  successor.  The  resort  was  to  increased  toil  by 
the  remaining  secretaries,  and  to  clerical  aid.  But  it  was  deemed  by  the  Executive 
Committee  to  be  an  impracticable  plan.  There  were  complaints  from  every  side, 
now  that  individual  missionaries  were  neglected,  and  now  that  the  churches  were 
without  the  inspiration  which  came  formerly  from  the  secretaries  in  the  field. 
Contributions  diminished,  and  the  Executive  Committee,  in  each  instance  of  experi- 
ment, were  unanimous  in  the  decision  that  three  secretaries  must  be  employed 
They  said :  "  It  is  but  true,  wise  fidelity  to  the  cause  of  Christ'*  Your  Committee 
cannot  believe  that  when  the  interests  and  transactions  of  the  Society,  its  toils  and 
successes,  have  become  so  greatly  enlarged,  there  is  either  call  or  possibility  for  the 
reduction  of  the  number  of  the  secretaries.  Later  references  will  show  this  con- 
clusion in  yet  stronger  light 

In  the  third  place,  we  have  considered  the  inquiry  with  regard  to  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  several  secretaries.  Is  $5,000,  as  an  annual  salary,  a  remuneration  incon- 
sistent with  the  most  fKithful  and  economical  administration  of  the  Society's  trust  f 
Let  us  refer  to  the  facts  of  history  which  stand  connected  with  the  increaj9e  from 
the  former  to  the  present  sum.  That  increase  was  voted  by  the  Executive  Com- 
aiittee  in  1872,  in  immediate  consequence  of  ineffectual  attempts  to  supply  the 
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of  a  retired  secretary.  A  snb-committee  qt  three  from  the  members  of  the 
tivc  Committee  was  appointed  on  the  issue,  'iliey  offered  the  position  sue- 
3ly  to  foar  of  the  hard-working,  devoted  pastors  of  our  churches.  In  eac)i 
le  offer  was  declined,  chieily  on  account  of  the  inadequate  support.  Other 
in  still  other  directions  were  withheld  for  the  reason  that  those  desired  were 
y  receiving,  as  pastors,  more  than  the  secretaryship  afforded.  One  of  the  , 
iries  remaining  had  virtually  accepted  a  call  to  another  society  at  a  compen- 

exceeding  by  $1,000  the  sum  at  which  the  salaries  were  finally  fixed:     Under  \< 

ircu instances,  and  after  a  review  of  the  inward  and  actual  equity  uf  thp  c^se/ 
;ecutive  Committee  resolved  to  place  the  amount  at  $5,000.  It  was,  through- 
ae  action  of  the  Executive  Committee.  They  freely  and  independently  ad- 
d  the  case.  They  assumed  the  responsibility.  They  attempted,  indeed,  to 
-m  the  work  with  two  secretaries  and  the  assistant  clerics.  But  even  that  was 
•ed  impossible  by  the  demands  of  the  work, 

1  now  let  us  look  for  one  moment  at  the  labor  which  these  secretaries  perform 
it  the  services  which  they  render.  Bear  in  mind  that  they  perform  all  tlie 
which  is  connected  with  the  treasury  of  the  vast  mission  work.  The  nominal 
rer  of  the  Home  Mission  Society  makes  the  several  secretaries  liis  attorneys, 
1  rough  them  assumes  the  responsibility.  He  receives  no  compensation,  and 
ms  no  executive  labor.     Every  draft  which  is  sent,  and  every  return  check 

is  paid,  is  signed  by  a  secretary.  Through  the  secretaries  in  person  all 
ts  are  acknowledged  and  expenses  met  May  we  not  ascribe  to  this  personal 
rdship  of  the  secretaries  the  fact  that  in  all  the  history  of  the  Society  not  one 

has  been  lost  ?  They  have  no  assistant  treasurer,  nor  even  a  financial  agent. 
r  in  mind,  too,  that  the  secretaries  attend  to  the  receiving  and  forwarding  of 
»xes  and  supplies  in  kind,  which  now  form  so  important  a  pait  of  tlie  aid  to 
»ns.  It  is  under  their  immediate  care,  and  by  their  hands,  that  this  dei^art- 
is  carried  on. 

r  in  mind,  yet  again,  that  they,  by  their  own  labor,  conduct  the  monthly 
nary  Magazine  and  th3  Sunday-school  Leaflet.     They  are  both  editors  and 
butors. 
r  in  mind,  yet  once  more»  that  in  the  various  States,  especially  those  of  tlie 

and  in  tlie  Territories,  the  secretaries  render  a  public^W  service,  which  is 
ilent  to  the  entire  time  and  toil  of  one  secretary — m'aking  addresses,  visiting. 
ntendents,  conferring  with  missionaries,  and  arousing  the  churches  by  the^ 
I  of  facts  set  forth.     That  Sunday  is  an  exception  in  the  year  when  some  oiut- 
m  is  not  speaking  for  the  Master  in  the  pulpits  of  our  land. 
1,  now,  to  all  this  add  what  must  fairly  )>e  counted  as  the  chief  central  w^rft: 
3  secretaries,  viz. :     The  carrying  out,  through  the  New  York  office,  ol  Mot- 
ions of  the  Executive  Committee  with  reference  to  the  direct  care  of  Wme 
»ns  and  home  missionaries.     On  them  rests  the  burden  of  actual  admiwetra- 

They  must  determine  fieldb  and  assign  men.  They  must  give  insuring 
ithy,  and  listen  to  all  appeals  and  complaints.  They  must  carry  the  cause^^u. 
needs,  on  both  mind  and  heart.  Your  Committee  find,  as  one  inde:&  of  the 
it  of  their  labors,  that  during  the  laet  year  the  number  of  importmi1»  letters 
ed  was  8,500,  and  the  important  answers,  written  by  the  secrctaBies  and 
I  for  file,  was  upward  of  4,000.  Nor  does  it  appear  that,  with  reftreaee  to 
3ts  so  great  and  delicate,  this  work  can  be  consigned  to  clerical  agents  *  as 
en  pointed  out,  the  repeated  experiment  in  that  direction  has  failtdl. 
ir  Committee  deem  it  inappropriate  to  enter  into  a  detailed  coMpariilon.1)^- 

the  labors  of  the  Home  Missionary  secretaries  and  the  secretar^ls^oiiMiy 
society ;  yet  they  are  confident  that  even  such  a  comparison  ir(Mlli.\^Su^m.)^ 
2 


■•■^ 


190  THX  HOMS  HuaioitAST.  DecemtMi^ 

lalrarer  to  be  worthy  of  his  hire.  Let  it  be  remembered,  moreorer,  th»t  in  Knr 
York  and  its  immediate  vicinity  the  expense  of  living,  aa  indicated  by  the  dedriri 
'  stamlard  of  rents,  is  greater  than  in  any  other  part  of  our  land  ;  that  the  Home 
MiBaionarj  Society  mccta  no  vacation  expensea  of  ita  aervantit,  ollom  them  no  spe- 
cinl  grants  uf  any  description,  a&Bumes  no  reeponsibility  for  their  mippoit  iniUucM, 
and  favors  them  ivith  no  annuity  cir  pension  when  their  life's  active  work  is  over. 
The  secretaries  even  suffer  their  own  salaries  to  remain  unpaid  bo  long  as  the  mis- 
sionaries arc  themselves  unprovided  for.  Your  Committee  believe  that,  on  bminM 
principles,  the  secretaries  are  not  excessively  paid  for  their  varied  and  ItborioM 
servicea.  Thej  question  whether  such  labors  and  services  can  be  secarcd  by  fee 
Home  Missionary  Society  for  a  leas  sum. 

Il  the  fourth  place,  it  is  fitting  that  we  note  the  general  relations  which  expend!' 
lures  bear  to  receipts.  We  find  that  in  the  last  year  the  aggregate  of  the  Society's 
cash  receipts  were  |al)3,'M3,  or,  including  carefully  estimated  supplies  in  kind, 
were  ^353,713 ;  the  total  administrative  expenses  137,300,  or  a  total  cost  on  cash 
receipts  of  only  9  6-10  per  cent. ;  or,  on  the  total  aggregate,  7  7-10  per  cent ;  or 
still  again,  on  the  cash  amount  actual  or  passing  into  the  New  York  treasnij, 
131  percent.  Can  the  chnrches  find  or  justly  demand  a  more  economical  naeof 
their  missionary  gifts  !  Does  not  such  a  showing,  authentic,  absolute,  enable  ni  to 
give  unhindered  and  enthusiastic  support  to  the  Home  Missionary  Society  T  Bat 
your  Cumtnittee  have  found  that  the  ground  of  their  specific  investigations  have 
lieen  tniveraed  by  others  in  whom  the  churches  have  confidrin:e.  In  Mav.  187(1,  a 
committee  consisting  of  Wm.  M.  Taylor,  John  B.  Hntcbinson,  VTm.  Henrv  Smith, 
Austin  Abbott,  and  Christopher  R.  Itoberts,  publicly  reported  on  the  expenses  of 
hoQ^e  missionary  administration.  Tlicy  say,  in  brief  and  Id  sulistance,  that  effi- 
ciency is  the  best  economy;  that  the  three  secretaries  perform  arduous  dutieiovrr 
and  above  those  which  pertain  to  their  distinctive  office ;  tliat  the  fact  of  head- 
quarters in  New  York  neccasitatca  corresponding  means  of  siihsistence  ;  that  lb* 
salaries  are  now  less,  in  proportion  to  the  labor  performed,  thai)  when  »ialaries  wor« 
t3,500 ;  that  theEiecutive  Committee,  composed  chiefly  of  business  men,  hare  erl- 
dently  used  the  same  judgment  in  behalf  of  the  Society  which  they  would  uae  in 
their  own  linsineBB ;  and  that  the  adverse  criticisms  made  have  wounded  the  hearts 
of  men  who  deaerve  a  different  reward. 

■  In  connection  with  the  foregoing  facte,  which  cannot  be  gainsnid,  your  Committee, 
in  view  of  the  principles  of  self-sacrifice  and  stringent  economy  which  the  cbarebw 
expect  to  see  exemplified  in  the  management  of  their  benevolent  societies,  and  in 
view  of  the  widely-spread  impression  that  stiH  greater  economy  may  he  attuned  in 
the  administration  of  the  Home  Stiaaionary  8<)ciety,  would  suggest  to  the  EiecntiTe 
Committee  thiit,  whenever  in  their  judgment  it  shall  be  pracEicublc.  the  expenses  of 
th?  administration  at  New  York  be  still  further  reduced.] 

Your  Gommitta  dreplyful  that  jurtim  to  the  Hoim  Mittumnry  Boeiftg  and  iltf*- 
WMitt,  and  an  irdeUigtitt  fidelity  to  the  eauie  of  Chritt  a$  repretmlfd  in  home  turn- 
guliiatioa,  ealU/or  thf  utterance  hy  thte  Council  of  it*  approval  of  the  adminvlm^ 
»f  ihd  AmeHcan  Home  Mistionary  Society.  So  may  the  day  be  hattened  iehm  tk 
prnmite  ihall  hf  fulfilled  and  "  Hie  dominion  thall  he  from  tea  evit  to  co." 

From  this  report  the  Council  first,  by  a  strong  vote,  struck  out  the  clause  of 
advice  to  reduce  expenses  near  the  close,  beginijing  with  ;  "  In  connection  with  the 
foregoing,"  and  extending  through  the  parenthesis ;  then,  leet  it  should  be  thongbt 
to  -touch  on  the  province  of  the  ExecnliTc  Committee,  etrutk  out  tdl  the  re- 
main ftcr  enclosed  in  brackets;  and  having  so  luncnded  the  report,  adopted  itsnd 
xXit  cxpreseiona  of  strong  confidence  in  the  administration  of  this  Society,  as  Thi 
Cvi^eftOicnaliit  reports,  "  with  but  a  single  nay." 
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ECHOES  FROM  THE  PRESS. 

The  CongregationalUt^  Oct.  27. 

Doubtless  the  action  of  the  Council  on  the  Home  Missionary  Society  will  be  read 
with  more  interest  than  any  other  of  its  proceedings.  Notwithstanding  all  that  has 
been  said  criticising  the  expense  of  its  home  office,  there  were  actually  but  two 
speakers  at  the  Council  who  gave  utterance  to  such  views ;  from  which  it  seems 
clear,  either  that  the  preralence  of  this  feeling  has  been  over-stated,  or  else  that 
for  some  reason  it  did  not  find  adequate  expression  at  this  meeting,  which  of  all 
others  was  the  place  to  make  such  criticisms.  Certainly  the  tone  of  the  Council 
was  very  strong  in  justification  of  the  salaries  that  have  been  complained  of,  and 
the  remark  of  one  speaker  that  he  should  favor  their  increase  rather  than  a  reduc- 
tion, met  with  no  expression  whatever  of  disapproval.  Even  the  mild  suggestion 
in  the  Committee's  report,  to  the  effect  that  the  Trustees  will  do  well  to  cut  down 
expenses  whenever  they  can  see  the  way  to  do  «o  vrisely,  was  stricken  out.  This 
must  not  be  taken,  however,  as  indicating  any  objection  to  such  a  reduction,  but 
simply  as  expressing  the  feeling  that  the  Council  should  let  the  whole  matter  of 
salaries  alone,  as  being  a  delicate  one  to  deal  with ;  and  it  was  clearly  on  this 
ground  that  it  was  voted  to  strike  out  of  the  report  everything  to  them  relating. 

The  Christian  Union,  Oct.  25,  and  Oct.  81. 

Aif   analysis  of  the  reports  of  the  Congregational  societies  affords  quite  as 
good  grounds  for  vigorous  and  hopeful  work.     Of  these   the  most  important 
were  the  reports  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  the  American  Miss- 
ionary Association,  and  the  American  Board.      In  fifteen  years,  during  which 
time  the  Congregational  membership  has  incretisrd  34^  per  cent.,  the  cash  receipts 
of  the  Home  Missionary  Society  have  increased  60  per  cent.      During  the  last 
three  years  they  were  $912,000;    during  the  preceding  three  years  $852,000; 
thus,  despite  the  hard  times,  the  income  of  this  Society  has  increased  $60,'  60, 
or  over  $20,000  a  year.     It  now  has  in  commission  096  missionaries,   almost 
40  per  cent,  of  all  the  Congregational  ministers  engaged  in  the  pastoral  work. 
The  Home  Missionary  Society's  work  was  the  subject  of  animated  discussion 
on  two  .points.    On  the  duty  of  the  wealthier  Western  States,  beginning  with 
Illinois,  to  imdertake  to  provide  for  their  own  feeble  churches,  as  New  England, 
New  York,  and  Ohio  now  do,  all  were  earnestly  agreed.    On  the  question  of 
expenses  of  administration,  questions  were  put  indicating  the  existence  of  an 
opinion  in  some  quarters  that  the  salaries  of  the  secretaries  might  be  reduced. 
The  committee  'to  whom  this  report  was  recommitted  for  this  purpose  again  re- 
ported in  effect  that,  after  full  inquiry,  they  found  that,  in  view  of  the  ])eculiar 
qualifications  and  gifts  necessary  for  the  post,  the  difficulty  of  filling  it,  the  ex- 
penses of  living  in  New  York,  and  the  arduousness  of  the  labor,  the  salaries  were 
no  more  than  reasonable,  and  that  the  nature  of  the  work  was  such  that  it  could 
not  safely  be  delegated  to  assistants.    They,  however,  in  accordance  with  the 
feeling  that  had  been  expressed  in  the  debate  which  led  to  the  recommittal  of 
tXhsvr  report,  advised  that  the  expenses  be  reduced  as  soon  as  practicable.     In  the 
cxmree  of  further  debate  on  this  point  it  was  suggested  that  the  salaries  were  fixed 
by  an  executive  committee,  who  had  better  means  of  judgment  as  to  what  ought 
to  be  paid  tban.the  Council  could  have  ....  and  the  whole  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject of  salaries  was  accordingly  struck  out,  leaving  the  report  in  its  orl^vcL^X  i^xm 
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and  the  subject,  where  all  agreed  it  ought  to  be  left,  in  the  hands  of  the  Society. 
The  facts  were  elicited  that  Rev.  Dr.  Coe,  the  senior  secretary,  in  26  years*  senrioe 
has  spent  in  living  expenses,  on  a  modest  scale,  $25,000  more  than  he  has  re> 
ceived,  thus,  in  effect,  giving  that  sum  to  the  cause ;  that  none  of  the  secretaries 
are  enabled  to  accumulate  property,  and  that  their  salaries  are  in  arrear  in  Uie 
same  proportion  as  those  of  the  missionaries. 

The  Independent^  Nov.  1. 

[PRKS.    I.    W.    ANDREWS,   D.    D.] 

The  American  Home  Missionary  Society  was  the  subject  of  some  discussion, 
but  the  whole  matter  was  treated  in  the  kindest  spirit,  and  it  is  believed  that  tbe 
Society  was  never  more  firmly  entrenched  in  the  hearts  of  our  Christian  people 
than  now.  With  entire  unanimity,  the  Council  refused  to  say  a  word  against  the 
administration  of  the  Society  in  any  particular,  exi)ressing  the  utmost  confidence 
|both  in  the  Executive  Committee,  and  in  the  Secretary. 

[Up  to  this  date  (Nov.  9)  we  have  found  nothing  on  the  matter  of  the  foregoing 
report  of  committee,  the  discussions  elicited,  or  the  final  action  taken  at  Detroit, 
in  either  the  Vermont  Chronicle,  the  Advance,  or  The  Pacific,  whose  editorial  cheer 
we,  in  common  with  others,  are  always  glad  to  enjoy.  But  we  have  thus  quoted 
all  that  we  have  found  bearing  on  the  matter.] 


"PERSONAL  ADMINISTRATIVE  EXPENSES." 

We  have  now  spread  before  our  readers  the  action  of  the  Council  touching  thi« 
Society,  and  whatever  has  since  reached  us  respecting  that  in  the  public  press. 
Parts  of  this  have  already  been  printed  and  widely  circulated.  But  it  seems  no 
more  than  just  to  the  Society,  or  due  to  its  friends,  that  the  whole  should  some 
where  be  brought  together  in  unity  and  connection. 

Those  \irho  were  at  Detroit,  and  others  who  have  read  the  reported  proceedings, 
are  aware  that  the  interest  and  discussions  ou  the  Society  centered  chiefly  upon 
the  **  personal  administrative  expenses  "  at  New  York,  the  number  of  secretaries, 
and  the  amount  that  should  be  paid  them  for  their  support. 

This  fact,  and  what  it  involves,  may  perhaps  be  accepted  by  persons  of  Chrifr 
tian  refinement  as  excusing  the  secretaries  for  publicly  saying  at  Detroit,  or  here, 
what,  under  any  other  circumstances,  they  would  not  have  said,  out  of  regard  both 
to  a  proper  personal  reserve  and  to  what  they  have  understood  from  that  word  of 
Christ— Matt  vi.  3. 

In  regard  to  the  proper  number  of  secretaries,  the  report  submitted  to  the  CooB' 
oil  by  its  very  able  and  wholly  disinterested  committee  leaves  little  tobessid. 
Evidently  the  hind  of  work  and  the  amount  of  it  should  determine  as  to  how  many 
and  what  sort  of  men  are  required,  and  no  one  who  is  not  well  informed  on  the 
first,  can  decide  the  last.  The  report  of  the  CounciPs  committee  states  the  factt 
for  example,  that  in  this  Society  the  peculiarities  of  the  work  are  such  as  to  make 
it  almost  a  necessity  that  several  different  classes  of  duties  should  convergt  npon 
"  secretaries^^  which  in  other  societies  are  distributed  to  other  ofiicen.  Tlitu  the 
l^nds  of  service  which  are  performed  at  New  York  by  three  secretaries  are  dia- 
tribnted  (owing  to  a  difference  in  details,  by  our  most  honored  sister  society,  Ae 
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A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  at  BostoD,  amoDg  two  secretaries,  one  treasurer,  one  editor,  and  one 
general  business  agent  ^  in  all  five  men.  We  say  nothing  as  to  the  comparativfi 
number  of  clerks  (only  two  in  all)  employed  to  aid  the  secretaries  at. New  York 
in  these  three  departments  (correspondence,  treasury,  and  publication),  and  those  ' 
employed  elsewhere  in  the  same.  The  Executive  Committee  is  urged  to  the  expert- 
ment  of  "  only  two  secretaries,  and  more  clerical  force  to  aid  them."  That  ex^ 
periment,  as  the  Councirs  committee  reported,  has  already  been  repeatedly  made« 
and  made  in  days  when  the  work  and  operations  of  the  Society  were  much  poore 
limited.  That  work,  as  every  reader  of  our  "  Statement,"  presented  at  Detroit, 
will  see,  has  been  increasing,  is  now  increasing,  and  will  go  on  increasing,  unless 
hindered,  in  order  to  meet  the  mighty  unfolding  of  the  nation.  Over  and  above 
this  normal  and  natural  growth  of  our  work,  however,  an  entire  new  department—' 
the  Sunday-school — has  suddenly  been  laid  upon  the  Society,  creating  a  large 
amount  of  altogether  new  labor  for  the  secretaries,  and  they  have  taken  it  with- 
out the  additional  help  of  a  single  clerk.  It  may  well  be  questioned  whether  this 
experiment  of  "  two  secretaries  only,"  which  broke  down  when  even  Dr.  Badger' 
and  Dr.  Hall — men  of  rare  executive  gifts — were  In  ofiice,  would  be  a  success 
now.  Certainly  if,  in  addition  to  their  distinctive  work  of  Correspondence,  the 
work  of  tTie  treasury  is  still  to  be  done  by  the  secretaries,  and  if  that  also  of 
editing  and  publishing  whatever  the  Society  issues,  is  still  to  be  done  by  them ; 
and  yet  further,  if  that  of  developing^  fostering^  and  guiding  the  whole  tooman's 
movement,  which  in  the  foreign  work  is  done  by  the  "Woman's  Board  but  here 
devolves  on  the  secretaries,  and  has  now  resulted,  after  years  of  strenuous  effort 
on  their  part,  in  carrying  up  the  annual  amount  of  "  family  supplies  "  from 
less  than  $10,000,  to  an  average  of  about  $70,000  ;  if  these,  and  yet  other  branches 
of  work  elsewhere  distributed  to  several  different  men,  are  to  be  left  to  "  the  secre- 
taries "  of  this  Society,  the  proposed  experiment  would  seem  to  the  Executive 
Committee  foredoomed  to  break  down  again,  and  entail  a  loss  of  headway  that 
it  would  require  years  to  repair.  It  is  for  the  devoted  friends  of  Home  Missions 
in  our  churches  to  decide. 

On  the  second  head  of  the  subject — the  amount  paid  to  t?ie  $eeretaries  for  their 
support— the  report  unanimously  laid  before  the  Council  by  its  committee  was 
equally  explicit,  fully  sustaining  the  Executive  Committee  at  New  York  in  its  action. 

There  are  some  facts  in  this  connection  which  should  be  emphasized  and  set 
forth  perhaps  at  this  time,  in  language  so  clear,  definite,  and  positive  as  to  make 
farther  misapprehension  and  misstatement  on  certain  particulars  impossible. 

First.  The  secretaries  at  New  York  are  not  **  paid  in  adV^ance  of  the  missionaries 
at  the  front."  They  have  been  sharing,  are  now  sharing,  and  intend  to  share  with 
those  brethren  all  the  distress  and  embarrassments  of  the  treasury,  however  severe. 

Second,  The  secretaries  at  New  York  are  not  "  being  paid  a  salary  of  $5,000 
apiece ;  $15,000  for  the  three."  Whatever  the  right  of  it,  pro  or  con,  they  are  not, 
this  current  year,  nor  were  they  during  that  which  dosed  last  April,  receiving  that 
sum.  What  they  did  receive  last  year  was  some  $1,500  less ;  and  this  year  it  is  to 
be  at  least  $2,500  less  than  that  aggregate.  This  diminution  was  not  imposed. 
They  freely  resigned  this  sum,  determined  to  share  to  the  full  in  the  shrinkage 
of  these  times  of  distress.  It  was  a  part  of  what  they  are  trying  to  do  for  this 
cause. 

Third,  The  secretaries  at  New  York  would  be  glad,  as  our  pastors  would  be,  to 
serve  altogether  "  without  money  and  without  price."  But  they  are  not  men  of  prop- 
erty, and  able  to  do  that.  They  must  '*  provide  for  things  honest  in  the  sight  of  all 
men."  They  must  earn  their  daily  bread  and  support  their  families.  In  respect  to 
their  work,  U^ey  have  hitherto  tak^n  for  their  motto  '*  TKi%  om  tU\nQ  1  d^^f"  vc^^ 
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thej  wlsb  to  cling  to  thkt  Thejbftve'Dotbeen  villing  to  lumasidi: ami uun  some 
part  of  their  support  in  other  quarters,  and  thej  do  not  desire  to  be  c 
Thej  have  given  theinaelTes  to  the  Sorietj,  and  h>vc  therefore  looked  to  it 
~  yide  their  bread.  I'his  btu  not  alnsjs  been  done.  What  was  extorted  from  tlu 
present  ^senior  secretary  at  Detroit  agaimt  his  own  niU  or  thought  bj  the  pHttare 
of  the  hour,  as  to  the  ingiiflicicnc;  of  liia  salarj  to  meet  necesear;  famil}'  expenses 
during  more  than  a  score  of  bia  earlier  years  in  the  Bocicty'i  scrTice,  has  also  brai 
tnie  of  othei's  here,  though,  perhaps,  not  to  an  equal  extent.  Nor  ha<|  the  fsilnic 
been  confined  to  this  Society.  The  Misthnary  Herald  (Hay,  1876),  speaking  for 
the  A.  B.  C.  P.  M.,  contains  a  card  which  sajs,  "  the  present  secretaries  at  Boston 
have  expended  during  their  term  of  ofBce,  for  what  they  have  regarded  as  nece». 
sar;  family  disbursements,  thousands  of  dollars  beyond  what  they  hare  receiTed 
from  the  treasury."  Happy  the  men  who  already  have  such  outside  funds  to  that 
ex^t,  or  can  procure  them  without  infringing  on  the  time  or  the  etrcngtii  they 
desire  to  yield  to  their  ofBcial  work !  But  no  society  has  a  right,  nor  have  the 
Cfaurcliea  a  right  to  expect  it.  Wlint  honest  Christian  merchant,  demanding  the 
whole  time  and  strength  and  devotion  of  clerks,  will  be  found  asking  them  to 
pay  tbeir  own  way.  or  to  take  a  salary  which  will  not  cover  by  "thousands  of  dol- 
lars their  necessary  family  disbursements  "  1 

The  Committee  at  New  York — providentially  discovering  that  a  similar  stale 
of  things  existed  here,  and  that  the  salary  it  bad  been  paying  Dr.  Badger  and 
ethers  had  been  so  small  as  to  straiten  their  usefulness—instituted  inquiries  which 
ended  in  an  increase.  The  sum  finally  decided  on  was  the  amount  deemed  necessary 
by  the  Prt^tyterian  Board  of  Homt  Mitiiont  and  paid  to  its  secretaries,  by  tbe 
Helhodiit  Board,  also  by  tht  Bible  and  other  Soeietiet ;  and  still  was  very  oonsider- 
ably  less  than  the  salaries  of  Professors  in  Union  Theological  Seminary,  or  the  aver- 
age of  those  paid  to  the  pastors  of  by  no  means  the  most  expensive  churches  in  tbe 
city. 

But  the  secretaries  of  this  Society  do  not  wish  to  be  considered  as  standing 
on  the  basis  of  "how  much  can  they  get?"  They  do  not  stand  on  it  As  we 
have  said,  they  are  not  at  this  time  nor  were  they  last  year  receiving  the  aniouot 
which  was  deemed  their  due.  And  ever  since  these  times  of  distress  began,  in 
1878,  they  have  been  returning  several  hundred  dollars  of  their  salary,  each  year, 
to  tbe  Society  and  its  misaionnrics.  There  is  not  one  of  them  but  has  been  solicited 
byprofifersof  equal  or  more  pecuniary  worth  to  easier  and  more  honored  place- 
Tliey  desire  to  serve  this  cause.  Their  hearts  nre  in  it.  They  are  striving  to  re- 
dace  the  amounts  yet  paid  to  them  by  retrenchments  unknown  to  them  when 
pastors,  of  which  they  have  not  spoken,  and  would  not  now  speak  unless  so 
"  compelled." 


ON  TO  BELP-SUPPOBT  1 
[Here  is  more  matter  with  the  right  nn^  in  it.  It  oomes  from  Wiaconun,  from  onr 
Supwintendent  in  the  aoatham  part  of  that  State,  which  also  was  olassad  at  Detroit 
as  one  of  the  ''  wealth?  Statrs  of  the  Interior  that  ought  to  oome  to  self-support  st  so 
•arly  day."  This  is  part  of  a  "  Report "  read  at  La  Crosse,  Septemlwr  26.  Toal  De- 
troit Committee  was  not,  then,  at  all  too  advanoed  in  the  strong  ground  it  took,  or  tiis 
^rgumenta  it  enforoed.  We  believe  the  Sbaces  of  Hichigan.  Illinois,  Wisconain,  low*, 
are  now  only  waiting  the  bngle-catl  of  hrave  men  at  their  front — :hair  miniatsisl 
Shall  they  not  bear  it  T] 


DO   WK   WARB   PROORESS   I 

It  ia  jf ratifying  to  find  that  wU\t  t^«  n^\&  \xi<!,i«ma  of  onr  population  the  f^ 
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twenty  years — a  large  proportion  of  which  is  from  the  old  world— the  member 
ship  of  our  churches  has  increased  in  about  the  same  ratio. 

We  find  that  twenty  years  ago  watf  the  period  of  our  largest  home  missionary 
expenditure.  Since  then  the  appropriations  have  diminished  $6,000^  while  th^' 
contributions  have  increased  twofold. 

Take  a  period  of  five  years — the  time  in  which  our  State  Society  has  been  in 
existence — while  we  have  about  the  same  number  of  missionary  churches  and  of 
missioaaries  performing  about  the  same  amount  of  labor,  ten  fields,  embracing 
sixteen  churches,  have  come  to  self  support,  and  five  more  are  near  to  graduation 
from  our  list.  Three  fields  with  five  churches  have  been  reoccupied,  and  one  has 
reached  self-support. 

In  this  District  Home  Missionary  appropriations  have  been  diminished  $1,650, 
in  the  last  two  years,  while  ab;>ut  the  same  number  of  years  of  labor  have  been 
performed. 

WHAT  BHAXL  WE  ATTEMPT  IN  THE  NEAR   FUTURE? 

It.  is  now  forty -one  years  since  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  began 
work  in  Wisconsin.  During  this  time  we  have  grown  rapidly  in  population  and 
wealth. 

While  there  is  not  a  little  of  real  poverty  in  many  localities — a  frontier  experi- 
ence through  wliii^.h  many  are  passing  and  will  be  for  some  time  to  come,  especi- 
ally in  the  northern  part  of  our  State — yet  there  is  coming  to  be  a  good  degree  of 
independence,  as  indicated  by  the  fact  that  the  assessed  valuation  gives  an  average 
of  near  $400  to  each  man,  woman,  and  child.  The  style  of  our  homes  with  their 
furnishing,  the  carriages  we  drive,  our  farms,  stores,  warehouses,  shops,  all  indi- 
cate thrift ;  a  great  gain  on  twenty  years  ago. 

Besides,  we  have  our  cliurches  for  the  most  part  built,  and  other  buildings  such 
as  a  Christian  civilization  demands.  It  is  true  we  are  young  and  many  are 
loaded  down  with  debt;  yet,  with  such  material  resources  at  our  command,  the 
foundations  of  Christian  work  so  fully  laid;  with  a  resident  membership  of  18,- 
000,  led  by  so  able  and  devoted  a  ministry,  what  is  the  voice  of  God  bidding  u^ 
to  do  ?  Is  it  not  to  lay  our  plans  at  anee  to  take  the  chief  burden  of  our  support 
from  the  Parent  Society  ? 

The  work  outside  of  our  State  is  vast.  The  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi  has 
a  population  twice  that  of  our  entire  country  when  we  commenced  as  a  nation 
one  hundred  years  ago.  Yet,  for  all  that  vast  population,  we  have  less  than  400 
men ;  and  for  this  simple  reason — no  means  to  send  more. 

HOW  THE  WORK  GROWS. 

Since  five  years  ago  4,000  miles  of  railway  have  been  laid  down  in  home  mis- 
sionary territory.  What  a  multitude  of  new  depots  and  villages,  each  large  enough 
to  take  the  time  of  a  missionary,  have  thus  been  called  into  being  1  What  belts  of 
farms  opened,  what  an  amount  of  rural  population  has  been  crowding  forward,  in 
need  of  th^  bread  of  life  I  In  another  ^ve  years  a  belt  of  wild  land  equal  to  two 
States  like  Wisconsin,  or  fourteen  like  Massachusetts,  will  be  settled  and  will  ask 
for  help. 

DeTocqueville  calculated  that  on  a  breadth  extending  from  the  Lakes  to  the 
Gulf,  population  advanced  Westward  seventeen  miles  each  year,  and  he  professedl 
to  be  profoundly  moved  by  the  spectacle  of  this  deluge  of  men  driven  on  by  the 
hand  of  God.  I  am  thinking,  that  as  we  behold  these  new  settlements,  sprin^Ln^ 
into  being  aa  by.  magic  and  stretching  away  towarda  t\ie  «e;\Xm|^  vos^^^^  ^Q\i^A.\)i^ 
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proCooDdly  rooyed  by  the  growing  greatness  of  the  work  pressing  upon  the  Ameri- 
can Home  Missionary  Society. 

Besides,  New  England,  from  whence  a  large  share  of  the  Society^s  funds  are 
gathered,  has  a  growing  work  within  her  own  borders.  Connecticut  expends, 
within  her  awn  borders,  $8,000  more  than  she  did  ten  years  ago,  and  Massucha- 
setts  $6,000,  her  own  missionary  fields  increasing  in  that  time  from  fifty-fire  to 
ninety-two. 

Now,  in  view  of  our  own  growing  resources,  of  the  rapid  growth  of  the  work 
outside  of  our  State,  and  the  increased  call  upon  the  East  to  provide  for  its  own 
growing  needs,  is  there  not  a  voice  urging  us  to  take  upon  ourselves  a  much 
larger  share  of  the  work  ? 

But  can  we  take  the  chiff  Imrden  of  our  support  from  the  Parent  Society  t 

Suppose  first:  We  make  the  Wisconsin  Home  Missionary  Society  something 
more  than  a  name — give  it  a  body  and  fill  it  with  life.  Let  each  of  these  two  hun- 
dred churches  be  made  to  feel  itself  a  vital  organ  in  this  body,  with  some  func- 
tion to  perform.  Let  the  object  of  this  society,  viz.,  the  planting  and  raising  up 
of  vigorous  Christian  churches,  that  shall  stand  for  salvation  and  Christian  man- 
hood, rather  than  for  ritual  or  sect,  or  a  mere  theoretical  dogma,  be  clearly  set  before 
each  church,  till  it  bum  down  into  each  soul  and  the  conviction  be  reached,  that 
this  is  the  grandest  work  that  can  enlist  the  energies  of  mortals.  Make  this  So- 
ciety the  embodiment  of  the  love  and  zeal  of  the  churches  for  the  evangelizing  of 
Wisconsin.  Let  it  be  understood  that  through  this  Society  each  Church  can 
work  most  cfiSciently  for  this  end,  and  one  very  important  point  will  be  gained. 

Suppose  secondly :  Each  church  becomes  acquainted  with  our  State  religiously, 
as  farmers  do  agriculturally,  or  business  men  commercially.  Let  each  pastor  map 
out  before  his  people  the  field  where  the  various  companies  of  our  Wisconsin  Zion 
are  stationed,  and  the  points  where  help  is  needed.  Let  him  frequently  call  at- 
tention to  these  points  as  he  learns  of  their  needs,  and  so  make  his  people  familiar 
with  the  work  to  be  done.  A  fellowship  of  love  and  helpfulness  will  thus  be 
generated.  The  stronger  and  the  weaker  will  thus  come  into  loving  sympathy, 
and  so  a  second  important  point  will  be  gained. 

Suppose  thirdly :  Every  church  devise  some  plan  of  securing  an  offering  for 
this  work,  from  each  member  of  the  church,  and  from  such  members  of  the  con- 
gregation as  are  disposed  to  give.  No  matter  how  small  the  church  or  how  small 
the  offering,  let  it  be  done  earnestly  and  prayerfully,  as  under  the  impulse  of  a 
grand  motive,  and  another  important  point  will  be  gained. 

And  who  shall  say  that  with  the  gaining  of  these  three  points,  that  fourth  point 
of  self-support  will  not  be  soon  reached  ?  If  we  are  to  do  it  the  pastor  must  lead 
in  the  work,  said  a  leading  layman  of  wide  observation  in  speaking  of  this.mat- 
ter.  "  It  is  very  much  as  your  minister  says ;  if  the  pastors  of  our  churches  shall 
take  hold  of  the  work  in  right  good  earnest,  and  lead  off  in  that  direction,  it  will 
be  done.^^  Is  it  not  worth  while  for  our  Wisconsin  pastors  to  make  the  attempt  ? 
We  are  glad  of  the  gain  the  past  year.  More  churches  have  contributed,  and 
more  has  been  given  than  last  year. 

Woman^s  Missionary  Societies  are  beginning  to  find  that  the  Home  and  Foreign 
work  go  hand  in  hand — that  the  one  helps  the  other — surely  the  8,b00  women 
of  our  churches  can  be  a  power  in  this  direction  if  they  will. 

And  now,  for  the  sake  of  the  churches  of  our  State,  for  the  sake  of  the  new 
settlements  on  the  frontier,  for  the  sake  of  the  growing  demands  of  the  foreign 
field,  shall  wo  not  heed  the  voice,  "  Speak  unto  the  children  of  Israel  that  they  go 
forward  f " 


>  V  I' 
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THE  TREASURY. 

Most  of ,  this  number  has  been  given  to  the  Council  and  matters  pertaining  to 
it.  It  would  not  be  right  to  send  out  this — our  last  issue  for  1877-r- without 
earnestly  calling  attention  to  the  present  state  of  the  treasury. 

Could  the  Society  stop  work  for  a  month  or  two,  recall  the  commissions  it  has 
issued,  and  thus  have  no  claims  against  it  maturing,  and  no  pay-roll  filling, 
while  yet  its  income  should  be  as  usual,  there  would  be  no  "  arrears."  We  should 
more  than  overtake  the  "dues." 

After  a  hot,  dry  summer  the  mill-pond  is  drained.  It  has  no  **  head  of  water ; " 
tliere  is  notiiing  but  the  rocky,  naked  bottom  behind  the  dam.  A  small  rain  or 
even  a  good-sized  ordinary  rain  falls ;  the  pond  begins  to  fill.  If  this  might  go  on, 
by  and  by  there  would  be  an  abundant  fullness  there.  But  the  people  of  all 
the  country  near  are  crowding  around,  hungry,  starving ;  they  cannot  wait.  The 
sluices  are  opened,  and  the  water  is  ra}>idly  drained  off.  The  ravenous  wheels 
lick  it  up,  and  yet  do  hardly  move.  •  No  head  of  'water  can  be  had  at  such  a 
time  till,  instead  of  a  common  shower,  the  whole  heavens  gather  blackness,  the  big 
full  bursting  clouds  roll  tip,  and  there  is  an  outpouring  and  a  down-pour  that 
floods  the  hills  and  the  valleys  and  every  fountain  in  the  mountain's  breast,  and  the 
streams  come  as  living  things  from  all  sides,  pouring  themselves  forward  into 
the  po;id  and  gathering  in  fullness  behind  the  dam. 

Now,  on  the  Sunday-schools — those  **  little  hills  "  of  our  Zion — the  showers  of 
God  have  been  recently  falling,  and  they  have  been  sending  rivulets  down,  $30 
each,  according  to  the  Weeping  Water  plan ;  and,  no  doubt,  many  of  them  and  of 
their  older  friends  have  thought  to  meet  the  emergency  and  close  out  the  **  ar- 
rears "  by  this  effort.  And  so  they  would,  but  that  the  work  and  pay-roll  of  the 
Society  can't  stop,  but  still  go  on  creating  new  "  dues "  every  hour.  We  are 
deeply  grateful  to  these  Sunday-schools.  We  thank  God  that'  their  hearts  have 
l)een  so  touched  and  opened,  and  that  they  have  been  giving  as  they  have  to  the 
Society.  We  hope  and  pray  that  the  fountains  of  sympathy,  now  flovring,  will  not 
be  suffered  to  run  dry,  but  be  so  fed  as  to  prove  living  fountains  of  waters. 

Butr-it  will  not  be  till  the  "  mountains," — the  churches  and  those  of  larger  means 
than  Sunday-schools — till  all  "  the  valleys  "  too,  the  thousands  of  earnest  Chris- 
tian men  and  women  of  lesser  means,  shall  come  pouring  their  gifts  forward,  that 
such  relief  as  is  needed  will  be  furnished.  The  small  streams  yet  received  scarcely 
cover  the  rocky  bed  of  the  treasury.  The  debt  to-day  is  nearer  $85,000  than 
$30,000.  The  receipts  from,  living  contributors  in  October,  1877,  acknowledged 
in  this  number,  are  indeed  over  $4,000  in  advance  of  the  same  in  October,  1876 ; 
mnd  for  this  we  are  deeply  grateful  to  God  and  his  people.  But  we  need,  and  by 
the  instant  and  unhesitating  gift  of  the  friends  of  this  work  we  must  receive 
$75,000  before  the  month  of  December  ends,  if  we  are  to  square  accounts  with  our 
devoted  missionary  brethren,  many  of  whom,  on  the  frontier,  are  keenly  suffering 
for  what  is  essential  to  their  own  health  and  Christian  standing,  and  must  suffer 
yet  more  severely  if  this  relief  does  not  reach  them.  We  are  retrenching  at  every 
point.  Shall  the  missionaries  be  left  to  suffer?  Or,  shall  the  work  be  fearfully 
cut  down  ?  Or,  shall  relief  come — $75,000 — between  now,  Nov.  10,  and  the  end 
o€  December  ? 
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N.  A.  Calkins,  Treu&,  eo  Bible  House, 

New  York. 

Now  that  tlic  season  of  asROciationa, 
conferences,  and  cuuncil  is  ptist,  and 
pastors  and  fhurchcs  arc  svttlcil  at  humc 
fur  tbti  regular  routine  of  Christian  worlc, 
plans  coveiing  many  coming  months 
will  doubtless  be  matured.  The  eictl- 
lent  spirit  that,  as  all  testify,  pervaded 
the  National  Council,  will,  it  is  to  be 
bo|ied,  pervade  tlie  great  brotherhood  of 
'^')8''SKi^'o»al  Chu relies  which  were 
represented  in  that  body.  It  will  Ire 
deed  a  cause  for  thankfulneHs  if  the 
meeting  at  Detroit  ahalt  prove  the  licgin- 
ning  of  a  neq  era  of  earnest,  harmonious 
Mid  aucceasful  Christian  work. 

In  the  clinnged  position  of  the  ('ong[ 
gational  Union,  which  leaves  it  but  o 
office  and  one  secretary,  it  becomes  mc 
than  ever  necessary  that  the  thoroU};h 
conviction  which  so  widely  exists  of  the 
importance  of  its  work  thould  exprot 
iltelf  ID  united  and  vigorous  effort  to  re- 
plcnisb  the  treasury,  and  to  give  new  im- 
pulse to  the  church-building  movement. 
Here  convictions  accompttHli  nothing. 
Boards  of  admin isti-ati on,  however  wise 
and  efficient,  can  accomplish  nothing, 
apart  from  the  ministers  and  churches  to 
whom  Iheymust  look  for  their  rcGources. 
If,  as  in  past  years,  two-thirds  of  the 
Congregalionat  Churches,  even  in  the 
States  that  have  themselves  Tteeittd  most 
aid,  give  nothiug  to  help  on  the  work  of 
building  houses  of  worship  in  the  new 
settlements,  the  work  cannot  be  dune. 
The  responjiibility  tor  ita  successful 
proaecjition  is,  by  the  new  arrangements 
(if  administration,  throvtn  chiefly  on  the 
patlort,  and  they  will  decide  the  quation 
whether  there  shall  be  furnished  ample 
means  for  rendering  effectu^  aid  to  the 
needy  churches,  or  whether  theM  slmll 


stretch  out  imploring  hands  in  rain. 
Other  benevolent  societies  can  send 
agent«,  of  one  kind  or  another,  to  pre- 
sent their  respective  causes  to  the 
churches  that  are  able  to  give  and  urge 
them  to  liberal  contribntions.  Bnt  Iha 
Union  can  do  nothing  of  the  uirL  It 
will  be  obliged  to  rely  chiefly  on  printed 
statements  and  appeals,  and  on  the  spon- 
taneous and  hearty  co-operation  of  the 
miaistera  who,  after  all,  are  the  most 
efflcient  pleaders  with  their  people  for 
benevolent  objects,  when  they  in  good 
earnest  take  the  matter  in  hand.  Not- 
withstanding the  difficulties  which  liave 
tended  to  embarrass  the  Union  in  it* 
nork  during  the  past  year,  the  churches 
I  ihnt  liave  Ijccn  uied  to  contribute  hav* 
stood  by  it.  with  vei'y  slight  exceptions ; 
although  from  the  stress  of  the  times, 
the  contributions  have  of  course  been 
Hinaller.  With  better  crops  at  the  West, 
and  reviving  business  in  fhe  country 
generally,  churches  without  places  of 
worship  are  moving  to  build  in  greater 
numbers;  and  applications  that  have 
been  for  some  months  on  hand  are  still 
waiting  to  be  acted  on  by  the  trustees; 
so  that  the  need  of  contributions  is  still 
urgent.  No  question  has  been  raised 
among  us  as  to  the  absolute  necessity  uf 
aiding  the  weak  churches  to  build.  Th* 
only  complaint  in  relation  to  the  work 
of  the  Union  has  lieen  on  the  score  of 
economy;  and  as  the  trustees  have  oow 
effectually  removed  all  cause  of  further 
Amplaint  on  this  point,  they  confidently 
look  for  the  warm  sympathy  and  vigui^ 
ous  co-operation  of  all  who  desire  to  en- 
large oar  Congregational  fellowship  and 
to  help  on  the  great  work  of  home  evan- 
gelization. With  these,  the  board  will  b« 
able  to  respond  to  the  pressing  calUthat 
aremadeuponit  Without  these,  theba- 
loved  brethnjii  nn  the  froulir-i  «  ijjii>t  con- 
tinoe  to  suffir  on,  niid  i)reciou.'i  ojiportn- 
nitieata  advance  the  Savior's  cause  in 
onr  ooontr;  must  be  in  man;  oases  loat. 
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Ammrioan  OoQego  and   Bduoation  So* 

oloty. 

Ret.  IncrbasbN.  Tarboz,  D.D.,  See. 
Jambs  IL  Gordon,  Esq.,  Trsas. 

Office,  No.  82  Gong.  House,  Boston. 
Money  may  be  sent  either  to  the  Treas- 

•  urer,  in  Boston ;  or  to  Rev.  Charlbs 

P.  Bush,  D.D.,  89  Bible  House,  New 

York. 

Below  will  be  found  the  action  taken 
at  the  late  National  Congregational 
Council  at  Detroit,  respecting  the  Ameri- 
can College  and  Education  Society. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Hawks,  of  Ohio,  from 
the  committee  to  which  had  been  re- 
ferred the  report  from  this  Society,  made 
the  following  report : 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  this  So- 
ciety leaves  little  for  the  committee  to 
do  but  to  emphasize  its  salient  points. 

:• .  The  union  of  the  **  American  Edu- 
cational Society  "  and  the  **  College  So- 
ciety" was  a  wise  measure.  Results 
have  justified  it.  The  method  by  which 
tlie  colleges  needing  aid  are  permitted 
to' solicit  it  seems  an  equitable  one,  and 
not  in  conflict  with  the  principle  of 
economy  which  must  obtain  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  all  our  benevolent  socie- 
ties. It  is  the  opinion  of  your  Committee 
that  the  moral  influence  of  this  Council 
should  inforce  their  plea,  whenever  they 
ask  aid  on  the  fields  which  the  Society 
has  assigned  them. 

2.  It  is  not  expedient  for  the  churches 
to  decline  to  aid  young  men  in  prepara- 
tion for  the  ministry.  And,  whatever 
incidental  evils  attend  the  present  sys- 
tem of  aiding  them,  it  is  not  just  to  ask 
that  they  shall  spend  ten  years  in  prepar- 
ing to  serve  the  churches  without  substan- 
tial assistance  from  those  who  are  to  be 
lienefited  from  their  long  course  of  study. 

Tour  Committee  think  that  ample 
means  should  be  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  this  Society,  that  worthy  and  capable 
young  men  may  be  encouraged  to  make 
suitable  preparation  for  a  work  which 
they  covet,  but  which  they  cannot  enter 
upon  if  left  to  their  own  resources.  And 
they  ezpress^the  belief  that  tha  churches 
of  the  Interior  ought  to  do  more  than 


they  are  doing  Jo  furnish  these  means. 
These  churches  are  giving  many  of  the 
men  who  are  to  be  educated  ;  will  they 
not  also  more  generously  aid  in  the  work 
of  training  them  in  the  schools  ? 

Undoubtedly  much  is  done  by  them 
which  does  not  appear  in  the  reports  of 
this  Society.  We  wish  that  the  "dream  " 
of  Dr.  Tarbox  might  be  realized,  and 
*'  that  it  might  be  known,  year  by  year, 
what  is  really  accomplished  in  this  way  .. 
by  our  denomination/^ 

But,  whatever  is  done,  the  utmost  car«  / 
should  be  taken  that  only  good  and  ca- 
pable men  be  aided.  To  eleyate  ^he 
character  of  the  ministry  so  that  it  shall 
deserve  and  shall  command  the  respect 
of  all  thoughtful  persons,  sifould  be  the 
aim  of  all  those  who  have  the  oversight 
of  these  benevolent  offerings  of  our 
churches. 

.  For  this  reason  the  action  o|  th« 
Directors  of  this  Society,  making  it  a  rule,  - 
with  proper  exceptions,  to  **  receive  upon 
the  lists  only  those  who  are  pursuing  the 
full  collegiate  and  theological  course  of 
study,"  seems  to  be  eminently  wise  and 
worthy  of  the  indorsement  of  this  Coun- 
cil The  fact  that  there  are  exceptions 
must  be  recognized,  and  we  have  confi- 
dence that  the  oflScers  of  this  Society  will 
not  fail  to  treat  them  fairly. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

With  the  return  of  better  days,  in  ths 
business  affairs  of  the  country,  -ws 
earnestly  hope  and  expect  that  the  So- 
ciety will  be  relieved  from  the  embarrass- 
ments which  have  rested  upon  its  opera- 
tions for  a  year  or  two  past.  We  havf 
made  the  regular  October  appropriation 
this  fall  to  our  young  men — more  than 
three  hundred  in  number — and  in  doing 
this  our  treasury  is  entirely  exhausted, 
and  the  next  appropriation  day  will 
come  on  the  0th  of  January  next  The 
Directors  would  regard  it  as  a  great  ca- 
lamity to  be  obliged  to  withhold  or  cut 
short  that  appropriation  in  mid -winter, 
through  lack  of  funds.  Last  year,  we 
were  compelled'  to  witlihold  two  appro- 
priations, because  of  the  low  4itate  of  our 
treasury. 
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§^p])iDiitttmetttji  in  (l^ttiylrn,  1877. 


N»t  in  eomimittkm  kut  if€ar, 

"Bmr,  AbrnhAm  P.  Hitchcock,  Olympia,  Waab.  Ter. 
Ber.  Urial  FMrmin,  Shiloh  Rnd  Oos'^en,  Kao. 
Ber.  William  G.  McCane,  EnrekA,  Kan. 
Bev.  William  H.  Atkinmn,  Orchard  and  oat-stationa, 

Iowa. 
Ker.  Albro  L.  Qreene,  East  Stockholm,  N.  T. 


B§<ommUtUmed, 

• 

B«T.  James  W.  Harris,  The  Dalles,  Orefron. 

Bov.  Hugh  0.  Walshe,  Pescadero  and  San  Oregorio. 
Cal. 

Bev.  Clarendon  M.  Sanden.  Cheyenne,  Wyoming. 

Bev.  Albert  J.  Chittenden.  Boalder.  Col. 

Ber.  John  Gray,  Wahoo,  Cedar  Blnffs.  Ithaca  and 
Weston,  Neb. 

Ber.  Charles  J.  Adams,  Winfleld,  Williams,  Excelsior, 
and  Now  Salem,  Kan. 

Ber  Hiram  A.  Bnindidge,  Neodosha,  Altoona,  Syca- 
more and  out-stations,  Kan. 

Bev.  Joseph  B.ntves,  Douglas  and  Pleasant  Valley. 
Kan. 

B«v.  Thomas  D.  Phillips,  Great  Bend  and  ricinity, 
Kan. 

B«T.  Bobert  Samuel,  Cawker  City,  Kan. 


Ber.  Bobert  8.  Armstrong,  IfcFhemn  and  oiitslB- 
tion,  Minn. 

Ber.  Charles  A.  Conant.  Dnlntb  and  Brainerd,  Miim. 

Ber.  Dennis  Goodsell,  Fergus  Falls,  Minn. 

Bev.  Arthur  E.  Arnold,  Le  Mara,  Iowa.  - 

Ber.  Addison  D.  Kincer,  Chapin  and  Hampton,  lova. 

BcT.  Luther  P.  Ma'hewis  Postrille,  Iowa« 

Bev.  Peter  Weidmann,  Lansing  Bidge,  Iowa. 

Rev.  Charles  W.  Wiley,  Humboldt  and  Weaver,  Iowa. 

Rev.  Qttincy  L.  Dowd,  Warren,  Wia. 

Bev,  Orville  S.  Smith,  Sprinir  Green,  Wis. 

Bev.  Leander  CnrtisA,  Weldon  Creek,  Branch,  Sher- 
man and  out'Stations,  Mich. 

Bev.   Richard  Lewis,   Ludington  and  ont-fftationB, 
Mich. 

Bev.  Seneca  S.  Slyter,  Nunica,  Fruitport  and  Spoon- 
vlUe,  Mich. 

Bev.  Thomas  Towlcr,  Hart,  Mich. 

Rev.  Levi  F.  Waldo,  Shelby,  Mich. 

Rev.  Joseph  C.  Plumb,  Joplin,  Mo. 

Rev.  James  F.  Smith.  Crete  und  Matteaon,  HI. 

Rev.  John  J.  Bond,  Spring  Creek  and  oiit-statioDS 
Penn. 

Rev.  Thomas  Heywood,  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

Rev.  Euscbius  Hale,  Baiting  Hollow,  N.  T. 

Rev.  Thomas  W.  Jones,  Ticonderoga,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Edgar  Perkins,  Copenhagen,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Samuel  H.  Switzer,  MunnKville,  N.  Y. 
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MAINE.— $81.60. 

Gorham,  First,  by  J.  C.  Card.  |24  10 
Bkowhegan,  Ladies,  by  Bev.  W.  Woodbury, 

freight,  2  60 

Winthrop,  A  Friend,  5  00 


NEW  HAMPSHIBB— $699.00. 

Beceived  by  L.  D  Stevens,  Tr.  N.  H.   M. 
Soc.  : 
Cornish,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Wyman,  to 
const,     herself,   Rev.    J.    T. 
Jackson  and  Mrs.  Martha  M. 
Jackson,  L.  Ms., 
Hancock,  Ladies'  Sew.  Circle  by  Lucy  W. 

Tuttle,  freight, 
Hennikor,  on  account  of  Legacy  of   H. 
Gibson,  by  Rev.  E,  H.  Greeley, 
.    Ljrme,  Sabbath  school,  by  D.  C.  Churchill, 
to  const  S.  W.  Balch  a  L.  M., 
Ladies'    Sew.-  Circle,     by     Mrs.    L.     A. 


Churchill,  freight. 

New  Ipswich,  ChUdren's  Fair  $24  :  Sab- 
bath-school $6,  for  the  Debt  by  Mrs.  C. 
H.  Obcar, 

Orford.  Woman's  Board  of  Missions, 
freight, 

West  Lebanon,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt., 
by  Bev.  A.  B.  Rich, 

VBBMONT- $121.00. 

Vermont    Dom.  H.    M.   Soo.,    by   J.   C. 

Emery,  Tr., 
Bamet,  by  Rev.  N.  B.  Nichols, 
Middlebnry,  Mrs.  L.  Barrows, 
Newbury,  P.  W.  Ladd, 
Bipton,  *' additional,'' 


SOO  00 
8  00 

299  00 

SO  00 

6  00 

80  00 

300 

80  00 


16  00 
6  00 

5  00 

6  00 
300 


St.  Albans,  Ladies,  by  Mrs.  W.  H  Johnson, 
freight, 

St  Johnsbury,  Mrs.  W.  P.  Fairbanks,  for 
the  Debt,  $80 ;  Ladies'  Soc.  of  the  South, 
for  the  Debt,  f:)0 ;  Mrs.  W.  W.  Hagar, 
for  the  Debt,  |16 ;  by  Mrs.  W.  P.  Fair- 
banks, 

Thetford,  A  Friend, 

Westminster,  West,  Ladiea,  by  Mrs.  A. 
Stevens,  freight. 


MABSACHUBBTT8— $4,783.87. 

Mass.  Home  Miss.   Soc.,   by  C.   Demond, 

Tr., 
Amherst    CoUege   Ch.,  by  Prof.   W.    C. 

Esty, 
Athol,  Ladies'  H.  M.   Soc,   by  Mrs.  S.  C. 

Judd,  freight, 
Che^terfiold,  Mrs.  Edward  Clarke,  by  J.  L. 

Warriner,  Tr.  Hampshire  Miss.  Soc.. 
Enfield,  Sabbath- school,  for  the  Debt,  by 

B.  L.  Thayer, 
Florence,  Mrs.  Sawyer, 
Great  Batrington,   Legacy  of  Mary   and 

Nancy  Kellogg,  by  H.  Crittenden,  adm., 
Lawrence,  Lawrence  Street,   by  Rev.    J. 

Coit, 
Massachusetts,  a  Lady  in  Hampshire  Co., 
Newton,    Elliot  Sabbath-schoul,    for  the 

Debt,  Mr.  Trowbridge, 
Nortliampton,  A  Friend, 
Sheffield,  First,  by  T.  C.  Wickwire, 
Springfield,  *'  G.  M.,"  to  const.  Rev.  C.  S. 

Vedder,  D.  D..  Bev.  J.  F.  Merriam,  and 

Miss  Mary  B.  Campbell, 

*'H.  M.," 


|2  0C 


75W 
10  00 

100 


2,000  00 

87  35 

800 

600 

50  00 
3lH) 

600  00 

100  00 

80  00 

140  00 

4«« 


600  00 

eoooo 


rm   BOVU   KIBilORABT. 


4roo<» 

SO(tt 
81  M 


OOHNBDT  lCT7T-w|8!IT.M. 
Reortied  by  P.  t.  JumiD  : 

Lllclineld.'  L.  U,, 
Ul  CiTiaet.  A  Friend, 


hsn.  LIlchllaM  Co.  H.  > 


Hinrotd.  a 

aobbatll-aabaal    r 
the  Debt,  b;  Bi 


New  Baian.  College  SCnM,  ti/JL  Town- 


|IU.  by  D,  Atbtt.  88  fl 

PUnt4VillL-.Mr*.ir.Beinonl,tlyT.HlKginB.    i«l  0 
Pouifret.  On   Acronjl  of   Leimcy  0'   '    ~ 

BnlinbuTT.  aalrtsUi-Kboul,  lar  Dm  Di 
T.  L.  HDmm. 


Vernon.    I.adli<>,    by    U 


[h  L.  W.  RinlinBD 
k  H.  TiiUmnilgn, 


BrooLlyn.  Cltcbiti  Awniio,  by  W.  H.  Hur- 
Hi  nl  ufhipli  from  A.  a.  BiirnM.  JIOO, 

CI«r  CiHh,  |10 ,  BlHnstoD,  •? ;  br  Bit. 
L.T.  HuoD, 

CUftoD  Bprlsgi,  Ba*.  V.  W,  Wuna, 


llnllwl 


r,„-(.  i.l.MrJ,  by  ne».  F.  Long. 

I'l..r-n( r,  b/  l^,v,  h!  W.  H.  Wotlibis, 

FiMklin.'^dd'l.  bj  T.  M.  Bortlett, 
(lloveHIlllD.    Cb.,    ffOU.JO;    UnL    U.    IT. 

fltoe.  tGO;  A.  JnJwn,  ffiU:  Util  H. 

w!  BiQiih.  s'lU ;  Ho."  W,  B.  I'Bfk,  tlU ; 

U  v"n  SI>kf,■^(l^b/J^L' 'gbl',';.,*''* 

Honb  CcllinVfJ  lt=v?J.'D,  Wooflmd, 
Nonb  Kvann.  ft-t-onU,  Iq'  Rer.  J,  H,  Ojq|k 

Nnntl  Jivit,  Flnl^  bf  UsT.  J.  V,  Ctawi^ll, 
Owtgu,  aiibli«lli-ioliuol,  (or  the  J)Bl»,  hj  J, 


BOO 

wKWJEnsfir-gm.oo, 

MOO 

BloomD.JH,  MlH  F.  E.  DffdBl 

80  00 

'^"'r'^teXb^^ri^Vj^o 

B»ub.th -.11111101,   I'm!.,  (or 

4UC0 

BOO 

J«rKy  Cll]f,  MlM.    Son.    or  tl 

Khoul  or  lbs  Flnt,  lor  the  I) 

00(10 

Moiitcbitr,  Sabl»lb-S(ibool  o( 

thu  li.'f.i,  bjr  r.  H.  Bortleo, 

80  00 

No«it..|d,   Firtt.  SS.U;    K.;v 

fH.HO, 

80  OU 

Ontiigo  VallHj,  Bubbitli-Ktio 

aooo 

aooo 


rBHNsVLVANU— )M.OO. 


nw 

(la^ttii.  I^.b^bJL,  W.  H.  G(e«, 

80  00 

85  OU 

OHIO.-  (188.00. 

80  00 

jMlt.,!!.  Bi.l.buLH-wh.>ol  for  Uh  Dsbt,  by 

80  00 

woo 

Bellevie,  >(«  k"^,  »!0  ;  8,  W.  Bo1«, 

816.                                                             ^ 

ssoo 

OlevolaiMl,  On  Aoooont  of  Ltgiwy  of  B. 

T.y1ot  bj  J.  «■.  TBjlor,  E< 

mu 

so  00 

Oiwriln.  J.  U.  cmtko, 

lU  oo 

«t 

I'oUDd.    -'  UtviDgf   or  ■  little  depirteJ 

««r 

itaDBhter."  bj  H.  J.  <Jl«k, 
INDlAKA-iaaS. 

OS 

88  00 

Feiu,  bj  Rev.  J.  B.  Puimelee, 

«w 

ILLINOIS— 8711, M. 
M™:lvi><lhjRi!T.  M.  K.WbtitlMey: 
Chuuijiil^n  l^bbsih.KbooI,  for 

Debt,                                          830  00 
tllltoD.  Un.  S.  OiDoro.                     4  (lO 

Blkj,'"      '                                       8  00 
Vloli.,                                                v» 

MOB 
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IkuwnnlinrBh.    PIr.t,     by   Itov.    A.    M. 

»00 

ly  Hoi.  C.  A.  TowlB, 


ttii  Uebl,  l^  W.  TnTj, 
UnUoDii,  Ptnt.  by  llei.  P.  P.  W 


THE 


BOHB   UBRIOMABT. 


•.L.U.. 

<.  Ch,  and  Siib'tetb-Kh 


KIBEOUttl-tHB.TB. 


BipabKc,  bT  Rev.  S.  O.  EUlaU. 


■0  46 
10  00 

so  DO 


t  RaplcU,  tIT.lS,  Rav. 


»l ,  by  nty.  B.  O. 

Brysm. 

Munfcreun.  Pint,  liy  Her 

W.  It.  B«»n-, 

(Mkwoort,  Mei.  W.  A.  B 

OlKc  Hid  Robliinin,  by 

lei.  i..  H.  Ruber 

OWMD,  Flfl,  at  wh.  tHI  Ttwn  A.  Gould, 

Pail»»ter.  Firm,  by  H* 

W.  B.  Csiavroll, 

ool,  for  ihc  Debt. 

by  U.  J.  MuKoH. 

Tbreo  0•k^  riTM,  by  Bt 

V .  P.  B.  Pumy, 

Vmion,  Flr-I.  l.y  llev.  \ 

.  M.  KfLoge, 

YiHiUuti.  A.  W.  IMnd, 

Kwf  LTed  by  Kov,  P.  B.  Do* : 

Dartfora.  LkttW  KUt. 

eve..        as  DO 

ll«iHl»i.  A  Prlend. 

Bh.^boyp.p, 

10  00 

IU«l«d  by  Bdv.  H.  a. 

|1  i  tSrt. 

W«l,  (l. 

t*oo 

IMiKm,  «Wl, 

•  us 

Wwniiu.'  Ml-.  Boc 

miIlIm:,  so  oo 

Clinton,  l 


la  and  Beynlton,  by  Rev.  u 
H-  KlM.  8oc,  by  Itlm  3. 1 


Ptankii.  Ba>.  a,  W.   Wnlnvriebt, 


FrankolUc.  tl4.I0  ;  Bainund, 
by  Dsv.  a.  W.  WlllDWTl|t■^ 


It,   ilO; 

(iwi ; 


DecemW^ 

±  SamDdfAt,  Pint,  by 

W.  k.  Rtcfaanla, 
by  Bn.  J.  A.  Ban. 


tl1« 


l-rlnBhar,  B6c  ;  Bbridon.  $«.6S.  byBm. 

Tlpion,  L*dl»-  MIh.  Anx.  Sot.  by  Mn.  B. 

KINHBBOT  A  — ttSO.SO. 
Bcoclved  hy  Her.  L.  H.  Cobb. 
iumlB.  by  W.  ChEnsj,  Tt.  Xliui. 

B.  M,  Sac.,  •«  n 

Blackmail.  lialibath.Khoat  tnt 
UebL  by  T.  Wllnoo,  Bu[>L.  wh. 
«>Q>t.Ulm*I.M..  SO  00 


u   l-lynu 


y  B.  Ooodhm. 


wCwric^ 


BcrUDD.  Pilgrim,  by  Bai. 


SI  71 


.  Ingalk, 
Fl^^ll.W. 


KANSAB— •7B.g4> 
Bulla  aty  and  BtockUn,  by  Rgt.  R.  S. 
(8.aO;    Prairto  HOI. 


|«.K3.  by  Ben,  C.  A 


;.   CIL.  by  llBT.  B.   D. 


B  Debt,  by  Har.  P.  0. 


MBBRABKA— liecbO. 


d  OrtBii,  ill  Eei,  O.  C.         _ 


Anrota.  Un.  W.  WooIdihi,  tS  <  MMrta         ^ 
WlUie.  60c  bj  K«'-  W.  Woobnu,  »  5 

ATDia.  H,  R.  ChimlilU.  ■  " 


r- 
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BeaTer  CroSKliig,  by  Rev.  F.  Alley,  #&  00 

Boda  Flat  and  Olive  Bmncb.  by  BeT.  W. 

Sftss,  '  7  00 

Clear  Water,  Nelifrh  and  West  Cedar  Val- 
ley, by  Rev.  H.  Orifflth,  81  80 
Cedar  Bluff  and  Wahoo,  by  Rev.  J.  Gray,      25  00 
Creightun,  Fin«t,  by  Rev.  C.  H.  EmerRon.        20  00 
Crete,  Bnbbath-whuol,   for  the  Debt,    by 

Rev.  C.  F.  VeiU,  «0  00 

Plyniuutb,     Ladies'  Board,   by  Rev.    H. 

Bate^  1  80 

Snttcn,  Mr.   Hilderbrand,  by  Rev.  H.  N. 
Gates  10  CO 

COLORADO  -  $44.47.  * 

Colomdo  Sprlngrs  for  Debt,  by  Rev.  R.  T. 

Cross,  30  00 

Lougtnont,  First,  by  Rev.  M.  K.  Holbrook,     14  47 

UTAH— $80.00. 

Sale   Lake  City,  S.ibbath- School,  for  tha 
Debt,  by  Rev.  W.  M.  BnrruWK, 

CALIFORNIA-$1.5.00. 

Bntteville,  by  Rev.  R.  GmvcR, 
SanU  Itoba,  Itev.  W.  T.  Haley, 

OREGON— §192.8&, 

Received  by  JanjOM  Steele,  Tr.  Oregon  H. 
M.  So«\. 

Oregon  H.  M.  Soc.,  |27  15 

PortlHfitl,  m  30 

Coll.  ui  the  A6SOC.,  '^5  50 


m  00 


10  00 
6  OU 


Oregon  City,  First,  by  RcV.  D.  B.  Gray, 

WASHINGTON  TERRITORY- $2.50. 

Sehorae,  by  Jax.  Steele,  Tr.  Oregon  H.  M. 
Soc., 

CANADA— $15.00. 

Shcrbrooke,  Prov.   Qncbec,  T.   S.  Morey, 
$5:  S.  Mon-.y,  $IU, 

HOME  MISSIONARY, 


148  86 
41  00 


2  60 

16  00 
S3  85 


FOR  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  WORK, 
[See  Leajtet  for  particnlarH.]        ^ 


911,86a  14 
ia2  14 

#11,485  28 


Donations  of  Clothing,  eU\ 

Atho!,  Ma«w.,  Ladies'  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  by 

Mrs.  S.  C.  J  add,  bbl., 
BernardKton,  Ma>;R.,  Ladien*  Soc.,  by  C.  S. 

Slate,  Sec.,  bbl.  nnd  freight, 
Brooklyn,   Ct ,   Lndies"  Churitable  Soc.,   by 

Mn.  Edwin  Robinson,  bbl., 
&>ncord.  N.  fi..  Ladies  of  Soath  Ch.,  by  Mrs. 

A.  it.  Ayres  two  ublR. 
Ea^t  Uaddam,  Ct.,  Ladies  of  First  Ch.,  by 

Mn*.  «.  S.  Reed,  bbl.,  * 

Flushing,  N.  Y.,  tmnk. 
Hancock,  N.  H.,  Ladies,  by  Mrs.  Lucy  M. 

Totiie,  box, 
Lyme.  N.  H.,  Lndien' Sevring  Circle,  by  Mrs. 

J^  A.  Churoliill,  bbj., 
Orford,  N.  H.,  Woman's  Board  of  Missions, 

bbl.. 
Perry  Cimtre,  N.  Y.,  Ladies,  by  Mrs.  T.  J.  Al- 
ton, bi>l.  and  ca^h,  . 
Plymouth,  Ut..  Ladies^  Benev.  Soc.,  by  E.  B. 

Wells,  box,  sewing-machine,  and  ca^h, 
St.  Alb.'vns,  Vt.,  Ladies'  Home  Mist*.  Soc.,  by 

Mn>.  W.  H.  Johnson,  two  bbUu, 
Sherburne,  N.  Y.,  A  Few  Ladies,  by  Miss 

Electa  Rexrord.  bbl., 
Skuwht.'gau,  Me.,  Ladies,  by  Rev.  W.  Wood-. 

bury,  bbl. 
Westminster,  West,  Vt,  Ladies,  by  Mrs.  Al- 
fred Stevens  bbl., 
Wilmette,  111.,  Lilies  of  First  Ch.,  bbl.. 


$67  00 
43  76 
94  00 

80  00 


36  00 

60  00 

84  00 

ISO  00 

176  00 

942  00 

80  00 

41  00 
100  UO 

^  tks  ManaekuMtU   ffom$  JUnkmarp 
JSodOp^  in  October,  OHABUts  DMCoim,  Trtat, 

m 

Abington,  First,  Sabliath-school,  for  Debt, 
Adams,  North,  by  H.  J.  Whitney, 

South,  Sabbath  school,  for  Debt, 
Amesbnry  and  Salisbury, 
Amherst,  North, 

Sabbath-school  for  Debt, 

So,,  by  R.  B.  Bridgeman, 
Andover,  Chai>el,  Sabbtith-school,  for  Debt, 

West, 
Ash  by, 

SablMith-school  for  Debt, 
Athol,  Sabbath-school,  to  const.  Rev.  H.  A. 

Blake  a  L.  M..  for  Debt, 
Bsilardvale,  Sabbath -school,  for  Debt, 
Bsmstable,  West, 
Billrrica,  Ladiets 
Boston. 

Brighton,  Sablwth  Fchool,  for  Debt, 

Dorchenter,    Second,    Sabbath  school,   for 
Debt, 
A  Friend, 

Eliot.  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 

Immanuel,  mon.  con., 
Sabbath -school  for  Debt, 

Old  South,  by  L.  M.  Child, 
Sabbath- school,  fur  Debt, 
Chaniben*  Si.  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 

Walnut  Av.  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 

Two  Friends, 

Mrs.  F.  R.  Abbe,  to  const  Alvan  J.  Abbe  a 
L.  M., 
Boxboro, 
Bradford,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 

Branch  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
BridgewHter,  Central  Sq.  Babbath-schoo),  for 

Debt, 

Scotland, 
Biookline,  Harvard, 
Byfleld, 
Canton, 
Chelsf-a,  First, 

Miss  A.  M.  Dutch, 
Chi<x>pee,  Second,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
CohaH-sett,  Sabbath-school,  to  const.  Philander 

Bates  a  L.  M.,  for  Debt, 
Concord,  sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Conway,  Sabbath-schooL,  for  Debt, 
Danvers,  Flr>t,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Dartmouth,  South,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Dighton  Centre,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Essex,  South    Conference,  by  Rev.  W.  B.  C. 

Wight. 
Falrhaven,  Miss  Sarah  P<^, 
Fall  River,  Third,  Sabbath-fechool,  for  Debt, 
Fitchburg,  RoUstone, 

Sabbath  Khool,  for  Debt, 
Framingham,  South,  A  Friend, 
l<'ranklin, 

South, 
Gardner,  Sabbath-school,  to  const.  John  C. 

Bryant  a  L.  M.,  for  Debt, 
GilbertvUle,  Sabbath-schooL,  for  Delit, 
GlouccHter,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  80  00 

Hampden  Beu.  Am.,  Charlim  Marsh,  Tr.: 

Chester  Centre,  $16  40 

Feeding  Hills,  9  48 

Holyoke,  Second,  81  25 

Longmeadow,  East,  to  const.  Yash* 
ni  Pease  a  L.  M.,  69  00 

Ludlow,  Children's  Miss.  Soc.,  14  00 

Palmer,  Secontl,  lU  60 

Westfield,  Second,  14  17 

148  80 

Westfleld  Centre,  by  E.  Kelly,  296  OU 

Haverhill,  Centre,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,      80  00 

North.  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  40  00 

Holbrook,  Mrs.  E.  N.  H.,  60  00 

Mrs.  C.  S.  Holbrook,  80  00 

Hollies,  N.  H.,  for  Debt,  80  OU 

Uousatonic,  Sabbath-school,  to  const.  Jennie 

L.  l^llory  a  L.  M.,  for  Debt,  80  00 

Hyde  Park.  Sabbath-acbool,  for  Debt,  80  00 

Laacaater,  Sabbath-achool,  for  Debt,  80  00 


$80  00 

27  no 

80  IH 

672 

42  00 

80  00 

10  00 

80  00 

18  00 

67  <« 

80  00 

80  00 

80  00 

11  86 

800 

81  02 

80  00 

20  00 

80  00 

96  00 

80  UO 

482  48 

80  00 

80  00 

80  00 

16  00 

80  00 

19  96 

60  UU 

10  UO 

80  00 

18  6U 

1U4  11 

6  CO 

21  UU 

62  89 

10  UO 

80  OU 

80  00 

48  UO 

80  00 

80  00 

750 

80  UU 

89  81 

10  UO 

80  00 

108  80 

80  00 

10  00 

17  10 

600 

80  00 

80  00 

/ 
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(10  M 

I«,  Skblwb-rbouL,  fur  IXihl, 

aiiiO 

t.  L.  KUborn. 

lUM 

Hn.  J.  V.  15>Bt>u, 

Un.  U.  Kn 

Iah-h,  Sibtnih.KbuiiI.  fur  DuU. 

autw 

IB« 

LlbwW.  Hu.,  mx  r.  II.  Gl««n, 

LttUstua.  tOUMtb-uboj),  [ur  Uitii, 

£"5 

Lynm  rum, 

»ou 

ibuui,  rint,  guvi9Ti]r  Col , 

"S 

WW 

MullMca,  Uoloii  S»Bh»Ui  FClwol.  (or  Drl*. 

suw 

Kedfurd,  Un.  A.  J,  ^4W,  lg  oobM.  ~Lf  ■ 

SB  Olt 

wed 

SWhiiihicfado]. 

WUIJ 

87  3* 

HlUcml,  IMUbillh-H^ilcKll,  lui  IVUt, 

8»IM 

Itn.ck.  s,rt)i»Ui*iiu«l,  (irt  Dubi, 

B.  K.  lUmmuiid. 

wuu 

Smwuanton,  UeliovUll,  SMllWti-Kliuot,  for 

Uctai, 

»t™ii  Ona..  yini,  B«W*iU*..l.>x.l,  tor 

IM.I. 

sow 

Nonlumpbiit.  rir«.  B>l^cb-Kh»4.  (or  1>I. 

4U  M 

saw 

SucUi  DnoiUli^,  I'lral.  HiliUsUi-KluAl,  fur 

l«Ul, 

10  00 

BOMS  loanoHAST.  DeL-cinber,  ] 

For  fiDitdiT-Bcboal  W«k  [w 


£(Huuloiu  iif  CMMiHs  «c.,  r 


BoeUuiil,  li  U.  J.  Luc. 


Xemiiliibiu.l.  lUkK, 


ul,  lot  ]h>bl, 
i.  D.  Shuniuk. 


t   iinlibuh-Khuul,  (< 


I  Mm.  B.  E.  Pi 

fl  M™.  Win.  Jt 


:  Uj  Mnk  J.  W.T™ 


N«w  lUvn,  ConiBS  SmM,  b;  SuDutI  Uojd. 

Tr., 
N<w  lUTcn.  HDWd  At.,  b;  Rn.  C.  U. 


iT-1-.-iiii.ii^  a  cwk,  Ti 


Oikland,  FUA, 
Rai.  J.  Bonil. 


Red  Wood  Cltr, 
Bagu  Cru, 


'     \' 


ik 


imtfux^ 


Go, Pbrach  the  Go8Pbl Mark  zri.  16. 
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THE    IDEAL  AND  THE   REAL,  IN  OUR  CALIFORNIA  MISSION  WORK. 

BT  BEY.  B.  H.  WILLBT,  D.D. 

Bt  the  ideal^  I  mean  the  conception  and  plan  of  the  work  in  the  beginning» 
especially  as  it  existed  in  the  minds  of  the  leaders  in  the  Home  Missionary  Society 
in  the  Eastern  States.  By  the  reed,  I  mean  the  experience  of  the  work,  as  we  our- 
selves have  known  it  here  on  the  ground  thus  far. 

THE  IDEAL.        * 

Let  us  for  a  moment  go  back  in  thought  to  the  time  when  this  mission  work  was 
formed.  It  was  thirty  years  ago.  The  Mexican  war  had  already  put  California 
Under  the  United  States  flag,  and  as  that  war  was  drawing  to  a  close  it  had  become 
eyident  that  it  would  remain  there.  And  so  the  attention  of  the  whole  American 
people  was  turning  towards  California.  And  Christian  people  were  by  no  means 
behind  others  in  looking  into  its  condition,  and  perceiving  its  prospective  impor- 
tance. The  little  information  they  were  able  then  to  get  concerning  it,  convinced 
them  that  its  settlement  would  constitute  a  new  era  in  the  religious  history  of  the 
United  States.  They  observed  its  location,  and  its  general  outline.  They  saw  that 
a  new  ocean-shore  was  added  by  it  to  our  vast  national  domain,  backed  by  a  fer- 
tile cotmtry,  watered  by  many  rivers,  and  covered  over,  some  of  it  with  forests,  and 
some  of  it  with  the  rankest  vegetation.  They  observed  the  confluence  of  those 
many  rivers  into  one  great  bay,  and  that  bay  connected  with  the  ocean  by  only  one 
narrow  opening.  Those  things  seemed  to  them  to  constitute  the  ground  plan,  in 
American  hands,  of  a  great  future  in  all  the  arts  and  industries  of  life.  They  saw 
already  what  was  to  come.  And,  while  quick-sighted  commerce  planned  a  steam- 
ship line  to  bring  the  population  hither.  Christians  planned  a  mission,  in  order 
that  the  gospel  might  be  brought  along  wit}i  the  first  comers,  and  set  up  the  insti- 
tutions of  religion  in  the  very  beginning. 

Their  ideal  embraced,  in  the  first  place,  a  new  family  of  Christian  States  here  on 
this  ocean-slope,  and  then,  that  these  States  should  be  the  means  of  regenerating 
the  great  pagan  nations  on  the  other  shore.  **  If  we  can  plant  here  a  people,"  said 
they,  "  with  our  civilization,  our  Bible,  our  Puritanism,  our  zeal  for  spreading  what 
we  know  and  believe,  to  others,  it  will  be  a  direct  and  certain  means  of  pouring 
light  opon  the  lales  of  the  8ea»  and  the  land  of  Sinim  that  lies  beyond.    It  seems 
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that  by  the  colonization  of  this  Western  coast,  God  is  about  to  moye  forward  Cfans- 
tendom  itself,  and  set  it  down  over  against  pagan  Asia,  face  to  face — at  the  near' 
est  point — where  no  pathless  desert  nor  other  obstacle  shall  intervene.** 

But  this  ideal  of  the  prospective  mission  work  had  hardly  taken  shape  when  the 
strange  news  of  the  discovery  of  gold  came  over  the  continent,  and  astonished  and 
bewildered  everybody.  There  had  been  some  rumors  of  the  existence  of  the  pre- 
cious metals  here  before,  but  it  was  by  no  means  believed  that  they  would  be  found 
in  quantities  that  would  pay  for  work.  But  now  the  news  of  their  abundance  was 
authentic  and  definite,  and  very  soon  the  interest  in  California,  that  had  before  been 
national,  became  world-wide.  In  the  revolutionized  condition  of  affairs  that  re- 
sulted, the  plans  of  the  projectors  of  our  missionary  work  were  not  disturbed,  and 
the  interest  in  them  was  only  intensified. 

**  This  is  no  such  emigration  as  we  Have  had  before,'^  we  find  them  saying,  **  nor 
is  it  to  be  provided  for  by  the  same  scale  of  effort  as  has  been  hitherto  put  forth. 
The  lonely  waters  of  San  Francisco  Bay  will  suddenly  grow  white  with  sails,  and 
the  Western  plains  will  be  striped  with  moving  trains  of  emigrants.*'  **  And  what 
of  all  this  ?  **  they  ask,  with  a  heroic  steadiness  of  purpose.  If  there  be  found 
faith  on  the  earth,  hearts  to  feel  and  hands  to  work,  there  will  be  a  response  to 
the  call  which  summons  us  to  save  that  Pacific  Coast  from  irrcligion,  anarchy,  and 
blood.  It  must  be,  it  will  l)e,  the  home  of  spiritual  churches  and  regenerated 
men ;  and  will  send  out  rays  of  salvation  across  the  great  Pacific  world  that  lies 
beyond. 

Such  was  the  idsal,  according  to  which  our  mission  work  was  projected.  In 
those  days  Milton  Badger  and  Charles  Hall  were  Secretaries  of  the  Home  Mission- 
ary Society,  and  on  its  Executive  Committee  were  such  men  as  Rev.  Drs.  Adams, 
Patton,  Hatfield,  Lewis,  Joseph  P.  Thompson,  and  Abijah  Fisher,  Charles  Butler, 
Seth  B.  Hunt,  Dr.  Alfred  C.  Post,  Christopher  R.  Robert  and  Joseph  Coming. 
And  in  the  plan  of  this  mission  they  represented  a  great  constituency  of  Cbristian 
supporters  in  all  the  New  England,  Middle,  and  Western  States. 

In  looking  back,  now,  it  seems  as  if  those  pastors  and  churches  had  been  trained, 
on  purpose,  to  the  great  work  so  suddenly  opened  to  them.  The  Secretaries  of  the 
Home  Missionary  Society  were  in  intimate  sympathy  with  these  pastors,  and  the 
associated  brethren.  The  sentiment  of  all  is  expressed  in  two  remarkable  papers 
published  in  Ths  Home  Missionary ,  in  the  months  of  January  and  March,  1849. 
These  papers  speak  the  intelligent,  determined,  brave  Christian  purpose  animating 
that  whole  Christian  circle,  kindling  their  zeal  to  genuine  enthusiasm.  Let  me 
quote  a  few  sentences  as  specimens  of  the  tone  of  those  papers : 

**  The  acquisition  of  this  territory  has  suddenly  devolved  upon  the  American  churches 
a  new  duty,  the  greatness  and  consequences  of  which  are,  as  yet,  but  imperfectiy 
realized,  even  by  the  most  sagacious  among  us.  The  magnitude  of  this  duty  does  not, 
we  apprehend,  consiBt  in  the  extent  of  the  country,  nor  even  in  its  admitted  remurees^ 
though  eeery  day  is  developing  facts  that  may  change  this  opinion — hut  chiefly  in  its 
position  on  the  globe.  What  more  probable  than  that  the  next  step  of  Providence  to- 
wards enlightening  the  heathen  world  will  be  to  take  some  advanced  position  far  on 
towards  the  strongholds  of  paganism,  from  whence  those  great  auxiliaries  of  the  gos- 
pel, commerce,  and  civilized  intercourse,  may  act  with  directness  and  vigor  ?  Such  an 
advanced  post  is  the  vacant  coast  of  Western  America.  If  the  problem  were  submitted; 
by  a  single  movement  at  once  immensely  to  set  forward  the  cause  of  human  impro?e* 
ment,  what  can  be  imagined  more  likely  to  do  it,  than  the  sudden  development  of  a 
Christian  population  of  hardy,  enterprising  stock,  on  our  Pacific  border  ? 

**  Besides  the  usual  motives  which  lead  men  to  seek  new  territories,  Providence  has 
let  loose  upon  the  human  soul  some  of  the  most  exciting  and  powerful  impulses  that 
can  Awaken  it6  intensest  action — t>he  hope  of  audden  wealth  from  gold  recently  diBOOf- 
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ered  there,  caoadiig  men  to  mah  thither  hy  thousands ;  not  merely  the  refuse  of  Bast- 
em  society,  but,  in  an  uncommon  degree,  the  young,  the  robust,  the  skillful,  the  edu- 
cated and  even  the  religious.  And  now,  our  Christian  people  must  lose  no  time  in  the 
matter  of  following  up  this  population  with  the  gospel.  Members  of  the  evangelical 
churches,  this  is  not  a  great  dramatic  spectacle  got  up  for  you  merely  to  behold  and 
admire,  but  you  have  a  part  to  act.  And  it  differs  in  two  respects  from  all  you  have 
done  before ;  it  must  be  mare  liberal ;  it  must  be  prompt  That  Pacific  Ooast  must  be 
— it  WILL  BE — the  home  of  spiritual  churches  and  regenerated  men ;  and  will  send  out 
rays  of  salvation  across  the  great  Pacific  world  that  lies  Deyond/' 

These  ringing  words  indicate  the  spirit  that  moved  the  Christian  people  in  and 
around  New  York  at  that  time.  Well  do  I  remember  how  calm  but  mighty  it 
was  that  morning,  the  first  day  of  December,  1848,  when  the  Secretaries  and  Ezecu- 
tive  Committee  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society  met  for  a  parting  prayer,  with  the 
first  missionaries  to  this  coast,  about  to  sail  that  day,  at  noon.  What  supplication 
went  up  from  that  gathering,  led  by  such  men  as  Dr.  Badger,  Dr.  Hall,  Dr. 
Adams,  Dr.  Smith,  Dr.  Thompson,  and  others  of  like  precious  memory.  The  very  ' 
recollection  of  these  things  seems  to  make  this  country  sacred  to  God  and  his 
truth.  Those  churches  and  ministers,  seemingly  raised  up  and  trained  to  this  spe- 
cial qualification,  expended  upon  it  their  most  precious  work.  They  said  to  the 
missionaries  coming  here,  "  We  expect  to  stand  by  you,  let  what  will  come.*'  And 
they  did  stand  by  us. 

THE  REAL. 

But  all  this  is  like  the  review  parades  and  proclamations  before  a  campaign ; 
whereas,  the  reality,  in  our  subsequent  experience  of  the  missionary  service,  has 
been  like  the  hard  work  at  the  front,  in  the  day  of  battle.  And  there  are  reasons 
why  this  was  more  emphatically  true  in  California  than  it  has  eyer  been  in  the 
settlement  of  any  other  American  State. 

The  motive  that  brought  men  here,  assembled  them  from  many  lands,  people  of 
yariooa  languages.  But  nearly  all  of  them  came  with  only  one  single  purpose, 
and  that  was,  to  yet  gold,  and  return  to  their  homes.  Among  the  masses  of  strangers 
there  were  Christians ;  but,  as  a  general  thing,  these  had  no  more  intention  of 
remaining  than  others.  They  were,  for  the  most  part,  unknown  to  one  another 
and  there  was  no  place  of  assembly,  where  they  could  meet  and  become  acquainted. 
There  was  not,  at  first,  a  Protestant  house  of  worship  between  Oregon  and  the 
Mexican  line.  Nor  could  there  be  any  general  recognition  of  the  Sabbath.  And  the 
m-v^  of  the  people  had  no  disposition  to  observe  it  Almost  the  sole  industry  was 
mining  and  furnishing  supplies  to  miners.  Consequently,  everything  was  shifting 
and  uncertain,  and  nothing  was  permanent  Towns  and  cities  with  thousands  of 
inhabitants  grew  up  in  the  mining  regions ;  but  every  one  conld  foresee  that  their 
continuance  was  donbtfuL  And  we  now  find  that  most  of  them  have  been  utterly 
abandoned.  In  the  midst  of  this  confused  mass  of  population  there  were  no 
homes,  no  women  and  children,  nor  was  there  the  thought  of  bringing  families 
here.  At  the  same  time  that  this  state  of  things  was  utterly  unfavorable  to  Chris- 
tian work,  it  was  most  farorable  to  the  prevalence  of  yice.  No  law  existed  then 
to  restrain  it  Gkimbling  in  every  form,  and  the  drinking  of  intoxicating  Uquora^ 
seemed  to  be  universal  and  perpetual,  night  and  day. 

Such  was  "  the  real,"  as  we  found  it  in  1849,  and  onward  for  some  years.  And 
what  was  worse,  the  test  proved  too  severe  for  the  characters  of  many  professing 
Christians.  Some  whose  departure  from  the  East  was  accompanied  with  religious 
services  and  benedictions,  and  many  bright  hopes  of  usefulness,  were  never  known 
here  as  Christians  at  ally  and  sometimes  they  were  known  as  emphatically  the 
opposile. 
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It  was  a  great  coming  down  from  the  high  ideal  as  before  described,  to  grapple 
with  a  reality  so  unexpected  and  unprecedented.  There  was,  at  first,  no  basis  of 
permanence  on  which  to  found  an  interest  in  society.  There  was  no  expectation 
of  remaining  here,  and  of  course  very  little  willingness  to  inyest  in  any  public  in- 
stitutions on  this  ground.  And  further,  it  was  very  difficult  to  know  where  to 
plant  institutions.  All  lines  of  travel,  and  locations  of  permanent  towns,  and 
centers  of  population,  were  things  then  undetermined.  This  condition  of  uncer- 
tainty was  perpetuated  by  fires,  and  floods,  by  disputes  oyer  land-titles,  and  civil 
disorders.  These  were  the  literal  facts  of  the  situation  for  the  first  five  or  ten 
years.  And  after  the  experience  of  them,  the  wonder  is  that  Christian  effort  was 
not  utterly  discouraged. 

But  youth  was  on  our  side,  and  hope,  and  enthusiasm.  And  the  correspondence 
from  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  and  other  Christian  sources  at  the 
East,  was  always  assuring  and  encouraging.  And  then,  there  were  some  heroic 
Christian  people  in  California,  eyen  at  that  early  day.  Gradually  they  became 
known  to  the  few  ministers  then  here,  and  to  one  another.  They  entered  into  sym- 
pathy with  the  Christian  ideal  with  which  our  friends  at  the  East  looked  upon 
this  country,  and  many  of  them  resolved  to  make  it  their  home.  As  women  began 
to  come,  many  of  them  were  found  foremost  in  Christian  service. 

And  so,  little  beginnings  were  made  of  Christian  churches,  and  other  similar 
institutions.  And  out  of  them,  through  varying  fortunes,  and  difficulties  which 
can  hardly  be  described,  have  grown  the  many  churches  which  are  to-day  leading 
the  religious  and  educational  sentiment  of  a  great  State.  They  have  built  them 
houses  of  worship  in  all  the  principal  towns,  and  for  the  most  part  have  paid  for 
them.  We  have  come  to  have  over  five  hundred  Protestant  church  buildings, 
aaid  to  have  accommodations  for  two  hundred  thousand  worshippers,  and  worth, 
in  all,  between  five  and  six  millions  of  dollars.  Our  own  Home  Missionary 
Society  has  expended  some  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  planted  a  hundred 
of  these  churches,  now  growing  in  influence  and  usefulness  in  the  principal  places 
in  the  State.  Meantime  there  has  been  preaching  outside  of  these  churches,  all  up 
and  down  the  coast,  by  trained  and  faithful  ministers  connected  with  this  Home 
Missionary  Society,  which,  if  it  were  all  summed  up,  would  amount  to  three  hun- 
dred years.  And  though  Christians  are  still  the  few,  in  the  midst  of  surrounding 
masses  of  people  who  are  indifferent  to  religion,  so  that  an  intelligent  visitor  from 
the  East  could  truthfully  say  of  San  Francisco :  **  The  Christian  congregationi 
appear  to  be  rather  the  eddies  of  the  strong  stream  of  population  on  Sunday,  than 
the  stream  itself ;  '^  still,  there  is  such  a  relative  gain,  as  one  can  see  who  has  l)een 
here  from  the  beginning,  that  the  outlook  seems  now  to  be  absolutely  animating. 

And  not  only  are  our  churches  getting  solid  foot-hold  in  this  growing  State, 
but  they  are  taking  an  advance  position  in  works  of  benevolence.  The  ablest  one 
in  our  sisterhood  gave,  last  year,  $5,000.  Another  gave  $2,600 ;  another,  $2,200; 
another,  $750 ;  and  the  others,  lesser  sums,  in  proportion  to  their  means.  Bnt  all 
are  increasing  in  their  givings  every  year,  as  they  grow  stronger.  But  yet  we 
must  remember  that  the  stronger  churches  are  situated  near  the  Bay  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  in  the  few  large  towns.  For  many  years  to  come  there  will  be  churches 
coming  forward  in  the  sparsely  populated  portions  of  the  State,  that  will  have  to 
be  helped.  The  settlement  of  the  country  has  only  commenced.  Our  entire  popn- 
lation  is  not  yet  a  million.  We  have  room  for  many  millions.  And  as  they  come, 
new  churches  growing  up  among  them  will  need  help.  Not  for  long  periods  of 
time,  perhaps,  but  for  a  while.  The  abler  churches  here,  and  the  grand  constitu- 
ency of  the  Home  Missionary  Society  at  the  East,  will  be  responsible  for  this. 

In  view  of  the  past,  we  ought  not  to  be  impatient  with  the  progress  the  churcbei 
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tiaye  made.  The  building  of  States  is  never  a  rapid  work.  And  this  State  has 
3 ad  peculiar  hindrances  in  the  way  of  everything  good.  But  its  foundations  are 
certainly  well  laid.  And  now  the  work  is  about  to  fall  into  native  born  hands, 
fhe  time  usually  reckoned  as  a  generation  has  nearly  gone  by,  since  the  first-comers 
*eache<l  these  shores.  These  native-born  workers  will  have  many  advantages  over 
is,  who  were  transplanted.  To  them  California  is  indeed  home.  In  due  time  they 
wHl  feel  the  inspiration  that  so  stirred  the  hearts  of  Eastern  Chnstians,  thirty  years 
tgo ;  and  they  will  respond  from  these  shores,  perhaps,  in  the  very  language  used, 
IS  we  have  said,  on  the  other  side  of  the  continent,  when  the  mission  hither  was 
)Lanned :  *'  This  Pacific  Coast  must  be,  it  will  be,  the  home  of  spiritual  churches 
knd  regenerated  men,  and  will  send  out  rays  of  salvation  across  the  great  Pacific 
vorld  that  lies  beyond." 


ECONOMY  IN  MISSIONARY  LABOR. 
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I  HAVE  been  in  this  State  about  two  years  and  have  seen  the  workings  of  your 
k>ciety  during  this  time,  in  which  I  have  preached  five  hundred  and  thirty  sermons 
n  twenty-four  towns.  I  know  that  the  donors  to  your  Society  and  yourselves  also, 
lesire  to  expend  the  money  in  carrying  the  gospel  to  the  poor  who  are  not  sup- 
>licd  in  any  other  way.  Here  the  destitute  fields,  where  no  gospel  is  uttered,  are 
'ery  many  ;  and  here  more  of  this  might  be  done.  One  man,  with  a  horse,  could 
>reach  in  a  large  number  of  these  places  where  other  ministers  do  not  take  pains 
o  go. 

Not  long  since  I  visited  a  neighborhood  not  five  miles  from  a  church  where 
.  minister  lived.  Many  of  these  families  told  me  that  no  minister  had  ever  entered 
heir  homes  before.  They  were  glad  to  receive  a  religious  call  and  wondered  that 
Christians  did  not  do  more  of  it  I  found  only  four  who  were  Christians,  in 
isiting  twenty  families.  They  did  not  go  to  meeting,  and  I  do  not  wonder, 
low  easy  it  would  have  been  for  that  minister  to  have  visited  this  people,  now 
.nd.then,  and  held  religious  services  among  them.  There  are  thousands  of  such 
daces  scattered  all  over  the  land,  in  easy  reach  of  preachers  who  could  go  to  them 
f  they  bad  a  heart  for  it.  But  it  takes  something  more  than  book  study,  to  in- 
truct  the  masses  of  the  people.  A  minister  is  expected  to  have  an  education,  a 
[ood  store  of  health  and  common  sense  before  he  enters  on  his  work.  And  he 
aust  live  much  among  the  people,  and  study  them  daily,  if  he  expects  to  preach 
o  them  with  success.  Love  for  the  work  is  a  very  essential  preparation  for  it. 
i'his  dying  under  the  pressure  of  two  or  three  sermons  a  week,  among  the  poor 
nd  common  people,  I  do  not  understand.  I  never  took  but  one  vacation  until 
his  summer.  I  got  a  brother  to  supply  for  me,  started  off  on  horseback,  and  was 
;one  a  month  ;  preached  thirty-four  times,  and  got  back  safe  and  sound,  and  that 
nthout  a  single  drop  of  mineral  spring  water.  While  on  this  trip,  I  visited  a 
^hole  school  district  which  was  between  two  Sunday  appointments,  the  preacher 
massing  through  every  week.  The  people  are  all  poor ;  no  Sunday-school  nor 
eligious  services  of  any  kind.  My  heart  was  sad  when  I  saw  them  scattered  in 
he  wilderness,  like  sheep  without  a  shepherd.  I  preached  to  the  whole  people  in 
heir  log  schdol-house  on  Monday  and  Wednesday  evenings,  and  the  next  Sunday 
t  five  o^clock.  When  the  children,  gathered  at  their  school-house  on  the  Sabbath, 
aw  me  coming,  they  .ran  down  the  sand-hill  to  meet  me,  like  a  flock  of  little 
ambfl.  ' 
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Thousandfl  of  dollars  are  expended  yearly  to  keep  in  existence  all  oyer  ISie  land, 
little  beggar  churches  who  never  did  anything  of  real  church  work,  and  never  will 
till  they  are  cut  off  from  outside  aid.  Some  of  these  dependent  churches  are  in 
small  places  where  there  are  other  churches  that  support  themselves,  and  the  people 
are  well  supplied ;  places  that  are  not  likely  to  need  more  than  one  church  during 
this  generation.  And  thus  while  near  by  may  be  precious  souls  who  never  get  a 
crumb  of  God^s  truth.  Might  not  the  money  sent  to  such  places  be  better  expend- 
ed further  on  in  the  wilderness,  in  carrying  the  gospel  to  the  very  homes  of  the 
people  ? 

Churches  that  can,  but  do  not  pay  for  their  religious  privileges  are  naturally 
dead  as  to  religious  things;  they  have  veij  little  respect  for  their  minister;  they 
look  upon  him  more  as  a  genteel  beggar  than  as  a  useful  servant,  who  earns  and 
deserves  his  pay.  They  do  not  talk  about  "  paying,"  but  "  giving  ;  "  and  there  is 
not  much  of  that,  save  as  the  crumbs  fall  from  their  tables  of  plenty.  The  Mis- 
sionary Society  is  only  an  injury  to  such  churches,  as  it  keeps  them  always  in  a 
sfate  of  shiftless  dependence. 

I  lately  visited  a  rich  farming  town,  where  all  the  land  is  cultivated,  and  found 
a  Congregational  church,  the  only  religious  organization  in  town.  They  want  a 
missionary  sent  among  them,  and  they  will  pledge  something  less  than  $100  toward 
his  salary !  A  man  and  wife  belong  to  this  church  who  own  a  farm  a  mile 
square,  all  in  good  cultivation,  with  many  bams  full  of  Gk>d*s  produce;  and 
other  members  are  rich. 

Some  churches  will  pledge  more  or  less ;  then  expect  the  minister  to  take  what 
happens  to  be  collected,  and  in  silence  to  give  a  receipt  in  full.  The  stingy  plea 
is  that  **  he  gets  a  pretty  good  living  from  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society," 
whether  it  be  much  or  little.  The  home  missionary  collections  in  such  places  are 
shamefully  small,  and  often  the  minister,  ashamed  to  report  the  sum,  increases  it 
more  than  half.  We  ministers  are  mostly  to  blame  for  this  state  of  things.  It  is 
high  time  that  we  were  teaching  both  sides  of  religion.  Faith  without  works  is 
dead  always.  No  enterprise,  the  cause  of  Christ  not  excepted,  can  be  carried  on 
without  much  money,  and  this  is  a  business  that  every  member  in  the  church  can 
take  a  hand  in  ;  it  is  utterly  impossible  that  there  should  be  spiritual  prosperity 
without  financial  liberality. 

Many  of  these  towns  where  small  churches  are  located  are  missionary  fields  in 
the  truest  sense ;  the  children  are  coming  up  absolutely  as  destitute  of  the  knowl- 
edge of  God  as  any  in  the  heathen  lands.  Leaving  the  small  places  to  take  care 
of  themselves,  or  melt  into  some  society  that  can ;  scorning  to  be  preaching  the 
gospel  in  the  very  hearing  of  another  man  doing  the  same  thing,  thereby  robbing 
multitudes  of  the  word  of  God ;  one  man  might,  in  some  cases,  care  for  three  or 
four  of  these  missionary  fields.  Let  him  sweep  through  the  whole  region  on  week 
days  as  well  as  Sundays,  sowing  the  good  seed  of  the  Kingdom,  and  I  will  venture 
to  say  that  he  will  never  have  the  blues  or  die  with  dyspepsia. 


ROUGHING  IT. 


Steady  rains  had  made  the  roads  quagmires,  so  I  had  to  wait  at  F ,  tbirty- 

two  miles  from  home  until  they  had  solidified.  On  Wednesday  morning  I  started 
back  soon  after  sunrise.  My  two  little  sinewy  Indian  ponies  and  mud  splashed 
wagon  were  not  very  showy,  but  were  quite  a  decent  turn-out  for  the  prairies. 
Seven  miles  on  our  way,  we  met  with  our  first  mishap.  One  of  the  bolts  of  the 
whiffletree  broke  in  two.    The  nearest  house,  a  little  log  cabin,  was  a  quarter  of  a 
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3  off.  A  woman  I  found  there  said  she  expected  her  husband  back  every 
ute,  and  no  doubt  he  would  help  me.  I  waited  two  hours  for  him.  The  only  bit 
ron  available  was  the  poker.  This  was  broken  in  two,  and  an  hour's  filing,  with 
isty  old  file,  made  it  small  enough  to  fit  the  bolt  hole.  By  the  time  this  was 
e,  dinner  was  ready.  "  Would  I  have  some  ? "  "  Certainly ;  "  for  everybody 
angry  at  meal  times  on  the  prairie.  My  hostess  asked  me  if  I  could  drink  coffee 
bout  sugar.  **  Oh,  yes."  Then  she  said  they  had  only  prairie  coffee — i.e.,  burnt 
;at.  **  Could  I  drink  that  ? "  **  I  would  try."  She  next  apologized  for  having 
butter.  **  Could  I  eat  dinner  without  ?  "  "  Guess  so."  Next  another  apology, 
was  out  of  flour,  and  they  had  no  potatoes.  **  Never  mind."  Then  we  went 
3or8,  and  found,  on  a  snowy  table  doth,  an  A  No.  1  johnny-cake,  and  a 
;terf ul  of  fried  eggs — a  dinner  fit  to  set  before  a  King  (if  he  had  such  an 
etite  as  mine).  Twenty-five  cents  paid  for  dinner,  horse  feed,  and  repairs, 
got  on  another  six  miles.  Then  stuck  fast  in  a  "slough" — that  is  E^ansan 
a  deep  mud -hole.  There  was  no  house  within  a  third  of  a  mile.  I  trudged 
the  nearest  for  help.  Nobody  was  at  home  except  "mamma"  and  two 
dren.  I  borrowed  a  shovel  with  the  handle  broken  off,  and  tried  to  dig  out 
fore  wheels  of  my  wagon.  It  could  not  be  done.  Went  to  the  next  nearest 
se,  and  brought  back  two  men.  Half  an  hour^s  lifting  and  tugging  put  my 
on  terra  firma^  and  I  made  a  fresh  start,  at  4.80  p.m.,  and  not  half  way  home, 
n  it  grew  dusk,  and  I  looked  ahead  for  a  stopping  place  for  the  night. 
>ut  a  mile  on  there  was  a  house  of  quite  palatial  proportions  for  the  prairie.  I 
red  to  push  for  that  Half  way  there,  I  came  to  another  slough,  and  stuck 
again.  My  ponies  were  tired  and  dispirited.  No  coaxing  could  induce  them 
wxW  a  pound,  after  they  saw  that  the  wagon  was  stuck.  There  was  no  help  for 
I  must  go  on  to  the  house  on  foot  for  assistance.  The  family  was  just  sitting 
rn  to  supper,  but  on  hearing  my  sad  story  the  bacon  and  eggs  were  put  into 
oven,  and  two  men  went  back  with  me.    We  soon  extricated  the  team,  and  in 

an  hour  they  were  munching  their  com  under  a  roug^  shed,  and  I  was  dis- 
ing  supper.  About  4  o'clock  the  next  morning  I  awoke,  and  a  cold  shudder 
through  me  when  I  heard  the  rain  pattering  on  the  shingles  overhead.  ,  In 
:her  hour  breakfast  was  over,  and  I  hitched  up  my  team.  We  had  not  pro- 
led  a  quarter  of  a  mile  when,  in  floundering  through  another  slough,  the  other 
;  of  the  whiffletree  broke  in  two.  I  fixed  it  as  well  as  I  could,  with  a  wooden 
and  an  old  strap,  and  we  slowly  crept  along  the  slippery,  sticky,  rutty  road. 
)ok  five  hours  to  travel  nine  miles.  At  the  edge  of  another  portentous  mud- 
s  we  halted.  I  coaxed  and  petted  my  ponies  in  hope  of  getting  them  to  make 
sh  through  it.  They  started,  we  got  into  the  middle.  I  on  foot,  up  to  my 
is  in  inky  slush,  when  crash  went  the  wooden  pin,  and  one  of  my  ponies  lay 
ni  in  the  mud.  He  had  evidently  made  up  his  mind  not  to  budge  an  inch 
her.  I  think  that  was  the  moment  of  most  superlative  misery  I  had  ever  ex- 
enced.     Drenched  to  the  skin,  hungry  and  faint,  plastered  with  mud,  limbs 

and  aching  with  plodding  through  the  mud  for  ten  miles,  I  for  an  instant 
almost  tempted  to  lie  down  by  the  pony's  side.  I  had  to  go  at  least  half  a 
^,  before  I  could  find  help.  A  kind-hearted  fellow  proffered  his  team  and  was 
ig  out  to  harness  up,  when  I  said,  "  Can't  you  give  me  a  mouthful  of  something  to 
f  "  It  was  then  two  o'clock  and  I  had  breakfasted  at  five.  He  hesitated  ;  then 
,  "You're  welcome  t©  such  as  I've  got,  but  it's  pretty  rough  fare,  for  my 
lan  has  been  sick  and  has  gone  back  to  her  folks."    He  produced  a  platter  of 

griddle-cakes,  some  sour  milk,  and  a  little  pitcher  of  molasses.  I  made  a 
ty  meal.^  After  all,  real  honest  hunger  is  the  best  sauce.  He  pulled  my  team 
and  I  made  a  bargain  with  him  to  take  me  home,  for  I  had  ^  V:Axt^^\&%V^^ 


214  THJB  HOME  MI88IONABT.  JaiHUOy, 

perience  and  doing  a  work  very  like  that  told  in  our  brotber^s  letter  below. 
The  first  installment  of  his  feelings  was  given,  page  146,  October  number. 


Veni,  Vidi,  yici! — which  means  that  this  church  has  practically  reached  the 
"  goal  of  self-support."  Your  printed  letter  came  at  the  darkest  hour  I  have  seen 
in  Alamo,  but  it  brought  light  and  comfort  to  my  soul,  for  I  said  at  once  this 
letter  indicates  the  way  by  which  I  can  bring  this  church  to  the  point  of  self-STip. 
port.  I  began  to  think  and  pray  over  the  matter  and  it  soon  came  to  be  as  a  "  fire 
shut  up  in  my  bones."  in  accordance  with  your  suggestions  and  my  own  convic- 
tions I  presented  the  cause  of  Home  Missions  in  a  sermon  from  1  Cor.  10:15 — "I 
speak  as  to  wise  men,  judge  ye  what  I  say." 

Introduction :  the  most  conciliatory  I  could  prepare,  on  the  great  advantage  it 
gives  a  speaker  to  have  an  intelligent,  enterprising,  and  cordial  audience;  the 
desire  of  my  heart  for  this  church,  etc. 

Outline :  I.  This  church  worthy  of  your  earnest  and  continued  support. 

IL  You  are  able  to  give  it  a  better  support  than  you  are  giving. 

m.  Ood,  in  his  providence,  calls  on  you  to  put  it  at  once  on  the  basis  of  self- 
support. 

Not  a  very  deep  or  specially  exegetical  sermon,  I  admit,  but  it  did  the  ttorh  I 
saw  that  the  audience  was  convinced.  Telling  them  plainly  that  I  intended  to 
raise  $100  for  the  A.  H.  M.  S.,  and  promising  to  take  subscriptions  *'  in  kind"  as 

well  as  in  cash,  I  tallied  out  the  next  day  to  see  what would  do.    In 

four  days  I  had  $71  pledged,  and  should  have  secured  the  whole  before  Saturday 
night,  if  I  had  not  l)een  called  from  home.  Only  $17  more  to  raise,  and  the  goal 
is  reached  !  and  this  will  be  done  if  I  have  to  pay  it  myself — but  I  shall  not  hare 
to  pay  one-third  of  it. 

I  have  not  spent  four  happier  days  in  Alamo  than  these,  in  **  picking  up  the 
game"  I  had  brought  down  the  Sunday  previous.  1  was  svre  I  was  doing  the 
Lord's  work  and  the  people  a  great  good,  Now  that  the  thing  is  sure  to  su^^ceed  they 
rejoice.  I  need  not  tell  you  that  this  experience  does  my  soul  good.  What  you 
said  in  The  Home  Missionary  about  my  report  encouraged  me  to  **  go  forward " 
and,  since  then,  there  came  a  comforting  article,  in  The  Advance^  from  brother 
Turner.  Often  have  I  been  comforted  and  strengthened  by  that  very  promise, 
"  Trust  in  the  Lord  and  do  good,"  etc.  Excuse  so  extensive  an  account  of 
what  I  have  done  in  this  matter,  only  let  me  say  that  thus  far  I  have  been  asked 
to  take  less  than  $10  *^  in  kind  "  on  this  subscription.  In  this  way  I  am  prepar- 
ing for  a  revival  this  winter.  We  expect  a  blessed  time.  I  am  resolved  to  do 
what  I  can  to  awaken  such  an  interest  in  this  State  for  Home  Missions,  and  so 
much  of  a  spirit  of  self-respect  and  pluck,  that  we  shall  at  least  do  our  own  mis- 
•sionary  work.  I  am  happy  in  my  work,  and  hope  for  your  continued  sympathy  and 
prayers — ^ut  shall  not  need  any  drqft  from  you. 

YourSy  in  missionary  bonds. 


I  / 
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OREGON. 
Eev.  J.  W.  Harris,  The  Dalles, 

FIRST  IMFBE88IONS. 

It  awakens  old  and  tender  recollec- 
tions,  and  stirs  anew   old    sympathies 
and  resolves,  as  I  report  to  you  from  this 
new,  far-distant  field.     After  a  pleasant 
trip  across  the  country  from  Chicago  to 
San  Francisco,  a  rough  and  tedious  pas- 
sage by  steamer  from  San  Francisco  to 
Astoria,   and   a  delightful  trip  of  two 
days  on  the  Columbia,  I  arrived  here,  a 
stranger  in  a  strange  land.     The  brethren 
had  been  looking  for  me  the  day  before, 
and  had  arranged  to  give  me  a  hearty 
welcome,  in  the  way   of  an  ice-cream 
sociable.    But  I  was  one  day  too  late  for 
that.    However,  I  was  not  without  a  wel- 
come much  warmer  than  the  ice-cream. 

I  found  a  little  church  of  fifty-six  mem- 
bers, mostly  ladies,  and  several  absent. 
For  nearly  a  year  they  had  been  without 
a  minister.  Yet,  to  their  credit  be  it 
said,  they  had  steadily  and  successfully 
sustained  their  Sunday-school  and  weekly 
prayer-meeting.  A  number  of  them 
agreed  to  take  turns,  alphabetically,  in 
leading  the  pi-ayer-meetings,  and  the 
superintendent  was  always  at  his  post, 
and,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  teach- 
ers, succeeded  in  keeping  up  a  large  and 
interesting  school. 

CHA17CB  FOR  COMITY. 

For  eighteen   years    past    this    little 
church  has  stood  as  a  witness  of  the  gos- 
pel, and,  while  the  foundations  of  this 
State  were  being  laid,  has  zealously  given 
its  influence  for  the  Christian  type  and 
tone.     Part  of  the  time  it  has  been  self- 
sustaining,  and  at  other  times  dependent 
on  the  A.  H.  M.  S.,  as  at  present.     This, 
partly  by  the  fluctuation  of  the  times  and 
the  population;  but  more  especially  of 
late  years,  because  of  two  neto  churches, 
organized  on  the  very  ground  where  those 
already  existing  could  hardly  be  sup- 
ported.   And  this,  not  for  the  reason 


that  the  churches  first  on  the  ground 
were  not  thoroughly  Christian  and  did 
not  hold  all  the  vital  principles  of  the  gos- 
pel common  to  all  evangelical  churches, 
but  because  others  could  not  rest  until 
they  had  made  certain  points  of  their 
dogmatic  theology  a  basis  of  church  or- 
ganization and  a  test  of  Christian  fellow- 
ship !      The  consequence  is  that  where, 
years  ago,  we  had  two  churches  self- sup- 
porting and  abundantly  able  to  work  this 
field  thoroughly,  tDs  Tiave  now  four,  all 
dependent  on  missionary  aid  I    When  will 
men  learn  that  principles  are  far  more 
important  than  opinions?     How  much 
longer  must  the  Lord  look  down  and 
behold  such  wasting  of  the  means  that 
he  has  given  for  salvation  to  men,  in 
bolstering  up  theones  and  limitations 
of  Christian  unity  ? 

But  this  church  is  not  responsible  for 
such  division  and  waste.  It  has  nothing 
in  its  creed  but  the  cardinal  principles 
of  the  gospel,  held  by  all  evangelical 
Christians.  It  has  therefore  put  itself 
on  a  platform  on  which  all  those  at 
least  might  unite  who  hold  to  a  Congre- 
gational polity,  as  several  denominations 
do. 


UTAH. 


Rev,  W,  M,  Barrows,  Salt  Laics  City, 

HI9  VACATIONS. 

My  vacations,  since  coming  to  Utah, 
have  been  spent  in  very  interesting  places. 
The  first  year  I  was  three  weeks  in  the 
American  Fork  Cafion,  the  Yo  Semite  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  preached  the 
first  sermon  ever  heard  in  that  district. 
The  second  summer,  I  took  a  trip  through 
Montana  and  Wyoming  Territories,  ex- 
ploring the  wonders  of  the  Yellowstone 
Park.  The  third  year  my  vacation  was 
spent  in  the  Holy  Land  and  Egypt. 
This  year  I  fled  from  the  intol«^V>\A 
beat  ol  t\ie  ^Ul^kfc^^iSkftl.'^^'^^^^ 
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reduced  me  to  a  skeleton,  to  Soda 
Springs,  Idaho — sixty-five  miles  north  of 
Franklin,  the  present  terminus  of  the 
Utah  Northern  Railroad. 

You  may  never  have  heard  of  Soda 
Springs ;  but  I  prophesy  that  at  no  dis- 
tant day  they  will  he  the  most  famous 
mineral  springs  in  this  country,  if  not  in 
the  world.  My  companion,  a  gentle- 
man who  had  visited  the  best  known 
springs  in  California,  Colorado,  New 
York,  as  well  as  those  at  Carlsbad, 
Baden-Baden,  Kissingcn,  and  Vichy,  in 
Euro2)e,  did  not  hesitate  to  pronounce 
the  springs  in  the  Soda  Valley,  Idaho, 
superior  to  any  of  these.  They  have  cer- 
tainly effected  some  wonderful  cures. 

They  are  very  numerous  and  of  great 
yariety.  Their  principal  mineral  ingre- 
dients are  iron,  magnesia,  and  soda,  and 
the  water  is  highly  charged  with  air- 
bonic  acid  gas.  Imagine  these  springs 
situated  in  a  beautiful  valley  0,000 
feet  above  the  sea  level,  surrounded 
with  mountains  thousands  of  feet 
higher,  abounding  in  curious  volcanic 
formations,  and  you  will  have  a  little 
idea  of  what  a  desirable  place  Soda 
Valley  is  as  a  summer  resort.  Drinking 
nature's  soda-water,  hunting,  trout  fish- 
ing and  horseback  riding,  combined  to 
make  a  new  man  of  me  in  three  weeks. 

I  preached  two  Sundays  in  the  Mor- 
mon meetinghouse — the  only  place  of 
worship  in  that  region.  It  was  too 
small  to  accommodate  the  audience, 
composed  of  Mormons,  Morrisites  (an 
heretical  sect  of  Mormons),  Apostates, 
and  Gentiles,  who  all  urged  me  to  stay 
over  another  Sunday. 

THE  DEAD  PROPHET. 

I  am  glad  I  did  not  yield  to  their 
solicitations,  for  I  returned  just  in  time 
to  attend  Brigbam*  Young's  funeral. 
About  20,000  people  assembled  in  the 
new  Tabernacle  and  immediately  about 
it,  to  pay  the  last  rites  of  respect  to  the 
dead  President  of  the  Mormon  Church. 
The  exercises  were  orderly  and  solemn, 
bat  not  much  grief  was  exhibited  by 
any  present    Brigham  Young  was  too 


much  feared,  even  by  his  own  people,  to 
be  deeply  loved.  I  believe  that  the 
Mormons  themselves  breathe  fr«r,  now 
that  his  iron  grasp  on  the  reins  of  gov^n- 
mcnt  has  relaxed  in  death.  He  was  cer- 
tainly a  wonderful  organizer,  making 
himself  felt  in  the  minutest  as  well  as 
the  greatest  affairs  of  Church  and  State. 
He  w&s  ubiquitous.  His  rule  was  pater- 
nal, in  the  sense  that  he  treated  his 
people  like  children  who  needed  to  be 
watched  and  directed  in  all  things.  But 
the  great  leader  and  prophet  of  the  3Ior- 
mon  Israel  is  dead  and  there  is  no  one  to 
take  his  place.  There  is  not  in  the  Mor- 
mon priesthood  a  man  of  pre-eminent 
qualifications  as  a  leader ;  and  if  there 
were,  he  could  never  ho{)e  to  gain  the 
influence  and  power  that  Brigham  Young 
exercised.  The  times  have  changed; 
the  conditions  that  favored  Young  in 
his  ambitious  schemes  have  passed  away, 
and  will  never  return. 

What  then  will  be  the   result   of  his 
death  ?     It  is  too  early  yet  to  tell.  Many 
think  that  he  was  the  key  to  the  arch ; 
and  now  that  he  has  been  removed,  the 
Mormon  hierarchy  will  tumble  to  pieces. 
All  anticipate   that    the   disintegration 
which  has  been  going  on  in  the  Mormon 
Church  ever  since  the   railroad   opened 
this  country  to   outside  influences,  will 
now  l>e  greatly  hastened.     This  is  cer- 
tainly  the  time   to    plant  schools  and 
churches    all   over   this  Territory,   that 
when  people  turn  from   the  false  in  re- 
ligion, they  may  be  directed  to  the  true. 
There    is    nothing    now    to  hinder  the 
prosecution  of  this  truly  Christian  work. 
During  the  past  summer  I  have  preached 
in  half  a  dozen  places  about  Salt  Lake 
City,  and  have  in  every  case  been  wel* 
received.     But  I  cannot  continue  this 
work  without  neglecting  my  own  chnrch. 


NEBRASKA. 
Rev.  A.  Dresser,  Schuyler, 

DEATH  ON  THE  PRAIRIE. 

One  of  our  members  has  been  remoW 
by  a  painful  death.    He  was  verging 
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upon  threescore  years  and  ten,  and  as  to 
his  intellectual  faculties,  had  become  a 
child,  demanding  the  constant  watch 
and  care  of  his  family.  One  Tuesday, 
he  wandered  from  home ;  and  his  family 
and  the  neighbors  made  unceasing  search 
for  him  till  Saturday  night,  when  he  was 
providentially  found  prostrate  in  the  tall 
prairie  grass  about  a  mile  from  his  house. 
He  had  been  without  food  or  drink  for 
five  days,  exposed  to  the  scorching  sun 
and  "  greenheads  "  by  day,  and  the  mos- 
quitoes by  night.  Every  effort  was  made 
to  resuscitate  him,  and  he  lived  till  Mon- 
day morning,  when  tlie  good  Shepherd 
took  him  to  the  fold  above. 

GROWTH.     . 

The  cars  have  reached  David  City,  giv- 
ing increased  importance  to  the  town, 
and  bringing  railroad  vices  and  tempta- 
tions to  be  met  and  overcome  by  the 
gospel.  The  place  has  had  a  marvelous 
growth  for  the  few  months  past,  and  is 
still  growing  rapidly.  Very  few  of  the 
new-comers,  however,  bring  our  flag. 
Plymouth  Rock  is  not  a  "  rolling  stone." 
We  expect  to  organize  there  in  due  time. 
A  church  was  organized  in  Ulysses  last 
August,  and  another  organization  is  con- 
templated in  the  extreme  south-western 
comer  of  the  county.  Thus  the  field  is 
constantly  enlarging,  and  demands  in- 
creased labor  and  increasing  faith. 


seemed  to  me  a  sort  of  transfer  to  a  dif- 
ferent portion  of  the  same  work. 

It  could  not  be  otherwise  than  with 
many  regrets  that  I  left  a  field  endeared 
by  many  tender  associations,  amid  the 
toils  and  sad  reverses  of  the  past  three 
years.     But,  as  the  days  of  relief  appear 
at  last  to  be  at  hand,  the  trials  through  ^   ' 
wliich    those    churches  have  struggled 
may  strengthen   them  for   the  future. 
This  is  now  their  inspiring    hope.      I       t 
know  that  you  sympathize  deeply  with 
faithful  workers  everywhere,  and  we,  in 
this  distant  field,  strive  to  bear  in  mind 
the  anxiety  and  care  under  which  you 
labor  in  these  days  of  unprecedente<^ 
embarrassment  for  the  Society. 

In  bidding  you  adieu,  as  a  direct  la- 
borer in  your  employ,  I  should  have 
many  things  to  express  in  gratitude  for 
your  kind  consideration,  did  I  not  hope 
to  see  you  ere  long  and  renew  the  greet- 
ings which  have  been  so  pleasant  with 
each  of  you  in  years  past.  I  sincevely 
wish  for  you  all  the  joy  that  arises  from  , 
"  the  patience  of  hope  "  in  this  great  and 
good  work. 


Rev,  A.  Farwell,  Ashland, 

The  last  week  completed  my  service 
of  six  years  in  the  field  for  the  churches 
of  Ashland  and  Rock  Creek.  By  advice 
of  brethren  and  friends  of  Doane  College, 
I  have  concluded  to  remove  with  my 
family  to  Crete,  to  be  connected  with 
that  institution.  I  could  not  have  con- 
sented to  such  a  step,  had  it  been  to  a 
service  separated  from  the  aims  of  the 
ministry  and  missionary  work.  But, 
knowing  that  this  was,  from  its  earliest 
beginnings,  a  Christian  college  of  the 
"  home  missionary  type,"  and  that  all  its 
guardians  have  but  one  aim  .in  building 
on  the  same  foundations,  this  change 


KANSAS. 

Rev,  J,  M.  Ashley,  Russdl, 

WHEKS   OP   TROUBLE. 

The  past  few  weeks  have  been  very 
eventful  to  me.  On  the  20th  of  July,  I 
lost  my  eldest  son.  Prof.  G,  H.  Ashley, 
of  Drury  College,  Missouri.  I  was  tele- 
graphed for,  but  could  only  get  there  in 
time  to  follow  him  to  his  last  resting- 
place.  I  found  the  widow,  with  my  son 
and  daughter,  almost  worn  out  with 
watching,  care,  and  sorrow.  After  the 
funeral,  I  and  my  son  stopped  a  few 
days,  to  sell  furniture,  pack  books,  and 
settle  accounts,  and  then  drove  over  into 
Kansas,  where  he  fiad  concluded  to  take 
mission  work,  and  would  need  his  horse 
and  buggy ;  this  occupied  us  for  two 
weeks.  We  then  made  arrangements  to 
visit  the  Union  and  Greeley  churches, 
south  of  the  Arkansas  river.  We  held 
four  meetings  with  them^  and  f o\w^^L^3t^R\S!L 
in  better  atat^  IYvwol  \  «1L\*si<i^*A^  ^<>»% 
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that  they  had  no  supply  since  last  March. 
This  visit  cost  us  ninety  miles  of  driv- 
ing. Just  before  starting,  I  was  called 
to  sympathize  with  Brother  Vetter  and 
attend  the  funeral  of  his  drowned  son. 
On  our  return,  I  found  a  boy  of  eighteen 
years,  the  youngest  of  a  famHy,  five  of 
whom  were  membcra  of  the  church,  under 
arrest  for  robbery.  He  was  led  into  it 
by  a  villain  old  enough  to  be  his  father. 
They  came  to  me  for  counsel  and  hclj), 
and  it  was  a  very  heavy  trial.  As  soon 
as  he  was  committed,  and  I  could  do  no 
more,  I  started  for  Russell,  and  finished 
up  my  work  there.  On  my  retura  to  my 
son-in-law^s,  in  Sedgwick,  where  we  were 
stopping,  I  found  the  house  had  been  on 
fire ;  part  of  our  clothing  and  bedding 
was  burned,  and  more  was  damaged  and 
disordered  with  water.  This  caused  a 
delay  of  a  week,  to  replace  and  rearrange 
our  clothing.  I  reached  my  new  fields 
of  labor  September  20th ;  preached  my 
first  Sunday  there,  and  was  taken  down 
with  bilious  fever.  We  were  far  from  a 
physician  and  conveniences,  and  I  lay 
very  low  for  three  weeks,  unable  to  be 
moved.  As  soofl  as  I  was  able,  my  son 
brought  me  to  Lawrence,  that  I  niiglit 
have  better  care  and  medical  attendance. 
I  am  now  improving.  This  is  my  first 
'  attempt  to  write,  and  it  is  taken  me  two 
days,  writing  at  intervals. 


MINNESOTA. 
2iev,  O.  8,  JPslton,  Olytidon, 

ANTICIPATIONS  REALIZED. 

Three  months  ago,  fresh  from  my  stud- 
ies, I  turned  my  face  westward  with  a 
strong  desire  to  preach  the  gospel  to 
those  beyond  "the  great  river."  I  had 
long  desired  to  be  a  "  Home  Missionary ;  ^* 
had  dreamed  over  it,  and  anticipated  it 
greatly.  Finally  my  *hope  was  being  re- 
alized. I  was  on  my  way  for  the  Great 
West — and  how  great  it  is  I — ^having 
bad^  all  my  friends  adieu,  and  followed 
by  many  a  blessipg  from  loving  Christian 
hearts.  I  came  here  for  whatever  the 
good  Lord  had  for  me  to  do,  trusting 
that  I  had  given  myself  entirely  to  his 


work.  So  I  was  prepared  not  to  be  dis- 
appointed in  what  I  should  meet  Three 
months  have  passed.  Am  I  sorry  that  I 
came?  The  love  for  this  work,  which 
was  so  strong  in  my  soul  when  I  left  the 
East,  has  become  now,  after  three  months' 
experience,  a  iiiling  passion.  I  would 
not  give  up  the  work  for  any  other  that 
I  can  think  of.  The  delight  of  feeding 
hungry  souls ;  of  giving  spiritual  life  to 
dying  men  and  women ;  of  standing  as  an 
under  shepherd  to  feed  the  flock  of  God, 
and  lead  them  into  the  green  fields  and 
beside  the  "  still  waters  "  of  bis  love ! 
Are  there  privations  ?  Yes ;  there  are 
some.  I  miss  the  comforts  and  opportu- 
nities enjoyed  at  the  East ;  but  these  are 
all  amply  ^  compensated  by  the  assured 
feeling  that  I  am  doing  my  di|ty  in  the 
place  where  the  Master  has  sent  me,  and 
that  I  am  engaged  in  the  glorious  work 
of  laying  foundations  for  God  and  truth 
that  will  last  for  ages  on  this  western 
frontier. 


IOWA. 
Bev,  D.  G,  Toukery  Oowrie. 

WARMED  AND   FILLED. 

With  feelings  of  thankfulness  to  yoa, 
and  gratitude  to  God  who  seeth  all  our 
poverty,  and  knoweth  our  needs  in  our 
struggles  to  serve  him,  I  received  your 
letter  last  evening  containing  the  draft 
Times  never  seemed  so  dark  to  us  as  last 
evening.  We  had  been  obliged  to  go  ia 
debt  at  the  grocery,  and  the  mill,  and 
the  butcher's,  till  I  was  ashamed  to  ask 
for  any  more  credit.  My  wife  remarked 
to  me,  as  with  a  heavy  heart  I  started  for 
the  post-oflSce:  *'  It  is  often  the  darkest 
hour  just  before  day,"  and  so  it  was  with 
me.  You  will  never  know  in  this  world 
how  much  good  that  money  will  do  ^ 


WISCONSIN. 
Rev.  M.  L.  Eastman,  Royalton. 

NEW  TRIALS  AND  NEW  JOltS. 

New  trials  of  faith  and  trust  hafc 
pressed  into  the  service  of  the  last  qaartcr, 
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and,  of  course,  new  joys,  for  they  always 
come  after  the  trials.  I  have  depended 
largely  on  my  son  for  bread,  in  the  ten 
years  I  have  been  here,  and  for  many 
other  necessaries,  besides  his  cash  sub- 
scription. In  August  his  bam  was 
burned,  with  twenty- five  tons  of,  hay, 
fourteen  acres  of  grain,  including  the 
wheat  we  expected  to  feed  us  for  the  en- 
suing year;  two  horses;  other  animals; 
my  cutter  and  harness,  buffalo  robe,  ;etc. 
The  house  and  all  that  was  in  it  barely 
escaped.  I  had  a  five-dollar  bill  and  a 
little  purse  of  nickels  kept  for  Sunday- 
school  collections.  These  I  snatched 
out  of  my  drawer,  and  my  Bagster's 
Bible  off  the  table,  securing  these  first. 
The  neighbors  and  friends  soon  helped 
to  empty  the  house,  while  others  fought 
the  fire.  The  house  was  saved.  We  had 
a  shelter  left  to  pray  and  sing  in  that 
night,  and  give  thanks  to  God  for  the 
mercy  that  preserved  our  persons  and  so 
manv  comforts. 

Such  a  scathing  gave  a  peculiarly  fresh 
tincture  to  gratitude  and  joy  for  the 
mercy  mingled  with  the  correction. 
God,  Christianity,  the  church,  the  Bible, 
and  the  Sabbath  seemed  sweeter  than 
ever  before.  I  preached  the  next  Sab- 
bath '*  God  is  our  refuge,  a  very  present 
help ;  "  and  it  was  sweet  to  talk  to  my 
people  about  such  a  refuge. 

I  looked  a  little  to  the  bag,  after  all, 
to  see  how  much  was  in  it,  and  wondered 
how  so  great  a  multitude  was  going  to 
be  fed  during  the  winter.  The  thought 
came,  '*  I  shall  soon  have  $50  from  the 
A.  H.  M.  S. ;  then  in  three  months  an- 
othdr  $50,  and*  that,  with  what  I  shall 
get  on  the  field,  will  keep  us  from  suffer- 
ing. 

In  about  two  days  after  the  fire  came 
your  circular  letter,  that  I  must  look  to 
the  church  for  the  other  half  of  the  $200 
pledged  from  the  Society,  for  the  Society 
^was  in  debt  $30,000.  A  new  trial,  in- 
€ieed  I    I  knew  well,  looking  to  the  church 


and  people  for  that  $1 00  was  to  be  submis« 
sive  and  cheerful  in  doing  without  it,  ex- 
cept perhaps  a  pittance  of  it.  The  church 
I  knew  Was  already  strained  to  keep  up 
their  quarterly  dues  and  meet  the  small 
collections  for  benevolent  causes. 

So  **  I  went  and  told  Jesus,"  and  begged 
for  relief,  and  for  many  Home  Mission- 
aries woree  off  than  I  and  mine  were.,  I 
got  new  joy  in  praying  for  that  God- 
blessed,  much-needed,  and  God-honored 
institution,  and  in  peace,  quiet,  and  great 
joy,  gave  up  the  $100,  only  so  far  as  it 
was  my  duty  to  get  for  the  Society  all  I 
could  on  the  field.  So  I  was  happy,  in 
spite  of  hopes  lying  in  ashes  sixty  feet 
from  my  study.  One  brother  gave  me  a 
sack  of  flour,  and  another  gave  me  three 
i  dollars  in  cash.  Both  gifts  looked  big 
to  me,  and  inspired  gratitude  and  joy. 

Then  came  a  stranger  trial  still.  One 
of  my  parishioners,  a  wife  and  mother  of 
five  children,  was  struck  dead  instantly 
with  lightning.  As  we  stood  round  the 
blackened  corpse,  the  little  children  cry- 
ing, "  O,  my  mamma  is  dead,  what  can 
I  do  without  my  dear  mamma ! "  and 
her  husband  wringing  his  hands,  and 
trying  to  suppress  his  groans,  my  trials 
over  loss  by  fire  vanished  into  thin  air. 
But  even  in  this,  joy  sprang  up,  from 
these  thoughts:  (1.)  It  was  God,  my 
precious  Father.  **  He  directed  the  light- 
ning under  the  whole  heavens.''  (2.) 
She  was  one  of  the  converts  in  our  meet- 
ings last  winter.  (3.)  It  brought  her 
husband  to  Christ  So  I  said  with  Paul: 
**As  sorrowful,  yet  always  rejoicing.*' 
O,  brethren,  how  I  am  exalted  in  being 
put  in  trust  with  the  gospel,  and  the  im- 
perishable work  of  helping  to  win  these 
erring  ones  to  Christ;  then  to  preach 
their  funeral  sermons  in  triumph,  and  tell 
the  people  that  our  Jesus  made  the  light- 
ning a  cushioned,  etherial  chariot  for  his 
child  to  ride  to  glory  in  without  a  con- 
scious pain ! 
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CHANGES  IN  ADMINISTRATION. 

During  the  last  month  changes  in  the 
personnel  of  the  administration  at  New 
York  haye  occurred  which  deserve  special 
mention. 

Rev.  Dr.  Clapp,  one  of  the  Correspond- 
ing Secretaries  since  February,  1865,  re- 
signed his  office,  and  this  resignation 
was  at  length,  upon  his  persistent  re- 
quest, accepted  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Wm.  Henry  Smith,  Esq.,  Treasurer, 
also  tendered  his  resignation,  to  take 
effect  when  his  successor  should  enter 
upon  the  office.  In  his  note  Mr.  Smith 
says:  "I  have  not  been  led  to  this  step 
by  any  lack  of  interest  in  the  prosperity 
and  success  of  the  Society's  work,  but 
for  the  reason  that,  during  the  nearly 
eight  years  that  I  have  served  gratui- 
tously as  Treasurer,  I  have  found  it  nec- 
essary to  devolve  upon  the  Secretaries  of 
the  Society  all  the  clerical  labors  inci- 
dent to  the  office,  while  I  maintained 
only  a  general  supervision  of  its  affairs. 
This  work  the  Secretaries  have  cheer- 
fully performed  without  compensation 
from  any  quarter.  And  now  believing 
that  the  best  interests  ,oi  the  Society 
demand  that  the  Treasurer  should  give 
his  personal  attention  to  the  details  of 
the  office,  and,  from  more  intimate  re- 
lations, be  kept  in  closer  sympathy  and 
co-operation  with  both  Secretaries  and 
missionaries,  and  that  he  should  receive 
a  compensation  for  this  service,  I  feel 
shut  up  to  the  necessity  of  resigning  my 
office— especially  as  my  private  business 
requires  so  much  of  my  time  and  care 
that  I  cannot  render  the  service  re- 
quired." 

This  resignation  having  been  accepted, 
Rev.  Dr.  Clapp  was  elected  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  He  enters  upon  the  duties  of 
the  office,  January  1st,  1878. 

The  associates  of  Dr.  Clapp  may  be 
pardoned  for  saying  that,  in  their  judg- 
ment, these  almost  thirteen  years  since 
be  became  Corresponding  Bect^Ur-jYvoL-vQ 


been  steadily  giving  him  a  larger  and  i 
deeper  place,  not  only  in  the  affectJoM 
of  the  churches,  but  in  their  confidence 
as  oi^e  to  whose  fidelity,  sympathy,  wis- 
dom and  integrity  they  might  entrust 
these  great  interests  of  Christ's  kingdom, 
lodged  in  the  Home  Missionary  work, 
with  fearless  assurance.  East  or  West, 
we  are  persuaded,  there  is  but  one  senti- 
ment on  that  subject. 

The  Society  is  indeed  fortunate  in  re- 
taining the  ripe  assistance  of  Dr.  Clapp  in 
the  councils  of  its  Executive  Committee; 
in  the  treasury  department,  for  which  his 
early  business  training  and  habits  spe- 
ciaUy  qualify  him  ;  and  also  in  that  of 
publication,  where  his  ready  pen  and  edi- 
torial skill  will  still  render  accustomed 
service.  But,  under  the  new  arrange- 
ment, it  is  understood  that  the  Societv  is 
not  to  have  his  whole  time  or  strenjjth  as 
heretofore.  As  already  published  else- 
where, he  is  to  be  the  New  York  editor 
of  The  CongregatiojialUt. 

What  was  said  a  month  ago  under  the 
head  of  **  Personal  Administrative  Ex- 
penses "  respecting  the  absolute  need  of 
three  Secretaries  at  this  office,  in  order 
that  the  work  be  pressed  as  it  ought  to 
be,  remains  true  now  as  then.  It  is  clear 
that  in  this  change  the  Society  has  been 
weakened  in  its  effective,  central  force. 
'Hie  two  Secretaries  remaining  will 
do  their  utmost,  with  such  additional 
help  of  a  subordinate  kind  as  can  be 
used,  to  maintain  and  extend  its  scale 
of  operations ;  but  the  churches  'will 
scarcely  expect  them  to  do  more  than 
what  three  men  had  already  found  to  be 
growing  beyond  their  strength. 

These  changes  have  thus  been  accepted 
by  the  Executive  Committee  with  many 
misgivings,  and  simply  as  a  necessity 
arising  from  a  state  of  feeling  that 
seemed  to  require  the  sacrifice.  It  now 
remains  only  that  we  gird  oursdveswith 
fresh  consecration,  and  that  we  entreat 
those  friends  who  are  not  satisfied  with 
^\h!eflec\iangc8^to  join  with  the  EzecutiTr 
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Committee  and  the  officers  of  the 
Society  here,  in  taking  up  the  Society 
into  a  holier  love,  and  pushing  it  forward 
with  more  fervent  hope,  and  faith,  and 
prayer  that  God  will  so  pour  out  his 
Spirit  as  to  make  this  day  of  our  weaken- 
ing the  day  of  his  greater  strength. 


THE   TE-VASURY. 

Thb  condition  of  the  Treasury  is  some- 
what better  than  it  was  a  month  ago. 
We  were  then  nearly  $35,000  in  arrears. 
On  this  12th  of  December,  the  arrears 
are  a  little  less  than  $30,000.  At  this 
season  of  the  year,  such  holding  back  of 
dues  means  serious  trouble  to  all  the  mis- 
sionaries, and  severe  suffering  to  some. 
Month  after  month,  we  have  set  these 
facts  before  the  friends  of  Home  Mis- 


sions, begging  their  promptest  aid.  The 
answers  have  barely  availed  to  keep  the 
debt  from  growing.  Tet  once  more  we 
tell  the  story.  We  cannot  believe  that 
the  abler  churches  and  pastors  mean  to 
leave  their  brethren  at  the  front  to  suffer 
tlu*ough  the.  whole  winter.  There  is  no 
time  to  be  lost. 


REMITTANCES. 

All  remittances  to  this  Society,  wheth- 
er in  cash,  drafts,  checks,  registered  let- 
ters, or  post-office  orders,  should  here- 
after be  addressed  to  Alex'r  H.  Clapp, 
Treasurer,  Bible  House,  New  York.  It 
will  save  much  time  and  trouble  if  post- 
office  orders  be  drawn  on  -Btation  D., 
New  York  City,  and  not  on  New  Y'ork 
City,  simply, 


t^ixx  (S>$-0pttMv(  S^$(UtU$. 


American  Congregational  Union. 

Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  D.D.,  Sec.,  69  Bible 
House,  New  York. 

N.  A.  Calkins,  Treas.,  69  Bible  House, 
New  Yorkrf 

Many  churches  that  have  been  waiting 
for  encouragement  to  begin  to  build  for 
themselves  houses  of  worship,  but  have 
held  back  by  the  known  insufficiency 
of  the  contributions  received  by  the 
Union  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  church- 
building  work,  have  doubtless  remem- 
bered the  words  of  the  Apostle,  "Ye 
have  need  of  patience  I  '*  Letters  and 
appeals  to  the  Union,  imploring  help, 
have  continued  to  come,  and  the  Union 
has  continued  to  spread  them  before  the 
contributing  churches.  Yet,  after  all, 
the  funds  have  come  into  the  treasury 
but  slowly.  Neither  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees nor  the  Executive  Officers  of  the 
Union  can  remedy  this  state  of  things. 
The  remedy  lies  with  the  pastors  and 
churches  in  the  several  States.  When 
these  feel  that  the  work  can  and  must  be 
carried  forward,  and  all,  in  their  several 


spheres,  lend  a  hand  in  earnest,  and  fur- 
nish the  treasury  of  the  Union  with  the 
requisite  funds,  patient  waiting  will  at 
once  have  its  reward,  and  a  new  im- 
pulse will  be  given  to  the  great  home 
evangelizing  work.  Nothing  short  of 
such  a  movement  will  accomplish  this. 
The  Trustees  of  the  Union  have  already 
made  su6h  fundamental  changes  in  the 
organization  and  working  of  its  agen- 
cies as  the  wishes  of  the  churches  seemed 
to  demand,  and  are  arranging  for  others 
yet — whether  for  better  or  for  worsen 
time  and  experience  only  can  determine. 
This  only  is  certain,  that  without  %  deep 
and  hearty  interest  in  the  matter — a  full 
conviction  of  the  vast  importance  of 
giving  the  Home  Missionary  who  is  sent 
out  to  preach  and  organize  Christian  in- 
stitutions, a  place  in  which  to  do  these 
things — a  real  enthusiasm,  in  short,  for 
progress  among  those  who  enjoy  and' 
love  our  Congregational  faith  and  pol- 
ity— the  work  will  still  move  slowly  and 
the  need  of  patience  will  remain. 

May  it  not  be  taken  for  granted  tbA.t 
the  Chriatiaii  U\i«w^i\i  ol  >^<e^^^s*.^'^ 
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henceforth   flow    out  in    broader    and 
deeper  channels  for  the  refreshment  of 
the  desert  places  ?    May  it  not  be  con- 
fidently expected  that  from  those  States 
in  which  half,  or  more  than  half,  of  the 
churches  have  been   aided  in   building 
their  houses  of  worship,  the  report  will 
not  be  made  to  their  next  general  Associ- 
ations that  not  a  third  part  of  all  their 
churches  have  during  the  year  contribu- 
ted anything  for  church  building  ?  None 
know  better  than  the  brethren  in  those 
large    and    prosperous    Western   States 
which  have  received  the  greatest  amount 
of  help,  the  value  of  that  help— how 
much  it  has  done  to  strengthen  their 
churches  and  plac^  them  on  a  founda- 
dation    of    permanent    prosperity    and 
growth.     May  not  then  the  East,  which 
has  aided    tliem— may  not    their  own 
young  churches  that   are   ^king    and 
waiting  for  aid,  expect  it  of  them  that 
they  make  this  year  a  record  of  their 
liberality,  which  it  will  gratify  them  to 
meet  when  the  doings  of  the  year  shall 
be  reviewed. 

A  word  to  the  waiting  churches  that 
have  felt  the  need  of  patience.  Be  not 
weary  in  well-doing.  The  fact  that 
there  is  but  one  voice  from  any  quarter 
as  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  rendering 
aid  to  the  new  churches  on  the  frontier, 
seems  to  justify  the  expectation  that 
with  the  rising  tide  of  returning  pros- 
perity this  department  of  our  Christian 
work,  in  common  with  the  others,  will 
be  carried  forward  with  a  vigor  propor- 
tioned to  its  importance.  Seuen  hundred 
and  forty  churches  already  aided  hy  the 
Uhionr—ne&T\j  a  thousand  aided  alto- 
gether—stand not  only  as  the  noble 
monument  of  what  has  been  accom- 
plished, but  as  an  encouragement  of 
hope  for  the  future. 


Money  may  be  sent  either  to  the  Treft^ 
nrer,  in  Boston  j  or  to  Ruy.  Charles 
P.  Bush,  D.D.,  39  Bible  House,  New 
York. 


American  Oollege  and  Bducation  So- 
ciety. 

Rkv.  Increase  N.  Tarbox,  D.D.,  Sec. 
Jambs  M.  Gordon,  Esq.,  Treas. 
OflBlce,  No.  83  Cong.  House,  Boston. 


Permanent  Funds. — It  is  now  fifty 
years  since  the  effort  was  made  to  raise 
permanent  funds  for  the    use  of   the 
American  Education  Society.     Dr.  Elias 
Cornelius  was  chosen   Secretary  of  the 
Society    in    August,    1826,    and  in  the 
October  following  he  left  his  parish  in 
Salem  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of 
his  office.     The  plan  for  a   permanent 
fund  had  been  formed  before,  and  some 
success  had  already  been  secured  in  rais- 
ing money;  but  the  larger  work  was 
performed  by  Dr.  Cornelius  himself.    A 
man  of  fine  presence  and  with  a  moving 
eloquence,  he  enkindled  in  tiie  churches 
a  zeal  for  this  work  of  permanent  en- 
dowments.    In  the    annual   report  for 
May,   1827,   it   is  said:    "About    sixty 
scholarships,   of    one  thousand   dollars 
each,  have  been  subscribed,  part  of  them 
payable  in  five  years,  and  $23,446.87  has 
been  paid  into  the  general  treasury,  be- 
sides   several    thousand     dollars    more 
which  are  in  the  treasuries  of  branch  so- 
cieties, waiting  the  order  of  the  general 
treasury." 

Almost  coincident  with  this  movement 
came  on  one  of  our  periodical  seasons 
of  financial  depression  and  disaster,  and 
some  ten  thousand    dollars    thus  sab- 
scribed  was  never  paid.     But  additions 
were  afterwards  made  from  time  to  time, 
the  most  notable  being  that  which  came 
from  the  estate  of  Dr.  Ebenezer  Porter, 
of    Andover    Seminary,    amounting  to 
$15,472.80.     Occasionally,  in  these  later 
years,  contributions  are  made,  or  legacies 
are  left    to  this  fund,   and    the    total 
amount  of  it  now  is  $69,718.75.    But 
there  is  also  another  fund,  which  goes 
towards  the  support  of  the  Secretary,  and 
which  amounts  at  present  to  $11,781.28. 
Then  there  has  recently  been  paid  into     « 
the  treasury  the  sum  of  $2,000,  to  be 
added  to  one  or  the  other  of  these  funds, 
so  that,  in  all,  the  Permanent  Funds  of 
the  Society  amount  to  $83,500.08.  These      j 
funds  have  been  carefully  preserved  and 
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nrell  invested,  and  have  been  doing 
:heir  work  now  for  a  long  course  of 
rears.  The  annaal  income  from  them  is 
lot  far  from  $6,000. 

Any  one  will  see,  by  this  statement, 
hat  the  income  of  the  Society  from  this 
ource,  though  helpful,  goes  but  a  little 
vay  in  our  yearly  expenditures.  It  is, 
lowever,  a  source  of  gratification  and 
encouragement  that  the  Society  has  this 
)asi8.  And  though  we  have  not  of  late 
rears  pressed  the  claims  of  this  fund,  yet 
ve  are  always  Ratified  when  additions 
ire  made  to  it.  It  was  the  old  idea  that 
^,000  would  keep  one  young  man  in 
raining  for  the  ministry  perpetually, 
rimes  have  changed,  and  our  present 
ate  of  appropriation  to  young  men  is 
^100  a  year.  The  $1,000  does  not  pay 
he  whole,  but  it  pays  a  good  part  of  the 
»um. 

There  is  another  view  which  may  be 
aken  of  this  subject.  This  fund  is 
nainly  for  the  support  of  young  men 


studying  for  the  ministry,  and  is  so  used. 
But  if  it  were  given  otherwise,  it  would 
more  than  pay  all  the  expenses  of  the 
Society,  year  by  year,  and  leave  every- 
thing now  given  by  churches  and  indi- 
viduals to  go  directly  to  young  men  and 
to  the  young  colleges.  With  this  basis 
of  operations,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
American  College  and  Education  So- 
ciety is  well  fitted  and  prepared  to  do  its 
appropriate  work.  It  is  a  fixed  prindple 
with  the  Directors  that  they  will  not  run 
the  Society  into  debt — that  they  will 
vote  away  only  what  they  have  at  their 
disposal.  With  this  as  an  established 
principle  in  our  operations,  it  sometimes 
happens  that  we  have  to  cut  short  the 
hopes  and  expectations  of  those  who  are 
receiving  the  benefits  of  the  Society,  but 
nothing  is  done  to  impair  its  financial 
credit  in  the  world  at  large.  The  check 
of  our  Treasurer  is  as  good  as  gold 
(minus  the  premium  on  it)  in  any  bank 
East  or  West. 


^ppcintmtntfi  in  ^ovtmhtVf  1877. 


Jfot  in  eommitHon  kut  pear. 

tier.  Walter  H.  Ashley,  Stranger  and  Tiblow,  Kan. 

Rev.  Samuel  P.  Dan  lap.  North  Topeka,  Kaa. 

Btev.  George  8.   Pelton,  Qlyndon,  Audubon,  Detroit, 

Hnrkad,     Pleasant     Ridge,     Ada,     Crookston, 

FiKher's  Landing,   Richwood    and  Lake  Park, 

MJnn. 
Ber.  Chaiiea  A.  Rnddook,  Granite  Fallfi,  Hinq. 
Bev.  Chauning  M.  Woodbridge,  Brockenridge,  Mc- 

Cauleyvillo  and  Wild  Rice,  Hinn. 
Bey.  Henry    Hetzler,  Mtuoatine  and  Pine    Creek, 

Iowa. 
Ber.  Stephen  D.  Smith,  Anita,  Iowa. 
Rty.    F .  J.    Brobirt,    Beetown,    Maskalungne    and 

Northanoven,  Wia. 
Bev.  George  J,  Webster,  Wantoma,  Wis. 
Ber.  William  Adams,  Brown  and  cut-stations,  Mich. 
BeT.  Beuben  Everts,  Roeoommon  and  West  Branch, 

Hich. 
Ber.  James  H.  Harwood,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Bev.  Irvine  T.  Hull,  Breokenridge,  Mt.  Carmel  and 

Catawba,  Mo. 
Rev.  Thomas  Armstrong,  Elmore,  IIU 
Bev.  John  L.  Bichards,  South  Danville,  lU. 

JRa-comnUuioned, 

Bev.  William  M.  Stewart,  Seroiahmoo,  Wash.  Ter. 

Bev.  Granville  M.  Dexter,  Pacheco,  Cal. 

Bev.  Francix  B.  Perkins,  Sonoma  and  out-Btations, 

Cal. 
aov.  Charles  H.  Bmerwm,  Creigfaton,  Baadle  Milli, 

Bait  Braaoh  and  Dry  CrMk,  Neb. 


Rev.  Henry  Griffiths,  Clearwater,  Neligh  and  West 
Cedar  Valley,  Neb. 

Rev.  James  W.  Kidder,  Norfolk,  Stanton  and  Pleas- 
ant Valley.  Neb, 

Rev.  Henry  P.  Page,  Harvard,  French's  school- 
house  nnd  out-station.  Neb. 

Rev.  William  Woolman.  Aurora,  West  Hamilton, 
Prairie  Home  and  Lincoln  Valley,  Neb. 

Rev.  Luuren  Armsby,  Council  Grove  and  Hill 
Springs,  Kan. 

Rev.  George  Bent,  Seneca,  Aztell,  Graham,  Union 
Dale  and  Oneida,  Kan. 

Rev.  David  C.  McNair.  Blue  Rapids  and  Pleasant 
Valley,  Kan. 

Rev.  Albert  M.  Richardson,  North  Lawrence,  Bar- 
ker and  Robinson  school-house,  Kan. 

Rev.  John  Vetter.  Sedgwick  City  and  Lakin,  Kan. 

Rov.  Francis  L.  Fuller.  Hamilton,  Minn. 

Rev.  Alpheus  Graves,  Mt^ord,  Minn. 

Rev.  James  Alderson,  Babula  and  Sterling,  Iowa. 

Rev.  RnfuR  Apthorp,  Big  Rock,  Iowa. 

Rev.  Frederick  E.  Bangs,  Farmington,  Iowa, 

Rev.  John  M.  Bowers.  Reinbeck,  Caldville,  and  out- 
station,  Iowa. 

Rov.  Charles  F.  Dikeman.  Rock  Falls,  Nora  Spring* 
and  Plymouth,  Iowa. 

Rev.  Frederick  W.  Judiesch,  Davenport,  Iowa. 

Rev.  Henry  Lees,  Wauooma,  Fort  Atkinson  and 
Little  Turkey,  Iowa. 

Rev.  Jacob  Reuth,  Sherriirs  Mount,  Iowa. 

Rev.  Eugene  L.  Sherman,  Prairie  City  and  Mound 
Prairie,  Iowa. 

Rev.  Swan  Sun  berg,  Keokuk,  Iowa. 

BeT.  Howard  S.  Thompsoii,  Kellogg,  Iowa. 
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Janttai^, 


Rev.  John  A.  Ball,  Rio  and  Wyoocna,  WIh. 

Rov.  Morgan  L.  Eastman,  Royalton,  Baldwin's  Mills 

and  out-stat.on.  Win. 
Rev.  William  C.  Hicki*,  Hammond,  Wi«. 
Rev.  Jamen  Bamett,  Grand  Haven,  Mich. 
Rev.  Stephen  O.  Bryant,  Mancelonn,  Westwood  and 

Kearney,  Mich. 
Rev.  Albert' L,  Gridley,  Benzonia,  Mich. 
Rev.  James  Hall,  Farwell  and  vicinity,  Mich. 
Rev.  Frank  B.  Old^  Potterville,  Mich. 


Rev.  Norman  L.  Otia,  CrptaX  and  ont4<atieBL 
Mich. 

Rev.  William  H.  Skentelbory,  Waoooifca  and  out- 
stations,  Mich. 

Rev.  Austin  N.  McCoooogbey,  Bowaaabatf  sad 
Denver,  111. 

Rev.  John  V.  Hickmott,  AngoU  and  Pleawnt  LdcB, 
Ind. 

Rev.  John  H.  Goodell,  AoKterlita.  N.  T. 

Rov.  Lemuel  Jones,  Monsey,  N.  Y. 


(tHpU  itt  ^0vtmhttf   187*7. 


MAINE.— $30.00. 

Biddeford.  Sabbath-school  of  the  Second, 
for  the  Debt,  by  E.  W.  Staples*, 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE— $226.80. 

Received  by  Hon.  L.  D,  Stevens.  Treaa. 
N.  H.  M.  Soc.  : 

Concord,  A  Friend,  $60  00 

Manchester,  Flrnt,  79  «0 


$80  00 


139  .30 
26  00 
82  60 
30  00 


90  00 

1  00 

23  20 

80  00 

80  00 
17  5D 


80  00 

31  60 

10  00 

67  98 

1  25 


Concord,  On  account  of  Legacy  of  H. 

Crib«on,  by  Rev.  E.  H.  Grt;eley, 
Henniker.  i^abbath-school,  for  the  Debt, 

by  J.  Gutterson, 
Nashua,  Sabbat n -school  of  the  First,  for 

the  Debt,  by  F.  H.  Mclntire, 

VBRJfONT— $262.48. 

Bellows  Fallx.  by  J.  C.  Talman. 
Berlin,  J   E.  Perrin, 
Brandon,  by  Rev.  S.  P.  Wilder, 

Sabbath-Hchool,  for  Debt,  by  J.  Mecure, 
Brattleboro,  Sabbath -tichool  of  Center,  for 

the  Debt,  by  G.  H.  Clapo, 
Brookfleld,  Set^ond,  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Bnt>hee, 
ChoKter    Female  Cent  Soc.,  by  Mrs.  G.  S. 

Robbins,  tu  const.  Mrs.  M.  M.  Chapman 

aL.M, 
Manchei>ter.  Sabbath-School,  for  the  Debt, 

by  J.  C.  Emery.  Treas.  V.  D.  M.  Boc.. 
Pittsford,  M.  P.  Humphrey, 
Rutland,  by  J.  H.  Goulding, 
Bwanton,  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Babbitt,  freight, 

MA8BA0HUSBTT8— $5,907.98. 

Mass.   Home.  Miss.   Soc.,   by  C.   Demond, 

Treas.,  6,000  00 

Andover,  Sabbath-school  of  the  South,  for 

the  Debt,  by  H.  H.  Hart, 
Ashbnrnham.  G.  F.  Stevens,  for  the  Debf, 
Boston,  Highland  Sabbath-schooU  for  the 

Debt, 
From  the  wife  of  a  former  Home  Misdon- 

ary, 
Cummington,  Ladies'  Benev.  Soc.,  by  Mrs. 

C.  C,  Porter,  in  full  to  const.  A.  H.  Kim- 
ball, M.D.,  a  L.M.. 
Fitchburg,   On  a(X"iount  of  T,«gacy  of  D. 

Snow,  by  E.  A.  Hubbard,  Ex.f 
Hndley,  Sabtrnth-Bchool  of  the  First,  for 

the  Debt,  by  C.  Cook, 
Lawrence,   Lawrence  St.  Sabbath-school, 

for  the  Debt,  by  J.  L.  Partridge, 
Millburv,  Sabbath  ««chool  of  the  First,  for 

the  Debt,  by  O.  H.  Waters, 
Newburyport,  "  From  the  Miss.  Pear  Tree 

of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Cleaveland/' 
Oxford,  First,  by  E.  8.  Pease, 
flpriiigfleld,  "  H.  M.," 


4  00 
6  00 

80  00 

1  00 


20  00 

6  66 

30  00 

30  00 

80  00 

6  00 

87  00 

QQQQQ 


Sutton,   Ladies,  by  Mrs.  W.  A.  Benedict, 

freight.  $5  00 

WcKt  Brookfleld,  A  Friend,  65 

West  Medwsy,  Ladies'  Char.  Soc,  by  Rev. 

J.  M.  Bell,  freight,  1  50 

Worcester,  "  Anonymous,'*  202  17 


RHODE  ISLAND.— $545  00. 

Barrlngton,  Sabbath -school,  for  the  Debt, 

by  D.  A.  Waldron,  CO  00 

Bristol,  Sabbath-school  of  the  Pirrt,  for 

the  Debt,  by  Rev.  J.  P.  Lane,  80  00 

Providence,  Pilgrim,  by  W.  A.  Dudley,         IdO  OU 
Sabbnth-K<;htx)l  of  the  Pilgrim,  for  the 

Debt,  by  E.  Knight.  90  00 

BeneflcenU  by  B.  W.  Gallup,  125  00 

Sabtmth- school  of  the  Beneficent,  by  J. 
W.  Riw.  to  const.  Dea.  W.  H.  Gale. 
W.  R.  Perce.  J.  B.  Slade,  W.  Swarts, 
W.  P. '  Chapin,  Miss  A.  Field  and  J. 
W.  Rice  L.  Ms.,  210  CO 


CONNECTICUT— $3,287.24. 

Receiveil  by  F.  T.  Jarman  : 
Madison,  La  lies'  Cent  Soc.,  to 
const.   Mrs.     E.    Kelsey    and 
Mrs.  T.  Bradley  L.  Ms.,  $60  11 

A.  O.  Wiloox,  10  00 

New  Haven,  Center,  New  Leba- 
non MiKsion.  for  the  Debt,  80  00 
North,  H.  L.  J.,  10  00 
Third,  8  00 
Northford,    Sabbath-school,   for 
the  Debt,                                          80  00 


Ansonia,  John  Jackson, 

Berlin,  Sabbath-school  of  the  Second,  for 

tho  Debt,  by  A.  North, 
Bridgejwrt,  First,  of  wh.  $1,000  Legacy  of 

E.  W.  Day,  late  of  Colchester,  Conn., 

Rev.  G.  B.  Day,  Ex.,  by  E.  P.  Hincks, 
Central  VilUge,  by  J.  Avery, 
Collinsville,  by  Q.  R.  Shepherdi, 
Cromwell,  by  G.  H.  Butler, 
Deep  River,  by  J.  B.  Banning, 
East  Woo<lstock,  Legacy  of  Mrs.  Mary  A. 

L.  Paine,  by  H.  M,  Gifford,  Ex., 
Goshen,  Ladies'  Sew.  Soc,  by  Mrs.  W.  B. 

Gaylord,  freight, 
Guilford,  Sabbath-school  of  the  First,  for 

the  Debt,  by  H.  Benton, 

A  Friend, 
Hartfonl,  Sabbath-school  of  the  ABylnm 

Hill  Oh.,  for  the  Debt,  by  J.  S.  Tryon, 
Mrs.  E.  H.  Perkins,  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Ferkina, 
Kensington,  Sabbath- school,  for  the  Debt, 

by  Rev.  J.  B.  Cleaveland,     ^ 
Lebanon,  Goahen  Soc,  by  J.  M.  Paokhaoi, 


14S11 
201 

8166 


1,146  « 
84  38 
24  T4 
66  00 
16  35 

600  00 

500 

80  00 
20  00 

»00 
50  09 

16  09 
65» 


'    1 


1878. 


tKE  HOIPS  MI88IONABT. 


225 


M.. 
G. 

for 


Litchfield,  On  aooonnt  of  Legacy  of  O.  F. 
Crane,  by  R.  Pierpont, 

Madison,  Sabbath-school,  for  the  Debt,  by 

Rev.  J.  A.  6alhip, 
Middlefield,  Sabbath-fichool,  for  the  Debt, 

by  Rev.  A.  C.  Deniwn,  to  oonst.  Edwin 

P.  Aagnr  a  L.  H.,  / 

Milfunl,  Sabbath-achool,  for  the  Debt,  by 

W.  B.  Bristoll, 
New  Haven,  Mrs. of  the  Center  Ch., 

SabbathHchool  of  the  Ch.  of  the  Redeem- 
er, for  the  Debt,  by  J.  B.  Baldwin. 

8abbnth-£ch(>ol  of    the   Third,  for    the 
Debt,  by  Amelia  L.  Foote, 
Norfolk,  P.  E.  Porter,  to  connt.  him  a  L 
Northford,  United  Workers,  by  Rev. 

DeF.  Folsom,  freight, 
North     Greenwich,     Sabbath-school, 

the  Debt,  by  S.  D.  Husted, 
Norwich,  Broadway  Sabbath -school,  for  the 

Debt,  by  W.  R.  Burnham, 
Plainville,  Sabbath-school,  for  the  Debt,  by 

L.  C.  Strickland,  • 

Bockville,  Sabbuth-Rchool  of  the  Second, 

for  the  Debt,  by  S.  T.  Noble, 
Salisbury,  Mrs.  M.   M.   Blake,   by    8.    L. 

Blake, 
Beymour,  C.  B.  Sheard. 
Sherman,  by  H.  GeUton,  to  const.  W.  B. 

Hawley  a  L.  M., 
Simsbury,  Ladies,  by  Mrs.  H.  M.  Tomlln- 

Kon,  freight. 
South  Norvalk,   Sabbath-school,   for  the 

Debt,  by  E.  Beard, 
Taloottvillc.  *111.85  ;  N.  Hubbard,  $64.64, 

by  Talcott  Bros., 

Ladiea'  Mi«.  Soc.,  by  Mrs.  S.  A.  Talcott, 
freight, 
Thompson,  Ladies,  by  Miss  Ella  D.  Lamed, 

freight, 
TJnionville,  by  J.  P.  Chamberlin, 
^Wateriiury,  Sikbbath-tichool  of  the  Second, 

for  the  Debt,  by  A.  M.  Blakesley, 
Wetit    Winstcd,    Sabbath-school,    for    the 

Debt,  by  G.  M.  Carrington, 
"Wetherbfield.  Sabbath-school,  for  the  Debt, 

by  M.  S.  Griswold, 

A  Friend, 

Mi.«  F.  Wright,  ••  a  thank  offering," 
Wokottville,  $4b.61 ;    Sabbath-school,  for 

the  Debt,  $<>U,  by  E.  J.  Steele, 

KBW  YORK.— $2,846.6«. 

Received  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Holbrook,  D.D. : 

Binghampton,  $69  48 
Homer,  Sabbath  school,  foi  the 

Debt,  dO  00 

Parift,  13  80 

Seiteca    Falls,    Sabbath-school,  > 

for  the  Debt,  1  06 

South  Hartford,  10  00 
Syracusf,  Goodwill  Mission,  for 

the  Debt,  80  00 

Sabbath  school,  Plymouth,  for 

the  Debt,  80  00 

Triangle,  10  00 

'Whitney's  Point,  6  00 


$S1  00 

SO  00 

80  GO 

SO  00 
60  00 

80  OC 

80  CO 
80  00 

4  00 

80  00 

100  OC 

16  00 

80  00 

4  00 
600 

80  CO 

800 

80  00 

166  89 

a  00 

8  00 
80  00 

60  00 

80  00 

88  60 

60  00 

2  00 

78  61 


Amsterdam,  Sabbath-school  of  the  Second 

Preiib.  Ch.,  for  the  Debt,  by  D.  Cady, 
Auburn,  On  account  of  Legacy  of  J.  3. 

Seymour,  by  H.  Woodruff,  Ex.,  1 

Baiting  Hollow,  by  Rev.  E.  Hale, 
Brooklyn.  Clinton  Avenue,  A  Friend, 
South,  by  J.  CrowelL,  to  const  Mrs.  H. 

N.  Child  a  L.  M., 
Tompkins    Avenue,    $80.76;     Sabbath- 
school,  for  the  Debt,  $80,  by  D.  S.  B. 
Bennet, 
Buffalo,  W.  G.  Bancroft,     • 
Canandaigaa,  Sabbath-school  of  the  Pint, 
for  the  Debt,  by  L.  B.  Gaylord, 
First,  by  B.  G.  Tyler, 
Dr.  and  Mia.  J.  B.  Hayea,  by  B.  O.  Tyler, 
Cmwn  Point,  Sabbath-M^hool,  for  theD«bt, 
by  Z.  K.  Townaend, 


190  78 

80  00 

,600  00 

6  82 

100  00 

164  22 


60  76 
60  00 

80  00 

177  09 

26  00 

40  00 


East  Phanalia,  by  Rev.  J.  Clements, 

Eldred,  First,  by  Rev.  F.  Kyte, 

Fuirport,  Sabbath- school,  for  the  Debt,  by 

F.  B.  Gibson, 

Flushing,  FiTht,  by  Rev.  W.  H.  Lendrum, 
Franklin,  Sabbath  school  of  the  First,  for 

the  Debt,  by  A.  S.  Barnes, 
Gaines,  $82.07;  Sabbath-Rchool,$«.2S,   by 

L.  A.  Sanford,  to  const.  Mrs.  Gecrge  An- 
derson a  L.  M.. 
Gasport,  Mn*.  J.    Silsby,   $1 ;  Miss  Mary 

Spencer,  $3,   by  Rev.  E.  Howard, 
Klantone,  by  Jlev.  E.  C.  Hall, 
Little  Valley,  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Stewart, 
Mt.  Sinai,  by  S.  H.  Miller, 
Napoll,  add  1,  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Stewart, 
New  York  City,  Mrs.  Hannah  Ireland,  &tO: 

Mrs.  Mary  Parker,  $25. 
Northville,  by  C.  P.  Howell, 
Orient,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  by  W.  H. 

Young, 
Oxford,  Asso.  Presb.  Ch.,  by  W.  A.  Martin, 
Poughkeepsie,     Sabbat  h-bchool,     for    the 

Debt,  by  G.  Dudley,  to  const.  Rev.  E.  A. 

Jjiwrence,  Jr.,  a  L.  M., 
Pmttsbiirgh.  Lucius  Waldo, 
Rochester,  Mrs.  Chester  Gregory, 
Rodman,  John  S.  Sill, 
Sinclairville,  by  Rev.  C.  8.  Vincent, 
Smyrna,  Sabbath-school,  for  the  Debt,  by 

Rev.  C.  C.  Johnson, 
Tallman's,  Second,  by  Rev.  S.  H.  Switzer, 
Wefct  Farms,  Mrs.  A.  Wood, 

NEW  JERSEY— $80.00. 

Newark,  Sab  bath -school  of  the  First,  for 
the  Debt,  by  Rev.  W.  B.  Brown,  D.D., 
to  con«t.  S.  P.  Parker  a  L.  M., 

PENNSYLVANIA— $10.00. 

Pennsylvania,  Friends,  **  saved  for  Jesus 
by  plain  dress," 

MARYLAND— $142. 48. 

Baltimore,  First,  by  E.  D.  Bigelow, 
Sabbath-school  of  the  First,  for  the  Debt, 
by  M.  Hawley, 

VIRGINIA— $4.04. 
Falls  Church,  by  W.  W.  Kinsley, 

OHIO.-  $397.26. 

Columbia,  by  Mrs.  D.  F.  Harris, 

Elyria,  Sabbath  school  First  Pre^b.  Ch.,  for 

the  Debt,  by  H.  Ely, 
MansLeld,  Sabbath-school,  for  the  Debt,  by 

S.  A.  Jennings, 
Marietta,  Sabbath  school,  for  the  Debt,  by 

J.  W.  Stanley, 
Newark,  Friends, 
Paddy's  Run,  Sabbath-school,  for  the  Debt, 

by  A.  Fi-ancis, 
Plsgah,  by  Rev.  M.  W.  Diggs, 
Talimadge,  Sabbath-school,  for  the  Debt, 

by  F.  L.  Sherry, 
Wahiut  Hills,  l^rof.  E.  W.  Hyde, 
Windham,  Legacy  of    8.  Scott,  by  E.  P. 

Jaggar,  Ex., 

T.  Wales, 

INDIANA— $2.00. 

Liber,  by  Rev.  M.  W.  Diggs, 
Michigan  City,  by  Rev.  K.  Kent, 

ILLINOIS— $b90.47. 

Bartiett,  $14.93;  Wayne,  $1217,  by  Ber. 

G.  A.  Coleman, 
Batavia,  First,  by  G.  B^ 
Bunker  Hill,  Mrs.  S.  V.  M.  Q., 
Chicago,  First,  by  J.  Wiswell, 

New  England,  of  which,  for  the  D«bt, 
$:iO,  by  £.  W.  Blatchford, 
I^ooln  Park,  b^  ^.  V  «liCKH\\X, 


$2  41 

3  00 

SO  00 
40  13 

80  00 


41  80 


400 
12  00 

6  60 

17  26 

60 

76  00 
2:i  16 

80  00 
28  89 

80  6o 

10  00 

16  00 

000 

10-UO 

30  00 

23  80 

6  00 

80  00 

10  00 

112  48 
80  00 

4  04 


80  00 

40  00 

80  00 

80  00 

20  00 

30  00 
6  00 

83  89 

90  00 

162  87 
6  00 

2  00 
29  81 

36  40 

69  22 

700 

18  77 
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.  Cnte,  Rar.S.  Porter, 

Ihinilee.'bj  Hn,  W.  B.  UlUu 
Farmingu.D,  PtnH,  Dy  J.  W.  > 


G.  M.  KellD)nt, 
naadbgrn.  bi  S.  Hollirtcr, 
Wythe,  by  Rev.  W.  B,  Bncdwil, 


Onipd>IUe.    II.IH;    HndumTlIK    (1.08; 

iMwinn,  t^.ia ;  Bev.  B.  Booth,  •4.M, 

UlUbrcnE,  Plm,  by  Bar.  K.  U.  Holj<l>y, 

SugHtack,  I^nt.  li;  C.  B.  Wiigtat, 
Blftnt«n,  by  Bcv.  L.  P,  Spelmnn, 
Wayoii.  tU;  SabbMti-Kboul,  |S,  by  W. 

wiHooNsiH—  ti  ee.BE. 


a«.  P.  V.1e 


IOWA— (IBJ.m. 

,   Beoelndby  Rer.B  Ailuni: 

McOnger,  Womui'a  Win.  Bos.,      |4  90 


UeiOHA 

XT. 

Jftiniaiy, 

BrimoBd 

R«T    J 

D.  8» 

Ddauultuiil;, 

S! 

ChuCn 

*k,  b>  Rov.  R. 

ILWoort. 

D«  Mui 

loolof  llymlfc, 

l>ehi. 

■.H-MaiiD, 

»» 

B.BSC 

3M 

LcU^;, 

byBei 

AtBOld, 

Hue 

ifc  MlH.  fioc. 

«  p.  D.  Lyn«n, 

»» 

rti.  S>Uy  Wh* 

tE« 

PLjmout 

■^L"' 

!■.   0.  P 

DikMDUi, 

1» 

Albert  Leo,  Hnt,  by  a 


XANSAB— t>U.B3. 


SKbcIha.  KLniC,  by  Uev.  U.  W.  SbiH, 
SBignltli,  by  llf.  J.  VettCT, 

mSBABKA— |143.bS. 

Filrflcld,    tlS;  Bprlne  lUneh  Ckind.   )1U, 

by  Krv.  T.  Vnfrh.  ) 

Lini^Dlii,  I'l.SG;   titerFD'I  Crrvk,  $6.U,  by 


UTlbuc  In  tsU, 


DAKOTA— IDS  M. 

Fort  Bsrtbald,  by  Ber.  C.  L.  Hall, 
COLORADO- (IJ,  18. 

DmiTcr.  BeT.  S,  Bheldon, 

Uilt*,  Bev,  J.  Aduni, 

CALIFORNIA- (43.00. 


ly  Rnr.  J.  T.  Fori,   11  « 


HiUBboro,  1^.70:  KevTBDon 
Bev.  O.  H.  Atkinun,  U.S., 
Portland.  Sibtetl>-Khuol  of  U 


■•*"  .a 


THK  HOHS  MIBBIOKABY. 
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STANDS— $1,029.57. 
andft,  A  Friend, 
)NARY, 

'SCHOOL  WORK, 
•  particulars.] 


$1,029  87 
16  78 

$17,»82  06 
118  68 

$17,460.74 


onattonit  of  Clothing,  etc. 

,  Ladies'  Bcnev.  Soc.,  by  Mrs. 

dwell,  box, 

b.,  LadieH  of  College  St.  Ch., 

..  Marsh,  bbl., 

N,  Y.,  two  l>oxe«  and  canh, 

.,  Ladies  of  North  Ch.,  by  Mrs, 

d,  bbl. 

Mrs.   J.  A.  Kippen,  bbl.  and 

!t.,  I^adies,  by  Mrs.  Sarah  W. 

Y.,  bundle. 

>adiea'  Sew.  Soc.,  by  Mrs.  W. 
lx>x, 

mlieH  of  First  Ch,  of  Christ,  by 
^'iMKlhnll,  bbl.  and  freight, 

Ladiutv,  by  Mrs.  J.  U.  Hicok, 
d  freight, 
asb.,  A.  D.  Whitmore,   bundle 


$90  00 

76  00 
344  03 


186  00 

47  20 
100  00 
170  46 


Ladies"  Sew.  Soc.,  by  Mary  A. 

f  bbl.,  60  00 

,  Ladies'  Aid  Soc.,  box,  120  00 

t.,  LmlioH  Home  Miss.  Soc.  and 

rker»,  by  Mrs.  M.  T.  Hill,  box,     100  00 

Ct.,   Ladies  of   First   Ch.,  by 
Cracy,  bbl. 

;t..  Ladies'  Home  Miss.  Soc.  of 
by   Mrs,    E.   E.    Atwatcr,    two 


;t..    Ladies,  by  A.  W.  Belden, 

ight, 

I.,    United  Workcrp,   by  Rev. 

Fols«>m,  bbl., 

U.,  Ladies'  Soc.,  by  Mrs.  C. 
bl.  and  cn.sh, 

.,  Ladies'  Sew.  Circle,  by  Mrs. 
r,  bbl., 

Y.,  Mrs.  Jane  A.  Hodges,  bdl. 

188.,  Mrs.  E,  B.  Ripley,  box, 
,  Ladies,  by  Mrs.  H.  M.  Tomlin- 

nd  Grand  Isle,  Vt.,  Mrs.  A.  M. 

>x  and  freight, 

.,  Ladies,  by  Mrs.  W.  A.  Bene- 

.,  'Ladies  of    Cong.    Ch.  and 
V.  James  H.  Babbitt,  box, 
:^t..  Ladies'  Miss.  Soc.,  by  Mrs. 
Talcwtt.  bbl., 
:t..  Ladies,  by  Miss  Ellen  D. 

I., 

t.,  Lrnlies'  Benev.  Soc.  of  First 

4.  H.  M.  Dutton,  box,  com.  set, 

Ct.,  Latlies,  by  Mrs.  E.  C.  Kim- 

ly,    Mass.,    Ladies'    Charitable 
v.  J.  M.  Bell,  bbl., 


882  76 

60  00 

46  00 

98  31 

46  66 

110  00 

69  24 

61  00 

63  60 

60  00 

43  26 

Aubumdale,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Ayer,  Mrs.  J.  Spaulding, 
Beverly,  Dane  St., 

Boston,  Charlestown,   WiBthrop,  I.   Little- 
field, 

B  Street  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 

ImmanueU  mon.  con., 

Jamaica  Plain,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 

Phillips,  Sabbath-school,  to  const.   C.  J. 
Lincoln  a  L.  M..  for  Debt, 

Shawmut,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Branch  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Ford, 

J.  W.  Foster, 

A  Friend, 
Braintree,  Sonth, 

Brimfleld,  Sabbath -school,  for  Debt, 
Brooklhie,  Harvard,  by  H.  B.  Eager, 
Chelmsford,  North,  Second, 
Clinton,  by  C.  L.  Swan, 

Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Dana, 
Dan  vers,  Maple  St.,  to  const.  John  A.  Learoy 

and  Elijah  Bradstreet,  Horace  Bom.  Mrs. 

Sarah    E.  Fisk  and  Mrs.  Susan  Putaam 

L.  Ms., 

Maple  Street,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Dedham,  First, 

Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 

WestfleldiBranch  Sabbath- school,  for  Debt, 
Douglass,    East,    Sabbath-school,   to  const. 

Miss  Josephine  S.  Kemp  a  L.  M.,  for  Debt, 
Bast  Bridgewatcr,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Enfield,  Estate  of  J.  B.  'Woods,  by  W.  B. 

Kimball,  ex., 
Fairhaven,  M.  P.  S., 
Fall  River.  Central,  by  B.  B.  Borden, 
Falmouth, 

East  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Pitchburg,  Calvinist,  by  A.  S.  Dole, 
Framingham,  Plymouth  '*  Buds  of  Promise,^ 
for  Debt, 
Women's  Cent  Soc., 
South,  by  A.  Coolidge, 
Sabbath- school,  for  Debt, 
Francestown,  N.  H.,  Bible  class  in  Y.  M.  0. 

A., 
Foxboro,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Grafton,  Evan.,  by  G.  K.  Nichols, 

Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Granby,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Greenfield,  First,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Groton,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Hampden  Ben ,  Assoc.,  Charles  Marsh, 
Tr. : 
Chicopee,  Second, 
Palmer,  Second, 

Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Springfield,  Olivet,  to  const.  G.  F. 
Kendall  a  L.  M., 
First, 
Indian  Orchard,  Sabbath-achool, 

for  Debt, 
Hope, 
Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
W«Bt  Springfield,  Park  Street, 


166  00 


69  75 


the  McumicAutetta   Borne  Miaatonary 
November^  Chaklxb  Dsmoxtd,  Trtaa, 

rst,  $20  41 

33  66 
d  Salisbury,  by  E.  A.  Johnson,  20  00 
rth,  A  P'riend,  1  00 

St,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  80  00 

cond.  Sabbath-school,  for  DeM,     5^3  61 

11  00 


$80  00 

60  00 

108  08 

60  00 
80  00 
20  00 
80  00 

80  00 
80  00 
80  00 
CO  00 
600 
26  00 
8  67 
80  00 

964  21 
10  CO 

190  00 
80  00 
10  00 


160  T7 
80  00 

167  48 
86  60 
80  00 

80  00 
80  00 

100  00 
10  00 

631  07 

228  00 
80  60 

893  00 

80  00 
61  00 
46  60 
80  00 

80  00 
30  OO 
61  66 
80  00 
88  25 
80  00 
80  00 


$90  78 
20  00 
80  00 

74  48 
64  89 

80  00 
82  75 
36  60 
44  00 


Haverhill,  West,  Sabbath-achool,  for  Debt, 

Center,  Sabbath-school, 
Harvard, 

Harwich  Port,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Haydenville,  by  C.  D.  Waite, 
Hinsdale, 

Holbrook,  Winthrop, 
Ipswich,  First,  Babbathschool,  for  Debt, 
Kingston.  Sabl  •th-school,  for  Debt, 
Leominister,  by  Mrs.  E.  McDonnell, 

North,  by  Mrs.  J.  A.  Fiske, 
Longmeadow,     First,    Sabbath-achool,    for 

Debt, 
Lowell,   Kirk  Street,    to  const    Oliver  H. 

Moulton  a  L.  D., 
Lynn,  First,  Sabbath -school,  for  Debt, 

Central,  Sabbath-eotaool,  for  Debt, 
Lynnfield,  South, 
Malone,  N.  Y.,  by  Ber.  Q.  Q.  B&siAvtxQMiav 


869  86 
80  00 
90  00 
47  60 
80  00 
16  98 

166  60 
28  94 
80  00 
80  00 
960 
19  00 

80  00 

100  00 

80  00 

88  GO 

491 
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THE  HOME  lOSBIOHABT. 


January,  1878. 


Mmw..  Friends, 
Med  way,  East,  First, 

Village, 
Sabtiath-Rchool,  for  Debt, 

We^t,  Sabbatli-school,  to  conit.   Bev.  V. 
MoiMJsa  L.  M.,  for  Debt, 
Middlefleld,  A  Friend, 
Middleton, 
Newbarjport,  North,  bj  T.  Fortcr, 

Whitefleld,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Nevrton  Center,  Firnt, 

Eliot, 
Oranjfc',  Sabbxith-school,  for  Debt, 
Peabody,  South, 
Plymouth,  Ch.  of  Pilgrimage,  Sabbath -school, 

for  Debt, 
Plympton,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Quincy,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 

WollaRton, 
Randolph.  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Beading,  Bethesda,  Sabbath -school,  to  const. 

Miss  Augnsta  Barrows  a  L.  M.,  for  Debt, 
Revere, 

Salem,  Tabernacle,  addU. 
Sandwich,  Sabbath- school,  for  Debt, 
Saul^lt^  First, 

Shirley  ViUage,  Sabbath-schooL,  for  Debt, 
Shrewbbury, 

Sabbath-school,  for  Debt. 
Somerset,  Sabbath-schooL,  for  Debt, 
Southbridge,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Springfield,  C.  M., 
Stockbridge,  Mrs.  Josiah  Brewer, 
Swampsoott,  Sabbath- school,  for  Debt, 
Thomdlke,  Sabbath-schoyl,  for  Debt, 
Uxbridgc,  SablMth  school,  for  Debt, 
Walpole,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 

East, 
Wavcrly, 

Westboro,  8«bbath-tcbool,  for  Debt, 
Westminster,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
West  Stockbridge  Village,  by  G.  W.  Kniffln, 
Weymouth,  First. 

South.  Secoad,  to  const.   Mrs.  James  W. 
Vinlng  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Alden  L.  Ms., 
WUllamstown,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 

South,  Second.  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 

Wliite  Oaks,  Sabbath-school,  ^^r  Debt, 
Winchendon,    Mrs.    Mahall    D.    Butler,  to 

const.  Mrs.  Cath.  W.  Booth  a  L.  M.. 

First, 
Worcester,    Plymouth    Sabbath-school,    for 

Debt, 
Wrentham,  Mrs.  Cynthia  Hawes, 
Home  Missionary, 


$48  60 

16  00 

111  60 

ao  00 

30  00 

2  00 

18  UO 

h8  63 

.30  0(1 

17K  00 

?R«  Ul 

12  50 

318  i:i 

80  00 

15  00 

80  UO 

»  00 

80  00 

80  00 

»  13 

ft  00 

40  00 

12  48 

15  00 

86  00 

60  00 

80  00 

80  00 

600  00 

5  00 

80  UO 

80  00 

86  00 

30  00 

4  85 

47  13 

60  00 

80  00 

16  21 

73  60 

60  00 

80  00 

:j6  10 

16  00 

80  00 
91  03 

.30  86 

60  00 

4  20 


For  Sunday-School  Work,  [see  particular 
acknowledgments  in  Leojlet], 


$7,661  40 
40  91 

$7,602  81 

DonattofU  of  Clothing ^  etc.^  received  at  the  ojfUit  <^f 
the  Ma»».  Honit  Mi»».  Soc.^  Botton, 

Ashby,  by  I.  W.  Wright,  two  barrels, 

Atcleboro,  by  Mrs.  A.  H.  Tucker,  barrel, 

Bemardston,  barrel, 

Brimfield,  by  Mrs.  N.  S.  Hubbard,  barrel, 

Chicupee  Falls,  barrel. 

Concord,  by  Miss  Munroo,  two  barrels, 

Conway,  by  Ada  F.  R.  Pattrick, 

Franklin,  by  Mrs.  W.  M.  Thaytr,  barrel, 

Georgetown,  by  Mrs,  C.  P.  Palmer,  barrel, 

Haverhill,  two  barrels, 

Hopkinton,  barrel, 

LawrKUoe,  by  Mrs.  G.  H.  Ide,  barrel. 

Leominster,  North,  by  Mis.  N.  C.  BouteUe, 

barrol. 
Marshflcld,  by  Miss  M.  L.  Alden,  barrel, 
Ma!<«.,  Friends,  barrel, 
Millbury,  by  Mrs.  O.  H.  Waters,  barrel. 
New  Bedford,  by  Mrs.  E.  B.  Sisson,  barrel, 
Kowuin  Center,  by  Miss  H.  S.  Cousins,  three 

barrels, 
Kewton,  Eliot,  by  Mrs.  B.  P.  Wright,  two 


$69  00 

164  00 

42  76 

97  60 

147  00 

125  00 

80  00 

95  28 

73  28 

119  00 

92  00 

78  00 

48  67 

65  19 

60  00 

•:3  o« 

95  00 

259  00 

8S8  15 

Newton  Highlands,  Mrs.    B.  A.  Eagles,  bar- 
rel, 
Northampton,   by  Mrs.   W.  P.   Strickland, 

barrel, 
Northboro.  by  Mrs.  H.  Dutton,  barrel. 
North  Brooktield.  by  Mia«  M.  B.  Nye,  barrel. 
North  Wobum,  by  Mrs.  F.  Flint,  barrel, 
PhiUipsUm,  barrel, 

Princeton,  Mr»«.  S,  R.  Hastii^s,  barrd, 
Salem.  Tabernacle,  barrel, 
Sandwich,  barrel, 

Somcrville,  Bro<idway,  Winter  Hill,  barrel, 
Southampton,  by  Mrs.  D.  B.  Johnson,  21^ 

bam.*l»», 
Southt>ridge,  Mrs.  S.  0.  Leonard,  barrri, 
Sudhnry,  by  Mrn.  A.  U.  Hunt,  barrel, 
Townsend.  by  Miss  S.  Tyler,  barrel. 
Ware,  by  Miss  E.  F.  Hitchcock,  two  barrels, 
Williamstown,  by  A.  M.  Mather,  three  bar- 
rels, 
Winchendon,  by  Mrs.  David  Foster,  barrel, 
Woodstock,  Vt.,  by  Mrs.  E.  S.  Sabin,  barrel, 
Worcester,  Central,  barrel. 


$«» 


67 
80  00 

180  00 
.14  75 
«8(I0 
SliOO 

200  00 
85  OU 

113  UO 

133  8$ 

114  KJ 
€6  59 
51  00 
9bM 

1-16  75 
900  75 
11«00 
146  00 


Receipt$     of  the    Connecticut    Home     JiiJi$Umart 
Sodetv,  in  yovember^  Wabd  W.  Jacobs,  Tmu. 

Black  Rock,  by  Dea.  Morris  Gould,  $80  of 

wh.  tojoonst.  Almira  A.  Howes  a  L.M.,  #61  53 

BarkhamKted,  bv  Rev.  A.   B.  Peffers,  15  % 

East  Hartland,  by  Rev.  N.  G.  Bonney,  8  30 
Hartford,  Wi'thervfield  Ave.   Sunday -Mhool, 

by  Luther  Burt,  S  00 

Manchester,  Second,  by  Dr.  William  Scott,  153  » 
Mcrideu,  First,  by  B.  H.  Catlin,  $:J0  of  wh- 

to  const.  Rev.  Alfrwl  H.  Hall  a  L.iL,  50  81 
Middle  Haddam,  First,  Haddam  Neck,  by  D. 

P.  Smith.  8  30 

Middletown,  First,  by  H.  B.  Sawyer,  «  50 
New  Havon,  Taylor,  by  Rev.  H.  L.   Hutdi- 

ings,  900 
Riverton,  by  Arba   Alford,   to  const.    Mrs. 

Mary  Ransom  a  L.M.,  80  00 

South  Killingly,  by  Rev.  W.  H.  Beard  10  00 

Thoma-Hton,  by  P.  Darrow  (monthly),  71  00 

Winstcd,  First,  by  C.  B.  Hallett,  44  Of 

Wapping,  by  H.  P.  Prest*>n,  15  00 

West  Hartland.  by  Rev.  R.  G.  Bugbee,  13  ^ 


$617  01 


Rece%ptt  of  the    Ohio  Home  Mieaiomtry  SKtetf, 
in  October  and  Xwember,  F.  C.  ScaaiOKS,  Ireet. 

October : 

Cleveland,  Euclid  Ave.,  add'l,  by  H.  Ford,       $S1  09 
Cow  Uun.  by  Victor  Turner,  11  S 

Geneva,  by  C.  Talcott,  li  85 

Madison,  Contral.  by  I.  S.  Childs  {r>t  which 

S.  S.  for  Debt  of  A.  H.  M.  S.,  $:iS.a3X 
Painesville,  add'l,  by  I.  Everett, 
Randolph,  by  L.  ChntfiHd, 
SpringHcld,  addM,  by  T.  E.  Leland, 
Windham,  by  W.  A.  PfrkiuR, 
Received  by  S.  Wolcott,  Sea  : 

Mantua,  W.  M.  Jones, 

Ruggles,  by  W.  C.  Gault, 

$S4ili 


November : 

Claridon,  by  J.  H.  Warriner,  89 

Lyme,  by  W.  Nim6,  48 

Ridgeville  Corners, 

WauHeon,  by  C .  B.  Lyon,  • 

West  Millgrove,  by  C.  B.  Lyon,  * 

Received  by  S.  Wolcott,  Sec. : 

Akron,  by  D.  A.  Hibbard, 

Cleveland,  Madison  Ave.,  by   Rev.   0. 
Fisher, 
Grafton,  by  A.  A.  Blsbee, 
Lock,  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Alkman, 


70 
14 
9 
00 
SO 


Mh  Mmt  Mmkmt^ 


QOy Pbbach  the  €k)8PEL Mark  zyi.  15. 

How  eihaQ  they  preach  except  they  be  eosNT  ?  .  Bam,  z.  15. 
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TEIE  TRUE  METHOD  OP  GlVraO. 

BY  BEY.  OBOBOB  HABBI8,  FBOYIDBNCB,  B.  I. 

[EvEB  since  this  admirable  paper  waa  read  before  the  American  Missionary  Asso- 
ciation, at  Syracuse,  last  October,  we  have  been  trying  to  make  room  for  it  in  The 
Home  Missionary.  We  know  not  where  the  subject  has  been  so  convincingly  treated 
in  anything  like  the  same  space,  and  heartily  wish  that  it  might  be  read  in  all  our 
churches — especially  the  home  missionary  churches.  The  income  of  many  of  these, 
we  belieye,  could  easily  be  doubled  at  least,  by  putting  the  system  in  practice.  The 
publication  of  the  paper  in  the  report  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  A.  M.  A. ,  and  in 
T/i£  CongregaUoncdiiit  for  Noyember  2let,  with  its  issue  by  W.  L.  Greene  &  Co.,  of 
Boston,  in  a  little  tract  of  thirty-two  pages,'  at  the  price  of  fifty  cents  for  twelve  copies, 
leaves  less  occasion  for  the  reproduction  of  the  entire  essay  here.  Lest,  however, 
many  of  our  missionary  brethren  may  fail  to  see  it,  we  reprint  enough  of  the  paper  to 
show  what  tfie  proposed  system  is,  and  how  it  is  to  be  worked  ;  with  a  few  considerations 
commending  its  adoption.  A  single  copy  of  the  essay,  in  tract  form,  '^ill  be  mailed, 
gratis,  to  any  missionary  of  this  Socie^  who  sends  his  address  for  that  purpose,  by 
postal  card,  to  the  Treasurer,  at  the  Bible  House.] 

In  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  more  especially  in  the  city  of  Providence,  a 
method  of  giving  has  been  in  operation  for  a  few  years  which  has  more  than  met 
the  expectations  of  its  most  sanguine  friends,  which  has  grown  in  favor  from  year 
to  year,  and  which  is  now  so  firmly  established  in  the  esteem  of  the  churches  that 
it  could  not  possibly  be  dislodged.  It  was  first  introduced  four  years  ago  in  the 
Union  Church  of  Providence,  and,  with  some  slight  improvements  which  have 
since  been  made,  has  been  adopted  by  all  the  Congregational  churches  of  the  city, 
and  also  by  several  churches  in  other  parts  of  the  State.  I  content  myself,  at 
this  point,  with  stating  that  in  every  congregation  the  contributions  have  increased 
more  than  one  hundred  per  cent.,  and  the  number  of  givers  has  doubled  or  even 
trebled.  Conclusive  testimony  to  the  success  of  this  system  was  given  at  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  National  Council,  by  Secretary  Alden,  who  stated  that  Rhode 
Island  leads  all  the  States  of  the^  Union  in  her  donations  to  the  American  Board, 
giving  at  the  rate  of  more  than  two  dollars  for  every  church-member  to  Foreign 
Missions  alone.  Four  years  ago  such  a  statement  could  not  have  been  made,  and 
it  is  natural  to  ask  how  the  increase  has  been  secured.  Let  me  then  explain  more 
in  detail  the  method  we  have  adopted.  In  my  own  church  the  system  goes  into 
effect  in  October,  and  on  the  second  Sunday  in  September  printed  cards  explaining 
the  system  are  placed  in  the  pews.  On  the  card  is  a  column  of  figures  varying  in 
amount  from  one  cent  to  ten  dollars,  and  by  the  side  of  them  are  a  few  explana- 
tory lines  as  follows: 
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BEySVOLENT    OFFERINGS 

or    THE 

CENTRAIi 

ConffreffatUmal  Church  and  CongretfoUon^ 
PBOVIDENCB. 


;  .01 
.02 
.03 
.04 
.05 

.10 
.15 
.20 
.25 
.30 

.50 

1.00 

2.00 

5.00 

iO.OO 


FxxAas  mark  with  an  +  in  the  oolnmn 
oo  the  left,  the  cam  yoa  are  willinK  to 
pledge  an  a  weekly  offerinir  to  the  Lord, 
for  the  year  besrinning  October  1,  1876, 
(using  o  blank  space  if  yoa  select  a  sum 
not  mentioned.) 

Write  your  name  and  residence  at  the 
bottom  of  this  card,  and  deposit  it  in  the 
oontributioa  box  on  the  following  Sab- 
bath. 

A  package  of  small  envelopes  will  then 
be  furnished  yon  (one  for  each  week). 

Booh  Lord^s  Day  inclose  the  amount  of 
your  weekly  offering  in  the  envelope 
which  bears  that  date,  and  place  it  sealed 
in  one  of  the  boxes  at  the  doors  of  the 
church. 

In  case  of  absence  for  one  or  more  Sun- 
days, inclose  the  whole  amount  due  with 
the  next  offering  that  is  made,  and  destroy 
the  envelopes  that  have  not  been  used. 

This  pledge  being  purely  voluntary, 
may  be  recalled  at  any  time  by  giving  no- 
tice to  the  COMMrTTKK. 


Name. 


Resldenee. 


The  basis  on  which  the  system  rests  is 
the  pledge  made  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  of  some  amount  to  be  given  eTcry 
week.  The  details  of  the  plan  are  merely 
an  expansion  of  the  principle  of  weekly 
offerings  pledged  annnally.  The  cards 
are  taken  home  and  each  one  who  adopts 
the  system  decides  during  the  week  how 
much  he  will  give  every  Lord's  day 
through  the  year,  and  the  following 
Sunday  drops  the  card  in  one  of  the 
boxes  at  the  door  of  the  church.  Before 
the  first  Sunday  in  October,  he  receives 
a  box  containing  fifty-two  small  envel- 
opes, dated  October  Ist,  October  8th, 
October  15  th,  and  so  on  to  the  end  of 
the  year.  Every  Sunday  he  incloses  the 
amount  he  has  pledged — five  cents,  ten 
cents,  five  dollars,  as  the  case  may  l>e— 
and  drops  it  into  the  box  as  he  enters 
the  church.  If  he  has  been  absent  the 
envelopes  tell  their  own  story  ;  he  sees 
that  some  have  not  been  used,  and  in- 
closes the  whole  amount  due  in  the  en- 
velope for  the  day. 


1«  Foreign  Missions. 

3.  Am.  Home  Mlss'jr  8oc« 

8«  American  Miss.  Ass^n. 

For  Freed  men. 

4.  Cause  of  Education. 
6.  Sabbatli-Scliool. 

6.  Woman's  Board  of  Miss. 

7. 

8. 

0.  General  Fund. 


Please  indicate  how  you  wish  the  sum  total  of  your 
offerings  for  the  year  to  be  divided,  by  marking 
above  against  the  names  of  such  objects  lus  you  may 
select,  the  amount  you  wish  to  grive  to  each.  The 
sum  total  of  your  offerings  for  the  year  will  be  5S 
times  your  weddy  donation. 


An  gifts  not  otherwise  designated  will  go  into  the 
General  Fund,  to  be  disposed  of  by  vote  of  the 
Standing  Committee  of  the  church. 


Gifts  designed  for  any  special  object,  and  marked 
with  the  name  of  the  object,  can  be  placed  in  the 
boxes  at  the  door  (with  or  without  donor's  name), 
and  will  be  forwarded  to  their  destination. 


rhis  eyntem  of  weekly  offerings  has  been  adopted 
by  the  church ;  and  the  hearty  oo-operation  of  all 
members  of  the  congregation,  both  young  and  old,'  is 
oordiully  invited. 


On  the  other  side  of  the  card  direc- 
tions are  given  for  the  distribution  of 
the  whole  amount  pledged.  There  is  a 
list  of  objects,  such  as  Foreign  Missions, 
Home  Missions,  American  Missionary 
Association,  Education  Society,  and  the 
giver  is  asked  to  indicate  how^  he  wishes 
the  sum  total  of  his  offerings  for  the 
year  to  be  divided,  by  marking  against 
such  objects  as  he  may  select  the  amount 
he  wishes  to  give  to  each.  The  distri- 
bution of  gifts  is  not  an  essential  part 
of  the  system,  but  adds  very  much  to  its 
efficiency.  If  the  weekly  offering  is  ten 
cents,  the  sum  total  for  the  year  is  fifty- 
two  times  as  much,  namely,  $5.20;  so 
$2.00  is  given  to  Foreign  Missions, 
$1.00  to  Home  Missions,  $1.00  to  the 
Missionary  Association,  and  the  balance 
to  other  objects.  If  the  weekly  oflfering 
is  fifty  cents,  the  sum  total  is  $26.00, 
and  is  distributed  among  the  objects 
named  or  given  to  objects  not  named. 
When  the  gifts  are  not  distributed  by 
the  giver,  they  go  into  a  general  fnnd, 
and  are  disposed  of  by  a  vote  of  the 
church  or  its  committee. 
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The  merit  of  the  system  resides  in  the  annual  pledge  of  a  weekly  offering.  (It 
shoal  d  be  distinctly  understood  that  the  current  expenses  of  the  parish  are  not 
provided  for  by  this  system,  and  should  never  be  considered  part  of  the  benevolent 
offerings  of  a  congregation.)  After  the  pledge  is  given,  there  is  nothing  more  to 
do,  except  each  Sunday  to  inclose  your  twenty-five  cents,  or  fifty  cents,  or  dollar, 
in  the  envelope,  and  drop  it  in  the  box  as  you  enter  the  church.  Let  us  notice, 
very  briefly,  some  of  the  results.  The  youngest  church  in  Providence,  the  Pilgrim 
Church,  adopted  the  system,  in  1875.  In  1874  that  church  had  contributed  for  all 
objects  $479.  In  1875,  by  the  method  of  weekly  offermgs  its  contributions 
amounted  to  $1,686.97,  about  four  times  as  much;  and  in  1876  to  $2,897.97,  five 
times  as  much.  The  Union  Church  adopted  the  system  in  1878,  and  has  the  credit 
of  introducing  it  The  amount  given  by  that  church  the  previous  year  was 
$3,540.88 ;  in  1874  to  the  same  objects,  $5,06469 ;  and  since  that  time  the  amount 
has  increased  still  more.  The  Central  Church,  of  which  I  am  pastor,  adopted  the 
system  in  October,  1876.  Our  contributions  during  the  preceding  year  were 
$8,600 ;  last  year  the  weekly  offerings  amounted  to  $7,674.11.  The  number  of 
givers  in  the  Union  Church  increased  from  62,  the  largest  number  called  on  by 
collectors,  to  187,  and  then  to  210 :  in  the  Central  Church,  from  95  to  288.  This 
large  increase  of  givers  and  of  gifts  has  been  made  during  a  period  of  business 
depression  which  is  almost  unprecedented;  and  when  nearly  every  family  has 
suffered  pecuniary  loss,  directly  or  indirectly  ;  yet  all  are  ready  to  continue  as  they 
have  begun,  and  even  to  make  some  addition  ^o  the  amount  given. 

Bir.  Harris  goes  on  to  claim  for  the  system,  that  it  is  entirely  independent  of  personal 
solicitation ;  it  avoids  the  nncertainties  arising  from  the  weather,  the  acceptableness 
of  the  person  who  **  psesents  the  oause,^*  or  the  temporary  condition  of  the  giver^s 
pocket ;  it  secures  the  small  gifts  ;  it  makes  the  giving  purely  volontaiy  ;  it  recognizes 
the  principle  that  obligation  is  measured  by  ability  ;  it  makes  g^iving  an  act  of  worship  ; 
it  secures  the  moral  discipline  of  giving.  What  he  says  under  one  of  these  heads — 
**  The  securing  of  the  small  gifts,"  we  quote  : 

This  system  secures  the  small  gifts  of  a  congregation  and  swells  them  into  a 
large  volume.  For  nine  persons  in  ten  it  is  easier  to  give  twenty -five  cents  a  week, 
than  to  give  thirteen  dollars  once  a  year — it  is  easier  to  give  a  dollar  every  week 
than  to  give  fifty-two  dollars  at  one  time.  How  much  do  you  think  the  contri- 
butions of  five  cents  a  week  amounted  to  in  my  church  last  year  ?  Fifty-eight 
persons  gave  five  cents  a  week,  and  the  sum  total  was  $153.70.  If  one  should  go 
out  to  get  $153  from  gifts  of  only  five  cents,  he  would  say  I  do  not  know  people 
enough  to  give  it.  Fifty  persons  gave  ten  cents  each  every  week,  and  the  sum 
total  of  their  offerings  was  $265  in  ten-cent  pieces.  Thirty-three  persons  gave 
twenty-five  cents  each  week,  and  together  gave  $487.25  ;  and  the  entire  amount 
given  in  sums  rangrlng  from  one  cent  to  twenty-five  cents  was  $1 ,119.84.  Thirty-two 
persons  gave  fifty  cents  each  week,  and  their  total  was  $848 ;  and  the  whole 
amount  of  gifts  from  one  cent  to  fifty  cents  was  $2,036.79.  Fourteen  persons 
gave  one  dollar  each  week,  and  together  contributed  $742,  while  the  whole  amount 
in  sums  of  from  one  cent  to  one  dollar  a  week  was  $3,094.14,  and  was  given  by 
262  of  the  283  givers.  (From  October,  1876,  to  October,  1877,  there  were  fifty- 
three  Sundays.)  Those  who  gave  more  than  one  dollar  a  week  were  our  large 
givers  before,  although  the!  *  gifts  Increased  under  the  new  system ;  but  I  hare 
very  little  doubt  that  nine -tenths  of  the  $3,000  was  clear  gain ;  that  but  very  little 
of  it  would  have  been  gathered  into  occasional  collections. 

The  essay  doeee  as  follows : 

If  the  pastor  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  it,  and  it  t\iQiae  ^Vo  «^x«bj^i  ^^  ^<(svN 
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it,  the  system  can  easily  He  introduced  to  supplant  the  careless  and  unequal  giving 
which  is  now  so  common. 

I  look  forward  and  prophesy  that  before  those  of  us  who  are  young  become 
old,  the  wealth  of  the  land  will  flow  more  freely  and  more  regularly  into  the 
Lord^s  treasury,  and  that  the  American  church  will  sustain  missionary  enterprises, 
at  home  and  abroad,  in  comparison  with  which  the  efforts  now  put  forth  are  as 
skirmishers  going  out  in  advance  of  the  main  army.  The  churches  of  the  East 
are  now  the  principal  supporters  of  missionary  work.  More  than  three-fourths  of 
the  money  received  is  from  New  England  and  New  York ;  yet,  if  better  systems 
were  introduced,  the  gifts  of  these  Eastern  churches  would  speedily  be  doubled 
and  quadrupled.  What  may  we  not  expect,  then,  when  the  wealth  of  the  Interior 
of  the  country  and  of  the  fertile  West  is  brought  under  contribution  for  the  Lord, 
when  the  populous  States  between  the  AUeghanies  and  the  Rocky  Mountains  give 
according  to  their  ability  for  the  extension  of  Ohrist^s  kingdom  ?  If  Christian 
congregations  would  give  only  what  they  ought  to  give,  millions  instead  of  thou- 
sands would  be  available  for  the  salvation  of  the  world,  and  as  the  population 
becomes  more  crowded,  the  revenue  which  will  belong  to  the  Lord  would  be 
sufficient  to  sustain  the  largest  plans  of  Christ^s  followers.  It  is,  therefore,  of  the 
last  importance  that,  without  delay,  the  best  methods  of  Christian  giving  be 
introduced.  While  the  people  and  the  churches  are  still  young,  habits  of  consci- 
entious, self-denying  giving  may  be  formed,  which,  in  the  future,  will  carry  the 
church  of  Christ  gloriously  forward,  conquering  and  to  conquer. 


MORE  EXPLORING  WORK  IN  COLORADO. 

BY  REV.    STEWART  SHELDON. 

Bbino  the  only  passenger  for  the  San  Juan  regions,  my  conveyance  was  a  one- 
horse  "  buckboard,''  which  took  me  very  comfortably  down  the  Arkansas  valley. 
There  I  caught  a  ride  with  a  party  on  a  camping  tour,  fishing,  hunting,  sight- 
seeing, and  seeking  health.  Our  route  was  up  through  the  Poncho  Pass,  somewhat 
like  the  Ute,  but  longer,  and  not  quite  so  near  the  tumbling  watei-s  that  dash  along 
many  feet  below.  After  an  eight-mile  climb  we  passed  into  Romanes  Park,  capa- 
ble of  supporting  sheep  and  cattle  by  the  million.  Reaching  the  valley  of  the 
Saguache,  fortunately  I  was  offered  a  free  ride  for  one  hundred  miles,  behind  a 
span  of  Canadian  ponies,  that  could  easily  make  their  seventy-five  miles  a  day. 
This  valley  is  already  well  settled  by  farmers,  some  of  whom  count  their  cattle  by 
thousands.  Next  came  the  San  Luis  Park,  a  beautiful  region,  seventy-five  miles 
long,  and  thirty  wide,  with  a  road  as  smooth  and  solid  as  a  floor.  Sparsely  inhab- 
ited as  yet,  it  is  destined  some  day  to  be  one  of  the  gardens  of  the  State.  Here 
we  found  Loma,  a  town  which  two  years  ago,  under  an  intense  mining  excitement, 
numbered  about  one  thousand  people  with  two  hundred  or  three  hundred  houses. 
It  now  has  but  a  single  family  left.  Crossing  the  river  we  entered  Del  Norte.  Its 
founders,  three  years  ago,  were  sanguine  that  it  would  soon  be  a  large  and  flourish- 
ing city.  It  now  has  about  one  thousand,  and  bids  fair  to  have  but  half  that,  a 
year  hence. 

Changing  our  fleet  ponies  and  light  carriage  for  a  heavy  Concord  coach  and  six 

horses,  we  soon  reached  Wagon  Wheel  Gap,  a  long  narrow  passage  between  the 

mountains  just  wide  enough  for  a  single  vehicle.     Then,  into  Antelope  Park, 

abounding  in  beautiful  gazelle,  too  fleet  for  the  hounds,  and  too  shy  for  the  shot 

of  the  ordinary  marksman.    "We  passed  Antelope  Springs,  more  of  Colorado's 
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healthful  waters ;  a  sort  of  Manitou  for  the  rheumatics  (not  a  few)  of  the  extreme 
mouatain  towns.  Passing  Clear  Creek  Falls  leaping  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
into  a  very  narrow  gorge,  we  came  to  a  piece  of  road,  like  the  letter  S,  with  a 
precipitous  side  looking  down  one  hundred  feet  or  more.  Our  driver,  to  show  his 
mastery  of  the  situation,  gathered  up  the  reins,  snapped  over  his  horses^  heads  his 
long  whip-lash,  and  the  animals,  with  rounded  necks  and  dilated  nostrils,  dashed 
forward  at  a  fearful  rate.  Before  we  had  time  to  protest,  much  less  to  jump,  the 
danger  was  over,  and  with  a  half  shudder,  mingled  with  a  sort  of  vainglory,  we 
exclaimed,  *^  That's  one  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  drives  that  we  read  about  1" 
We  were  ready  with  our  praise,  but  just  as  enthusiastic  in  saying,  "  Pray  don^t  re- 
peat it^'  Soon  we  came  to  mountains  of  dead  wood,  large  trees  turned  up  by  the 
roots,  apparently  years  ago,  by  some  terrific  wind.  There  was  enough  to  keep  your 
mighty  city  in  fuel  for  many  a  long  cold  winter.  Just  beyond,  and  near  the  top 
of  the  timber  line,  where  the  growth  of  trees  is  larger  and  better,  were  thousands 
of  acres  of  very  heavy  pine,  of  little  value  here,  but  worth  millions  if  near  the 
great  marts  of  trade.  But  oh,  the  road  wo  encountered  in  the  last  twenty  miles 
of  the  way  I  Now  it  was  corduroy,  with  logs  about  a  foot  through,  and  nearly 
every  other  log  gone-;  then  a  few  rods  of  rocks,  about  the  size  of  a  half-bushel, 
and  not  very  close  together;  then  deep  ruts,  letting  the  wheels  in  nearly  to  the 
axles ;  then  a  ditch  or  quagmire,  that  hardly  seemed  to  have  any  bottom  ;  then  up 
hill  and  down,  at  an  angle  of  about  forty-five  degrees,  pitching,  sliding,  curving, 
twisting  and  turning  in  semicircles  and  zig-zags,  many  times  repeated,  till  we  were 
brought  to  a  point  with  the  appropriate  name  of  SlumguUion,  a  fearful  gully  of 
clay,  sand,  alkali,  and  the  very  drainage  of  the  Augean  stables  for  a  hundred 
years  !  We  passed  as  many  as  twenty  large  freight  wagons,  broken  down,  some 
turned  entirely  over,  some  on  one  side,  some  with  a  wheel  smashed  to  pieces,  some 
with  a  broken  axle,  others  with  the  tongue  twisted  out.  One  man  with  five  pairs 
of  heavy  mules  said  he  had  been  eight  days  in  getting  eight  miles.  The  coach 
that  passed  over,  the  day  before  us,  plunging  into  a  fearful  rut,  threw  off  the 
driver,  and  the  horses  ran,  turning  over  the  stage,  and  breaking  sundry  hones  of 
the  passengers.  Congratulating  ourselves  on  our  superior  luck,  of  a  sudden  we 
felt  something  give  way,  and  we  were  minus  a  wheel.  The  strong  iron  axle  had 
broken,  and  with  lumber  wagon,  jolting  and  thundering  along  at  an  unmerciful 
rate,  we  had  to  make  the  next  station,  fifteen  miles  ahead. 

But  the  picturesque  view  from  the  mountain  top,  twelve  thousand  feet  above 
the  ocean,  paid  for  the  trouble  of  getting  it  At  the  left,  was  a  beautiful  Park, 
interspersed  with  oak  and  pine,  and  surrounded  with  an  advance  guard  of  foot 
hills,  with  peaks  more  than  one  thousand  feet  high.  Just  beyond  were  other 
sentinels,  perhaps  eight  thousand  feet  higher,  and  the  eternal  snow-clads  stretching 
up  five  or  six  thousand  feet  farther,  formed  the  outer  guard.  Over  an  immense 
rocky  range  was  Silverton,  nestled  among  the  mountains,  full  of  silver,  but  half 
the  year  shut  off  from  the  rest  of  the  world  by  snows,  which  do  not  wholly  give 
way  till  another  crop  appears !  Directly  in  front,  and  three  or  four  thousand  feet 
below,  was  iLake  City,  with  its  yearns  growth  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  to  two 
thousand  people ;  and  just  beyond,  with  its  little  rocky  islets,  appeared  the  lake, 
shimmering  in  the  sun,  and  giving  no  bottom  to  one  thousand  feet  of  sounding 
line.  Still  farther  in  the  distance  loomed  the  mighty  Uncompahgre,  showing  to 
the  traveler,  two  hundred  miles  away,  the  highest  point  in  the  whole  Rocky  range. 
We  twist  around  the  base  of  another  mountain  monarch,  by  a  smooth  well  graded 
road  of  one  hundred  miles,  and  Ouray  appears,  rich  in  the  precious  metals,  and 
destined  to  be  the  Bethesda  of  tiiose  high  mountain  towns.  Its  altitude  is  oihcral 
the  same  as  that  of  Manitou.    It  abounds  in  medicmal  %pt\ik^2^  «ixA\X«^\ytQ^  V£x« 
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tile  valley  is  the  granary  and  larder  of  all  that  region.  It  promises  in  a  few  years 
to  number  its  inhabitants  by  many  thousands.  At  still  another  point  of  the  com- 
pass, is  Ho  wards  ville,  boasting  of  the  most  elevated  wagoo  road  on  the  continent, 
and  Burroughs  Park,  with  the  thriving  camps  of  Telorimm  and  Axgentine,  in 
close  proximity  to  Capital  and  Animas  cities^  and  Eureka  and  Animas  Forks,  with 
their  immense  cafions  and  rich  mineral  treasures.  These  are  already  being  brought 
out  by  the  miner,  and  refined  by  the  smelting  and  reduction  works,  as  yet  only  in 
their  infancy. 

At  all  these  points  initiatory  steps  w^ere  taken  for  future  missionary  work,  when- 
ever the  way  shall  open  fur  it.  Strong  young  n>en,  brave  soVliers,  are  needed,  to 
go  in  and  hold  these  forts  for  the  Master,  thereby  doing  a  grand  work  for  the 
future  of  the  nation  and  the  world. 


THAT  BOSTON  MINISTER'S  COAT. 

BY  CINEREUS. 

I  DO  not  know  whether  the  cloak  that  Paul  )eft  at  Troas  was  left  to  comfort 
soma  missionary  brother  for  the  time  being,  afterwards  to  be  recalled  by  the 
apostle ;  but  I  do  know  that  when  Elijah  had  received  his  new  robes,  he  left  his 
mantle  with  his  successor,  and  as  Elisha  came  to  the  Jordan  he  struck  the  river 
with  that  garment,  as  he  had  seen  Elijah  do,  and  the  result  was  the  stream 
divided  before  the  cloak,  and  those  who  looked  on,  said :  *'  The  spirit  of  Elijah 
does  rest  on  Elisha.'* 

It  is  on  record  that  when  a  certain  dishonest  lawyer  gave  his  old  wig  to  a  per- 
fectly honest  man,  the  wig  had  imbibed  so  much  of  the  trickery  and  rascality  it 
^had  formerly  covered  that  when  the  honest  man  wore  it,  it  impai-ted  such  quali- 
ties to  its  new  possessor  that  step  by  step  he  swerved  from  the  line  of  rectitude, 
until  he  was  hung  for  robbery  and  murder.  If  there  was  vice  in  Jerry  Jarvis's 
wig,  why  not  virtue  in  an  honest  man's  coat? 

The  minister  in  that  Eastern  parish  has  become  possessed  of  a  fine  new  coat  He 
may  have  bought  it,  or  some  generous  tailor,  desirous  of  showing  his  appreciation  of 
some  close-fitting  truths  that  have  come  from  his  pastor,  sends  him  a  good-fitting 
coat  His  coats  have  thus  multiplied.  Some  of  them  are  worn  out,  but  some  have 
only  the  first  gloss  off.  While  thinking  what  he  shall  do  with  them,  Mrs.  Phipps 
calls  upon  him  for  his  share  in  the  Missionary  Box  they  are  going  to  send  West,  to 
comfort  the  heart  of  some  missionary  family.  "What  shall  he  give?"  He 
inquires  as  to  the  size  of  that  Western  Rev.,  and  concludes  that  one  of  those  coats 
will  be  just  the  thing.  So,  wrapping  it  around  a  couple  of  volumes  of  New 
Thought  he  has  just  mastered,  he  sends  them  down,  and  with  other  good  things 
they  are  packed  and  sent  on  their  way. 

Meanwhile,  look  at  that  missionary  on  the  frontier.  He  used  to  preach  at  the 
East,  and  was  counted  one  of  the  best  preachers  iii  his  Association.  He  drifted 
West,  and  still  continuing  a  good  preacher,  found  himself  out  on  the  prairie.  His 
church  is  formed  of  material  gathered  from  the  Eiist,  West,  North,  and  South- 
many  men  of  many  minds — some  of  them  having  been  listeners  to  the  gospel  as 
preached  by  some  of  the  greatest  men  of  our  time.  "  I  tell  you,  man,  he  cannot 
preach  like  Guthrie,"  etc.,  etc.  Such  comparisons  do  not,  as  ho  bears  of  them, 
reassure  him,  especially  as  in  his  drifting  he  has  lost  faith  in  his  own  ability,  and 
has  become  diffident.  His  garments  have  begun  to  get  shabby,  and  his  self-respect 
keeps  him  away  from  the  most  p\iVA\c  places,  except  when  duty  calls.    His  home 
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salary  is  in  arrears.  His  missionary  grant  is  several  months  overdue.  Bills  have 
accumulaieclf  and  he  has  offered  excuses  until  he  is  ashamed  to  see  bis  creditors. 
The  man  has  become  discouraged.  He  thinks  he  is  less  than  the  least  of  all  the 
saints,  and  is  not  sure  but  he  mistook  his  call  to  preach.  To  use  a  Western  phrase, 
**  He  would  sell  himself  out  cheap,  and  on  long  timc/^  Just  at  this  moment  the 
box  comes,  and  out  of  its  depths  are  taken  that  Boston  minister's  coat  and  other 
garments  especially  for  the  missionary,  and  those  Volumes  of  Thought.  The  clothes 
fit  '*  to  a  T."  The  deft  fiugere  of  his  wife,  who  has  been  his  support  in  time  of  dark- 
ness, arrange  them  and  trim  him  up.  He  feels  like  another  man.  The  thoughtful  sym- 
pathy of  those  Eastern  folks  reassures  him.  His  oldest  boy  coming  in  from  the  post- 
office  at  this  moment  with  a  draft  for  a  part  of  that  long- delayed  missionary  money, 
he  walks  with  more  elastic  step  to  pay  a  little  on  each  account;  and,  as  he  reads  in 
those  volumes,  his  thoughts  are  stirred,  he  forgets  his  poverty,  and  preaches  like  an- 
other man.  His  words  tell,  and  the  people  are  energized  to  a  better  Christian  life.  This 
is  true.  That  coat  of  Dr.  Kirk's  seemed  to  carry  his  spirit  with  it,  as  it  fell  upon 
the  broad  shoulders  of  that  missionary  who  followed  in  no  man's  track,  but  whose 
individuality  and  intense  convictions  of  truth  and  duty  made  him  earnestly  con- 
tend for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints.  Few  were  so  conservative  in  doctrine, 
and  yet  sO  liberal  to  men.  Always  ready  to  assist  his  brethren  in  revivals,  with 
his  biblical,  simple,  affectionate  preaching  and  pleading ;  this  man  was  so  filled 
with  the  spirit  of  the  Master  that  he  rode  eighty  miles  every  third  week,  in  the 
cold  winter  storms,  to  preach  the  gospel  to  a  destitute  congregation.  "  I  preach 
better,"  he  said,  "  when  I  put  on  this  coat ;  and  when  I  think  of  the  many  good 
discourses  it  has  heard,  I  should  be  ashamed  to  preach  a  carelessly  prepared  ser* 
mon  in  it." 

And  when  I  think  of  the  great  versatility  of  talent,  the  love  of  learning,  the 
vast  executive  force  of  that  great,  true,  and  good  man  who  for  fiye  years  preached 
every  sermon  in  a  coat  that  had  once  adorned  President  Stearns,  I  feel  that,  if 
there  1)e  nothing  in  the  coats,  sometimes,  at  least,  they  are  wisely  directed,  so  that 

they  cover  men  of  similar  spirit  and  characteristics  with  their  first  possessors. 
Nebbaska. 


^U$Unu^    ^nUlUpmt. 


WASHINGTON. 
Bev.  J.  F.  EUi9,  Seattle. 

THE  PRESENT  AND  THE  FUTURE. 

Be  well  assured  that  our  polity  and 
faith  are  not  an  insignificant  factor  in 
the  civilization  and  Christianization  of 
this  region.  We  do  not  figure  so  largely 
in  statistical  reports  as  do  some;  but 
we  are  here^  planting  churches,  driving 
stakes,  "  holding  the  fort ;  "  and  these 
churches  are  growing.  Every  year  they 
are  getting  into  better  working  condi- 
tion. We  are  speaking  boldly  and  po- 
tently for  the  only  sound  Indian  policy ; 
t.  <;.,  the  making  the  Indian  a  man,  a 
citizen,   a   Christian;    giving    him  the 


rights  and  responsibilities  of  citizenship ; 
defending  him  from  the  ignorance,  pre- 
judice, and  cupidity  of  the  baser  whites. 
We  are  awake,  also,  to  education — sub- 
stantial scholarship — and  all  manner  of 
real  advancement.  Our  churches  are 
known  as  wholesome  and  well-balanced 
in  their  influence  on  social  and  public 
affairs.  We  do  our  own  thinking,  and 
we  do  not  think  coldly.  Our  heads  and 
hearts  move  abreast  Despising  little 
stratagems  and  overreaching,  we  wage 
an  open,  manly,  thoughtful,  earnest  war- 
fare for  our  Lord  and  his  kingdom. 

Our  growth  is  slow,  but  what  you  do 
here  is  as  the  laying  of  granite  foimdations 
for  the  future.    TM«  PM^t  ^\sxA  ^^T«k 
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will  be  an  empire  within  fifty  years. 
With  5,000  miles  of  coast  on  the  Sound, 
with  lumber  beyond  estimate,  inexhaust- 
ible supplies  of  vaiious  qualities  of  coal, 
iron  and  limestone,  fish  for  half  the 
world,  enormous  yields  of  fruit,  large 
agricultural  districts  unsurpassed  for  fer- 
tility and  strength  of  soil,  and  with  all 
parts  of  the  Sound  safe  for  shipping, 
and  nearly  all  parts  accessible  to  heavi- 
est ocean  vessels ;  and  added  to  all  these 
a  mild  and  healthful  climate — is  not  our 
future  assured?  We  are  distant  now; 
but  the  day  is  coming  when  we  shall 
stand  here  and  lay  our  hand  upon  the 
beating  artery  of  the  travel  and  commerce 
around  the  Northern  Hemisphere. 


COLORADO 
Het.  J.  AdamSy  Malta. 

MAJiTA,    LKADVILLB,    ORG   CITY. 

Lake  County  is  in  the  central  part  of 
Colorado,  and  nearly  the  size  of  Massa- 
chusetts. It  has  a  population  of  1,500, 
most  of  them  miners  and  voters.  Cali- 
fornia Gulch,  in  the  northern  part  of  this 
county,  has  been  the  chief  scene  of  my 
labors.  In  this  gulch,  on  the  15  th  of 
last  July,  Rev.  Mr.  Sheldon  organized 
the  first  Church  of  Christ  for  Malta, 
Leadville,  and  Oro  City.  It  consisted 
of  two  male  and  three  female  members. 
Prior  to  this  no  church  existed  in  the 
county,  no  minister  had  resided  in  it  for 
any  length  of  time,  nor  had  there  been 
regular  preaching.  The  need,  then,  of 
home  missionary  labor  may  be  easily 
inferred. 

On  my  arrival,  I  visited  every  family 
in  Malta,  and  invited  them  to  service  in 
the  shanty  school-house.  Fourteen  per- 
sons came,  and  we  had  a  good  meeting. 
There  was  no  Sunday-school,  because 
there  was  no  one  to  carry  it  on.  For 
two  months  I  preached  here  to  an  aver- 
age of  ten  persons,  who  were  ridiculed 
for  attending.  I  had  to  open  the  school- 
house,  sweep  it,  and  fix  the  seats.  To 
arrest  attention  and  call  the  people  to 
public  worship,  I  borrowed  a  large  hotel 
bell,  and  rang  it  up  and  down  the  street. 


My  next  appointment  was  at  Leadville, 
three  miles  farther  up  the  gulch.  I  found 
here  a  small  Sabbath-school  in  operation, 
which  soon  died  out  for  tlie  want  of  a 
suitable  place  to  meet  in  and  persons  to 
carry  it  on.  ^Mrs.  H^  one  of  our  mem- 
bers, expects  to  revive  it  in  her  own 
house  this  winter.  The  population  of 
this  place  is  larger  than  Bty  other  (about 
800) ;  it  rapidly  increased  during  the 
summer,  and  in  all  probability  will  have, 
next  summer,  1,000  people.  Our  work 
here  was  much  retarded  for  the  want  of 
a  suitable  meeting-place,  there  being  no 
school-house  nor  other  place  to  be  ob- 
tained anywhere.  Yet  I  held  service 
every  Sunday  afternoon,  sometimes  in  a 
log-cabin,  frame  house,  store,  and  as  fre- 
quently on  the  street.  I  generally  visited 
the  saloons  (always  full  on  Sunday)  and 
families  iMjfore  the  service.  The  last 
Sunday  but  one,  I  called  my  congrega- 
tion together  by  standing  in  the  middle 
of  the  street  and  singing  all  alon£, 
"There  is  a  fountain  filled  with  blood." 
Twenty-five  men  came  and  sat  down  on 
the  steps  of  the  store  and  listened  most 
attentively,  while  I  spoke  from  the 
words,  "  How  shall  we  escape  if  we  neg- 
lect so  great  salvation  ?  "  I  could  have 
had  the  store  to  preach  in,  but  I  felt 
afraid  to  ask  for  it ;  for  a  week  or  two 
before  I  had  got  the  store- keepers  to 
enter  into  a  written  contract  to  close 
their  stores  half  a  day  on  Sunday,  and  I 
knew  if  one  was  opened  for  preaching 
some  one  would  l)e  sure  to  want  to  trade ; 
so  I  preached  outside.  My  average  con- 
gregation here  for  the  quarter  has  been 
twenty. 

Three  miles  farther  toward  the  head 
of  the  gulch  is  Oro  City,  where  I  preached 
every  Sunday  night  in  a  good  log  school- 
house  to  an  average  congregation  of 
forty-five  persons,  my  method  of  work 
here  being  the  same  as  at  Leadville,  visit- 
ing the  saloons,  etc.  Thus  the  total  aver- 
age of  persons  to  whom  I  have  preached 
on  the. Sunday  has  been  seventy-five.  In 
all  these  places  the  closest  attention  has 
been  paid  to  the  preaching.  Indeed,  the 
miners,  though  rough  in  their  exterior, 
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are  as  a  rule,  perfect  gentlemen,  some 
of  them  being  graduates  of  our  colleges, 
and  not  a  few  coming  from  good  fami- 
lies in  the  East.  During  the  twenty  years 
of  my  ministry,  I  never  preached  to  more 
intelligent  and  appreciative  audiences 
than  those  in  Lake  County.  Their  be- 
haviour during  worship  might  be  taken 
as  a  pattern  by  many  an  Eastern  congre- 
gation. They  will  not  suffer  the  least 
impropriety  during  divine  service.  To 
illustrate:  while  preaching  in  Oro  City 
a  few  Sunday  nights  ago,  two  drunken 
men  came  in.  One  sat  still,  the  other 
began  to  comment  on  what  I  said.  He 
was  quietly  told  to  "  shut  up."  For  a 
minute  or  two  he  did,  and  then  broke 
out  again.  Two  men  rose  at  once,  took 
him  by  both  arms,  unceremoniously 
pitched  him  outdoors,  and  then  took 
their  seats  as  if  nothing  had  happened. 

ITINBRATnfQ. 

In  addition  to  this  work  I  visited  the 
southern  part  of  the  county  every  two 
weeks,  most  of  the  quarter.  On  Monday 
I  would  ride  twenty  miles  to  Granite, 
and  preach  in  the  bar-room  of  the  hotel 
to  an  average  of  eighteen  persons.  For 
some  time  a  Sunday-school  was  carried 
on  here,  but,  owing  to  the  removal  of 
families  farther  south,  it  has  been  sus- 
pended for  the  winter.  Tuesday  I  rode 
twenty-five  miles  to  Helena,  and  preached 
in  a  log  school-house  to  an  average  of 
twenty-five  persons.  Wednesday  I  rode 
fifteen  miles  up  Chalk  Creek  to  a  mining 
camp  called  Alpine,  away  up  in  the 
grand  range  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
My  average  audience  at  this  place  was 
twenty-five.  Before  I  visited  them,  they 
had  heard  only  two  sermons  in  two  years. 
Returning  from  this  place,  on  one  occa- 
sion, I  came  very  near  losing  my  life.  I 
was  moderately  galloping  across  a  park 
at  the  base  of  the  mountains,  when  it 
seemed  as  though  my  horse's  front  legs 
had  been  suddenly  cut  away,  (she  having 
stepped,  as  I  suppose,  into  a  prairie-dog 
hole).  I  was  pitched  some  distance  over 
her  head,  striking  upon  my  face  and  left 
shoulder.    The  horse  followed  me  with 
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a  complete  somersault,  but,  as  Providence 
would  have  it,  she  rolled  in  the  opposite 
direction  from  me.  I  was  stunned  for  a 
minute  or  two,  but  on  recovering  I  found 
no  bones  broken  and  no  hurt  beyond  a 
scratch  upon  my  n9se.  I  proceeded  on 
my  journey  with  a  truly  grateful  heart, 
reflecting  most  profitably  upon  the  pas- 
sage, "For  he  shall  give  his  angels 
charge  over  thee,  to  keep  thee  iii  all  thy 
ways.  They  shall  bear  thee  up  in  their 
hands  lest  thou  dash  thy  foot  against  a 
stone."  The  fulfillment  of  this  charge 
in  my  case  was  very  apparent,  for  all 
about  where  I  fell  were  large  boulders, 
on  which,  if  I  had  struck,  my  brains 
must  have  been  dashed  out.  On  Thurs- 
day I  rode  seventeen  miles  farther,  to  a 
settlement  amongst  the  ranchmen  called 
Brown's  Creek.  Here  I  preached  in  the 
evening  to  twenty-five  persons.  In  all 
these  places  I  was  well  received.  On 
Friday  I  rode  home  forty-seven  miles, 
and  tired  enough  I  used  to  be,  but  grate- 
ful for  the  strength  and  the  disposition 
to  work  and  speak  for  Jesus. 


DAKOTA. 

O,  8.  Codington,  Dell  Rapids, 

FIVE  TEARS  OF  PIONEERING. 

Our  five  years  of  service  at  Medary 
were  years  of  severe  trial  in  many  ways. 
The  country  was  new  when  I  went  there. 
Log-cabins  were  the  best  houses.  It  was 
pioneer  work,  in  the  strictest  sense,  and 
in  so  far  as  any  interest  in  my  work  was 
manifested,  it  was  by  the  poor.  Our 
own  circumstances  were  such  that  we 
were  obliged  to  endure,  as  other  people 
did.  No  one  could  say  we  were  above 
them  in  our  manner  of  living,  nor  in  the 
comforts  of  life.  When  we  had  a  house 
built  for  ourselves,  it  was  a  rough  log- 
cabin,  and  we  moved  into  it  and  began 
housekeeping  with  the  bare  ground  for 
a  floor,  with  sods  for  a  roof,  without  a 
door  or  window  in  place,  and  even  with- 
out chinking  between  the  logs.  We  had 
full  experience  during  spring  rains  of 
the  streams  of  muddy  water  running 
through  the  looi,  mi^  tMicai%m\A\wARX 
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our  feet     And  we  thus  lived  and  labor- 
ed, to  preach  the  gospel.     I  have  always 
felt  an  interest  in  public  improvements, 
in  the  general  welfare  and  comfort ;  and 
have  been  accredited  with  some  tact  for 
management.     So  when  the  devastations 
of  the  grasshoppers  impoverished   our 
already  poor  people,  there  was  a  dispo- 
sition to  turn  to  me  for  advice  and  for 
devising  ways  of  relief.     After  trying 
what  resources  we  had  among  ourselves, 
and  finding  no  relief  there,  I  laid  our 
condition    before    some    friends,    some 
churches,   and  some  relief  societies  by 
correspondence.      With   no   expense  to 
the  fund  itself  for  receiving  or  disburs- 
ing,  my  wife  and  myself,  with  much 
care  in  investigation  and  distribution, 
and  with   very  arduous  labors  through 
many  days  of^that  memorable  winter,  dis- 
tributed what  we  received,  and   it  was 
enough  to  prevent  suffering  either  for 
food  or  clothing.     My  own  personal  ex- 
posure that  winter  laid  the  foundation 
of  my  present  physical  disability.     I  sup- 
pose I  shall  not  be  able  to  labor  again  as 
I  have  done,  even  if  life  may  be  granted 
me  for  a  few  more  years.     But  our  Father 
doeth  all  things  welL 


NEBRASKA. 

Bet.  H,  Bro88y  Crete. 

OUR  LITTLE  ANNA. 

I  write  in  the  shadow  of  a  sad  be- 
reavement After  a  painful  illness  of 
two  weeks,  our  dear  Anna,  aged  ten 
years,  has  gone  from  our  home ;  we  trust 
to  the  mansions  above.  The  community 
has  been  stricken  with  that  feai-ful 
scourge,  diphtheria,  and  in  many  of  our 
homes  are  Rachels  weeping  for  their 
children,  and  will  not  be  comforted. 

Our  own  dear  one  died  on  "  Thanks- 
giving Pay."  Since  the  abundant  harvest 
we  had  been  looking  forward  to  that 
day  as  a  tin^e  of  rejoicing.  But  its  com- 
ing brought  us  a  sad  experience  of  sick- 
ness, bereavement,  and  death.  We  saw 
on  Wednesday  night  that  she  could  not 
recover,  and  on  Thanksgiving  morning. 


about  one  o'clock,  holding  her  little 
hands  in  mine,  I  said,  "  If  you  should 
not  get  well,  it  would  seem  good  to  go 
home  to  be  with  Jesus,  wouldn't  it?" 
There  was  no  alarm,  no  surprise  at  all, 
but  simply  a  quiet,  decided  **  Yes."  I 
then  gave  her  a  message  that  I  wished  to 
send  to  her  departed  brother.  "Tell 
Howdie,"  I  said,  **  when  you  find  him, 
that  we  love  him  in  our  home,  and  hope 
to  meet  him  in  heaven."  **  I  will,"  she 
said,  as  calmly  as  if  it  had  been  some 
usual  errand  about  the  house.  All  that 
Thanksgiving  Day  she  lay  dying,  until 
about  four  o'clock.  She  talked  much 
of  going  home  to  be  with  Jesus.  She 
distributed  her  little  toys  and  books  to 
the  other  children,  and  her  young  friends, 
not  forgetting  her  Lord's  claims,  but 
wishing  a  silver  half-dollar  that  she  had 
to  be  **  sent  to  the  missionaries."  At  times 
she  suffered  greatly  and  would  say, 
**  Why  don't  Jesus  come  and  take  me 
home  ? " 

At  one  time,  she  asked  her  mamma  to 
pray  that  Jesus  would  come  soon,  and 
when  mamma  had  prayed,  she  turned  to 
me  with,  **  Papa,  pray."  I  knelt  and 
prayed,  and  she  said,  **Now  /want  to 
pray ; "  but  there  was  difiiculty  of  utter- 
ance, and  her  mamma  said,  "•  You  can 
pray  in  your  heart,  if  you  cannot  speak 
out  the  words."  So  she  clasped  her  little 
hands,  and  we  all  bowed  our  heads  in 
prayer. 

Anna  was  very  fond  of  hearing  the 
dear  old  hymns  sung,  and  with  her  Sab- 
bath-school teacher  and  other  friends  we 
stood  around  her  bedside,  for  the  last  two 
hours  of  her  life,  and  sang,  as  she  called 
for  them,  the  hymns  most  used  in  prayer- 
meetings  : 

**  Jesus,  Lover  of  my  soul," 
**  Kock  of  Ages,  cleft  for  me," 
**  Sweet  hour  of  prayer,"  etc. 

It  was  the  most  interesting  and  impres- 
sive scene  that  I  ever  witnessed.  Her 
patience  and  courage  in  suffering,  her 
touching  expressions  of  faith,  were  re- 
markable.    **  She  being  dead  yet  speak- 
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eth."    We  mourn,  but  not  as  those  with- 
out hope. 

Ther3  is  one  sharp  trial  connect<»d  with 
it.  Our  burial-ground  here  is  a  lonely 
place  out  on  the  broad  prairie,  and  she 
had  a  dread  of  being  buried  there.  On 
her  last  day  with  us,  she  looked  up  ear- 
nestly into  her  mamma's  face,  and  said, 
"  When  I  am  gone,  don't  bury  me  in 
that  lonely  place ;  send  me  home  to  sleep 
by  the  side  of  Howdie."  I  could  see  no 
way  at  the  time  to  carry  out  the  dear 
girFs  wish,  and  so  we  had  to  lay  her  to 
rest  there,  temporarily  at  least.  The 
body  lies  out  there,  this  dreary  winter 
night ;  but  we  comfort  ourselves  with  the 
thought  that  «A«is  in  that  blessed  coun- 
try where  they  have  no  night.  We  do 
hope  to  find  some  way  to  remove  the 
body  to  Iowa. 

**  Brethren,  pray  for  us.**  Amid  our 
trials  we  sympathize  with  you,  in  these 
days  of  criticism  and  unrest.  May  the 
Lord  bless  you  all,  and  give  you  faith, 
and  hope,  and  courage  as  you  need. 

[We  are  grieved  to  learn  that  another 
child  of  3Ir.  and  Mrs.  Bross  has  followed 
their  little  Anna,  a  victim  of  the  same  ter- 
rible disease.  Shall  they  not  have  the 
prayers  of  our  readers — as  they  have  our 
own — that  the  Great  Comforter  may  be 
with  them  in  tbeir  time  of  sorrow  ?] 


MICHIGAN. 
Rev,  J.  R,  Savage,  Kalkaska. 

DESTITUTIONS. 

In  this  new  region  many  have  long 
distances  to  go,  and  generally  on  foot, 
if  they  would  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the 
sanctuary.  The  people  are  poor,  and 
many  of  them  have  been  long  without 
employment.  Many  are  about  to  leave 
their  homes  and  go  into  the  lumber- 
woods  to  spend  the  winter  and  obtain  a 
living.  Yet  the  outlook  for  the  cause 
of  Christ  in  this  part  of  the  field  is 
brightening.  New  families  are  coming 
in,  bringing  more  m'eans  than  the  early 
pioneers  had.  Some  of  these  are  relig- 
ious  families  and  will  help  the  feeble 


missionary  churches  to  bear  the  light  of 
tnith  to  the  destitute  beyond  them. 

In  the  three  and  a  half  years  that  I  have 
been  laboring  here  in  the  employ  of  the 
A.  H.  M.  S.,  I  have  gathered  three 
churches,  and  flourishing  Sabbath-schools 
connected  with  each  one.  Souls  have 
been  converted,  backsliders  have  been 
reclaimed.  I  could  not  have  done  it, 
brethren,  without  the  help  received  from 
our  noble  Home  Missionary  Society. 
The  Lord  be  praised  for  raising  up  this 
blessed  instrumentality  for  carrying  the 
gospel  to  the  destitute  in  "  regions  be- 
yond.** Please  accept  my  thanks  for  the 
promptness  with  which  my  drafts  have 
ordinarily  been  sent.  The  last  year  has 
been  one  very  trying  to  me,  and  also  to 
you.  I  sympathize  with  you  in  your 
efforts  to  meet  the  demands  that  every 
quarter  are  made  upon  you.  It  is  trying 
to  look  at  my  poorly  clad  children,  with 
a  long,  cold  winter  upon  us,  and  little 
or  no  preparation  made  to  endure  it. 
But  the  Lord  will  provide. 


Rev,  J.  L,  Maile,  Jackson. 

REVIVAL. 

The  Lord  is  wonderfully  pouring  out 
his  Spirit  here.  About  Oct.  1st,  the  way 
seemed  utterly  closed  for  further  prog- 
ress. After  much  prayer  we  decided 
to  hold  a  series  of  meetings,  and  called^ 
upon  Rev.  O.  H.  Spoor,  of  Dowagiac,  \q» 
help  us.  He  preached  for  eight  consecor- 
tive  evenings,  with  the  results  of  increas- 
ing the  faith  and  hope  of  the  church  aadt 
a  spirit  of  conviction  among  the  UDCon- 
verted.  Rev.  L.  M.  Hunt,  former  pastor, 
of  this  church,  aided  for  a  week,  and. 
was  followed  by  Rev.  E.  A.  Spence,  of • 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Grand  Rapids. 

We  think  that  between  seveity  and. 
eighty  conversions  have  occurred.  The 
most  of  them  are  young.  The  railroad 
people  are  becoming  interested — several 
young  and  skillful  mechanics,  a  conduct- 
or, an  engineer,  etc.  A  very  precious 
work  is  going  on  amoag  the  young 
ladies ;  nearly  thirty  of  tbese  we  hope  are 
renewed.     We  are  cont\iuw\w\^\X2^vt  \SL<t^V 
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ings,  and  haye  organized  a  band  of  true 
"yoke-fellows" — young  men  from  the 
First  and  Second  churclies. 

We  have  also  a  **  Young  Ladies' 
Band  "  of  workers,  who  are  much  inter- 
ested. We  propose  to  thoroughly  organ- 
ize cottage  meetings  and  give  our  con- 
verts enough  to  do. 


MISSOURI. 
Bev,  C.  L.  Mitehdl,  SedaXia, 

TEMPERANCE   REVIVAL. 

Last  spring  our  Temperance  people, 
hearing  of  the  great  success  of  the  "  Mur- 
phy movement,*'  wrote  to  Pittsburgh  for 
some  "  Murphy  "  men.  Two  were  sent. 
They  were  good  workers,  and  large 
crowds  attended  their  daily  meeting  for 
six  weeks.  Over  4,000  vgned  the  pledge. 
This  work,  I  think,  saved  this  town  (a 


railroad  center)  during  the  great  railroad 
strikes.  During  the  strike  no  liquor  was 
sold  h  re,  and  if  any  was  drunk  else- 
where, he  man  was  arrested  by  the  riot- 
ers themselves.  The  men  were  all  quiet 
and  respectful ;  good  order  prevailed 
throughout  the  continuance  of  the  strike. 
All  this  good  I  give  this  Temperance 
work  the  credit  of.  You  had  an  account 
of  a  riot  and  mob  in  the  town.  Tb&t 
was  a  rising  of  the  saloon -keep>ers  against 
our  Temperance  work  and  workers,  whom 
they  threatened  to  hang.  But  they  were 
at  length  put  down  by  the  law-abiding 
citizens  and  constables. 

The  result  of  this  Temperance  work  baa 
been:  (1)  The  saving  of  the  town  during 
the  railroad  strikes.  (2)  A  great  arous- 
ing of  the  public  conscience  against 
liquor-selling.  (3)  A  permanent  (though 
thus  far  weak)  Temperance  organization 
in  Sedalia.  (4)  Good  Temperance  or- 
ganizations in  other  places. 


HttXUvittuxik. 


THE   TREASURY. 

The  receipts  at  this  office,  in  Decem- 
ber, exclusive  of  legacies,  were  larger  than 
those  for  that  month  in  either  of  the  last 
ten  yeara  For  this  we  are  sincerely 
grateful  to  Qod  and  to  tliose  whose  hearts 
He  moved  to  give  back  into  his  hand  that 
which  was  already  his.  But  the  Janu- 
ary reports,  usually  bringing  the  heaviest 
claims  of  any  month  in  the  year,  are  daily 
coming  in,  and  on  this  tenth  of  January 
more  than  $25,000  are  due — thousands 
of  dollars  are  long  overdue — for  labor 
reported.  True,  it  is  $5,000  less  than 
last  month^s  dues  and  $10,000  less  than 
those  of  the  month  before.  We  thank 
God  for  that  But  here  are  $25,000  due 
— most  of  it  to  the  miasionaries.  Some  of 
them  are  in  painful  need  of  the  money, 
to  get  food,  clothing,  fuel  and  other  in- 
dispensable family  supplies.  Others  are 
weakened  in  spirit  and  shaken  in  credit, 


by  debts  to  those  who  are  pinched  for 
want  of  the  money.  Children  are  kept 
from  school,  painful  sacrifices  are  made, 
and  usefulness  is  hindered — because  many 
pastors  and  churches  that  have  called  for 
the  work  hold  back  from  paying  for  it 
when  it  is  done. 

The  suffering  so  caused  is  needless. 
We  do  not  believe  the  Savior  requires  it 
or  approves  of  it.  Hard  as  the  times 
are,  this  debt  could  be  wiped  out  in  an 
hour — as  was  that  of  twice  the  amount 
in  Providence — if  the  friends  of  Home 
Missions  chose  to  have  it  so.  If  each 
reader  of  this  statement  would,  on  the 
instant,  send  us  what  he  or  she  could 
spare  without  denying  himself  or  her- 
self even  one  really  needful  thing,  our 
March  number  would  report  the  Society 
free  from  debt.  Shall  that  be?  Will 
you,  reader,  do  your  part  in  a  work 
which  we  cannot  doubt  your  Master  and 
ourB  would  smile  upon  ?    May  He  move 
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you    to   respond — ^heartily,    generously, 
quickly ! 


HOW  WE   SPENT   NEW  YEAR'S. 

New  Teak's  morning  found  us  en 
route  for  Mill  Creek  Vallev,  ten  miles 
back  from  Arena.  The  roads  were  ter- 
ribly rough,  and  the  driving  was  very 
slow.  The  sun  rose  beautifully  and  we 
were  happy.  After  a  three  hours'  ride, 
we  met  brother  Jones,  a  veteran  who 
came  into  this  valley  many  years  ago 
and  unfurled  the  gospel  banner.  At 
bis  invitation,  we  had  come  to  assist  in 
the  re-opening  of  the  Mill  Creek  church. 
For  many  years  it  had  been  deserted. 
The  cemetery  fence  had  been  broken 
down,  the  front  steps  had  rotted  away, 
and  the  house  was  fast  going  to  decay. 

For  three  years  a  small  Sunday-school 
had  been  sustained  by  a  good  brother 
fifteen  miles  away,  who  was  very  faith- 
ful— always  on  baud,  no  matter  what 
the  weather. 

Three  months  ago,  Mr.  Jones,  living  at 
Arena,  was  invited  to  preach  to  them 
and  rcgather  the  congregation.  He  said 
he  would  do  it  if  they  would  repair  the 
church  and  fix  the.  cemetery  grounds. 

One  man,  for  many  years  a  profane, 
drinking  man,  but  converted  hi  connec- 
tion with  the  Sunday-school  work — a 
large  and  influential  farmer — said  he 
would  be  responsible  for  the  doing  of 
the  work,  and  at  once  set  himself  about 
it.  A  new  cemetery  fence  is  built ;  the 
house  is  painted  inside  and  out ;  a  new 
carpet  and  organ  are  procured,  and  the 
house  is  insured.  New  Tear's  is  fixed 
upon  as  the  time  for  re-opening,  and  we 
are  here  for  the  purpose.  The  people 
are  here  also,  in  spite  of  the  bad  roads. 
At  eleven  o'clock  we  begin,  preach  a 
sermon,  and  then  raise  $150  **  to  pay  last 
bills."  This  done,  a  New  Tear's  dinner 
is  spread  in  the  church,  and  an  hour  of 
reunion  is  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  that 
valley — a  new  event  in  their  history. 
Then  followed  another  sermon  by  Mr. 
Pinkerton.  After  this  came  the  dedica- 
tory prayer,  during  which  all  the  people 


stood.  It  was  a  moment  full  of  tender- 
ness, as  reference  was  made  to  the  good- 
ness of  the  Lord  in  thus,  after  so  many 
years  of  separation,  bringing  the  people 
together,  and  building  again  the  walls 
of  this  Jerusalem. 

The  next  day  we  met  again.  A  season 
of  conference  and  prayer  was  enjoyed, 
in  which  several  spoke  and  prayed  for 
the  first  time.  After  a  sermon  we  sat 
down  to  the  table  of  the  Lord.  Such  a 
scene  had  not  been  witnessed  in  that 
church  for  many  years. 

We  arranged  for  a  weekly  prayer- 
meeting  to  be  held  in  the  church.  Then 
seven  persons  arose,  expressing  their  de- 
sire for  church-membership — others  are 
yet  to  come.  In  a  few  weeks  a  new 
church  will  come  into  being,  and  so  the 
fires  will  be  kindled  anew  on  the  old 
altar.  It  is  a  rich  valley,  and  if  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  shall  convert  the  people,  a 
strong  church  may  be  built  there. 

This  is  the  third  rebuilding  of  old 
wastes  that  it  has  been  our  joy  to  par- 
ticipate in,  within  four  years.  So  we 
are  slowly  yet  surely  retaking  the  ground 
lost  in  the  past.  We  are  planning  to 
take  possession  of  much  new  ground. 
Patient,  persevering  work  in   the  name 

of  the  Lord  will  win.  H.  A.  M. 

Madibon,  Wis. 


HUNTING     FOR    A    CEMETERY 

Tou  remember  how  a  party  of  us  got 
lost  on  the  Pawnee  Reservation,  in  try- 
ing to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion at  Albion. 

I  have  had  another  novel  experience. 
A  funeral  procession  had  the  feeling  of 
being  lost  on  the  way  to  the  place  of 
burial.  This,  too,  only  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  away,  and  in  full  view  of  this 
place.  We  were  not  exactly  lost,  but 
had  considerable  anxiety,  for  some  time, 
lest  we  should  not  find  the  graveyard. 

I  was  called  to  attend  a  funeral  at  a 
school-house,  ten  miles  out.  The  de- 
ceased was  a  widow,  with  no  relatives 
in  this  region,  save  an  only  son.  She 
lived  aevera\  vhWcb  >ac^o\A  >i>afc  ^OasiOi.- 
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house,  but  the  body  "was  to  be  brought 
there,  and  there  I  was  to  meet  the  pro- 
cession at  ten   o'clock.     I   reached   the 
school-house   at  the  hour,  but  it  was 
locked.     The  key  was  found  in  course 
of  time,  the  door  opened,   and  a  fire 
made.      About  eleven  o'clock  the  pro- 
cession arrived.     During  the  services  it 
rained  hard,  but  the  rain  changed  to  a 
a   very  heavy,  foggy  mist,    about  the 
time  we  wore  ready  to  leave   the  house. 
The  cemetery  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
nearly  north  of  Central  City.     To   reach 
it  from  the  school -house  we  had  a  drive 
of  about  ten  miles.     We  left  the  school- 
house  a  little  after  twelve.     Tliere  were 
several  wagons  in   the   procession,  but 
not  one  of  us  knew  the  exact  locality  of 
the  cemetery.     We  came  down  almost 
to  the  village,  turned  about,  making  a 
very  acute  angle,  and  took  the  road,  as 
I,  not  very  confidently  believed,  to  the 
graveyard.     Bo  very  slow  had  ]>een  our 
progress  that  it  was  now  beginning  to 
grow  dark,  and  the  mist  seemed  to  settle 
down  thicker  than  ever.     We  could  see 
the  village,  but  where  was  the  ceme- 
tery?     It   is  somewhere    on   the   open 
prairie ;  no  fence,  not  a  tombstone,  not 
any  visible  mark  whatever,  that  could  be 
distinguished  at  a  distance  of  a  quarter 
of  a  mile — at  least  none  that  could  be 
seen    through    that  mist.       One     and 
another  began  to  ask  me,  "  Are  we  on 
the  right  road ?  "  "I  think  so,"  I  would 
answer,  but  not  very  confidently.     *'Is 
there  no  one  here  who   knows  ?  "     **  No 
one  knows. "    What  if  we  should  miss  it  ? 
What  if  darkness  should  settle  down 
upon  us  before  we  find  it?     We  had  the 
sensation  of  a  whole  funeral  procession 
wandering  on  the  prairie  in  search  of  a 
graveyard.      That  sensation   was    any- 
thing but  pleasant.    But  at  length,  after 
a  suspense  that  seemed  veiy  long,   we 
suddenly  found  ourselves  driving  along 
beside  the  graves,  of  which  one  was 
open  to  receive  our  dead.     I  have   no 
doubt  that  the  sight  of  the  graveyard 
gave  to  every  one  of  that  company  a 
feeling  of  great  relief.    The  cemetery  is 
a  new  one,  and  probably  in  time  will  be 


inclosed  with  a  white  fence,  and  will 
be  filled  with  monuments,  and  trees,  so 
that  it  cannot  be  hid.  At  present  yoa 
might  pass  very  near  it  without  suspect- 
ing its  existence.  A.  F. 
Vkbmamka, 


HOME  MISSIONARIES  AND   PRI- 
VATIONS. 

If  you  have  room  Around  Our  Table 
for  another  chair,  I  would  like  to  occupy 
it  a  moment  to  say  that  responses  to  my 
article  in  The  Advance  of  Sept.  13,  en- 
titled, "  How  Shall  Home  Missionary 
Families  be  Cared  For?"  have  come 
from  Iowa,  Nebraska,  and  Michigan,  in- 
dicating that  this  question  is  no  new  or 
strange  in  trader  into  missiunnry  house- 
holds. One  response  is  from  the  au- 
thor of  the  report  in  The  Home  Mimon- 
anry^  which  suggested  the  article.  He 
writes,  "  The  promise,  *  Trust  in  the  Lord 
and  do  good,*  etc.,  has  been  very  pre- 
cious to  me.  The  night  before  I  read 
your  article  there  came  to  my  mind  pre- 
cious memories  of  what  that  promise  had 
done  not  only  for  me,  but  for  some  of 
my  friends,  and  then  your  words  made 
it  seem  still  more  precious.  I  do  hare 
anxious  thoughts  about  the  future  of  my 
four  boys  at  times,  and  yet  I  cannot  but 
believe  that  God  will  help  to  put  them 
in  the  way  of  getting  an  education,  and 
so  prepare  them  for  some  useful  business 
or  profession." 

His  oldest  is  fifteen  and  the  youngest 
four,  and  he  is  teaching  them  to  work 
as  well  as  to  study,  that  they  may  be 
self-reliant,  which  he  thinks  will  be  bet- 
ter than  a  fortune  for  them.  I  want 
simply  to  say  that  the  brother  has  hit  the 
point  most  admirably.  Missionary  par- 
ents can  be  sure  of  the  fulfillment  of 
God's  promises  when  their  trust  in  him 
is  connected  with  the  right  use  of  their 
iiicaiiK  jind  opportunities.  **God  will 
help  to  put  those  boys  in  the  way  of 
getting  an  educatioib,"  when  their  par- 
ents use  wisely  every  means  to  effect  it, 
or  in  other  words,  when  they  obey  the 
law  of  success.     With  a  practical  as  well 
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as  theoretical  knowledge,  and  a  heart 
purified  by  grace,  the  life  of  those  boys 
can  never  be  a  failure. 

So  the  temporal  supplies  of  the  mis- 
sionary family  will  not  fail  when,  with 
a  daily  sense  of  dependence  upon  God, 
they  use  wisely  what  they  have.     God 
bestows  his  blessings  on  the  most  natural 
principles.      He  helps  those  who  help 
themselves.     He  saves  no  man^s  life  who 
goes  into  water  beyond  his  depth,  or 
throws  himself  down  a  precipice.     He 
keeps  no  missionary  family  from  starv- 
ing, or  from  privation  and  want,  when 
they  disregard  the  commonest  rules  of 
prudence  and  economy.     All  of  the  ap- 
propriations of    the  Home    Missionary 
Society,  and  the  careful  forethought  of 
the  parish,  fail  to  give  an  improvident 
family  a  comfortable  support.    To  the 
shiftless  and  wasteful,  therefore,  even  if 
they  are  very  good   people,   there  can 
come  no  fulfillment  of  the  promise  to 
•*  dwell  in  the  land  and  be  fed."     If  in- 
stead  of  downcast  hearts  and   fearful 
looking   for  of  future  want,  and  new 
demands  upon  the  A.  H.  M.  8.,  there  is 
a  resolute  effort  to  make  the  wisest  and 
best  use   of  what  is  already  at  hand, 
there  will  be  no  failure  to  those  who 
**  trust  in  the  Lord."    To  such  there  is 
no  uncertainty  in  the  fulfillment  of  the 
divine  pledges.     It  is  no  experiment  un- 
attested.    Thousands  of  receipts  are  al- 
ready passed  in,  and  certified,   and  re- 
corded in  the  history  of  those  who  have 
in  the  past  thus  labored  and  trusted,  and 
there  is  a  great  company  of  living  wit- 
nesses who  can  testify  that  "God  is  not 
slack  concerning  his  promises,"  to  those 
who  do  as  well  as  believe. 

E.  B.  T.,  in  The  Advance, 


A   LIFT    ON   THE  DEBT. 

Ever  since  this  Sabbath -school  move- 
ment for  paying  off  the  Home  Missionary 
debt  began,  I  have  been  much  exer- 
cised about  it,  and  wondered  if  any- 
thing could  be  done  here.  There  are  six 
schools,  and  I  thought  I  might  raise 
from  them  M  $30  for  one  share.  But 
the  more  I  thought,  the  more  I  wanted ' 


one  school — this  in  Glyndon — to  do  the 
whole.  I  spoke  to  a  few,  and  asked  the 
Lord^s  help.  Christmas  was  coming. 
The  school  was  to  meet  and  have  a 
"tree."  The  church  was  crowded  on 
Christmas  night,  and  the  tree  was 
loaded.  All  were  anticipating  "a  good 
time."  Just  before  the  presents  were  to 
be  cut  down,  I  begged  for  ten  minutes, 
in  which  I  rapidly  presented  the  matter, 
reading  Supt.  CoJ^b^s  circular,  and  then 
said:  "I  want  $30  from  this  audience 
to-night,  and  mean  to  have  iV  I  started 
the  subscription  at  two  dollars  for  my- 
self, and  called  for  those  who  would  do 
as  much.  Instantly  there  came  a  re- 
sponse from  a  young  railroad  man  I  had 
never  seen  in  church  before.  Then  his 
brother  spoke;  then  another;  then  one 
man  took  three  two-dollar  shares ;  then 
a  lady ;  and  so  on,  imtil  $24  were 
raised.  Then  I  called  for  one-dollar 
bids.  The  first  voice  I  heard  was  from 
a  little  nine-year-old  boy,  whose  left  leg 
was  cut  off  last  summer  by  a  mower.  Out 
of  his  little  bank  he  gave  a  dollar  for 
the  cause.  Then  two  little  boys,  who 
had  worked  at  sawing  wood  to  earn 
money  for  missions,  gave  their  dollar 
each.  Others  followed.  Then  the  boxes 
were  passed  for  halves,  quarters,  dimes ; 
and  after  all  was  counted,  there  were 
$45  for  the  Home  Missionary  Society. 
Didn't  we  do  well  ?  Where  is  the  other 
frontier  school  that  will  go  and  do  like- 
wise, and  feel  as  happy  as  we  do  ? 

Geo.  S.  Pelton. 

Oltndon,  Mnnr. 


WHAT  THEY  HAD  FOR  DINNER. 

"  M.  K.  W.,"  whose  communication  in 
your  last  issue  calls  out  this,  had  a  pastor- 
ate of  twenty  years  in  Ottawa,  111.  That 
is  now  a  city  of  8,000  people,  with  two 
railroads,  a  canal,  and  divers  factories. 
More  than  forty  years  ago,  when  this 
town  was  on  the  frontier,  the  Rev.  E.  H. 
Hazard,  under  commission  of  the  A.  H. 
M.  Society,  was  residing  there  in  a  log- 
cabin. 

One  day  the  Rev.  Aratus  Kent,  from 
Galena,  came  a\oii^^  on  \l^&  ^vj  \x^  ^ 
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meeting  of  his  Presbytery  at  Springfield, 
a  distance  of  250  miles.  He  stopped  at 
Ottawa  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  the 
new  minister  and  to  get  his  dinner.  A 
son,  who  years  afterwards  told  nic  the 
incident,  said  that  after  the  traveler  had 
put  up,  he  saw  his  mother  coming 
around  to  the  back  of  the  cabin,  crying. 
He  asked  her  what  the  matter  was. 
She  said,  "  Why,  the  minister  has 
come  for  dinner,  and  we  have  nothing 
but  potatoes  and  salt.^''  Mr.  Kent,  over- 
hearing her,  went  out  and  said,  *'  Oh,  I 
have  dined  on  potatoes  and  salt  before." 
That  eating  of  salt  together  made  the 
two  ministers  good  friends.  Two  or 
three  years  later,  Mr.  Hazard  had  pushed 
on  from  the  Illinois  river  frontier  to  that 
of  the  Rock  river.  Desiring  to  hold 
some  extra  meetings  in  that  new  settle- 
ment, he  got  Mr.  Kent  to  come  and  as- 
sist him.  A  precious  revival  was  the 
result.  Among  the  youth  who  at  that  time 
were  brought  out  on  the  Lord's  side 
were  the  writer  of  this  paragraph  and 
his  sister. 

Mr.  Hazard,  before  entering  the  minis- 
try, had  been  a  merchant  in  New  York, 
accustomed  to  the  comforts  of  home. 
He  became  a  successful  minister  of  the 
Word.  Previous  to  the  meeting  referred 
to,  he  had  enjoyed  with  his  people  a 
revival,  which  brought  into  the  church 
nearly  all  the  settlers  who  had  not 
before  been  Christians. 

With  his  deacon,  he  went  over  to  Gap 
Grove,  and  found  that  a  revival  could  be 
set  forward  in  corn-planting  time.  With 
the  same  helper  he  went  to  Sharon,  and 
in  a  log  school-house  held  a  series  of 
meetings,  in  which  was  converted  a 
man  who  had  been  brought  up  under 
the  ministry  of  Dr.  Edward  Payson,  and 
who  did  most  of  the  building  of  a 
church  and  parsonage  there ;  then,  re- 
moving to  Chicago,  he  became,  and  is 
yet,  a  pillar  in  one  of  the  Presbyterian 
churches.  At  another  time,  with  his 
yoke-fellow,  he  labored  in  G^neseo, 
where  all  but  four  of  the  adults  of  the 
community  were  led  to  Christ     J.  E.  R. 

ILLIKOXS. 


WASHINGTON    TERRITORY. 

New  and  encouraging  developments 
mark  the  progress  of  our  work  in  Wasli- 
ington  Territory.  A  Congregational 
church  was  organized  at  White  RiTcr, 
King  Co.,  Oct.  23,  of  eleven  members, 
— eiglit  of  whom  wei*e  a  colony  from  the 
church  at  Seattle,  eighteen  miles  away. 
The  other  three  were  received  on  confes- 
sion of  faith.  Seven  of  the  eleven  are 
heads  of  families.  Rev.  Samuel  Greene, 
licensed  last  June,  was  at  once  choseo 
acting  pastor.  He  preaches,  conducts 
prayer-meetings  and  Sunday-schools,  and 
at  the  same  time  supports  himself — work- 
ing all  the  harder  in  the  midst  of  that 
farming  community.  This  is  the  third 
church  organized  on  the  field  of  our 
General  Missionary,  Dr.  Geo.  H.  Atkinson, 
since  last  June. 


A  VETERAN  GONE. 

He  fell  in  the  harness,  under  commis- 
sion of  this  Society,  in  his  seventy-eighth 
year — the  Rev.  James  Hodges,  of  Shir- 
land,  Illinois.  He  was  brought  up  in 
Vergennes,  Vermont.  From  1835  to 
1845  he  labored  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y. 
He  then  went  West  and  organized  the 
church  at  Winnebago,  Illinois,  which  he 
served  ten  years,  bringing  it  up  to  be 
what  it  has  remained,  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial, influential  churches  of  the  State. 

Since  1855  Mr.  Hodges  has  labored 
at  Durand  and  Shirland,  in  the  same 
county.  A  man  of  positive  opinions^ 
he  had  marked  influence  in  the  commu- 
nities where  he  lived.  He  kejjt  himself 
so  youthful  in  spirit,  that  hardly  more 
than  a  year  ago  he  was  delivering  a 
series  of  Sunday  evening  discourses  to 
the  young  people,  who  had  more  than 
doubled  his  congregation.  Yet  writing 
at  that  time,  he  said  that,  from  the  dif- 
ficulty of  holding  his  pen,  which  conies 
with  age,  he  had  to  imprint  his  sermons 
on  his  brain.  Indited  by  his  heart,  and 
thus  imprinted,  his  sermons  had  found 
no  " deadline "  to  pass.  Being  dead, 
he  yet  speaketh  ;  and  by  his  influence  for 

good,  yet  liveth. 

J.  E.  R 
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American  OongregaUonal  Union. 

Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  D.D.,  Sec.,  69  Bible 

House,  New  York. 
N.  A.  Calkins,  Treas.,  69  Bible  House, 

New  York. 

The  four  months  from  January  to 
May  are  the  months  in  which  the  greater 
number  of  the  churches  contributing  to 
the  Union  have  been  accustomed  to  take 
their  collections.  It  is  specially  impor- 
tant that  these  churches  should  now  act 
promptly  in  the  matter.  It  is  earnestly 
hoped,  also,  that  the  churches  which 
have  not  regularly  contributed,  will  feel 
the  force  of  the  appeal  which  comes  to 
them  from  their  brethren  who  have  been 
waiting,  with  anxious  expectation,  till 
the  state  of  the  treasury  should  enable 
the  Board  to  grant  them  aid.  It  is  an 
encouraging  fact  that  through  this  year, 
during  which  the  work  of  the  Union 
has  been  so  much  embarrassed  by  criti- 
cism, and  by  changes  amounting  almost 
to  revolution,  a  large  number  of  churches 
have  kept  steadily  on  with  their  collec- 
tions, as  remembenng  their  obligations 
to  Christ  and  his  cause.  This  has  en- 
abled the  Trustees  to  go  forward  in  the 
making  of  grants,  though  more  slowly 
than  they  wished. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  year, 
in  May,  the  Board  stood  pledged,  by 
grants  voted  to  eighteen  churches,  to 
the  amount  of  $6,000.  Besides  these 
pledges,  there  were  on  file  applications 
from  some  thirty  churches,  asking  aid 
to  the  amount  of  at  least  $12,000  more. 
From  May  Ist,  1877,  to  January  1st, 
1878,  grants  have  been  paid  to  seventeen 
churches,  to  the  amount  of  $9,513. 
During  this  time  new  applications  have 
kept  coming,  and  there  are  now  on  file 
twenty-eight  that  await  their  turn  to 
come  before  the  Board. 

From  these  facts  it  is  plain  that  the 
work  is  not  to  cease;  it  cannot  be  al- 
lowed to  cease,  or  even  to  l>e  hindered, 
without  disaster  to  building  enterprises 


already  in  progress,  and  without  great 
detriment  to  our  cause.  It  is  for  the 
Congregational  churches,  as  a  body,  now 
to  decide  whether  this  indispensable 
part  of  the  work  of  home  evangeliza- 
tion shall  be  carried  on  successfully,  or 
whether,  from  the  neglect  of  this,  very 
much  home  missionary  labor  and  money 
shall  be  expended  almost  in  vain.  The 
Trustees  of  the  Union  have  bestowed 
much  time  and  anxious  thought  on  the 
duties  intrusted  to  them.  They  have  had 
the  counsel  of  committees  made  up  of 
able  men,  representing  the  whole  country, 
and  Imve  settled  the  future  action  of  the 
Society  in  accordance  with  what  has 
seemed  to  be  the  best  judgment  of  all 
concerned.  On  the  pastors  and  churches, 
therefore,  falls  now  the  responsibility 
for  the  progress  of  the  church-building 
work.  The  joint  committees  concluded 
their  report  with  the  following  emphatic 
expression  of  their  judgment  as  to  its 
urgent  importance: 

"  In  conclusion,  we  put  on  record  our 
judgment,  that  the  beneficence  and  ur- 
gency of  the  work  of  a  church- building 
society  were  never  more  manifest  than 
at  present.  Accordingly,  under  a  grate- 
ful sense  of  the  blessings  which  have 
come  from  such  work  in  the  past,  we 
earnestly  commend  this  cause  to  the 
Congregational  churches  throughout  our 
land.  We  trust  that  a  sound,  efiicient 
administration  of  the  Society,  and  the 
abundant  bestowal  of  the  Divine  favor, 
will  unite  us  all  in  gifts  and  labors  and 
prayers  for  this  great  department  of  the 
Master^s  kingdom." 

Will  not  the  pastors  of  the  churches 
in  the  several  States  give  sucli  prompt 
and  energetic  attention  to  the  matter, 
that  the  Board  may  speedily  be  able  to 
take  action  on  the  long  list  of  applica- 
tions waiting  in  their  hands  ?  There  is 
little  doubt  that,  if  the  subject  is  fairly 
and  faithfully  presented  to  the  churches^ 
there  will  be  «c  g^tk^tow^  x«Ki^w\aR.. 


246 


THE  HOME  MZ88IONABT. 


February, 


American  College  and  Bducation  So- 
ciety. 

Rev.  Increase  N.  Tarbox,  D.D.,  Sec. 
James  M.  Gordon,  Esq.,  Treas. 

Office,  No.  82  Cong.  House,  Boston. 

Money  may  be  sent  either  to  the  Treas- 
urer, in  Boston  ;  or  to  Rev.  Charles 
P.  Bush,  D.D.,  39  Bible  House,  New 
York. 

In  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  in  the 
kingdoms  of  men,  the  greatest  achieve- 
ments are  those  which  are  the  products 
of  quiet,  continued  agency.  A  thunder- 
storm moving  across  the  land  has  its 
important  uses,  but  is  not  the  abiding 
method  of  God^s  operations. 

So  in  the  departments  of  human  ac- 
tivity, the  works  which  go  on  from 
year  to  year,  in  a  quiet,  half- unseen  way, 
supply  the  great  forces  for  human  activ- 
ity. The  strength  of  a  nation  is  nur- 
tured in  the  solitudes.  Some  sudden 
exigency  will  often  reveal  treasuries  of 
wisdom  and  might  of  which  there  was 
before  no  practical  conception. 

A  work  like  that  which  goes  on  in 
connection  with  the  American  College 
and  Education  Society  is  so  far  with- 
drawn from  the  common  notice  and  ap- 
prehension of  men,  that  the  multitudes 
are  hardly  aware  of  the  existence  of 
such  an  organization.  It  is  engaged  in 
foundation  enterprises.  It  is  building 
the  Christian  College  far  out  on  the 
borders  of  civilization.  It  is  helping 
forward  a  young  man  for  the  ministry, 
who  as  yet  has  no  name  in  the  wide 
world.  He  has  come  from  some  obscure 
country  home  among  the  hills,  and  what 
he  will  be,  or  what  he  will  do  in  the 
course  of  a  lifetime,  is  as  yet  problemat- 
ical. What  some  noisy  politician  is 
doing  at  Washington  is  known  and 
read  of  all  men ;  but  the  acts  of  this 
young  man  —yea,  his  very  existence,  are 
unknown  except  to  a  very  limited  circle. 
Our  work  is  in  laying  foundations  for 
the  time  to  come,  and  all  experience 
shows,  that  where  the  direction  is  right, 
where  the  plan  is  in  harmony  with  the 


laws  of  God,  no  enterprise  is  more  im- 
portant 

It  is  177  years  since  the  foundations 
of  Yale  College  were  laid,  in  feebleness, 
in  the  infant  colony  of  Connecticut.  It 
was  many  years  before  the  institution 
was  under  way  and  able  to  do  any  con- 
siderable work.  But  now  it  numbers 
more  than  8,000  graduates,  and  has  fur- 
nished, for  the  use  of  the  country  at 
large,  men  of  eminent  character  and 
talent  for  every  department  of  civil  and 
public  life.  It  has  sent  out  into  every 
part  of  the  wide  land  more  than  2,000 
ministers  of  the  gospel.  It  took  a  long 
time  for  Yale  College  to  pass  its  period 
of  infancy.  The  country  was  poor  and 
the  population  sparse  ;  but,  in  the  rapid 
growths  of  these  later  years,  it  takes 
often  but  a  short  time  for  an  institution 
planted  on  our  Western  borders  to  pass 
forward  to  a  large  working  power. 

It  is  matter  for  great  regret,  that  our 
churches  generally  do  not  seem  to  see 
the  necessity  for  this  fundamental,  or- 
ganic work.  We  would  do  nothing 
whatever  to  turn  them  away  from  those 
great  missionary  enterprises,  home  and 
foreign,  in  which  they  are  engaged. 
All  this  should  go  on,  if  possible,  witli 
increased  vigor.  But  every  great  manu- 
facturing establishment  has  its  machine- 
shop,  either  connected  with  itself,  or 
easily  accessible.  This  department  is 
quite  as  important  as  any  other.  The 
busy  hum  of  the  machinery  could  not 
be  heard  at  all,  if  there  were  not  some 
place  where  it  could  be  prepared.  We 
are  quite  as  confident  that  the  great  en- 
terprises of  our  missionary  societies 
could  not  go  on  with  any  vigor,  were 
it  not  for  this  fundamental  educational 
work,  which  lies  so  far  out  of  the  pop- 
ular sight.  Again  we  earnestly  ap|>eal 
to  our  Congregational  churches,  far  and 
wide,  to  give  the  American  College  and 
Education  Society  a  place  in  their  list 
of  charities.  If  the  churches  will  but 
do  this,  we  shall  not  suffer,  as  we  now 
do  continually,  for  the  me^ns  wherewith 
to  do  our  appropriate  work. 
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JTol  in  €ommi»gion  kut  year. 

Rev.  John  L.  Collins,  Nebraska  Citj,  Neb. 

Rev.  Daniel  KI088,  Highland,  and  White  Eagle  Sta- 
tion, Kan. 

Rev.  Andrew  W.  Archibald,  Stuart,  Iowa. 

Rev.  Daniel  W.  Francis,  Pleasant  Hill  and  Bird's 
Creek,  Win. 

Rev.  Milton  Rowley,  Evanevillc,  Wis. 

Rev.  Danforth  L.  Eaton,  Ovid,  Mich. 

Rev.  A.  F.  Loomis,  Roodhonse  and  vicinity,  111. 

Ite-commiuionsd, 

Rev.  Jacob  F.  Ellis,  Seattle,  Wash.  Ter. 

Rev.  Albert  K.  Packard,  Greeley,  Col. 

Rev.  Thomas  Bayne,  Colambus  and  vicinity,  Neb. 

Rev.  Wallace  Bruce,  Cedar    Creek,    Oakdalo    and 

Orford,  Neb. 
Rev.    Chester    C.    Humphrey,    Albion,  Boone   and 

Dayton,  Neb. 
Rev.     Emanuel    Jose,    Scott     Precinct,    Hastings, 

Pleasant  Valley,  School  Creek  and  Hamilton, 

Neb. 
Rev.  J.  Mills  Ashley.  RidReway,  Valley  Brook,  Car- 

bondalc  and  Wakarusa,  Kan. 
Rev.  Brnjamin  S.   Crosby,   Arvonia,  Riverside,  Key 

Wes?t  and  Webster  fichool-house,  Kan. 
Rev.  John  Haywood,  Scatter  Creek,  Center  Ridge 

and  Buffalo  City,  Kan. 
Rev.  Eben  L.   Hill,  Wyandotte  Forest,  Rosedale  and 

Quindaro,  Kan.  f 

Rev.  Franklin  G.  Sherrill,  White  City  and  Walker's 

school-house,  Kan. 
Rev.   Robert    8.    Armstrong,   McPherson,    County 

Line,  Danville  and  vicinity,  Minn. 


Rev.  Andrew  J.  Drake,   Dodge  Center,  Claremont 

and  out-station,  Minn. 
Rev.  Jesse  L.  Fonda,  Morris  and  Hancock,  Minn. 
Rev.  Henry  C.  Simmons,  Marshall,  Swan  Lake  and 

Nordland,  Minn. 
Rev.  Edward  C.    Downs,  Farmersbnrg,  Garnavillo 

and  National,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Taral  T.  Frickstad,  Sargent's  Bluff,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Daniel  D.  Frost,  Fairfax,  lown. 
Rev.  Chauncey  J.  Richardtion,  tn  go  to  Iowa. 
Rev.  William  J.  Smith,  Sioux  Rapids  and  vicinity, 

Iowa. 
Rev.  John  R.  Upton,  Spirit  Lake  and  Lakeville, 

Iowa. 
Rev.  David  R.  Anderson,  Oak  Creek  and  Bnrdiok, 

Wis. 
Rev.  Luther  Clapp,  Pleasant  Prairie,  Hale's  Comem 

and  vicinity.  Wis. 
Rev.  John  W.  Donaldson,  Hancock,  Coloma,  Deer- 
field  and  Plamfteld,  Wis. 
Rev.  Nicholas  Mayne,   Jamestown  and    Ellenboro, 

Wis. 
Rev.  E<iward  N.  Ruddock,  Pine  River,  Poygippi  and 

Auroraville,  Wis. 
Rev.  Robert  Quaife,  Elroy,  Glendale  and  Union  Cen- 
ter, Wis. 
Rev.  Abishai  Scofield,  Hartford,  Wis. 
Rev.  Leman  N.  Barber,   South  Boston,  Odessa  and 

out-8tation,  Mich. 
Rev.   Page  F.   McClelland,    Northport  and  Bright 

school- houMe,  Mich. 
Rev,   William  H.     Osbom,   Hartland    and  Tyrone 

Mich. 
Rev.  John  Bradshaw.  DeKalb,  111. 
Rev.  Charles  WiUey,  Newfleld,  N.  J. 


^tttipU  itt   §tHmhtv,    187  7. 


MAINE— $40.96. 

Oorham,  Firpt,  by  J.  C.  Card, 
Kennebunk,  Union,  by  J.  Titcomb, 
Btandish,  by  Rev.  J.  P.  Trowbridge, 

MEW  HAMPSHIRE— $176.00. 

Oandia,  J.  L.  Fitts,  by  E.  Hill, 

Derry,  On  account  of  Legacy  of  Mrs.  M. 

C.  Pillsbury.  by  W.  Anderson,  Ex  , 
Fitzwilliam,  Mrs.  F.  Hancock,  by  Rev.  C. 

Hancock, 
Hanover,  Ladies'  Benev.  Soc.,  by  Mi-B.  C. 

O.  Blaifidell, 
Kecne,    Mrs.    Y.    K.    Bumham,    by    G. 

Kingsbury, 
Roxbury,  E.  Kingsbury,  by  O.  Kingsbury, 

VERMONT— $158.80. 

Jiarton  landing  and  Brownington,  Sab- 
bath Achoolcs,  for  Debt,  by  O.  H.  Austin, 

BenHon,  K., 

Bnrlington,  Sabbath-school  of  Third,  for 
Debt,  by  O.  H.  Perkins, 

Clarendon,  Rev.  G.  H.  Morss, 

E-wx,  C.  Farrand, 

HurtUnd,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  by 
Rev.  R.  D.  Miller, 

Orwell,  by  S.  H.  Baaoom,  to  const.  Mrs. 
W.  O.  RayaL.  M., 

PiU-ford,  E.  H.  Drury,  M.D.,  by  M.  P. 
Humphrey, 


$6  80 

31  16 

800 

6  00 

150  00 

3  00 

10  00 

8  00 
6  00 

8  20 
2  (K) 

80  00 

10  00 

2  00 

2  00 

42  00 

5  00 

T.  D.  Hall, 

St.  Johnsbury,  S.  Balch, 
Springfield,  '*  Harvest  Sheaves," 
West  Addison,  Mrs.  Kate  S.  Merrill, 

MASSACHUSETTS— $9,868. 60. 

Mass.  Home  Mis«.  Soc.,  by  C.   Demond, 

Treas., 
AmherHt,  C, 

East  Hampton,  Payson,  by  G.  H.  Leonard, 
Granby,  by  A.  Ferry, 
Lenox,  G.  W.  Ford, 
Nowburyport,  Sabbath-school  of  First,  for 

Debt,  by  Rev.  O.  W.  Folsora, 

A  Friend, 

A  Friend,  for  Debt, 
Northampton,  C.  H., 
North  Andovcr,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 

by  F.  W.  Frlsbee, 
Oxford,  Sabbath-school  of  First,  for  Debt, 

by  O.  F.  Joslin, 
Pnpperell,  Evan.  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 

by  L.  C.  Blood, 
Pitt«fleld,    Sabbath-school    of    FirKt,    for 

Debt,  by  E.  H.  Kennedy, 
Salem,  South,  by  S.  H.  Nichols,  of  which 

$100  is  to  const.  Rev.  E.  S.  Atwood  a 

L.  D., 
Sheffield,  First,  by  T.  C.  Wickwire, 
Sherbom.  Fern.  R.  and  B.  €«wi.  o'»  '?»^«tSss\. 

ch. ,  by  Mm.  1».  CooWeisfc,  twiNisfiCiX^ 


$5  00 

60  00 

200 

60 


7,600 

30 

466 

128 

26 

81 

80 
6 

100 

80 
80 
SO 
80 


00 
00 
80 
80 
00 

80 
00 
25 
00 

00 

00 

00 

00 


658 
2 


56 

60 
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February, 


SonthbridfTP,  On  aoconnt  of  Legacy  of  Mr«. 

L.  B.  Hyde,  by  8.  M-  Lane,  $50  00 

South  Deerfield.  On  account  of  Logacy  of 

Mr«.  Mary  Pease,  by  L.  E.  Pease,  Ex.,  430  52 
South  Hadleir,  Teachers  and  Papiln  of  Mt. 

Holyoke  Fcm.  Sem.,  by  Mim  Jalia  E. 

Ward,  «r7  38 

WhitinHvllle,  A  Friend,  10  00 

RHODE  ISLAND.— $708.27. 

Central  Palli«,  Ladie^  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Lyon, 

freight,  6  00 

Providence^  Union,  by  J.  McAuRlan,  698  27 

Tiverton   Four  Comers,   Mia.   F.   Potter, 
freight,  6  OO 

CONNECTICUT— $5,079.68. 

Cheshire,  Sabbath- school,  for  Debt,  by  F. 

S.  Burnett,  12  00 

Colebrook,  by  J.  M.  Grant,  26  00 

Collinsville,  add'I.,  by  E.  L.  Shepherd,  2  25 

Columbia,  by  S.  F.  West,  83  03 

Conn.,  A  Friend,  60  00 

Danbury,    Sabbath  school    of    First,    for 

Debt,  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Hough.  30  00 

Durham,  Mrs.  O.  Merwin,  $3 ;   A  Friend, 

$2,  by  Rev.  A.  S.  Chosebrough,  6  00 

East  Haddam,  First,  by  E.  W.  Chaffee,  111  20 

Ea»t  Hampton,  First,  by  Rev.  J.  8.  Ives, 

to  const.  Mrs.  E.   B.  Ives  a  L.  M.,  $72; 

Sabbath  school,  for  Debt,  $.W,  102  00 

Enfield,  First,  by  J.  W.  Johnson,  27  96 

Fair  Haven,  Second,  by  Rev.  H.  C.  Hovey, 

to  const,  Dea.  A.  Rowe  a  L.  M.,  45  00 

Greenville,  mon.  con.,   $17.24:   Sabbath- 
school,  for  Debt,  $30,  by  C.  W.  Carov,  47  24 
Guilford,  First,  Mrs.  Alvan  Talcott,*  for 

I>ebt.  80  CO 

Hanover,  by  Rev.  L.  Barber,  to  const.  Mrs. 

Ruth  Allen  a  L.  M.,  84  00 

Hartford,  J.  E.  Cushman,  to  const.  Mrs. 

Nancy  Bingham  a  L.  M.,  1.30  00 

Lebanon,  First,  by  O.  E.  Pettis.  67  83 

Ledyard,   Sabbath- school,  for  Debt,  by  N. 

S.  Gallup,  80  00 

Litchfield,  A  Friend,  6  CO 

A  Friend,  5  oo 

Meriden,  Center,  by  N.  B.  Wood,  25  00 

Middletown,  W.  M.  Dean,  5  00 

Mystic  Bridge,  by  H.  C.  Holmes,  18  00 

New  Britain,  A.  Sheldon,  in  full  to  const. 

G.  B.  Clary  a  L.  M.,  20  00 

Sabbath- school  of  South,  for  Debt,   by 
J.  Wiard,  30  00 

New  Canaan,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  by 

H.  B.  Rogers,  41  00 

New  Haven,  Ch.  in  Yale  College,  by  H.  C. 

Kingsley,  414  66 

North,  by  P.  T.  Jarman,  235  62 

New  Milford,  Ladies'  Mite  Soc.,  by  AnnaE. 

Bostwick,  27  60 

North  Stonington,  by  E.  H.  Wheeler,  132  50 

Norwalk,  Sabbath -school  of  First,  for  Debt, 

by  Mrs.  B.  L.  Ely,  80  00 

Norwich,  Park,  by  E.  T.  Clapp,  554  2l» 

Old  Lyme,  by  Mrs.  J.  A.  liowland,  84  73 

Putnam,  Second,  by  C.  N.  Fenn,  142  36 

By  Mrs.  S.  K.  Spalding,  freight,  8  00 

Rockville,   Second,   by  T.   M.  Durfee,   to 

const.  W.  B.  Thrall  a  L.  M.,  66  00 

Salisbury,  a  Friend,  4  40 

Simsbury,  by  D.  B.  McLean,  60  00 

Stamford,  Sabbath-school,  of  wh.  for  Debt, 

$:M,  by  H.  Lockwood,  &4  93 

G.  Fox,  6  00 

Stonington,  Mrs.  J.  Pomeroy,  by  R.  W.  P. 

Bulkley,  20  00 

Stratford.  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  by  F. 

Sedgwick.  30  00 

Terry vllle,  by  J.  H.  Stoughton,  191  20 

West  Brook,  mon.  con.,  by  J.  N.  Spencer,       11  80 
Westfleld,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  by  B. 

P.  Chase,  30  00 

Woodbridge,  Sabbath-school  for  Debt,  by 

J.  M.  Marvin,  to  oonst.  R.  C.  Newton  a 

L.  J£,  80  00 


Woodbury,  Legacy  of  Jndah  Baldwin,  $1- 
689.05:  Mn>.  Eunica  Baldwin,  $278.07. 
by  A.  W.  Mitchell.  Ex..  $1,987  12 

Sabbath-whool,  North,  for  Debt,  by  G. 
P.  Morris,  80  OO 

Woodstock,  First  Ch.  and  Sabbath-school, 
for  Debt,  bv  H.  T.  Child,  to  const.  H. 
W.  Hibbard'a  L.  M.,  83  00 

NEW  YORK.— $980.67. 

Received  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Holbrook,  D.D. : 
Lisle,  $15  15 

Sinclairville,  BCrs.  8.  M.  Phillipit.    1  00 
Syracnse,  Mrs.  M.  Norton,  10  00 


Albany,  M.  D., 

Brooklyn,  Ch.  of  the  Covenant,   by  Rev. 
E.  P.  Thwing. 
Ch.  of  the  Pilgrims,  mon.  con.,  by  S.  F. 

Phelps, 
A  friend,  of  wh.  for  Debt,  $60, 

Catskill,  Mrs.  H.  E.  Prentice, 

Champion,  First,  by  Rev.  W.  T.  Osmun, 

Copenhagen,  by  Rev.  E.  Perkina 

East  Bloomficid,  Ladies,  by  Mrs.  A.  E.  Por- 
ter, 

Gainesville,  by  Rev.  D.  Henderson, 

Geneva,  on  account  of  Itegncy  of  Henry 
Dwight,  in  full,  by  B.  Dwight,  Ex., 

Maine,  First,  by  W.  O.  Baldwin, 

Malone,  N.  P.  Sabin, 

Monsey,  by  Rev.  L.  Jones, 

Kapoli,  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Stewart. 

New  York  City,  Mrn.  E.  P.  Woolsey, 
$200 :  Henry  T.  Morgan^  $100, 

Potsdam,  Mrs.  A  Clark. 

Rensselaer  Falls,  by  G .  A.  Rockwood, 

Sherburne.  First,  by  H.  T.  Dunham, 

South  Canton,  by  Rev.  C.  W.  Fifield, 

Summer  Hill,  by  W.  Brown, 

Troy,  Mary  F.  and  Margaret  Ciishman, 

Wellsville,  H.  G.  White, 

Yonkers,  First  Presb.,  by  W.  C.  Foote, 

NEW  JERSEY— $70.40. 

Botmd  Brook,  Latlien'  Aid  Soc.,  by  MtsR  M. 

H.  Rotmdey.  freight, 
Chester,  First,  by  Rev.  F.  A.  Johnson, 
Newark,  Belleville  Avenue,  by  W.  T.  Rae, 

Cash, 

PKNNSTLVANIA— $60.40. 

Allegheny,  S.  M.  Y., 

Farmington  and  Sugar  Grove,  by  Rev.  O. 

A.  Thomas, 
Gibson,  "Sisters," 
Indian  Run.  Rev.  S.  Manning, 
Landnford,  WeUh,  by  Rev.  D.  A.  Evans, 
Wtt-Jburgh,  Welsh  Wentem  Assoc,  by  Rev. 

H.  E.  Thoma^ 
Providence,  Welsh,  by  Rev.  R.  S.  Jonea, 
York,  L.  S., 

MARYLAND— $100.00. 

Frederick  Citv,  E.  H.  Rockwell,  to  const. 
Mrs.  M.  C.  Adier  a  L.  M., 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA— $142.00. 

Washington,  First,  An.  CoU.,  $118.90; 
mon.  con..  $33.10.  by  S.  H.  Galpin, 

OHIO.-  $70.00. 

Avon,  Mrs.  L.  Beers, 

Cincinnati,  W.  J.  Breetl, 

Cleveland.    Sabbath  school  of   First,   for 

Debt,  by  T.  G.  Ne\k-ton. 
Granville,  H.  L.  Bancroft,  by  B,  Abbott, 

INDIANA— $27.66. 

Fort  Wayne,  Plymouth,  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Sey- 
mour, 

Bart  Township,  and  Montgomery,  by  Rev. 
L.  Wilson, 

Terre  Haute,  Mrs.  Mary  H.  Roai, 
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ILLINOIS— tl,005.'i6 

Received  by  F.  W.  Tncy,  TrcM.  LL  H.  M. 
8oc., 

DwiRht,  $88  60 

Joy  Prairie,  70  «0 


Albin,  Mrs.  M.  Skeavington,  by  O.  T.  Ms- 
comber, 
Alton,  Ch.  of  the  Redeemer,  by  Rev.  G.  C. 

Adamfl. 
AJtona,   Union,  Sabbath-BohooL»  for  Debt, 

by  J.  Florentine, 
Batavia,  Sabbath-echool,  for  Debt,  by  C. 

N.  Cooper, 
BeardKtown,  Cong,  and  Sabbath -»chool  of 

First,  for  Debt,  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Wycoff,  to 

const.  P.  Kuhl  a  L.  M., 
Broofrhtcn,  by  Rev.  J.  L.  Corey, 
Chicago,  Lcavitt  Street,  by  L.   D.  Ham- 
mond. 
Plymouth,  by  Dr.  C.  T.  Fenn, 
Dundee,  add'l,  by  W.  B.  Millard, 
Karlville,  by  R.  O.  Dnpee, 
Elgin,   Sabbath-fschool,  for  Debt,    by  A. 

WitherR, 
Evanston,  First,  $81.01;  Sabbath-nchool, 

for  Debt,  f-SO, 
Greenville,  by  Rev.  J.  Goodcll, 
Griggftville,  by  T.  Shoemaker, 
Kewauec,  a  Friend, 
Lincoln,  First,  by  Rev.  S.  M.  Wilcox, 
Manteno,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Hume, 
HarseUleH,  910.8U;  Sabbath-school,  $13.88 ; 

Joint  District  Sabbath-school,  $2.75,  by 

J.  Q.  Adams, 
Marshall,  Woman's  Miss.  Soa,  by  Mrs.  S. 

W.  WhiUock, 
New  Milford,  by  Rev.  H.  J.  Ferrla, 
Payaon,  by  D.  E.  Robbins, 
Pern,  $14.0:2 ;     Sabbath-school,  $3.26,  by 

Rev.  J.  Abraham, 
Pitti»fleld,  Mrs.  E.  Carter, 
Princeton,  by  F.  W.  WaUer, 
Providence,  by  G.  Cashing, 
Ho«c'ville,  Firnt,  by  J.  A.  Gordon, 
Sandwich,  by  8.  B.  Stimson,  to  const.  Hon. 

M.  B.  CaKtle  and  H.  S.  Hills  L,  Ms., 
Sycamore,  First,  by  A.  C.  Colton, 

MISSOURI— $334.80. 

Almartha,  Turkey  Creek  Ch.,  by  Rev.  8. 

B.  FeeniRter, 
Brookfield,   St.    Catherine's,   for  Debt,  by 

Rev.  J.  L.  Eaton, 
New  Cambria,  $4.60;  Valley,   $5,  by  Rev. 

G.  M.  Jones, 
SL  Louis,  Pilgrim,  by  Rev.  R.  West, 


MICHIGAN— $3S&46. 

Received  by  Rev.  L.  Warren : 

Alpine  and  Walker,  8  00 

Greenville,  70  00 

Manistee,  Rev.  J.F.  Gaylord,  10  00 

Received  by  Rev.  W.  B.  Williams : 
Charlotte,  Rev.  W.  B. Williams,    $40  00 

Chelsea,  17  66 

Cooper,  16  «10 

Webster,  16  00 


Big  Rapids,  by  Rev.  E.  W.  Miller, 
Galesburgh,  P.  H.  Whitford, 
Grund  Haven,  First,  by  Rev.  J.  Bamett, 
Kalamazoo,  Sabbath -school,  for  Debt,  by 

C.  L.  Dean, 
Port  Hnron,  First,  by  A.  Fisk, 
Rockford,  by  Rev.  R.  Redeoff, 
Romeo,  Mixs  T.  S.  Clarke,  to  const.   C.  W. 

Load  and  Mrs.  J.  Hevener  L.  Ms., 
Salem,  Sabbath-school  of  First,  by  W.  R. 

Hamilton, 
Whitehall.  First,  by  Bav.  0.  H.  Beaver,1 


$04  80 
6  00 

115  00 
10  00 
80  00 


80  00 
6  00 

84  66 

88  86 

1  I'O 

83  26 

80  00 

61  01 
13  00 
79  10 

40 
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3 


00 
00 


37  08 

4  00 

6  60 

10  00 

16  27 

16  0<» 
47  96 
22  75 

17  00 

100  CO 
166  78 


000 

3  70 

9  60 
818  60 


82  00 


87  96 
6  00 

80  00 
4  00 

80  00 

74  80 

6  60 

60  00 

860 
1  00 


WISCONSIN— $628. 81. 

Received  by  Rev.  F.  B,  Doe : 
Ean  Clains.  $80  00 

Menomonee,  .  32  H 

New  London,  14  60 

Ripon,  Rev.  F.  B.  Doe,  '*  A  New 

Year's  Gift,'  100  00 


Received  by  Rev.  B.  A.  Miner : 
Hartland,  Sabbath- school, 
Platteville, 
Wauwatosa,  Sabbath -school,  for 

Debt, 
Whitewater, 


$166  97 


$8  00 
31  70 

80  00 
86  07 


Beloit,  First,  by  A.  W.  Hanaford, 

Sabbath-school  of  First,  for  Debt,  by  A. 
W.  Hanaford, 

Big  Spring,  $18.26  ;    Jackson.  $3 ;  West- 
field,  $1.26,  by  Rev.  D.  A.  Campbell, 

Fox  Lake,  by  Rev.  A.  C.  Wright,  to  const 
Mrs.  Julia  B.  Morgan  a  L.  M.,  for  Debt, 

Janesville,  Firsts  by  J.  Wright, 

Kewanee,  by  Rev.  A.  A.  Safford. 

Milwaukee,  Spring  Street,  by  L.  A.  War- 
ren, 

Spring  Street,  Sabbath-echool,  fbr  Debt, 
by  J .  A.  Morris, 

Mondovi,  First,  by  Rev.  W.  B.  Williams, 

New  Lisbon,  Prcsb.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  A.  A. 
Young, 

Peshtigo,  Rev.  L.  W.  Wlnslow, 

Reedsbnrg,  Sabbath-schools,  for  Debt,  by 
Rev.  J.  G.  Sabin, 

ShuUflbnrg,  by  Rev.  O.  8.  Biscoe, 

Sun  I^airie,  by  Rev.  J.  Beardsley, 

West  Salem,  by  Rev.  A.  Clark, 

IOWA— $687.92. 

Received  by  Rev,  J.  W.  Pick6U ; 

Bentonspcrt,  for  Debt,  $18  00 

Corning,  Mrs.  F.  Davis.  16  00 
Furmington,  Sabbath-school,  for 

Debt,  1  00 

Grandview,  8  77 

G.  Widcnecht,  8  00 

Murray,  8  00 

Muscatine,  16  10 
Old  Man's  Creek,  Woman's  Miss. 

Soc.  7  80 

Wilton,  Woman's  Miss.  Soc.,  10  00 


140  77 
84  41 

80  00 

17  60 

80  00 
40  37 

18  64 

81  85 

80  00 
83  76 

1  86 

10  00 

6  00 

7  00 

8  00 
44  00 


Atlantic,    Ch.    and    Sabbath-school,    by 

Rev.  E.  S.  Hill. 
Boonsboro,  Rev.  O.  C.  Dickerson, 
Burlington,     $70 ;     Sabbath-school,     for 

Debt,  $30,  by  T.  R.  Rankin, 
Carroll,    $6;    Cedar  Rapids,   Mrs.    E.  O. 

Price,  $1,  by  Rev.  G.  W.  Palmer, 
Center  Point,   $0.60 ;   Troy  MiUs,   $8,  by 

Rev.  J.  C.  Lockridge, 
Davenport,  Edwards,  by  J.  Goldsbury, 

German    Sab  bath -school,    for  Debt,  by 
Rev.  F.  W.  Judiesch, 
Farragut,  First,  by  Rev.  C.  H.  Eaton, 
Grand  River,  First,  by  Rev.  D.  Knowles, 
Magnolia,  by  Rev.  G.  T.  Tompkins, 
Osage,  by  T.  O.  Douglass  (W.  H.  A.), 
Rome,  by  Rev.  A.  J.  Belkniip, 
Strawberry  Point,  $11.46 :  Packer's  School- 
house,  i8.S0,  by  Rev.  C.  Hancock, 
Stuart,  First,  by  Rev.  A.  W.  Archibald, 
Waterloo,   Sabbath-school,   for    Debt,    by 

Rev.  H.  S.  De  Forest, 
Wlnthrop,  First,  by  Rev.  T.  Merrill, 

MINNESOTA— $669.44. 

Received  by  Rev.  L.  H.  Cobb  : 

Woman's  Cent  Soc,  $184  66 

Cannon    Fslls,   Sabbath-school, 

by  Rev.  C.  A.  Ruddock,  4  68 

Faribault,    Sabbath-M^hool,    for 

Debt,  by  R.  J.  Mott,  to  const. 

Mrs.  Mar^-  1&.  Kc^  «m  a.  1..  IL.,   ^  ^ 


69  67 

81  60 
60  UO 

100  00 

6  00 


960 
100  00 

11  00 
10  00 

8  00 
86  00 
£6  00 

8  60 

14  76 
14  00 

80  00 
86  00 
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Feljrnary, 


Lake  City,  by  P.    B.   Pinh,   for 
Debt,  to  const.  N.  C.   Pike  a 

Li.  AI., 

Minneapolis.  Rev,  L.  H.  Cobb, 

to  conrt.  Mr*.  A.  D.  Tnicy  and 

Mm.  L.  W.  DIkcIow  L.  M<, 
Plymouth,   in  fnll  to  coDKt. 

Jud(?e  A.  H.  Young  a  L.  M  , 

Sabtrnth-Bc^hool,    for  Debt,    to 
oonftt    Dea.   C.    M.  CuAhman 
a  Is.  M., 
Jud(^  B.  Jones,  in  full  to  conf>t. 

Mrs.  SuMan  C.  Jones  and  E.  S. 

Jones,  Jr.,  L.  Ms., 
Waseca,      Sabbath -school,      for 

Debt,  by  A.  G.  Bush,  to  conxt. 

A.  O.  BiiRh  a  L.  M., 
Winona,      Sabbath  school,      for 

Debt,    by    E.    H.    Hoard,    to 

const.  Hey.  J.  U.  Morley  a  L. 

M., 
Zumbrota,     add'l.,     by    J.     C. 

SteamR,  in  full  to  const.  P.  M. 

(Jrecn  and  J.    L.    Scofleld  L. 

Ms  , 

Dea.  J.  C.  Steams, 


$37  12 


70  CO 
17  47 


88  4S 


50  00 


80  00 


SO  00 


40  00 
25  OU 


9562  84 
9  00 


Audubon,  by  Rev.  O.  8.  Pelton, 

Beli^'rade.  $.3;  Providence,, $8.18  :  Man- 
kato,  Rev.  D.  B.  Eel^  $2U.82 ;  J.  W. 
Eells,  $1  ;  Emery  Eells,  $2.  to  const. 
D.  Steele  a  L.  M.,  for  Debt,  by  Rev.  D. 
B.  Eells.  SO  00 

Brownsdale.  First,  $10 ;  "  From  the  mis- 
sionary," $15,  for  Debt,  by  Rev.  1.  F. 
Tobey, 

Fergus  Falls,  First,  by  Rev.  D.  Goodsell, 

Glencoe,  by  Rev.  J.  Chandler, 

Mantorville,  Zebedee  and  Clarissa  B.  Cook, 

8t  Paul,  Rev.  A.  Hemenway, 

Worthington,  Union,  by  Rev.  H.  B.  Tuttlc, 

KANSAS— $174.60. 

Altoona,  Neodesha,  and  Sycamore,  by  Rev. 
H.  A.  Brand  idge, 

Diamond  Valley,  by  Rev.  H.  Jones, 

Garfield  and  Kinsley,  by  Rev.  H.  Hoddle, 

Iowa  Union  and  Phillipsburg,  by  Rev.  G. 
O.  Blake, 

T^avcn  worth.  Sabbath -school,  First,  for 
Debt,  by  Rev.  C.  S.  Irwin, 

Manhattan,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  by 
Rev.  R.  D    Parker, 

Seneca,  by  Rev.  E.  E.  Webber, 

Spring  Creek,  Springtide  and  Westmore- 
land, by  Rev.  if.  D .  Tenney, 
•     Ponganoxie,   Firfct,  by  Rev.  H.  E.  Wood- 
cock, 

Topeka,  Sabbath-school  of  First,  for  Debt, 
by  Rev.  C.  S.  Irwin,  to  const.  Miss  L. 
Bartholomew  a  L.  M.,  SO  00 

Wabaunnec,  First  Ch.  of  Christ,  by  J.  F. 

WUlard,  13  75 

Waustiara,  by  Rev.  L.  Newcomb,  1  50 

NEBRASKA— #175.70. 

Crete,  by  Rev.  H.  Brosa,  85  00 

Exeter  and  Friend  ville,  by  Rev.  B.  G.  Page,  102  00 

Fontenolle,  by  Rev.  R.  Gaylord,  28  70 

Wahod,  A  Friend,  10  00 

DAKOTA— $19  46. 

Grove    Hill   and  Richland,    by  Rev.    L. 

Bridgman,  14  00 

Yankton,  Rev.  S.  Sheldon,  6  45 

OOLORADO-$40.00. 

Denver,  Rev.  S.  Sheldon,  10  00 

Greeley,  Sabbath-school  of  First,  for  Debt, 
by  Rev.  A.  K.  Packard,  80  00 

CALIFORNIA -$110.70. 

Oakland,  Sabbath  school  of  First,  for  Debt, 
by  B.  P.  Flln^  30  00 


26  00 

2  10 
28  00 

5  ( 0 
10  00 

3  00 

650 

25  00 

7  60 

2  60 

80  00 

80  00 
10  00 

11  60 

6  26 

Pacheco,  First,  by  Her.  G.  M.  Dexter,  $15  70 

San  Francisco,  Rev.  J.  Rowell,  for  Debt,       30  (K) 
Sonoma,  by  Bev.  F.  B.  Perkins,;  95  00 


OREGON— $8.b6. 

Astoria,  by  Dea.  C.  Stevens  (G.  H.  A.), 
ForeHt  Ororc,  by  J.  W.  Marsh, 

HOME  MISSIONARY, 


FOR  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  WORK, 
[See  LMJUt  for  particulars.] 

D&natUma  of  Clothing,  §te. 


385 

600 

20  55 


$21,473  16 
n  46 

$21,744  02 


Amherst,  Mass.,  Ladies*  Benev.  Soc.  of  First 

Ch.,   by   Miss  Mary   L   Cooper,  box  and 

freight,  $170  CO 

Mission  Circle  of  Coll.  Ch.,  by  Mrs.  M.  W. 

Crowell,  box, 
Auburndale,  Mass.,  Ladies*  Benev.  Soc.,  by 

Elizabeth  M.  Strong,  two  bbls., 
Bound  Brook,  N.  J.,  Ladies*  Aid  Soc,  by 

MissM.  H.  Roundey,  bbi., 
Bridgeport,    Ct.,    Ladies'    Miss.    Assoc  of 

North  Ch.,  by  Mary  L.  H.  Hincka.  box, 
Brookfleld  Center,  Ct.,  Ladies'  Benev.  Soc, 

by  Mrs.  Julia  W.  Skidmore,  bbl., 
Brooklyn,  N.   Y.,  Ladies  of  South  Ch.,  by 

Mrs.  L.  D.  Stone,  box  and  freight, 
Charlotte,  Vt,  A.  L.  Torrey,  \sox. 
Chw'hire,  Ct.,  Ladies,  by  Mrs.  E.  P.  Atwater, 

bbL 
Cleveland,  O.,  Ladies  of  Euclid  Ave.  Ch., 

bbl., 
Columbus,  O.,  Ladies  of  Flint  Ch.,  by  Rev. 

R.  O.  Hutchin^  D.D.,  two  bbls. 
Dover,  N.  H.,  Ladies*  Home  Miss.  Soc,  by 

Miss  Hannah  E.  Wyatt,  bbl., 
Evanston,  111.,  Ladies'  Soc  of  First  Ch.,  by 

Mia<«  Susie  W.  Hess,  box. 
Parmlngton,  Ct.,  Ladies'  Sew.  Soc,  by  Mrs. 

Sarah  W.  Cowles  bbl  , 
Ferrisburgh.  Vt.,  L.  A.  C.irpentcr,  bundle. 
Framingham,   Maso.,    Ladies  of    Plymouth 

Ch.,  box  and  freight, 
Greenwich,    Ct.,    Miw    Georgianna    Webb, 

deceaHed,     by    Julia    E.    Brunh,    sewing- 
machine. 
Hamilti»n.  N.  Y.,  Ladies'  Sew.  Circle,   bbl. 

and  cash, 
Hanover,    N.   H.,  Ladies'  Benev.   Soc,   by 

Mrs.  C.  O.  Blaiwlell,  box. 
Middletown,  Ct.,   Ladies'  Home  Miss.  Soc 

of  First  Ch.,  by  Miss  C.  M.  Bacon,  bbl., 
Montague,    Mass.,    Ladies    Benev.    Soc.   of 

First  Ch.,  box, 
Montclair,  N.  J.,  Ladies'  Aid  Soc.  by  Mrs. 

C.  H.  Noyes,  two  bbis., 
Newark,  N.  J.,  Ladies  of  Belleville  Ave.  Ch., 

by  Mrs.  Dr.  Ray  Palmer,  box  and  cash, 
New   Britain,   Ct.,   Ladies'  Benev.    S«i\   of 

South  Ch.,  by  Miss  B.  S.  Corbiii,  box  and 

cash. 
Now    Haven,   Ct.,   Ladies'   Benev.    Soc   of 

North  Ch.,  by  Miss  Julia  E.  UflTord,  box 

and  bundle, 
New  Milford,    Ct.,  Ladies,  by  Mrs.    B.   L. 

Bonar,  box  and  cash. 
New  York  City.  N.  Y.,  A  Friend,  bundle. 
North  Coventry,  Ct.,  Ladies'  Fragment  Soc, 

by  Rev.  W.  J.  Jenningts  bbl., 
Nonnich,  Ct.,  I-Adies'  Home  Miss.  Soc.  of 

Park  Ch.,  by  Mr;*,  L.  B.  Young,  box. 

Ladies'  Home  Miss.  Soc  of  Broadway  Ch., 
by  Miss  E.  P.  Ripley,  box. 
Ottawa,  III.,  Ladies  of  First  Ch.,  by  E.  Nat- 

tinger,  box, 
Pawtucket,    R.    I.,  Ladies,   by  Mrs.  L.   B. 

Goff,  trunk. 
Providence.  R.  I..  Ladies  of  Benefioeut  Ch., 

by  Mrs,  J.  W.  Taft,  box. 

Ladies'  Sew.  Soc.  of  Central  Ch.,  by  Mrs. 
W.  J.  Cross,  box. 


122  91 

160  00 
65  00 

810  OO 

25  00 

182  00 
II  SI 

45  71 

149  67 

100  00 
300  90 

53  13 

96  00 

2US0 

18S0O 

100  00 

78  00 

154  98 

150  00 

40  00 
200  96 

125  00 

100  00 
115  00 
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Putnam,  Ct.,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soo.,  by  Mrs. 

S.  K.  Spalding,  bbl., 
Bockville,  Ct.,  Mm.  T.  M.  Dnrfee,  box  and 

bundle, 
St,  JohnRbury,  Vt.,  Ladies^  Benev.  Soc.  of 

North  Ch.,  by  Mtr,  C.  M.  Stone,  box, 
St.  Loniit,  Mo.,  Ladies'  Benev.  Soc.  of  Pil- 

grim  Ch.,  by  Mrs.  C.  L.  G<x)dell,  two  bbls., 
Saybrook,  Ct.,  Ladies'  Home  MUe.  Soc.,  by 

Mrs.  O.  A.  Bushnell,  bbl.  and  freight, 
Sherbom.  Mass.,  Female  R.  Si  B.  Soo.  of 

Pilgrim  Ch.,  by  Mrs.  Lowell  Coolidge,  bbl., 
Southport,  Ct.,  Ladies,  by  Mrs.  E.  B.  Mon- 
roe, two  bbls., 
Springfield,  O.,  Ladles^  Home  MIrs.  Soc.,  by 

MrK.  Wm.  Conklin,  box  and  cash, 
Stoninirton,  Ct.,  Ladies,  by  Rev.  H.  BTBUiot, 

two  bbls., 
Torringfor.1,  Ct.,  Ladies'  Aid  Soc.,  by  Mrs. 

Mary  J.  Bronson,  bbl. 
Westmoreland,  N.  Y.,  A  few  Ladies  of  Flrrt 

Ch.,  box. 
Wilton,  Ct.,  Ladies'  Benev.  Soc.,  by  Mrs.  A. 

£.  Merwin,  bbl.  and  cash, 
Winchester,  N.  H.,  Ladies'  Home  Miss.  Soc, 

by  Mrri.  W.  Atherton,  bbl.  and  freight. 
Wood  bridge,  Ct.,  Mrs.  Albert  Sperry,  bbl., 
WorceKter,  Mass..  Ladies'  Soc.  of  Salem  St. 

Ch..   by   Mrs.  E.  J.  Houghton,   box  and 

cash. 

Ladies  of  Old  South  Ch.,  by  Mlsa  J.  M. 
Stowe,  bbl., 


937  SO 

100  03 

00  00 

114  78 

80  17 

60  00 

100  00 

168  60 

178  00 


104  31 

38  IS 
60  00 


167  95 
88  00 


Receipts  of  the  New  Uampshire  MUtlonnrv  Society^ 
from  Nov.  1,  1877,  to  Jan.  1,  1878,  L.  D.  Stkvbnb, 
TietM. 


Bennington, 

$30  00 

Bhetol, 

7  60 

Campton,  Dea.  Brown, 

6  00 

Clarcmont, 

77  65 

Concord,  South,  Sabbath-school, 

20  00 

Dalton, 

10  00 

Exeter,  Second, 

86  (K) 

Gllmanton  Iron  Works,  Peter  Dudley, 

10  00 

Hopkinton, 

23  00 

Keene,  First, 

68  17 

Manchester,  Franklin  Street,  C.   B. 

South- 

worth,  to  const.  Rev.    Wm.  V.  W. 

Davis 

a  L.M., 

90  00 

Nashua,  First, 

213  34 

N.  H.  Cent  Institution, 

149  03 

Rindge, 

19  66 

$708  86 

BecHpU   of  the  Mna9achu$M9   Home  MienUmant 
Society^  in  December^  Gharlbs  DncoHO,  Treae, 


Albany,  A  Friend, 
Amhen^t,  First, 

Second, 

North, 
Andover,  Chapel,  by  W.  P.  Draper, 

South,  mon.  con., 
Sabbath-flchool,  for  Debt, 
Attleboro  Falls, 
Barre,  by  H.  Woods, 
Bedford.  Trin.,  for  three  months, 
Ijoston,  Eliot,  by  L.  H.  Briggs, 

Immannel, 
Mon.  con., 

Maverick, 

Mt.  Vernon, 

Old  South,  by  L.  M.  Child, 

Union,  by  A.  Gay, 

Village,  Ladies'  H.  M.  Soc.,  to  const.  Mrs. 
F.  W.  K.  Nye  and  MIms  J.  A.  Marshall 
L.  Ms., 

Walnut  Avenue,  by  C.  T.  Barry, 

Mrs.  K.  C.  Perkins, 
Boxford, 

West,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 


$6  00 

20  60 

34  10 

8  60 

316  00 

27  04 

80  00 

11  80 

64  26 

80  82 

146  88 

160  UO 

10  10 

68  19 

202  26 

310  00 

222  28 


60  00 
199  08 
26  00 
38  62 
80  00 


Braintreo,  First, 

Sabba  h-school,  for  Debt, 

South, 
Brockton,  Porter, 
Cambridgeport,     Pilgrim,  to  const.   E.   D. 

Leavitt,  Jr.,  James  Smith  and  H.  R.  Oibbs 

L.  Ds., 
Campello, 
Charlton, 
Chelmsford,  Busy  Workers,  a  Sabbath-school 

Clasd  of  8  little  girls, 
Chelsea,  First,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Cohasset, 

Dalton,  by  A.  Kittredge, 
Falmouth,  Waquoit, 
Framingham,  Plymouth  Sabbath-school,  for 

Debt, 
Freetown, 

Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Grantville,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Greenfield,  Second,  by  D.  L.  Sammis, 
Hampden  Ben.  Asso.,  Chas.  Marsh,  Tr. : 

Agawam,  $64  82 

Chicopee,  Third,  10  00 

Longmeadow,   Ladies'  Ben.   Asso.,  47  70 
East,  for  Debt,  30  00 

Monson,  67  23 

Ladie»'  Ben.  Soa,  46  46 

Pnlmer,  Second,  14  66 

Springfleld,  First,  61  61 

Hope,  6  00 

Miss  Helen  Spring,  for  Debt,  65  00 

West  Springfield,  Park  Street,  16  00 

Wilbraham,  16  50 


Haverhill,  Central,  by  B.  Kelly, 

West, 
Hinsdale,  add'l, 
Uolden, 

Lakeville,  Precinct  Sabbath-8ch<x>l,  for  Debt, 
Lanesboro, 

Lawrence,  Lawrence  Street, 
Lee,  by  W.  J.  Bartlett, 
Lunenburg, 
Lynn,  Firwt, 

North, 
Manchester, 
Mansfield, 
Marshtielii,  First,  to  const.  Miss  Marcia  A. 

Cushman  and  Capt  Ed.  Baker  L.  Ms., 

A  Friend, 
Medfield,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Medway,  West, 
Merrimac,  Francis  Sargent, 
Methuen,  Legacy  of  Chas.  Pelham,  by  Jacob 

Emerson,  Ex.,  (A.  H.  M.  S.), 
Middlcboro,  First, 

A  Fnend, 
Milton,  First, 

Nantucket,  Sabbath -school,  for  Debt, 
New  Bedford,  A  Friend, 
Newburyport,  Whitefleld,  by  W.  Thnraton, 
Newton,  Eliot, 

Highlands, 
Sabbath-«chool,  for  Debt, 
Northboro,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt. 
North  Brookfltld,  First,  by  J.  E.  Porter, 
Northfleld, 
Orleans. 

Rev.  E.  C.  Harwood, 
Palmer,  Three  Rivers  Union, 
Peabody,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 

A  Sabuuth-tichool  Teacher,  for  Debt, 
Pirtsfield,  South, 
Plymouth,  Ch.  of  Pilgrimage, 

Ladies'  H.  M.  Soc., 
Plympton, 

Pomfret,  Ct.,  Mrs.  P.  V.  Markham,  for  Debt, 
Quincy,  Evangelical, 
Raynham,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Revere,  add'l, 

Royalston,  First,  by  J.  Walker, 
Saugus  Center,  mon.  con., 
Saxonville,  add'l, 
Seekonk  and  East  Providence, 
Shelbumc,  First,  by  D.  L.  Sammta, 


$12  26 

30  00 

6  68 

32  00 

879  64 
7J»  20 
10  00 

20  00 
m  00 
27  53 
69  68 
6  67 

80  00 
14  01 

6  (Kl 

^  00 

6  00 


421 
11 


37 

86 


18  60 

17  50 
16  07 
30  00 
2:2  00 
15  19 

700  (K) 

9  67 

3  17 

27  87 

76  70 

13  36 

60  16 
40 
80  00 
67  00 
10  00 

2,642  22 

14  50 
6  12 

21  50 

18  00 
5  00 

85  63 
83  36 
10  28 
10  00 
30  Oi 

86  40 
23  33 
£0  00 
10  (0 
10  00 
90  00 
80  00 
88  98 
26  82 
43  00 

8  28 


2 

60 


00 
00 


80  00 


1 

190 

8 

5 

19 


00 
75 
10 

84 
TO 
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r,  WiKD  W.  Jicon,  Tttai. 


BanaUoMi  of  CioiUng,  i 


IT  Debt,  80  10 

SS.4U5  »1 
Wott,  Iw  Z«v(«  tor 

JB.1W8   47 


Amherst,  North,  by  Mm.  E.  C.  Nwh,  bbl.,       (IB  00 
Andoicr,  by  Un.  H.  11.  Kicharas.  bbl..  1»  00 

■-■■-—  n,lijMrii.  Oeo.  Sw»n,  bbl.  luid  hoi.    lOft  OU 


FilU  VHUi«e,  by  ■ 
Hoiitlngton,  bj  J 
Hulfonl,    TUco 


1.  by  ltj»  C,  H.  t 

i.  Kl'ggln«. 


r.  Ch.  n 


Mlddleuwti.  Pir>(.  by  H.  B. 

New    BrlUln^    ioMb.    Spec 
Niuititucli,  Ell«o  BpcMer, 


>y  Mn.  H.  11. 

r.  Klttndire.  bl 


BuMpld,  Flri.1,  by  J.  W.  Si»llmiin. 
ThOBMlon.  bj  K  D«to-  (mvllUlly), 
Volimujwn    and    Siming,    by    Bev.    S.    E 


PlM«u.,  Bmmt,  a^yruoiii,  > 
'uun,  by  U.  L.  Coley, 


Middleboro,  North,  b] 


Rutland,  by  M™.  C.  B.  WmWc,  Obl^ 

^almfftcld.  Firal,  by  Mrs.  ll  K.  HoUlold.  bbl..    1 
Xddlu'  H.  M.  i^oc  uf  South,  li;  Un.  R.  K, 

XsnnUn.'THn.,' by  Mtk  B.UorM,  hbl.. 

Union,  bbl., 
Tsmptewn.  Mlawa  L,  B.  A  B.  C.  D.  Shat- 

Topiftoli  bbl.. 

W€lle»lffy.  by  Mra.  L.  B.  Hooon.  OhI.,  ' 
WwUmfO,    by    Mm.   H.   P.    De   Fonial,    two 

WhltlDnrille,  Hn.  Dodlev.  bandle, 
Wincheatr,  b/  Kn.  C.  W.  Abbott,  bbl.. 


ReOBlTed  by  Rri. 

Wert,  by  Re».  Q.  U.  Lji 
raddyVtilnn,  by  J.  Su.tt,' 


Mh  Momt  MmioMt^ 


Go, Prbach  the  Oospbl Mark  xvi.  16. 

How  shall  they  preach  except  they  be  sent  ?  .  Ham,  x.  15. 


Vol.  L.  MARCH,  1878.  No.  11. 

,  HOME  MISSIONARY  WORK  IN  CALIFORNIA. 

BY  REY.  A.  L.  RANKIN,   OF  TULARE,  CAL. 

When  I  arriYcd  at  Tulare,  January  24th,  1873,  I  found  but  one  building  besides 
the  railroad  depot  completed,  and  four  others  going  up ;  only  one  family  in  the 
place,  and  they  only  two  weeks  in  adYance  of  us.  We  went  into  an  adobe  house, 
10x14  feet,  with  a  six-foot  story,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  depot,  at  a  rental  of 
$10  per  month.  January  25th,  I  preached  my  first  sermon  in  California,  to  ten 
hearers,  and  organized  a  Sabbath-school  of  six  besides  my  own  family.  The  coun- 
try was  new  and  Yery  sparsely  settled,  mostly  by  transient  sheep  and  cattle,  men 
who  were  positiYe  the  land  was  worthless  for  cultiYation.  I  had  just  $20  left 
when  I  arriYed,  and  a  bill  of  |52  for  freight  to  pay  out  of  that.  The  railroad 
company  seated  the  ladies'  room  in  the  passenger  depot  for  my  Sabbath  serYices, 
and  let  me  haYC  my  freight  on  ninety  days'  credit. 

The  first  Sabbath  showed  me  that  I  would  come  Ycry  far  short  of  the  promised 
$1,200  a  year.  But  I  was  too  poor  to  go  away.  After  scouring  the  whole  coun- 
ty, I  gathered  up,  by  the  middle  of  May,  1873,  fourteen  persons  willing  to  unite 
in  the  organization  of  a  Congregational  church  in  Tulare.  They  were  from  four 
denominations.  We  were  to  organize  on  the  last  Sabbath  of  June  ;  but  before 
that  day  came,  not  one  of  those/ourteen  were  in  Tulare  County,  all  had  moYed  away. 
For  five  long  months  we  had  not  a  professing  Christian,  besides  my  own  family, 
in  a  radius  of  ten  miles.  For  nine  months,  I  receiYcd  $125.  I  attended  the 
general  Association  at  Santa  Cruz,  in  October.  My  Sabbath-school  by  that  time 
had  increased  to  thirty,  some  of  the  children  coming  nine  miles,  often  on  foot. 
At  the  Association,  I  told  the  story  of  my  school.  The  ladies  of  Santa  Cruz 
gEYe  me  $50,  and  friends  in  San  Francisco  the  same  amount  in  groceries.  I  said 
I  could  not  abandon  the  school,  and  would  try  one  year  more,  believing  God 
would  supply  my  wants. 

By  March,  1874,  I  had  gathered  up,  as  before,  from  new  comers,  ten  who  were 
to  unite  in  the  organization  of  a  church,  the  last  Sabbath  of  May.  Before  that 
time  had  come  M  of  tho$e  ten  had  moved  away  except  one.  From  January,  1873,  to 
June,  1874,  there  was  an  entire  change  of  the  persons  attending  my  Sabbath  ser- 
vice,/(wr  times,  by  removal. 

After  a  goodly  number  of  defeats  I  finally  persuaded  our  citizens  to  erect  a  fine 
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school-house  80  x  70  feet,  with  ante-rooras  on  either  side,  all  costing  $3,500,  besides 
the  lots  the  railroad  company  gave.  I  gave  five  solid  months*  work  to  that  en- 
terprise, collecting  $2,000  of  the  money  against  much  opposition.  I  was  accused, 
when  a  tax  was  levied  to  complete  and  furnish  the  house,  of  taking  underhanded 
means  to  get  a  place  for  preaching  built  for  me.  I  told  them  not  to  be  alarmed ; 
I  had  a  !>ctter  place  in  the  depot,  and  should  hold  my  meetings  in  the  street,  ratber 
than  use  the  school-house.  We  have  now  the  best  arranged  and  best  furnished 
house,  and  the  best  school  in  the  county ;  none  better  we  think  in  the  State.  We 
completed  it,  September  1,  1874.  Every  one  is  proud  of  it.  Our  town  had  now 
grown  from  25  to  150  souls ;  my  Sabbath-school  to  45,  and  my  audience  to  an 
average  of  35.  About  this  time  I  received  three  invitations  to  settle  over  churches 
in  this  State,  at  a  salary  of  $1,200.  I  went  to  the  Association,  in  October,  1874, 
fully  determined  to  visit  these  churches  and  settle  with  some  one  of  them. 
(Tulare  is  237  miles  south  of  San  Francisco  by  railroad.  The  nearest  Congrega- 
tional church  north  of  it  at  that  time  was  190  miles  distant ;  the  nearest  south  at 
Los  Angeles,  235  miles  by  railroad  and  stage.  None  nearer  than  Colorado  Terri- 
tory, on  the  east ;  Santa  Barbara  is  the  nearest  on  the  west,  150  miles  over  a  pack 
trail.  No  minister  of  my  denomination  thought  Tulare  to  be  a  place  worthy  of 
notice,  so  I  saw  none.) 

At  the  Association  I  found  the  members  unwilling  that  I  should  leave  Tulare, 
as  they  would  probably  be  unable*to  send  another  man  there.  With  their  promi- 
ses of  more  eflficient  support,  I  came  back  to  stay  another  year.  By  December, 
1874,  I  gathered  enough  to  organize  a  church  of  nine  members.  1  had  received 
for  my  year's  work  $500,  and  a  horse,  presented  by  friends  in  San  Francisco. 
Result :  a  school-house,  costing  $3,500,  besides  the  lots,  all  paid  for ;  a  public 
school  in  session  eight  months,  with  65  pupils ;  a  church  of  nine  members,  with 
an  average  Sabbath  audience  of  forty ;  and  a  Sabbath -school  of  forty-five,  with- 
out a  library. 

July  1st,  1875, 1  accepted  the  permanent  pastorate  of  the  church  at  its  request 
The  nine  members  represented  these  four  denominations :  Congregational,  Presby- 
terian, Northern  Methodist  and  Baptist.  The  name  selected  was  the  "  Church  of 
the  Redeemer,  of  Tulare,'*  (Congregational  in  polity).  In  March,  1875,  one  was 
added  ))y  letter,  giving  us  ten  members.  In  the  last  week  of  that  month  I  went  to 
San  Francisco,  without  saying  a  word  to  my  people  as  to  the  object  of  my  visits 
which  wns  to  get  help  in  building  a  house  of  worship  at  Tulare.  In  two  weeks 
after  I  really  began  to  solicit  funds,  I  left  for  home;  and  on  the  8a!)bath  follow- 
ing surjDrised  my  people  by  stating  that  I  had  in  bank  in  San  Francisco  $1,200 
in  gold,  and  a  pledge  of  $500  more  from  the  Congregational  Union — $1,700  in 
all,  to  help  us  build.  By  the  first  of  May,  it  was  evident  that  we  were  to  suffer 
from  a  drouth.  Every  male  member  of  the  church  went  to  find  work  for  the 
summer,  and  I  was  left  alone.  (The  irrigating  canals  were  not  completed  at 
that  time.) 

May  10th,  1875,  I  commenced  work  on  our  church  building,  30  x  50  feet,  or  58 
feet  including  the  tower.  I  put  in  six  days  of  hard  work  each  week,  until  the 
house  was  finished — fourteen  long  months.  I  sat  up  till  the  small  hours  of  night, 
preparing  for  the  two  Sabbath  services,  superintended  my  Sabbath-scliool,  and 
taught  a  Bible-class  of  young  people.  I  was  the  architect,  master  builder,  jour- 
neyman, workman,  and  the  financier  besides.  The  first  thing  I  did  was  to  pur- 
chase all  the  material  needed,  and  get  it  all  on  the  ground.  I  knew  that  if  I  ran 
short  of  funds  I  could  then  finish  the  house  myself.  While  I  had  funds,  I  employed 
two  carpenters.  I  asked  the  people  here  for  nothing.  I  hoped  to  get  the  building 
up,  80  that  all  could  see  it  would  be  an  honor  to  the  town,  and  then  appeal  for 
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lelp.    I  therefore  poshed  the  house  up,  completmg  the  sides,  roof,  and  spire,  be 
oming  personally  responsible  to  my  two  carpenters  for  $300. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  of  July,  while  I  was  painting  the  upper  part  of  the 
pire,  seventy  feet  high,  I  discovered  the  large  hotel  of  the  railroad  company  to  be 
>n  fire,  and  gave  the  alarm.  In  one  hour  and  a  half  the  entire  business  part  of  our 
own  was  in  ashes.  Sixteen  business  houses  were  burned,  and  so  rapid  was  the 
ire  that  but  little  was  saved.  All  hope  of  getting  help  from  the  people  here  was 
t  an  end,  and  my  carpenters  all  at  once  wanted  their  pay.  The  merchants  wanted 
he  room  I  occupied  in  the  depot,  for  storing  the  few  goods  saved.  The  Railroad 
yompany  told  me  that  they  would  not  put  me  out,  but  if  I  chose  to  give  up  the  room, 
!  could  take  the  seats  and  use  them.  I  gave  up  the  room,  put  down  the  floor  in  the 
hurch  building,  placed  temporary  steps,  moved  the  seats,  and  thus  without  doors 
»r  windows,  held  my  service,  and  we  have  continued  ever  since  to  occupy  the 
louse. 

,The  following  week  I  vbited  Sacramento,  Oakland,  an4  San  Francisco,  raised 
noney  enough  to  pay  off  my  workmen,  and  then  pushed  on  the  house  alone, 
lelp  came  unasked,  in  sums  from  |10  to  |100,  from  churches  and  people  I  never 
Luew.  Two  libraries  of  first  class  books,  250  volumes  in  all,  were  sent  by  a  Boston 
ind  a  Vermont  church.  A  church  in  San  Francisco  sent  us  a  $200  organ.  My 
>eople  were  so  prostrated  by  the  drouth  and  fire  that  they  could  do  nothing  for 
ne  or  the  house,  except  that  the  ladies  carpeted  the  rostrum  and  bought  the 
;handelier.  My  third  year  in  Tulare  closed  with  the  church  building  not  finished, 
hurch- members  ten ;  Sabbath-school,  seventy-five ;  average  audience  fifty ;  a  nine 
Qonths'  public  school  of  110  scholars;  railroad  shops  located  here;  a  population 
f  400  ;  the  burnt  district  built  up. 

January,  1876,  I  entered  upon  my  fourth  year  here.     Between  that  date  and 

ine  1st,  seven  were  added  to  the  church,  making  the  number  seventeen.    June 

Uh  we  finished  the  church  building,  and  dedicated  it,  Sabbath,  June  11,  entirely 

?e  from  debt.     It  cost  $4,000,  or  with  the  lots,  $4,500.     I  put  into  it,  in  work 

d  money,  $1,050.     I  propose  to  build  a  study,  adjoining  the  church,  with  Sab- 

h-school  room,  parlor,  library,  and  reading  room.     The  parlors  an^  reading 

m  I  mean  to  have  kept  open,  day  and  evening,  for  the  benefit  of  the  many 

ng  people  the  railroad  employs  here,  thus  bringing  them  under  good  influences, 

keeping  them  out  of  the  saloons. 


DENOMINATIONAL  COMITY. 

BY  REV.   L.   W.   CHANBT,   OF  lONNBSOTA. 

las  long  seemed  to  me  that  too  much  is  being  made  of  the  evils  of  competi- 

missionary  fields.     I  fear  that  a  false  and  very  injurious  impression  is  often 

n  this  way  upon  the  patrons  of  Home  Missions.     It  is  very  easy  to  draw 

r  pictures  of  the  struggles  of  contending  sects  to  gain  a  foothold  in  these 

d  often  small  Western  communities.     The  poor  missionary  of  each  warring 

wasting  his  abilities  and  his  energies  upon  his  handful  of  parishioners, 

\g  discouraged  sermons  to  empty  benches,  and  almost  starving  upon  his 

ilary — these  always  constitute  a  prominent  figure  in  the  pictures.     The 

9  of  denominational  strife  is   portrayed  in  such  vivid  colors  as  to  shock 

rout  soul,  and  to  confirm  the  skeptic  in  his  opinion  that  religion  is  a 

nd  then  *'  the  wicked  waste  of  consecrated  money  I  *'    How  glaringly  it 

t  out  to  view.     And  how  effectually  does  it  conduce  to  that  "  withhold-* 

;ban  is  meet/'  to  which  the  human  heart  is  so  prone  I 
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Now  I  do  not  say  that  there  is  no  ground  for  these  representations.  I  admit 
that  there  is  friction,  and  even  bitterness,  between  dififerent  denominations,  and 
that  this  is  greatly  to  be  deplored ;  that  churches  are  multiplied  in  some  places 
beyond  the  present,  or  even  the  prospective  wants  of  the  population ;  thus  occa- 
sioning a  waste  of  funds,  and  necessitating  the  ultimate  extinction  of  some  of  those 
churches.  This  blessed  work  of  planting  and  rearing  new  religious  institutions  is 
undoubtedly  marred  by  many  imperfections  and  evils.  In  this  respect  it  is  like 
all  the  undertakings  in  which  human  instrumentality  is  employed.  There  is  room 
for  improvement  in  both  the  spirit  and  method  of  the  work;  but  I  do  not  think 
it  will  be  reached  through  exaggerated  statements  of  the  evil.  A. fter  nearly  five 
years*  experience  in  western  home  missionary  work,  after  having  visited  and 
studied  the  condition  of  nearly  every  home  missionary  church  of  our  order  in 
Southwestern  Minnesota,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  much  of  the  current 
literature  bearing  upon  this  evil  is  very  highly  colored. 

As  a  matter  of  tact,  I  do  not  find  that  these  men  are  wasting  their  energies  upon 
infinitesimal  fields.  I  think  that,  on  an  average,  they  reach  more  souls  than  do 
their  brethren,  who  encounter  less  denominational  competition  in  the  East.  They 
are  not  discouraged  by  the  narrowness,  but  rather  by  the  breadth  of  their  oj^erations. 
And,  as  yet,  I  hear  no  more  complaint  of  starvation  salaries  than  I  used  to  hear 
in  Eastern  towns,  where  one  or  two  churches  had  the  whole  field  to  themselves. 
Nor  do  I  find  that  the  denominational  spirit  is  peculiarly  rancorous  in  the  West 
Some  sharp  things  are  said ;  some  bitter  feelings  are  awakened.  But  I  used  to 
hear  of  these  things  before  I  came  upon  missionary  ground.  And  I  must  say, 
that  I  have  never  known  more  general,  or  more  cordial  cooperation,  than  I  have 
witnessed  here.  I  suppose  that  some  money  is  wasted.  But  when  I  look  upon 
the  grand  work  that  has  been,  and  is  being,  accomplished  by  Home  Missions  in 
this  immense  Western  country,  and  then  turn  to  the  financial  statistics  of  the  work, 
I  am  amazed  at  the  smallness  of  the  expenditure.  It  cannot  be  that  the  waste  has 
been  large. 

While  the  evils  of  denominational  competition  have  been  so  freely  set  forth,  I 
have  looked  in  vain  for  any  recognition  of  benefit  from  that  source.  Some,  no 
doubt,  are  ready  to  ask,  "  Can  any  good  thing  come  out  of  it  ?  "  If  I  had  the 
opportunity,  I  would  say  to  them,  *'  Come  and  see."  In  secular  matters  we  have 
an  adage  to  the  effect,  that  "  competition  is  the  life  of  trade."  And  this  is  a  truth 
which  business  men  well  understand.  Trade,  where  there  is  no  competition,  at 
once  becomes  narrow,  selfish,  unenterprising,  unhelpful  to  the  pul>lic,  and,  in 
the  end,  unprofitable  to  those  who  engage  in  it.  It  ceases  to  attract,  it  even 
repels  the  patronage  that  naturally  belongs  to  it.  And  so  long  as  human 
nature  in  our  churches  is  but  partially  sanctified,  we  ought  not  to  be  surprised  at 
finding  that  its  energy  and  efficiency  in  religious  work  suffers  doss,  where  there  is 
the  want  of  a  similar  stimulus. 

That  such  is  the  case  I  am  convinced.  I  could  tell  of  more  than  one 
mi.ssionary  church,  that  for  a  time  had  its  field  altogether  to  itstlf,  and  that  ac- 
complished very  little  till  another  church  was  planted  by  its  side.  I  think  I  can 
easily  point  out  one  or  two  that  would  probably  do  more  for  the  cause  of  Christ, 
if  they  were  " provoked  unto  love,  and  good  works"  by  another  church  in  tlie 
same  field.  I  recall  churches  with  which  I  have  long  been  acquainted  in  the 
East,  that  stand  alone  in  the  midst  of  ample  parishes,  and  that  have  gone  on  in  an 
unvarying  routine  for  a  generation,  without  growth,  actually  declining  year  by 
year,  while  not  a  few  of  the  families  around  them  are  wholly  untouched  by  the 
power  of  religion. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  have  noticed,  that,  where  there  is  a  vigorous  competition, 
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there  is  more  activity,  more  enterprise,  more  veraatility  in  measures,  more  courtesy 
to  strangers,  more  reaching  out  among  the  neglecters  of  worship,  and  even  more 
warmth  of  brotherly  love  within  the  church  itself ;  and  so  a  greater  work  is  accom- 
plished for  the  Master,  and  for  the  welfare  of  men. 

Entertaining  such  views  of  this  subject,  I  cannot  but  deprecate  the  unmixed 
censure  with  which  some  writers  speak  of  denominational  competition  in  home 
missionary  lields ;  and  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  put  an  end  alto- 
gether to  that  competition,  if  we  had  the  power  to  do  it.  Undoubtedly,  in  some 
localities,  the  number  of  competing  churches  might  be,  and  ought  to  be  dimin- 
ished ;  and  everywhere  strenuous  effort  should  be  made  to  free  the  competition 
from  all  bitterness.  While  I  think  that  great  care  QUght  to  betaken  not  to  in- 
trude a  churcli  where  it  is  not  needed,  upon  ground  already  sufficiently 
and  ^^ciently  occupied,  I  also  regard  the  practice  of  "  preempting,*'  so  to  speak, 
or  of  '*■  entering  a  claim  to ''  a  certain  locality,  and  then  of  warning  oft  all  other 
churches,  as  most  mischievous. 

The  theoi7  is,  that  the  first  one  to  enter  a  field  thereby  gains  a  valid  title  to  it. 
The  missionary  agent,  naturally  ambitious  to  plant  as  many  churches  as  possible, 
rushes  in,  chIIs  together  the  people,  who  are  glad  to  hear  a  sermon  from  any  one, 
preaches  to  them,  and  leaves  an  appointment  for  another  meeting.  He  now  claims 
an  exclusive  right  to  that  field  for  his  own  church.  If  another  agent  or  missionary 
puts  in  an  appointment  there,  he  is  accused  of  **  violating  the  principles  of  de- 
nominational comity.'*  It  may  be,  that  Agent  No.  1  finds  no  members  of  his  own 
church  On  the  ground,  or,  at  most,  but  a  handful  of  them,  while  a  majority  of  the 
people  would  prefer  the  church  polity  represented  by  Agent  No.  2  (a  fact  which 
No.  1  has  been  vei7  careful  not  to  ascertain)  ;  still  No.  1  was  on  the  ground  first, 
and  now  no  other  church  may  be  planted  there.  At  length  the  "  preempt  or  " 
organizes  his  church,  but  it  languishes.  It  has  only  a  name  to  live.  It  does  not 
win  the  people.  It  is  not  a  power  in  the  community.  And  yet  if  another  church 
presunnjs  to  take  up  the  work,  and  to  carry  it  forward  efliciently,  it  is  denounced 
as  an  intruder ;  the  denomination  to  which  it  belongs  is  regarded  as  recreant  to 
the  principles  of  ^*  comity,''  and  is  made  to  feel  almost  that  the  accusation  is  just. 

Now  it  seems  to  me,  that,  when  comity  stands  in  the  way  of  the  salvation  of 
souls,  and  of  the  upbuilding  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  it  is  of  Satan,  and  not  of 
God ;  and  that  when  a  church  becomes  timid,  and  wanting  in  fidelity  to  its  own 
principles,  through  excessive  devotion  to  denominational  comity,  it  deserves  to 
fail. 


HOME  MISSIONARY  EXPERIENCES. 

BY   RBV.    STEWART   SHRLDON. 

It  was  my  lot  to  preach  the  introductory  sermon  at  the  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion, in  one  missionary  field ;  and  when  I  was  just  getting  well  under  way,  an 
insane  man  got  up  to  speak.  **  I  understand,"  he  said,  "  that  this  is  a  Democratic, 
Republican,  Christian  Convention,  and  if  it  is,  I  have  a  right  to  speak."  His 
neighbors  tried  to  quiet  him,  but  he  was  bound  to  speak.  "  I  have  come  pre- 
pared, gentlemen,"  he  said,  as  he  pulled  out  a  revolver  and  a  dirk,  and  threatened 
violence  to  any  who  interfered  with  him.  It  was  a  strange  interruption.  The 
meeting  was  broken  up  ;  but  after  a  little  time,  we  gathered  in  the  school-house,  and 
went  on  with  our  services,  while  our  crazy  friend  and  a  little  cluster  of  men  re- 
mained in  the  church,  and  he  spoke  to  his  heart's  content. 
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The  whole  number  in  our  society  in  this  field  when  we  began,  counting  all  of 
every  household,  was  just  forty-three,  and  a  pretty  good  sprinkling  of  these  were 
babies ;  but,  remembering  that  oaks  come  from  acorns,  we  concluded  to  go  ahead. 
'We  had  our  meetings  at  first,  for  want  of  a  better  place,  over  a  wholesale  liquor 
store.  Though  the  sanctuary  was  not  very  desirable,  it  was  this  or  nothing.  So  we 
organized  our  church,  aud  held  our  Sabbath-school  and  prayer-meetings  here,  till 
the  beginning  of  the  second  year.  Then  the  young  men,  about  six  in  alL  just 
starting  in  business,  said,  ^*  We  must  Iiave  a  house  of  worship.  If  necessary,  we 
will  give  all  we  can  make  for  a  year,  above  our  living ;  but  a  house  for  the  Lord 
we  must  have.*' 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that,  with  such  a  disposition,  the  church  was  built 
and  paid  for.  The  pews  were  nearly  all  taken  at  once,  and  the  congregation  was 
very  much  increased.  In  a  little  while  we  were  able  to  say  to  the  Home  Missionary 
Society,  *'  We  are  now  strong  enough  to  go  alone  ;  thank  you ;  good-bye." 

At  the  close  of  a  Sabbath  evening  service,  I  ventured  to  ask  any  who  desired  the 
prayers  of  Christians  to  signify  it.  To  my  surprise,  a  young  lady  among  the  last 
that  I  should  have  thought  of,  arose.  A  revival  followed,  resulting  in  the  conver- 
sion of  about  sixty  persons.  A  goodly  number  united  with  the  church.  Among 
other  interesting  cases  was  that  of  a  young  lawyer,  who  had  squandered  quite  a 
fortune  by  his  reckless  life,  and  who  was  so  indifferent  to  every  thing  good  that 
he  was  generally  regarded  as  hopeless. 

As  I  took  the  cars  one  day  to  go  to  a  neighboring  town,  he  also  got  in  and 
seated  himself  by  me.  Almost  immediately  he  introduced  the  subject  of  religion, 
by  saying  that  he  had  been  thinking  very  seriously  of  late  about  trying  to  lead  a 
different  life,  and  requesting  me  to  call  at  his  house  and  see  him.  He  soon  united 
with  the  church,  and  remained  a  consistent  member  till  be  left  the  place.  An- 
other young  man  who  had  been  trying  to  be  a  Universalist  became  interested, 
and  said  one  day,  **  It  isn't  right  to  bring  up  children  as  w^e  are  doing,  without 
any  family  religion  ;  and  now  Tm  going  to  talk  with  my  wife  about  it  this  even- 
ing." So  when  the  children  had  retired  for  the  night,  he  mentioned  the  subject 
with  much  fear  and  trembling.  To  his  surprise  and  joy,  he  found  that  she  had 
been  feeling  very  much  as  he  had.  The  next  morning  the  family  altar  was  set 
up.  *' And  now,''  he  asked,  "shall  I  unite  with  the  church?  No,  I  can  leads 
Christian  life  without."  But  the  next  time  he  opened  the  Bible  his  eyes  fell  on 
the  passage,  *^  Whosoever  shall  be  ashamed  of  me  aud  of  my  words,  of  him  also 
shall  the  Son  of  man  be  ashamed  when  he  cometh  in  the  glory  of  his  Father  with 
the  holy  angels."  **  Ah,"  said  he,  *'  Tve  got  to  show  my  colors.  I  must  come  out 
and  profess  Christ  before  the  world  !  "  He  did  so ;  his  wife  came  also,  and  they 
brought  their  four  children,  and  gave  them  to  God  in  baptism,  on  the  first  Sabbath 
that  we  met  in  the  new  church. 

Another  interesting  cose  was  that  of  a  man  eighty  years  of  age,  who  felt  that 
before  joining  the  church  in  heaven  he  would  like  to  join  on  earth.  He  had  ex- 
pected to  be  at  the  meeting  for  the  examination  of  candidates,  but  was  hindered 
by  feeble  health  on  that  day.  So,  just  as  the  Sabbath  afternoon  services  were 
commencing,  he  came  to  the  church  with  staff  in  hand,  called  me  into  the  vesti- 
bule, and  with  tears  in  his  eyes  said,  '*  I  want  to  unite  with  the  rest  of  them  ;  can 
I  do  so  at  this  late  hour  ?  "  "  Oh  yea,  happy  to  have  you."  He  gave  his  "  expe- 
lience  "  before  the  congregation,  and  was  received.  It  was  an  affecting  siglit; 
an  old  man  with  his  locks  as  white  as  snow,  yet  a  little  child  in  Christian  faith 
and  hope.  He  stood  up  with  children  and  young  men,  and  maidens,  whose  hearts 
had  alike  been  touched  with  the  finger  of  God's  love,  and  publicly  professed 
Christ,  who  said,  '*  I  also  will  confess  you." 


1878.  THE  HOME  MI88IOKABY.  259 

In  behalf  of  the  young  men  who  took  hold  of  this  church  building  with  such 
devotion,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  they  have  all  succeeded  in  business,  and  are  well- 
to-do  in  the  world,  though  at  the  time  of  their  endeavors  to  build  the  Lord^s 
house  tlie  finances  of  the  country  were  in  a  state  of  great  embarrassment,  and 
many  of  their  neighbors  had  to  go  into  bankruptcy.  "  Them  that  honor  me  I 
will  honor,''  said  God.  If  blessing  in  basket  and  store  is  one  way  of  bestowing 
such  honor,  they  surely  were  not  forgotten. 

The  first  small  church  which  they  built  has  given  way  to  a  beautiful  brick 
structure,  and  corresponding'  prosperity  abounds  there.  The  little  band  of  forty- 
three  has  grown  to  more  than  ten  times  that  number,  and  who  can  estimate  the 
good  that  shall  come  from  the  planting  of  that  little  home  missionary  seed  ? 


^H^imu^  §tiU\Upnu» 

WASHINGTON.  complete,  which  does  not  take  into  ac- 

Bev.  P.  Harrison,  8ehame,  count  the  influence  of  that  wine-making 

HIS  FIELD  NARROWING.  ^hich  is  the  great  business  interest  and 

,    .           , .,           .             .  the  great  curse  of  this  valley.     There  is. 

Our  church  >s  steadily  movmg  on  in  j                 ^^  ^^^^^  community  in  Cali- 

the  work  of  the  Lord.    I  have  been  to  j^^,     ^^^  thoroughly  identified  with 

Fidalgo  and  the  Quemes    Islands  but  .^  t^an  this.    Even  in  this  year  of  small 

once  during  the  quarter.    The  Rev.  E.  auction,  there  has  been  made  here- 

O.    Tnde,    a    Congregational   minister,  abouts  not  far  from  1.000,000  gallons  of 

having  come  to  the  island  to  plant  a  ^j^^^.  ^^^  j  ^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^j^i^^^  ^i^^t 

seminary,  that  is  hoped  to  grow  soon  ^,  ..  ^^^^^  ^^  y^^^  consumed  an  equal 

into     a    Congregational    college,    has  amount."    Whatever  the  connection,  the 

preached  there  for  me.     He  has  con-  ^^^  .^  ^^^            ^  ^^^^  drunkenness  is 

eluded  to  take  Fidalgo  the  portage,  a  ^j^^j^  j     c„„„o„.     I  cannot  doubt 

small  town  lately  started  which  will,  it  ^^^^  ^^^  occupation  and  the  vioe  walk 

is  expected,  become  an  important  ship-  ^^^^   .^    ^^^^       ,j,^.^    conclusion  has 

ping  point   and  also  the  Guemes  as  a  ^^  ^^^^  upon  me  by  careful  observa- 

missionary  field;  so  relieving  me  of  that  ^.^^  during  the  summer ;  and  bitterly  do 

labor.  I  deprecate  the  grasp  which  alcohol  seems 

The  leader  of  another  denomination,  ^^^  ^  ^^^^             ^^^  p^^^,,^.,  t^^^^^^ 

who  has  been  waiting  two  or  three  years  j^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^  everywhere,  and 

for  me  to  die,  or  be  starved  out,  tired  of  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ,i^tg„  „„. 

waiting,  has  at  last  held  a  camp  meeting  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^           j     ^^y  y^^  ^^^-^  I 

at  Ferndale,  organized  a  class  sent  on  a  ^^  ^^  ^^^^             i„^t  j,,„t  invisible 

preacher  to  preach  once  in  three  weeks  ,^^^  ^^^^^    inpregnable  barrier,  which 

in  Semiahmoo,  Ferndale,  and  Whatcom  ^^^  y         .^^^^^^  .^  t^^  ^^^t^^  „,  i„  ^^^ 

_^ue  mile  away.     So  the  little  flock  is  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  the  Spirit  of  all  grace, 

sabdivided  again.  


COLORADO. 


CALIFORNIA.  Bet.  A.  K.  Paekard,  Greeley. 

A  Mimionary.  A  health  THrp. 

THE  WINK  CURSE.  The  Season,  by  contrast,    vividly  re- 

I  feel  that  no  explanation  of  the  ap-  minds  me  of  my  last  quarter's  Ue8.lt\vlTi.^ 

parent  fruitleasness  of  preaching  can  be  with  out  btottvct  ft«\V.wt  «q^  \iv%\'».\sHv^ 
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I  took  tlireeof  my  family,  with  my  own  it  pleased  God  to  give  us  an  abundant 
ponies  and  wagon,  and  with  scarcely  harvest,  last  autumn,  which  has  greatly 
more  expense  than  we  should  liave  had  revived  the  de8)K>ndent  spirits  of  our 
at  home.  We  were  gone  twenty-four  people,  and  imparted  new  life  and* 
days,  camping  out  every  night  after  tlie  energy  to  our  business  circles.  Two  of 
first  at  Denver.  My  daughter  and  my-  the  six  meml^ersof  our  church  who  went 
self  rode  GOO  miles,  including  side  trips,  away  discouraged  have  returned,  and  we 
We  were  in  ten  counties,  and  looked  look  for  more  to  follow, 
from  the  mountains  into  I  don't  know  The  services  on  Sunday  during  the 
how  many  more.  The  first  and  last  Sun-  last  three  months  have  been  well  at- 
days  we  were  in  the  neighborhood  of  tended,  and  the  Sabbath -school  is  in  a 
churches.  On  the  second  we  rode  nine  good  condition.  Much  fervent  grati- 
miles  to  hold  a  service  in  a  mining  town,  tude  to  God  is  expressed  in  our  prayer- 
Alpine,  where  we  were  told  they  had  meetings  for  averting  the  grasshopper 
not  had  one  for  two  years.  We  were  plague,  and  so  abundantly  blessing  us. 
received  with  thanks,  and  had  a  very  I  have  succeeded  in  gathering  again  the 
attentive  congregation  in  a  large  unfur-  church  at  Lincoln  Center,  whicli  had 
nished  parlor,  seated  with  boxes  and  mostly  disbanded,  owing  to  the  late  Mr. 
boards  for  the  occasion.  The  trip  was  Morrison's  illness  and  death.  I  preach 
not  undertaken  for  missionary  labors,  for  them  on  alternate  Sunday  afternoons, 
but  in  search  of  health  and  vigor  by  They  have  a  flourishing  Sabl)ath-scbdoL 
rest  from  ordinary  labor,  the  enjoyment  I  have  opened  another  preaching  point, 
of  new  scenes  among  the  mountains,  re-  three  miles  from  Canton.  Some  of  our 
freshment  from  the  purer  atmospliere,  members  living  in  that  vicinity  bare 
springs  and  streams  of  water,  and  the  organized  a  Sabbath-school  there,  with 
exhilaration  the  high  hills  inspire.  You  very  encouraging  prospects, 
would  not  smile  at  the  reference  to  the 
mountain  streams  if  you  had  drank  of 

them.     I  needed  the  trip  and  gained  by  KANSAS. 

it,  even  more  than  I  expected.    We  went  j^  jj  j^^^  Diaviond  8jyring$. 

to  and  along  the  Arkansas,  and  saw  the  _  „,^„-..«„.„  « .  «,„„ 

^-.^•i.-.  .1  .«T  AN   KXTENSrVTE  PARISH. 

Grand  Cafion,  besides  others.     We  as-  .  ,  „         ,  .  , 

■I  J    4.1  4  .        I,.   1        .1  You  will  recollect  that  my  parish  ex- 

cended   three    mountains    higher    than        x  wu  «  i  j  i 

Pike's  or  Long'8  Peak,  and  most  of  the   t^"""*  "P  ""'^  ^'''^  *,  ""'"^  ""l'  "'^ 
time  we  were  in  the  mountains.     After   '»>l«y'  °'"  twenty  milps  long  and  aver- 

.         T  X       J  4.  J         nt,   aerincr  sav  one  mile  in  widtli,  and  for  the 

my   return   I  found    unexpected   profit   ""h^^h  ^"-j         .    ,     .    ,       ,\.  , 

from  the  trip,  in  its  suggestions  and  il-  «"»«'  P""-'  «°*";«^y  '^'"'f'*  i'""'"  °*'"=' 

lustrations  of  sermons  on  "the  knowl-  settlements.     The  uplands  adjacent  art 

edge  of  Ood  through  a  knowledge  of  unsett  ed  and  only  used  for  pasturage, 

the  mountains,"  on  "  dwelling  in  taber-  ^y  little  church,  of  about  thirty  mcm- 

nacles,"  and  on  "getting  home,"  from  the  bera,  is  located  six  miles  from  the  head 

text.  "  for  we  know  that  if  our  earthly  <>*  ^^^  '""^y-    I'  '"  ^''^V^f  "'0^"^  ^^ 

house   be   dissolved,"   etc.     They  were  »  «=<'l°°y  ^^'"^  ^*"!  °"»  ^'■""\  '"•"°'' 

not  fancy  sermons,  and  seemed  to  pro-  «g''t  y«=«™  «g°:  ,  Unfortunately  these 

duce  a  useful  impression.  *<""'"««  l"''^  hMo  kept  mostly  by 

themselves ;  so  that-it  has  been  rare  for 

any  of  the  adjacent  settlers  to  be  found 

DAKOTA.  .j^  ^^j^.j.  meetings,     i  have  been  sorry  to 

Rev.  D.  T/iamnSy  Canton,  fijj^  ^qq  j^tle  sympathy  between  them 

BRiOHTBK  PROSPECTS.  and  their  neighbors. 

After  suffering  from  the  ravages  of  I  try  to  "  occupy  "  the  whole  valley, 

grasshoppers  for  three  successive  years,  and  to  interest  the  brethren  in  it  as  their 
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field  of  missionsr;  labor.  There  ai* 
seven  achool  dietricti  with  excellent 
■chool -houses,  in  three  of  which  I  preach 
regulirlj  j  in  two  others  occasiunall;. 
There  b  no  other  religious  organizatioii 
in  the  tbUcj  except  a  Suuthem  Metho- 
dist society  of  leas  than  a  dozen  mem- 
bers, that  has  preaching  once  a  month. 
There  are  no  other  religious  serriccK 
nearer  than  six  or  eight  miles.  Of  course 
most  of  the  people  are  utterly  indifferent 
to  religion.  Outude  of  twelve  or  fiFteetJ 
families,  there  is  no  Sabbath.  When 
work  is  pressing,  it  is  devoted  to  that— 
at  other  times  it  is  a  day  of  visiting  and 
recreatioD.- 

Here  is  a  census  I  have  recently  takec 
of  these  seven  school  districts:  Whole 
number  of  families,  67;  of  people,  476 ; 
members  of  Congregations!  Church,  81 ; 
formerly  mombets  of  Presbyteriar 
Church,  18;  of  H.  E.  Church,  14;  of 
CHmpbellite,  10;  of  regular  Baptist,  4; 
of  Ironside  Ditto,  2;  of  Bcvenih  Daj 
Ditto,  2  ;  of  United  Ditto,  3  ;  of  Adven^ 
tists,  6;  of  Quakers,  3;  of  Latherans, 
13;   of  M.  E.  South,  8;  Catholics,  28. 

The  number  who  have  been  cliurch- 
membeis  you  will  see  is  quite  large. 
But  it  must  be  boroo  in  mind  that  a 
large  proportion  of  these  have  no  present 
church  connection,  and  very  many  make 
no  profession  of  present  Christian  char- 
acter and  life.  If  these  people  wer 
living  around  a  common  center,  the  cast 
would  be  different;  but  they  are  scat- 
tered up  and  down  the  creufc  and  tribu- 
taries. N\)t  one-fourth  of  these  former 
professors  of  religion  attend  preaching 
once  a  month — many  not  once  a  year. 

In  many  respects  the  field  is  discour- 
aging. But  tonf^ody  ought  to  care  for 
these  souls,  and  it  naturally  falls  to  us. 
If  we  do  not,  there  is  little  hope  for  it 
for  B  generation  to  come. 

MINNESOTA. 
Bee.    W.  Oili,  ManlomilU. 

UHDSH  THB   ROD. 

During  the  last  quarter  we  have  been 
pasnng  under  th»  rod.    The  Icat  of  July 

a 


our  daughter  was  stung  on  the  head  by 
a  bee,  which  brought  on  convulsions  for 
two  days,  followed  by  nausea,  causing 
such  a  shock  to  the  nervous  system  that 
she  did  not  recover  for  eight  weeks. 
We  feared  mental  aberration,  and  sent 
her  to  Illinois  for  treatment  She  is 
DOW  apparently  well.  Before  she  left, 
one  of  our  boys  was  taken  with  typhoid 
fever,  and  was  nine  or  ten  weeks  helpless. 
For  five  weeks  he  could  not  speak.  As 
he  began  to  gain,  the  other  two  boys 
were  seized,  and  two  weeks  ago  our 
youngest  was  taken  from  us — a  very 
dear  aud  promising  boy  of  seven  years. 
So  that  from  the  first  of  August  to  the 
first  of  Pecember,  I  think  we  were  all 
in  bed  and  blew  out  our  lights  but  one 
whole  night ;  so  I  have  been  able  to  do 
little  beyond  the  bare  supply  of  my 
pulpit.  I  have  paid  in  all  $122  in 
doctors'  bills,  and  our  expenses  have 
been  very  great. 


Things  now  look  more  hopeful.  My 
audiences  are  large.  To  meet  a  phase 
of  skepticism,  I  have  begun  a  series  of 
Sabbath  evening  lectures  on  "  The  Ac- 
'  count  of  Creation  in  Genesis  in  the  Light 
of  Modem  Science."  All  classes  attend. 
Last  Sabbath  evening,  extra  seats  had  to 
be  brought  in.  I  hope  to  do  them  good  ; 
to  help  some  out  of  skepticism,  and 
then  reach  them  with  the  gospel.  This 
aecessitates  hard  work,  but  I  know  of 
30  better  way  to  forestall  the  assaults  of 
tpiritist  and  infidel  lecturers,  to  which 
we  are  continually  subjected. 

WISCONSIN. 
Ben.  J.  Fauett,  Sartland. 

TKK    CUJUDS    LIFTIKO. 

Thus  far,  tliis  has  been  a  year  of  toil  ' 
»nd  anxiety,  mostly  in  darkness ;  but  the 
clouds  seem  to  be  lifting  a  little.  Early 
in  the  autumn  I  resolved  on  a  final  and 
determined  effort  for  the  whole  winter; 
in  ore  direct  and  pointed  preaching, 
mare  futhrul  pastoral  work,  and  then 
1^11  ia  all  the  aids  within  reach.     For 
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fourSabl>Bths  wc  had  lujincD's  meetings, 
aBsiBted  b;  help  from  abroad  ;  then  we 
had  a  feltowahip  meetiDg,  which  was  a 
success.  Brother  Lewia,  the  lay  evange- 
list  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  this  Stat*-,  haa 
just  closed  au  eamebt  and  faithful  iter- 
Tice  of  about  oue  weelt  with  us.  Itu- 
sults;  three  clear  eoiiversiotis ;  several 
hopeful ;  in  all  about  twtnty-five  pro- 
fessedlj  seeking  Christ;  several  mem- 
beiB  of  the  church  quickened,  and  the 
general  outlook  a,  little  mure  hopefuL 

MISSOURI, 
ifeu,  J.  a.  Bailey,  Windtor. 

RBVITAL. 

Since  mj  last  report,  we  have  been 
blessed  b;  the  ontpiiuring  of  the  Uol; 
Spirit.  Bup't  West  came  and  aaaiBted 
me  for  one  week.  Our  brethren  and 
sisters  took  hold  of  the  work  with  a  will, 
aud  fruits  were  soon  gathered.  Ood 
greatlj  blessed  us  all.  Old  and  appar- 
ently dead  stocks,  uader  the  power  of 
the  Spirit,  gKTa  ua  a  few  live  branches, 
aud  we  hope  fur  more  and  better  still. 

At  Green  Hidgc,  my  church  has  been 
weakened  by  the  removal  of  one  family, 
six  of  whom  were  metnbera  of  the 
church.  The  father  was  our  financial 
leader ;  but  for  all  that  we  are  buUding 
a  bouse  of  worship.  The  site  is  given, 
and  the  foundation  stones  are  on  it, 
ready  to  lay  up.  We  expect  to  build 
20  X  40  feet.  The  people  mean  to  do 
most  uf  the  work,  aud  to  pay  for  the 
house,  with  $100  pleilged  by  me  from 
the  Windsor  church,  and  fOO  from  Dr. 
Qoodell's  Pilgrim  Church,  Saint  Louis. 
We  hope  to  get  into  our  boose  by  the 
first  of  May.' 

ILLINOIS. 

Sm).  p.   F.  Warjur,  MaUoon. 

TEMPKBANCK    REVIVAL. 

The  whole  town  is  Just  now  in  the 
midst  of  a  temperance  revival  of  great 
power.  The  list  of  signers  to  the  pledge 
is  swelled  b;  au  average  of  about  100 
every  night,  including  numbers  of  drink- 
ing' and  iateraperate  men. 


Harcb, 

We  have  been  assisted  in  this  work, 
for  eight  evenings,  by  Hr.  Page  Iron 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  a  Congregational  isiiiit- 
ter,  who  has  developed  great  power  H 
a  tem]>erance  lecturer.  Daily  prayet- 
meetings  are  held  In  connection  with  tbe 
lectures,  and  the  movement  sr«ms  tfl  b« 
leading  on  to  a  yet  dee))er  work  of  gract. 

We  are  looking  contidenlly  for  >L 
The  meetings  will  be  continued  at  leul 
another  week  after  this.  The  work  hu 
developed  the  fact  that  there  has  been 
considerable  drinking  among  a  class  of 
people  not  supposed  to  be  addicted  to 

NEW  YORK. 

A  it'iMionary  in  thft  Woodi. 

OUtt    SOKE     FROHTIEB. 

We  have  just  received  a  box  of  cloth- 
ing from  ladies  who  have  shown  inter- 
est in  us  for  years,  and  sent  this,  as  thej 
said,  for  us  to  remi-mber  them  by.  It 
was  not  a  full  supply,  but  it  relieved 
some  of  our  needs,  and  we  are  very 
grateful  to  them  for  their  kindnea. 
We  have  served  for  nearly  twenty  jean 
on  missionary  fields,  but  the  last  t«o 
years  have  been  the  hardest  of  all.  We 
have  a  large  family,  and  it  has  been  im- 
possible to  feed  and  clothe  them  suffi- 
ciently, on  our  small  salary.  One  of  out 
sons,  thirteen  years  old.  could  not  go 
to  Sunday-school  the  last  summer  and 
fall,  for  want  of  clothing.  Another, 
fifteen  years  old,  has  been  ouly  |>art  of 
the  time,  for  the  same  reason.  They 
now  hare  no  Sunday  clothing,  and  we 
have  no  money  to  buy  it.  Our  eldest 
daughter  at  home,  nineteen  yeais  old, 
is  kept  from  church,  for  want  of  clothing 
like  that  of  other  young  people  who  gi>- 

We  have  lately  been  making  an  efiurt 
to  gut  a  bam  for  the  parsonage,  and  I 
think  we  shall  sncceed.  The;  are  work- 
ing on  the  frame  lo-day. 

Here  are  a  few  extracts  from  my 
diary; 

Sunday,  Nov.  25.  Traveled  28  miles, 
preached  twice,  and  led  a  prayer- meetiDg. 
Monday,  traveled  twenty  miles  to  gel 
family  supplies.  Tuesday,  stuted  out, 
with  one  of  the  brethrvo,  to  beg  lumber 
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for  the  bam.     Got  2,130  feet  promised, 
and  traveled  eighteen  miles ;  about  half 
the  distance  on  foot.  Wednesday,  begged 
1,168  feet  of  lumber;  walked  eighteen 
miles ;  led  a  prayer-meeting  in  the  even- 
ing.      Thursday,    Thanksgiving    Day, 
8]>ent  at  home  with  my  family.     Friday, 
chopped  wood  and  prepared  a  funeral 
sermon.    Saturday,  traveled  six  miles  on 
foot,    preached   a    funeral  sermon  and 
chopped  wood   for  Sunday.      Sunday, 
preached  twice,  and  led  a  prayer-meet- 
ing in  the  evening. 

Bev,  D.  B.  Bradford^  Bangor, 

BKVIVAL. 

We   are  rejoicing  in  one  of  the  most 


pleasing  works  of  grace  seen  for  many  a 
long  year,  and  never  before  in  this 
society.  About  forty,  mostly  adults, 
have  openly  committed  themselves  to 
the  cause  of  Christ.  New  family  altara 
have  been  erected,  and  in  some  cases  by 
converted  women,  whose  husbands  have 
not  yet  learned  how  to  pray.  Twenty- 
eight  of  the  converts  are  now  members 
of  the  church,  and  others  will  avail 
themselves  of  the  next  opportunity.  It  is 
wonderful  how  strong  they  seem,  and 
how  rapidly  they  mature?  From  the 
time  Mr.  Foote,  the  evangelist,  left  us, 
they  have  kept  up  a  weekly  meeting,  of 
their  own,  which  is  of  surprising  interest 
and  power. 


^\nt\UxiU)x$. 


THE   TREASURY. 

For  the  third  time  in  succession  we 
are  permitted,  in  this  brief  monthly  state- 
ment, to  speak  of  advance  in  the  payment 
of  the  debt.  Early  in  December  the 
arrears  were  close  upon  $35,000.  To- 
day they  are  not  quite  $20,000.  But  that 
sum  is  held  back  from  almost  three  hun- 
dred missionaries.  Some  of  them  have 
been  waiting  nearly  three  months  for  a 
part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  money  still 
due,  at  the  cost  of  much  discomfort, 
anxiety,  and  in  some  cases  suffering. 

Shall  not  this  material  decrease  of  the 
debt  quicken  the  friends  of  Home  Mis- 
sions to  rally  for  the  speedy  wiping  out 
of  the  rest  of  it? 

An  excellent  lady  in  Boston,  whose 
heart  has  been  burdened  on  account  of 
the  debt,  has  generously  offered  to  be  one 
of  forty  to  pay  $500  each,  to  cancel  it 
Or,  if,  with  her  $500,  the  arrears  shall 
l>e  paid  by  the  close  of  the  Society's 
linancial  year,  March  81st,  her  offer 
sliall  hold. 

There  is  no  reason  why  ever-ready 
ilassachnsetta,  or  even  all  New  England, 
should  be  called  on  for  the  entire  sum 
needed.  Those  generous  States  will  do 
tlieir  share,  no  doubt    But  we  are  devis- 


ing a  plan  for  enlisting  the  Interior  and 
Western  States,  as  well.  And,  before  this 
reaches  our  readers,  those  States  will  be 
called  on  to  make  up  each  its  quota  of 
a  special  offering  for  this  purpose,  not 
to  interfere  witli  their  regular  annual 
contributions.  Will  the  Society's  super- 
intendents, the  missionary  committees, 
and  other  Western  friends  see  to  it  that 
those  States  be  not  behind  the  East  in 
taking  up  their  just  share  of  the  burden  ? 
With  a  strong,  hearty  movement,  all 
along  the  line,  this  hindrance  can  be  re- 
moved; the  hearts  of  tlie  missionaries 
may  be  cheered  as  they  liave  not  been 
for  many  a  day ;  the  new  year  may  open 
on  a  replenished  treasury ;  and  the  work 
may  receive  an  impulse  that  shall  make 
its  fifty- third  year  long  memorable  for 
grand  successes. 

A  WORD  WITH  OUR  FRIENDS. 
Before  the  meeting  of  the  late 
National  Council,  criticism  on  this 
Society  was  chiefly  directed  toward  its 
administration.  Since  the  decisive  ver- 
dict which  that  body  pronounced,  after 
as  thorough  and  \mpM\.\»\.  «iaAB\TA.>Sv^^ 
as  could  be  gi-ven  lo  V\\^  m«X\.«t,  ^^  ^\vt- 
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rent  has  turned  to  more  fundamental 
questions.  Some  are  now  discussing 
the  expediency  of  abandoning  the  present 
system,  and  making  an  entire  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  Society  and  its  auxiliaries. 
In  some  quarters  these  questions  are 
raised :  whether  the  Society  shall  remain 
in  New  York,  under  its  charter,  or  re- 
move to  some  city  or  village  in  New 
England  or  the  West  ?  whether  the  aux- 
iliaries shall  continue  their  separate  ex- 
istence, or  be  consolidated  with  the 
National  Society  ?  whether  the  whole 
system,  that  has  served  so  well  for  more 
than  half  a  century,  shall  not  now  be 
reduced  to  a  **  nucleus  "  (protoplastic  ?) 
out  of  which  some  new  institution  may 
be  evolved  ? 

Whether  the  present  is  a  favorable 
time  to  agitate  such  questions,  and  to 
effect  either  of  these  forms  of  revolution, 
the  real  friends  of  Home  Missions  should 
decide. 

The  executive  officers  of  the  Society 
have  taken  no  part,  nor  as  at  present 
advised  do  they  propose  to  take  any 
part,  in  this  discussion.  They  were  ap- 
pointed to  administer  the  Society's  work 
on  the  basis  of  its  constitution ;  not  to 
revolutionize  it.  Now,  as  always,  they 
gladly  welcome  suggestions  in  reference 
to  such  changes  of  policy  as  they  are 
competent  to  make,  and  as  circumstances 
require.  They  will  seek,  as  they  have 
ever  sought,  to  ascertain  the  wishes  of 
t'le  churches  and  intelligent  patrons 
of  the  Home  Missionary  work,  and  to 
cjmply  with  them  when  warranted 
by  experience,  or  fair  prospect  of  gain, 
in  doing  so.  They  have  made  impor- 
tant changes,  year  by  year,  as  the  growth 
and  altered  conditions  of  the  work 
seemed  to  demand.  They  have  recently 
made'changes  and  are  effecting  others, 
for  the  saving  of  expense  in  the  office 
and  in  the  field. 

But  the  reconatinietion  of  the  Society 
does  not  belong  to  them.  They  are 
limited  by  the  principles  of  its  consti- 
tution, and  can  only  prosecute  the 
work,  according  to  their  best  judgment 
in  the  methods  it  preacrVbea,    TYi^i^  V\\i 


loyally  carry  out  whateyer  dedsion  as  to 
these  proposed  changes  the  actual  con- 
stituency (the  pecuniary  sapporten)  of 
the  Society  may  reach. 

Pending  all  these  discusBioiii,  tlie 
work  itself — the  Society's  one  "rpasm 
for  being'' — is  necessarily  hisdered. 
The  great  body  of  our  patrons  sod 
churches,  we  know,  see  in  what  the 
Society  has  accomplished,  nnder  its 
present  constitution,  good  rea^-on  to  hope 
that  it  is  eqnal  to  still  greater  fnture 
success,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  if  it 
shall  have  hearty  and  steady  sappoit 
Will  not  the  tried  stannch  friends  of 
the  Society,  who  know,  and  in  the  mtm 
approve  its  policy  and  methods,  send 
in  their  money  all  the  more  freely  in 
this  troublous  time?  We  look  con- 
fidently to  them  for  a  new,  strong,  em- 
phatic impulse  to  the  cause  they  love— 
the  cause  which  has  received  such  tokens 
of  favor  from  their  and  our  Redeemer. 


FURTHER   RETRENCHMENT. 

THE  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

The  laborers  employed  by  this  Soci- 
ety in  missionary  service  are  of  three 
classes — local  missionaries,  general  mis- 
sionaries, and  superintendents.  The  sn- 
perintendents  are  not  "  officers  "  of  the 
Society,  as  has  recently  been  stated  in 
the  papers,  and  are  not  to  be  reckoned 
among  those  engaged  in  administratioo, 
but  are  correctly  classed  as  musumarin; 
for  their  work  is  truly  missionary, 
though  partly  of  a  general  and  supervi- 
sory character.  The  Presbyterian  Botrd 
of  Home  Missions  designates  those  whom 
it  employs  in  the  same  work,  as  "st* 
nodical  missionaries.''     The  services  of 

m 

superintendents  are  indispensable  to  the 
efficiency  and  even  to  the  economy  of 
the  Society's  operations.  l%ey  eanMi 
he  dispensed  with. 

But  the  support  of  these  laborers  in- 
Tolves  a  large  expenditure ;  though  it  is 
by  no  means  so  large  as  has  been  recently 
stated  in  a  religious  journal,  where  the 
salaries  of  the  general  missionaries  were 
Vt^VLOTisd  in  with  the  expense  of  support- 
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ing  tho  snperintcDdonts.  Men  who  are 
fitted  for  such  a  responsible  and  largely 
discretionary  senrice,  and  who  are  in 
request  for  other  important  positions, 
affording  ample  remuneration  for  less 
arduous  labors,  cannot  be  obtained  and 
retained  for  the  minimum  of  ministerial 
support,  however  much  we  may  wish  it 
otherwise.  Their  maintenance,  there- 
fore, does  and  must  involve  a  large  out- 
lay from  the  treasury  of  the  Society. 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  commit- 
tee  to  employ  but  one  superiDtendent  in 
a  State.  They  have  departed  from  this 
rule  in  a  few  instances  only,  and  never 
except  at  the  urgent  solicitation  of  those 
friends  of  the  cause  at  the  West,  whose 
wisdom  and  experience  entitled  their 
opinions  to  great  weight  Indeed,  the 
Bumber  of  superintendents  has  always 
been  less  than,  in  the  judgment  of  such 
men,  the  exigencies  of  the  work  required. 
Tlie  number  now  employed  is  thirteen. 
Their  fields  embrace  the  following  States : 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Michigan, 
Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Kansas, 
Nebraska,  California;  and  their  occa- 
sional labors  are  extended  into  other 
States  and  Territories.  From  five  of  the 
States  named,  urgent  reque<d»  have  been 
received  to  appoint  at  least  one  addi- 
tional superintendent  in  each  ;  and  these 
requests  have  been  enforced  by  weighty 
considerations.  But  the  committee,  in- 
stead of  making  new  appointments,  have 
been  compelled,  by  the  condition  and 
prospects  of  the  treasury,  'to  consider 
whether  they  ought  not  to  dispense  with 
the  valuable  services  of  several  of  those 
now  engaged  in  this  work.  After  de- 
laying action  for  several  months,  in  the 
hope  that  enlarged  contributions  from 
the  churches  would  render  it  unnecessary, 
they  adopted,  in  December  last,  the  fol- 
lowing minute : 

BMohedy  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this 
Committee,  the  time  has  come  when,  in 
States  east  of  the  Mississippi,  only  one 
Superintendent  each  should  be  em- 
ployed ;  and  that  the  Secretaries  be  re- 
quested to  make  arrangements  for  the 
carrying  out  of  this  resolution,  at  the 
earliest  practicable  date. 


It  is  proper  to  say  that  some  of  the 
best  friends  of  the  Societv  at  the  West 
earnestly  deprecate  this  change ;  and  the 
Committee  fully  appreciate  the  strong 
reasons  urged  against  it.  But  necessity 
is  laid  upon  them  to  adhere  to  the  action 
which  they  have  taken.  They  do  it, 
however,  with  profound  sorrow,  and 
with  tho  hope  and  prayer  that  such 
speedy  relief  will  come  to  the  treasury 
as  will  save  them  from  the  necessity 
of  reducing  still  further  the  force  em- 
ployed to  take  possession  of  this  land 
for  Christ. 


THE   MISSIONARY  WHO   GOT 
UP   THE   DINNER. 

BY    REV.   JOSEPH  E.   ROY,   D.D.,   CHICAGO. 

His  home  was  a  little  lone  house  upon 
the  prairie,  over  which  were  scattered 
the  few  sheep  of  his  spiritual  flock, 
which,  on  the  Lord's  Day,  he  folded  in 
a  small  school-house.  A  son  of  Massa- 
chusetts, he  had  received  only  her  com- 
mon school  education.  He  had  been  a 
stone-mason  by  trade.  His  family,  a 
wife  and  three  or  four  little  children, 
depended  upon  his  daily  wages.  But  he 
had  tact  and  piety  and  gift  of  speech,  such 
that  after  he  had  pursued  some  private 
study,  the  Association  thought  that  he 
might  make  a  good  builder  on  the  walls 
of  Zion.  I  remember  how  well  pleased 
we  were  with  his  examination.  That  prai- 
rie parish  was  his  first,  with  a  salary  of 
$350,  four- sevenths  of  which  came  from 
the  Society. 

One  day,  the  missionary  of  the  Sun- 
day-school Union  came  along,  exploring, 
and  found  that  the  American  Home 
Missionary  Society  was  ahead  of  him 
with  the  Sunday-school  and  the  church. 
He  had  along  with  him  a  young  man 
from  Newark,  N.  J.,  whose  parents 
belonged  to  a  church  whose  Sunday- 
school  supported  the  S.  S.  missionary, 
and  who  was  making  an  excursion 
through  the  West  The  time  for  the 
noontide  meal  was  at  hand.  The  minis- 
ter's wife  was  sick,  and  so  he  turned  in 
and  "  got  up  a  dinner  "  ot  tVi^  V>«iX.  ^^ 
house  aSoided*    TVl^  "^oxw^r,  ts^sxi^^xws^ 
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a  home  of  wealth,  was  much  taken  with 
this  culinary  process,  and  reported  it  to 
his  mother.  Taking  the  post-office  ad- 
dress of  the  missionary,  which  was  seven 
miles  away,  he  ordered  for  the  family 
an  Eastern  religious  newspaper,  ^oon 
the  mother  wrote  to  the  missionary  wife, 
asking  for  a  descriptiye  list  that  she 
might  fill  a  box  of  family  supplies. 
When  it  came,  laden  with  good  things, 
maternal  instinct  descried  a  package 
which  she  quietly  put  away  and  which, 
in  a  little  time,  was  discovered  to  the 
household  as  a  complete  wardrobe  for 
the  newly-arrived  baby.  For  this  the 
kind  friend  was  asked  to  give  a  name. 
She  gave  her  own,  Sarah  Anna,  and, 
when  the  child  was  a  year  old,  wrote  her 
a  letter,  the  beginning  of  a  correspond- 
ence that  went  on  for  years,  accompany- 
ing Christmas  gifts,  and  frequently  oth- 
ers. Then  comes  for  the  family  a  postal 
order  for  thirty  dollars;  then  another 
**  box,'*  full  of  good  things,  with  books 
to  the  value  of  $100. 

During  this  time  the  missionaiy,  using 
his  handicraft,  puts  in  a  large  cellar,  at 
so  much  per  day,  to  buy  a  missionary 
horse.  Changing  to  another  prairie  field, 
while  the  ladies  build  a  meeting-house, 
he  does  all  the  mason  work  on  the  par- 
sonage, from  foundation  to  chimney  top. 
The  seed  sown  in  that  pastorate  ripened, 
under  the  next,  into  a  revival  that  swept 
tlie  prairie  and  brought  the  church  to 
self-support. 

Wliile  in  his  next  field,  which  had 
three  appointments,  he  received  from  the 
kind  family  a  draft  for  $50,  with  an  in- 
vitation to  come  and  make  them  a  visit. 
So  he  spends  a  happy  vacation,  seeing 
meantime  the  city  of  New  York.  Re- 
turning, he  is  laden  with  a  thirty-dollar 
set  of  commentaries.  The  kind  lady, 
seeking  health  at  Clifton  Springs,  in  the 
ladies*  meeting,  asked  prayers  for  her 
Sarah,  hoping  that  she  might  become  a 
Christian,  and  a  foreign  missionary.  In 
one  year,  on  Sarah's  eleventh  birthday, 
upon  the  pleading  of  her  mother,  she 
gave  herself  to  the  Savior,  and  received 
the  **  birthday  present "  of  a  new  heart 


And  so  '*  the  covenant  was  made  good,*" 
and  the  prayer  of  the  kind  friend,  vbo 
was  already  in  heaven,  was  aamcnd. 
And  now  her  hosbaod  takes  up  the  lov- 
ing correspondence,  Bends  the  Sandij 
Magazine,  and  best  of  all,  notifies  Sank'! 
father  that  his  wife  had  left  in  banktbe 
money  for  Sarah's  edncation,  requests 
him  to  select  Mount  Holyoke,  or  some 
such  institution,  and  reminds  him  of  tbe 
desire  of  the  sainted  one,  that  the  daugh- 
ter should  become  a  missionary.  To  this 
proposition  the  family  gladly  accede, 
and  Sarah  recognizes  her  providential 
call.  She  is  now  twelve  years  old  and, 
while  she  waits  for  the  time  to  go  to  the 
Seminary  and  to  her  field  abroad,  will 
not  yet  other  praying  ones  join  in  the 
petition  that  the  Home  Missionaries 
daughter  may  be  fitted  to  become,  if 
God  will,  the  Savior's  messenger  to  ber 
sisters  in  foreign  lands  ?  When  she  and 
her  helping  friend  meet  in  heaven,  it  will 
be  for  the  first  time.  If  she  may  bring 
along  with  her  sorte  of  the  women  of  & 
heathen  land,  when  they  all  sit  down  it 
Uie  marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb,  thca 
will  they  be  glad  of  the  repast  provided 
for  a  loved  one  by  the  hand  of  tlie 
prairie  missionary. 

REV.  ENOCH  CONGER. 

BY     BEV.     T.     L.     SraPMAN,     OF    JEWEW 
CITY,   CONN. 

It  was  my  happiness  to  be  associated 
for  a  short  season  with  this  man  of 
blessed  memory,  in  the  early  stage  of 
his  ministry  in  Huron  County,  Ohio. 
We  entered  the  county  almost  simultan- 
eously, in  the  summer  of  1824.  I  soon 
made  his  acquaintance,  loved  him  at 
sight,  and  loved  him  the  more  the  bet- 
ter I  knew  him.  Plain  in  person, 
homely  in  manners,  he  won  the  heart 
by  the  charm  of  his  goodness.  In 
preaching,  he  was  simple,  straight-for- 
ward, earnest,  and  effective.  His  ser- 
mons were  always  rich  in  ideas,  logi- 
cally arranged,  clearly  expressed  (the 
thought  never  buried  and  lost  in  verbi- 
age), and  they  did  not  fail  to  make  a 
strong  impression  upon  the  audience.    I 
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remember  particularly  his  discourse  at  a 
monthly  meeting  in  Sandusky,  then  a 
flourishing  village,  now  a  large  city.  I 
preached  in  the  afternoon  as  the  Lord 
gare  ability.  He  followed  in  the  even- 
ing, and  I  feel  now,  as  I  certainly  felt 
then,  that  the  governor  of  the  feast  kept 
the  good  wine  to  the  close. 

The  Rev.  A.  Newton,  D.D.,  of  Nor- 
walk,  Huron  County,  gave  some  time 
since,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Presbytery,  an  historical  sketch  of  three 
deceased  brethren,  Alfred  H.  Betts, 
Eaoch  Conger,  and  Everton  Judson, 
men  having  "  diversities  of  gifts  but  the 
mitne  spirit/'  All  of  them  were  marked 
men  in  their  own  way,  and  all  distin- 
guished' in  their  day  for  the  plainness 
with  which  they  told  the  **  old,  old 
story."  The  record  of  Mr.  Conger  is 
just  such  as  I  should  have  expected  from 
its  early  foreshadowing. 

"  He  was  bom  at  New  Scotland,  Albany 
County,  N.  Y.  He  was  for  a  few  months 
in  the  war  of  1812,  and  had  a  part  in 
the  battle  of  Queenstown  Heights;  in 
which  he  was  taken  prisoner.  In  the 
spring  of  1813  he  embraced  the  Chris- 
tian hope,  at  a  time  when  there  was  no 
revival,  and  no  minister  in  the  place. 
He  at  once  turned  his  attention  to  he 
ministry,  and  after  many  struggles,  hin- 
dered from  pursuing  a  regular  course  by 
the  failing  of  sight,  and  embarrassed 
all  along  with  poverty,  he  was  at  length 
licensed  by  the  Union  Congregational 
Association,  in  the  spring  of  1819.  The 
first  five  and  a  half  years  he  spent  in 
Chenango  County,  New  York,  and  in 
Susquehanna  County,  Pa.,  where  he  had 
much  encouragement  in  the  success  of 
his  labors.  But  his  active,  enterprising 
spirit  looked  to  "  the  regions  beyond," 
and  in  the  summer  of  1824  he  started  for 
the  West,  settling  down  with  his  family 
in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  for  his  life  work. 
Here  he  labored  most  diligently — his 
wife  being  a  true  helpmeet — until  1862, 
when  failing  health  compelled  him  to 
give  up  preaching.  He  died  suddenly, 
the  natural  conclusion  of  exhausting 
toil,  April  17,  1872." 


After  speaking  of  him  as  an  imprcf- 
sive  preacher,  and  a  judicious  counselor, 
the  memorialist  adds :  *'  A  marked  fea- 
ture of  his  character  was  his  self-deuy- 
ing,  self-sacrificing  devotion  to  his  work. 
The  spirit  which  urged  him  to  such  ef- 
forts as  he  made  to  preach,  continued  to 
move  him  through  all  his  subsequent 
career.  He  was  called  to  labor  with 
new  and  feeble  churches.  A  growing 
family  needed  increasing  means  of  liv- 
ing. He  was  under  the  necessity  of 
practising  a  rigid  economy.  He  might 
have  turned  aside  and  practised  some 
mechanical  trade,  for  which  he  showed 
a  special  genius;  or  he  might  have 
bought  up  cheap  land  for  cultivation, 
and  thus  laid  a  foundation  for  future 
competence  at  least,  if  not  for  wealth. 
But  he  chose  rather  to  deny  himself  and 
keep  on  in  the  ])ath  of  ministerial  duty. 
He  did  not  entangle  himself  in  the 
things  of  this  world,  while  he  could 
preach  the  gospeL  His  whole  heart  and 
mind  were  given  to  this  divine  work, 
though  its  pecuniary  rewards  to  him 
were  so  small  and  so  inadequate  to  his 
wants.  This  was  so  clearly  a  trait  in  his 
character,  that  it  impressed  every  one 
who  knew  him.  It  was  one  of  the  se- 
crets of  his  power  in  preaching.  His 
hearers  felt  that  the  man  who  denied 
himself  so  much  for  the  gospel,  must 
believe  that  it  is  a  reality.  On  the  ques- 
tions of  slavery,  temperance,  and  other 
reforms,  Mr.  Conger  took  that  middle 
ground  between  a  destructive  radicalism 
and  dead  conservatism,  which  most 
healthy  minds  naturally  take.  He  be- 
lieved in  the  sinfulness  of  slavery.  He 
believed  in  the  importance  of  temperance 
to  the  moral  and  physical  well-being  of 
man.  But  he  did  not  think  it  necessary 
to  move  heaven  and  earth  to  secure  a 
particular  mode  of  action.  When  the 
great  struggle  between  slavery  and  free- 
dom culminated  in  the  war  of  the  rebel- 
lion, two  of  his  sons  went  forth  to  that 
contest.  One  of  them  fell  a  victim  to 
his  patriotism,  by  the  hand  of  the  enemy. 
Heavy  as  this  blow  was  to  the  father's 
heart,  no  murmur  was  ever  heard  from 
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his  lips.  Donbtleas  he  acquiesced  in  it 
as  the  ordering  of  an  all -wise  Prori- 
dence."  One  of  his  sunriving  sons,  Hon. 
Omar  D.  Conger,  represents  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  his  adopted  State,  Michigan,  in 
Congress.  If  the  present  generation  of 
Home  Missionaries  are  as  faithful — and  I 
have  no  doubt  they  are — as  were  Betts, 
and  Conger,  and  Judson,  and  others  like 
minded — I  name  these  brethren  particu- 
larly becaiise  personally  acquainted  with 
them — I  shall  have  little  fear  for  my 
country's  future. 

THE   NATION'S   CURSE. 

I  HAVE  been  reading  yet  another  brief 
chapter  in  the  great  scroll  of  our  nation- 
al and  world-wide  curse.  A  few  weeks 
since,  in  my  pastoral  calls,  I  found  two 
members  of  my  flock,  a  wife  and  daugh- 
ter, heart-broken  and  discouraged,  be- 
cause the  husband  and  father  was  at  the 
village  on  a  drunken  spree.  .Just  before 
he  left,  in  a  fit  of  despondency  and  re- 
morse, he  had  threatened  to  take  his 
life.  The  wife  was  afraid  to  leave  him 
lest  he  should  execute  his  threats.  She 
was  afraid  to  remain,  not  knowing  what 
would  befall  her  and  hers.  For  years 
he  was  a  wanderer  from  his  home  and 
family,  doing  nothing  for  their  support. 

Last  winter  the  little  girl,  at  the  close 
of  a  Sabbath  meeting,  came  to  me  with 
her  heart  all  aglow  and  her  countenance 
radiant  with  joy :  "  Oh,  Mr.  D.,  papa 
has  reformed  and  is  coming  home  next 
April  I  "  Many  hearts  sympathized  with 
the  dear  one  and  shared  her  joy.  April 
seemed  a  long  time  in  coming,  and  it  did 
not  come  till  May — but  at  last  the  father 
came  and  was  welcomed.  Clothing  was 
bought  and  a  team  and  farming  imple- 
ments furnished  by  the  wife,  with  money 
earned  by  great  self-denial  and  toil. 
For  a  while  there  was  a  happy  family, 
full  of  hope  for  the  future.  But  by  and 
by  the  father  was  intrusted  with  money 
to  buy  seed  and  grain  for  the  team. 
False  to  his  trust,  he  made  his  way  di- 
rectly to  a  village  about  ten  miles  distant, 
where  he  spent  all  for  whisky,  and  the 
team  was  held  at  the  pubV\c-\io\uie  m 
payment  for  board. 


During  the  summer  promises  were 
made  and  broken  again  and  again,  till 
the  poor  woman  seemed  completely  dis- 
couraged, and  with  an  emphasis  I  shall 
never  forget  asked  :  "  What  9KaU  I  do  'I 
Can  you  tell  me  what  to  do  ?  *'  It  seemed 
to  afford  some  relief  to  pour  her  sorrows 
into  a  sympathizing  heart,  and  none  but 
a  pastor  can  tell  the  throbbings  of  that 
heart,  as  I  listened  to  the  story  of  her 
grief.  Feeling  the  need  of  aid  and 
counsel  more  than  human,  we  bowed  the 
knee  and  pleaded  the  fulfillment  of  the 
timely  promise :  **  If  any  of  you  lack 
wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God,  that  giveth 
to  all  liberally  and  upbraideth  not;  and 
it  shall  be  given  him." 

As  the  man  is  an  excellent  mechanic, 
and  I  needed  a  little  work  done,  1 
arranged  to  have  him  come  and  do  it  on 
his  return  from  the  village.  After  several 
days'  delay,  he  came  and  I  cheerfully, 
though  with  trembling,  set  him  at  work. 
At  the  close  of  the  second  day  I  invited 
him  into  my  workshop,  and  showing 
him.  my  tools  for  the  "  manufacturing  of 
thoughts,"  gave  him  my  Hebrew  Bible 
to  read.  He  seemed  not  a  little  amused 
when  I  told  him  he  **  had  it  wrong  side 
up  and  hind  side  before,"  but  that  he 
was  no  more  awkward  in  using  my  tools 
than  I  should  be  in  using  his. 

After  thus  interesting  him  as  best  I 
could,  I  curefully  began  to  open  my 
full  heart  to  him.  At  first  he  rather 
repelled  me,  but  I  at  length  succeeded 
in  winning  his  confidence,  and  learned 
that  he  had  begun  arrangements  for  leav- 
ing his  home,  going  he  knew  not  where, 
and  doing  he  knew  not  what ;  giving  as 
his  reason  that  he  had  no  seed,  no  means 
of  working  his  farm,  and  no  friends.  I 
assured  him  of  my  friendship,  and  of 
the  deepest  sympathy  of  the  Friend  of 
sinners.  I  offered  to  furnish  him  seed, 
etc.,  and  pleaded  for  his  wife  and  child. 

At  our  evening  devotions  I  read  from 
God's  Word  his  rich  assurance  of  lore 
for,  and  sympathy  with  the  fallen,  show- 
ing that  his  compassion  is  measured  by 
oar  necessities  and  oar  unworthiness. 
'^^txVi  l\!iQ  next  morning  he  seized  my 
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accepted  my  offer,  and  asked  me  to  pray 
for  him.  On  the  same  day  he  cordially 
signed  the  following  pledge : 

**  Relying  upon  the  grace  of  God,  from 
this  day  henceforth  and  forever,  I  prom- 
ise to  abstain  from  the  use  of  intoxicating 
drinks  of  any  kind.'* 

On  learning  that  a  friend  was  design- 
ing to  build  a  large  bam  early  in  the 
spring,  I  visited  him  and  prevailed  upon 
him  to  build  now  and  give  the  job  to 
my  prot6g^,  and  thus  give  him  steady 
work  for  weeks  to  come.  • 

He  spent  over  a  week  at  my  house. 


and  on  the  Sabbath,  after  much  impor- 
tunity and  the  loan  of  my  overcoat  to 
cover  his  rags  and  patched  clothing,  he 
went  with  me  to  meeting,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  day  said  that  he  had  not 
spent  a  Sabbath  so  pleasantly  for  many 
a  long  day.  When  he  left  he  seemed 
very  grateful,  and  appeared  like  a 
new  man.  While  I  have  great  hope 
for  him,  I  have  also  my  fears  lest  he  is 
too  self-reliant  and  not  leaning  enough 
on  the  grace  of  God.  Will  you  not 
pray  for  him  ?  A.  D. 

NZBBAflXA. 


<!^uv  (i)t^'t^ifitxMxt  ^t^tUXUf^. 


American  Congregational  Union. 

Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  D.D.,  Sec.,  69  Bible 
House,  New  York. 

N.  A.  Calkins,  Treas.,  69  Bible  House, 

New  York. 

We  have  ourselves  often  made  the 
most  urgent  appeals  in  our  power  to  the 
friends  of  Christ  connected  with  our 
Congregational  churches,  on  behalf  of 
our  dear  and  honored  brethren  who  are 
endeavoring  to  plant  permanent  Chris- 
tian institutions  amid  the  discourage- 
ments and  difficulties  of  frontier  life. 
To-day  we  will  let  one  of  these  brethren 
plead  for  himself.  His  letter  is  but  a 
sample  of  many.  It  would  seem  that 
such  letters  must  touch  any  Christian 
heart. 

**  In  the  midst  of  great  poverty  we  are 
trying  to  build  a  church.  I  listened  to 
you  at  our  State  Conference  in  the  spring, 
and  know  therefore  something  of  the 
conditions  on  which  a  church  may  re- 
ceive help  from  the  Union.  It  is  now 
two  years  since  we  began  to  build.  We 
have  our  foundation  laid  ready  for  the 
erection  of  the  building.  Two  weeks 
ago  we  raised  $500 — enough  to  make  a 
payment  on  the  lumber.  In  some  way, 
we  are  going  to  try  to  put  up  and  inclose 
the  building  this  year.  Our  town  num- 
bers 1,000  inhabitants.  It  is  a  Lake 
port  The  people  are  very  poor,  many 
of  them  sailors.  Four  years  ago,  the 
railroad  made  the  town  one  of  promise, 
Oar  cbarch  baa  gained  a  strong  hold  of 


sailors  and  railroad  men  ;  but  we  have 
outgrown  the  poor  little  building  we 
have  used,  which  was  built  originally 
for  a  bai*n.  To  think  of  using  it  an- 
other winter  means  simply  death  to  our 
church ;  for  people  are  leaving  because 
they  cannot  be  comfortable.  We  can- 
not build  a  church  oui*selves  in  time  to 
save  us  from  going  down.  We  cannot 
do  faster  than  $200  or  $300  a  year.  There 
will  come  to  us  in  a  few  weeks  forty 
families,  all  of  them  poor  laborers  in  a 
foundry  just  starting.  We  have  no 
place  for  them,  for  our  little  church  is 
full.  Our  hearts  are  saddened  beyond 
expression,  as  we  look  about  and  see  all 
that  we  might  do,  and  our  hands  tied 
because  we  have  nothing  to  do  with. 
There  is  only  one  small  Methodist 
church  among  the  English  people,  be- 
sides our  Congregational  church. 

"  Dear  Brother,  I  cannot  begin  to  tell 
you  of  our  needs.  The  practice  of  the 
Union  is,  I  know,  to  pay  final  debts ; 
but  could  you  not  do  something  for  us 
now  f  I  would  prefer  that  any  help  we  may 
receive  should  be  considered  lent,  rather 
than  given.  Could  you  let  us  have 
$1,000  to  be  paid  back  again  entirely  in 
five  years  ?  If  not,  can  you  do  anything 
for  us  ?  If  I  could  see  you  and  tell  you, 
I  am  sure  you  would  feel  that  it  is  a 
case  in  which  something  should  be  done. 

"  If  you  cannot  do  in  the  way  of  ^'^ycw^j.^ 
can  "you  lioY.  Yis^'^  xaa  \.q  ^^rxsc^  ^»\aR.- 
thing  %    Oxm  ift  ^ «»»  V«i  ^^'J*^  ^^'*** 
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help  given  noto  will  save  a  church  from  ex- 
tinctiorij  that  is  situated — as  our  Confer- 
ence said  last  fall — in  a  field  that  be- 
tokens greater  promise  than  any  other  in 
the  Conference.  Dear  Brother,  I  have 
laid  this  burden  on  your  already  over- 
burdened heart.  O  do  something  for  us. 
I  know  you  will  do  all  in  your  power." 

It  causes  a  perpetual  heart-ache  to  re- 
ceive such  appeals  from  faithful  breth- 
ren and  to  be  obliged  to  tell  them  in  re- 
ply that  many  pastors  fail  to  ask  their 
churches  to  contribute  to  church-build- 
ing— that  from  twenty  to  thirty  applica- 
tions now  wait  on  file  upon  an  exhausted 
treasury — and  that  the  "  hope  deferred 
that  maketh  the  heart  sick "  must  be 
borne  yet  longer.  Meantime  the  favor- 
able opportunity  may  be  lost  beyond 
recovery,  a  church  become  extinct  that 
miglit  have  lived  and  flourished,  and  a 
missionary,  half  broken-hearted,  may  be 
obliged  to  seek  some  more  hopeful  place 
of  labor.  Reader,  have  you  no  responsi- 
bility for  the  sufferings  of  such  brethren, 
of  whom  there  are  many  all  the  while, 
and  for  the  loss  which  results  to  the 
cause  of  our  blessed  Lord  in  cases  such 
as  these  ? 


American  College  and  Bducation  So- 
ciety. 

Rev.  Increase  N.  Tarbox,  D.D.,  Sec. 
James  M.  Gordon,  Esq.,  Treas. 
Office,  No,  32  Cong.  House,  Boston. 

Money  may  be  sent  either  to  the  Treas- 
urer, in  Boston  ;  or  to  Rev.  CHARTiES 
P.  Bush,  D.D.,  89  Bible  House,  New 
York. 

The  following  is  from  the  pamphlet 
prepared  and  sent  forth  by  Rev.  E.  P. 
Tenney,  President  of  Colorado  College, 
entitled  the  **  New  West  as  Related  to 
the  Christian  College  and  Home  Mission- 
ary Work." 

Colorado  College  has  had  the  fortune 
not  uncommonly  incident  to  the  begin- 
ning of  important  enterprises.  The 
school  was  opened  in  1874,  under  a 
very  enthusiastic,  hard-working  financial 
agent,  and  first  one  exccUent  tA^eVi^t, 


then  another.  It  was  then  suspended ; 
and  it  lived  only  in  the  prayers  and 
hopes  of  a  handful  of  Christian  people. 
This  was  the  first  endowment,  the  pray- 
ers of  God's  people.  By  the  timely  gifts 
of  a  few  men  in  Massachusetts,  who  were 
also  praying  for  the  coming  of  the  divine 
kingdom,  new  life  was  put  into  tbe 
work. 

The  Colorado  Springs    Company  has 
made  a  royal  gift  of  more  than   nfty 
acres  of  their  best  land  to  the  college, 
and  they,  reserve  forty  acres  more  to  be 
given  when  a  certain  endowment  is  se- 
cured.    The  land  is  in  part  for  the  cam- 
pus,  but  enough  may  be  sold  for  the 
endowment    to    net    from    $20,000   to 
$25,000.     What  has  heen  already  done 
by  the  Colorado  Springs  people,  in  tbe 
land  and   in  a    building  subscriptioD, 
falls  little  short  of  $50,000.     The  towns- 
people— with    one    generous   friend   in 
Chicago — are  erecting  a  stone  structure, 
which  when  completed  will  be  one  of 
the  most  comely  and  convenient  college 
buildings  in  the  country.     It  will  be  of 
a  pink  volcanic  limestone,  with  white 
trimmings.      The   central   portion    was 
begun  upon  the  4th  of  July,  1877,  a'ndit 
will  be  completed  before  the  Fall  Term 
of  1878.    The  remainder  of  the  buildhig 
will  be  erected  as  soon  as  the  wants  of 
the  pupils  require  it     The  most  careful 
and   enterprising   business  men  in  the 
State  are  active  members  of  the  board 
of  trustees.      The  grade   of  studies  is 
equal  to  that  in  the  best  Eastern  colleges. 
The   professors  engaged  in  teaching,  or 
preparing  to  give   instruction  in  some 
specialty,  are  eminent  for  scholarship,  as 
well  as  men   of  earnest  Christian  life. 
Toung  men  and  women   from  all  the 
region  are  entering  the  classes,  and  tbe 
needs  are  pressing  for  additional  facili- 
ties for  giving  instruction. 

There  are  25,000  children  of  school 
age  in  Colorado,  and  they  need  a  Chris- 
tian college.  In  that  part  of  the  State 
south  of  the  Divide — an  upland  ridge 
that  makes  out  eastward  from  the  moan- 
tains  a  little  south  of  Denver, — a  popula- 
Uon^  probably  numbering  70,000,  has  no 
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public  school  of  high  school  grade,  ac- 
cording to  the  Sastem  standard.  They 
need  the  advantages  offered  by  the  Pre- 
paratory Department  of  Colorado  College. 
The  public  schools  are,  however,  rapidly 
improving,  and  several  schools  that  now 
rise  little  above  the  grammar  grade,  will 
soon  be  in  condition  to  fit  pupils  for 
college.  The  Episcopalians  have  a  board- 
ing-school of  high  school  grade  for  boys 
at  Golden,  and  for  girls  at  Denver.  The 
State  University  has  recently  opened  with 
a  Normal  Department,  at  Boulder,  100 
miles  north  of  Colorado  College.  The 
Christian  people  of  the  State  will  coSper- 
atc  with  this  work  in  every  way  possible. 
Tliey   are,   however,   very   clear  in  the 


conviction  and  expression  that  there 
must  be  a  college  under  distinctively 
Christian  influence.  There  is  a  strong 
feeling  in  favor  of  uniting  upon  one  col- 
lege. The  policy  of  the  American  Col- 
lege and  Education  Society  is  recognized 
as  broad  and  liberal,  and  its  colleges  as 
unsectarian  as  any  in  the  country.  Colo- 
rado College,  in  its  management,  com- 
mends itself  to  leading  Christian  men  of 
different  denominations  in  the  State,  and 
it  will  receive  their  hearty  support  Its 
aim  is  to  meet  the  wants  of  nil  Christian 
families,  and  to  merit  the  patronage  of 
the  more  than  six  score  ChriFtian 
churches,  for  the  higher  education  of 
their  children. 


^ppciutmtnU  in  fantt»yt),  18  78. 


,  Ifot  in  eommiMlon  laH  petnr. 

Rev.  David  F.  WatklnR,  Dutch  Flat  and  riyroouth, 

Cttl. 
Rev.  B^nj.  F.  Diffenbacher,  Mainland,  Sunlight  and 

Louisville,  Neb. 
Rev.  William  S.  Hampton,  Arborville  and  Randolph, 

Neb. 
Rev.  Daniel  E.  Hathaway,  Rnraell  and  Wilson,  Kan. 
ReT.  Ii^ac  N.  Locke.  Pern,  Kan. 
Rev.  Henry  M.  Goodell,  Newaygo,  Mich. 
Rev.  James  A.  McKay,  Otaego  Lake  and  Gaylord, 

Mich. 
Rev.  J.  C.  Duncan,  South  Chicafto,  111. 
Rev.  Reuben  B.  Wright,  Poplar  Grove,  111. 
Rev.  Samuel  Rowland,  Gouldt#wn  and  Fentonville, 

Pa. 
Rev.  Jsewton  H.  Bell,  Arcade,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Alanson  T.  Clarke,  Crown  Point,   Hammond- 

ville  and  Crown  District,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Gordon  E.  Hen^haw,  Frewsburg,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Robert  F.  Wheeler,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


JU-comml9»tontd, 

Rev.  Luther  H.  Meade,  Clayton,  Cal. 

Rfv.  William  C.  Merritt,  Pescadero,  Cal. 

Rrv.  August  Drahms,  Reno,  Nev. 

Rev.  Mnrtin  K.  Holbrook.  Longroont,  Col. 

Rev,  AlliKon  D.  Adamp,  Sionx  Falls,  Duk. 

Rev.  (}eort?e  S.  Codington,  Dell  Rapids,  Dak. 

Rev.   Frederic    Alley.   Wilber,    Dorchester,    White 

Cloud  and  Fairview,  Neb. 
Rev.    G.    M.   F.   Chessington,     Syracuse,    Ranner, 

Srone  and  Cornell  school-hoose.  Neb. 
Rev.  Lebbeus  B.  Filield,  Kearney,  Neb. 
Rev.  H.  Henry   Sallcnbach,    Lincoln  and   Stevens 

Creek,  Neb. 
Rev.  JndKon  (»,   Spencer,  Irvington,  Florence,   and 

out-RtationK,  Neb. 
Rev.  Charles  C.  Starbnck,  Monroe  and  cut-stations. 

Neb. 
Rev.  Albert  Burr.  Empire  City  and  Galena,  Kan. 
Rev.  Georire  P.  Claflin,  McPherson,  Monitor,  Linds- 

bnrg.  King  City  and  Clark  District,  Kan. 
Rev.  William  8.  Cronch,  Madnra,  Alida  and  Clark's 

schooi'honae,  Kan.         


Rev.  James  K.  Eckraan,  Cedarville,  Bloomington  and 

Gaylord,  Kan. 
Rev.  Richard  B.  Foster,  Osborne,  Bethany  and  Rose 

Vale,  Kan. 
Rev.  David  Gochenaner.  Ellis,  Kan. 
Rev.  Harvey  Jones,   Diamond  Valley  and  vicinity, 

Ksn. 
Rev.  Luther  Newcomb,  Waushara,  and  out-stAtions, 

Kan. 
Rev.  Roswell  D.  Parker,  Manhattan,  As^hland,  Deep 

Creek.  Wildcat  and  ont-stntions,  Ksn. 
Rev.   Samuel  H.   Thompson,   Cora,    Sunth  Center, 

Harlan  and  Judson,  Kan. 
Rev.   Samuel  R.  Warrender,    Harlan  and  Corinth, 

Kan. 
Rev.  Levi  B.  Wilson,  Valley  Palls,  Kan. 
Rev.    Henry     B.    Woodcock,   Tonganoxie,    Mound 

school-house  and  out-ritations,  Kan. 
Rev.  Lucian  W.  Chaney,  Mankato  and  South  Bend, 

Minn. 
Rev.  T.  C.  Kinne,  Two  Rivers,  Hay  Creek,  BcUevne 

and  Langrola,  Minn. 
Rev.    Francis  McCraken,   Dodge  Center  and  East 

Claremont,  Minn. 
Rev.  Alfred  Morse,  Rose  Creek.  Minn. 
Rev.  Cyrus  Stone,  Dexter  and  Grand  Meadow,  Minn. 
Rev.  John  M.  Cnmmings  Exira,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Oliver  Emerson,  Elk  River,  Preston  and  Bry- 
ant, Iowa. 
Rev.  James  D.  Mason,   Forest  City,  Ellington  and 

Lake  Edwards,  Iowa. 
Rev,  Charles  O.  Pnmienter,  Crrmwell,  Iowa. 
Rev.  George  Ritchie,  Williamsburg,  Iowa. 
Rev.   Jackson  Tibbitta,   Kaukauna,   Freedom,   and 

out-stations.  Wis. 
Rev.  Peter  Valentine,  Gay's  Mills,  Seneca,  Lynxville, 

and  out-stations.  Wis. 
Rev.  Jas.  Campbell,  PiDckney  and  ont-stations.  Mich. 
Rev.  Clarence  Fini>ter,  Robinson,  Olive,  and  aevenil 

out-stations.  Mich. 
Rev.  Luman  P.  Rose,  East  Gilead  and  Bethel,  Mich., 

and  Jamestown,  Ind. 
Rev.  Klisha  F    Fales,  Carthage,  Mo. 
Rev.  Hugh  X.  Hnghee,  Dawn,  Mo. 
Rev.   Alfred    H.    Missildine,    Lebanon    and    Knob 

school  house,  Mo. 
Rev.  William  B.  BacViU\V,'^Vi\«.«.xv«^C,%NAc^'eX2CS\«^^:^., 
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Rev.  Charlen  H.  Oliphant,  We«t  Oranire,  N.  J. 
Eer.   Walter  J.  BalUird,    Black  Creek,  Oramel  aud 

Belfast,  N.  Y. 
Ber.  Jomiph  ClemenU,  East  Pharaalia,  N.  Y. 


Rev.  Albro  L.  Qreene,  Stockholm,  N.  ¥. 
Rev.  David  Jone^  Richvllle,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Frederick  Long.  Eaut  Aahford,  N.  Y.] 
Rer.  Lewis  T.  Maaoo^  CeDtie  Lisle,  N.  Y. . 


§tHipU  Itt  iattttarjj,   i87  8. 


MAINE— #32.78. 

Brnn^wick,  Mrs.  R.  O.  Stanwood,  $1  00 

Gardiner,  by  Rev.  A.  L.  Park,  21  00 

timington,  by  Rev.  R.  D.  Osgood,  10  78 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE— $145.00. 

Marlboro,  Legacy  of  Z.  N.  Farrar,  by  C. 

S.  Moors,  Ex..  60  00 

Mt  Vernon,  J.  A.  Starrett,  5  00 

Plymouth,   Sabbath -Bchool,   for  Debt,   by 

Rev.  O.  H.  S<-ott,  80  00 

Portsmouth,  C.  B.  Myers,  GO  00 

VBRMONT-$l,2:W.23. 

Brattleboro,  Mrs,  L..  by  C.  F.  Thompson,        25  00 
ChesU^r,    Sabbath -school,    for  Debt,  by  J. 
N.  Moore,  to  const.  Mrs.  Sarah  Atwood, 
a  L.  M.,  80  00 

East  Cambridge,  Thomas  Morse,  4  20 

Enosburgh,  Legacy  of  Mrs.  R.  8.  Nichols, 

by  B.  8.  Nichols.  Ex.,  100  00 

Ferrisbnrgh,  L.  A.  Carpenter,  8  00 

New  Haven.  Mrs.  Eli/A  .Mcacham,  fSO  ;  S. 
Knowlton,  to  const.  Kent  Knowlton  a 
L.M..  #80,  by  F.  W.  Nash,  80  00 

Newport.  Sabbath-schooU  by  J.  R.  HaU,  15  60 

North  Danville,  by  C.  L.  MerrUl,  8  00 

Peacham,  Legacy  of  Hon.  E.  C.  Chamber- 
lain, by  W.  R.  Shedd,  Ex.,  to  conxt.  Miss 
Abbic  \V.  Chamberlin  and  Miss  Jennie 
C.  Watts  L.Ms.,  1,000  00 

PitUford,  "  A  Thank  offering,"  1 1  50 

Quechee,  by  Rev.  A.  S.  Chase,  10  03 

MASSACHUSETTS— $11,2S7.89. 

MaAs.   Home  Miss.    Soc.,  by  C.  Dcmond, 

Treas.,                                                          9  000  00 

Ashland,  Mrs*.  M.  F.  Cutler,  10  00 

Boston,  Berkeley  Street,  by  S.  B.  Pratt.  183  05 
South    Evan.    Sabbath  wh(X)l    of     Wo^t 
Roxbury    District,  for  Debt,  by  S.    D. 

Smith,  30  00 

Dal  ton,  A  Friend,  IW  i:0 

J.  B.  Crane,  lOO  00 

East  Hampton.  Harret  A.  Rice.  6  00 
Florence,  $107.19:    Sabbath  school  ''Pil- 
grim Band,"  for  D.-bt,  $:iO,  by  A.  L.  WU- 

Uston,  137  19 

A.  L.  Williston,  600  00 

Hadley,  First,  by  J.  L.  Warrlner,  Treas.,  54  01 

M.  M..  2  00 

Hanover,  Second.  8  85 
Holyoke,  Infant  Class  in  Sabbath -school  of 

Second,  for  Debt,  by  Rev  J.  L.  R.  Trask,  6  00 

Huntington,  Second,  by  J.  J.  Cook,  22  86 
Lawrence,  Lawrence  Storoet,  by  Rev.'  Joshua 

Goit,  100  00 

Manchester,  Sabbath -school,  by  G.  A.  Fos«,  42  00 
Newburyport,  PirBt,-mon.  oon.,  by  Rev.  O. 

W.  Folsom.  8  60 
Northampton.  First,  by  J.  L.  Warrlner, 

Treas.,  87  98 

A  Friend,  170  00 

Oxford,  First,  by  E.  8.  Pease,  26  00 

Pittfifleld,  A.  L.  D.,  2  00 
Rehoboth,  Sabbath -school,  for  Debt,  by  F. 

A.  Bliss.  80  000 

Rockland,  E.  Shaw,  10  00 
Salem,  Sabbath  school  of  South,  for  Debt, 

by  J.  P.  Tilton,  8$  46 
Springfield,   A  Worahiper  at   Indian  Or- 
chard, 500  00 
Wmrrea,  R.  F.  Gleaaon,  \Q  ^ 


West  Chesterfield,  Mrs.  Richard  Clarke,  by 

Rev.  E.  Clarke, 
Westfleld,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Dickinson,  add'L, 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Richardson, 
Worcester,  "  a  N(jw  Year's  offering,^ 

RHODE  ISLAND— $672.71. 

Providence.  Benefloent.  by  B.  W.  Gktllnp, 
Central,  by  S.  H.  Tabor, 

CONNECTICL^— $10,627.26. 

Received  by  F.  T.  Jarman  : 
Fair  Haven,   Sabbath-school,  for 
Debt,  |W  00 

Guilford,  First,  26  00 

Madison,    Indies*   Miss.  Soc..    to 

const.  Mis3  E.  Kelsey  a  L..M.,       44  57 
New   Haven,     Sabbath -school  of 
North,  for  Debt,  30  00 

MrA.  Julia  A.  Dickcrman,  100  OvI 

Lyman  Osbom,  10  (K) 


$1  DC 

VJO  0(1 

lU  00 

2  5iJ 


69  90 

602  bl 


24'^  ST 

16  :* 

2U  UO 


30  00 
10  IC 
17  00 

75  00 

2i»  00 

5  00 

500  CO 

34  50 

10  00 

^  0^» 
5-2  ?:> 

100  00 
4  25 


\ 


Berlin.  Second,  by  A.  North, 

Rev.  J    Whittlesey, 
Bethel  Sabbath  school,  for  Debt,  by  Rev. 

G.  F.  Waters,  to  const.  John  H.  Reid  a 

L.  M., 
Bethlehem.  A  Friend, 
Branford,  by  H.  G.  Harrison, 
Bridg»>port,  Sabbath-school  of  Second,  by 

E.  Sterling. 

Dr.  D.  F.  Atwater, 
Bristol,  A  Friend, 
DanbuT}',  Legacy  of  Mrs.  A.  Wood,  by  D. 

P.  Nichols, 
Farmlngton,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  by 

H.  W.  Barbonr, 
Goshen,  Mrs.  H.  Gladding,  by  W.  E.  G  ly- 

lord, 
Grecneville,   S.  C.  Minor,  to  const,   Misa 

Mary  R.  Minor  ^L.  M., 
Guilford,  Thinl,  by  H.  E.  Norton, 

Mrs.  Lucy  E.  Tuttle, 
Hadlyme,  by  Rev.  M.  J.  Callan, 
Hartford,  Legacy  of  Caleb  Pratt,  by  E.  B. 

Watkinson,  Trostee,  5,000  03 

On  account  of  Legacy  of  L.  C.  Ives,  by 
N.  Shipman,  Ex.,  2,500  W 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Bemi^  llH)  0<1 

Mrs.  J.  Olmsted,  for  Debt,  2'^  Kt 

Killingworth,  by  J.  Buell,  33  77 

Milford,  Avails  of  Legacy  of  Miss  C.  Beard, 

by  Hon.  H.  B.  Harrison,  Attv., 
Montville,  First,  by  H.  A.  Baker, 
Mt.  Carmel,  Sabbath  school,  for  Debt,  by 

L.  H.  Bassett,  to  const.  R.  S.  Clark  a  L. 

M., 
New  Haven,  College  Street,  by  A.  Town- 
send, 

Amos  Townsend, 

P.istor'8  Bible  Clas*,  in  Sabbath -school  of 
C3llege  Street  Ch.,  for  Debt,  by  R.  P. 
Cowles, 

Sabbiith-school  of  First,  for  Debt,  of 
wh.  $80  from  Dr.  Bacon's  Bible  Class, 
by  F.  S.  Bradley, 

S.  E.  Baldwin,  Esq.,  by  Hon.  H.  B.  Har- 
rison, 
New  Milford,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  by 

0.  Hing, 
North  Coventry,  Ladies*  Fragment  Soc. ,  by 

Rev.  W.  J.  Jennings,  freight, 
'&OTl\L^\AuVxLi.\A^/*  k  Thank  offering,*^ 


653  »v< 
5  00 


80  00 

20  00 
10  00 


80  00 

60  OU 
100  00 
80  00 

4  00 
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Norwalk,  Legacy  of  Mtb,  E.  W,  R.  Curtifl, 
by  L.  J.  Curtis,  Kx.,  $2S0  00 

Ladies*  Benev.   Arsoo.  of  First  Ch.,  by 
Utk  E.  L.  Ely,  45  00 

Old  Saybrook,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  by 

Q.  A.  BnfihneU,  80  00 

Pomfret,  Sabbath-school,  lor  Debt,  by  C. 

W.  Grosvenor,  80  00 

Sharon,  Ann  M.  B.  Cowles,  (with  8.  8.  for 
Debt)  and  to  const.  Miss  Emma  8. 
Knight  a   L.  M.,  10  00 

South  MaucheHter,  Mrs.  A.  Hale,  1  40 

Stonington,  Sabbath-school  of  First,  for 
Debt,  by  Miss  M.  Stanton,  80  00 

Stratford,  Lfgacy  of  Mrs.  D.  Wells,  by  C. 
C.  Wells,  Ex.,  100  00 

Li^dies'  Sewing  Soc,  by  Mrs.  R.  W.  Bun- 
nell, freight,  8  GO 

Unionville,  E.  Lyman,  6  00 

Waterbury.  Box  61,  200  iK) 

We8t  Haven,  by  W.  H.  Tallraadg-,  lU  12 

Huldah  Coe,  18  tO 

Wilton,  mon.  con.,  f  14,12;  Sabbath- 
school,  for  Debt,  $;iO,  by  Rev.  8.  J.  M. 
Morwin,  44  12 

Winsted,  A  Friend,  4  40 

Woodbury,    Sabbath-school    of  First,    for 

Debt,  by  J.  H.  L  nsley,  30  00 

A  Friend,  6  00 

Mr«.  C.  P.  ChurchUl,  6  00 

A.  W.  Mitchell,  6  00 

NEW  YOriK— $765.80. 

Roc«ived  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Holbrook: 

Floroii(;c,  atld'l.,  Z      ^ 

Grotun,  15  46 

Lock  port.  Sabbath-school,  50  00 

ParishvilU-,  11  00 

Wellsville,  42  92 


Aqueboj^ie,   by  Rev.  T.  N.  Benedict,   to 

cijnst.  N.  A.  Downs  a  L.  M., 
Arkport,  J.  P.  Case, 
Brentwix)d,  E.  F.  Richardson, 
Candor.  Ch.  and  Sabtmth  school,  for  Debt, 

by  E.  J.  Woodford,  to  const.  Mrs.  L.  A. 

Woodford  a  L.  M.. 
Glovers ville,  Mrs.  M.  M.  Place,  in  full,  to 

connt.  her  a  L.  D., 
Greenporl,  by  Rev.  O.  Holmes, 
La  Fayette,  Parthenia  Baker, 
Lenox,  Mrj<.  A.  D.  H.  Johnron, 
Lockport,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  by  W. 

W.    Trevor,  $30 ;  Ch.,  by  J.  A.  Ward, 

$:i2  56, 
Morrisviile,  A.  B.  De  Foretit, 
ML  Moniii,  Presb.  Ch., 
New  Haven,  Legacy  of  L.  Cummins,   by 

T.  W.  Skinner, 
New    York   City,   Sabbath-school  of   the 

Broadway  Tabernacle,  for  Debt,  by  T. 

AngTi>4, 

Welsh,  by  Rev.  D.  D.  Da  vies, 

Mrs.   Parker.  $50 ;  Mr*.  J.  W.   Smith, 
$1U  ;  a  Friend,  $1.40, 
Orient,  by  C.  B.  King, 
Perry  Center,  by  Rev.  E.  Perkins, 
Poughkeepnie,  by  A.  Wiltsie, 
Rodman,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  by  J. 

S.   Sill,  to  const.  Mary  A.  Wright  a  L. 

M, 
Seneca  Castle,  Rev.  A.  H.  Parmelee, 
Sherburne,  J.  Pratt, 
Smyrna,    Sabbath -school    Miss.    Soc.    of 

First,  by  M.  0.  Dixon, 
Warsaw,  by  H.  A.  Metcalf, 

KBW  JERSEY— $209.60. 
Bloomfield,  M.  L.  C, 
Miss  F.  E.  Ufford, 
Chester,  J.  H.  Cramer, 
Montclair,  First,  by  P.  W.  Dorman, 
Vlneland,  Pilgrim  Ch.,  by  Rev.  F.  B.  Pul- 
lan, 

PENNSYLVANIA— $15.00. 

Drifton,  Welsh,  by  Rev.  G.  Hill, 
Bcrantou,  W.  B.  Storrs,    ' 


119  88 

30  00 

2  CO 

10  00 


80  00 
75  00 


5  00 
2  00 
8  96 

62  56 

50  00 

8  00 

100  00 


80  00 
10  00 

61  40 
SO  00 
16  66 
18  48 


80  00 
5  00 
8  bO 

40  00 
82  II 

5  00 

2  00 

80  00 

160  00 

18  60 

5  00 
10  00 


VIRGINLA— $15.00. 
Hemdon,  by  Bev.  L.  T.  Burbank,  $16  00 

WEST  VIRGINIA— $7.00. 
Geredo,  by  Rer.  J.  McKean,  7  00 


OHIO-  $518.16. 

Burton,   On  account  of  Legacy  of  Mrs. 

Luoinda  Beach,  by  P.  Hitchcock,  Ex., 
Circleville,  E.  A.  Lyman, 
Cleveland,  On  account  of  Legacy  of  E. 

Taylor,  by  J.  W.  Taylor,  Ex., 
Hudson,  A  Member  of  the  Ch.   of  Christ, 

M.  Messer, 
Marietta,  H., 
Perrysburg,  8.  P.  Tolman, 
Tallmadge,  D.  k,  8.  Hine, 

INDIANA— $144.00. 

Michigan  City,  by  Rev.  B.  Kent,    144  00 
[Erroneously  acknowledged  in  December.] 

ILLINOIS— $1 ,866.80. 

Received  by  Rev.  M.  K.  Whittlesey  : 
GalvA,  $24  71 

Sabbath-school,   for  Debt,  by  W. 

H.  Parkin.  80  00 

Henry.  Mrs.  H.  Hoyt,  3  00 

Jacksonville,  RddM,  45  10 

Sabbath-school,    for    Debt,    to 

const.  D.  H.  Harris  a  L.M.,       80  00 
South  Chicago,  2  13 


200  00 

5  00 

71  16 

1  00 

86  00 

1  00 

5  00 

10  10 

Aurora,  Firrt,  by  Rev.  N.  A.  ProntifH, 
Chicago,  Bethany,  b>  Rev.  C.  A.  Towle, 

New  England,  mon.  con.. 

Sabbath-school  of  Flrbt,  for  Debt,  by  H 
Dean, 

P.  B.  French, 

Miss  H.  A.  Farrand, 

Hon.  C.  G.  Hammond, 

M.  F.  Sargent,  $1 ;   Mary  P.  Sargent  $1, 
Clifton,  by  Rev.  G.  F.  Chipperfleld, 
Elgin,  by  C.  E.  Dickinson,; 
Elmwood,  by  H.  C.  Smith, 
Forest,  First,  by  Rev.  D.  Sherrill, 
Geneseo,  Mrs.  L.  B.  Perry,  $15;  Charles 

Perry  and  wife,  $20, 
GUxifrey,  Sabbath-school,  for  the  Debt,  by 

J.  L.  Pearson, 
Granville,  by  J.  W.  Hopkins, 
Gridley,  by  Rev.  H.  G.  Pendleton, 
Jefferson,  to  const.  Dea.  D.  C.  Dunning,  a 

L.  M., 
Ludlow  and  Rantoul,  by  Rev.  B.  F.  Wor- 
rell, 
Maiden,  by  E.  N.  Page, 
Malta,  by  C.  H.  Wheeler, 
Mattoon,  First,  add'l,  by  Rev.  P.  P.  War- 
ner, 
Mend  on,  Sabbath-schooL,  for  Debt,  by  D. 

L.  Dickerman, 

A  Friend, 
Moline,  by  Rev.  B.  0.  Barnard, 
Morris,  $10.76;  Sabbath-school,  $12,  by 

Rev.  J.  A.  Montgomery, 
Morrison,  to  const.  J.  W.  Baird  a  L.  M., 
New  Windsor,  by  T.  B.  Mayo, 
Oak  Park,  by  W.  F.  Fnrbeck, 
Ontario,  by  E.  Shedd, 
Payson.  by  D.  E.  Robblos, 
Sandwich,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  by  8. 

B.  Stlnson, 
St.  Charles,  W.  B.  Lloyd  an  1  wife. 
Summer  Hill,  by  Rev.  C.  E.  Marsh, 
Wankegan,  by  C.  Bloaa, 
Wyanet,  by  E.  F.  Houghton, 

MISSOURI— $84.36. 

Aurora,  by  Rev.  8.  G.  Elliott, 

Bevier,  Welsh  and  Eui\\atai  QXiv^Xii^w, 
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THS  HOME  lOfiglOKAXT. 


March, 


Kannan  City,  First,  by  M.  B.  Wright, 
Sabbath-school  of  FirAt,  bv  A.  Marty, 

St.    Lttuiii,    PilRrtm    Sabbath-school,   for 
Debt,  by  A.  P.  Forbea, 

MICHIGAN— $811.48. 

lleceived  by  Rev^.  W.  B.  Williamt: 
Charlotte.  f  100  00 

EaMt    Saginaw,    Farwell  Street 

MiHsion -school,  6  00 

Fredoiiia  and  Newton,  *i  &4 

TAtngi^bunr,  17  UO 

Olivet,       Sabbath-school,       for 

Uebt,  30  00 

Vermontville,  34  16 


Allendale  and  Eastman v  11  le,  by  Rev.  J.  J. 

Banaell, 
Armada,  by  G.  A.  Trae, 
Benz<>nla,  First,  by  Rev.  A.  L.  Gridley, 
Covert,  by  K.  A,  Hood, 
Crystal,  by  Rev.  N.  L.  Otis, 
Detroit,  First,  by  (I.  M.  I^ne, 
Bast  Irving  and  Freeport,  by  Bev.  J.  B. 

Jones, 
Emcx,  91.76;  Fulton,  85c:  Maple  Rapid^ 

add'l,    99,    in  full   to    const.   Mrs.    U. 

Peck  a  L.  M.,  by  Rev.  W.  Piatt, 
Fremont  Center,  First,  by  Rev.  G.  Dan- 

gremond, 
Hudson,  mon.  con.,  by  Rev.  T.  G.  Colton, 
Imlay  City,  First,  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Dawson. 
Jalappa  and  Mapleville,   by  Rev.  L.   B. 

Benton, 
Lansing,  Plymouth,  Mrs.  N.  Andrews, 
Sherman,  Rev.  W.  P.  Esler  and  wife, 
Three  Oaks,  add'l,  by  Rev.  P.  B.  Parrey, 
Vermontville,  C.  M.  Sprague, 
Vernon,  First,  by  A.  Garrison, 
Vicksborg,  by  Rev.  B.  Audrua, 


WISCONSIN— 9986.08. 

Received  by  Rev.  H.  A.  Miner : 
S.  D.  Hastings,  Treas.,  Wis.  H. 

Clinton, 
Sabbath-BchooL,  for  Debt,  to 
const.   Solon    Cowper   and 
Mrs.    James    Benedict    L. 
Ms., 
Koehkonong,  add'l,  for  Debt, 
Union  Grove, 
Sabtmth -school,  for  Debt,  to 
const.  Frank  B.  Adams  a  L. 


99  68 
88  93 


80  00 

6  CO 

SO  00 


80  00 


Arena,  $5.80 ;  for  the  Debt,  95.70, 

by  Rev.  A.  Pinkerton, 
Beaver  Dum,  Mrs.  H.  Avery,  by  Rev.  W. 

F.  Brown, 
De    Pere,     First,     915;    Sabbath-school, 

$S.'ih  by  B.  F.  Parker, 
Menasha,  A  Friend, 
Princeton,  by  Rev.  W.  M.  Richards, 
Racine,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  by  Rev. 

L.  Otapp. 
Rio  and  Wyocena,  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Ball, 
Spring  Green,  by  Rev.  O.  S.  Smith, 
Tomah,  Fimt,  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Bldwell, 
Waukesha,  by  M.  S.  Griswold, 
Wauwatosa,  by  Rev.  L.  Clapp, 

IOWA— 94ia56. 
Received  by  Rev.  E.  Adams : 
Blkadcr,  Mrs.  Mary  H.  Carter,        95  00 
Waterloo,  A   Friend,  to  const. 
Henry  C.  Adams,  J.  H.  For- 
terneld  and  S.  D.  Mitchell  L. 
Ms.,  100  00 

Bellevne,  "  A  member  of  the  Cong.  Ch.,'* 

Charles  City,  First,  by  J.  S.  Trigg, 

Clay,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  by  Mattie 

Meachiim, 
Cresou,  by  A.  Kimball, 
Davenport,  Edwanls,  bal.  of  coll.,  by  J. 

OokliUjary, 
Denmark,  by  J.  Field, 


985  no 

10  00 
30  00 


108  70 

18  60 
88  82 
80  40 


8 
3 


IH) 
00 


417  60 
18  11 


11  00 

1«  05 
8  50 
4  00 

38  40 
85  ^ 
10  00 


1 
1 


00 
00 


10  OC 
10  76 


188  61 

11  60 

6  UO 

18  31 

15  00 
3  00 

80  00 
U  60 
8  00 

16  00 
30  00 
36  00 


106  00 

5  00 
18  16 

80  00 

6  86 

37  00 


Kellogg  Day,  98 ;  A  Filend,  9I, 
Bldora.  W^oman's  Cent.  80c.,  by  Gertrude 

W.  Daren, 
Genoa  Bluffs,  by  Rev.  M.  D.  Archer, 
Iowa  J^lls,  by  R,  Wright, 
lAn!*ing  Ridge,  by  Rev.  P.  Weidmaan, 
Miirtciitine.  J.  A.  Bishop,  to  const.   Mn. 

Emily  H.  Church  a  L.  M., 
New  H.4mpton,  Woman's  Miss.  Soc.,   by 

Mr*.  E.  F.  Powrrs, 
O^age,   Woman's  Miss.  80c.,  by  Rev.  W. 

H.  Atkinson, 
OskalootA,  Rev.  Asa  Tumor, 
Otho,  by  Rev.  F.  Fawkes. 
Pine  Creek,  by  Rev.  H.  Hetzler, 
Qn>u<queton,    9^3.97;    Rev.    A.    Mansou, 

91 1.08. 
Sheldon.  First,  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Palmer, 
Sioux  City,  '•  An  Old  Lady,"  by  Rev.  J. 

N.  McLoney, 

MINN  ESOTA— 9809. 88. 


9300 


Received  by  Rev.  L.  H.  Cobb : 
Anoka,  by  Rev.  T.  K.  Norris, 
Clear  Water,  Sabbath-school,  by 

8.  Whitney,  Jr., 
Marina,  Sabbath -school,  by  Mrs. 

A.  S.  Parker, 
Minneapolis,  Friends,  to  const. 

Mrs.  Maria  Blanding,  Dea.  F. 

J.  Farrand,  Dea.  S.  P.  FuUer, 

Dea.  Henry  Palmer,  Dea.  T. 

S.  Perry,  S.  A.  Bcardsley,  W. 

S.  MoHes,  Dea.  Morgan  May, 

W.   S.   Jackson,   Wallace    K. 

Mather,  Dea.  T.  P.  Mead,  C. 

Torrey  Hannon,  Dea.  Joshua 

Norman,    Dea.   T.   N.  Clark, 

Dea.     sismuel    Noble,     Dea. 

Samuel   Ross,  Dea.  Peter  P. 

SilL.  Dea.  Freeman  Pearson, 

Dea.  James  Fields  and  J.  W. 

Murray  L.  Ms., 
Plymouth,  to  const.  H.  Plant  a 

L.  M., 
Owatonna,  A  Friend, 


94  50 

8  50 

1  60 


600  00 

80  00 
6  00 


445 

80  W 

60  VQ 

7  70 

80  00 

400 

700 
1000 
15  StJ 

7S5 

35  00 

1  as 

800 


\ 


Benson,    Sabbath-school  of   Pilgrim,   by 

Rev.  B.  C.  IngaUa, 
Burns,  by  Rev.  O.  P.  Champlin, 
Faribault,  by  H.  Wilson, 
Giencoe,  for  Debt,  by  Rev.  J.  Chandler, 
Hamilton,     9I6;     Sabbath-schooi,     915; 

Rev.   F.  L.  FuUer,  96,  by  Rev.  F.   L. 

FuUer, 
Hutchinson  and  Preston  Lake,  by  Rev.  W. 

Wilson, 
Lnverne,  Rev.  C.^W.  Mathews  and  family, 
Medford,  mon.  oon.,  $6 ;  Sabbath-school, 

98.87,  by  Rev.  A.  Graves, 
Northtteld,  First,  by  A.  W.  Norton, 
Rushford,  by  Rev.  W.  W.  Suell, 
Spring  Valley,  by  Rev.  C.  W.  Merrill, 

KANSAS— 986.88. 

Bulls  City  and  Stockton,  by  Rev.  R.  S. 

Osborn, 
Highland,  First,  by  Rev.  -D.  Klosa, 
Lakin  and  Sedgwick,  by  Rev.  j.  Vetter, 
Lincoln  and  Reno  Center,  add%  by  Rev. 

B.  DiUey, 
[Do.  Erroneously  ack*d   in  December,  948.36, 
North  Topeka,  First,  by  Rev.  S.  P.  Dun* 

lap, 
Olathe,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  by  Rev. 

L.  Bartlett, 
Topeka,  by  Rev.  L.  Blakesley, 

KBBRABKA— #108.96. 

Aurora,  96.81 ;   Prairie  Home,  98.60,  by 

Rev.  W.  Wool  man, 
Butler  Co.,  94.30 :  Linwood,  94 ;  Schuyler, 

Sumner  and  True.  9^0;  Summit,  9^^ 

by  Rev.  A.  Dresser, 
Harvard,  First,  by  Rev.  H.  P.  Paga, 


643  50 

500 

5U 

43  50 

568 


86  00 


38  19 
400 

787 
13  83 

550 
3«89 

1  40 
400 
8  13 

85 


] 


11  00 

750' 
60  00 


10  41 


58  30 

14  00 

5U0 


DAKOTA— lima. 


coLonADO-iw.sB, 

CALIFOHN^IA— (AO.W. 

llllrtinn.  by  lUr.  B.  B.  TuOtB. 
OaUanil.  ^liliMk-achool  ol  Pint 

Rimsidtv  byOar,  W.  H.  Gnai, 
OIIBOON— t4ltO. 

ARoHa.  Flm,  tiT  &».  P.  ClUE, 


IT  07 
K8t 


W.  HiuTJa,        11  U 

-lll.is. 

DKH),  D.D.,  11  i 


FOB  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  WORK,  iSS  B 

t8«  ^iivM  loT  piRiL-ulani,]  tW.OSl  { 


BnuidDD.  Vt..  Re*.  B.  P.  Wlldir.  box,  fSO  00 

Champlalii.   H.  Y„  Rsr.  F.  B.  lUkgpnm, 
boi.  WOO 

CluremniH.  N,  H,.  t-dW  A»™,  by  Mt». 

CalBmbi;i.U.,L>mHotFlntOll..iwDb.>]WS    100  OU 
But  Alnnul,  N.  R.,  Ijwilo  ot  Flrat  Ch.,  bj 


FHi?Turt,  N.  v..  Lulls,  two 
BiUoorlL  Vc,  MiH  S.  F.  Ollnu 


Ch  ,by  iiT'.H.  Sl.Oaokf 
UuUkul,  CL,  Liulln-  c 

Mn.  D.  T.  Dodlif,  bnn 
UuiBUm,  u,,  Uilln  of  F1 


HU*.  Boo.  of  Third  C: 
s  Cong,  Ob.,  by 


Korw.Ut.  Ct.. 

fTBRhl.  '  1 

Pluit-Tilli^  cc.,  Indntrtal  Boc,  by  Xn.  1. 

SouUuKl.    I'r.,  I^n.  ,.->,    1:vBbt.  A.  A.  Hurd, 

SIrmtfnni.  ct..  Lwlica'  Sow.  Soo.,  bi  Un.  B. 

W.  Bail  nf  II,  1»mil.  I 

WikeTun,  O.,  Lad.Bi,  byBer.O.  C.  Cnfgui, 


AbiDiton.  rint, 

Adonv  Nonh.  by  H.  J.  Wbitoiy, 

Am**  My  and  SkUiborj, 


BBIONAST. 
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mhml,  Fl™t. 

ffSOO 

10  00 

nilD«<T,   Firm.  I"  lon.l.  F.  Hinln,  J.  D. 

HunUon  miU    W.  A.  WHiibt  L.  M^." 

188  91 

»  L.  M.,  for  Dobl, 

SUCU 

A  Frloml, 

P««Smilti, 

•hbj. 

yw.  M™.  J.  Bimlilliig-.   Babbaih  Kboal 

Bir.  b 

««i  Mb.  A.  C.  TfanniMiii, 

a  ro 

Jo«ph  Hewlci. 

llrookliiiF 

H«i»nl,  bj  U.  B.EM>r. 

iisn 

100  DO 

n  win  ,■1.1 

lon""'Ufl '*'■  ■^  ^'°""' 

nou 

IK 

Sll.lwt 

iKh«,l.  '>.,   W.  H.    Wright,  for 

so  00 

'dl  Itlvei 

Tint,  by  F.  M.  UHOmba, 

ChloDIWO,     FIM,    Subbclh^i: 


•"linn  Cli 

(.  Wnltn 


honl,  Km.  Culston'B  a>b' 
3.  Holbioofc, 


276 


THS  HOMX  msaioNUtT. 


March,  1878. 


New  Haznpehire,  A  Friend, 

Newton,  Wc8t,  #41. 26;  mon.  oon.,  fl7.63; 

Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  fSO ;  A  Friend, 

♦8, 
Northampton,  Edwardii,  by  K.  E.  Littlefleld, 
Qaincy,  Wollaston, 
lia^-nham.  First, 

Sabbath  M^hooL,  to  const.  M.  O.  Shnrtleff  a 
L.  M.,  (for  Debt), 
Reading,  Betheada, 
Royalsion,  South, 
Rutland,  Edwin  Henry, 
Scotland,  Rev.  I.  Donham, 
Shrewsbury,  Legacy  of  Joneph  Morse,  by  T. 

Rice.  exr.  (A.  H.  M.  Soc.), 
Somervllle,  Fast,  C.  Stone, 
Southboro,  IHigrim, 
South  Hadlev.  First,  Sabbath-school, 
Springflcld.  C.  M., 
Stoneharo,  Mrs.  A.  Hayett, 
Tyng-'boro, 

Wakefield,  A.  RYibbard, 
Waillngford,  Vt.,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Waltham, 
Westboro,  by  W.  J.  Eaton, 

A  Friend, 
Wextford,  Babbath -school,  for  Debt, 
Westharapton,  l)y  W.  I.  Edwards, 
Wont  Newbuiy,  Second, 
Westpoit.  Sabbath -school, 
We*«t  Stock  bridge.  Center, 
Weymouth,  North,  acid'l, 

SouLh.   Second,  to  const.   Miss  Marcia  C. 
Uulbrook  a  L.  M., 
WilllamKtown.  First. 
WinchesU'r,  A  Lmly, 
Wobum,  by  C.  R.  Gage, 

North, 
Home  Mimionary, 


95  00 


02  08 
60  12 

7  00 

8  fil 

8U  00 
82  61 
7  78 

10  00 
6  00 

3,6fi0  66 

100  00 

27  16 

90  00 

600  00 

1  00 

6  25 

25  00 

80  (0 

44  37 

167  60 

lU  00 

14  00 

11  26 
31  15 
24  26 
20  16 
18  00 

30  00 
75  15 
5  00 
166  00 
17  61 
23  40 


For  Sunday-school  Work  [nae  Lnjiet  for 
parricnlarf«]. 


$12,175  60 

260  51 

$12,435  11 


Donatioivi  of  Clotking^  e<c.,  raoetved  at  ths  <itfic€  ^ 
the  Mam.  Horn*  MUm.  Soc.,  Botton. 

Anbnmdale,  Friends,   by  C.    B.    Mosman, 

barrel, 
Boston,  Old  South,  two  barrels, 

Phillipts  by  Mrs.  C.  W.  Angler,  two  barrels, 

Jamaica  Plain,  by  Mrs.  R.  W.  Wood,  barrel, 
Boxford,  West,  by  Miss  A.  Park,  barrel, 
Bridgewater,  Central  Square,  barrel, 
Clinton,  barrel, 
Bnfleld.  two  barrels, 
Holbrook,  Mrs.  C.  S.  Holbrook,  barrel, 
Hatfield,  LadioH*  Sewing  Circle,  barrel, 
Lowell,  First,  by  Jennie  Pearnon,  barrel, 

John  Street  barrel, 
Marlboro,  by  Mrs.  A.  Howe,  barrel, 
Milford,  by  Mrs.  A.  C.  Jones,  barrel. 
New  Bedford,  by  Mrs.  E.  B.  Sisson.  barrel, 
Newburyport,  Tyler  Mission  Circle,  barrel, 
Norton,  by  Mrs.  C.  Fr  0.  Dean,  barrel, 
Pittafield,  First,  by  Mrs.  R.  W.  Adam,  barrel, 
Qnincy,  by  Mrs.  C.  W.  Cnrter,  barrel, 
Southboro,  Pilgrim,  barrel, 
Westfleld,   First,   by  MIm  LncyC.   Smith, 

barrel. 

Second,  by  Mrs.  H.  Hopkins,  barrel, 
West  Newbury,  by  Mrs.  C.  Dame,  barrel, 
Winchester,  by  Mrs.  N.  W.  C.  Holt,  barrel. 


$50  00 

170  00 

241  48 

ia7  CO 

58  7l» 

U4  00 

125  00 

141  73 

55  (K) 

60  00 

00  66 

36  00 

82  27 
46  28 

807  65 
Vi  00 
70  11 

271  53 

83  00 
27  66 

117  06 

140  00 
75  00 
88  U6 


Seceiptt  of  thM   Rhode  Teland  Home  Mleetonary 
Society,  S.  H.  Tabok,  Treae. 

Barrington,  Cong.  Oh.,  $100  00 

Briaiol,  First  Ch.,  100  00 

Kin^piton,   Cong.  Ch.  and  Soa,  of  wh.  $10 

by  tier,  T.  P.  WelU,  26  46 

Uctle  Compton,  United  Cong.  Cb.,  W^  ^ 


Male  and  Fem.  Mia.  Soc,  by  E.  8.  Bai- 
ley, Tr.,  $90  00 
Newport,  United  Cong.  Ch.,  18  M 
North  )8cituate.  Gong.  Ch.,  11  OO 
Peace  Dale,  Cong.  Oh.  15  CD 
Providence  Central  Cong.  Ch.,  by  M.  E.  Tor- 
rey,  Tr.,                                                          1,205  © 
Beneficent  Cong.  Ch.,  by  B.  W.  Galhip, 

Tr.,  100  00 

Union  Cong.  Ch .,  by  J.  Mo  Anslan,  Tr.,  261  4S 

Sabbath-school,  by  F.  F.  Tingley,  Tr.,  c6  8» 

Pllgnm  Cong.  Ch.,  80  75 

Slatersville.  Cong.  Ch.,  9  00 

Westerly,  Rev.  D.  W.  Read,  8  50 

$i,5ui 


Reoelpta     of  the    ConneeUeut    Home     MUetonaij 
Society^  in  January^  Wasd  W.  Jacobs,  Treae. 

Bridgeport,  Park  Street   by  F.  W.  Slorrs 
semi-ann.,  to  const.  Miss  Lorlnthia  Beach 

a  L.  M.,  $80  6(1 

Chester,  by  Rev.  L.  T.  Bpauldlng,  17  00 

East  HarUand,  by  Rev.  N.  O.  Bonney,  15  00 

Farmlngton,  by  Wm.  Gay,  9U  '  0 

Hartford,  Park,  by  L.  M.  Hotchkiss.  .  143  99 
First,  by  Wm.  H.  Miller,  trufetee,   int  en 

Dr.  J   Hawes'  legacy,  48  a) 

Lyme.  First,  by  Rev.  E.  F.  Burr,  61  K 
On  account  of  legacy  of  Solomon  Langdon, 

by  E.  W.  Pa^lon^  35  27 

New  BriUin,  South,  by  Wm.  H.  Hart  17:<  51 

Newtown,  by  M.  S.  OUn,  15  '.0 
North   Greenwich,   (Round  HUl),  by   S.   D. 

Husted,  14  n 

North  Coventry,  by  E.  C.  Chapman,  88  i3 

Plymouth,  by  A.  S.  Beardsley,  24  50 
South  Norwalk,  Ch.  and  Ladies'  H.  M.  Soc., 
by  S.  G.   Ferris,  to  ajnst   Mrs.  Clarent'e 
Nash,  Mrs.  Ferdinand  Griffin  and  Mr8.  Ida 

E.  Hoyt  L.  Ms.,  Ill  CO 

Stonington,  F.,  10  00 

Somersville,  by  E.  C.  Chapman,  o5  v!0 

Thomaston,  by  P.  Darrow,  61  f'2 

Taftville,  by  C.  J.  Grt^nc,  11  50 
Wext  Hartford,  EsUte  of  Abigail  Talcott  by 

Calvin  Day,  trustee,  76  86 

Waterbury,  First,  by  Rev.  Joseph  Anderson,  SOU  Ou 


$1,873  63 


[Fair  Haven,  Second,  by  Rev.  H.  C. 
Hovey,  to  const  Mrs.  Hannah  C. 
Hurd  a  L.  M.,  $30.  Erroneously 
ack'd  in  Feb.] 


Eeeetpte  of  the    Ohio  Home  Jitsatonary  Soctetg^  in 
January^  F.  C.  Skhsioka,  7reaa. 

Cuyahoga  Falls,  S.  S  ,  by  Miss  Si.  A.  Com- 

stock, 
Findlny,  by  C.  E.  Humphrey, 
Gustavus,  by  Rev.  L.  J.  Donaldson, 
Madison,  S.  S.,  by  A.  S.  Stratton, 
Marietta,  Fir»t  add'I,  by  M.  I).  Follett, 
Paineeville,  add'l,  by  I.  Everett 
Springfield,  add'l,  by  T.  E.  Leland, 
Troy,  by  Rev.  E.  D.  Taylor, 
Wellington,  by  J.  Ogden, 
Received  by  Rev.  Dr.  S.  Wolcott  Sec. : 

Alexandria,  by  Rev.  D.  S.  Jones, 

Ashtabula,  by  H.  Fassett 

Chardon,  S.  S.  Class,  by  J.  O.  Woralls, 

Edgerton,  by  Mrs.  J.  M.  Lewis, 

Oarretuville,  by  C.  B.  Webb. 

Hartford,  by  Rev.  D.  S.  Jones, 

Jefferson,  by  A.  R.  Hou^ht4in, 

Klrtland,  by  Rev.  J .  P.  Riedinger, 

Lawrence,  by  Rev.  M.  8.  Riddle, 

Lodi,  by  A.  B.  Tuylor, 

MarysvlUe,  by  Rev.  W.  A.  James, 

Pierpont  by  B.  B.  Pitcher, 

Ruggles,  Rev.  O.  V.  Fry, 

Toledo,  Wash.  St.,  by  Rev.  R.  McCnnc, 

V  $88488 


$18  33 

10  00 

400 

9  16 

64  19 

48  04 

28  68 

785 

50  10 

IS  00 

8703 

885 

800 

500 

11  00 

10  00 

17  61 

8  50 

600 

16  00 

600 

10  00 

14  C« 

Mh  mitm  mmbmtv 


Go, Prbach  the  Oospkl Mark  xyi.  15. 

How  shall  they  preach  except  they  be  sent  ?  .  Ecnn,  x.  15. 


VoL  L.  APRIL,  1878.  No.  11. 

A  HOME  MISSIONARY'S  REMINISCENCES. 

BT  RBV.   AMOS  DRBS8BR,  NEBRASKA. 

Your  call  for  '*  reminiscences,'*  receiyed  months  ago,  found  each  moment  filled 
with  the  duties  of  to-day,  leaving  no  time  for  looking  backward.  But  during  the 
year  many  of  the  old  pioneers  have  passed  away,  and  I  am  reminded  that  I  must  do 
the  work  assigned  me  while  it  is  day,  '*  for  the  night  cometh  in  which  no  man  can 
work." 

My  first  interest  in  the  A.  H.  M.  Society  and  its  work  was  awakened  in  the 
winter  of  1828-9,  by  Theodore  D.  Weld,  financial  agent  of  Oneida  Institute.  In 
presenting  the  claims  of  the  institution,  he  showed  the  kind  of  young  men  needed 
to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  and  especially  to  occupy  the  opening  field  in 
the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  His  words  so  thrilled  my  soul  as  effectually  to 
empty  my  shallow  purse.  You  know  that  all  agents  '*  stop  with  the  minister." 
He  *^  put  up  "  at  Rev.  R  Cushman's,  my  uncle,  whom  I,  an  orphan,  had  chosen  as 
my  guardian,  making  his  house  my  home.  When,  on  leaving,  the  agent  came  to 
the  stable  for  his  horse,  which  I,  as  chore-boy,  had  curried  and  harnessed,  I  handed 
him  a  three  dollar  bill,  and  he  asked :  "  What  is  that  ?  "  **  It  is  three  dollars."  "Yes ; 
but  what  is  it  for  ? "  "  For  Oneida  Institjite."  "  But  who  gives  it  ? "  "I  give  it." 
"  Ah !  "  said  he,  scrutinizing  my  chore  "  duds  "  from  head  to  foot,  and  searching 
my  face  for  traces  of  guilt ;  **  Where  did  you  get  it  f  "  I  could  not  press  upon  him 
the  money,  till  I  had  thoroughly  satisfied  him  that  I  had  honestly  earned  it,  and 
wished  to  give  it  all  to  his  cause.  That  lecture,  that  interview,  that  three  dollars, 
determined  the  whole  course  of  my  life. 

In  1830  my  uncle  was  appointed  financial  agent  of  the  A.  H.  M.  Society  for 
"  The  Valley  of  the  IGssissippi."  Precisely  how  that  valley  was  then  bounded,  if 
indeed  it  had  any  limits,  I  am  not  able  to  tell.  It  doubtless  included  "  The  Great 
American  Desert,"  where  I  am  now  working.  The  prophet  had  indeed  foretold 
that  **  The  desert  shall  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose  "  (Isa.  xxxv.  1,  2).  But  who 
supposed  that  he  meant  this  great  American  desert ;  and  that  in  1878  the  A.  H.  M. 
Society  would  have  100  churches  of  her  planting  in  Nebraska,  that  desert^s  very 
center  I 

The  agent  was  located  at  Cincinnati,  which  was  then  far  out  on  the  frontier ; 
and  late  in  the  fall  we  took  the  canal  boat  for  Buffalo,  thence  the  steamer  to  Dun- 
kirk, thence  the  stage  to  Pittsburg.    There  we  learned  that  we  were  jnst  in  time  to 
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take  the  regular  line  steamer  for  Cincinnati,  on  her  lant  trip  for  the  season.  But 
that  steamer  was  to  leave  on  the  Lord's  Day.  Uncle  was  told  it  was  his  onlj 
opportunity  of  reaching  Cincinnati  by  water,  and  the  extra  expense  and  tedious- 
ness  of  traveling  by  stage,  with  his  family  of  seven,  over  those  terrible  roads,  500 
miles,  at  that  season  of  the  year,  seemed  indeed  appalling.  But  grace  triumphed, 
and  very  decidedly  he  said,  "  I  shall  obey  God  and  leave  the  consequences  with 
him."  He  stayed,  and  was  invited  to  preach  on  the  Sabbath.  His  stay  proved  a 
blessing  to  others  at  least.  On  Monday,  much  to  the  surprise  of  all,  a  small 
steamer  landed  at  the  wharf  and  advertised  to  leave  for  Cincinnati  on  Tuesday. 
On  leaving  the  hotel,  he  found  his  bill  paid,  and  with  hearts  full  of  joy  w^e  wcut 
on  board  the  little  "  Reindeer,"  which  God  had  seemingly  sent  for  us,  and  on 
Wednesday,  with  waving  hats  we  passed  the  great  steamer  fast  on  a  sand  bar,  and 
so  reached  our  destination  sooner  than  we  should  have  done  if  we  had  started  on 
the  Sabbath.  That  incident  has  been  of  great  value  to  me  all  through  my  life. 
Wlien  tempted  to  trample  God's  flag  under  foot,  I  have  remembered  the  words, 
**  I  shall  obey  God,  and  leave  the  consequences  with  him." 

He  had  not  been  long  at  his  work  when,  early  one  morning,  on  entering  the 
Tract  depository,  he  was  asked  if  he  had  heard  of  the  arrival  of  the  new  mis- 
sionary. After  being  kept  in  suspense  awhile,  he  was  told  that  one  of  the  mission- 
aries had  been  made  glad  in  the  birth  of  a  son!  To  which  he  quickly  replied, 
"  Ah,  but  he  must  be  born  again,  before  he  can  receive  from  the  A.  H.  M.  Society 
a  commission  to  preach  the  gospel  of  Christ." 

Mr.  Cushman  entered  upon  his  work  with  great  zeal  and  an  energy  beyond  his 
physical  strength.  In  August,  1841,  he  made  a  tour  through  the  St^te  of  Ohio, 
and  while  presenting  his  cause  at  Wooster  was  taken  with  syncope  and  carried, 
dying,  from  the  pulpit  to  the  parlor  of  a  friend.  So  he  fell  with  his  armor  on. 
"  He  rests  from  his  labors,  and  his  works  do  follow  him." 

I  received  my  first  commission  from  the  A.   H.   M.  S.,  in  1841,  with  an 

appropriation  of  $6^,  to  eke  out  a  salary  of  $350,  to  labor  with  and  for  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Batavia.  Ohio.  Congregationalism  was  regarded  at  that  lime 
as  a  New  England  shrub ;  and,  strange  to  tell,  when  grafted  into  a  Presbyterian 
tree  it  always  bore  Presbyterian  fruit,  and  when  Presbyterian  ism  was  grafted  into 
it,  the  fruit  would  somehow  be  the  same.  "  The  plan  of  union  "  worked  well  oh 
way.  It  was  my  first  pastorate  after  my  labors  in  the  island  of  Jamaica,  and  my 
heart  was  full  of  "  union."  I  found  there  was  preaching  at  the  church  of  another 
denomination  (not  Presbyterian)  every  alternate  Sabbath,  and  as  I  was  to  preach 
at  an  out  station  half  the  time,  I  arranged  my  appointments  so  as  in  no  way  to 
confiict  with  theirs.  All  worked  very  pleasantly  for  awhile,  and  both  congrega- 
tions mingled  not  only  on  the  Sabbath,  but  also  in  our  weekly  prayer-meetings. 
But  ere  long  the  other  services  were  changed  to  the  same  day  and  hour  of  my 
appointment.  As  charity  thinketh  no  evil,  I,  at  no  little  inconvenience,  arranged 
to  occupy  the  vacant  Sabbath.  Very  shortly  they  changed  again  ;  and  on  inquiry 
I  found  their  change  was  of  design  ;  and  all  efforts  for  union,  though  cherished 
by  the  private  members,  were  repulsed  by  the  preacher  in  charge.  Again  and  again. 
at  different  places,  I  have  attempted  hearty  coSperation  with  that  denomination, 
but  always  without  success  when  they  were  in  the  majority.  Invariably  your 
commission  has  awakened  a  wonderful  zeal  to  occupy  the  same  field  at  tJie  tame 
time. 

In  the  winter  of  1864-65,  our  hearts  were  drawn  to  the  lumbering  regions  of 
Michigan,  by  reading,  in  27ie  Home  Missionary^  accounts  of  the  destitution  then. 
A  letter  from  my  old  chum,  Geo.  Thompson,  pointed  especially  to  Pentwater  as  a 
dScld  of  promisA  for  which  I  was  *'  just  the  man."     I  found  that  a  small  Congr^- 
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tional  church  had  been  organized  there,  a  few  years  before ;  but  the  last  memher  of 
tJuit  organization  had  been  burie<i  the  day  before  my  arrival.  There  was  then  no 
religious  service  of  any  kind  in  the  village.  I  was  therefore  welcomed  by  all 
classes.  It  was  decidedly  a  forbidding  field,  which  made  the  call  the  more  urgent 
My  coming,  however,  seemed  greatly  to  enhance  its  importance ;  for  the  presiding 
jldcr,  fifty  miles  away,  on  learning  of  my  arrival,  immedifttely  detailed  men  for 
-his  post  from  different  and  distant  points.  One  of  them,  leaving  his  own  work, 
3ame  fifty  miles  through  the  woods,  to  meet  the  exigency  and  repeat  the  orders  of 
tiis  superior. 

For  over  two  years  our  meetings  were  held  in  the  school-house,  which  was  often 
crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity.  To  most  it  seemed  preposterous  to  attempt  to 
t>uild,  and  I  was  designated  as  "  the  man  who  believed  in  doing  impossibilities,^' 
for  insisting  that  it  could  be  done.  But  with  the  motto  **  If  ye  have  faith  as  a 
^rain  of  mustard-seed  .  .  ."  the  project  was  undertaken,  and  the  mountains  re- 
naovcd  into  the  midst  of  the  sea.  A  very  neat  edifice  was  built,  furnished,  and 
paid  for,  at  a  cost  of  about  |!3,000. 

When  the  house  was  seen  to  be  a  success,  one  of  the  business  men  proffered  a 
two-hundred-dollar  organ,  on  condition  that  we  should  obtain  a  good  bell.  About 
this  time  The  Advance  offered  a  church  bell  as  a  premium  for  a  given  number  of 
subscribers.  These  were  obtained,  by  a  thorough  canvass  of  the  field  for  fifty  miles 
iround.  The  bell  and  organ  secured,  all  were  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  the 
Triune  God.  I  remained  at  Pentwater  four  years  and  a  half,  preaching  in  the  vil- 
lage every  Sa!)bath  morning,  and  either  at  Hart,  Weare,  Golden,  Shelby,  or  Lud- 
ington,  in  the  afternoon  and  evening,  with  frequent  week-day  appointments,  far 
n  the  regions  beyond,  Cliurches  were  duly  organized,  at  Pentwater,  Hart,  and 
Shelby,   each  having  a  pastor  of  its  own  soon  after  I  left. 

In  the  fall  of  1869,  our  attention  was  called  to  Nebraska,  by  special  providence, 
vhich,  at.  the  time  seemed  inscrutable.  But  the  call  was  imperative,  and  was 
obeyed.  On  reaching  the  field,  we  found  a  little  band  of  praying  ones.  After 
igain  and  again  trying  to  find  a  man  of  their  choice,  they  had  submitted  their 
;ase  to  God  with  this  test :  they  would  receive  as  from  God,  the  man  whom  the 
luperintendent  of  missions  should  send  to  them.  A  letter  from  him  announcing 
)ur  arrival  assured  them  that  their  prayers  were  answered,  and  we  were  received  as 
he  messengers  of  God. 

We  had  left  a  loving  people  and  a  pleasant  home,  and  were  strangers  in  a  strange 
and.  But  "  the  very  hairs  of  our  head  are  all  numbered."  A  former  superintend- 
tnt  of  missions  in  Iowa,  with,  a  friend  of  his  from  Columbus,  "happened  "  to  be  at 
he  hotel  in  Schuyler,  at  the  time  of  our  arrival  there.  On  learning  our  mission 
hey  introduced  themselves,  and  kindly  piloted  us  over  the  prairies  and  through 
he  sloughs,  six  or  eight  miles,  to  the  place  of  crossing  the  Platte.  Here  we  found 
he  ferry-boat  frozen  fast  upon  a  sand  bar.  So  there  was  no  crossing  for  "  Dove," 
he  faithful  old  horse  that  had  been  such  an  essential  factor  in  missionary  work  in 
fichigan,  and  our  reliance  for  Nebraska.  Furthermore,  we  were  told  for  our 
omfort,  that  it  was  doubtful  whether  there  was  a  house  in  Butler  County  largo 
nough  to  accommodate  us  all  with  our  baggage.  In  view  of  all  the  facts,  son  and 
aughter,  with  old  Dove  and  the  buggy,  accepted  an  invitation  from  the  Columbus 
riend  to  make  his  house  their  home.  Wife  and  I  were  put  across  the  river,  one 
t  fi  time,  in  a  box,  a  kind  of  improvised  row-boat ;  while  two  of  the  praying 
ncs,  on  the  opposite  ice-bound  shore,  watched  us  with  throbbing  hearts,  as  they 
4W  our  frail  skiff  rapidly  carried  down  stream  by  the  current  of  floating  ice.  Be 
ssured  there  was  heartfelt  joy  as  we  placed  our  feet  on  the  land,  where  we  were 
)  find  a  new  home,  enter  upon  a  new  work,  and  form  new  Uea  Iot  ^\ATTi\Vs« 
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While  the  friends  were  waiting  for  a  conveyance,  we  formed  an  acquaintance 
with  the  ferry-man  which  afterwards  resulted  in  his  being  numbered  among  the 
people  of  God.  The  waiting  ones  at  length  took  us  to  their  own  home,  several 
miles  distant,  and  gave  us  their  own  bed,  while  they  slept  upon  the  floor.  Our 
l>aggage  was  *'  housed^'  out  of  doors,  by  being  covered  with  the  remnants  of  &n 
old  tent. 

Before  leaving  Michigan,  I  had  requested  the  Secretaries  to  transfer  my  commis- 
sion to  Nebraska.  For  some  reason,  the  answer  did  not  arrive  till  after  I  had  left, 
and  so  was  forwarded  to  me  in  Nebraska.  It  advised  me  to  remain  in  Bsntwater ! 
I  had  borrowed  funds  to  defray  our  expenses  here,  and  had  no  means  of  returning- 
I  must  confess  that,  with  a  part  of  my  family  on  one  side  of  the  river  and  a  part 
on  the  other,  with  no  place  to  lay  our  heads  or  store  our  goods,  things  looked  a 
little  gloomy,  although  we  knew  that  the  sun  was  shining  the  other  side  of  the 
cloud. 

Efforts  were  made,  again  and  again,  to  get  old  Dove  across.  We  finally  found 
a  colored  man  from  Columbus,  with  a  horse  and  buggy,  who  could  not  get  home; 
and  though  We  did  not  exactly  "  swap  horses  while  crossing  the  river,"  we  swapped 
till  we  could  cross,  and  son  and  daughter  were  boxed  across  as  we  had  been. 

I  found  that  a  county,  of  over  600  square  miles,  had  been  organized  the  year 
before,  with  nine  school  districts  "  blocked  out,"  and  three  schools  in  running 
order,  with  150  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one.  The  popuU- 
tion  was  chiefiy  in  the  Platte  Valley,  as  it  was  supposed  that  the  soil  outside  of  the 
valley  was  of  little  worth.  There  were  two  log  school-houses  about  ten  miles 
apart,  where  we  held  our  meetings.  I  located  midway  between  them,  where  I  sap 
posed  would  be  the  center  of  my  labors.  In  1870  a  court-house  was  built  io 
*8avannah,  and  regular  services  were  held  there.  During  the  summer,  contrary  to 
all  expectations,  emigration  poured  into  all  parts  of  the  county.  School  districts 
were  organized,  sod  school-houses  built,  and  on  every  hand  was  heard,  **  Can't 
you  come  and  ])reach  for  us  ? "  Thus,  little  by  little,  the  work  grew  upon  my 
hands,  till  I  had  six  regular  preaching  places — three  each  Sabbath — and  my  usual 
Sabbath  day*s  journey  was  from  25  to  30  miles. 

There  are  now  65  school  districts,  over  50  good  frame  school-houses,  and  8,600 
children  of  school  age.  In  1873  the  county-seat  was  removed  from  the  Platte 
Valley  to  the  center  of  the  county,  and  a  court-house  built  on  the  open  prairie, 
where  now  is  a  thriving  village  of  600  inhabitants.  The  little  church  of  thirteen 
members  in  1869  has,  by  colonization,  grown  into  four  organizations,  with  over 
100  names  on  the  roll. 

Words  cannot  express  how  much  we  need  a  house  of  worship.  The  only  Protes- 
tant house  in  the  county  is  at  David  City.  It  belongs  to  the  M.  E.  Church,  but  is 
occupied  by  the  different  denominations  when  not  in  use  by  themselves.  The 
Romanists  have  four  houses  in  the  county,  and  are  expecting  to  build  another 
soon. 

Tour  space  will  not  allow  a  tithe  of  the  incidents  that  from  time  to  time  have 
thrilled  my  soul.  I  have  given  in  The  Home  Miesitmary^  a  few  that  I  supposed 
might  interest  its  readers,  and  show  your  patrons  the  kind  of  work  they  are  doing 
through  their  missionaries.  In  revie^yng  the  forty  years  of  my  ministry,  I  find 
much  to  call  for  "  confusion  of  face,"  while  unto  God  belongs  aU  praise  for  the 
little  that  has  been  accomplished. 
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DIVIDINa  AS  HE  WILL.  . 

BY  RKV.   IC    K.    WHITTLESEY,   D.D.,   OF  ILLINOIS. 

**  Dividing  to  every  man  severally  as  he  wilL" 

It  \a  admirable  to  see— this  distribution  of  gifts ;  this  gift  eDnobling  one,  and 
that  another.  The  last  instance  impressing  me,  was  that  of  a  missionary  who  said 
with  some  emphasis,  *'I  don't  do  it;  I  can  not ;  I  would  rather  starve  than  be  in 
debt ;  I  woold  take  a  saw,  and  saw  wood  first ^'  A  man  weighing  two  hundred 
pounds  would  be  a  poor  subject  to  begin  a  process  of  starvation  withl  He  asked 
for  the  year,  $600  only,  that  he  might  serve  the  Master  there,  and  neither  leave  the 
field,  nor  go  in  debt. 

*'  If  myself  and  daughter  had  not  done  our  own  work,  we  should  not  have  a 
roof  to  cover  us."  But  their  covering  was  substantial ;  quite  elegant,  indeed.  I 
know  of  no  other  pastof  s  wife  who  has  a  home  at  once  so  costly  and  so  pleasant. 
Her  husband^s  salary  was  more  than  three  times  that  of  the  other ;  and  in  addition 
to  that,  a  patrimony  falling  to  them  helped  to  build  the  home,  and  justified  at  last 
the  husband's  life-long  generous  giving  to  the  cause  of  God.  Her  word  was  mod- 
estly, not  boastfully  spoken ;  rather  as  emphasizing  the  importance  of  self  help,  of 
resoluteness,  of  vigorous  and  honorable  economy.  This  was  her  gift,  from  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord.  But  how  different  were  the  morning  ablutions  of  the  prophet 
Elisha,  or  any  other  man,  in  the  comfortable  dwelling  of  the  latter,  with  bowl  and 
ewer,  in  the  bed  chamber ;  and  the  wash,  at  the  door  of  the  other,  from  a  tin  basin 
on  a  bit  of  board  nailed  to  a  single  stake  driven  into  the  ground  I  In  cottage  or 
mansion,  is  there  any  other  way  to  an  independent  Christian  manhood,  or  saving 
influence,  than  this :  to  owe  no  man  anything  ? 

I  am  pleased  with  these  graces  of  character ;  and  I  must  do  my  part,  in  my  par- 
ticular sphere,  in  this  wheel  in  the  middle  of  a  wheel  of  God's  providence,  whose 
rings,  full  of  eyes,  high  going  and  far  (so  high,  that  they  were  dreadful),  that 
neither  this  pastor  nor  that  missionary  brother  shall  break  down  and  incur  a  debt 
The  vigilant  economy  of  their  households  is  not  without  a  blessing  to  themselves, 
in  health  and  peace.  And  I  cannot  tell  which  is  the  dearer  privilege ;  to  kneel  on 
the  bare  kitchen  floor,  by  the  one  fire,  with  the  one ;  or  on  the  Brussels  carpet  of 
the  other,  where  a  grate  gives  cheer  and  warmth,  and  a  chandelier  sheds  an  over- 
shadowing glory.  Most  benignant  and  blessed  to  each  is  their  God.  Beautiful 
ind  dear  the  far-shining  Father's  house.  Fair  on  their  silvery  locks,  thinning  and 
nvhitening,  falls  the  sweet  light  of  that  day-dawn  and  day-star  of  the  coming  mor- 
row.    When  they,  by  their  different  ways,  arrive  at  home,  may  I  be  there  to  see  I 

But  in  the  meantime,  What  shall  we  do  for  the  misuonary^  that  he  may  incur  no 
Uhtf  Are  there  not  15,000,  in  the  more  than  20,000  in  our  Illinois  churches,  who 
^ould  give  this  year  one  dollar  each? — who  can  give  it  now,  to-day,  to  clear  the 
Society  of  debfc  by  the  close  of  its  financial  year  ?  "I  surely  could  have  given 
wo  cents  a  weeh^  if  anybody  had  asked  me  for  it,'^  said  a  blushing  girl,  with  no 
)ecuniary  resources.  Are  there  not  more  than  1,000  who  could  give  ten  dollars  each^ 
f  there  were  anybody  to  ask  it  ?  I  am  sure  there  are.  '*  We  need  to  make  this 
Flomc  Missionary  work  look  large,  to  every  body,''  writes  a  young  missionary. 
That  is  the  need  of  this  hour,  to  an  embarrassed  treasury  ;  a  becoming  and  righteous 
ihowman,  making  this  work  "  look  large  " — a  great  salvation !  We  cannot  afford 
\o  have  these  godly  men  serving  tables.  The  work  is  too  great.  There  are  those 
^ho  do  not  know  the  men  and  their  work,  their  differing  g^fts.  Look  at  th\% 
ecord,  in  a  letter  by  to-day's  mail. 
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"  Yesterday  completes  my  sixth  year  of  service  :  589  new  sermons  ;  228  regular 
weekly  prayer-meetings  (part  of  this  time  in  the  seminary) ;  I  have  lost  but  one  prayer- 
meeting,  and  not  a  Sabbath  by  sickness.  Eleven  Sabbaths  only,  was  I  absent  from 
the  field,  and  *  supplied*  seven  of  these;  made  1,511  pastoral  visits;  10,400  miles 
of  travel,  within  the  parish;  11,580  miles  of  railway  travel,  on  church  busines 
(eighteen  months  supplying  from  the  seminary,  and  part  of  a  year  on  two  fields), 
including  going  to,  and  returning  from,  meeting  of  Association.  Tour  missionary 
has  been  busy,  if  nothing  more." 

Ilia  salary  the  last  year,  if  fully  paid,  was  $700.  Next  to  the  Home  Missionary 
Society,  he  was  by  far  the  largest  contributor  to  his  own  support.  It  is  he,  who 
says,  **  we  need  to  make  it  look  larger," — this  evangelizing  a  nation.  Having  car- 
ried the  musket  on  bloody  fields,  he  must  needs  see  it  to  be  large.  Is  he  a  fit  mis- 
sionary, an  illumined  Christian,  to  whom  it  doesn^?^  look  large?  So  looked  his 
work  to  the  Master  himself:  "How  often  could  I  have  gathered  thy  children!'' 
There  should  be  money  enough  for  those  working  for  man's  redemption,  in  a  nation 
that  may  yet  underlie  all  nations.  **  He  tliat  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  deliv- 
ered him  up  for  us  all,  how  shall  he  not  with  him  also  freely  give  us  all  things?'* 


A  GERMAN  MISSIONARY'S  PLEA  FOR  HELP. 

Wnv  do  so  many  German  Congregational  ministers  leave  us,  and  join  other  de- 
nominations ?  And  how  is  it  that  other  German  denominations  of  churches  are  so 
prosperous,  increasing  whilst  ours  decrease  ?  The  causes  are  various.  One  of  these 
is  poverty.  The  poor  day -laborer,  thrown  out  of  employment,  is  in  a  helpless  and 
pitiful  condition.  So  is  it  with  a  poor  minister  when  out  of  a  pastorate.  3fost 
of  the  German  Congregational  ministers  have  a  salary  from  $400  to  $500  a  year 
only.  Now,  if  with  himself  and  wife,  one  or  more  children  have  to  be  supported, 
how  much  of  his  salary  is  left  at  the  close  of  the  year  ?  When  out  of  emi)loyment, 
he  cannot  go  to  seek  a  new  field,  for  he  has  nothing  to  go  with.  He  can  only  write 
letters  of  inquiry  to  brethren  and  friends,  far  and  near ;  and  experience  proves 
that  such  letters  often  bring  no  result. 

Again :  Congregationalism  is  not  much  known  amongst  the  Germans ;  they  think 
it  has  not  passed  its  childhood  yet,  and  cannot  go  alone ;  it  must  be  helped  by 
parents,  sisters,  and  brothers.  Many  Germans  not  acquainted  with  Congregational- 
ism, look  upon  it  as  a  stranger  cliild  among  them.  They  are  amazed  and  curious 
when  we  tell  them  who  we  are. 

Again :  there  is  prosely  tism.  Ministers  of  other  denominations  take  special  notice 
of  a  brother  in  straitened  circumstances ;  visit  him,  show  their  sympathy  in  words 
and  deeds;  offer  him  employment  with  **a  better  salary"  than  he  can  get  in  our 
fold.  Although  the  brother  wishes  to  remain  with  us,  yet,  seeing  no  open  door- 
other  pastors  persuading  him — his  helpless  condition  compels  him  to  leave  us,  and 
go  over  to  fill  the  ranks  of  others.  It  is  painful  to  see  that  the  harvest  is  so  great, 
and  the  laborers  so  few,  and  yet  be  unable  to  keep  the  few  German  Congregational 
iiinisters  amongst  us,  to  spread  the  gospel  among  the  thousands  of  their  destitute 
.  countrymen,  just  for  lack  of  the  needed  money. 

Again :  oeremonial  and  formal  Christianity,  which  the  immigrants  have  brought 
over,  like  weeds,  thrives  everywhere.  This  must  first  be  rooted  out,  before  our 
principles,  doctrines,  and  usages  can  be  planted.  To  do  this  not  only  requires 
wisdom  and  patience,  but  money  also.  With  this,  many  other  denominations  »eem 
to  be  better  provided.  The  Methodists,  the  "  Evangelical  Association "  (Al- 
brighta),  the  German  Baptists,  all  have  their  evangelists,  seeking  new  fields,  sup< 
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plying  vacant  churches  for  a  time ;  and  they  have  good  success.  The  German 
Presbyterians  have  their  colporteurs,  who  traverse  the  country  with  the  means  for 
organizing  churches.  So  of  the  Reformed  Union  Synod  of  the  West,  Lutherans,  and 
others ;   they  gather  in  many  Germans. 

Another  great  lack  is,  a  religious  literature  in  German ;  tracts,  monthly  or 
weekly  papers,  in  which  might  be  set  forth  the  doctrines,  prificipleSf  and  vsages  of 
our  denomination. 

Nor  again :  have  we  any  seminary,  where  German  young  men  can  be  educated 
for  the  ministry.  What  success  could  be  expected  from  our  English  brethren  and 
churches  in  the  same  circumstances,  if  they  could  not  be  educated  in  their  own 
institutions,  in  their  own  language?  if  they  had  to  be  contented  with  literature 
of  other  denominations  ?  if  they  had  no  seminaries,  no  tracts,  no  papers  or  books; 
these  of  every  other  sort,  but  nothing  of  their  own. 

Another  obstacle  is  the  distrust  of  Germans  by  their  American  brethren.  Often 
has  it  been  said  by  some  of  our  American  brethren,  "The  Germans  never  will  make 
good  Congregationalists ;  all  work  and  expense  for  them  is  in  vain."  Such  talk 
is  throwing  water  on  the  fire,  and  does  us  German  ministers  and  churches  more 
harm  than  all  other  opposition  from  every  other  quarter.  But,  if  we  Germans 
should  be  looked  upon  as  unworthy,  then  we  are  all  the  more  in  need ;  and  on 
that  ground  have  a  right  to  apply  for  assistance.  The  so  often  repeated  remark, 
^*  Congregationalists  can  do  nothing  amongst  the  Germans,"  ««tfm«  to  be  plausible; 
but  the  Germans  are  lost  sinners^  just  like  others ;  not  more,  not  less.  When  he  is 
regenerated  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  German  is  jast  as  good  a  child  of  God,  and  then 
he  makes  as  good  a  Congregationalist  as  anybody  else. 

We  hear  much  of  the  4,000,000  Freedmen,  Chinese  and  Indians.  Their  poor 
souls  need  great  sympathy,  and  it  has  been  extended.  That  is  welL  But  if  spme- 
thing  in  like  manner,  say  one-fifth  of  this  sympathy  and  sacrifice  were  given  to  the 
5,000,000  Germans,  that  sowing  like  the  mustard  seed,  would  soon  sprout,  grow 
and  spread  out  its  branches,  so  that  the  birds  of  the  air  might  dwell  in  its  shade. 
Lord,  thy  Kingdom  come  1 


^xnUnui^    %xiU\\x%tut. 


CALIFORNIA. 
HeD.  O.  M.  Dexter^  Pdchec4, 

GREATLY  ENOOUBAGBD. 

My  work  from  the  beginning  has  been 
hopeful  and  encouraging,  with  good  at- 
tendance upon  preaching,  and  plenty  of 
call  for  pastoral  visitation.  Church- 
members  have  been  quickened,  their  lips 
opened  in  prayer- meeting,  and  the  family 
altar  erected  in  several  homes  where  it 
had  never  been  before.  No  special 
meetings  have  been  held,  but  inquiry 
meetings  at  my  home  called  out  some 
who  were  burdened  with  sin.  These 
were  chiefly  young  people. 

One  case  has  greatly  interested  me  : 


that  of  a  Roman  Catholic,  a  mother  of 
several  children.  She  became  deeply  in- 
terested in  our  services,  and  after  a  few 
sermons,  said  to  me :  "  My  heart  is  aching 
to  enter  the  new  church  which  you  are 
about  to  organize,  if  I  dared  to  leave  my 
own  communion.  Is  it  really  true  that 
I  cannot  be  saved  if  I  should  leave  the 
Romish  Church  ?  "  Without  urging  her 
to  leave  her  church,  I  explained  to  her 
that  we  too  hoped  to  be  saved ;  gave  her 
the  reasons  for  our  hopes,  and  told  her 
to  follow  the  leadings  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
which  was  at  work  upon  her  heart.  I 
added  that  if  she  felt  that  she  would  be 
at  home  with  us,  we  would  gladly  wel- 
come her ;  but  if  she  felt  more  at  home 


284 


THB  HOME  MI88IONABT. 


April, 


in  her  own  chnrcb,  and  was  satisfied  with 
its  teachings,  she  should  by  all  means  re- 
main there.  For  several  days  she  was 
much  troubled,  but  finally  yielded  to 
her  better  conyictions,  and  cheerfully 
came  into  our  church,  on  confession. 
Since  then  she  expresses  herself  as  per- 
fectly satisfied  in  her  new  faith,  and  is  a 
Tery  active  worker  with  us.  The  Holy 
Spirit  is  still  moving  upon  the  hearts  of 
others,  and  we  are  all  grateful  and  happy 
at  the  manifestations  of  his  power  among 


WYOMING. 
Sev.  (7.  M,  Sander$,  Oheymne. 

FROOBS88. 

Since  my  last  we  have  added  to  our 
meeting-house  a  pastor^s  study,  infant- 
class  room,  and  choir  and  organ  room ; 
so  that  we  can  now  accommodate  nearly 
100  more.  This  extra  room  was  needed 
for  special  occasions  and  the  Sabbath- 
school  ;  the  cost,  about  $400,  was  raised 
by  small  subscriptions,  mainly  from 
"  outsiders."  I  am  happy  to  report  that 
we  have  made  several  valuable  additions 
also  to  the  spiritual  house.  Two  young 
men,  by  letter;  and  four  young  ladies, 
from  one  of  our  Sabbath-school  classes, 
on  confession;  the  teacher  of  the  class 
is  one  of  the  four  lawyers  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  church  and  teachers  in  the 
school.  Socially,  we  were  never  in  bet- 
ter case. 

COIOTT. 

The  have  organized  and  hold 

occasional  Sabbath  services,  being  sup- 
plied by  their  minister  from .    This 

will  affect  us,  very  likely,  in  numbers 
and  resources.  We  hope,  however,  to 
make  gains  from  "  the  world,"  and  to 
hold  our  own  and  more,  without  deplet- 
ing other  churches.  I  exchanged  with 
a  pastor  of    another    denomination   at 

,  some  months  ago,  and  found  that 

there  were  there  between  twenty  and 
thirty  Congregationalist  members.  Said 
a  brother  to   me:    "Two-thirds  of  the 


church  are  Congregationalists,  and  not 
all  of  our  people  are  in  that  church 
either.  One  of  the  deacons  of  another 
church  here  is  a  Congregationalist." 

Now,  there  is  as  great  a  call  for  a  Con- 
gregationalist church  there  as  for  an- 
other denomination  in  Cheyenne;  and 
if  we  were  to  follow  the  example  of  the 

and  the  ^  we  should  organize 

there.  I  have  been  asked  to  "  look  after 
our  interests "  there ;  but  they  find  it 
hard  work  to  support  the  churches  thej 
now  have.     The  fact  is,  as  we  have  ^ven 

up to  the ,  they  should  vacate 

here.  But  their  "  pope  "  says,  No ;  he  is 
going  to  have  a church  in  Chey- 
enne, if  he  has  to  supply  it  himself. 
The  reason  why  we  report  no  more  new 
churches  is,  that  we  do  not  wish  to  organ- 
ize one  where  to  do  so  may  in  any  way 
hinder  the  cause  of  Christ,  or  weaken 
sister  churches.  That  work  we  leave  for 
others.  And  yet  the  human  nature  of 
some  folks  rebels.  "  Others  may  come 
in  and  weaken  you,"  they  say,  *'  but  you 
do  not  feel  it  right  to  pay  them  back  in 
their  own  coin."  And  it  is  true,  we  do 
not.  This  matter  of  "  denominational 
comity "  is  one  of  great  interest  to  the 
cause  of  Christ  in  these  frontier  towns. 
Something  ought  be  done;  but  tchatf 
that's  the  difficult  question.  I  am  will- 
ing that  Congregationalism  should  be 
the  Jonah  now  and  then  ;  but  as  to  its 
being  everywhere  and  everlastingly  the 
Jonah,  "I  object."  A  new  church  is 
not  always  a  new  stake  driven  for  Christ. 
How  frequently  it  is  the  splitting  of  one 
already  driven,  giving  you  two  weak 
sticks,  instead  of  one  good  strong  stake 
that  something  of  value  may  be  tied  to ! 


DAKOTA. 

Rev.  L,  Bridgmany  Riverside. 

CAUGHT  BT  A  BLIZZAPD. 

Twice  I  have  failed  to  reach  my  ap- 
pointment in  consequence  of  stormy 
weather.  On  my  return  from  Richland, 
from  my  last  appointment,  I  was  over- 
taken by  one  of  our  fearful  "  blizzard  " 
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storms,  and  detained  twenty-four  hours. 
Then  I  had  to  travel  twenty-four  miles, 
in  the  face  of  a  furious  north-western 
gale.  Thanks  to  the  ladies  and  friends 
in  that  New  Hampshire  parish,  who  fur- 
nished me  with  a  buffalo  overcoat,  two 
years  ago.  By  its  protection  I  was  en- 
abled to  travel  comfortably,  excepting 
as  to  my  hands  and  face. 

Congregations  in  my  three  different 
preaching-places  continue  about  as  they 
were.  Our  churches  and  friends  have 
sympathized  deeply  with  the  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society  in  its  pecuniary  depres- 
sion, and  would  be  very  glad  to  do  more 
for  themselves,  if  possible.  But  they 
cannot,  with  the  incumbrances  brought 
upon  them,  by  the  terrible  scourges 
through  which  Providence  has  led  them 
during  the  last  few  years.  According 
to  their  circumstances,  they  probably  fall 
behind  no  others  in  their  benevolence  in 
support  of  the  gospel  and  other  Chris- 
tian objects,  whether  East  or  West 


NEBRASKA. 
Hev.  W.  8.  Hampton^  ArborvUle, 

HOW  HB  FINDS  IT. 

When  I  arrived  here  from  Illinois, 
last  July,  I  found  the  people  hungry  for 
the  gospel.  The  church  had  been  organ- 
ized one  year,  and  consisted  of  sixteen 
members.  They  had  had  only  occasional 
preaching,  and  in  the  six  years  before 
the  organization,  services  had  been  held 
for  about  eighteen  months  only.  The 
people  are  from  all  points  east  of  us,  in- 
cluding both  Union  and  Rebel  soldiers, 
many  of  whom  were  members  of  M.  E. 
classes.  Many  also  were  members  of 
Eastern  churches,  quite  a  large  propor- 
tion of  wliom  had  denied  their  Lord. 
In  a  place  ten  miles  square,  I  am  told, 
there  has  not  been  what  would  properly 
be  called  a  pastoral  visit  since  the  country 
has  been  settled.  You  will  readily  see 
their  need  of  a  Home  Missionary.  In 
my  visits  I  have  ever  been  welcomed  by 
all  alike,  whether  old  or  young.  Chris- 
tians or  non-professors.     Several  expect 


to  unite  with  us,  and  prospects  are  very 
good  for  a  prosperous,  growing  church. 
Our  Sabbath-school  is  doing  a  good 
work  among  the  young.  The  Bible- 
class  usually  contains  from  fifteen  to 
twenty-five  heads  of  families.  I  have 
found  but  one  man  who  claims  to  be  a 
skeptic.  He  refuses  to  converse  on  the 
subject,  or  listen  to  the  truth  in  any 
form.  I  had  not  expected  so  general  an 
assent  to  the  truth.  The  great  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  the  work  here  is  the  un- 
faithfulness of  those  professing  religion. 
It  is  wonderful  to  see  how  some  churches 
will  try  to  increase  numbers  at  the  ex- 
pense of  true  piety.  Outsiders  see  it 
and  are  not  slow  to  say  so,  when  ap- 
proached on  the  subject  of  personal  re- 
ligion. They  always  see  Judas  before 
they  see  J^us.  Morals  are  as  good  as 
can  be  exjjected  where  nearly  every  man 
and  boy,  and  many  of  the  women,  use  tO' 
baeeo^  and  all  non-professors  and  some 
professors  of  religion  use  intoxicating 
drinks.  These  two  evils  are  working 
great  harm  in  this  western  country. 
Where  drunkenness  is,  there  follows  a 
long  list  of  vices  and  immoralities.  But 
the  temperance  cause  is  gaining  bravely. 


KANSAS. 

Bev.  L,  Armshy,  Coitncil  Orove. 

BBRBAVKD. 

On  the  first    four  Sabbaths  of  this 

quarter,   I  only  preached    one  sermon 

each,  and  on  two  of  them  did  not  go  to 

my  country  appointment  at  all.     Our 

little  girl,  ten  and  a  half  years  old,  was 

taken  sick  with  what  we  thought  was 

simply  a  cold.    This  was  on  Saturday. 

Monday  she  was  so  much  better  that  she 

rode  with  mo  around  the  village.     She 

was  out  playing,  and  seemed  happy  and 

cheerful  as  ever.    We  did  not  suppose 

her  seriously  sick ;  but  wq  soon  found 

that  she  had  diphtheria.      If  we   had 

j  known  this  in  the  beginning— but  the 

i  knowledge  came  too  late.     The  conflict 

I  with  disease  was  terrific,  for  her  hold 

upon  life  was  remarkably  tenacious.     I 

,  was  obliged  to  b^  mtViVkSst  xckSsisX.  ^\  'Oaa 
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time  at  night,  as  the  watchers  could  not 
control  her.  But,  when  not  delirious, 
she  was  inexpressibly  sweet  and  sub- 
missive, and  grateful  for  every  attention  ; 
and  although  expecting  to  recover, 
muni  Tested  such  an  entire  willingness  to 
go,  if  it  were  God's  will,  that  our  love 
for  her  seemed  to  increase  a  hundred 
fold.  On  Thursday  morning  the  strug- 
gle ended,  and  our  dear  child  went 
away,  as  we  most  confidently  believe,  to 
heaven.  It  is  infinitely  better  to  be  in 
heaven  than  to  live  on  earth,  we  know  ; 
and  yet  that  thought  cannot  take  away 
our  sorrow.  Her  departure  seems  to 
have  taken  so  much  away  from  life. 
The  house  seems  so  lonely  and  empty 
without  her,  we  miss  her  so  much  every- 
where .  The  kindness  of  the  people  was 
superabundant  in  our  great  affliction. 
They  generously  offered  me  a  vacation ; 
but  no  place  seemed  so  desirable  for  rest 
as  home.  And  staying  at  home,  it  seemed 
better  to  hold  at  least  one  service  on  the 
Sabbath. 


MINNESOTA. 

Hev.  O.  8.  Pdton  Olyndon, 

AWAKENING. 

"We  have  been  blessed  with  a  refresh- 
ing from  on  high.  Our  people  were 
spiritually  cold.  At  the  coming  on  of 
winter,  some  did  not  wish  to  have  the 
prayer- meetings  in  the  church,  so  we  met 
at  private  houses.  Only  a  few  faithful 
ones  came ;  but  we  prayed  for  the  Spirit's 
power.  We  observed  the  week  of  pray- 
er, and  from  the  very  beginning  there  was 
the  conscious  presence  of  God.  The 
number  and  interest  increased ;  Christians 
began  to  confess  their  faults  one  to  an- 
other. Finally,  on  a  Saturday  evening  an 
inquiry  meeting  was  held  and  several 
were  found  to  be  anxious  for  their  souls* 
salvation.  It  was  aecided  to  continue 
the  meeting,  and  for  two  weeks  more 
the  interest  went  on,  without  the  least 
excit<?ment,  but  with  a  powerful  feel- 
ing affecting  all  classes.  Every  night 
there  were  new  cases  of  interest.  It  has 
not  died  out,  by  any  means.     That  it  is 


as  warm  as  ever  is  eyidenced  by  the  at- 
tendance on  all  our  religious  services. 
The  number  converted  I  cannot  tell. 
Certainly  there  are  twenty,  and  probably 
more. 

In  the  third  week  of  the  meetings,  I 
was  much  surprised  to  receive  a  letter 
from  Audubon,  from  a  man  whom  I 
knew  well,  though  he  rarely  ever  came 
to  church — asking  me  to  remember  him 
and  others  in  our  prayers.  I  had  not 
been  aware  of  any  special  religious  in- 
terest there.  In  fact,  I  was  clear  dis- 
couraged and  felt  like  giving  up  entirelj ; 
all  seemed  to  be  going  for  naught  Ah, 
how  little  do  we  know  of  G^d's  purposes  I 
That  was  about  the  last  place  where  1 
would  have  looked  for  a  revival  It  was 
needed  badly  enough,  but  I  thouglit  the 
evil  one  was  too  strong.  The  Lord  wag 
planning  very  differently.  I  wetit  to 
spend  a  Sabbath,  and  preached  from 
the  parable  of  "  the  prodigal  son.*'  The 
Lord  sent  home  my  feeble  words  to  their 
hearts  and  consciences.  After  the  sermon 
I  held  a  brief  prayer- meeting,  and  at  the 
close  invited  all  who  wished  for  the 
prayers  of  the  church  to  rise ;  to  our 
utter  surprise,  eight  arose,  then  the 
church  broke  down,  and  a  most  affecting 
scene  followed.  I  pronounced  the  bene- 
diction, but  the  people  would  not  go 
home.  One  brother  wanted  to  "say 
just  a  word,"  then  another  brother  con- 
fessed his  faults ;  then  a  sister  must  say 
something,  and  for  half  an  hour  this 
scene  went  on — confession,  prayer  and 
tears.  Tlie  evening  meeting  was  very 
solemn.  From  that  time  the  work  has 
been  going  on  gradually,  firmly,  surely. 


IOWA. 


Ret.  G.  C.  Lochridge^  Center  Bnnt 

RBVIVED. 

The  past  quarter,  especially,  has  been 
a  precious  season  for  my  field.  TTe 
have  held  extra  union  meetings,  five 
weeks  in  Center  Point,  and  three  weeks 
in  Troy  Mills.  During  part  of  the  time 
Evangelist  Millard,  of  Dubuque,  was 
with  us.    I  think  there   were   75  or  80 
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n  the  two  places.    Wa  have 
just  closed  the  series,  and  do  not  yet 

know  just  hot?  much  we  shall  be 
mrciigthcDcd  nuiuericallj.  We  received 
ul  CuDtcr  Puint,  in  Pcbruar;,  eight  OD 
lirufessioD  and  six  by  letter,  ud(1  expect 
III  ruceive  a  numbur  more  to  both  church- 
es, at  our   Marcli   and   BUcceediug  cuui- 

Oar  proaprcta  for  permanently  estab- 
lishing and  Gustainiug  our  faith  and 
polity  here,  I  think,  are  brighter  than 
Ihej  have  bt-cn ;  though  there  are  yet 
difficulties.  If  we  can  hold  on  for  a 
luw  years,  all  will  be  right 


MICHIGAN. 
Jtet.   W.  Piatt,  Maple  Bapidt. 

ArTSR   THIRTV    TEAJIS. 

I  am  reminded,  as  I  sit  down  to  this 
last  report  for  the  year,  that  it  is  thirty 
yvar»  this  month  since  I  was  first  com- 
missioned by  the  Home  Missionary  So- 
ciety to  labor  in  Michigan.  My  com- 
mission was  signed  by  those  sainted 
men.  Drs.  Badger  and  Hall,  whose  mem- 
ories are  so  precious  to  all  tiie  home 
missionaries  of  that  day.  I  was  then  a 
young  man ;  but  as  I  find  myself  now 
past  sisty,  and  probably  on  the  lost  de- 
cade of  life,  I  can  truly  say,  "  Qooduess 
and  mercy  have  fallowed  me  "  all  my 
days ;  and  I  hope  to  "  dwell  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord "  while  I  live.  I 
liave  great  reason  for  praiao  and  grati- 
tude, that  I  am  still  able  to  labor.  In 
fact,  I  am  now  doing  as  mucb  work  as 
at  any  previous  period  of  my  ministry. 
Uf  the  forty  brethren  engaged  in  the 
ministry,  as  reported  in  the  Minutes  of 
our  State  Association,  that  year  (1848), 
niysi^lt  and  two  othera  ars  all  who  are 
n'lw  constantly  engaged  in  this  work; 
tLiid  only  nine  are  living  in  this  State. 
Such  are  the  changes  in  the  ranks  of  the 
ministry  in  thirty  years.  Soon  the  rem- 
nant which  is  left  will  have  gone.  But 
though  the  workmen  die,  the  work  will 
go  on. 


Rev.  J.  A.  McKay,  OUego  Lake. 

TSE    NEWBST    FIELD. 

In  my  pastoral  visits,  made  among  the 
homesteaders  mostly,  in  the  woods,  in 
log-houses,  and  in  shanties,  I  have  Imd 
some  good  and  interesting  seasons,  {"r^ 
freshing  to  my  own  soul.  In  one  BUiall 
lo^-bousu  I  found  a  family  coaf^isting  of 
fiilher,  mother,  and  nine  children,  tlie 
oldest  not  quite  thirteen  years  of  age. 
The  mother,  a  devoted  Christian  woman, 
a  daughter  of  New  England,  came  from 
Vermont,  but  is  now  living  on  a  home- 
stead, only  a  small  clearing,  and  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  any  neighbor. 

She  will  unite  with  the  church  of  Gay- 
lord  as  soon  as  she  can  go  there,  five 
miles  distant.  This  is,  on  the  whole, 
the  neiceat  field  I  was  ever  in  ;  enough  to 
do,  and  really  more  than  several  conld 
do,  if  it  were  done  as  it  should  be.     Bnt 


thur 


I  but  0 


;of  I 


siderable  time  is  required  to  go  over  the 
field-  Yet  I  hope  to  see  the  seed  germi- 
nate aud  grow,  after  a  while.  My  dear 
brethren,  pray  for  me. 


Bev.  J.  Riee,  Hematite. 

POOR,    BUT   PLUCKV. 

We  have  worked  on  amid  mingled 

darkness  and  light.  Many  uf  the  people 
arc  intelligent,  but  very  poor.  Repeated 
failures  have  disheartened  many,  who 
came  expecting  great  things  in  the  fruit 
line,  but  have  been  sadly  disappointed. 

In  my  pastoral  visits,  I  feel  at  almost 
every  tarn  that  I  ought  to  take  leni- 
poral  as  well  as  spiritual  food  along  with 
me  J  I  find  so  much  real  destitution. 
Some  that  united  with  our  church  in 
warm  weather  could  not  attend  in  the 
winter,  for  the  want  of  suitable  clothing. 
One  who  has  been  brought  up  and  al- 
ways lived  in  a  well-to-do  community, 
can  form  DO  correct  idea  of  these  out-of- 
t he  way  places. 

A  man  with  six  children,  whose  heart 
the  Lord  had  touched,  after  uniting 
with  us  said,  "  I  never  heard  a  prayer 
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offered  in  my  father's  house;  nor  any 
where  else  until  I  was  grown,"  At  our 
anniversary,  a  sister,  who  could  not  be 
present,  sent  in  a  request  that  the  mem- 
bers would  join  with  her  in  giving  the 
coming  year  one-tenth  of  all  they  could 
produce.  After  consultation  it  was 
agreed  to;  $100  in  cash  was  pledged, 
and  $300  in  labor,  towards  putting  up 
a  house  of  worship,  and  by  the  blessing 
of  God  we  hope  to  get  our  house  up,  the 
coming.8ea8on. 


ITEMS   PROM   THE   FIELD. 

— '*  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  in  Seattle  (Wash. 
Ter.),  Jan.  16th,  they  decided  to  assume 
the  entire  support  of  their  pastor,  Rev.  J. 
F.  Ellis,  for  the  currept  year,  thus  reliev- 
ing the  Society  to  that  extent." — Rev.  O, 
H,  Atkinson,  D.D. 

— Mr.  Ellis  also  writes  from  Seattle  : 
**The  good  time  has  come  six  months 
earlier  than  I  dared  to  hope.  The  church, 
by  a  hearty  and  unanimous  vote,  assumes 
self  support,  to  date  from  Jan.  1st,  1878; 
and  this  after  eight  of  our  number  had 
left.  That  the  action  was  hearty,  you 
may  see  from  the  fact  that  the  church 
refused  my  offer  to  take  off  $50  from  my 
salary  for  the  sake  of  the  effort.  "  Weekly 
offerings"  succeed.  The  first  week  in 
Jan.  brought  $300  more  than  the  old 
subscription  paper  could  show — to  the 
great  surprise  of  the  doubtful.  Many 
grateful  remembrances  of  the  good 
mother,  for  whose  blessing  we  hope." 

— **  We  have  had  a  good  time  in  the 
North  Fork  (Kansas)  church.  Nineteen 
have  professed  faith  in  Christ,  twelve 
have  united  with  the  church.  This  will 
double  the  number  since  the  recognition 
of  the  church,  and  treble  the  number  at 
its  organization,  a  little  over  a  year 
ago." — Bev.  J.  B.  SMiehter, 

— A  friend  writes,  from  a  distant 
Western  State :  "  There  is,  away  out 
here,   deep  sympathy  with  the    Home 


Missionary  Society,  deep  enough  to  get 
to  the  bottom  of  the  pocket,  but  it  finds 
little  money  there.  For  the  state  of 
things  among  us,  we  are  without  excuse. 
The  close  economy  and  carefulness  once 
practiced  in  New  England  would  have 
kept  every  mortgage  off  our  farms,  and 
would  have  given  us  enough  to  have  oiled 
the  wheels,  now  creaking  so  badly,  of 
every  Christian  enterprise.  But  whether 
this  economy  can  be  learned  and  prac- 
ticed, is  yet  to  be  seen.  I  see  how  the 
old  Society  staggers  under  its  burden 
of  debt  Is  there  not  earnest  prayer  of- 
fered that  it  may  find  immediate  re- 
lief ? " 

— A  Western  superintendent,  after  de- 
scribing a  long  and  wearisome  trip, 
adds: 

**  I  started  back  on  Monday  morning 
with  a  friend  on  horseback  over  these 
vast  prairies,  so  recently  a  solitude,  with 
the  morning  star  lying  low  in  the  kind- 
ling East.     We  reached ,  in  time  for 

the  8:30  train,  after  one  of  the  most  rapid 
and  jolting  rides  on  record.  I  should 
like  to  have  one  of  our  friends  who  are 
so  ready  with  their  figures  on  '*  cost  of 
administration,"  to  follow  me  for  six 
months,  in  actual  work  on  this  field. 
He  need  not  "  administrate  "  once ;  only 
just  keep  up.  I  am  very  fortunate  in 
traveling  this  year,  having  free  passes 
over  three  railroads,  and  half- fare  on  all 
the  rest,  which  I  think  you  will  regard 
as  something  remarkable  for  these  times 
of  stringency  in  the  pass  system." 

— A  Home  Missionary,  giving  an  ac- 
connt  of  an  awakened  religious  feeling 
among  his  people,  and  the  various  meth- 
ods of  opposers  to  hinder  it,  closes  with 
this,  that  we  think  is  a  new  invention  of 
the  adversary :  **  Then,  to  crown  all,  one 
of  the  most  outrageous  men  in  town,  ut- 
terly regardless  of  God  and  man,  U  suing 
several  members  of  the  church  for  debts  al- 
ready paid.  With  such  unjust  lawsuits 
hanging  over  their  heads,  our  people  aro 
in  no  fit  state  of  mind  for  revival  meet- 
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THE   LAST  CALL. 

The  following  circular  explains  itself. 
Probably  most  of  our  readers  will  have 
seen  it.  Just  after  our  March  number 
came  from  th^i  press,  tlie  officers  of  our 
ever  ready  Massachusetts  Auxiliary  in- 
formed us  of  the  lady's  generous  propo- 
sal, and  offered  to  try  to  raise  in  that 
State  one-third  of  the  needed  sum.  The 
apportionment  was  made,  and  the  cir- 
cular was  printed  in  the  papers  of  New 
England,  New  York,  and  the  West,  that 
are  most  widely  read  by  our  helpers. 

The  Superintendents  in  the  States 
named  at  once  set  about  the  work  with 
ready  zeal,  and  assure  us  of  their  confi- 
dence that  their  quotas  will  be  raised. 
New  England  is  not  wont  to  be  laggard 
in  any  work  that  commends  itself,  as 
this  does,  to  her  good  sense,  patriotism, 
and  piety.  The  mails  are  daily  bringing 
us  money  and  kind  words,  giving  strong 
hope  of  closing  the  month  free  of  debt. 

But  the  month  is  half  gone.  Before  our 
readers  see  these  lines,  its  yery  last  days 
will  be  upon  us.  What  is  done  must  be 
done  quickly.  We  reprint  the  circular 
here,  that  every  friend  of  Home  Missions 
who  can  do  anything  more  than  be  has 
done  for  the  Society  in  this  its  time  of 
need,  may  do  it  mthout  an  haurU  delay. 
Let  no  offering,  however  small,  be  with- 
held. It  is  the  many  little  sums  that 
make  up  the  bulk  of,  our  income.  In 
the  Master's  name  we  make  this  last  ap- 
peal of  the  year.  Do  not  compel  us  to 
enter  on  the  new  year  in  arrears  to  the 
hard-working  brethren  who  represent 
Ton  at  the  front.  Let  their  hearts  be 
cheered,  as  they  begin  another  year's 
work,  with  the  assurance  that  they  and 
their  families  shall  be  cared  for,  while 
they  give  themselves  anew  to  the  ardu- 
ous duties  of  their  calling.  Please  read 
the  circular,  and  give  as  oar  Father  hath 
given  to  you. 

TO   THE  FRIENDS  OF  HOICB  ia88I0N& 

Three  months  ago  the  American  Home 
Missionary  Society  was  $85,000  in  ar- 


rears to  its  officers  and  missionaries. 
The  Sunday-school  contributions,  on 
the  "  Weeping  Water  plan,"  with  liberal 
gifts  and  legacies,  have  reduced  the  in- 
debtedness to  about  $20,000.  A  gener- 
ous lady  in  Boston,  whose  heart  has  been 
burdened  by  the  debt,  has  offered  to  be 
one  of  forty  to  cancel  the  entire  amount, 
in  gifts  of  $500  each.  Or,  if  by  smaller 
offerings  the  debt  may  be  entirely  can- 
celled Defore  the  close  of  the  Society's 
financial  year,  March  81,  her  $500  shall 
be  paid. 

That  the  work  may  be  more  equally 
distributed,  it  has  been  suggested  that 
the  equivalent  of  the  forty  shares  be 
allotted  to  the  States,  substantially  on 
the  basis  of  their  average  annual  dona- 
tions to  the  Society  in  the  last  three 
years.  As  nearly  as  may  be,  this  allot- 
ment gives  to  Ma^ne,  one  share ;  New 
Hampshire,  two ;  Vermont,  one ;  Massa- 
chusetts, fourteen;  Rhode  Island,  one; 
Connecticut,  six ;  New  York,  four ; 
Ohio,  one;  Illinois,  two;  Michigan, 
two ;  Wisconsin,  one ;  Iowa,  two ;  Min- 
nesota, one ;  California,  two. 

Will  the  officers  of  the  State  Societies 
— auxiliary  and  co-operative — superin- 
tendents, missionary  committees,  pastors 
and  other  friends  of  the  cause  in  these 
States,  do  their  best  to  see  that  these 
shares  arc  all  taken  within  the  month  ? 
Then  the  close  of  the  year  will  find  this 
fruitful  mother  of  churches  free  from 
debt,  and  in  a  position  to  take  up  the 
work  of  the  coming  year  with  alacrity 
and  zeal  commensurate  with  the  provi- 
dential calls  from  every  quarter,  espe- 
cially from  the  ever-widening  frontier. 
Never  was  there  a  time  when  every  mo- 
tive for  pressing  forward  the  work  wa« 
more  imperative  than  now. 

Let  the  offerings  intended  for  this  pur- 
pose (which  are  not  to  take  the  place  of 
the  annual  contributionfi)  be  so  designa- 
ted, and  sent  forward  at  once  to  Rev.  A 
H.  Clapp,  Treasurer,  Bible  House,  N.  Y 


GOOD  WORDS. 

OuB  friends  can  understand  something 
of  the  help  we  get  from  such  wor^s, 
from  such  sources,  as  the  following — pam- 
ples  of  many  more  too  personal  to  be 
given  here.  They  light  up  tiie  darkest 
hours.    They  strengthen  th«  weak  hands. 
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uphold  the  feeble  knees,  and  bid  the 
fearful  heart  be  strong.  They  remind 
uft  that  God  loves  his  cause,  and  pro- 
vides that  there  shall  always  be  some 
whose  love  and  faith  and  gifts  and 
prayer  nothing  can  hinder.  May  his 
blessing  keep  such  helpful  souls  glad 
and  strong  unto  the  end  I 

"  With  this  I  forward  a  gold  draft  for 
$1,000  [another  for  $500  has  come 
since. — Ed.].  It  is  for  the  treasury  of  tlie 
A.  H.  M.  8.  in  their  hour  of  extreme 
need.  My  heart  is  pained  in  view  of 
your  straitened  condition,  and  I  thank 
God  that  he  has  just  now  put  it 
into  my  power  to  do  something  for  your 
relief.     Please  acknowledge  it   as  from 

*  A  Friend,  Sandwich  Islands.'  ...  I 
have  never  sought  wealth,  but  under 
what  I  have  ever  believed  to  be  the  divine 
guidance,  measures  taken  years  ago  to 
secure  the  best  good  of  the  people,  have 
resulted  in  bringing  me  in  something  of 
an  income ybr  t?is  Matter's  rise.  It  is  his. 
I  desire  to  use  it  all  for  him.     It  is  no 

*  self-denial '  to  me.  Never  was  any 
service  more  joyful  than  this  which  dis- 
tributes his  bounty  to  his  own  chosen 
instrumentalities  for  blessing  a  dyincr 
world.  May  God  bless  you,  dear  breth- 
ren, in  carrying  on  this  glorious  enter- 
prise \ " 

"  Inclosed  please  find  one  dollar.  Ac- 
cept it  as  the  Lord's  one- tenth  of  a 
Christmas  gift  to  an  invalid;  who  de- 
sires to  contribute  her  mite  towards  pay- 
ing the  debt  to  our  self-denying  mission- 
aries. God  bless  and  prosper  the  A.  H. 
M.  Society ! '» 

"The  appeal  of  *the  mother  of 
churches,'  in  The  Congi'egationalist,  cuts 
IS  to  the  heart  We  have  horrowed  a 
dollar  to  send  you ;  for  we  have  not  at 
present  one  of  our  own.  It  will  not  help 
you  much  ;  but — God  bless  you  I  " 

"My  mother,  aged  ninety-two,  read 
your  appeal  for  help,  last  Sabbath,  and 
from  her  very  small  store  brought  mc 
this  dollar  to  send  you,  with  her  prayers 
for  God's  blessing  on  the  Society,  its 
oiljccrs,  and  its  work." 


II 


A   PUNCTUAL   APPLICATION." 


"  Appropriations,  as  a  rule,  bear  the 
date  of  a jn^/u^uo/ application;  and  they 
never  cover  more  than  a  year.  If  fur- 
ther aid  be  needed,  a  new  application  is 
required,"  etc. 

This  notice,  substantially,  has  been 
given  for  years,  in  the  "  form  of  appli- 
cation," on  the  cover  of  The  Home  3ii$- 
sionaryy  in  the  blanks  furnished  by  the 
Superintendents,  and  elsewhere.  We  have 
spoken  of  the  matter,  time  and  again,  in 
these  pages. 

.Yet  it  seems  impossible  to  secure 
promptness  on  the  part  of  applicant?. 
For  one  reason  and  another,  they  delay 
asking  aid,  month  after  month,  and 
then  expect  the  Society  to  "  date  back  " 
its  grants  to  the  time  when  the 
application  should  have  been  made. 
It  requires  no  acuteness  to  see  that 
great  embarrassment  must  arise  in  the 
business  management  of  the  Society, 
and  that  its  virtual  obligations  are  lia- 
ble at  any  moment  to  be  largely  and 
unavoidably  increased,  while  this  dila- 
tory practice  is  allowed.  Not  more  in 
self-defense  than  for  the  good  of  the 
aided  churches,  the  Executive  Committee 
have  passed  the  following  vote,  to  wlii(h 
it  will  adhere.  We  put  it  on  record 
here,  that  no  missionary  or  member  of 
a  missionary  committee  may  plead  igno- 
rance of  the  rule. 

"  Voted^  That  hereafter  no  commission 
of  this  Society  shall  cover  more  than 
two  months  of  service  prior  to  the 
making  out  of  the  application  of  such 
commission ;  nor  more  than  three 
months'  service  prior  to  the  receipt  of 
the  application  at  this  ofBce." 


THE  SOUTHWEST. 

As  our  readers  are  aware,  compara- 
tively little  has  been  done  by  this  Society 
for  some  years  in  the  South  and  South- 
west. This,  not  because  there  was  little 
need  of  work  there,  but  because  a  wise 
economy  seemed  to  demand  that  the  in- 
adequate resources  at  the  Society's  com- 
mand   should    be    applied    where  far 
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greater  results  were  promised  for  a  given 
outlay ;  and  because  the  spirit,  associa- 
tions and  traditions  of  that  part  of  the 
country  seemed  clearly  to  lay  on  other 
denominations  the  chief  responsibility  of 
caring  for  its  spiritual  needs. 

The  Society  has  not,  however,  been 
indifferent  to  the  claims  of  such  resi- 
dents there — mostly  those  of  Northern 
birth — as  prefer  churches  of  our  faith 
and  polity.  A  few  such  churches  have 
been  organized,  from  time  to  time,  and 
aided  in  the  support  of  pastors ;  but 
their  success  has  not  been  flattering. 

Of  late,  however,  Rev.  Robert  West, 
the  Society's  Superintendent  for  Mis- 
souri, has  been  invited  to  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas,  to  advise  and  co-operate  with 
brethren  there  disposed  to  found  a  Con- 
gi-egational  church.  So  warm  was  his 
welcome  by  those  brethren  and  others  in 
the  State,  that  the  Executive  Committee 
felt  the  way  might  be  opening  for  an 
enlargement  of  the  Society's  work,  espe- 
cially among  the  more  recent  settlers,  and 
the  many  about  to  make  homes  in  those 
States  in  the  opening  spring.  Accord- 
ingly, at  the  Committee's  meeting,  March 
11th,  it  was  voted  that,  for  the  present, 
the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Texas  be 
embraced  in  the  field  under  Mr.  West's 
supervision.  Those  in  that  section  of 
the  country  whose  sympathies  are  with 
the  churches  acting  through  this  society, 
and  who  desire  to  see  such  churches 
formed  there,  may  address  Mr.  West,  at 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 


RED    RIBBON    AND   BLUE. 

The  temperance  revival  seems  to  over- 
shadow every  other  interest  just  now, 
hereabouts.  It  is  certainly  a  marvel; 
the  red  ribbon  (Reynolds')  movement, 
and  the  blue  ribbon  (Murphj's)  are  both 
operating  in  various  parts  of  the  State 
in  perfect  harmony,  and  with  about  equal 
success.  The  excitement — the  contagion, 
I  might  say — is  wonderful.  I  think  it 
will  operate  in  favor  of  earnestness  in 
religion,  though  now  regarded  ^s  a  sub- 
stitute for  it  among  many  irreligious 


men,  who  see  how  it  is  with  themselves 
when  thoroughly  aroused  to  grapple 
with  evil.  The  movement  sweeps  like 
wildfire  through  the  State.  The  excite- 
ment during  the  singing  and  signing  the 
pledge  is  at  its  height.  Knots  of  men, 
often  of  women,  form  around  an  intem- 
perate man,  and  there  is  no  resisting  the 
pressure.  Continual  cheering  is  going 
on  from  the  crowded  galleries  and  every 
part  of  the  house,  as  one  after  another 
noted  "  bruiser  "  goes  to  the  platform 
to  "  sign."  A  beautiful  woman  stands 
ready  to  fasten  the  ribbon  on  the  dilapi- 
dated coat.  The  only  drawback  in  this 
grand  movement  is,  that  the  religious  ele- 
ment does  not  come  in  sufficiently.  The 
work  has  taken  hold  of  the  "  roughs," 
as  of  course  it  should,  and  gone  down 
through  the  very  lowest  stratum  of  soci- 
ety. ITiese  men  from  the  gutter  see  them- 
selves suddenly  the  very  pets  of  society. 
The  immense  halls  are  crowded  almost 
to  suffocation. 

The  odora,  sometimes  almost  unbear- 
able, tell  you  the  depths  have  becji  stirred, 
while  the  roughnesS  and  coarseness  on 
every  side,  in  language  and  method,  rather 
"  puts  to  it "  some  of  the  Christian  peo- 
ple, so  that  they  scarcely  know  what  to 
do.  The  roughs,  of  course,  are  made 
most  prominent,  so  as  to  reach  their  own 
class ;  and  the  religious  element  seems 
almost  necessarily  kept  somewhat  in  the 
background.  I  am  not  criticising  the 
movement,  but  showing  you  how,  in  its 
terrible  force  and  impetuosity,  it  fcas 
swept,  to  some  extent,  beyond  the  reach 
of  our  Christian  people.  But  when 
this  remarkable  excitement  has  passed, 
and  these  newly-awakened  hopes  and 
aspirations  begin  to  seek  their  proper 
objects  more  calmly,  then  wiU  be  the 
time  for  a  great  religious  work,  if  Chris- 
tians are  only  ready.  P. 


A   NIGHT   RIDE. 

I  TOOK  the  train  to  visit  our  lone 
Grand  River  church,  on  Mr.  Knowles's 
field,  last  Sabbath  afternoon,  at  four 
o'clock ;  reached  Winterset  at  halt-^^ui^ 
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aix,  and  started  on  foot  expecting  to  walk 
about  half  the  way,  and  go  the  rest  of  the 
distance  in  the  morning.  The  night  was 
very  dark,  and  the  road  rough.  After 
going  some  four  miles,  I  was  overtaken 
by  a  man  in  a  light,  two- horse  wagon, 
whom  I  hailed  and  found  to  be  going 
into  the  same  neighborhood,  some  fif- 
teen miles  from  Winterset.  He  had  a 
lantern,  which  I  held,  and  we  swept  on 
with  a  will.  In  going  down  the  pre- 
cipitous bluff  to  Middle  River,  the 
driver^s  side  of  the  wagon  suddenly 
went  down  over  the  edge  of  a  deep 
gully,  precipitating  him  head-first  into 
the  blackness  of  darkness.  The  horses 
did  not  stop;  the  wagon  dropped  on 
the  axle  for  a  moment,  when  the  wheel 
again  struck  the  bank,  and  was  lifted 
out  without  upsetting  the  wagon.  But 
the  shock  against  the  bank  lifted  me 
bodily,  and  I  followed  in  the  wake  of 
my  companion.  The  sensation  experi- 
enced when  I  saw  that  I  must  land,  (it 
was  impossible  to  guess  where)  was  very 
peculiar,  and  not  easily  forgotten.  I 
have  felt  the  like  t^f o  or  three  times  be- 
fore in  my  life,  in  dangerous  emergen- 
cies. But  as  a  kind  providence  would 
have  it,  I  was  thrown  forward,  so  as  to 
clear  the  gully,  and  alight  square  on 
my  feet  on  the  iolid  bank.  I  threw  a 
momentary  glance  on  my  friend,  to  see 
whether  he  was  killed  or  needing  imme- 
diate succor,  and  saw  him  scrambling  in 
the  sand  far  below  me.  All  this  had 
occupied  about  one  second  of  time.  My 
whole  thought  was  now  turned  to  the 
horses — a  magnificent  team.  They  were 
prancing,  much  excited,  down  the  hill, 
preparatory  to  a  run.  They  still  kept 
the  road,  from  which  we  had  varied 
but  two  or  three  feet  in  going  oflf.  Every 
time  I  said,  "  Whoa !  J'  they  would  break 
up  a  little,  till  a  swift  run  for  about 
forty  yards  brought  me  to  the  bit  of 
the  off  horse,  which  I  seized,  and  we 
were  safe.  My  friend  soon  came  up, 
much  jarred  by  the  fall,  having  struck 
on  his  head  at  the  bottom  of  the  gully, 
but  the  soil  was  soft,  and  the  injury 
slight.    He  took  the  lanteni,  went  back, 


gathered  up  the  cushions,  etc.,  and  ve 

went  on  our  way  rejoicing. 

J.  W.  P. 
Iowa. 


LET  YOUR   LIGHT   SHINE. 

A  YOUNO  man  was  led  to  visit  a  small 
post  in  the  grazing  regions  of  Colorado, 
simply  upon  his  own  business,  as  he  sup- 
posed ;  but,  as  subsequent  events  proved, 
upon  the  Lord's  also. 

He  found  a  Christian  grazier,  the  only 
professor  of  religion  there,  who  bad 
been  thinking  of  starting  a  Sabbath- 
school.  At  the  post  were  only  one  house, 
a  school -house,  and  a  post-ofiice;  yet 
there  were  many  families  not  far  off. 
The  young  visitor  encouraged  the  plan. 
Invitations  were  sent  out ;  the  peo- 
ple came;  the  little  school-house  was 
well  filled.  The  young  visitor  assisted 
in  organizing.  The  resident  Christian 
was  elected  superintendent  and  teacher 
in  generaL  He  had  provided  plenty  of 
"  gospel  hymns  "  and  Testaments.  The 
people  refused  to  be  classified,  so  be 
taught  them  all  together.  As  he  did 
not  even  know  what  was  the  Interna- 
tional lesson  for  the  day,  he  gave  them 
an  exposition  of  the  opening  verses  of 
the  third  chapter  of  John.  All  were 
pleased  and  desired  the  school  to  go  on. 

The  young  man  was  soon  called  awaj 
by  business,  but  afterward  received  a 
letter  from  the  teacher,  who  said:  "I 
believe  you  were  sent  to  me  at  a  critical 
moment,  to  speak  needed  words  of  com- 
fort and  encouragement  *  *  *  I  am 
quite  satisfied  that  some  of  the  people 
are  in  earnest ;  but,  better  still,  I  belieTe 
that  Gk)d  himself  is  identified  with  the 
work.  I  try  daily  to  cast  myself  and 
the  work  upon  him,  and  plead  the  honor 
and  gl6ry  of  Christ,  and  the  spiritual 
need  of  these  souls,  as  the  ground  on 
which  I  look  for  the  manifestation  of 
the  Spirit's  power  here.  *  *  ♦  Person- 
ally I  have  been  blessed  in  the  work.** 
Tet  he  adds,  *'  Of  late  I  have  been  much 
in  heaviness  through  manifold  tempta- 
tions.   It  seems  as  if  the  great  adveraaiy 
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fiad  put  forth  nnwonted  efforts  to  driye 
me  from  this  work.  May  I  not  ask  you 
to  pray  that  for  the  sake  of  Christ^s  own 
kingdom  and  glory,  as  well  as  of  these 
souls  who  need  the  light  of  his  gospel, 
I  may  be  kept  and  enabled  to  hold  fast 
the  profession  of  his  dear  name  in  this 
community  ? " 

He  adds :  '*  Mrs. is  quite  in  earn- 
est in  the  work.  The  testimony  you  bore 
for  Christ  in  that  family  was  not  in  Tain. 
So  be  encouraged  to  speak  the  precious 
Name  wherever  you  go,  and  the  joy  of 
the  reaper  will  be  yours." 

We  may  learn  several  lessons  from  this 
incident.  The  Christian  is  never  alone 
in  Christ's  work,  although  all  around 
may  be  unbelievers.  The  Master  can 
send  help  in  many  ways,  and  he  himself 
is  ever  present  to  aid. 

The  Christian  worker  should  not  be 
surprised  nor  discouraged  if  assaulted 
by  the  arch  fiend  with  "  manifold  temp- 
tations," when  he  is  undertaking  some 
special  work  for  his  Savior. 

We  see  how  useful  a  young  Christian 
can  be,  even  when  traveling  and  among 
strangers,  if  he  will  only  **  let  his  light 
shine." 

Let  old  and  young  be  ever  ready  to 
speak  a  word  for  Christ.  And  will  not 
every  reader  of  Hie  Home  Missionary 
pray  for  this  brave  but  lonely  Sabbath- 
school  worker,  away  among  the  graziers 
of  Colorado  ? 

H.  P.  P. 

Kkbbaaca. 


Colorado  Springs  and  on  Greeley.  We 
welcome  the  coming,  but  we  also  speed 
the  parting  guest.  We  are  glad  to  take  a 
new  church  upon  the  list,  but  we  are  more 
glad  to  get  it  off — **  not  too  soon,"  indeed, 
but  surely  not  too  late  I  "  A  hundred 
instances  like  this  at  Boulder,"  says  a 
'frontier  missionary'  in  The  Advance^ 
"  and  the  debt  would  be  practically 
lifted.  What  church  will  next  respond  ? 
Let  us  hear  from  every  quarter,  and  a 
score  of  churches  at  once.  Dear  mission- 
ary brother,  the  call  is  urgent,  and  the 
opportunity  a  grand  one!  Ask  yourself 
and  your  people  if  you  cannot  follow 
the  example  of  this  church  at  the  front 
If  the  thing  is  possible,  the  Lord  will 
abundantly  reward  you  in  making  the 
attempt.  Try  it,  and  reap  a  greater 
blessing  than  you  will  otherwise  get." 


WELCOME   TO   ANOTHER. 

The  church  at  Boulder,  Colorado, 
Rev.  A.  Chittenden,  pastor,  also  comes 
up  to  self-support  under  his  inspiring 
influence.  We  know  the  spirit  of  sacri- 
fice there  must  be,  all  around,  in  this 
movement.  But  it  gives  us  great  joy  to 
see  the  thing  done  1  How  long  before 
another  aided  church  in  that  mountain 
State,  latest  bom  into  this  great  sister- 
hood of  States,  will  Uke  its  place  beside 
this  at  Boulder  ?  Our  eyes  are  intent  on 
o. 


DECEASE  OF  MRS.   D.  E.  HATH- 
AWAY. 

Mrs.  Mabv  E.  Hathaway  died,  of 
consumption,  in  Russell,  Kansas,  Decem- 
ber 21,  1877.  The  daughter  of  James 
H.  and  Cordelia  A.  Reeves,  she  was  bom 
in  Newark,  New  York,  August  18, 
1835,  and  converted  at  the  early  age  of 
seven  years.  Her  whole  training  and 
education  were  in  full  sympathy  with 
the  antislavery,  temperance,  and  mission- 
ary causes.  She  graduated  at  Oberlin  in 
1865,  spent  two  years  as  missionary  to  the 
freedmen  in  Natchez,  Miss. ;  then  a  year 
more  at  Oberlin,  with  her  two  younger 
brothers,  who  were  le<l  to  Jesus  by  her, 
and  have  gone  to  heaven  before  her. 
On  the  24th  of  Augiist,  1868,  she  married 
Rev.  D.  E.  Hathaway,  a  missionary  of 
this  society,  and  has  been  an  active,  de> 
voted  helper  in  all  his  work,  till  laid 
aside  by  sickness.  As  a  life  member  and 
missionary  of  the  American  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society  and  the  American  Mis- 
sionary Association,  she  rendered  to 
both  societies  efiicient  service.  Her 
death  was  a  glorious  Christian  victory 
through  faith  in  Jesus. 
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American  Oongregational  Union. 

Rev.  Rat  Palmer,  D.D.,  Sec.,  69  Bible 
House,  New  York. 

N.  A.  Calkins,  Treas.,  69  Bible  House, 

New^York. 

When  may  a  church  that  is  young, 
and  weak  in  resources,  take  on  itself 
the  responsibility  of  attempting  to  build 
itself  a  house  of  worship  ?  This  is  a  ques- 
tion of  great  difficulty  in  many  cases,  and 
one  which  requires  generally  no  little 
wisdom  to  decide  it  rightly.  On  the 
one  hand,  when  a  church  has  been  or- 
ganized at  a  promising  point,  and  the 
missionary  has  been  established  there,  a 
place  in  which  to  preach  and  worship 
and  to  gather  in  those  who  most  need 
the  gospel,  seems  absolutely  indispensa- 
ble. The  impulse  to  commence  at  once 
with  such  resources  as  may  be  at  band, 
however  inadequate,  depending  largely 
on  outside  help  to  carry  the  enterprise 
to  a  completion,  is  a  very  natural  one, 
and  would  be  not  unreasonable  were 
there  only  here  and  there  an  instance  of 
this  sort,  or  were  the  country  financially 
in  a  prosperous  condition.  But  when, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  difficulties  to  be 
*  surmounted  are  considered ;  when  all 
the  uncertainties  as  to  the  success  and 
permanent  growth  of  a  new  settlement 
are  duly  weighed  ;  when  the  great  num- 
ber of  churches  that  are  feeling  the 
same  want  and  hoping  for  the  same  help 
from  abroad,  and  the  great  diminution 
in  the  power  of  Christian  people  every- 
where to  give,  are  taken  into  the  ac- 
count,— it  is  seen  that  to  attempt  too  soon 
to  build  is  very  likely  to  result  in  great 
etnbarrassment  and  disastrous  failure: 
and  a  calm  judgment  hesitates  to  en- 
counter so  great  risks. 

Experience  shows  that  there  has  been 
none  too  much  of  such  hesitation.  By 
the  financial  distress  of  the  last  four  or 
five  years,  it  has  come  to  pass  in  many 
cases  that  those  who  have  imdertaken  to 
build  and  made    their  contracts,  have 


been  disappointed  both  by  the  failure  to 
realize  what  bad  been  pledged  among 
themselves,  and  to  obtain  from  without 
the  assistance  on  which  they  bad  some- 
what confidently  relied.  Some  of  these 
have  been  lost  entirely,  and  others  have 
been  reduced  to  the  greatest  straits.  If, 
then,  we  add  that  of  the  churches  th&t 
have  been  built  and  occupied,  an  unusu- 
ally large  number  have  been  unable  to  sus- 
tain preaching  regularly,  and  that  quite 
a  number  have  died  entirely,  leaving  to 
the  Congregational  Union  the  difficult 
task  of  recovering  the  money  granted 
them,  it  is  quite  clear  that  there  is  need 
of  careful  and  thorough  calculation  of 
resources  before  the  enterprise  of  build- 
ing is  decided  on.  It  would  be  easy  to 
name  sad  instances  of  disastrous  failure. 
We  do  not  write  these  words  to  dis- 
courage, but  to  show  the  need  of  caution, 
and  the  evil  of  over-sanguine  expecta- 
tions of  aid.  We  are  glad  to  be  able  to 
say  that  the  Congregational  Union  is  re- 
ceiving more  liberal  contributions  than 
it  had  reason,  all  things  considered,  to 
expect.  It  has  gone  on  with  its  work, 
and  will  have  aided  a  good  list  of 
churches  by  the  close  of  its  year.  But 
it  does  not  keep  up,  and  is  not  likely  to 
do  so  for  some  time  to  come,  with  the 
demands  that  are  made  upon  it 
Whether  the  pastors  and  supplies  of  the 
churches  that  have  sanctuaries  will  re- 
member what  they  owe  to  those  who 
have  none,  and  will  earnestly  and  faith- 
fully urge  them  to  contribute  for  church 
building,  the  trustees  of  the  Union  are 
waiting  anxiously  to  see.  The  care  of 
the  church  property  on  which  it  has 
some  form  of  lien  is  constantly  growing 
greater,  and  much  will  be  wholly  lost  if 
this  care  is  not  constant  and  faithful. 
Everything  will  be  done  which  the 
Board  can  fitly  do  to  urge  forward  the 
work  of  aiding  to  build  churches. 
That  so  large  a  number  of  applications 
are  waiting  on  their  hands,  is  certainlj 
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not  because  they  have  not  laid  the  wants 
of  the  churches  sending  them  before 
those  to  whom  we  look  for  funds. 
There  is  need  of  caution,  courage,  and 
patience,  while  we  look  and  pray  for 
brighter  days. 


American  OoUege  and  Zldncation  So- 
ciety. 

Rev.  Incbeasb  N.  Tarbox,  D.D.,  Sec 
James  M.  Gordon,  Esq.,  Treas. 
Office,  No.  32  Cong.  House,  Boston. 

Money  may  be  sent  either  to  the  Treas- 
urer, in  Boston  ;  or  to  Rkv.  Charles 
P.  Bush,  D.D.,  39  Bible  House,  New 
York. 

Misapprehensions. — Any  man  who 
makes  himself  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  some  particular  subject,  so  that  he 
feels  perfectly  at  home  as  to  the  facts, 
will  often  have  occasion  to  notice  how 
feebly  these  facts  are  comprehended  by 
men  generally.  He  will  hear  opinions 
expressed,  day  by  day,  which  are  so  wide 
of  the  mark,  that  at  times  he  will  be 
tempted  to  lose  all  patience.  But  if  he 
have  the  grace  to  remember  that  he  him- 
self, on  other  topics,  often  expresses  him- 
self just  as  crudely  and  inadequately,  he 
may  find  an  occasion  for  charity. 

One  may  go  out  into  the  open  world, 
and  meet  with  thousands  of  men  and 
women,  members  of  our  churches,  whose 
Leading  and  predominant  idea,  about 
uch  a  work  as  that  of  the  Edu- 
tation  Society,  is  somewhat  like  this. 
Such  a  society  is  useful,  probably,  be- 
cause it  prepares  and  brings  forward 
ministers  who  can  fill  small  and  obscure 
places, — little  towns  among  the  hills — 
villages  where  the  people  are  poor  and 
have  little  culture — fields  far  away  on 
our  western  borders,  where  society  is 
just  commencing.  It  is  necessary  to 
have  such  men,  who  may  be  ready  to  go 
where  men  of  larger  culture  and  greater 
talent  would  not  be  willing  to  go.  Now 
it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  thfi  Society 
does  raise  up  men  who  are  ready  to  go 
into  such  places.     A  vast  amount  of 


this  rougher  pioneer  work  has  been  done 
in  this  land  by  men  who  were  brought 
forward  by  the  Education  Society. 
Starting  from  a  plain  life  of  humble 
toil,  they  w6re  prepared  to  go  into  such 
places,  and  to  work  cheerfully  and  effi- 
ciently in  them,  for  the  honor  of  Christ 
and  for  the  good  of  the  land.  Many  a 
wilderness,  through  such  instrumentality, 
has  been  made  ^*  to  bud  and  blossom  as 
the  rose."  It  might  have  been  exceed- 
ingly difficult  to  have  had  such  places 
occupied,  if  our  reliance  had  been  only 
on  those  who  grew  up  in  easy  conditions 
in  early  life,  who  knew  nothing  of  hard- 
ship and  toil  in  their  youth. 

But  the  great  misapprehension  of 
people  who  talk  in  this  style  is  in  think- 
ing that  the  men  educated  by  such  a 
society  will  be  only  of  this  class ;  that 
it  cannot  be  expected  of  men,  thus  as- 
sisted, that  they  will  ever  rise  into  the 
high  places  of  culture  and  responsibility. 
Wlien  such  people  hear  it  stated  that 
men  educated  in  this  way  occupy  their 
full  proportion  of  the  large  city  pulpits 
— that  many  of  them  are  presidents  and 
professors  in  our  colleges  and  theologi- 
cal schools — that  they  often  fill  the  chief 
places  in  the  administration  of  our  be- 
nevolent societies,  they  open  their  eyes 
with  wonder.  These  facts  are  regarded 
as  astonishing  statements,  that  must  be 
received  with  much  caution,  and  soon 
their  minds  slide  back  into  their  old 
opinions.  Their  prepossessions,  their 
earliest  notions  still  abide  with  them. 
They  find  no  difficulty  in  believing  that 
a  large  proportion  of  our  most  success- 
ful business  men  were  originally  poor 
boys,  coming  from  plain  life  in  the 
country.  But  somehow  they  cannot  be 
made  to  understand  th:it  the  same  kind 
of  energy  in  other  poor  country  boys 
may  show  itself  in  education  and  pro- 
fessional life,  as  well  as  in  business,  and 
achieve  corresponding  results.  Their 
theory  is  wrong  at  the  outset. 

But  this  is  no  longer  a  matter  of 
theory.  The  result  of  more  than  sixty 
years'  experience  shows  that  the  men 
brought    forward    b^    t\i<i    YAwsi^i^^^ 
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Society  fill  their  due  proportion  of  these  \ 
higher  and  more  responsible  positions. 
They  are  pastors  to-day  in  many  of  our 
largest  and  strongest  churches.     They 
are  presidents  and  professors  in  our  col- 


leges and  theological  schools.  They 
are  secretaries  of  our  societies.  In  short, 
they  are  where  they  might  be  expected 
to  be,  by  the  light  of  a  broader  and 
more  comprehensive  philosophy. 


§^pp0intm(nt^  in  ^thtv^M^,  1878. 


Not  in  oomnUsston  last  year. 

Rev.  Ivan  M.  Jones,  Powys,  Kan. 

liev.  George  K.  Wilson,  North  Aciams  Mich. 

Rev.  William  McFarland,  Barton  City,  North  Fork, 

Dublin  and  Leroy,  Mo. 
Rev..  Mortimer  Smith,  Pierce  City,  Mo. 
Rev.  Horace  G.  Woodworth,  Bes  Phiinea,  IlL 


Re-commtasUmed, 

Rev.  Adam  L.  Rankin,  Tulare,  Cal. 

Rov.  Amos  Abbott,  Fairfield  and  Sprinpr  Ranch,  Neb. 

Rev.    Simon    Ban-owB,    Oaceola,    Pleasant    l*rairie, 

•  UlyRses,  Suddens  and  I'leasant  View,  Neb. 
Rov.  Harmon  Broas,  Crete  and  Harris  bchool-houae, 

Nob. 
Rev.  Micah  S.  Croswell,  Ashland,  Neb. 
Rov.  Amos  Dresaer,  Summit,  Butler  County,  David 

City,  Savannah.  Bone  Creek  and  vicinity.  Nob. 
Rev.    Merrit    F.    Piatt,   Waverly,    Greonwt>od    and 

Rock  Creek,  Neb. 
Rev.  Christian  F.  Velta,  Crete  and  vicinity,  Neb, 
Rev.  Charles  J.  Adams,  Fredonia,  Kari. 
Rev.  Alanson  Blxby,  Oswepo  and  Dora,  Kan. 
Rev.  Samuel  P.  Dunlap,  North  Topeka,  Kan. 
Rev.  Isaac  Jacobs,  Louisville,  Kan. 
Rov.  Horntio  W.  Shaw,  Sal>etha,  Kan. 
Rev.  George  W.  Skinner,  Hamlin  and  Fairview,  Kan. 


Rev.  Emerson  F.  Smith,  WcIIsville  and  Bock  Creek 

station,  Kan. 
Rev.  Channcoy  D.  Wright,' Blue  Ridge,  Katx. 
Rev.   Samuel   G.   Wright,   Bnx>kvilie,   Bavaria  and 

Bushey's  school-house,  Kan. 
Rev.  Joseph  Chandler,  Glcncoe,  Round  Grove,  Penn 

and  Getchell  diKtrict,  Minn. 
Bev.  liConard  H.  Moecs,  Walnut  station  and  Lam 

bcrton,  Minn. 
Rev.  Harmon  B.  Tuttlc,  Worthington,  Minn. 
Rev.  Charles  Hancock,  Alden  and  Buckeye,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Laroy  S.  Hand,  Ogden,  Iowa. 
Rev.  David  Jenkins,  Bloomtield.  Iowa. 
Rev.  Ca4iwalader  D.  Jones,  Beacon,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Moses  Alloy,  Waupaca,  Wis. 
Rev.  Sidney  B.  Demarest,  Brooklyn,  Wis. 
Rev.  John  S.  Norris,  Hixton,  Wis* 
Rev.  Henry  M.  Holiday,  Mill  brook,  Mich. 
Rev.  Austin  H.  Norris,  Clare,  Mich. 
Rev.  William  E.  Catlin,  Lamar.  Mo. 
Rov.  Stephen  G.  Elliott,  Billings  and  Republic,  Mo. 
Rev.  Samuel  B.  Feemster.  Almartha  and  vicinity.  Mo. 
Rev.  George  M.  Jones,  New  Cambria,  Valley  imd 

out-stations.  Mo. 
Rev.  Joseph  C.  Plumb,  Joplin,  Mo. 
Rev.  George  B.  Hubbard,  Shirland,  III. 
Rev.  Edward  P.  Wheeler,  Wilmette,  IlL 
Rev.  Henry  M.  Daniels,  Dallas,  Texas. 
Rev.  Joseph  B.  Davison,  Riceville,  Pa. 
Rev.  David  HendA^on,  Graineavillc,  N.  Y, 


\Ht\'^H  itt  ^^bruayjj,  187  8. 


MAINE— $53.20. 

Hallowcll,  Ladies,  by  Miss  S.  P.  Oilman, 

freight,  $2  00 

Kennebnnk,  Union,  by  J.  Titcomb,  29  80 

Norridgewock,  Dr.  and  Mrs,  B.  Tappan,  20  00 

Weld,  A  Friend,  1  40 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE— $252.78. 

Received  by  L,  D.  Stevens,  Treas.  N.  H. 
M.  Soc. : 
Concord,    South,   to  const.    A. 
McFarland  a  L.  M.,  $37  03 

Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  to 
const.  Mr.  Wendell  a  L.  M.,     80  00 
Keene,  E.  H.  Clark,  5  00 

Manchester,   First,    Sab.-school 

class  of  Mrs.  C.  W.  Wallace,        8  25 

Pelham,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Tyler,  5  00 

Tllton,   Sab.-school,  for  Debt,        80  00 

West  Concord,  Legacy  of  MIbs 

Sarah  G.  Corleton,  80  00 

140  88 


Bristol,  A  Friend,  $100  Ofl 

Londonderry,  Mrs.  Josiah  Sleeper,  2  00 

Orford,  Sabbath  «chool,  for  Debt,  by  J. 

Willard,  10  6fl 


VKBMONT-$642.44. 

Bennington,  Sabbath-school  of  Second,  for 
Debt,  by  B.  D.  Bennett,  80  00 

Brattleboro,  Miss   Betsey   Willard,  by  0. 
F.  Thompson,  5  00 

Mrs.  Dr.  C.  Walker,  6  00 

Cornwall,  Sabbath -school  of  the  First,  for 
Debt,  by  M.  B.  Williamson,  80  00 

St.  Johnsbnry,  North,  by  E.  F.  Griswold,     877  W 
Friends,  to  const.  Rev.  H.  T.  Fuller  a 
L.  D.,  100  00 

Shelbume,  J.  D.  Duncan,  to  const.  C.  H. 
P.  Duncan  a  L.  M.,  SO  00 

Swanton,  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Babbitt,  20  U' 

Thetford,  A  Friend,  10  0« 

Westminster,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  by 
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ReT.  P.  7.  Barnard,  to  const.  Dea.  B.  S. 

Safford  a  L.  M., 
West   Westminster,  Min  Laura  StereoA, 
bj  0.  F.  Thompson, 


BCAB9ACHT7SETTS--^«,002.26. 


|80  00 
6  00 


Maw.  Home  Miss.   Soc.,  by  C.  Demond, 
Tr.,  of  which  for  the  Debt,  31,0i5,  8,600  00 

Berkley,   E.  Dean,  $15;  A  Friend,  $4,  by 

A.  E.  Dean,  19  00 

Eoi^t  Hampton,  On  account  of  Legacy  of 
Simiiel  Williston,  by  Hon.  E.  H.  Saw- 
yer,  Ex.,  2,100  00 
'•  Little    Morria'a    Birthday  Gifts,**    In 
MemorLim. 

Pitch  burft.  D.  Bontelle, 

llavorhill.  North,  for  Debt,  by  K  T.  In- 

Holyoke,  Infant  claea,  Sabbath-fichool  of 

Second,   for    Debt,   by  Rev.   J.   L.   R. 

Trask, 
Hopkinton,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Claflin,  $50  ;  A.  A. 

S.,  $50,  for  Debt,  by  Rev.  H.  O.  Ladd, 
North  Amherst,   "An  A^red  Friend,''  by 

Rev.  D.  W.  Marsh,  D.D., 
Oxford,  S.  C.  P., 
Pet«'rsham,  A  Friend, 
Sheffield.  First,  by  T.  C.  Wiokwire, 
Stoekbridge,  B.,  for  Debt, 
Wellff>ley,  A  Friend, 
Whitinsville,  A  Friend, 


S  50 
80  UO 

10  00 


6  00 

100  00 

5  00 

100  00 

40 

15  85 
80  00 
20  00 

16  00 


RHODE  ISLAND— $63.40. 

North  Scitnate,  Job  F.  Angell, 
Pawtucket,  Cong.  Ch.,  of  which  from 
Friend,  $25,  by  T.  P.  Barnefleld, 


CONNEOXICITT— $2,786.42. 

Received  by  F.  T.  Jarman : 

New  Haven,  Mibs  J.  A.  Maltby,  $25  00 

North  Guilford,  A  Friend,  6  00 

Winthrop,  Miss  C.  Rice,  8  00 


8  40 

60  00 


Cheshire,  A  Friend, 

Colchester,  L.   E.  A.  P.,  to  const.  Mrs, 

SuKsn  W.  Mix  a  L,  M., 
Danbury,  FirKt,  by  L.  P.  Treadwell, 
Darlcn,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  by  A.  H. 

Scofield. 
Ba«t  Windsor  Hill,  A  Friend, 
Fairfield,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  by  B. 

Betts, 
Greenwich,  A  Friend, 

llartfonl,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Perkins,  1 

Milford,  E.  B.  Piatt,  $10;  Miss  Carrie  P. 

Nettletoc,  $2, 
New  Haven,  P.  0.  Sherman,  for  Debt,  by 

J.  B.  Baldwin, 

A  Friend,  $1 ;  Alfred  Walker,  $6, 

Rev.  Prof.  E.  B.  Coe, 
New  London,  A  Member  of  Second  Ch., 

"  A  Membfir  of  the  Second  Ch.,** 

Jane  Peters, 
New  Milford,  Legacy  of  Maria  Beard,  by 

E.  Sterlinp,  Adm., 
North  Stonington,  H.  A.  W.  for  Debt, 
Norwich,   Mi?8.  Assoc,  of  Sabbath -school 

of  So<?ond,  for  Debt,  by  O.  T.  Fowler, 
Plant«ville,  Industrial  Soc.,  by  Mrs.  J.  P. 

Pultz,  freij^ht, 
S<x)tland,  John  Cheaeboro,  by  Rev.  ii.  A. 

Hard, 
Sharon,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  by  B. 

B.  Reed,  in  full,  to  const  Elias  B.  Reed 

a  L.  M., 

A  Friend, 
South  Win<lsor,  Ellta  A.  Oloott, 
Stanwich,  W.  Brush. 
Vernon,   On  account  of  Legacy  of  Miss 

Cynthia  B.  Peck,  by  L  Chester,  Adm.,  1 


83  00 
40 

80  00 
100  71 

80  00 
1  00 

80  00 

20  00 

,000  00 

12  00 

60  00 

6  00 

20  l»0 

150  00 

100  00 

1  00 

26  00 
1  00 

90  00 

8  00 

10  00 


S3  81 

10  00 

9  00 

60  00 

,020  00 


Winchester,  by  Rev.  A.  Goodenough, 
Windsor  Locks,   Ladies,   by  Miss  K.   B. 

Crane,  freight, 
Winsted,  Blias  B.  Oilman, 

NEW  TORK— $96a09. 

Received  by  J.  C.  Hdbrook,  D.D. : 
Eaton,  $24  20 

Lisle,  16  16 

Sindairville,  Mrs.  Phillipe,  1  00 

Syracuse,  Mrs.  Norton,  10  00 


$23  00 

6  00 
10  00 


Brooklyn,  Church  of  the  Pilgrims,  by  S. 

F.  PhelRs,  Coll.,  $2«7.83;   Misn   Thur- 
ston,  $100;  G.  H.  Nichols,   $30;  Mrs. 

Remington.  $20;    8.  Trask,  $20;    W. 

F.  Merritt,  $25 ;  Mrs.  M.  B.  Swift,  $10 ; 

J.  Q.  A.  Butler,  $5;  S.  B.  Chittenden, 

Jr.,  $5, 
New  England,  by  J.  W.  Skinner, 
Canandaigua,  Sabbath-school  of  the  First, 

for  Debt,  by  L.  B.  Oftyloni, 
East    Bloomfleld,    Sabbath -school,   by  F. 

Manson, 
East  Pharsalia,  by  Rev.  J.  Clements, 
Gilbertsville,  A.  Wood, 
GloversvIUe,    $50.27;    A.    Judaon,    $50; 

Rev.  W.  E.  Park,  $10;  C.  Stewart,  $5; 

Miss  Billings,  $S ;  Mrs.  H.  W.  Johnson, 

$10,  by  J.  L.  Getman, 

Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  by  J.  L.  Get- 
man, 
Moravia,  First,  by  L.  Stoyell. 
Morrfstown,  by  Rev.  W.  D.  Westervelt, 
New  York  City,  Harlem,  by  W.  W.  Fer- 

ri«r. 
North     Walton,     $20;      Sabbath -school, 

$8.08;  Westbrook,  $10,  by  Rev.  W.  W. 

Curtis, 
Oxford,  Associate  Presb.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  H. 

P.  Collins, 
Port  Leyden,  First,  by  Rev.  L.  Williams, 
R'x^hester,    Sabbath-school    of    the    Ply- 
month,  for  Debt,  by  F.  A.  Griswold, 
Sag  HarlKjr,  A  Friend, 
Union    Falls,   Francis  B.   Duncan,   $10; 

Mrs.  Fanny  D.  Duncan,  $10, 


NEW  JERSEY— $612.27. 

Bloomfleld,  C, 

Chester,  Sabbath-school  of  First,  by  Rev. 

F.  A.  Johnson, 
Jersey  City,  First,  by  W.  J.  Hunt, 
Newark,  Legacy  of  Agnes  Davidson,  by  J. 

B.  Hay,  Ex., 

Belleville  Avenue,  J.  H.  Denison,  for 
Debt,   to  const.  Arthur  W.  Snow  a 
L.  M., 
Orange,  Trinity,  by  J.  L.  Halsey,  to  const, 

J.  L.  Halsey  a  L.  D. ;  F.  Lyman,  I.  C. 

Howes  and  £.  W.  Eaton  L.  Ms., 


PENNSYLVANIA— $9.00. 
Potterville,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Holbrook, 

OHIO^  $60.80. 

Fort  Recovery,  B.  T.  Hastings, 
Painesville,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  by 

W.  C.  TisdcU, 

Heber  LitUe, 
Pisgah,  by  Rev.  M.  W.  DIggs, 
Stenbenville,  Sabbath-school  of  First,  for 

Debt,  by  C.  H.  Spauldlng, 


INDIANA— $8.60. 

Indianapolis,  Mrs.  M.  BUatard,  by  Ber.  N. 

A.  Hyde,  D.D., 
Peru, 


60  86 


612  88 

11  73 

80  00 

22  26 

2  57 

16  00 


128  27 

80  00 

7  35 

8  00 

89  60 


88  08 

9  06 
15  00 

80  00 
6  00 

20  00 


6  00 

6  85 

88  vi2 

106  80 

80  00 

190  90 

900 

6  00 

80  00 

13  NO 

6  00 

600 


2  60 
6  UQ 
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ILLINOIS— ^428.88. 

Buda,  by  W.  T.  Randall, 
Canton,  bv  H.  L.  Wright, 
Cheban^c,  by  M.  Elliott, 
Chesterfield,  by  K»»v.  K.  Loomi**, 
Chica(?o,  Union  Park  Sabbath-school,  for 
Debt,  by  Q.  M.  Graves, 
Lcavitt  Street,  Sabbath dchool,  for  Debt, 
by  M.  J.  Fitch. 
Crete  and  Matt4»M)n,  by  Rev.  J.  P.  Smith, 
Dallas  City,  Firrt,  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Cutler, 
Danvers,  by  J.  D.  JancH, 
Greenville,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,   by 

F.  P.  Joy, 
Hini*dale,  F.  Bascom,  D.D., 
Lyonsville,  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Armstrong, 
Maywood,  Mii»H  F.  E.  Townslcy, 
Millbiirn,  by  J.  A.  Rice, 
Ottawa,  First,  by  J.  O.  Nattinger, 
Princeton,   SabbAth-sohool,  by  Mrs.  Bolt- 
wood, 
Quinov,  First  Union,  by  Rev.  C.  H.  Buell, 
Sheffield,  bv  Rev.  G.  W.  Coleman, 
Sterling,  First,  by  C.  H.  Rich. 
Summer  Hill,  add'l,  by  Rev.  C.  E.  Marsh, 
Thawville,  a/ld'l.  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Weage, 
Tonica,  A  Friend, 
Turner,  by  II.  S.  Brown, 
Wethersfield,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Kellogg, 


MISSOURI— $2.00. 

California  and  Clarksburg,  by  Rev.  P.  B. 
West, 

MICHIGAN— $132.13. 

Alleyton  and  Whitecloud,  by  Rev.  J.  Hol- 

way, 
Detroit,  M.  A.  E., 
Hopkins,  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Kidder, 
Jackson,  Second,  by  Rev.  J.  L.  Mailo, 
Kalamazoo,  Rev.  H.  N.  Bumton,  D.D.,  and 

family, 
Litchfield,  Sabbath  school  of  the  Firrt,  for 

Debt,  by  11.  N.  Turrell,  and  wh.  const 

him  a  L.  .M., 
Orion,  $14.25;  Oxford,  $5.75,  by  Rev.  D. 

P.  Breed, 
Owosso,  A  Friend, 
Pleasanton.  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Millard, 
Port  Sanilac,  A  Friend  of  Missions, 
St.  Clair,  by  J.  Collins, 
Tnstin,  by  Rev.  S.  S.  Haines, 


WISCONSIN— $480.71. 


V 


Received  by  Rev.  F.  B.  Doe : 

Ripon,  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt, 
Received  by  Rev.  H.  A,  Miner : 
Beloit,    First,    Woman's    Miss. 

Soc., 

Second,  add'l, 
Blake's  Prairie,  for  Debt, 
Bloomington,  for  Debt, 
Elk  Grove, 
Leeds,  for  Debt, 
Madison,  Woman's  Miss.    Soc., 

to  const.  Mrs.  Hiram  Johnson 

a  L.  M., 
Mazomanie,  for  Debt, 
Windsor, 


$36  12 

14  00 

4  50 

650 

10  00 

8  00 


30  00 

6  40 

7  76 


Applnton,    Outagamie  H.    M.    Soc.,    by 

Rev.  J.  Tibbefts 

Ann  S,  Kimball,  to  const.   Mrs.  W.  J. 
Allen  a  L.  M., 
BaralKJo.  for  Debt,  by  Rev.  N.  T.  Blakes- 

lee, 
Dclafiold,  Welsh  Taberoacle,  $4.27;  Bark 

River,  $2,  by  Rev.  K.  Jones, 
Durand,  by  Rev.  A.  Kidder, 
Evansvillo,  S;xbbath-8chool,  for  Debt,  by 

Rev.  M.  Rowley, 
Fort  Atkinson,  J.  Lamphcar, 


$30  00 

89  50 

3  00 

20  00 

38  87 

30  00 

15  00 

10  00 

15  00 

5  75 

10  00 

11»  12 

1  CO 

7  75 

15  00 

7  60 

80  :^A) 

35  CO 

19  m 

2  00 

1  50 

10  00 

2  IK) 

5  00 

2  00 


16  28 

8  00 

V)  61 

10  00 

5  00 


80  00 

20  00 

1  00 

3  00 

1  00 
27  1-3 

2  11 


80  00 


123  84 

37  50 

30  00 

9  45 

6  27 

25  00 

30  WJ 
10  00 


Friendship  and  New  Ohenter,  bj  Ber.  P. 

R.  Staples, 
Hixton,  First,  by  Rev.  J.  8.  Norria, 
Ithaca  and  Scxtonvllle,  for  Debt,  by  Rer. 

S.  Spyker, 
Metomen  and  West  Rosendale,  by  Ber.  H. 

Safford, 
Milwaukee,    Plymouth,     $56.06;     Spring 

Street,  $25,  by  Rev.  L.  Clapp, 
Oak  Grove,  by  Rev.  W.  C.  Sanford, 
Plymouth,  by  Rev.  D.  Wirt, 
St'jckbridge,  by  Rov.  F.  Herbrechtcr, 
Waushara  Co.*  Bethel,  Welsh,  by  Rev.  T. 

Jones, 


IOWA— $394.23. 

Received  by  Rev.  B.  Adams : 
Ca.<is, 
Elkader, 
Marshalltown,  ■ 
Mendon,  Sabbath-school, 
Webster  City, 
Woman's  Ml'«,  Soc., 


$9  55 

10  00 
80  00 

2  11 
12  00 

6  00 


Belmond,  $14.70;  Clarion,  $8.92,  bv  B«v. 

J.  D.  Sands. 
Cedar  Falls,  by  Rev.  C.  Gibbs, 
Decorah.  b>  E.  J.  Weisor,  to  const,  him  a 

L.  M., 
Fairfax,  bv  Rev.  D.  D.  Frost, 
Gillett'fl    Grove,    $5.80:    Six-noer,    First, 

$20.50,  by  Rev.  W.  L.  Coleman, 
Golden  Prairie,  by  Rev.  E.  G.  Cari>cntcr, 
Gomer,  Welsh  Ch,,  by  Rev.  S.  Jones, 
Greenwood  Cent«?r,  ^5 ;  Mrs.  A.  Spell,  $5, 

by  Rev.  W.  Sixll, 
Keokuk,  Luther  Ch.,  by  Rev.  S.  Snnberg, 
Lansing  Ridge,  Ladies'  Cent  Soc.,  by  Rev. 

P.  Weidmann, 
Mitchell,  by  Rev.  A.  Parker, 
Monticello,  by  Rev.  L.  W.  Brintnall, 
Moquoketa.  Sabbath-school,  for  Debt,  by 

E.  B.  Bn\dley, 
Pojitville,  First,  by  Rev.  L.  P.  Mathews, 
Sibley,  by  Rev.  B.  A.  Dean, 
Sioux  City,  First,  by  Rov.  J.  N,  McLonoy, 

to  const.  C.  Kent  a  L.  M., 
Stuart,  Ladies'  Working  Band,  by  Mrs.  H. 

Adams, 
Warren  Township,  First,  by  Bov.  B.  Haa- 

sell, 

MINNESOTA— $101 .80. 

Received  by  Rev .  L.  H.  Cobb : 

Znmbrota,  Sabb  'th-«;h»>ol,  by  J, 

C.  Steam ^^,  for  D»'bt,  to  const. 

P.  E.  Snotlold  a  L.  M., 
Alexandrii^  by  Rev    P.  S.  Smith, 
Audubon,  by  Rev.  O.  S.  Pel  ton. 
Belle  Prairie  and  Little  Falls,  by  Rev.  D. 

W.  Rownkrans, 
Brainerd,  First,  by  Rev.  C.  A.  Conant, 
Freeborn,  G.  McCulley,  by  Rev.  W.  Fisk, 
Mankato,  Sabbath -school  of  Finit,  by  Rev. 

L.  W.  Chancy,  to  const.  N.   W.  Clark  a 

L.  M., 
Payncsville  and  Union  Grove,   First,   by 

Rev.  T.  R.  Wilkinson, 

KANS.A.S-$24.65. 

Blue  Rapids,  by  Rev.  D.  G.  MrNair, 
Cedarville.  by  Rev   J.  K.  Eckman, 
Ellis,  First,  by  Rov.  D.  (»<w"heM:tnor, 
Garfield  and  Kinsley,  by  Rt*v.  H.  Hotldle, 
McPherson,  bv  Rev.'  G.  P.  Claflin, 
Milford,  Mrs/M.  H.  W.  Jayqu.th, 
Rosendale,  by  Rev.  E.  S.  liiil, 

NEBRASKA— 180.00. 

Central  City,  by  Rev .  A.  Fitch, 
Monroe,  by  Rev.  C.  C.  Starbuck, 
Omaha,  Rev.  C.  H.  Crawford, 


$5  55 

5  00 

800 

15  75 

81  (K) 
12  5'» 

10  iXi 
2»  20 

16  00 


69  G6 

23  62 
10  00 

54  Oil 
2ti  00 

26  30 

10  m 

9  TO 

10  0(1 
2  50 

6  541 

7  25 

33  20 

90  00 

20  « 

4  00 

41  50 

1  00 

7  00 


80  00 

6  .% 

10  30 

5  0»3 

icco 

420 

30  00 

6  00 

2  15 
2  5«J 

6  45 
4  60 
1  ^5 

6  (HI 
8  50 

10  00 
5  00 

«00 

TUB  BOMB  UIBBIONABY. 


Zork.  tlO  ^  SibbUh-Khogl  tor  DeM,  fX, 
bj  Ban.  C.  S.  JUrruon, 

woa 

CiLi  F  oiiN  li-saao,  uii , 

Lltili'  9bi«».  bi  Rt-v,  R.  QratM, 

30  00 

wooa 

0BEG0S-»1S».S1. 

aasl-Bd  by  J.  Bt«K  T™»  Oi^n  H 

H. 

Ponland,  Flnl,                           (lU 
The  Dallas, 

Orivuri'.'iIS.  Finit,  bj  BOT.  D.  B.  Gr»J 

.oc 

IMM 

HOMBjnasiojfAHi, 

TTll 

FOB  8DNDAT-8CH0OL  WOBK, 

•     168  30 

•' 

.aaaa 

I>oiuKi?<u  •;/'  CtoMlnir,  ale. 
BtUavuc,  Ulcb„  I«dia^  tii  Mn.   IL   A. 


»Ki«a 

OlininiiBti,  O.,  Vlno3(.  Oh.,  tx^i, 
DajvillP,  Ct.  A  fi*   Chnrvh-membs™  ind 

150  00 

Dtbcni,  ti;  HfV.  f .  H.  M.  Iliu!h°ler.  Iiuni, 

Su>h  W,  Cowlu*  WuTtJ. 

BO  00 

Pint  Cb.,  tij  lin.  L.  9.  WlllUlon,  bund 

-.JtrplRht, 

8S00 

Mi*iletoiin,  Ct  IMiaf  Hodiii  MIm.  Boc.  of 

FlM  Ct.,  b}-  Ul»  C.  U.  Buron,  lariiii, 

Neir  H&van.  Ot..  lAdln'llouii'  HUo.  Sl--.  or 

Kr»c  Ch..  w  Mn.  E.  B.  Alw-wr,  (...,r 

baica,  ud  Douk^ 

89B96 

AnbnnidBiE.  U.K.  6»tilwth-«rh«!l,  "CUw 

Nmii  B™n*onl,*'ct!,  La.ll^"  bj  B«i.  jTw. 

WOO 

Korwl.;h.  Cl„  Ladie.'  Homa  Hl».  Boc  ol 

BrclMj  Ch..  bj  Jill"  B.  P.  HiplB7,  two 

It  Lcbaam,  N.  H..  Lulled  bf  B.  L. 
a  WlTUtcd'.  Ct.  Lullu,  bj  1U«  llUT 
uttor  Lock*,  Ct..  lAdlch  br  Hiw  K.  O. 


A  Friend,  for  D«bt, 


300 


THE   HOME   MIS810NAST. 


April,  1878. 


Union,  barrel, 

Weat  Eoxbury,  b«rro1, 

Bridgcwatcr,  Central  Square,  barrel, 

Cambridge,  East  Ch.,  Communion  Set  and 
Bible, 

Cambridge,  North,  by  Mrs.  M.  B.  Richard- 
son, barrel, 

Fitzwilliam,  N.  H.,  barrel, 

Haverhill,  North,  two  barrela, 

Hopkinton,  I^adic«'  H.  M.  Soc.,  barrel, 

Lynn.  Central,  barrel, 

Milton.  First,  Imrrcl, 

Northampton,  by  Mrs.  E.  B.  Palmer,  barrel, 

Norton,  Trinitarian,  barrel, 

Pittafleld,  Free  Will  Soc..  barrel, 

Sharon,  D.  W.  Pettee,  coat, 

Springfield,   by    Mrs.    B.   B.   B.  McClean, 
barrel, 

WhitinBTlIle,  by  Mrs.  D.  L.  Osgood,  box, 


160  00 
800  00 

94  00 

20  00 

103  00 

40  00 

im  50 

94  65 

86  00 

100  00 

47  60 

68  84 

66  00 

10  00 

96  80 

320  24 

BeceipU     of  the    Connecticut    Home     MiMionarp 
Society,  in  Febrttarv,  Wa&d  W.  Jacobs,  Treas. 

Ashfonl,  by  Rer.  C.  P.  Qrosrenor, 
Colchester,'  by  Rt?v.  Saml.  Q.  Wlllard, 
Bastford.  by  J.  D.  Borrows, 
Litchfield,  add'l,  Henry  R.  Coit, 

Levi  Coe,  by  H.  R,  Coit.  to  const.  Francis 
M.  Coc  a  L.  M., 
Middletown,  Third,  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Tuck,  to 

const.  Dea.  Alfnnl  Bacon  a  L.  M., 
Milton,  by  H.  R.  Coit, 
New  London,  First,  by  L.  0.  Learned, 
New  Britain,  South,  by  Wm.  H.  Hart, 
Naugatuck,  by  E.  S^ienccr, 
Poquonock,  by  Rev.  S.  Ketchum, 
Buffl^d,  First,  by  Jas.  W.  Spelman, 
South  Glastonbury,  by  H.  D.  Hale. 
Thomaston,  by  P.  Darrow, 
Waterbnry,  Second,  by  D.  F.  Maltby, 

91,468  67 


910  00 

20  00 

23  00 

6  00 

CIS 

80  00 

to 

80  00 

8  46 

683  70 

75  OC 

114  75 

14  70 

19  38 

10  07 

86  56 

477  96 

Receipt*  of  the  Ntto  ffampehlr^  Mlsrionary  Soctetv, 

in  January  and  February^  L.  D.  Stevknb, 

Treae. 

Bedford,  Blanchard  Nichols, 

910  00 

Brooklinc, 

9  86 

Concord,  A  Friend, 

10  00 

Concord,  Soutli, 

174  18 

Campton, 

11  67 

Canterbury, 

6  00 

Conway.  Entato  of  Abby  K«  Wentworth, 

10  00 

Exeter,  First, 

82  00 

Farmington, 

21  00 

Fisherville,  J.  C.  Martin, 

2  00 

Hanover, 

86  09 

HarrUvUle, 

620 

Hollis,  A  Friend, 
Keene,  First, 

E.  M.  Clark, 
Merrimao, 

Marlborough,  f or  S.  8.  Work, 
Mount  Vem<m, 
Milford, 
New  Ipswich, 
N.  H.  Cent  Institation, 
Otssipee, 
Piermont, 
Tilton, 
Wllmot, 
Web*»ter, 
WestCoooord, 


Reeeiptt  of  the    Ohio  Home  JtimUmanf  SoeUty^  te 
February^  F.  C.  Scasxom,  IreoM, 

Kent,  by  J.  S.  Cook, 

Oberlin,  First,  add'l,  by  H.  Habbaid, 

Second,  add'l,  by  E.  Regal, 
Seville,  by  L.  W.  Strong, 
StcubenvlUe,  by  Rev.  H.  M.  Tenney, 
Sylvania,  by  A.  B.  West, 
Received  by  Rev.  Dr.  8.  Woloott,  Sec  : 

Aurora,  by  Rev.  C.  L.  Hamlin,  to  const. 
W.  K.  Ricksecker  a  L.  M., 

Nelson,  by  J.  8.  Hobart, 

Ravenna,  by  F.  W.  Coffin, 

Weymouth,  by  Bev.  O.  W.  White  (8.  S., 
91.89) 


997  13 
66  78 
14  88 

500 

10  00 

230 


SO  00 
10  21 
21  90 

10  CO 


9197  13 


Receiptt  in  Coin,  of  CaUfomia  Agency,  ly  J.  W. 
QULSJL,  Financial  Agent. 


Bntteville,  The  People, 
Cloverdale, 
Oakland,  First, 

Plymouth  Avenue, 

Sabbath-iohool  ol  Plymouth  Avenne,  for 
Debt, 
Sacramento,  Sabbath -school,  for  Debt, 
Santfi  Barbara,  Sabbath -school, 
Santa  Crui,  Sablmth-school,  for  Debt, 
San  Francisco,  First, 

Sabbath- school,  of  First,  for  Debt, 

O.  W.  Merriam, 

Plymouth, 

Fifteenth  Street, 
San  Mateo, 
West  Oakland, 


18  50 

6  25 

80  1* 

15  00 

30  00 
30(0 
10  00 
30  00 

811  37 
30  00 
60  00 

830  00 

15  75 

500 

4  10 

9960  97 


THIS  LEAFLET  la  not  sent  out  to  amuse  stnall  chil- 
dren. It  is  not  intended  to  Im  a  ehU't'i  paper.  We 
hope,  indeed,  that  many  tilings  in  it  will  tnke  Iiokl  of  young 
minda  and  hearts.  We  meanthat  everything  in  it  shall  pertain  to  life's  young  morU' 
lug.  But  it  will  aim  to  reach  especiallj  the  older  members  of  Sundaj-echooU,  with 
their  parents,  teachers,  pastors,  and  those  who  are  inflnentially  connected  with  the 
schools  and  their  work.  We  desire  to  give  them  such  information  as  will  create 
and  maintain  a  strong  and  intelligent  interest  in  the  Hissionarj  Bundaj-echool 
field  in  all  parts  of  our  great  laud.  This  Leaflet  is  to  be  the  instrument  for  that 
purpose.  It  will  aim  to  bring  Sunday-school  need  and  bounty  face  to  face ; 
Sanday-school  "  demand  and  supply  "  into  each  other's  presence,  confident  that 
intjmatc  relations  and  a  lively  acquaintance  between  the  two  will  be  a  blessing  to 
both.  We  want  the  Leiplst  therefore  to  have  a  very  wide  circulation  among 
those  for  whom  it  is  meant  It  is  too  brief  to  contain  long  articles,  or  man;  ot 
them.  It  will  not  hold  everything.  Bome  Mittioiiary  Bunday-ickaalwork — to  this 
one  subject  in  its  various  aspects  this  little  publication  must  confine  itself.  Facts, 
stories,  tlioughts,  pictures,  and  scenes  bearing  on  that  one  theme — this  is  the  place 
to  look  for  them.  And  we  beg  of  those  who  have  this  sort  of  material,  whether 
east  or  west,  north  or  south,  to  furnish  it  instantly,  freely,  and  continuously.  It 
will  be  one  way  of  serving  the  Master.  Especially  shall  we  look  to  snpcrintend- 
ents,  whether  of  Sunday-schools  or  of  the  Society's  work,  and  to  missiouaiiee, 
their  wives  and  daughters,  for  contribatians  to  enrich  these  columns  and  make  the 
Leaflet  a  constant  delighL 

Veiy  likely,  too,  it  will  be  variable  in  quantity.  The  present  isstje  has  but  four 
pages ;  the  next  may  have  eight — we  make  no  pledges.  The  amount  of  sunshine 
for  any  given  day  cannot  be  foretold.  Only  this  is  fixed  and  immutable ;  that  the 
Leaflet  must  be  short,  to  the  point,  and  with  as  ranch  sunshine  in  it  as  we  can 
get  to  the  square  inch.  

How  OUR  HiBfiioiUBiBS  DO  Buhdat-school  Wobk.— One  of  our  mismonaries 
reports  that  during  the  last  two  years  he  has  "  assisted  in  establishing  and  running 
seven  Sunday-schools,  besides  the  one  near  his  own  home.  Sis  of  them  he  has  fur- 
nished with  libraries  and  papers.  At  one  of  the  places  there  had  been  a  school — 
now  dead.  It  was  bard  to  persuade  any  one  to  take  hold  again.  But  it  was  done, 
and  that  school  has  since  then  Icept  on,  summer  and  winter  alike,  with  13S  ovxiftb 
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on  its  roll  and  an  average  attendance  of  eighty-five.     Best  of  all,  several  have  been 
converted,  and  one,  I  l>elievc,  will  yet  seiTe  the  Lord  in  the  ministry." 

Sent  for  to  go  out  eighteen  miles  and  preach  the  funeral  sermon  of  a  little  child, 
he  foimd,  on  inquiry,  that  no  religious  services  were  held  in  all  that  neighborhood, 
and  that  a  large  part  of  the  peo])le,  in  planting  time  or  harvest,  worked  right  on 
through  Sundays  as  other  days.  He  went  again,  called  the  people  together  to  ee- 
tablish  a  Sunday-school,  but  could  find  no  man  or  woman  to  open  it  with  prayer. 
There  were  some  who  respected  religion,  and  wanted  it  for  themselves  and  their 
children,  but  they  did  not  know  of  one  praying  man  or  woman  in  all  that  com- 
munity. But,  with  faith  in  Ck)d,  he  started  the  schooL  The  people  were  dili- 
gently followed  up.  A  library  and  Sunday-school  papers  added  to  its  power,  and 
made  it  more  attractive.  He  began  occasional  preaching.  "Winter  set  in.  The 
people  were  poor,  their  children  thinly  clad.  The  school  was  closed.  Bat,  when 
spring  came,  they  did  not  wait  for  his  prompting.  The  school  re-opened  with  still 
larger  attendance,  and  a  church  already  seems  coming  into  existence  as  its  fruit 


That  Little  Brown  House  out  in  the  Sand-Hills. — Give  you  the  children 
and  you  will  take  the  nation — give  you  the  Sunday-schools  and  you'll  have  the 
churches.  The  church  is  the  mother  of  the  Sunday-school,  but  then  again  the 
Sunday-school  is  the  mother  of  churches.    Take  this  example : 

Plymouth  Church,  of  San  Francisco,  is  reported  as  having  given,  in  1876,  to 
Home  Missions,  $505;  to  Foreign,  $^16;  and  to  other  benevolent  causes,  $1,700. 
It  also  paid,  for  its  own  current  expenses,  $7,700.  Here  were  $10,311  raised  in  one 
year,  for  the  work  of  God,  by  that  one  church.  The  year  before,  this  total  was  even 
larger.  It  now  numbers  more  than  250  members.  The  years  are  bearing  this  rich 
and  increasing  fruit. 

But — fifteen  years  ago  th^re  was  no  Plymouth  Church  of  San  Francisco.  There 
was  a  little  Sunday-school,  in  a  little  brown  house  out  among  the  sand-hills,  and 
at  tliat  time  quite  out  of  the  way  and  hard  of  access.  It  required  a  good  deal  of 
religion,  zeal,  and  patience  to  keep  up  that  little  Sunday-school ;  the  workers  be- 
longed mostly  to  the  Fij-st  Church.  Two  years,  if  not  more — but  they  stuck  to  it, 
rain  or  shine. 

At  last,  out  came  this  Second  (or  Plymouth)  Church.  And  the  good  which  that 
church  has  done  in  San  Francisco  and  in  California,  at  home  and  abroad ;  the  re- 
vivals in  that  church ;  the  kingdom  of  God  in  that  church — we  probably  should 
never  have  heard  or  known  anything  of  them,  had  it  not  lieen  for  that  Sunday- 
school  in  the  little  brown  house,  away  out  there  among  the  sand-hills.  Such  are  the 
springs  which  we  would  open  in  all  the  waste  places,  in  all  the  deserts  of  this  great 
nation,  from  which  the  rivers  of  God  shall  flow  with  the  breadth  and  depth  of 
infinite  and  eternal  salvation. 


The  Vn.LAGE  Deacjon-Superintendent. — At  the  request  of  a  deacon  in  the  vil- 
lage church,  I  lately  spent  a  few  days  at  a  place  where  I  established  an  out-station 
in  1862.  He  is  at  the  same  time  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  which  he 
helped  to  organize.  He  was  always  at  his  post,  except  when  serving  in  the  amiy 
or  prostrated  by  disease.  Whatever  the  weather  and  whoever  might  be  absent  he 
was  on  duty,  ready  to  lead  the  singing  or  do  anything  else  in  his  power.  Some- 
times the  little  scliool-house  was  well  filled,  and  then,  again,  only  eight  or  ten 
would  be  there.  But  that  brother  never  wavered.  When  I  left,  he  invited  others 
to  preach,  and  thus  he  has  continued  for  over  fifteen  years. 
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Early  last  winter  he  became  very  anxious  for  a  revival,  and  as  there  was  no  min- 
ister to  do  pastoral  work,  he  visited  from  house  to  house,  talking  and  praying  with 
the  people.  A  blessed  revival  followed.  A  church  was  organized,  and  when  I 
visited  them  just  now,  as  I  have  said,  the  meetings  were  held,  not  in  the  small 
wooden  school-house,  but  in  one  of  stone,  well  filled  with  earnest  hearers.  The 
Spirit  of  God  was  with  us  in  power,  and  a  goodly  number  expressed  their  deter- 
mination to  follow  Christ.  A  great  change  had  been  wrought  in  the  spiritual 
condition  of  that  people,  by  the  blessing  of  God  mainly  upon  the  labors  of  this  one 
man,  in  keeping  up  the  Sunday-school  and  such  other  religious  instruction  as  he 
could.  And  yet  when  he  commenced  in  that  Sunday-school  he  knew  so  little  of 
the  Bible  that  he  found  its  different  books  with  difficulty  and  embarrassment. 
But  he  was  doing  what  he  could,  and  God  has  blessed  him  and  helped  him  to  save 
many  souls  in  connection  with  that  Sunday-school. 


**  Pa  !  YOU  PROMISED." — It  was  in  Mason  County,  Illinois.  A  half-dozen  chil- 
dren, utterly  neglected,  had  been  gathered,  literally,  out  of  the  street,  for  religious 
instruction,  in  an  untenanted  building.  As  the  school  increased,  this  little  five- 
year-old  girl  wanted  her  father  to  go.  He  had  opposed  the  school,  and,  for  a  time, 
had  done  what  he  could  to  prevent  his  children  from  attending.  "  It  is  a  disgrace 
to  our  neighborhood,"  he  said,  "  to  have  a  mission  school  here;  as  though  we  were 
heathen  I " 

The  daughter  pleaded,  and  at  last  he  promised,  thinking  that  the  child  would 
forget  it  and  let  him  alone.  Wlien  the  Sabbath  came,  he  would  not  go.  She 
pleaded  and  urged  in  vain.  He  put  her  away  with  a  promise  to  go  "  next  Sabbath," 
believing  and  hoping  she  would  forget  the  promise  and  cease  her  importunity. 

The  next  Sabbath  she  got  ready  and  went  again  to  her  father.  He  was  sur- 
prised, but  still  refused.  The  grieved  child,  looking  steadily  up  to  his  face,  said 
solemnly,  "  Pa,  you  promised  I "  The  man  yielded.  "  I  came,"  said  he,  "  and  I 
bless  God  that  I  did."  He  came  again  and  again,  and  finally  told  what  a  great 
sinner  he  had  been,  "  perhaps  the  wickedest  man  in  the  town,"  but  had  found  par- 
don and  peace  in  Christ     **  A  little  child  shall  lead  them." 


A  Feeble  BEamNiNO. — ^That  school  rapidly  increased.  It  brought  out  the  very 
poor  and  the  greatly  neglected.  A  revival  of  religion  commenced  in  connection 
with  the  work  of  the  Young  Men^s  Christian  Association,  and  then  the  fruits  of 
this  blessed  seed-sowing  began  richly  to  appear.  Last  Sabbath  a  church  of  twenty- 
five  members  was  organized  in  that  wretched  little  room,  through  whose  ceiling 
the  melting  snow  dripped  down.  *It  had  not  been  a  year  since  the  work  began. 
A  new  place  for  meeting  must  be  provided  at  once.  The  low,  narrow  room,  with 
its  stifling  air  and  its  crowded  seats,  must  be  abandoned.  The  school  numbers 
more  than  200,  and  the  room  cannot  hold  them.  The  Bible  class  has  fifty  adults. 
These  arc  persons  in  humble  circumstances — some  are  very  poor.  They  feel  that 
they  should  go  together.  One  widowed  mother  was  found  with  no  food  in  her 
house  for  herself  and  children  but  some  parched  com.  Yet  she  was  the  child  of 
God,  but  away  from  the  fold.  Another  woman  whose  husband  was  intemperate, 
and  who  had  "  but  one  dress,"  had  not  been  in  a  church  for  years,  "  blessed  God 
that  a  cottage  prayer-meeting  had  been  appointed  in  her  room."  These  are  now 
included  in  the  Union  Church,  and  the  father,  who  hated  and  cursed  the  Sunday- 
school,  and  then  promised  to  go,  not  intending  to  keep  his  promise,  is  one  of  the 
deacons. 
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I  had  not  supposed  that  any  town  in  Illinois  of  2,000  people  could  haye  proyided 
•o  large  a  class  of  neglected  men,  women,  and  children — intemperate,  profsne, 
Sabbath- breakers,  full  of  sin — and  brought  them  together  in  a  Sunday-school ;  or 
that  Christian  love  could  have  been  so  blessed  and  crowned,  so  speedily,  so  richly, 
from  that  feeble  beginning. 

Have  yon  on  the  Lord  believed  ? 

Still  there^s  more  to  follow ! 
Of  his  grace  have  you  received  ? 

Still  there^B  more  to  follow ! 


A  Great  Army. — Illinois  reported  last  year  5,982  Sunday-schools  in  Hitt  fltete, 
having  445,829  scholars.  The  scholars  in  attendance  at  the  public  achoola  Were 
654,809 ;  or  208,980  more  than  the  number  in  Sunday-schools. 

The  number  of  Sunday-school  papers  taken  was  8,719,264.  The  nnmber  of 
volumes  in  libraries  was  530,770.  And  yet  the  money  expended  in  the  schools  is 
reported  as  only  $211,127.42,  and  more  than  one-third  of  this  was  in  one  city. 

The  census  of  1870  gave  the  children  in  Illinois  of  school  age,  between  fire  and 
eighteen,  as  818,766.  Illinois  then,  does  not  reach  one-half  its  children  with 
Sunday-school  instruction.    The  untaught  and  neglected  are  the  great  army. 


Evert  Dollar  brings  a  Child. — In  a  Sunday-school  convention  in  Minnesota, 
last  year,  it  was  said  that  "  in  the  four  contiguous  States,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Wis- 
consin, Minnesota,  not  less  than  700,000  children  were  never  in  any  Sunday-school. 
The  last  year,  10,000  had  been  brought  in,  at  a  cost  of  $10,000.  Every  dollar  brings 
a  child.^'  We  expect  this  Leaflet  to  reach  200,000  children,  in  not  less  than  40,000 
homes,  and  to  plant  germs  for  the  future.  It  will  reach  the  thought  and  activity  of 
a  great  company.    It  should  bring  many  dear  children  to  €k)d. 


"Simijts,  in  Parr|,  for  ^utti>aj-S4ool  SSlork. 


Keene,  K.  B.,  6cuidsy-«chool  of  the  Second, 

by  G.  Kinfrsbary, 
Arlington,  ICasb.,  Snnday-aohool,  by  O.  M. 

Morse, 
Kewburyport,     ICsm,,    Belleyllle    Banday- 

nchool,  by  J.  M.  Jacnon, 
Korthampton,  Maaa.,  Snndaj-achool  of  Ed- 
wards Ch.,  by  A.  D.  Sanders, 
SwampMoott,  Maas.,  Sonday-achool,  by  Rer. 

8.  E.  Eastaian, 
Hartford,  Ckmn.,  Wethersfidd  Arenne  Bnn- 

day-school,  hy  L.  W.  Bnrt, 
New  Preston  village,  Oonn.,  Sonday-sohool, 

by  G.  W.  Olemmons, 
Tbomaston,    Conn.,  Sunday-school,  by  P. 

Darrow, 
Renraelaer  Falls,  N.  Y.,  Boys*  Mission  of  the 

Sonday-achool,  by  Bev.  O.  A  Bodcwood, 
Davenport,  Iowa,  by  J.  Ooldsbnry, 
Beceived  by  Rev.  L.  H.  Oobb,  Mmn. : 

Minneapolis,  Second,  14  00 


Winnebago  Agency, 


10  00 


117  16 
SO  00 
90  00 

15  00 
SO  85 

480 

16  64 

70  00 

780 
S8S5 

14  00 


Providence,  Minn.,  Sunday-school,  by  Bev. 

D.  B.  Eella, 
Bichland,  Dak.,  by  Bev.  L.  Bridgman, 


15  oe 

fS40  50 


JSfloeftMtf  by  the  Mast.  Rome  MU9,  Soc^ 
Ohablxs  Dxxokb,  Treat. 

Boston,  Eliot  &  S.,  by  W.  Ireson, 

Snpt.,  f  S4  77 

Longmeadow,  East,  by  0.  Marsh,  Tr.,    89  78 


Medford,  Mystic  S.  S., 
Newton,  Eliot,  by  E.  Woodward, 
Wobnm,  S.  B.  of  First, 
Worcester,  Salem  St.  8.  S.,  by  W. 
Woodward, 


27  04 

171  97 

25  00 

60  00 


$398  66 
t56»06 


Donations  intended  for  the  Sunday-School  Work  of  the  A.  H.  M.  S. 
should  be  so  designated  at  the  time  of  sending.  Kemittances  should  be 
addressed  to  Wm.  Henry  Smith,  Treas.,  Bible  House,  New  York.  Post- 
office  orders  shoidd  be  drawn  on  Station  D.,  New  York  city. 


THE  FLnNO  DnroHMAW.— This  man  was  a  Hiiuouri 
Gennan  who  could  sppak  only  iirokon  En^liali.  Hi» 
nc-lfjliborliootl  was  destitute  of  church  or  Sunday-school. 
Chriatioii  laborers  had  oU  passed  it  by,  looking  for  more  hopeful  flelds.  This 
man,  now  deeply  converted,  determined  on  bis  coarse.  His  mule  was  swift  of 
foot  and  tme.  On  that  now  dedicated  mule  he  rode  day  after  day,  from  bouse  to 
house,  visiting  Protestant  and  Catholic  alike  ^11  the  whole  oeighborliood  was 
aroused.  Re  had  resoWed  on  a  Sunday-school,  and  the  day  for  it  was  here  at  last. 
The  minister — slow  of  faith  till  the  work  was  done  to  his  hand  by  this  man  and 
mule — now  came  to  organize  it ;  and  the  Qcrman  still  rode  on  to  keep  it  aliTe. 
The  people  called  him  "The  Plying  Dutchman."  A  blessed  rerival  followed. 
There  was  fruit  to  be  gathered,  and  the  German  stilt  rode  on.  He  was  a  poor  man, 
but  rich  in  faith  and  the  heir  of  a  kingdom.  Ood  blessed  him—  a  faithful  Creator, 
lie  did  not  fail  as  to  any  one  of  his  exqpeding  great  and  precious  promises  to  this 
faithful  serrant  in  his  cause.  Even  the  farm  prospered.  Verily  he  has  been  fed. 
This  began  three  yeani  ago,  and  not  long  since  our  Missouri  Superintendent  preached 
tbe  sermon  at  the  dedication  there  of  a  fine  church  building,  all  paid  fur.  The 
Oernan  still  stammers  out  prayer  and  thanksgiving  for  what  Ood  hath  wrought 
by  him,  and  is  still  riding  on  in  that  blessed  serrice.  Bheridan's  "  twenty  miles" 
IS  it  better ) 


LooKiHO  FOR  TRB  gPRiNama  OP  THE  Sbxd. — At  New  Year's  time  I  invited 
the  children  and  yoang  people  of  the  Sunday-school  to  consider  whether  tbey 
wonld  not  begin  the  New  Tear  right  by  giving  their  yonng  lives  to  Ood,  and 
aalced  them  to  write  or  print,  during  the  week,  just  wliat  pledge  they  would  make. 
To  my  gratification  I  received  sis  delightful,  simple  notes,  having  various 
eipressioDB  of  choice  to  do  right  and  please  Jesus.  Bome  of  these  notes  from  the 
9»iy  young  children  surprised  me  at  the  precocity  in  spiritual  things  among  chil- 
dren. Verily  what  John  says  is  true ;  "  Little  children,  ye  are  of  God !  "  Two 
little  boys — too  small  even  to  print  letters— were  overheard  by  their  mother  talking 
of  the  matter  before  getting  up  in  the  morning,  and  considering  what  they  would 
like  to  write  The  older  one  said  be  would  try  to  be  good,  and  not  quarrel  or 
dispute  witli  his  brother  (his  beKtting  sin).    The  jauTigeT  «f;cQwL  Ui\^.,-«''as£D.'>^A 
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other  asked  him,  "  Bat  what  if  you  forget  and  don^t  keep  it,  Frankie  t  **  **  Oh, 
then  m  write  it  again  I  "  Wisdom  and  instruction  for  a  saint,  oat  of  the  month 
of  babes  I 

An  Iowa  Fbontibr  Hissionabt^s  ExFE&nsNCB. — I  haye  shared  in  the  Sundaj- 
school  work  of  this  country  for  five  years.  In  the  spring  of  '73  I  had  one 
*' Library*'  of  fifty  volumes  from  the  Congregational  Publishing  Society,  and 
perhaps  100  other  Sunday-school  books.  They  were  all  to  be  given  to  the  schools 
first  organized  in  this  farming  region.  Four  neighborhoods  soon  gained  the 
divided  prize.  Preacliing  and  schools  have  been  kept  up  in  three  of  them,  every 
summer  since.  The  next  year  I  received  three  more  libraries^  and  this  gift  called 
several  other  schools  into  existence.  They  supplied  a  real  want  and  led  the  peo- 
ple on  to  buy  for  themselves.  They  opened  my  way  also  to  preach  regularly  at 
almost  every  place.  Schools  and  '*  appointments ''  helped  each  other.  Preaching 
was  better  sustained  where  the  schools  had  laid  the  foundations.  The  fact  that 
I  was  **  a  Home  Missionary ''  was  no  obstacle  to  my  helping  to  organize  theuL 

As  results  of  these  libraries  and  schools,  I  know  of  several  cases  of  religioiu 
impression.  Many  persons  have  found  in  these  libraries  their  only  religious  read- 
ing, outside  of  the  Bible.  Many  have  come  for  the  sake  of  the  books,  and  have 
read  every  one  in  the  library.  Many  children  have  come  to  preaching  in  coldest 
winter  weather  to  secure  their  Sunday-school  paper;  and  in  all  places  the  preach- 
ing has  been  better  listened  to  every  year.  The  most  fmitfol  revival  work  hsi 
been  in  the  places  where  these  schools  and  preaching  have  thus  been  helping  cMk 
other  the  past  four  years ;  and  little  result  has  followed  revival  efforts  where  tlM 
schools  had  not  been  kept  up. 


All  WoRKnYO  Toobtheb. — The  north  part  of  East  Saginaw,  Mich.,  seven  yean 
ago,  was  far  off  from  any  Protestant  church,  but  swarmed  with  children.  The 
Young  Men^s  Christian  Association  took  the  matter  in  hand.  The  first  year  saw  from 
thirty  to  thirty-five  of  those  children  every  Sunday  gathered  together.  Not  many, 
out  of  such  a  swarm,  it  is  true,  but  enough  for  a  beginning.  Faith,  hope,  love, 
and  good  works  were  sure  to  tell  by  and  by.  The  school  grew  and  grew,  till  now 
it  averages  over  200  in  regular  attendance.  A  visitor  in  that  city  can  find  it  near 
the  depot  of  the  Flint  and  Pere  Marquette  Railroad ;  and  among  its  enthusiastic 
supporters  he  will  be  delighted  to  find  many  of  the  railroad  men.  A  wealthy 
Eastern  friend  has  lent  a  generous  hand ;  a  site  for  a  building  has  been  secured; 
preaching  added ;  a  revival  enjoyed ;  and  now  the  '*  Farwell  Street  Union  Church  ^ 
is  the  blessed  fruit. 


A  SxTFERiNTENDBNT^s  WoRD. — ^Tour  letter  on  the  Stmday-school  work  is  before 
me.  I  am  glad  you  purpose  to  take  hold  of  it  vigorously  and  make  it  a  success. 
It  must  be  made  a  part  of  the  great  Home  Missionary  Work,  an  essential  part,  aud 
brought  into  notice  and  recognition  as  such.  This  has  been  so  in  the  past,  in  part 
Nearly  every  church  in  the  West  grows  out  of  a  Sunday-schooL  We  have  done  much 
of  the  best  and  hardest  work,  most  permanent  and  productive — planted  schools,  and 
taken  care  of  them ;  but  not  having  had  full  control  of  this  work  and  the  funds  for 
it,  we  have  not  had  our  fair  credit.  The  central  heart  must  be  in  New  York,  and 
so  beat  as  to  be  felt  to  the  remotest  hamlet  and  school  dbtrict  There  must  be 
headship  and  supplies.  Then  we  here  must  unfold  and  enforce  the  work  at 
all  of  our  Conventions  and  Associations.  The  Superintendents  can  do  much  in 
thiB  way,    Hifisionaiiea  and  their  churches  most  be  brought  to  feel  that  this  is  an 
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importaDt  part  of  their  legitimate  work,  and  will  have  a  bearing  on  the  appropriii^ 
tions  to  be  made  to  the  churches.  That  church  and  minister  who  make  a  good 
showing  of  Sunday-school  work  in  the  districts  around  them  will  present  a  better 
claim  for  aid  in  their  own  support 

It  will  take  time  to  bring  this  home  to  each  and  all,  but  it  can  be  done.  We 
must  enlighten,  instruct,  agitate,  encourage,  push.  I  am  sure  the  churches  will 
help  on  such  a  prosecution  of  the  work. 

Furthermore— when  the  matter  is  once  understood,  and  some  of  the  fruits  of 
the  new  departure  appear,  it  will  be  easier  to  get  contributions  from  a  church 
or  Sunday-school  for  this  than  even  for  the  general  work.  We  should  aim,  as 
it  seems  to  me,  to  interest  especially  every  teacher  and  scholar  in  this  Sunday- 
school  missionary  work  as  carried  an  by  us;  to  have  Sunday-school  prayer-meet- 
ings and  concerts  in  which  missionary  letters  shall  be  read  and  stirring  addresses 
made,  with  good  singing — meetings  made  interesting  and  stimulating,  TTw 
material  is  abundant     It  only  needs  to  be  used. 


"  Help  those  Women  !  " — On  the  frontiers  of  Nebraska,  twenty-five  miles  from 
any  church  or  prayer- meeting,  or  Sunday-school,  a  modest,  diffident  Cliristian 
woman  found  herself  alone  amidst  an  irreligious  people.  She  felt  that  something 
must  be  done^-especially  for  the  children.  She  shrank  from  publicity,  but  could 
not  rest.  Praying  much  for  guidance  and  strength,  she  finally  gave  out  notice  of 
a  meeting  the  next  Sabbath  to  organize  a  schooL  That  was  a  time  of  severe  trial 
when  the  hour  appointed  saw  the  room  crowded  with  rough  men  and  women  and 
children.  She  had  uo  helper  but  Qod.  None  of  that  company  would  consent  to 
be  anything  else  than  a  learner.  His  grace  was  sufficient  for  her.  Sensitive  and 
shrinking,  yet  she  went  on  to  organize,  open,  and  instruct  that  school  of  sixty 
members.  With  no  "helps,"  no  library,  no  blackboard,  no  papers — "only  her 
Bible  " — she  went  forward.     "  Help  those  women  !  " 


What  one  Wide-awake  Man  did. — ^In  speaking  of  it  he  said,  "  There^s  a  time 
for  such  things,  a  right  time.  Like  making  maple  sugar,  yon  can't  follow  it  up 
all  summer.  We  had  a  Union  Sunday-school  for  the  county.  But  on  my  own 
responsibility  I  went  and  engaged  a  theological  student  to  explore  the  county  in 
his  spring  vacation.  I  was  to  pay  him  $100  a  month,  and  $15  for  expenses.  I  had 
no  money,  indeed,  to  pay  his  salary  or  to  equip  him  for  his  work.  When  he  was 
in  town  I  had  him  at  my  house ;  and  for  a  time,  I  found  ways  to  send  him  into 
the  country  on  farmers'  wagons.  Then,  I  borrowed  a  buggy  and  hired  a  horse. 
At  last  I  bought  a  horse,  selling  it  again  when  the  work  was  done.  That  student 
organized  nearly  twenty  schools  in  a  county,  supposed  to  be  '  pretty  well  sup- 
plied '  when  he  began,  and  procured  for  them  all  an  adequate  library  and  ques- 
tion books.  The  next  year  we  renewed  the  work.  He  found  all  the  schools  of 
the  former  year  in  operation  but  two,  organized  three  more ;  and  then  being  so 
requested  went  to  work  in  another  county,  where  he  visited  and  encouraged  about 
fifty  schools. 

"  When  the  money  was  wanted,  I  asked  our  school,  and  it  gave  $100.  Then  I 
went  out  on  the  street,  getting  a  little  here  and  a  little  there,  till  the  whole  sum 
needed  was  made  up.  People  seemed  glad  to  give  for  such  work  because  thej 
saw  it  accomplished  something." 
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Froh  Northern  MicmoAN. — ''  The  larger  placet  sustain  SnncUy  schools  all 
the  year.  But  in  most  of  the  Bchool-houses  in  the  woods,  where  children  are  hi- 
scattered,  you  find  them  only  in  the  summer.  But  in  many  places  there  are  none. 
Hundreds  of  children,  naturally  as  bright  as  any,  have  never  entered  one,  snd 
know  the  Sabbath  only  as  a  time  for  play  and  roaming  abont  I  In  other  places 
efEorts  are  made  to  keep  up  a  $ort  of  Sunday-school  that  the  children  may  not  be 
absolute  heathejis.  But  sometimes  no  professing  Christian  can  be  found  totake 
charge,  and  impenitent  persons  must  be  asked.  At  one  place  the  SaperinteaAmt 
could  not  pray,  and  called  on  one  who  had  formerly  been  a  chnrch-m^mber,  hot 
she  was  so  profane,  in  general,  that  even  wicked  parents  did  not  like  to  haye  ^eir 
children  hear  her  pray.  Could  tliat  school  flourish  ?  At  yet  another  place  Chris- 
tian teachers  could  not  be  found,  and  a  wicked  man  was  placed  in  charge  of  a 
class  of  boys.  After  a  few  Sundays  he  came  to  the  Superintendent,  saying,  *  I 
cannot  teach  those  boys  what  I  do  not  practice  myself.'  At  another  place  still,  the 
Protestants  proposed  to  the  Catholics  to  come  and  occupy  one  side  of  the  room 
and  teach  their  own  catechism,  lliis  was  working  well,  but  soon  the  priest  came 
along  and  forbade  any  such  *  mixing.'  There  is,  indeed,  great  need  of  many  more 
Sunday-schools,  and  of  the  sort  that  our  missionaries  organize  and  foster  in  those 
wooded  regions  of  Northern  Michigan." 


But  Where  Are  The  Nine  ? — St  Louis  was  thought  to  hare  done  well  two 
years  ago  when  it  reported  **  children  in  Sunday-schools,  including  adults  in  Bible- 
classes,  19,677." 

The  census  of  that  year  gave  the  number  in  attendance  at  the  public  schools  in 

the  city— Protestant 83,511 

Catholic 21,789 

Total 55,300 

The  Sunday-schools  had  not  reached  one-half  the  children  who  attended  the 
secular  schools.  The  whole  number  of  school  age  in  that  city  at  that  time  was 
140,000.     Where  were  the  1 20,000  ? 


%tmi\s,  in  ^^ril,  for  ^ttnkg-^t|ool  SSlork, 


FmmixiKham,    Mass..    Plymouth    Sabbath- 
school,  by  J.  H.  Temple,  f  13  00 

Bristol,  B.  I.,  Sabbath-flchool,  by  Rev.  J.  P. 
Lane,  10  S8 

Utchfleld,  Conn.,  First,  by  G.  M.  Woodruff,      87  80 

Torringford,   Conn.,  Sabbath -school,  by  C. 
H.  Barber,  11  14 

WaUingford,  Conn.,  by  F.  T.  Jarman,  8S  00 

Received  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Holbrook,  D.D.  : 
Camden,  N.  Y.,  Sabbath-whool,        $90  00 
Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  Sabbath-school,  20  00 

Lebanon,  N.  Y.,  Sabbath-schooL         5  00 

45  00 

New  York  City,  Sabbath-school  of  Broadw'ay 
Tabernacle^  by  T.  Angus,  Tr.,  60  00 

Chicago,  lU.,  New  England,  by  E.  W.  Blatch- 
ford,  87  89 

Tyrone,  Mich.,  by  Rev.  W.  H.  Osbom,  9  90 


Rush   Center,  Kan^  by  Rev.  H.  A.   Bron- 
didg^  1  00 


tS»51 


iSiwlNd  fry  lh6  Mom.  Home  Mi$M.  8oc.^ 

Crabuw  Dkm oin>,  TVeew. 

Braintree  South,  Mary  J.  Belcher, 

Hnbbardston,  A.  S., 

Sherbom,  S.  8..  by  F.  Leland,  Snpt., 

Taunton,  Union  8.  S. 

Westboro,  8.  8., 


f  1  OC 

460 
16  00 
60  10 
51  » 


f  121  7S 
$S68!M 


Donations  intended   for   the    Sunday-School  Woik  of   the   A.  H.  M.  S. 
should  be  so  designated  at  the  time   of  sending.      Remittances   should  be 
addressed  to  Wm.   Henry  Smith,  Treas.,  Bible  House,  New  York.     Post-i 
oMce  orders  should  be  drawn  on  Station  D.,'*New  York  city. 


0    BIbbp    Hold   op  our  own  Childhkn. — The    new 
settler  in  tile  far  Wt.»t,  however  guod  hia  character 

loblo  Ills  purpoBcs,  ftela  thnt  hia  chief  Htt'-ution  7iiuil 
be  given  for  the  time  to  the  questions,  nbat  ahall  we  cat,  wherewith  Bhall  we  be 
clothed,  bow  shall  wc  be  sheltered,  and  our  animals  cared  for  1  Then  comea  the 
struggle  to  procure  needed  iDiplements.  Then  the  "  brcaking-up  "  of  the  prairie, 
and  the  pntting-in  of  seed.  Then  follow  the  incTitable  series  of  "farmers' 
troubles" — droughts, floods,  grasshoppers,  chinch- bugs,  weevils,  prairie- fires,  cattle- 
plagues,  and  the  rest.  All  this  while  the  nearest  preaching  station  is  nine  miles 
awa;,  and  the  roisdonarj,  with  a  whole  coiintj  or  more  to  care  for,  baa  seldom 
been  able  to  give  a  passing  call.  The  family  wardrobe  has  become  too  sbabbj 
for  pnblic  eihibitioD.  The  settler's  only  vehicle  is  a  farm  cart;  the  borees  are  too 
tired  to  drag  it  eighteen  miles  on  a  Sunday ;  three  "  slonghe  "  lie  between,  impass- 
able in  wet  weather ;  after  getting  through  two,  be  has  had  to  turn  back  from  the 
third.  Of  necessity,  he  and  his  children  seldom  hear  a  sermon,  hymn,  or  prayer. 
It  grieves  him  to  feel  that  his  own  heart  is  hardening ;  but  more,  to  see  that  his 
children  are  showiDg  signs  of  something  very  like  heathenism. 

What  shall  he  do  1  Let  him  and  the  families  nearest  to  him  gather,  every  Sab- 
bath, at  the  home  most  central  for  them  all,  for  the  mutnal  study  of  God's  Word. 
The  misaionary  will  make  special  effort  to  meet  them  statedly  for  a  social  service. 
Through  him  they  can  get  help  from  this  Society,  in  the  way  of  Snoday-school 
books  and  papers.  New  bopefnlnesi  and  cheer  will  gladden  those  families  and 
others  will  soon  join  the  happy  circle.  Hemories  of  the  old  home  in  the  East,  the 
old  chnrcb,  the  old  hymns,  the  old  Bible,  the  old  pastor,  will  bar  out  the  worldli- 
nesa  that  was  killing  the  parentp,  and  the  "heathenism"  that  threatened  the 
children.  Thus,  beginning  with  the  frontier  missionary  Sunday-school,  the  saving 
influences  of  the  old  homes  and  sanctuaries  of  the  East  have  for  fifty  years  been 
reproducing  themselves  in  living  chnrches  in  the  West,  and  thonsands  thus  saved 
from  wreck  in  childhood,  are  now  blessing  those  new  Btatea.  Help  us  to  pnsh  on 
the  good  work.  ' 


To  Reach  thb  FoTtEiait  PoPtiL  atioh.— A  pastor  In  the  town  of  C  — 
anxious  to  get  access  to  a  large  Qerman  popolation  in  the  region,  saggested  that 
an  effort  be  made  to  gather  in  their  children.  The  reply  was:  "  It  is  of  no  twe." 
Bat,  determined  on  the  eflort,  ho  made  the  acqa^ntanco  i>f  a  few  a«nw&dm\Axa&. 
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and  invited  them  to  the  schooL  Thej  seemed  pleased,  especially  with  the  singing, 
and  came  again.  Then  he  set  them  at  work  to  gather  in  their  eompaniom.  J£ach 
Sabbath,  these  brought  new  accessions  to  the  school,  till  it  was  nearly  doubled  in 
numbers.  Many  of  these  have  continued  in  the  school  year  after  year.  Sever&l 
have  been  converted  and  have  become  valuable  members  of  the  church.  So  much, 
as  the  result  of  using  the  Sunday-school  for  the  reaching  of  those  too  often  re- 
garded as  hopelc 


Thb  Blind  Hklpsr. — "We  held  a  very  interesting  and  instructive  Sundi^- 
school  Institute,  at  Lawrence  (Kan.),  Rev.  Dr.  J.  W.  Vincent  and  Mrs.  Gko.  Part- 
ridge being  the  principal  workers.  My  associate  in  attendance  is  a  member  of 
the  church  in  Wyandotte  Forest,  a  young  man  of  thirty  years;  totally  blind,  earning 
his  support  by  making  brooms.  He  is  a  Pennsylvanian,  and  was  educated  at  the 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  in  Philadelphia.  In  all  church  matters  he  is  active, 
leads  the  singing  in  church,  is  chorister  and  treasurer  of  the  Sunday-school,  and 
teaches  the  adult  class.  He  goes  with  me  to  the  out-stations  and  leads  the  sing- 
ing where  I  preach.  At  the  *  Association,*  also,  he  was  depended  on  to  lead  the 
singing.  He  knows  by  heart  as  many  as  half  of  the  '  €k)spel  Hymns '  and  '  Sacred 
Songs.*  He  is  one  of  the  few  here  who  practice  systematic  giving.  He  pays  his 
Home  Missionary  money  every  month,  and  five  cents  to  the  Sunday-school  every 
Sunday,  whether  present  or  absent. 

**  His  natural  gifts  may  not  be  greater  than  those  of  others  in  the  church,  but  I 
think  none  have  mental  powers  better  trained.  Some  who  have  eyes  can  do  things 
that  he  cannot ;  bat  he  can  do,  and  does,  very  many  things  which  many  who  have 
eyes  might  and  should  do,  but  neglect  or  refuse  to  do — for  which  some  who  have 
eyes  ought  to  be  heartily  ashamed  of  themselves." 


Sermons  to  Children. — Many  of  our  Home  Missionary  brethren  speak  of  their 
occasional  sermons  to  children  and  y6uth,  and  probably  most  of  them  preach  such 
sermons  as  often  as  once  in  the  month,  at  stations  where  children  are  among  the 
hearers.  But  if  there  are  others  who,  like  our  missionary  in  Colorado  Springs, 
CoL,  give  the  children  their  portion  every  Sabbath,  we  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from 
them,  and  particularly  to  learn  the  results,  if  these  can  be  told. 

Mr.  Cross  writes :  "  I  regularly  preach  three  times  every  Sabbath,  besides  one  or 
two  short  sermons  t6  children.  I  have  adopted  the  plan  of  preaching  a  short 
sermon  to  the  children,  every  Sabbath  morning,  just  before  the  longer  sermon. 
The  children  seem  to  appreciate  it.  I  do  the  same  at  one  of  my  out- stations.  .  .  • 
**  In  the  last  quarter  we  have  received  thirty-one  additions,  all  but  eight  on  pro- 
fession. Most  of  them  were  adults;  two  however  were  children,  of  nine  and 
seven  years,  about  whose  Christian  character  and  future  Christian  training  none  of 
us  could  have  any  doubt" 


"  Gk)  Work  To-dat." — ^We  who  till  these  Western*  fields  feel  tlie  force  of 
this  injunction,  as  few  others  can.  With  us,  it  is  to-dat,  or  never.  Here  I  have  a 
young  couple,  from  the  East,  with  two  or  three  bright  little  children.  The  mother 
is  a  church-member  and  brings  her  letter.  The  father  **  greatly  respects  religion" 
and  its  ministers,  helps  in  the  choir,  and  gives  what  he  can  toward  the  salary  and 
other  ^penses.  Another  couple  are  from  Germany.  They  are  both  rationalists : 
Their  children  seem  scarcely  to  know  whether  there  be  any  Christ ;  they  certainly 
have  no  idea  of  a  Christian  Sabbath,  nor  of  a  holy  Bible.    And  here  comes  a 
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"  prairie  schooner,"  drawn  by  a  cow  and  a  steer,  driven  by  a  poor,  broken-down, 
**  faded  Yankee,"  who  started  originally  from  Central  New  York,  but  has  tarried 
for  months  or  years  in  each  State  on  the  way,  till  he  has  reached  Nebraska.  And 
at  every  stop  he  has  learned  some  new  vice,  and  strengthened  the  old  ones,  ti^l  he 
has  little  left  "  to  tie  to."  His  wife  is  spiritless ;  their  children  are  wild  and  rude. 
Yet  these  parents  are  parents,  these  children  are  children ;  and  was  there  ever  a 
parent  or  child  without  some  point  on  which  Christian  love  and  tact  can  lay 
hold  ?  Our  heifrts  are  soon  set  on  these  families.  We  long  and  pray  for  their 
conversion.  We  gather  the  children  in  Sunday-school.  To  the  children  of  the 
first  family  the  atmosphere  of  the  school  is  that  of  home ;  to  those  of  the  second, 
everything  is  Interesting  from  its  novelty ;  to  those  of  the  third,  the  school  is  wel- 
come for  its  unaccustomed  comfort  and  air  of  kindness.  None  of  the  parents 
oppose :  they  rather  help  us.  We  soon  get  the  children's  confidence  and  affection. 
We  lay  foundations  and  build,  both  at  once,  as  rapidly  as  we  may.  One  incident 
after  another  cheers  and  makes  us  hopef uL  All  the  children  are  mellowing  and  be^ 
coming  more  attentive  and  though tfuL  We  just  begin  to  see  signs  of  the 
longed-for  fruit — when  lo  I  a  passing  stranger  tells  of  better  land  or  fewer  grass- 
hoppers farther  on,  and,  as  a  covey  of  prairie-chickens  at  the  report  of  a  gun, 
my  little  flock  has  disappeared.  This  is  our  triaL  But  it  helps  us  to  learn  more 
easily,  perhaps,  than  some  do,  the  lesson  no  teacher  can  bear  too  steadily  in  mind — 
that  the  time  for  his  best  work  with  the  child  is  fleeting,  and  the  command  is, 

"  Qo  work  TO-DAY." 

Fruit  in  Old  Aob. — Years  ago,  an  aged  missionary  settled  with  his  wife  and 

daughter  in  the  town  of  S , Wisconsin.     His  salary  was  small,  but  he  worked 

on  perseveringly.  The  population  of  the  town  was  largely  Norwegian.  Many  of 
their  children  were  gathered  into  the  Sunday-school,  and  this  came  to  be  the 
most  interesting  feature  of  his  work.  The  children  loved  the  school  and  were 
very  prompt  in  their  attendance.  Sometimes  a  Norwegian  father  or  mother 
would  come  into  the  school,  saying :  '*  We  want  to  know  what  it  is  that  makes 
our  children  love  to  come  here;  they  will  not  stay  at  home."  At  length  the 
missionary  died.  The  children  were  in  great  distress,  fearing  that  now  there 
would  be  no  more  school.  But  the  missionary's  wife,  though  eighty  years  old, 
said  to  them,  "  Come  next  Sabbath  to  the  church,  and  we'll  have  a  Sunday-school." 
They  came,  and  have  kept  on  coming  for  three  years ;  this  aged  mother  in  Israel 
and  her  daughter  taking  almost  the  entire  charge  of  the  school.  Several  have 
been  converted.  Not  long  since  two  who  had  grown  up  in  this  school  were  called 
up  higher.  Though  there  has  been  but  occasional  preaching,  the  school  me^ 
regularly.  All  through  this  cold  winter,  that  aged  mother  and  her  daughter  have 
been  at  their  post  She  is  cheerful  and  hopeful  in  her  work.  A  marked  illustra- 
tion of  still  '*  bringing  forth  fruit  in  old  age." 


Second-hand  Books  and  Papbes. — A  missionary  of  this  Society,  in  the  forest 
country  of  Antrim  County,  Michigan,  writes :  "  There  are  five,  and  will  soon  be 
six  Sunday-schools  on  my  field.  I  want  to  supply  them  all  with  second-hand 
papers.  I  have  found  very  satisfactory  results  from  this  kind  of  literature.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  furnish  my  schools  anything  else  which  has  been  so  welcome,  or 
seemed  to  do  so  much  good  as  second-hand  papers.  Second-hand  libraries  would 
be  useful,  if  we  could  get  them ;  but  the  papers  are  especially  so.  Can  you  not 
help  me  by  inducing  Sunday-schools  in  the  older  parts  of  the  country  to  sa^e  their 
papers  and  forward  them  to  me  t " 
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The  Superintendent  for  that  District  adcU : — "  I  think  a  great  work  can  be  done 
in  this  direction.  As  missiouaries^  scanty  salaries  are  supplemented  bj  the  boxes 
and  barrels  which  the  Ladies*  Societies  prepare  and  send,  so  these  grants  of  money 
for  new  books  need  to  be  supplemented  by  barrels  and  boxes  of  used  books  ind 
papers,  to  be  sent  where  new  books  and  papers  cannot  be  had.  I  bare  opportuni- 
ties every  week  to  use  supplies  of  this  kind.  I  have  often  written  to  friends  of  our 
work  at  the  East  to  forward  their  contributions  in  this  kind,  but  ha?e  reoeifed 
very  little ;  at  least  very  little  as  compared  with  the  great  need  to  be  met  Csa 
you  not  say  something  to  Sunday-schools  at  the  East,  through  The 
which  will  set  them  at  work  in  this  direction  t  *' 

The  object  of  this9aragraph  is  to  "  say  something  to  Sunday-schools  at  the 
and  to  other  friends  of  the  work,  that  may  draw  from  them  the  offerings  he^ 
ited.  Similar  requests  come  from  other  parts  of  the  great  field — ^particnlarty 
for  second-hand  book* — and  we  will  gladly  send  directions  for  forwarding,  to  any 
who  will  notify  us,  at  the  Bible  House,  of  their  readiness  to  contribute. 


TouNG  IN  Heart. — ^We  occasionally  meet  very  aged  persons  whose  feelings  sre 
young,  and  whose  hearts  never  die.  I  have  noticed  that  all  such  are  fond  of 
children. ,  They  love  to  be  with  them,  to  talk  with  them,  and  to  teach  them. 
Besides  adding  greatly  to  their  own  enjoyment,  this  makes  such  people  welcome 
guests  everywhere.  Equally  certain  is  it  that  a  church  alive  to  the  interests  of 
the  children,  engaging  heartily  in  Sunday-school  work  at  home,  and  whose  mem- 
bers go  out  and  establish  mutton  achooU,  never  dies.  Such  a  church  may  be  with- 
out a  pastor,  six  months  or  a  year  even,  without  serious  loss.  The  work  goes  on 
all  the  time.  The  hearts  of  its  members  are  kept  warm  with  the  love  of  Christ,  bj 
caring  for  the  ehUdren,  and  leading  them  to  the  Savior.  Their  lamps  are  trimmed 
and  burning,  and  their  light  makes  glad  many  hearts.  The  Lord  is  with  that 
church,  and  its  members  preach  the  Word  wherever  they  are.  They  are  like  a 
watered  garden — so  sure  is  it  that  *'  he  that  watereth  shall  be  watered  also  him* 
selfl" 


^mijrts,  in  ^ag,  for  ^mtkg-^rjool  Moxh 


damnont,  N.  H.,  Sabbath-ichool. 
Hanhfleld,  Mass.,  Sabbath-achool  of  First, 
I    by  J,  H.  Bourne, 
'Northampton,  Mmm.,  Edwardn  Oh.,  Sabbath* 

■chool,  by  Rev.  G.  Hall,  D.D., 
Oolchester,  Conn.,  Firit,  by  E.  Ransotn, 
New  Britain,  Conn.,  South,  by  W.  H.  Hart, 
South  Britain,  Conn.,  N.  P.  Mitchell, 
Windsor,  C!onn.,  Babbath-achool,  by  J.  W. 

Baker,  Snpt, 
Sandwich,  in«,  Sabbath-sohool,  by  O.   H. 

Whitoomb, 
Boacommon,  Mich.,  by  Rev.  T.  Kield, 
McOrefror.  Iowa,  W.  Leavltt, 
Sherriirs  Mount  Iowa, 
Dodge  Center,  Minn.,  tqr  Bar,  F.  McCraken, 


fSSOO 

S5  00 

S5  00 

6  00 

100  00 

600 

15  CO 

600 
800 
60 
SOO 
1  60 

Astoria,  Orogon,  First,  by  Rev.  F.  Crang; 


fioc. 


R9oet94d  b9  the  Mavi,  ffome  Jfitet. 

Chablxs  Dxmokd,  Trecu. 

Boston,  Eliot  8.  S., 
Vino  Street  S.  S.,  WilL  O.  Soren's  ciaaa. 
Infant  class, 
Braintree,  First,  S.  S., 
Fall  River,  Central,  8.  8.,  by  K.  R.  Barl, 
Southampton,  by  T.  P.  Bates, 


600 


#288  CO 

1^00 

200 

600 

60  00 

25  16 

8  13 

$110  29 

988S29 


Donations  intended  for  the  Sunday-School  Work  of  the  A.  H.  M.  S. 
should  be  so  designated  at  the  time  of  sending.  Bemittances  should  be 
addressed  to  Wm.  Henry  Smith,  Treaa.,  Bible  House,  New  York.  Po6t> 
office  orders  shoidd  be  drawn  on  Station  D.,  New  York  citj. 


WHAT  A  Cini.D  DID.— Mary  A.  cume  with  her  parenla 
from  New  Eiiglaud  U>  a  liome  on  oue  of  our  West- 
ern prairiia.  Lodged  in  Ilie  log-cnbiu,  she  began  i 
to  aalc  if  there  were  childrea  in  tlie  Deighboring  prurie-hoDBes.  The  bue;  mother 
gave  Hary  leave,  oae  da;,  to  go  and  see.  She  wu  Boon  timidly  knocking  at  the 
door  of  hoQBe  No.  1.  A  pleasant  motherly  face  welcomed  her,  and  an  encourag- 
ing voice  bade  her  "  come  in."  Seated  on  the  first  stool  she  (ume  to,  she  asked 
the  good  ladj  if  she  bad  any  little  girls.  In  reply  she  called  Busie  and  Jennie 
who  were  "  bnuhing  np  "  to  be  in  time  to  meet  the  little  Tiaitor.  Like  children 
generally,  they  were  soon  chatting  freely.  "  Where  do  you  go  to  Sunday-school  ? 
asked  Mary.  "  Sunday-school  t  What's  a  Sunday-school  t  we  never  saw  one. 
What  do  they  do  at  a  Sunday-school?"  "Never  saw  a  Sunday-school  I  "  said 
Mary.  "  Never,"  said  Snaie.  "  Come  to  my  bouse  next  Sunday  afternoon,  at 
two  o'clock,  and  I  will  show  you  what  a  Sunday-school  is ;  will  you  eome  ? " 
"  May  we,  mamma  f "  said  Susie  and  Jennie,  in  one  voice.  "  Yes,"  said  the  good 
mother,  only  too  glad  of  the  chance.  "Now,"  said  Mary,  "are  there  any  more 
littlegirls  in  those  other  houses  on  the  prairiet"  "Tea;  two  at  Mr.  B.'s,  one 
at  Mr.  M.'s,  and  one  at  Mr.  T.'s."  Mary  saw  them  all  before  sunset,  and  secured 
promises  that  the  other  four  would  come  to  ber  Sunday-school.  Sunday  came. 
Two  r.u.  came,  and  the  six  pt]»  came.  Morj  welcomed  and  seated  them, 
and  said;  "Now  [  am  going  to  show  you  what  a  Sunday-school  is."  She 
took  her  S.  8.  Chimes,  and  selected  a  piece  she  used  to  sing  in  the  dear  old 
home  Sunday-school ;  sang  it  alone;  read  the  lesson  she  was  to  teach,  knelt 
in  prayer,  asking  them  to  kneel ;  sang  again,  then  took  her  Testament,  and 
said:  "The  last  lesson  we  had  in  our  Sunday-school  at  the  East,  was  in  the 
fifth  chapter  of  Matthew,  first  eleven  verses.  I  am  going  to  tell  you  what  oar 
teacher  told  ns  about  that  lesson."  The  children  sat  spcll-boond  while  Hory 
talked  on  the  Beatitudes,  fifteen  or  twenty  roinntes.  Then  followed  a  hymn, 
and  as  the  session  closed,  Mary  said :  "  What  do  you  think  of  Sunday-school  )  " 
"  Oh  I  it's  splendid  1 "  "  Will  yon  come  again  ?  "  "  Tes,"  answered  six  voices  in 
concert  "  And  will  each  of  you  bring  another  scholar  next  Sabbath  ? "  "  We'll 
try."  Next  Sabbath  found  a  class  of  twelve  asBemble<1.  At  the  close  of  that  day's 
school,  they  promised  to  come  next  Sabbath,  and  each  bring  one  more,  if  possible. 
The  third  ses^on  coonted  twenty-fonr.  By  and  by,  parent*  began  to  aA-vhos^ 
the  little  girl's  Sunday-school ;  several  went  to  we  u^  ^tsu.    "^rai»'\n^»iMt,  '^'^ 
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conscience  began  to  work.  '*  This  little  girl  teaching  the  Bible  to  our  children, 
and  we  idly  looking  on  !  "  A  Bible-class  was  formed.  The  school  grew.  The 
log-sbanty  became  too  small.  A  school-house  was  built.  Not  many  months  passed 
l>efore  a  church  was  organized.  That  church  is  one  of  the  strongest  to-day  in  all 
that  region,  and  a  little  child  began  it.  Two  suggestions:  1.  Children  can  work 
for  Christ.  2.  Teachers  at  the  East,  at  the  West,  everywhere,  may  perhaps  now 
be  training  the  future  founders  of  grand  enterprises.  By  proxy,  many  men  and 
women  arc  serving  God  on  the  frontier.  They  cannot  teach  too  well,  in  the 
**  Home  School." 


Is  THIS  Society  and  abb  its  Missionabies  the  pbofer  Aoenct  for  Donfo 
Missionary  Sunday-school  work  also? — A  few  selections  are  given  l)clow, 
taken  almost  at  random  from  our  correspondence  of  this  month,  which  may  help 
to  answer  that  question.  The  receipts  for  it,  though  small,  are  yet  increasing 
from  month  to  month,  and  justify  the  expectation  of  early  and  gratifying 
enlargement 

This  Leaflet  is  indeed  sent  to  many  schools  and  individuals  gratuitously,  but  oar 
hope  is  that  the  friends  of  this  work  will  see  that  its  mbseription  list  is  rapidly 
increased, 

**  The  Sunday-schools  are  doing  a  grand  thing  for  this  region  (Missouri) ;  they 
are  building  up  a  better  religious  sentiment.  Since  I  have  been  living  in  this 
county,  I  have  assisted  in  organizing  seventeen  schools,  though  some  of  these  have 
failed,  for  want  of  competent  persons  to  take  charge  of  them.  Many  of  the  sects 
have  not  enough  religious  life  to  keep  up  denominational  schools  and  are  opposed 
to  those  on  a  union  plan.  But  we  now  have  our  county  and  township  organiza- 
tions, and  are  doing  better  than  1>efore.  Some  of  the  sects  think  they  see  in  our 
union  Sunday-schools,  Congregational  Churches  in  embryo.  We  shall  have  to 
exercise  patience.  There  is  a  great  deal  to  be  done.  Pray  for  us  that  we  may  be 
faithful." 

Prom  Michigan  and  the  wild  forest  region  of  that  State,  comes  this : 

'*Our  home  Sunday-school  is  not  quite  as  large  as  formerly,  on  account  of 
another  school  at  the  same  hour,  and  the  organization  of  a  new  one.  We  have 
two  *  school-house '  Sunday-schools,  with  about  forty  scholars  in  each;  and  our 
church  is  represented  in  four  other  schools,  so  that  we  are  working  in  not  less  than 
seven.  I  preach  on  alternate  Sabbath  afternoons,  in  connection  with  our  t^o  mis 
sion  schools,  to  congregations  of  forty  each." 


Ohio  being  Educated  and  Christianized  from  West  Virginia! — Rev.  J. 
McKean,  missionary  at  Ceredo,  says :  "  The  item  of  chief  interest,  this  quarter,  is 
the  establishment  of  a  Sunday-school  at  Clifton,  Lawrence  Co.,  Ohio,  a  point  just 
across  the  river  from  us.  While  visiting  a  family  there,  intimate  with  some  of 
our  members,  it  occurred  to  me  that  there  might  be  perhaps  a  score  of  children  in 
the  neighborhood  unprovided  with  any  Sunday-school  instruction.  The  fact  was 
found  to 'be  so,  and  the  destitution  greater  even  than  was  supposed,  for  most  of 
these  children  cannot  read  and  have  not  beep  attending  any  day-school  I  A  con- 
venient room  was  obtained,  invitations  issued,  and,  on  the  first  Sabbath  afternoon 
in  June  the  new  school  assembled.  Forty-two  persons,  young  and  old,  met  to- 
gether and  forty-six  names  were  enrolled.  The  next  week  forty-eight  were  pres- 
ent, the  next  fifty-two ;  the  next  fifty-six,  and  yesterday  we  had  eighty !  Two  or 
three  teachers  from  among  my  Ceredo  flock  accompany  me  over  there.    But  my 
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aim  ifl  so  to  organize  it  that  it  can  and  shall  be  conducted  by  friends  on  that  side 
of  the  river.  You  have  our  application  for  some  aid,  toward  supplying  it  with 
Lesson  Leaves,  papers,  etc.,  before  you,  and  our  hope  is  strong  that  you  will  be 
able  to  grant  what  the  neighborhood  so  gpreatly  needs.  It  is  probable  that  a  new 
preaching  station  will  at  once  grow  out  of  this  movement.^* 


A  Wros  Field  and  Small  Cabin. — "We  have  four  Union  Sunday-schools  on 
my  field  of  labor,  and  inay  have  one  more.  I  have  opened  my  *  dug-out'  for 
regular  preaching  and  Sunday-school,  because  we  have  no  better  central  place  than 
my  cabin.  My  wife  is  superintendent,  and  we  get  along  very  well  under  so  many 
trying  difficulties.  I  have  five  preaching  points,  and  to  make  my  regular  round 
I  must  ride  on  horseback  eighteen  miles  and  preach  twice,  one  Sabbath  ;  and  then 
ride  twenty-five  miles  the  next,  preaching  twice  again.  I  am  not  very  stout,  and 
sometimes  this  is  rather  too.much  of  horseback  for  me.'* 


Which  Would  You  Wipe  Out  ? — ^It  is  reported  that  Gov.  Seymour,  of  New  York, 
was  asked  what  twenty  acts  of  his  life  he  would  wipe  out,  if  he  had  the  power  to 
do  so — his  business  mistakes,  his  acts  of  folly,  or  his  grievances  ?  After  some 
thought  he  decided  that  these  were  the  very  things  he  could  not  spare.  They 
were  the  things  from  which  he  had  learned  most — the  price  he  had  paid  for  what- 
ever of  wisdom  he  had  come  to  have.  Far  better  could  he  afford  to  have  lost 
what  the  world  calls  hb  triumphs  and  successes.  It  was  his  mistakes  that  had  taught 
him  self-restraint,  humility,  and  patience.  His  errors  were  what  made  him  chari- 
table towards  erring  men.  All  that  he  had  known  of  eminent  public  men,  he  said, 
had  shown  him  that  the  way  to  greatness  is  along  the  path  of  honest  self-dealing, 
fearless  self-examination,  a  frank  and  thorough  search  after  one's  own  faults,  and 
then  as  frank  and  thorough  a  grappling  with  them. 

We  do  not  know  that  all  this  did  come  from  Gov.  Seymour.  If  it  did,  it  re- 
flects luster  upon  his  name,  and  reveals  him  on  a  new  side  to  the  public  eye.  But 
it  is  worth  a  rehearing  in  our  Sunday-schools  among  our  young  men  and  women. 


Those  Thkeb  Bia  Chinese  Godb. — ^In  his  recent  circuit  through  New  England, 
Dr.  J.  H.  Warren,  the  Superintendent  of  Home  Missionary  Work  in  California,  told 
many  a  Sunday-school  scholar  many  an  ipteresting  story  of  wonderful  things  that 
he  had  seen  in  that  wonderful  land  of  gold,  on  the  flanks  of  the  Sierras,  sloping 
towards  the  Pacific  sea  and  the  setting  sun. 

Among  them  I  remember  this.  He  had  come  to  Weaverville,  a  town  of  at  least 
1,500  people,  besides  the  Chinese  living  there.  He  had  come  to  see  what  churches, 
what  Sunday-schools,  what  preaching,  what  worship,  what  reli^ous  privileges  of 
any  kind,  the  people  had.  Now,  Weaverville  is  the  county-seat  of  "  Trinity " 
county  (very  piously  named,  that  county  is),  which  is  in  the  northern  part  of  Cali- 
lomia,  and  has  been  settled  these  twenty-five  years  and  more,  and  settled  in  part, 
too,  by  New  England  people,  who  had  known  what  churches  and  Sunday-schools 
are  in  their  early  homes.  It  might  be  supposed  that  they  would  have  them  at 
once  in  this  new  western  home.  Could  it  be  supposed  that  they  would  consent  to 
live  there  so  many  years — the  town  was  now  twenty-five  years  old,  he  said — with- 
out any  church  or  Sunday-school,  or  place  to  have  a  meeting  and  sing  to  Jesus  ? 

Sunday  morning  was  bright  God's  sun  shines  just  as  bright  on  men  that  forget 
him  as  on  others,  -and  as  Br.  Warren  sei  oat  for  the  theater— an  old,  tumble-do  wol 
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building  vbich  he  had  secured  for  worship  that  dt; — he  suddenljcMiieiipaaUiiM 
big  Chinese  gods  sittiDg  on  the  sidewalk  sjid  Sunnuig  themMlvos.  \ji  uld  China- 
inan  waf  just  putting  un  the  tinishing  touches  to  their  fefttiutE!.  uiul  liere  tltey  vcn 
in  the  sun  to  become  hardened  and  fixed.  He  aaked  about  all  tliis.  uud  found  thai 
(t  fevr  weeks  beFore  the  Chinese  Joss-house  was  homed  np,  aid  the  gods  which  ibe 
Chinamen  had  brought  alL  the  way  frum  China  with  them  had  bumi;d  up  tou— 
part  going  up  in  smoke  and  part  going  into  ashes.  But  the  C'liini?^  couldn't  Ure 
without  their  Joss-house,  their  church  ;  and  so  the;  had  pa&sed  tlie  paper  rounil 
among  themselves  and  secured  nione;  enough  for  a  new  and  Ijvltcr  one  than  that 
which  washumed.  It  was  now  built  and  about  ready.  Buta  Jri^-i-housemnsihsTe 
its  gods,  too;  therefore  they  had  sent  away  off,  hundreds  of  miii's,  ti>3an  Francisco, 
and  brought  this  old  Chinaman  to  make  what  was  so  greati;  i>r  Ldrii—v^iAk  nbich 
they  might  worship,  He  had  gone  to  the  side  of  a  hill  near  by  and  token  hispick 
of  the  cla; — of  the  soil  of  this  "  Chriitian  "  land  of  onra — made  it  into  these 
three  big  Chinese  gods,  and  now  here  tlicy  were,  almost  ready  to  be  worshipped, 
baking  hard  in  that  briglit  morning  sun  of  our  Christian  land. 

After  he  had  seen  all  this  he  went  on  to  the  theater,  to  meet  the  few  that  might  be 
there  to  hear  of  Christ,  and  worship  the  one  living  and  trae  Ood.  There  he 
learned  that  in  all  Trinity  County,  though  it  had  been  settled  twenty-flve  ;esn 
with  professed  "  Christian  "  people,  there  wasn't  a  siuftle  house  of  Christian  wor- 
ship, not  one  building  erected  and  dedicated  to  that  One  Qod ;  no,  nor  erer  had 
been  since  the  world  was  made;  not  a  shingle  on  which  was  inscribed  "  Holiness 
unto  the  Lord,"  or  so  much  as  a  single  consecrated  nail  to  hold  that  shingle  in  its 
place  !  Those  poor  Chinese  could  not  live  three  weeks  quietly  without  erecting 
their  Joss-house  and  making  their  gods  out  of  American  soiL  But  these  sons 
and  daughters  of  New  England  and  other  parts  of  Christian  America  could  lite 
on  so  many  yearn  with  no  chnrch,  no  Bundaj-achool,  no  worship  I  Do  wv  not 
need  to  follow  up  those  who  are  moving  to  the  distant  parts  of  our  land  with  tbe 
memories  of  Jeans ! 


'gfteijits,  in  fniu,  for  ^unhj-^rlool  SSlarh. 


T.  IngUK 
ork.  Nfb..  R 
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UtllbniT.  Plnl  B.  B.  by  O.  H.  ViUat,  Sapt., 

Tamplaon.  Trin.,  B.  S.. 

WotohUt,  Ontril,  B.  B.,  bj  Qto.  L.  Uack- 
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Donations  intended  for  the  Sundajr-Suhool  Work  of  the  A.  H.  M.  S. 
Bbould  be  bo  designated  at  the  time  of  sending.  Bemittances  should  be 
addressed  to  Wm.  Henry  Smith,  Treas.,  Bible  House,  New  York.  Post- 
office  orders  shoidd  be  drawn  on  Station  D.,  New  York  dtjr. 


(  OnJECT. — Have  nny  of  the  81111 1'l"- 
on  hnnd  thftt  they  want  tn  put  to  t1i< 
loar  a  81  iiipii lite  11(1  cnt 
say,  "I  wish  we  had  some  object  before  UB  that  was  more  speciflc  and  at  the  snme 
time  large  and  grand  enough  to  kindle  real  enthuaiusm — aonicthing  that  teachen 
and  scholars  could  all  understand  and  take  hold  of  clearly,  while  yet  it  shouldn't 
be  juft  at  home ;  aomething  that  should  be  really  iniaiinnary  and  yet  not  so  Taf{U0 
and  distant  as  to  seem  half  dim  and  visiotiary — something  too  that  we  should  all 
feel  was  for  the  laod  where  these  scholars  themselves  are  to  grow  up  aiid  live,  and 
have  their  own  families  and  homes  by  and  by." 

Jlera  it  tueh  an  object  And  if  a  Sunday-school  can  And  anything  to  do  with  it4 
money  more  fit  and  suitable  than  planting  and  nourishing  missionary  Sunday- 
achools  among  the  neglected  and  the  neglectful,  bringing  the  boys  and  girls  of 
the  frontiers  and  of  all  the  churchless  region*  to  Christ  and  under  the  intlucncea 
of  his  gospel,  we  cannot  conceive  what  it  ia.  This  object  can  be  made  so  definite 
and  speciRc  that  every  child  can  understand  and  feel  its  claims,  It  can  be  made  to 
appear  so  grand  and  important  as  to  awaken  earnest  enthusiasm.  It  does  take 
deep  hold  on  the  future  of  this  their  own  country  and  nation,  where  thc«e  scholan 
are  to  live  and  have  their  own  homen  by  and  by.  Everything  then  present*  tliU 
Home  Missionary  Sunday-school  work  aa  jtut  ttnA  an  o^eet. 

We  desire  to  urge  it  forward.  This  is  a  time  of  drought.  Hare  any  of  tha 
•chools money  on  hand?    We  are  forced,  as  yet,  greatly  to  limit  this  work. 


A  Kassas  Hcnutkb's  WAT  OF  Tbikxiho. — I  admire  the  position  which  the 
A.  H.  H.  S.,  has  taken  in  referentx  to  Sunday-schools.  I  pray  Qod  to  prosper  yon 
in  your  good  purpose,  and  to  enable  poor  me  to  enforce  its  claims,  and  rightly  por- 
tray its  glorions  advantages.  At  the  beginning  of  this  qaarter,  I  received  a  small 
boi  of  papera,  singing-books  and  library-books  for  ourschool,  and  should  be  very 
thankful  to  get  more.  Will  not  some  kind-hearted  Superintendent,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  librarian,  collect  np  such  books  for  ns  out  of  the  library  as  are  of  no 
service  to  their  school  and  ship  them  to  us,  that  the  dear  children  of  this  region 
may  have  something  on  which  to  feedt  Of  Bunday-Khools  we  have  two  Con- 
gregational, and  one  ITaion,  on  this  Held. 

Since  my  funlly  have  been  here  [he  has  six  children],  we  have  lived  with  od«  of 
oar  memben,  who,  after  harveat,  will  need  the  room '  that  we  now  occapy ;  oonie- 
qnently  we  ihAll  be  compelled  to  boUd  ahoiueto  \iT«\&.    K3\.'C0A^)s«a«a\cx%w» 


] 


18  SUNDAY-SCHOOL   LEAFLET. 

80  small  that  the  people  generally  have  to  cook,  eat,  and  sleep  in  the  same  room, 
so  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  our  getting  another  house,  or  even  a  part,  with  an- 
other family !  [No  wonder,  with  all  those  children  I  But  then,  children  are  aa 
heritage ;  happy  is  the  man  that  hath  his  quiver  full  of  them.  The  more  the 
merrier.    This  Sunday-school  business  couldnH  live  without  children.     Eds.] 


Natural  History  of  Locusts. — These  "  locusts"  deposited  their  eggs  in  cells 
or  sacs,  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  about  one  inch  long,  each 
cell  being  found  to  contain  about  thirty  eggs.  Whole  fields  were  completely  honey- 
combed with  these  cells.  From  this  you  can  faintly  imagine  the  countless  millions 
of  the  "great  army"  of  Jehovah  (Joel  ii.  25).  Their  history  and  everything 
pertaining  to  them  is  marvelous  in  the  extreme.  The  severity  of  weather  in  winter 
has  no  effect  upon  the  eggs.  As  soon  as  warm  weather  commences  in  the  early 
spring,  the  eggs  begin  to  hatch.  A  "  cold  snap,"  be  it  ever  so  severe,  simply  stayt 
the  hatching  process,  and  when  the  sun  again  comes  out  with  warming  raye,  it 
recommences,  as  though  there  had  been  no  interruption,  at  that  stage  where  the 
freezing  found  it ;  and  this  is  seen  again  and  again,  for  weeks  in  succession. 

They  do  not  fatten.  They  commence  the  work  of  devastation  cu  goon  as  hatch- 
ed, while  yet  so  small  as  scarcely  to  be  discerned  by  the  naked  eye,  and  in  an  almost 
incredibly  short  time  the  green  fields  are  made  black  and  bare.  Seemingly  they 
do  not  "eat  to  live,"  but  to  devour  and  destroy,  and  what  they  eat  does  not  appear 
to  increase  their  size  or  weight.  When  full  grown,  and  after  a  full  mealy  it  takes 
eighty  of  them  to  weigh  one  ounce ;  1,280  to  make  one  pound  I  This  I  have  tested 
by  accurate  scales. 

One  Thursday  last  spring  a  storm  commenced  and  continued  till  Saturday, 
flooding  the  ground  with  rain,  sleet,  and  snow.  On  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Mon- 
day mornings  the  mercury  fell  below  freezing  point,  and  snow  was  left  on  the 
north  side  of  buildings  till  late  Monday  morning.  Young  stock  not  proj)erly 
protected  perished  from  the  severity  of  the  weather.  It  was  said:  **If  thudoes 
not  kill  the  *  hoppers,^  it  will  be  certain  that  God  has  protected  them ;  "  to  which 
one  replied:  "If  they  are  killed,  it  is  just  as  certain  that  God  has  destroyed 
them  I "  It  is  conceded  that  millions  were  destroyed,  and  yet  before  night  on 
Monday  other  millions  were  at  their  work.  At  such  times,  and  at  all  times, 
how  precious  it  is  to  be  in  the  hands  of  Him  who  alone  has  power  to  create  and 
power  to  destroy;  to  "fill  the  hungry  with  good  things,  and  to  send  the  rich 
empty  away !  '*  A-  D. 


What  shall  the  Harvest  be  ?  One  cannot  tell  at  the  beginning.  There  were 
but  sixteen  in  the  infant  class,  when  Mrs.  N.  took  it.  She  gave  herself  to  it  in  the 
freshness  and  fervor  of  the  first  years  of  wedded  life  and  love.  It  was  a  beautiful 
devotion.  Time  and  money  sustained  her  love.  By  personal  invitation,  by  fre- 
quent visitation,  by  untold  pecuniary  help,  she  "  compelled  them  to  come  in " 
under  her  training.  Twelve  years  glided  by,  the  school  now  numbered  two 
hundred  little  ones,  one-half  the  children  of  parents  of  foreign  birth.  Failing 
health  obliged  her  to  wholly  leave  it.  Five  years  after,  the  messenger  came  from 
the  Father's  House  of  many  mansions,  to  take  her  away.  Her  life  work  was  done. 
That  last  year,  the  church  gathered  fifty-two  from  among  those  that  had  been 
under  her  instruction.  On  whom  shall  her  mantle  fall  ?  When  all  her  influence 
shall  cease,  how  great  will  the  harvest  be  I  and  the  reward,  if  he  that  reapeth  re- 
ceiveth  wages  and  gathereth  fruit  unto  life  eternal  ? 
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City  Point,  Indian  River,  "Fla.  Dear  Brother  in  Christ. — ^I  stated  the  fact 
to  our  school  that  "  the  library,"  had  arrived,  and,  on  condition  that  they  would 
get  up  a  good  case  for  it,  I  would  deliver  it  into  their  handa  Several  said  they 
would  see  to  that,  but  we  gave  the  coveted  privilege  to  the  Supt,  Enoch  Hall. 
The  case  is  made;  the  volumes  are  marked  and  numbered,  and  last  Sabbath  were 
distributed,  and  every  one  present  was  anxious  to  receive  one — a  good  sign  that 
they  were  appreciated.  Our  school  may  not  sing  as  artistically  as  our  young 
friends  of  Brentwood,  but,  with  the  €k)lden  Hymns,  the  €k)lden  Chain,  and  the 
Golden  Shower  in  hand,  it  can  make  a  volume  of  sound,  and  we  hope  to  sing  with 
the  spirit  and  the  understanding.  The  First  and  Second  Readers  are  very  much 
admired  by  our  Infant  class,  as  well  as  the  seven  Bibles  by  the  older  ones.  The 
settlers  at  City  Point  and  vicinity  are  poor  in  this  world^s  goods  as  well  as  in 
moral  and  religious  reading,  and  hence  the  value  of  the  library  to  us. 

Our  oldest  settlers  have  been  here  about  tei\  years,  and  a  few  of  them  are  be- 
ginning to  receive  a  return  for  their  labor.  From  Jupiter  Inlet,  125  miles  south 
of  us  to  the  head  of  the  river  north,  twenty-five  miles,  and  all  along  the  Halifax 
River,  is  missionary  ground  and  very  destitute  indeed.  We  do  not  have  preaching 
of  tener  than  once  a  month — we  can  truly  take  up  the  Macedonian  cry,  come  over 
and  help  us  ?  .  .  . 


Gk>  For  the  Nuts. — ^In  England  I  was  greatly  fretted  because  I  couldn't  find  a 
brook  to  fish  in  that  didn't  belong  to  somebody,  and  I  must  first  get  a  "  permit" 
Every  promising  brook  would  run  straight  into  or  through  **  Lord,"  or  "  the  Hon." 
Mr.  Somebody's  grounds,  and  so  the  brook  was  his,  and  the  fish  were  his,  and  if 
I  were  caught  fishing  there,  I  was  to  be  dealt  with  as  a  **  trespasser  "  stealing  his 
fish.  I  remembered  liow,  in  spring-time,  all  day  long  I  had  tracked  the  brooks  in 
New  England,  hunting  out  the  cool,  deep,  dark  "  holes,"  or  the  foaming  basins  at 
the  **  falls,"  where  I  was  almost  sure  to  get  a  **  bite,"  if  nothing  more.  Nobody 
had  ever  asked  me  whether  I  had  a  "  permit."  Bless  their  soul  I  Tliis  was  €k)d's 
sky  over  me,  and  God's  earth  under  me,  and  God's  brook  running  by  me,  with 
God's  fish  in  it ;  and  when  he  put  liveliness  into  my  legs,  and  a  quick  eye  into  my 
head,  and  a  sure  jerk  into  the  hand  at  the  end  of  my  rod,  and  a  boy's  passionate 
love  of  fishing  into  me^  I  had  all  the  **  permit"  that  I,  of  any  of  the  boys  in  our 
dear  New  England — mother  of  bright  brooks  and  brighter  boys  and  girls — ever 
thought  of. 

But  in  Old  England,  everything  was  so  different.  And  yet,  now  that  we  are 
coming  to  have  so  many  of  the  old  country's  *' tramps"  in  all  the  pastures  and 
woods,  I  don't  know  but  we  shall  be  putting  up  high  fences  and  warning  off 
strangers. 

And  so,  when  autumn  came,  the  squirrels  and  I  were  equally  free  to  go  nutting 
through  all  the  woods.  It  was  a  close  run  and  a  sharp  fight  between  us,  which 
should  find  and  get  the  nuts  first.  There  was  not  a  good  healthy  '^  shag- bark  " 
in  all  the  meadow  lands  or  pasture  fields,  nor  a  chestnut  tree  on  the  hillside,  stealth- 
ily opening  at  frost-time  its  fast-locked  caskets  and  showing  the  coveted*  treas- 
ures in  every  burr,  but  I  knew  where  it  grew,  whether  its  nuts  were  the  best  out,  and 
what  time  I  was  to  be  on  hand  to  get  them.  I  cannot  say  either,  that  I  was  always 
fair — for  how  many  a  squirrel  has  come  back  from  a  foraging  expedition  to  find  his 
well-filled  winter  gamers  emptied  during  his  absence  I  I  will  not  say  that  my 
conscience  is  wholly  peaceful  now  as  I  think  of  it  But  I  said  then^ "  OV^V.  VS^xi.^ 
matter,  they  are  spry  and  can  get  enough  more.^'    "But  Tm  "not  ^xaRXJcj  >(^\s^skcw^>N* 
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was  doing  to  them  OS  I  should  wish  to  be  done  bj.  Howerer,  thia  ia  ndtberlHnnat 
there.  It  w&b  of  going  for  nutslhat  I  was  talking.  And  jn't  ne  it  wit£  with  Ikli- 
ing  so  it  WHS  with  nutting,  wbcn  I  was  in  England,  and  in  FmnC'?,  or  Italj.  The 
bojB  couldn't  go  for  them  wherever  thcj  liked.  The  treee  tvcrc  owned  and  num- 
bered, and  their  fmit  was  a  "  crop,"  long  counted  on  and  carefully  gathered  in. 
Perhaps,  when  our  dear  native  land  becomes  as  crowded  with  ptuj'le,  and  ba*  u 
manj  iKiggars,  and  sees  tramjis  everywhere— if  that  miscrablL-  duy  can  ever  conic 
where  ao  manj  Sunday-schools  are  alive  and  at  work — it  maj  prove  th»t  the  boys 
will  not  be  allowed  snch  free  range  of  the  hills,  and  the  pastures,  and  the  mcadanf 
after  nuts.     But  I  hope  that  day  in  a  long,  long  way  oft. 

nu  autumn,  at  any  rate,  the  boys  will  be  watching  and  w^ting;  and  the  mit 
treea  will  be  visited,  and  thi>  liills  will  be  ransacked  aa  soon  as  the  rattle  of  the 
dropping  nuts  begins  to  be  heard. 

I  am  glad  of  it,  and  my  heart,  down  here  in  the  close,  stilling  city,  will  go  frol- 
icking with  them  up  there  under  the  shade,  and  among  the  rustling  leaves.  And  I 
hope  the  nuts  will  be  as  plenty  as  "tbc  blow"  on  the  trees  was  in  springtime. 

But  I  want  some  of  those  nnts  which  the  boys  will  get — not  to  eat  myself,  forTm 
long  past  the  nut-eating  time  in  life,  but  for  this  Sunday-school  work.  Nuts  sell  for 
money;  and  money  buys  and  sends  "books,"  " papers,"  " lesson  leaves"  lotbe 
boys  and  girls  in  missionary  Sunday-schools  on  the  frontiers  at  the  North,  Wtst, 
and  South,  who  won't  otherwise  get  them. 

Boys  1  Oa/'ir  the  nuta  this  Fall ;  and  then,  wifl  you  not  share  I  Aye,  will  yen 
not  go  for  the  nuts  on  pitrpnte  to  make  some  money,  and  to  send  it  here  for  this 
missionary  Sunday-school  work!    We  shall  see. 


^tcti|ts,  iit  |nlj,  for  §mitraj-St|o(il  ggtork. 


a  KilU,  BstitMUi-Kbool, 


J;itb-rh«.C"'  '     tSOO 


Jlllwukn,  Spring   BIraaC  Si 
PlHUavlllt^  eablwtli-HhwJ. 


,  BibtttUi-Knatil,  bj  E.  O. 


Hcnrtved  by  Hov.  L.  H.  Cob! 
OllDlsnlon,  Fivc-hildr™, 
UiDniBpiiliH.  PUgrim. 

Bllbbuid,  Keb..  eaOliUtl  K 


latby  Uu  Ifau.  Stmt  MUt.  dOc, 
a.  Babbalh.RcbDol.  by  H.  O.  Cobb,  $lt  fj 


Donations  intended  for  the  Snnd ay-School  Work  of  the  A.  H.  M.S. 
should  be  so  designated  at  the  time  of  sending.  Remittances  should  be 
addressed  to  Wm.  Henry  Smith,  Treas.,  Bible  House,  New,  York.  Post 
OiSce  orders  shoitld  be  dTaiiiL  otl  tit&tisa  D.,  New  York  city. 


STARTLING  but  Fkasiiu.e  PROPOBfTiou.— The  f.il- 
lowing letter  from  theSnperintenddit  of  the  Sitnduy- 
I  of  the  CnnKregnlional  church  in  Wc'i.'piiig  U'iittr, 
Cuss  Co.,  Nchraskn,  ei|)laii]s  itself.  Who  can  doubt  that  there  are  a  thouMind — 
and  more  than  a  tliouBand — schools  connected  with  oar  churches  that,  if  thq)  aouU, 
might  easily  M^nd  contributions  averaging  thirty  dollart  each.  If  that  were  done, 
€tery  dollar  diie  to  the  mi»iiionarif»  of  the  Society  could  he  paid  at  onex.  What  a 
glorious  thing  it  nonid  be  if  the  Society's  Bund  a; -schools  should  pay  such  a  debt 
in  the  very  first  year  of  their  formal  connection  with  it  1  Superhi  ten  dents  and 
teachers  can  have  the  plan  carried  out,  if  they  will.     Will  they  ? 

"  It  has  been  to  us  a  sad  fact  that  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  should 
tind  itself  $30,000  short  of  meeting  its  obligations  to  our  faithful  band  of  mission- 
aries,  and  re memljering  the  aid  you  have  in  the  past  granted  to  our  church,  which 
enabled  ns  from  so  small  a  beginning  to  become  self-supporting,  we  have  felt  that 
our  Sahliath-achool,  which  owes  its  existence  to  tho  church,  should  step  forward 
and  do  its  share  for  you  in  your  time  of  Deed.  Remembering,  Also,  that  there  are 
hundreds  of  other  Sabbath -schools  that  have  as  great  reason  as  ourselves  to  be 
thankful  for  aid  received,  as  well  as  for  the  noble  work  your  Society  is  doing  every- 
where, and  feeling  that  they  would  like  to  come  to  the  Society's  aid,  if  called  upon, 
we  have  passed  a  Btiolvtion,  that  we  wiu,  be  ore  or  one  THOCBAfls  schools  to 
RAISE  THE  THTRTT  THOusAjiD  DOLLAS8  NEEDED.  Remembering,  too,  that  he  who 
gives  quickly  gives  twice,  we  have  this  day  taken  up  a  collection ;  and,  although 
times  arc  hard,  and  money  scarce,  we  are  rejoiced  that  our  collection  lacked  not 
one  cent,  and  we  herewith  inclose  yon  a  monoy  order  for  the  amount — thirty  dollars. 
If  you  think  our  plan  a  wise  one,  we  ask  you  to  call  on  the  other  schools  of  oor 
order  to  make  up  Che  amount.  We  are  confident  that  if  all  the  schools  as  able  bb 
ours  to  give,  will  respond  to  the  proposition  as  promptly  as  ours  did,  much  more 
than  $30,000  could  be  raised." 


The  Mibsionart  Tkachbr. — ^There  she  toiled,  taught,  and  prayed  in  the  little 
white  school-house  upon  the  banks  of  the  Missouri,  where  there  was  no  Bnndaj- 
■chool,  no  God,  no  Sabbath.  As  little  boys  mutt  learn  something,  the  oath  might 
often  be  heard  from  youthful  lipa. 

Said  that  Christian  girl,  at  the  close  of  the  flnt  week,  "Mamma,  I  heard  Georgis 
swear,  and  I  feel  it  will  do  no  good  to  go  op  there  to  teach,  unleBaCAat<st&VMi 
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stopped."    But,  encouraged  to  "  pray,  labor,  and  wait,"  she  returned  on  Mond&j 
morning  to  her  task. 

Three  months  have  gone.  The  *  Mast  day"  has  come.  The  pieces  have  been 
spoken.  And  in  a  tremulous  tone  the  teacher  says,  **  Dear  scholars,  the  time  has 
come  for  reading  the  merits,  and  then  for  saying  good-bye."  Merits,  twenty-fonr, 
twenty,  sixteen,  etc,  are  read,  and  the  little  books  and  prizes  given,  until  Georgie's 
name — that  quick-tempered,  profane  boy's — is  read  :  "  Thirty-six  head- marks,^' and 
the  bright,  gilt-clasped,  pocket  Bible  is  handed  to  the  anxious  boy.  How  the  blue 
eyes  fill  as  he  takes  the  new  treasure,  and  witfi  earnest  tone  says,  "  I  shall  always 
keep  it,  and  my  prayer-promise^  too  !  " 

That  precious  book  goes  into  a  family  where  intemperance  and  profanencss 
prevail;  but  who  can  estimate  the  influence  of  Georgie^s  Bible  and  Georgia's 
prayers  ? 

A  New  Exposition. — The  young  lady  teacher  of  a  fine  class  of  girls  in  a  Wis- 
consin Sunday-school,  a  few  years  ago,  was  expounding  the  story  of  the  poor 
widow's  two  mites.  She  became  earnest  and  eloquent  in  describing  the  scene: 
*'  Now,  girls,  I  want  you  to  understand  this.  You  see,  she  was  a  poor  woman. 
It  makes  me  think  how  my  dear  old  mother  used  to  work  late  into  the  night  before 
the  old  fireplace.  And  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind,  girls,  but  this  good  woman 
hnii  those  mitts  herself  to  sell  at  the  store  the  next  day  for  something  to  eat ;  but 
she  cast  the  pair  of  new  mitts — all  that  she  had — into  the  treasury,  from  love  to 
her  dear  Lord." 

The  good  young  lady  meant  well,  learned  better,  and  afterwards  became  a  min- 
ister's wife. 


Sunday-school  Fruits. — A  missionary  in  Michigan  writes :  "  Among  our  recent 
converts  are  a  father  and  son — the  boy  being  about  thirteen  years  of  age.  Both 
were  profane  and  ungodly.  By  some  means  the  boy  was  drawn  into  the  Sunday- 
school,  and  there  his  mind  was  deeply  impressed.  The  next  week,  while  the  boy 
was  harrowing  in  the  field,  his  father  at  work  near  by  noticed  a  great  change  in 
his  son's  management  of  the  team.  There  was  none  of  the  usual  fretting,  frac- 
tiousuess,  and  profanencss.  The  day  ended  and  the  team  put  up,  the  son  says; 
"  Father,  I  have  driven  the  team  all  day,  and  haven't  sworn  once."  *'  Well,  son 
Fm  glad  of  it."  "  I  don't  see  any  use  in  swearing,  father,  and  I  believe  Fll  quit  it; 
that  won't  do  any  hurt,  will  it  ? "  "No,  son,  it  will  be  a  good  thing,  and  I  hope 
you'll  quit  it."  "Father,  wouldn't  it  be  a  good  thing  for  you  to  stop,  too?" 
The  father's  heart  was  too  full  to  reply ;  he  had  to  turn  away  to  hide  his  tears. 
Now,  both  father  and  son  are  candidates  for  admission  to  the  church. 


Only  an  Ear  op  Corn.— ^Sup't  West,  of  Missouri,  writes :  One  of  our  country 
Sunday-schools  in  Missouri  gave,  last  year,  $25  to  another  organization.  But  this 
year  their  donation  is  to  go  to  the  Sunday-school  department  of  our  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society — for  to  that  Society  the  school  owes  its  existence.  And  this  is  the 
way  in  which  the  money  is  to  be  raised :  In  May  last,  the  Superintendent  took  fire 
dozen  ears  of  com  into  the  school,  and  gave  an  ear  to  each  scholar  who  would 
promise  to  plant  it  for  the  Sunday-school  cause.  All  the  ears  were  so  taken.  We 
hear  good  reports  of  the  growing  corn  in  that  neighborhood,  and  when  ripe,  the 
com  is  to  have  free  transportation  to  St.  Louis,  to  be  sold  for  the  Lord's  cause  in 
establishing  Sun  day-schools. 
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An  Indian  Sunday-school. — Yesterday  I  made  the  monthly  examination  of  one 
of  my  mission  Sabbath-schools.  [Caddo,  Ind.  Ter.]  One  little  girl  of  seven  years, 
— ^the  child  of  a  full-blood  Indian,  but  adopted  by  a  white  lady — recited  the  whole 
of  a  catechism  of  82  pages,  and  I  prompted  her  only  eight  times. 

A  white  boy  five  yeare  old  recited  Proverbs  80  :  17 — "The  eye  that  mocketh  at 
his  father,  and  despiseth  to  obey  his  mother,  the  ravens  of  the  valley  shall  pick  it 
out,  and  the  young  eagles  shall  eat  it"  I  asked  him  if  he  knew  what  a  raven  was. 
He  said  it  was  a  buzzard.  (We  have  a  great  many  buzzards,  and  it  is  a  penal 
offence  to  kill  them,  as  they  eat  up  the  cattle  and  horses  that  die  on  the  prairies 
and  in  the  woods.)  To  impress  that  verse  on  the  little  fellow^s  mind,  a  lady  stated 
that  when  she  was  a  girl,  thirty  years  ago,  an  Indian  boy  about  fifteen  years  old 
made  her  a  chair  of  the  Osage  orange,  which  grows  here  to  a  very  large  tree.  This 
boy,  she  said,  was  wicked,  and  very  disobedient  to  his  parents.  He  would  curse 
his  father,  and  despise  to  obey  his  mother.  One  day,  after  he  had  been  using  very 
dreadful  language  to  his  father  and  mother,  he  went  to  fish  on  one  of  the  rivers, 
fell  in,  and  was  drowned.  His  body  was  found  a  few  days  afterwards  washed 
ashore.  The  birds  of  prey  had  torn  off  all  his  clothes ;  the  ravens  or  buzzards  had 
"  picked  out  his  eyes,"  and  others  had  picked  his  bones  nearly  bare.  "  Now,  chil- 
dren," she  said,  *'this  I  know  is  true.  I  knew  all  about  it,  and  can  never  forget, 
for  that  boy  made  me  the  chair  which  I  have  at  home  now."  There  was  little 
need  of  further  enforcing  the  moral. 


Missionary  Chickens. — Some  months  since  we  received  the  following  letter, 
printed  with  a  lead-pencil,  from  a  little  friend  of  Home  Missions,  who  had  before 
contributed  to  our  treasury:  ** A  friend  gave  me  twenty-five  cents  some  time  ago, 
and  here  it  is.  Please  send  it  to  a  little  home  missionary  girl  to  use  for  raising 
missionary  chickens.  I  live  in  the  city,  and  cannot  keep  a  hen.  I  hope  God 
will  prosper  it.     Your  loving  six-year-old,  Mary ,  Troy,  N.  Y." 

We  sent  the  money  with  a  copy  of  Mary's  letter  to  the  little  daughter  of  one  of 
our  Home  Missionaries  in  Nebraska,  and  in  due  time  came  this  reply : 

^^ Dear  Mary  :  I  was  away  from  home  on  Saturday  night,  and  when  I  came  home 
my  brother  said,  *  You  can't  guess,  Ella,  what  has  come  for  you.'  I  gues.sed  and 
guessed,  but  I  could  not  guess  what  it  was,  so  I  gave  it  up,  and  pa  told  me  a  little 
girl  in  New  York  had  sent  me  twenty-five  cents  to  buy  a  missionary  chicken.  When 
I  knew  that,  I  could  not  wait.  Our  deacon  has  some  nice  Brahma  chickens.  He 
brought  the  old  ones  all  the  way  from  England,  and  has  kept  them  pure,  having 
paid  a  big  price  for  them  there.  I  went  right  up  to  the  deacon's,  and  asked  him 
to  sell  me  a  hen,  for  a  missionary  hen,  for  twenty-five  cents.  He  said  he  sold  them 
to  other  folks  at  two  dollars  each,  and  it  would  not  do  to  let  me  have  one  for 
twenty-five  cents.  He  is  a  great  tease  to  me;  but  after  awhile,  he  said,  'I  have 
no  corn  to  feed  my  horses  to-night ;  if  you  will  get  me  a  bag  of  com,  I  will  let 
you  have  the  hen.'  So  I  went  home  and  told  father  he  must  let  me  have  a  bag  of 
corn  for  twenty-five  cents.  *  Why,  Ella,'  he  said,  *  I  cannot  do  that,  you  will  want 
com  to  feed  your  chicken  I'  But  I  coaxed  him,  and  he  said  I  might  have  the  bag 
of  com,  and  then  I  would  owe  him  five  cents.  I  agreed  to  that,  and  got  the  chicken, 
and  it  is  a  big  beauty,  and  I  am  going  to  call  it  Mary.  A  few  days  ago  pa  told  me 
that  he  would  not  charge  me  that  five  cents,  but  he  would  let  me  have  twenty-five 
cents  to  get  eggs  for  Mary  to  sit  on,  and  have  a  nice  lot  of  little  chickens.  You  must 
write  me  and  tell  me  about  the  names  you  would  like  those  little  chickens  called ; 
for  you  know  we  are  all  so  fond  of  creatures,  and  they  love  us  so  that  we  can  do 
anything  with  them,  and  I  shall  soon  learn  to  call  them  all  by  naxsckft^  «xAn^^^  ^^^r^ 
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come.    My  name  is  Ella,  and  I -live  at ,  Nebraska.    I  have  one  sister  and  four 

brothers.  When  you  come  to  Nebraska  you  must  come  and  see  the  chickens.  I 
am  so  glad  you  sent  me  that  chicken,  and  I  will  do  the  best  I  can.  Pa  helped  me 
write  this  letter.  My  oldest  brother  had  a  chicken  once  that  he  called  £lla,  and 
when  we  called  it,  it  would  come  and  let  us  take  it  up. 

"  P.  8. —  Mary  has  laid  two  eggs." 

We  shall  be  disappointed  if  some  other  girls,  and  boys,  too,  do  not  take  a  hint 
from  our  little  friend,  and  invent  new  ways  of  raising  money,  in  these  hard  tuna, 
for  aiding  Missionary  Sunday-schools. 


Abb  We  Ready  ? — It  must  be  providential,  that  just  at  this  time  is  opened  np 
before  our  churches  the  new  department  of  missionary  Sunday-school  work.  One 
acquainted  with  the  Western  field  must  grant  that  no  denomination  has  sadi  op- 
portunities for  entering  the  destitute  neighborhoods  in  the  vicinity  of  our  churches 
as  we.  Our  known  liberality  ;  our  willingness  that  the  school  shall  be  designated 
by  any  name  that  will  draw  together  the  greatest  numbers  for  the  profitable  study 
of  the  Word  of  God ;  our  readiness  to  join  hands  with  all  helpers  who  are  heartily 
in  sympathy  with  the  true  aim  of  the  Sunday-school,  together  with  our  inherited 
"  knack  "  for  the  instruction  of  youth — all  give  us  an  opportunity  to  exert  an  in- 
fiuence  for  good  upon  the  coming  generations,  far  beyond  anything  yet  attained 
in  our  denominational  history. 

If  we  have  but  the  courage  and  consecration  to  push  out  into  the  regions  all 
about  us,  now  white  for  such  a  harvest,  and  follow  up  our  efforts  by  lay  and  evan- 
gelistic effort,  we  shall  find  in  these  little  centers  of  Christian  infiuence  the  germs 
of  a  vast  number  of  churches  already  schooled  in  our  broad  principles  of  catho- 
licity. Tliis  will  give  a  practical  solution  to  the  veied  question,  "  What  shall  we 
do  with  country  parishes  split  up  into  a  multiplicity  of  janing  and  warring 
sects  ?  "    The  work  is  before  us — upon  us.     Are  we  ready  for  it  ? 


"^ereijjts,  in  ^npst,  for  ^nttbaif-^c|Dol  ^orh. 

[Donations  intended  for  the  Sunday-school  Work  of  the  A.  H.  M.  S.  should  be  so 
designated  at  the  time  of  sending.  Remittances  should  be  addressed  to  Wm.  Henbt 
Smith,  Treas.,  Bible  House,  New  York.  Post-office  orders  should  be  drawn  on  Sta- 
tion D.,  New  York  City.] 


Received  by  L.  D.  Sterena,  Treaii.  N.  H.  M. 
S. : 

New  Ipswich,  $6  00 

Stratham,  5  24 


Holland,  Vt.,  Sabbath -school,  by  O.  L.  Kid- 
der, 
Little  ComptoD,  B.  I.,  Babbath-nchool,  bj  0. 

H.  Wilbur, 
Bast  Canaan,  Conn.,  Sabbath-school,  by  H. 

B.  Stevens,  Sapt., 
Klllingworth,  Conn.,  Sabbath-school,  by  J. 

H.  Lane,  Bnpt., 
Old  Saybrook,  Conn.,  by  O.  A.  Bushnell, 
Thomaston,   Conn..   Sabbath-school,   by  P. 

Darrow, 
Le  Baysville,  Pcnn.,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Holbroolc, 
Elyria,   C,   8abbath-school  of  First  Presb. 

Ch.,  by  H.  Ely, 
Pine  Rnn,  Mich.,  Sabbath-school,  by  J.  F. 

Loomlff,  8npt., 


10  84 
4  60 

la  00 
800 

6  85 

8  56 

48  11 
6  85 

40  00 

800 


Received  by  Rov.  F.  B.  Doe,  Wia.  : 
Baldwin's  Mills,  $8  70 

Kankauna,  6  00 


Forest  City,  Iowa,  Sabbath -school,  by  Rer. 

J.  D.  Mason, 
[Lewis,  Iowa,  Sabbath -f«hoo1,  by  G.  P.  Caxy, 

$8.89,  err.  ackn.  in  Sept.] 
Belgrade,  Minn.,  Sabbath-school,  by  Rev.  D. 

B.  Bells, 
Duluth,  Minn.,  Sabbath-school  of  Pilgrim, 

by  J.  Kiinl>all,  Supt, 
North  Fork,  Kan.,  Babbath-achool,  by  Rev. 

J.  B.  Schlichter, 


770 
100 

690 
490 
760 
1170  90 


Recetted  by  the  JfoM.  Home  MUn.  Soc, 
Chablks  Dbmond,  7Vea«. 
Newburyport,  Whitefield,  by  W.  Thurston,      $12  17 

$183  07 


PUBLISHED  BY  THE  AMERICAN  HOME  MISSIONABY  SOCIETY, 

34  Bible  House,  New  York. 

Price:   Five  DcUan  a  Hundred,  for  the  Tear. 


\  Plan. — Tliia  plan,  sniiouiiocd  in 
e  of  TAf  Home  JfMs/.n.nrji  ami  3a*  Lrjijttt, 
,  and  wlicrfiVpr  it  is  known  it  conmiend* 
itself  to  the  friends  of  Home  MiBsions  and  Sunday-Bchools. 

In  this  month's  Home  Miiiionary  will  1>e  found  a  list  of  tneiitj-eight  sclionia — 
in  Nebraska,  Utah,  Michigan,  Missouri,  New  Xork,  New  Jersey,  Connecticut,  Bhodo 
Island,  Massachuaetta,  and  New  Hampshire — that  bare  already  paid  their  thirty 
dollars  each.  Many  other schaols  arc  "  pledged"  for  the  same  amount.  Such  a 
bcfflnninij  ja  surely  moat  hopeful.  Will  not  pastors,  saporintcndenta,  teachers,  and 
our  friends  g  nerall  j  uae  their  influence  to  make  this  plan  a  Buccees  ?  The  progress 
of  the  work  will  be  made  known  weekly  in  The  Gotif/rff/ationalitt,  The  Aihanee, 
The  Chrulian  Union,  and  other  papers.  Should  Uie  130,000  of  arrrars  l)c  paid 
by  the  Sundaj-iichools,  the  children  taking  part  in ,  that  work  would  lie  life-long 
friends  nnd  supporters  of  Home  Missions.  And  the  profit  of  that  would  not  be  alt 
on  one  side. 


A  Little  CinLD  Shall  LeadTkem. — "Nellie,  yon  can't  go  to  Sunday-school 
nnj  mure."  So  said  Mr.  R.,  an  infidel  father,  as  his  sweet-faced  child  c^me  horn* 
from  Sabbath-school.  He  hated  I  he  Bible.  He  hated  God.  Nellie  looked  him  straight 
in  the  eye,  not  saucily,  not  angrily,  hut  only  to  see  if  he  mcatit  it.  She  beliered 
hcdid.  What  should  she  dot  Cry!  Pont  her  lips,  and  look  cross?  Oo  into  the 
bed' room,  nnd  slam  the  door  in  vengeance?  Bhe  went  quietly  to  the  outside  door, 
opened  it,  went  out,  shut  it  carefully,  and  with  a  heavy  heart  crossed  the  street  to 
the  stable. 

What  could  she  be  going  over  there  for  t  To  have  room  to  cry  ?  Or  call  papa 
names )  Her  papa  was  curious  to  know.  Iler  not  saying  a  wotd,  her  look  of  sor- 
row, her  quiet  way  of  leaving  him,  stung  him.  He  rose,  snd  looked  out  to  sna 
where  Nellie  went.  No  sooner  had  the  stable  door  closed  behind  her  than  he  went 
quietly  ont  and  across  the  way  to  listen.  As  the  conscience-stiickcn  man  almost 
held  his  breath  to  hear  every  sound,  he  heard  a  sweet,  tremuloas  voice,  saying: 
"Dear  Father  in  heaven,  bless  my  dear  papa;  give  him  a  new  heart,  and  make 
him_  willing  I  should  go  to  the  Sunday-school,  for  Jcsns'  sake.    Amen," 

Scarcely  was  the  prayer  ended  before  the  fklheiTOAiedL  vate&K^^^^V^^^'V^^^i'^ 
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ing  the  child  to  liis  bosom,  said :    *'  You  may  go  to  the  Sunday-school  as  much  as 
you  please.     I  will  never  say  another  word  against  it/' 

Two  weeks  passed,  and  the  infidel  father  lay  on  a  sick-hed,  from  wliich  he  va? 
never  to  rise.  Nellie  watched  him  very  tenderly,  as  did  the  anxious  mother.  "PaiMi. 
may  I  come  and  sit  by  you  when  you  are  awake  ? ''  **  Yes,  Nellie."  "  And  may  I 
bring  my  little  Bible,  papa?"  "Yes."  "And  may  I  read  to  yon  some  of  my 
Sunday-school  lessons,  and  tell  you  what  my  teacher  said ? "  *'Ye8,  Nellie,  you* 
may." 

A  fe;r  weeks  elapsed.  Every  day  found  the  little  eight-years-old  preacher  by 
the  infidel  father's  pillow,  telling  him  of  Jesus.  The  Spirit  owned  the  Word,  and 
sent  it  home  to  the  proud  heart.  lie  could  hide  in  his  ** refuge  of  lies"  no  longer. 
He  was  soon  to  face  the  actual  God,  whom  he  had  tried  to  deny.  His  strong  Thrill 
yielded  ;  his  heart  melted  ;  and  the  dear  child's  prayers  were  heard.  The  infidel 
owned  his  God.  accepted  his  little  child's  Savior,  and  died  rejoicing  in  Jesui*.  Is 
anything  too  hard  for  the  Lord  ?  God  hath  chosen  the  weak  things  to  confound 
the  mighty. 

"Where  there  is  a  Will  there  is  a  Way. — After  presenting  the  cause  of  mis- 
sions to  my  people,  one  meml)er  of  the  church,  a  boy  thirteen  years  of  age,  arranged 
with  his  father  for  three  rows  of  potatoes,  for  which  he  is  to  *'  trap  "  for  his  fatliei 
three  gophers  out  of  the  orchard.  He  has  named  one  row  "Foreign  Missions;" 
another  "Home  Missions;  "  and  the  third  "  Sabbath -School ; "  and  the  proceeds 
are  to  go  to  these  three  causes.  We  have  also  had  up  the  subject  of  contributing 
to  "  Merrill  Hall"  (Doane  College,  Heb.).  In  the  Sabbath -school  notice  was  given 
that  the  field  would  be  canvassed  during  the  T^eek,  and  each  scholar  was  called 
upon  to  contribute.  On  the  following  Sabbath  over  900  shares  were  found  to  l)e 
taken,  and  more  than  $90  were  pledged. 

Certificates  of  stock  are  given  to  each  contributor  of  ten  cents,  after  the  maimer 
of  the  "Morning  Star"  certificates.  One  young  lady,  a  member  of  the  church, 
gave  a  silver  half-dollar,  a  keepsake  given  her  by  her  brother,  who  is  away  from 
home.  Her  brother,  a  little  boy,  took  and  paid  for  one  shart,  and  has  planted  a 
row  of  potatoes,  which  he  takes  care  of  himself,  intending  to  give  the'proceeda. 
Another  has  a  pig,  which  he  intends  to  keep  till  it  is  worth  five  dollars,  when  he 
will  sell  it,  and  pay  for  fifty  shares.  Another  little  boy,  eight  years  old,  earned 
enough  for  one  share  by  straightening  up  corn  for  his  brother.  Many  of  the  gifts 
have  been  earned  in  similar  ways. 


The  Good  of  "  Grace  before  Meals." — Eddy  had  a  nice  visit  and  play  with 
the  children,  and  stayed  with  them  to  dinner.  The  blessing  asked  before  eating 
deeply  impressed  him.  At  his  next  meal  at  home,  with  a  good  deal  of  animation, 
He  said,  "  Papa,  why  don't  yon  pray  here,  as  Grandpa  Paine  does  ? " 

Tliat  question  fixed  itself  in  the  man's  thoughts.  He  often  asked  liimself,  why 
don't  I  ?  He  could  give  no  good  reason,  and  ere  long  he  yielded  his  heart  to  God. 
— Had  "  Grandpa  Paine  '*  omitted  giving  thanks,  just  that  once,  he  would  have 
lost  an  opportunity. — Are  not  little  children  often  perplexed  and  pained  at  a  pA- 
rent's  impiety,  and  its  results  to  them  ? 


What  one  Christian  Family  can  do. — Eight  years  ago,  this  region  seemed  to 
be  given  over  to  iniquity.  The  children  were  running  wild,  and  vice  prevailed.  Jfr. 
7.  and  his  wife  started  a  Sunday -Bc\ioo\.   0\Qk.%.ii^  -^oMw^^-wa^.    AA  length  preach^ 
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ing  was  secured,  once  in  two  weeks.  On  the  alternate  Sabbath  the  people  met  and 
read  Banyan's  Pilgrim's  Progress.  Interest  was  awakened.  Some  were  converted. 
A  church  was  organized.  Not  long  ago  Mr.  A.,  who  for  many  years  h^d  been 
intemperate,  was  converted,  as  were  his  wife  and  four  children.  That  was  a  high 
day,  when  this  entire  family  came  into  the  little  church — built  of  rough  boards, 
furnished  with  benches  and  a  saw-dust  carpet — and  there  together  professed  their 
faith  in  Jesus  and  were  baptized.  It  was  blessed  to  welcome  them  to  the  company 
of  the  faithful.  This  is  the  fruitage  of  that  Sunday-school.  And  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
G.  are  permitted  to  rejoice  in  it.  For  more  than  a  year  past  Mrs.  G.  meets,  at 
the  close  of  the  school,  what  she  calls  her  theological  class,  composed  of  persons 
over  twelve  years  of  age.  She  gives  to  each  member,  the  week  before,  a  number 
of  Scripture  references  on  some  to^ic,  which  each  is  to  look  up  during  the  week, 
and  be  prepared  to  read  or  recite.  These  are  the  subject  of  conversation  for  an 
hour.  Then  another  set  of  references  is  given,  and  they  adjourn.  This  takes  the 
place  of  a  preaching  service,  there  being  none  till  tlie  evening.  A  most  happy 
change  has  thus  been  effected.  Would  that  we  had  many  more  such  families  sta- 
tioned here  and  there  throughout  our  destitute  neighborhoods  I 


Holding  tiik  Fort. — "  Sunday-schools  the  nursery  of  the  church."  We  all 
know  that,  who  know  anything  of  the  origin  of  thousands  of  churches.  It  is  a 
great  event  when  from  a  grain  of  mustard-seed  there  comes  out  a  church,  all 
equipped  and  strong  for  the  work  of  making  this  world  what  it  ought  to  be.  To 
some  churches  there  comes  a  time  of  weakness,  almost  unto  death ;  and  it  would 
be  death,  out  and  out,  if  it  were  not  for  the  Sunday-school  that  keeps  it  up.  For 
instance  :  a  home  missionary  in  California— we'll  not  say  where — announced  one 
Sunday  morning  to  his  people,  that  he  would  leave  the  field,  and  push  out  some- 
where else.  He  had  done  all  he  could  for  them,  and  the  outcome  was  bo  small 
that  he  could  not  in  good  conscience  stay  longer  than  thirty  days,  when  he  must 
say  *'  good-bye  "  to  them.  The  old  deacon,  formerly  from  New  Hampshire,  inter- 
viewed the  discouraged  missionary  during  the  week.  He  didn't  blame  him  for 
wanting  to  leave.  The  people,  many  of  them,  hadn't  been  to  church  for  fifteen  or 
twenty  years,  and  probably  never  would  come.  They  couldn't  be  reached,  and  it 
was  next  to  throwing  time  away  to  try  ;  but,  said  the  deacon,  **  What  will  become 
of  the  children  ?  We  have  thirty  in  the  Sunday-school ;  they  are  worth  staying  for, 
and  worth  saving.  They  love  the  Sunday-school,  and  almost  all  of  them  have  no 
religious  instruction  except  in  the  Sunday-school.  There  is  no  prayer,  no  Bible, 
no  Sabbath,  no  religion  in  their  homes.  The  old  stock  will  die ;  the  children — we 
must  save  them."  So  the  minister  stayed.  The  Sunday-school  saved  the  church  ; 
held  the  fort.  That  was  fourteen  years  ago.  That  church  has  lived,  has  grown, 
and  is  as  likely  to  live  as  any  church  in  California. 


Does  it  Pay? — An  investment  of  money  that  brought  in  fifty  pei  cent.,  an 
investment  in  land  that  doubled  its  value  in  a  few  years,  business  men  would  count 
as  paying  investments.  So  investmenta  of  Christian  work  in  Sabbath-school,  that 
produce  large  results  in  Christian  workers,  may  be  said  to  pay.  I  have  in  mind  a 
mission  Sabbath -school  that  ten  young  Christian  people  started,  in  the  suburbs  of 
a  large  Eastern  city,  and  that  was  only  in  existence  two  and  a  half  years :  and 
what  are  the  results?  I  do  not  know  them  all ;  but  I  do  know  that  of  those  in  that 
school,  one  has  for  years  been  editing  a  daily  Christian  paper  of  large  circula- 
tion. One  has  for  nearly  as  many  years  been  preaching  tba  %o«^  Vt^  ^  ^\V^  ^"^ 
60,000  people.    One  is  a  Western  home  miaaion&T^.    Oti^  \%  «^  xKvV»\Qrw«tNi'^^\^^^^^ 
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Bouthem  India.  Another,  having  accamulated  wealth,  out  of  the  first  fruits  of  it 
built  a  hall  for  the  religious  and  intellectual  wants  of  working-men,  and  started  a 
Sabbath-school  in  it  Beveral  died  in  Christian  faith,  others  are  living  lives  of 
Christian  usefulness.  So  that,  as  an  investment  of  Christian  labor,  that  school  paid 
And  there  are  great  numbers  who  could  tell  of  equally  successful  results.  This 
labor  is  "  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord." 


How  I  Superintend  our  Sunday-school. — On  becoming  pastor  of  the  church 

at ,  looking  over  the  condition  of  my  new  charge,  there  was  one  question  that 

I  felt  I  must  answer:  How  may  I  improve  our  Sunday  school?  I  saw  much  to 
condemn,  and  some  things  wanting.  Should  I  speak  out  and  personally  take  the 
lead,  conducting  the  school  to  suit  my  ideas  ?  No ;  human  nature  is  very  touchy, 
much  more  easily  led  than  driven,  and  besides  wliat  right  had  I  to  deprive  others  of 
the  blessedness  of  working  for  the  Lord  ?  So,  after  cautiously  approaching  the  sub- 
ject, and  talking  it  over  with  the  superintendent  and  some  of  the  teachers,  I  started 
a  teachers'  meeting.  Through  its  influence  the  **  much  to  condemn  "  is  silently  dis- 
appearing, and  new  features  are  being  slowly  introduced.  Our  teachers^  meeting 
is  apparently  a  very  small  affair.  We  are  all  very  friendly ;  we  criticise,  debate, 
sometimes  indulge  in  a  quiet  joke,  at  which  of  course  we  all  laugh  a  little.  Bat 
prayer  is  the  opening  and  closing  breath  of  our  meetings,  and  often  a  hush  comes 
over  us,  as  if  we  were  not  alone ;  as  if  another  Teacher  were  with  us,  showing  us, 
as  we  have  never  seen  before,  the  importance  of  the  work  he  has  given  us  to  do. 
Besides  leading  this  meeting,  I  am  always  in  my  place  as  teacher  of  a  class. 
Outside  of  this  I  never  take  any  part,  unless  called  upon. 


"Vf  HAT  Stopped  the  School. — I  wrote  of  an  opening  for  a  Sunday-school  in 


ten  miles  south  of  us ;  but  have  had  to  abandon  it,  because  the  people  (principally 
German  Lutherans)  have  no  regard  for  the  Sabbnth.  If  there  happened  to  be  a 
Sunday  dance,  they  chose  that  rather  than  the  school,  but  if  there  were  no  dances, 
picnics,  or  other  Sabbath  desecration  on  foot,  they  would  attend  Sabbath-school. 
I  am  pt-eaching  in  a  village  ten  miles  north-east,  on  Sunday  afternoons.  The  peo- 
ple there  are  mostly  Gkrmans,  with  their  billiard- and  lager- beer  saloons  in  full 
blast  on  the  Sabbath.  But  I  have  a  nice  room  to  preach  in  free  of  charge,  and 
had  thirty  hearers  last  Sabbath. 


"Ileteljjts,  ill  ^cjrtcmlier,  far  ^unhii-^cjaol  Mlork. 

[Donations  intended  for  the  Sunday-school  Work  of  the  A.  H.  M.  S.  should  be  so 
designiated  at  the  time  of  sending.  Remittances  should  be  addressed  to  Wm.  Henrt 
Smith,  Treas.,  Bible  House,  New  York.  Post-office  orders  should  be  drawn  on  Sta- 
tion D.,  New  York  City.] 


Mnw.    Home   Miss.    Soc.,   by  0.  Dcmond, 

TreM.,  ^57  42 

Pnnnington,  HI.,  by  J.  W.  Newell.  20  55 

Detroit.  Mich.,  Sabbath-nchool  of  First,  by 

O.  M.  Lanp,  for  the  Debt,  30  00 

Livonia.  Mich.,  Union  Sabbath-school,  by  J. 

N.  Paddock,  1  00 

Blake's   Prair'e,    Wis.,    Sabbath-school,   by    . 

Rev.  H.  A.  Miner.  1  66 

Roshford.    Minn.,  Sabbath-school    by  Hcv. 

L.  H.  Cobb,  1  20 


Centennial,  Kan..  Sabbath -school,  by  Ret. 

J.  B.  Schlichter,  |I1  DC 

Seneca,  Kan.,  by  Rev.  E.  E.  Webber,  25  UO 


$137  83 


Received  by  the  3fa/in.  Home  Mttn.  Soc.^ 
Charles  Drmond.  Trewt. 
Chicopee,  Mass.,  Third,  by  C.  Marsh,  lY.,       $57  41 
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&  M.  'T^E  Wketino  Watbb  Plan.— Thia  December  nimibef 

•J^H^i  X      of    the   ntin/:   Mkihinnry   names   one    hiinrlrffl   oild 

Suuday-itliouJi,    cufli  ot   ivhipli   duiiiitf    tlic  uiojitU  of 

October  gave  |S0  or  more  toward  making  op  the  (30,000  of  debt  which  was 
reported  in  September,  .  Thia  one  hundred  and  three  are  onij  a  part  of  those  which 
have  JliU3  already  eeconded  the  "  Weeping  Water  Plan."  The  list  has  been  pab- 
lished  in  the  papers  from  week  to  week.  We  ferventlj  hope  that  the  "thousand 
schools  "  expected  will  have  all  been  reported  l>cfore  this  month  of  December  ends. 
Shall  not  the  end  of  tile  year,  now  rapidly  coming,  see  these  1000  schooh  in  this 
glorious  line  ?  Doea  any  one  ask  why  ?  Let  him  read  this  circular  issued  and  sent 
through  Uinnesota  by  our  Superintendent  in  that  State : 

SHALL   THE     mSSIONARIES    BtJFFVRt 

The  Treasury  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society  is  930,000  in  debt.  Winter  is 
coming,  and  we  have  no  money  with  which  to  pay  the  missionaries,  what  is  now 
due  them.  Some  of  them  have  not  had  a  dollar  for  four  months  I  What  shall 
be  diinel  At  its  own  suggestion,  the  Sabbath -school  of  the  Home  Missionary 
Cliurch  at  Weeping  Water,  Nebraska,  a  few  weeks  since,  took  a  collection,  to  help 
pay  the  debt.  Ninety  were  present  the  day  it  was  done.  Never,  but  once  before, 
had  the  collection  exceeded  $8.00.  Thia  time  it  was  TBirtt  doli.abs  I  88  and 
1-3  cents  each.  Thej  send  this  as  a  thank-offering  to  the  Treasury  at  New  York, 
and  challenge  909  other  schools  to  join  them  in  a  plan  to  pay  the  dehL  About 
100  schools  have  responded.  Three  of  the  Sabbath- schools  of  Minnesota  have 
already  sent  in  theirs.  One  individual  has  put  in  f^OO;  another,  $80;  another, 
$25.  Now  will  not  every  School  in  the  Stat*  do  something?  If  yon  cannot 
raise  $30,  try  $15,  (3,  any  sum  yon  can  raise  The  appeal  is  as  nrgent  as  f ood,  fuel, 
clothing  for  winter,  can  make  it.  Nor  is  the  appeal  made  to  Schools  as  a  whole, 
but  to  every  child,  yonng  person  and  adult,  in  the  Schools, 

As  you  sympathize  with  these  suReriug  Missionaries,  their  wires  and  tittle  •nes, 
will  you  not  move  in  this  matter  next  Sabbath ! 

MiKKEAFoLiB,  Nov,  8,  1877. 

W.u  KOT  QoiTS  BoitB. — Hr,  B  '  ■,  the  lay  preacher,  was  iUnatratiijg  the  pleaa- 
vn  which  one  newUly  takes  in  seeii^  that  which  is  at  once  beantifnl  and  useful, 
md  referred  to  a  span  of  mules  which  had  been  didiea  ti^  Vk  ^)&i>  Q^cb,-«£a-wsp4\»e^ 


I  , 
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very  close,  that  the  owner  and  friends  in  the  wagon  might  hear  the  sermon.  Their 
size,  their  deep  l)ay  color,  their  quiet  standing,  were  remarked  upon  at  length. 

Little  Guy,  their  four-year-old,  took  it  all  in  in  a  moment  He  knew  well  Mr. 
Hoore^s  team.  Turning  suddenly  to  his  father,  with  a  puzzled  look,  he  whispered, 
**Pa,  is  that  man  preaching  f^^ 

Older  heads  do  not  always  find  the  essential  gospel  in  what  they  hear.  It  might 
sometimes  profit  the  men  on  the  platform  to  know  what  piously  educated  childbren 
think  of  them. 


A  CoLORAix)  Out-station. — "  The  Divide  "  is  a  long,  wide  and  elevated  region 
of  bluffs,  hills  and  valleys,  between  Denver  and  Colorado  Springs,  jutting  out 
eastward  from  the  Rocky  Mountains  into  the  plains.  It  divides  the  waters  of  the 
Platte  from  those  of  the  Arkansas.  It  is  covered  with  pine  forests,  interspersed 
with  open  grassy  parks,  the  most  beautiful  the  eye  of  man  ever  rested  on,  a  para- 
dise for  deer  until  the  white  man  came. 

The  summit  of  this  "  Divide  *'  is  about  fifteen  hundred  feet  above  Denver,  and 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  above  the  sea. 

One  of  the  school  districts,  Easton,  is  more  than  ten  miles  square,  and  is  sparsely 
settled  by  about  twenty  families,  some  of  whom  live  seven  miles  from  the  school- 
house.  They  are  twenty  miles  from  their  market  town,  Colorado  Springs,  and  re- 
ceive their  mail  but  once  a  week.  They  had  never  had  religious  services,  except  on 
/  a  few  rare  occasions,  until  last  fall.  There  were  no  very  active  Christians ;  a  num- 
ber were  backsliders,  and  many  of  the  people  were  godless.  Seeing  the  situation, 
the  school-teacher  and  her  sister  went  quietly  to  work  and  established  a  Sabbath- 
school  that  soon  enrolled  fifty  members.  A  pastor  at  Colorado  Springs,  in  search 
of  places  for  out-station  work,  heard  of  this  place  and  soon  had  an  appointment 
there  once  in  three  weeks.  Extra  meetings  were  held,  and  several  persons  were 
converted,  and  still  others  were  converted  after  the  meetings  closed.  As  a  result 
fifteen  persons  from  that  place,  mostly  adults,  have  joined  the  Congregational 
Church,  at  Colorado  Springs. 

On  the  second  Sabbath  in  July,  the  Church  held  its  regular  meeting  at  Easton. 
Four  married  people  were  received  on  profession  of  faith,  and  the  sacrament 
were  administered  for  the  first  time  in  that  community.  The  members  residing  there 
were  organized  into  a  branch,  or  class,  choosing  one  of  their  own  number  as  leader. 
The  Lord*s  supper  will  hereafter  be  observed  there  twice  each  year.  Although 
•  the  people  are  poor,  yet  they  pledged  that  day  over  sixty  dollars,  more  than  thirty 
of  it  for  a  Sabbath-school  library. 


A  Bright  Bot  can  do  it. — ^What  ?  Why,  make  a  good  serviceable  map  for  his 
Sunday -schooL  Take  three  yards  of  common  white  cotton  cloth,  cut  it  in  two 
and  sew  the  edges  together ;  it  makes  a  space  four  and  a  half  by  six  feet.  Out- 
line the  Bible  lands ;  darken  and  shade  the  waters ;  put  down  in  clear  letters  hfew 
names  of  countries,  cities,  etc.,  don't  crowd  it,  but  leave  much  for  study  to  locate 
around  a  few  plain  centers ;  with  different  colored  crayons  or  paints  trace  the  vojr 
Hges  and  journeys  of  Paul,  etc. — "  In  this  way/'  writes  one  faithful  Sunday-school 
worker  in  our  ranks  at  the  front,  **  a  poor  home  mission  church  has  a  good  substi- 
tute for  the  $7.50  maps  of  great  publishers.  A  bright  boy  or  girl  will  enjoy  the 
privilege  of  helping  to  make  the  map.  The  humblest  pastor  has  some  little  map 
in  book  or  paper  that  will  furnish  the  model."  The  thought  came  while  reading, 
that  to  ask  some  of  our  young  New  England  helpers,  who  are  studying  map-draw- 

'  ing  too,  whether  they  do  not  want  to  send  on  some  such  maps  of  their  own  making 

^  our  frontier  missionaTy  acUoolB^ 


«  N 
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The  National  Council  on  our  Missionary  Sunday- School  WoitK. — Rfer. 
H.  Clay  Trumbull,  Editor  of  the  Sunday-school  Times^  at  this  time,  but  still  better 
known  as  previously  Secretary  of  the  Americiin  Sunday-school  Union,  read  a 
paper  on  Sunday-schools  before  the  National  Council  at  Detroit.  It  was  referred 
to  an  appropriate  Committee.  They  reported  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  adopted  : 

(1.)  That  the  Sabbath-school  is  not  an  organization  independent  of  the  church, 
but  one  form  of  church  work. 

(2.)  We  emphasize  the  importance  of  giving  instruction  to  the  scholars  in  the 
great  principles  of  religion,  and  in  the  doctrines  and  polity  of  our  churches. 

(3.)  We  commend  the  Sunday-school  work  of  the  American  Home  Missionary 
Society  to  the  churches  for  their  enlarged  support. 

Three  years  ago  the  National  Council  urged  this  Society  to  take  up  the  mission- 
ary Sunday-school  work  in  our  country.  The  churches  in  that  Council  are  tlius 
virtually  pledged  to  this  Society  for  that  work.  It  has  taken  it  up  at  their  re- 
quest. They  promised  a  loyal  suppoi-t.  We  expected  that  third  resolution. 
But  we  are  none  the  less  grateful  to  the  accomplished  author  of  the  paper  for  the 
impetus  and  momentum  which  he  gave  to  its  passage  by  a  very  vigorous  handling 
of  his  subject — **  The  Sunday-school."  We  are  persuaded  that  those  who  were 
privileged  to  hear  his  paper  will  be  led  to  support  that  branch  of  our  work  with 
much  heartier  interest  and  zeal. 

We  hope  to  be  able,  from  month  to  month,  to  report  an  ever-increasing  amount 
of  receipts,  of  work  done,  and  results  secured  in  the  field.  We  are  indeed  as  yet 
in  the  first  stages ;  and  have  reason  to  suppose  that  for  the  moment  the  attention 
of  contributing  schools  is  somewhat  diverted  by  their  interest  in  the  "  Weeping 
Water''  plan  for  raising  $30,000  to  meet  the  present  financial  distress  of  tb0 
Society.  But  our  faith  and  hope  look  to  their  taking  up  and  carrying  forward 
our  Missionary  Sunday-school  work  in  a  solid  and  increasing  way. 


His  Sunday- School,  His  Light. — Some  of  the  New  England  Sunday-schools 
will  remember  still  what  Dr.  Warren  of  Calif  omia  told  them  last  spring  about  that 
great  State,  its  gpld,  the  Sunday-schools  our  missionaries  are  forming  and  teach- 
iiigf  ^^6  great  numbers  of  negleoted,  untaught  children,  and  the  **  hoodlums  "  that 
are  there. 

One  of  those  missionaries  after  writing  us  lately  about  the  difiiculties  in  his  way, 
then  says:  "But  amid  all  these  seeming  misfortunes  one  thing  has  been  veiy 
bright  and  encouraging.  The  children  of  my  Sunday-school  have  been  tei*y  faith- 
ful, and,  while  teacher  after  teacher  has  dropped  away,  only  a  few  of  them.huve 
left,  and  at  last  I  had  to  bring  the  whole  school  into  one  big  class  and  teach  tbcni 
myself.  And  then,  at  the  children's  meeting,  there  have  been  as  many  as  seven- 
teen ;  and  they  all  have  said  that  they  want  to  live  Christian  lives,  and  I  think 
they  really  mean  it ;  for  there  are  many  who  are  called  *  hoodlums '  here,  and 
from  them  our  dear  children  have  to  suffer  many  petty  persecutions.  But  so  far 
as  I  can  learn,  they  do  it  bravely  and  patiently.  I  have  indeed  good  hopes  for 
them.  But  what  sad  examples  they  have  before  them  I  Yesterday  I  was  tele- 
graphed for  to  attend  a  funeral  in  another  town,  but  not  a  conveyance  could  be 
found  in  all  the  place.  Everything  had  gone  to  the  horse-race.  This  is  the  way 
most  of  the  Sabbatlis  are  kept  here,  and  some  of  those  who  went  to  these  races  ou 
the  Lord's  day,  call  themselves  his  disciples  and  members  of  his  church.  What  will 
the  effect  be  on  these  children,  unless  we  do  everything  we  can  to  teach  t\yii.\s^.^^  ^ 
better  way  ?  " 


"^7? 
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it 
Do  OCR  MlBMONARIBS  ReA(7H  OUT  TO  HbBT  THE  SCVDAT-BCBOOI.  DeBTITCTIOKhI 

— Of  the  siiiy-seveD  workers  of  tlie  AmericuD  Ilvme  Hiwiunarj  Si^ckty  in  Ncbrulu 
the  pnst  yeu,  oal;  two  confiiicd  their  labors  to  one  place  encb  i  the  n  iuAe  niimba 
report  148  regular  appointments,  besides  occasional  preachinga.  TIjt  fortj-foni 
now  in  that  State  are  caring  for  ninety-one  churches,  and  «Wc  than  one  hatiini 
Suiiday-tchooh.  The  letter  and  the  B|)irit  of  their  uommissiont  arc  ui>  bar  to  the 
utmost  judicious  extension  of  their  labors  in  the  regions  around.  The  hints  or 
BtaUiiucntB  that  tlic  custom  und  spirit  of  concentration  binds  tliou  to  labor  in  one 
or  two  places  only  are  alniust  tlie  emct  opposite  of  the  truth. 


A  "  CoNTKiBUTOR,"  IN  REHiTTiNa  $60  rROM  Babrihotoh,  R.  I.,  so  h^lJMlj 
dashes  generous  business  with  merrj  wit  tliat  ire  are  willing,  however  be  maj  bs, 
that  our  Sunday-school  readers  should  enjoy  it  with  ns.     He  says: 


MUtec  William  Hemy  Smith  ; 
I  send  joa  greeting,  and  herewith 
GDclose  'cay  cheek  made  namber  one. 
From  Sabbath'Bcbool  in  Barrington. 
they  thought  it  best  to  take  a  block 
Of  weJlknown  "  Weejjing  Water"  stock; 
In  liquidation  of  jour  debt, 
If  not  all  placed  before  you  get 
This  letter,  which  conveys  from  far, 
Ou  t  order  for  two  shares  at  par. 
And  it  you  cannot  buy  so  low. 
Toa're  hereby  authorised  to  go 


A  litUa  higher,  aa  we  send. 
For  stocks  which  pay  a  dindend 
Kot  twice  a  year,  but  every  day, 
As  many  Bible  lessons  say. 
The  draft,  is  payable  to  order 
And  you  may  soy.  to  yonr  recorder. 
Please  forward  with  ooz  compliments 
The  Treoaarer's  acknowledgmeols. 
We  hope  the  debt  wilt  all  be  pud 
Before  "  A  Happy  New  Tear"  's  said 
And  we  shall  hear  tlie  words  well  dtme. 
Most  truly  yoora,  D.  A.  Waldcoo. 


^tccijts,  in  ©ttobEr,  for  Sttiitoji-Sc|iJol  SBtotfe. 

[Donations  intended  for  the  Sunday-school  Work  of  the  A.  H.  M.  S,  should  be  so 
designated  at  the  time  of  sending.  Remittances  should  be  addressed  to  Wm.  HsnbI 
Sun'H,  Treaa..  Bible  House,  Mew  York.  PoBt-ofhoe  orders  should  be  drawn  on  Sta- 
tion D.,  New  York  City.) 

lubfiird,  MlDD.,  Sibbilb-aehool,  hj  Bit. 


nc  L.  H.  Cobb.  Minn., 


Mcdiord,  Mynilo 
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Pxlca  1  Ftv«  DoUaxt  a  Handr«d,  for  the  Taax. 


THE  ■Wkbpisg  ■  Water  Plan, —  The  Sundny-scliool 
tliirtj-dollar  olTeringB  Hre  still  coming  in.  Willi  them 
come  ihquj  kmcl,  cJifL'rijjy  wcrds.  We  o.aanot  gWa  Iha 
precise  number  of  coatributing  Bchools,  not  always  hearing  promptly  from  the 
Auiilisrics,  bot  we  know  of  240,  giving  |T,QS1.75.  OM-gvart^  of  Cht  debt  hat  bten 
paid  by  240  of  th«»du>oU  eonnected  vith  our  8,500  churehet!  A  hopeful  beginning, 
shon-tng  (hat  the  plan  can  be  carried  out.  No  doubt  thereat  of  the  debt  will  be 
paid.  Then  why  not  pa;  it  now  ?  Man;  sclioole,  already  pleHged  to  other  objects, 
promise  to  take  this  up  later.  But  dela;  is  very  trying  to  the  waiting  miauon- 
aries,  JD  this  winter  season.  Moreover,  the  Society's  regular  mission  Sunday-school 
work  has  almost  to  stand  still,  pending  this  effort.  Why  not  have  a  grand  New 
Year's  rally  of  the  schools,  to  pay  up  at  once  the  remainder  of  these  arrears  I 
Reader,  what  say  too! 


Tub  Will  fditib  a  Wat. — "  Sunday,  Oct  Slst,"  writes  an  earnest  9.  8.  workei 
in  Minnesota,  "  onr  school  (in  N.)  sent  two  of  our  number  to  our  mission  school, 
in  W.,  to  plead  for  the  A.  H.  M.  8.,  on  the  '  Weeping-Water  Plan.'  The  entire 
school  responded  heartily,  and  paid  the  required  $80,  already  reported.  One  of 
the  warm-hearted  girls  of  the  school,  we  noticed,  went  away  at  the  close  of  the 
•esaion.  Crying  as  though  her  heart  would  break.  A  dear  aged  'mother  in  Israel' 
was  weeping  with  her,  trying  to  comfort  her.  We  asked  what  could  be  the 
matter )  The  answer  was,  "  We  are  so  poor  at  home,  we  dare  not  promise  to  gtve 
anything,  to  pay  that  dreadful  debt,  end  our  hearts  ache  to  think  how  the  dear 
missionary  families  on  the  frontier  will  have  to  suffer." 

"At  the  earliest  opportunity,"  be  continues,  "I  sent  some  yam  to  the  teacher  of 
the  class  to  which  the  heartbroken  girl  belonged.  The  girl,  only  eleven  yesri 
old,  gladly  took  it  home,  and  knit  a  nice  pair  of  stockings  which  I  now  send  to 
joa  (the  Snpt  A.  H.  H.  8.).  Will  you  place  them  in  amissionary  family,  where 
they  will  be  useful,  or  make  such  disposition  of  them  as  ma;  seem  best,  and  some 
time  let  the  girl  hear  from  the  family  who  gets  them  I  Her  name  is  Edith.  Onr 
three  schools  aent  over  f  100  as  the  result  of  that  day's  effort  Bat,  for  this  last 
remittance,  read  Mark  12:  43." 

This  story  and  that  of  the  "  Missionary  Onions,"  we  hope,  will  set  all  the  dear 
boys  and  girls  who  read  Tke  LealUt,  to  thinking  how  they  can  earn  something  to 
send  the  bleeeed  gospel  all  over  Minnesota,  and  tbe  world. 
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*'  Out  of  the  Mouth  or  Babes/' — Prom  one  of  the  misdon  fields  comes  t 
fresh  illustration  of  "  prayer  in  faith.'*  A  little  fellow,  about  three  yean  old, 
came  to  his  mother  after  dinner,  and  looking  up  earnestly  into  ber  face,  stid, 
*'  Mother,  I  want  some  meat ! ''  She  replied,  "  Tou  have  bad  some  meat  with 
your  dinner/'  Witliont  turning  his  eyes  away  he  pursued,  "  Mother,  I  want 
more  meat  I  "  She  tried  to  divert  him,  but  presently,  with  pleading  voice  and 
tears,  and  holding  up  his  little  hand,  he  renewed  bis  prayer,  *'  Mother,  I  want 
more  meat,  and  here  is  my  fork  to  take  it!'''*  He  prevailed.  But  he  not  only 
asked,  he  expected  ;  not  only  expected,  but  broug?U  the  mecme  to  take  the  gift  Do 
we  not  too  often  come  so  unprepared  to  take  and  use,  that  our  Heavenly  Father  ii 
forced  to  postpone  the  answer  ? 


The  Birthday  Present. — It  was  the  Sabbath,  and  the  fhirteentb  birthday  of 
my  daughter,  my  oldest  living  child.  I  felt  anxious  that  she  should  become  a 
Christian.  I  took  her  with  me  to  the  study,  told  her  of  my  anxiety,  and  reminded 
her  that  she  was  a  child  of  the  covenant,  and  that  it  was  now  her  duty  to  take 
upon  herself  the  vows  which  her  parents  had  made  in  her  behalf  when  she  was 
consecrated  to  God  in  baptism.  I  pointed  out  to  her  that  she  must  submit  her  will 
to  Christ,  and  trust  him  for  the  forgiveness  of  her  sins.  I  proposed  to  her  that  she 
should  celebrate  that  thirteenth  birthday,  by  thus  giving  her  heart  to  the  Savior. 
With  tremulous  faith  I  said  to  her :  **  Will  you  do  it,  my  dear  ?  "  With  an 
assuring  glance,  she  looked  into  my  face  and  said :  **  I  will,  papa."  We  kneeled. 
I  prayed.  She  prayed.  The  work  of  regenerating  grace  was  done.  She  said  she 
felt  that  she  was  forgiven.  When  she  was  brought  into  the  fellowship  of  the 
church,  the  beginning  of  her  Christian  life,  as  stated  to  the  examining  committee, 
"Was  fixed  at  that  thirteenth  birthday.  The  eight  years  of  her  subsequent  religions 
experience  have  been  confirmatory  of  her  life  in  Christ. 

What  a  glorious  birthday  present  that  was !  The  Lord  gave  her  a  new  heart ! 
And  she  gave  him  her  heart.  She  was  happy.  And  wasn't  her  dear  Lord  happj 
too,  in  this  first  love  of  one  for  whom  he  had  died  ?  Oh,  which  of  *'  our  young 
folks"  that  read  Tlie  Leaflet,  and  have  a  birthday  just  now  at  hand,  will  also 
make  it  their  day  of  spiritual  nativity,  and  receive  from  the  Heavenly  Father  his 
birthday  present,  his  crowning  blessing,  the  gift  of  a  new  heart  ? 


"Which  a  Woman  took  and  Hid." — She  hid  it,  "  till  the  whole  was  leavened." 
Our  first  call  for  aid  in  the  Sunday-school  work  came  from  a  town  on  the  Misns* 
^ippi  River  where  infidelity  and  spiritism  held  a  prominent  position.  A  pastor  in 
another  town  had  interested  some  persons  there  in  his  occasional  preaching,  and 
he  invited  them  to  avail  themselves  of  an  offer  from  a  lady  to  come  and  lahor 
among  them.  They  did  this  ;  a  few  organized  themselves  into  a  religious  society. 
A  Sabbath-school  was  begun,  with  another  lady  as  superintendent.  It  has  reached 
the  number  of  forty-eight  scholars,  with  seven  teachers.  It  has  increased  rapidh 
from  its  beginning,  and  is  likely  still  to  grow  in  numbers  and  in  usefulness.  Thej 
Bay :  **  We  have  absolutely  no  literature  for  our  Sunday-school  except  lesson  leaves; 
if  you  can  give  us  a  library  and  papers,  we  shall  be  thankful" 

This  ministrant  sister  undertakes  this  work  from  desire  to  make  the  gospd 
known  and  do  good.  The  people  have  promised  to  pay  her  a  salary  of  $200  a 
year.  It  is  not  certain  that  they  will  be  able  to  do  this.  There  is  need  of  leaven, 
and  there  is  room  to  place  it  ^  ^ 


V         « 
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Just  the  Tmso  foe  a  New  Reoioit. — This  Missionary  Sunday-school  Work 
is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  present  condition  and  w^nts  of  the  people  in  North- 
western Michigan.  We  have  many  isolated  settlements  and  collections  of  people 
who  might  be  reached  by  a  Sunday-school  service,  but  who  could  not  sustain  a 
church  organization  and  a  missionary  pastor.  This  scattered  condition  of  the 
settlers  is  a  peculianty  of  this  region,  rarely  found,  to  the  same  degree  at  least,  in  , 
other  new  countries.  For  one  item,  this  district  has  about  1,200  miles  of  Lake  , 
coast,  mostly  covered  with  forest.  All  along  there  are  landings,  wooding-points 
for  steamboats,  and  fishing-stations.  These  contain  100,  200,  or  800  people,  as  the 
ease  may  be,  far  removed  from  any  large  settlement,  with  water  on  one  side  of  them 
and  wilderness  on  the  other.  Many  of  these  communities  have  no  religious  service 
whatever,  the  year  round. 

I  once  crossed  Lake  Michigan  with  a  fisherman,  from  Esconaba  to  Northport 
The  first  night  we  Were  wind-bound,  and  found  shelter  at  a  fishing-station  a  few  miles 
north  of  Point  Detour.  The  settlement  Comprised  eight  families,  and  there  wefe 
forty-eight  children.  There  was  no  church,  Sunday-school,  or  stated  religious  ser- 
vice accessible  by  land  or  water,  within  twenty-five  miles.  There  was  scarcely  any- 
thing to  read  among  them.  Young  and  old  were  all  eager  for  papers.  There  are 
a  score  or  two  of  such  fishing-stations.  They  would  welcome  any  wise  effort  to  t^ 
do  them  good.  With  a  little  help  in  starting  and  an  occasional  visit  from  a 
missionary,  they  would  maintain  a  Sunday-school 


Mission abt  Onions. — ^The  following  letter  from  a  small  boy  in  Minnesota  is  too 
fragrant  with  good  intention  to  allow  it  to  pass  without  a  chance  to  shed  its 
fragrance  among  the  readers  of  The  Leaflet : 

**  Detroit,  Beckbe  Co.,  Minn.,  Nov.  10,  1877. 

Dbab  Mr.  Cobb  :  My  grandpa,  Bev.  Nelson  Yonng,  gave  me,  last  spring,  a  small  cor- 
ner in  his  garden,  and  what  onion  seed  he  had  left  after  sowing  his  bed.  I  planted  it, 
and  as  the  result  I  raised  a  boshel  of  Missionary  Onions.  Grandpa  sold  them  for  one 
dollar,  and  said  I  might  send  the  money  to  you.  Please  use  it  where  you  think  it  is 
most  needed  to  help  on  the  Lord^s  work.     I  want  you  to  pray  for 

Your  little  friend, 


How  many  boys  and  girls  wiU  raise  onions,  or  something  else,  next  year,  and 
give  the  money  to  the  Sunday-school  Missionary  Work  ? 


WoMAN^s  Wore. — The  good  wife  of  an  army  surgeon,  stationed  in  one  of  the 
frontier  towns  of  Dakota,  was  moved  with  compassion  as  she  saw  the  children  of 
the  garrison  and  of  the  town  running  at  large  with  no  religious  instruction. 

It  occurred  to  her  that  she  ought  to  try  to  do  them  good.  So  inviting  the 
children  into  her  tent  (for  they  nearly  all  lived  in  tents),  and  seating  them  on 
boxes,  trunks,  and  the  ground,  with  no  book  of  any  kind  except  her  own  Testa- 
ment, she  taught  them  of  Jesus.  This  she  kept  up  during  the  warm  weather,  and 
till  others  came  in  to  aid  her  and  take  the  work  oft  her  hands.  Learning  that  our 
Publishing  Society  aided  such  efforts,  she  applied  to  the  missionary  for  thait  re 
gion,  who  at  once  gave  her  such  books,  papers,  and  Testaments  as  she  needed. 
Her  much  enlarged  s(5hool  had  now  moved  into  a  larger  place,  with  better  accom^ 
modations.  Thus  from  the  smallest  beginnings,  and  in  much  weakness,  with  fear 
and  trembling,  is  the  gospel  seed  sown  in  the  new  settlements.  But  out  of  these 
small  beginnings  frequently  come  the  church  and  school,  and  blessings  to  alLtK<^ 
community. 
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Cas  Hoke  HmiORAsiBi  do  the  Oroaitizinq  vkontibr  Woiuct — or.  most  m 
b&Te  anotber  set  of  men  sapported  for  that  purpose)  Ever;  wcc-k  briogii  its 
unasked  aa<l  uuintentioDal  answers,  ebowing  that  the  DniE^jgIu^i(4  of  this  Societj 
are  taking  this  as  one  of  the  eMteittud  psirta  of  their  acivici.'.  "  The;  are  tberodomg 
the  work  of  an  evangelist."  Yes.  "  The  work  of  a  past  >r  hiilI  It-achpr."  Ye»,  hot 
alto  the  work  of  s  Sunday-school  pioneer,  an  organizer  kii<l  thrn  a  supcrinlendcnt, 
watching  oyer  what  they  havesoEtiirtcd  on  their  own  lie](l,nivi.Tlii5,iiB  [Ms  odeiiiloeiv 
nioro  than  a  whole  county,  yet  not  so  large  but  that  thiy  can  kei'ji  close  watch  on 
it  all.  Here  is  a  quotation  from  one  of  our  misuonarics,  in  point :  "  Cuuiiderablt! 
time  hag  been  spent  during  this  last  quarter  in  exploring  mj  fUld.  and  in  Iwuiting 
my  lahors  at  the  most  needy  and  desirable  poinU-  The  Sl-UI  spreads  tlitough  two 
CDuotics,  and  in  both  I  have  eclecti^d  eligible  preaching  Rlutiuiis.  At  all  of  thi^m 
we  now  have  ftourisbiDg  Sunday-schooU,  three  of  them  organiEcil  (loder  my  own 
immediate  supervision,  with  pious  superintendents  and  ilivottd  ttuclu-rs.  Bi-sides 
these,  my  wife  and  daughter  conduct  another  four  mi le»  from  home,  ever;  Sahbath 
afternoon.  In  connection  with  this  school  my  wife  roads  one  of  Mr.  Moody's  tei' 
moue  each  time.  It  is  listened  to  with  deep  attention,  and  thus  the  good  se*^  is 
being  sown  on  that  hitherto  neglected  region.  There  is  no  other  religious  service 
in  that  district,  nor  within  miles  of  it,  except  a  Mormon  service  be  bo  called. 
There  are  many  large  families  in  these  communities,  and  a  great  number  of  joung 
people,  and  but  very  tew  of  them  know  Cluiat,  the  Savior.  I  am  hoping  and 
expecting  to  see  a  work  of  grace  on  my  field  this  fall  and  winter." 


Oi.D  Fatdrk  Erak. — He  is  now  above  eight;  years  of  age,  and  bis  working 
days  are  past,  though  to  appearance  lie  is  quite  a  hearty  old  man.     He  likes  tosil 

near  the  pulpit  in  church,  and  he  usunlly  is  Hn  attentive  hearer.  lie  has  done  s 
good  work  as  a  minister  in  his  day,  preaching  in  Qerman  or  English.  He  is  quite 
comfortable  in  his  home.  He  says  "  he  himself  has  no  cause  of  complaint,  hut  he 
bas  observed  as  a  rule,  that  it  is  easier  for  one  father  to  provide  for  twelve 
children,  than  for  twelve  children  to  provide  for  one  father."  It  wonid  bo  a  great 
■hame,  however,  if  the  twelve  children  should  fail  to  do  it.  Ood'a  law  says, 
''Honor  thy  father  and  thy  mother."  Paul  rays  something  like  this:  "If  an; 
vidow  hath  children  or  grandchildren,  let  these  learn  firat  to  shew  piety  to  thdr 
own  family,  and  to  requite  their  parents ;  for  this  is  acceptable  before  God." 


'gtttipts,  in  llotiemlitr,  for  Sniiiian-Srliiol  WLaxl 

[Donations  intended  for  the  Sanday-sohool  Work  of  the  A.  H.  M.  S.  shoold  be  M 
denignated  at  the  time  of  Bonding.  KeoiittaDeea  should  be  addressed  to  Ales'b  E. 
Olapp,  Treas.,  Bible  Hoose,  New  York.  Post-offloe  orders  shoold  he  dmwa  on  Sta- 
tion D.,  New  YoA  City.] 


J.  B.  Fdrtmnli 
Qcneavo,  111.,  S« 

VmUnnboTBti, 


,  Conn..    SibUCh-KliogI    ot   the 
ilud,'K,  y„  a*bbiith«ibwl,'b)r  J." 

Sibbstb-KlicMit,  b;  Bi>. 

Hth-Kticwl,  bj  B.  P.  Tui 
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THE  Wbepimo  -  Watek  Plan. —  In  the  Febmarj  num- 
ber of   The  Home   Mindon'iry  we  re|)ort,  from  Sunday- 
Bchools  nod  a  few  initii-iiluuls.  Bevenly-flii   conlrilmtJons  for 

.he  debt  This,  with  a  few  since  received,  carries  the  number  np  t«  280,  briuging 
n  about  $8,900.  So  oearl;  one-third  of  the  sum  proposed  has  been  raised.  Can 
ind  will  the  Sundaj-Bchoola  raise  $20,000  more  ?  Or,  muat  we  call  npon  our  older 
Friends  in  the  churches  to  come  to  their  aid!  In  ivmf  way,  the  debt  should  be, 
>ad  roast  be,  paid  before  man;  more  winter  dajs  have  gous  bj. 


TiiR  ToDNO  SiNtiBK.— She  was  elcTcn  years  old.  With  her  mother,  she  was 
visiting  at  her  grandfather's.  On  Sunday  momini;  she  went  to  charch.  The  ser- 
Don  was  upon  the  text :  "  But  God  commendeth  his  love  toward  us,  in  that  while 
xc  were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for  us."  She  had  been  a  good,  monl  child — had 
leyer  committed  any  outbreaking  ains.  How  coold  she  be  made  to  see  herself  to 
-Mi  A  sinner !  In  hia  sermon  the  preacher  told  of  a  little  boy,  whom  one  of  the 
icholars  had  just  brought  into  the  Sun  day -school.  The  teacher  waa  faithful,  and 
>n  the  Grat  Sabbath  taught  hitn  that  ho  was  a  sinner  and  needed  a  Savior,  and 
hat  he  ought  to  become  a  Christian  at  once.  The  little  boy  followed  the  instruc- 
.iou  and  became  a  disciple  of  Jesus.  As  he  went  out  of  the  Sunday-school  he  felt 
,hat  he  was  in  a  new  world.  The  atocy  ended,  this  little  girl  arose,  left  the 
;hurch,  and  went  home  in  tears.  Hermotber,  who  had  not  been  at  church,  aslced 
tvhat  was  the  matter.  She  sobbed  out :  "  Oh,  that  minister  made  me  feel  that  I 
xas  such  a  great  sinner."  Then  she  repeated  the  atory  of  the  little  boy.  "  And 
inly  to  think,"  she  said,  "  that  he  became  a  Christian  the  first  time  he  went  to 
Sunday -school,  and  I  have  been  in  one  from  the  infant  class  np,  and  yet  hare  not 
iccome  a  Christian.  What  a  »mner,  to  reject  ao  much  light  I "  The  mother  re- 
oiced  that  what  she  had  found  it  so  hard  to  do  had  thus  been  effected  in  this  case, 
jhc  sought  to  fix  iu  the  child'a  mind  the  fact  and  the  sense  of  her  sinfulness,  and 
,hen  pointing  her  to  the  SaTior,  kneeled  with  her  and  prayed.  The  daughter  fol- 
owed,  confessing  her  sins,  and  asking  forgiveness.  In  the  calming  and  sweeten- 
Dg  of  the  child's  spirit,  the  mother  saw  that  their  prayers  had  been  answered. 
;7hen,  two  or  three  years  later,  the  child  was  examined  for  admission  to  th« 
church,  her  first  religious  experience  was  dated  back  to  that  time.  She  had  siucQ 
wen  maturing  in  Christian  character. 
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How  many  of  the  young  readers  of  this  Leaflet  have  been  to  Sunday-school  for 
years,  and,  like  this  girl,  have  not  become  Christians?  Must  they  not  be  great 
sinners,  to  slight  so  many  opportunities,  to  resist  so  much  truth,  so  often  to  gricTe 
the  Spirit  ?  Will  they  not  now,  as  she  did,  repent  of  this  sin,  and  of  all  their 
sins,  and  become,  at  once,  the  followers  of  Jeius  ? 


Leaf  from  a  Supeuintkn dent's  Journal. — A  few  years  ago  one  of  our  mis- 
sionaries started  a  Sunday-school  in  a  log  school-house,  five  miles  from  his  church 

in  R ,  Wis.     The  people  were  poor.     The  country  was  so  heavily  wooded,  that 

the  opening  of  farms  was  slow  work.  He  preached  there  occasionally.  At  kngtli 
a  little  church  was  formed.  The  log  school-house  was  its  home,  and  there  tlie 
children  came  and  recited  their  Bible  lessons.  Last  summer  a  Chicago  theological 
student,  aided  by  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  preached  for  them,  once 
in  two  wet-ks,  during  his  vacation.  The  little  church  was  greatly  encouraged. 
The  old  log  school-house  with  its  rude  benches  really  seemed  a  Bethel. 

At  length  the  student  went  his  way  ;  the  old  school-house  gave  place  to  a  new 
one,  far  more  roomy  and  pleasant.  Twice  a  week  the  neighbors  met  for  prayer- 
New  voices  were  heard,  offering  the  penitent's  petition.  Souls  were  converted. 
The  seed -sowing  of  past  years  was  coming  to  harvest. 

The  Superintendent  of  Missions  came  and  preached  a  few  sermons.  It  was  a  joy 
to  preach  to  such  hearers.  A  communion  season  was  proposed,  to  receive  any  who 
desired  to  unite  with  the  church.  The  deacon  says,  there  are  several  who  ought  to 
unite,  but  it  is  a  long  time  since  any  have  joined  the  church,  and  the  people  hardly 
know  what  it  means.  But  the  meeting  was  held;  the  covenant  was  read,  with  ex- 
planations as  to  what  it  means  to  profess  Christ,  and  to  unite  with  the  people  of 
God.  The  exhortation  to  come  out  from  the  world  and  be  separate,  was  warmly 
urged.  A  man  of  forty-six  years,  the  father  of  a  large  family,  who  had  led  a  way- 
ward life,  arose  and  said  :  **  I  can  stay  away  no  longer;  I  have  long  known  my 
duty ;  I  see  it  now  more  clearly ;  I  am  weak  ;  I  want  Christ  for  my  helper,  and  I 
want  to  be  known  from  this  time  as  one  of  his  followers."  Eight  others  arose  with 
him.  With  what  joy  they  were  welcomed  to  the  fellowship  of  the  Lord's  people  I 
Though  a  tin  cup  was  the  baptismal  font,  and  plain  earthen  plates,  with  glass  tum- 
blers, were  the  simple  furnishing  of  the  table,  yet  the  service  seemed  beautiful  and 
expressive,  for  the  Master  was  there.  And  now  that  church,  re-enforced,  is  plan- 
ning for  a  larger  work. 


Another  "Birth-Day  Present." — In  Cliicago,  they  were  celebrating  the 
twentieth  anniversary  of  their  Noon  Prayer-Meeting.  One  speaker  reported  the 
story  of  the  "  Birthday-Day  Present,"  in  our  last  issue,  and  suggested  that  there 
might  b  persons  present  who  had  followed  up  these  noon-meeting  for  years  with- 
out becoming  Christians.  He  then  asked  if  such  would  not  celebrate  this  anniver- 
sary, by  coming  into  fellowship  with  God  at  that  very  time. 

Tliere  was  present  a  boss  in  one  of  the  rolling-mills  of  the  city.  He  had  fallen 
into  habits  of  drinking  and  gambling.  Hearing  that  story,  he  said  to  himself: 
"  Wliy  not  one  for  me  ?  Now  ?  "  He  answered  to  himself :  "  Lord,  I  will."  lie 
went  out  from  that  place  a  converted  man.  At  the  lunch  table  he  .said  he  was  so 
happy  he  could  not  eat.  For  the  week  following,  and  up  to  this  time,  he  has  been 
speaking  and  praising  God  in  meetings  in  his  neighborhood.  Who,  next,  will 
seek  this  birth-day  present  of  a  new  heart  ? 
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"Why  JomcNiE  was  not  afraid  to  Die. — A  few  days  ago  I  saw  him  as  his 
mother  was  taking  him  from  Dlinois  to  M'estern  Kansas,  hoping  that  a  change  of 
climate  would  help  him.  He  is  ten  years  old,  small,  and  much  emaciated  by 
sickness.  Poor  boy,  I  thought,  as  I  saw  his  pale  face  and  his  bright  eye,  it  is 
doubtful  whether  you  ever  get  well.  I  spoke  a  few  words  to  him,  and  was  very 
glad  to  find  him  clieerful  and  happy,  and  not  afraid  to  die.  He  had  grown  up 
in  the  Sunday-school ;  for  two  years  had  been  a  member  of  the  church,  and  knew 
that  Jesus  loved  him  and  would  take  care  of  him,  whether  living  or  dying.  He 
was  not  afraid  to  trust  all  to  the  blessed  Savior,  for  be  had  obeyed  him  in  seeking 
first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteousness. 


The  Light  in  the  Window.'— The  second  Sabbath  of  March,  1877,  was  cold, 
cloudy,  drizzly  out  in  Nebraska,  and  the  missionary's  appointment  for  the  evening 
was  ten  miles  down  the  Missouri,  in  the  school-house  at  St.  H.  **  Shall  we  go  ? 
and  will  anybody  turn  out,  if  vre  do  go  ? "  were  anxious  questions  of  the  mission- 
ary and  wife,  as,  depressed  and  weary,  they  started.  "  A  big  load  lies  on  my 
hcart,'^  thought  the  wife,  as  they  rode  on  in  silence  through  the  gathering  mist. 
*'  Hattie  surely  put  the  basket  under  the  seat,  and  there  are  some  little  children 
down  there  who  will  welcome  us  1  *'  "  See,  wife,  my  glasses  are  so  covered  with 
the  mist,  that  I  can't  see  through  them ;  hadn't  we  better  turn  back  ?  "  And  I  felt 
as  if  my  faith-glass  was  covered  with  the  mists  of  unbelief,  so  that  I  could  not 
see  even  the  upper  edge  of  the  silver  lining.  Yet  I  said,  *•  Let's  go  a  little  fart  her, 
perhaps  it  will  grow  brighter."  "  Yes,  weary,  faithless  pilgrim,  hold  on  your  way 
through  earth's  mists.  It  will  grow  brighter  in  that  heavenly  by  and  by,"  a  sweet 
voice  seemed  to  whisper. 

Ah,  here  we  are  at  St.  H.,  quite  wet,  it  is  true ;  but  the  smart  Danish  lad  met  us 
with  a  smile  and  a  hearty  **  You'll  drive  right  down  to  our  house,  won't  you  ? " 
So  one  ray  of  light  peeps  over  the  edge  of  the  cloud.  Soon  little  rosy-cheeked 
girls  gather  about  the  comfortable  rocking-chair,  to  show  me  their  carefully 
folded  Sunday-school  papers,  and  to  get  a  glimpse  into  that  yellow  basket,  and 
more  sunny  rays  find  their  way  to  our  hearts. 

"  But  will  they  heat  and  light  up  that  school-house,  this  dark,  cold  evening  ? " 
The  Catholic  bell  from  the  old  tower  is  calling  to  vespers.  "  Will  anybody  go 
with  their  evening  tribute  to  Jesus  ? "  Just  opposite  stands  the  cheerful  open 
store  and  saloon.  "  Will  any  in  there  see  our  tallow  candle  in  the  window  and  turn 
in  to  hear  God's  Word  ? "  Why  so  faithless  ?  See,  now.  Forty  precious  souls 
have  come  through  the  darkness.  There  is  a  good  fire,  and  the  missionary  tells 
them  of  Saul's  conversion.  Then  they  sing,  "Tell  me  the  old,  old  story,  of  un- 
seen things  above."    Truly,  "At  evening  time  it  shall  be  light." 

Dear  Christians,  in  more  favored  parts  of  the  land,  will  you  not  help  us  to  keep 
that  "  Lig?U  in  the  window  "  away  out  here  on  wild  Missouri's  banks  ? 


CoifvERTBD  Children  become  GrviNO  Children. — At  our  prayer-meeting,  the 
subject  of  the  conversion  of  children  came  up.  We  appointed  three  or  four  of 
the  best  members  to  talk  with  such  children  as  we  thought  were  feeling  serious 
over  their  duty.  I  believe  that  if  half  the  effort  spent  on  hardened  sinners  were 
used  to  turn  our  children  to  G^d,  we  should  have  more  conversions.  In  nearly 
every  part  of  this  county  Sunday-schools  could  and  should  be  opened.  It  is  easy 
to  find  men  of  sixty  years,  who  don't  know  how  to  conduct  a  Sunday-school  and 
yet  are  anxious  to  hare  one.    I  helped  just  such  a  man^  «l  tvn  "^^k!^  ^^^^  v:^^ 
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Btarted  a  school  for  him,  which  is  prospering  now.  I  preach  tliree  times,  and 
teach  in  two  schools  eyerj  Sabbath.  We  have  started  dime  entertainments, 
erery  two  weeks,  carried  on  l)y  the  school  and  for  the  school — literary  entertain- 
ments of  a  religious  character.  My  object  is  to  hare  erery  school,  if  possible, 
sustain  itself  without  forever  expecting  aid  from  abroad.  Teach  people  to  go 
alone  and  to  give.  We  are  poor  here,  but  if  this  people  ha^  only  been  taught  tu 
give,  they  could  now  support  their  own  Sabbath-schools.  I  have  also  tried  to  get 
them  to  take  hold  of  the  idea  of  making  a  donation — at  least  a  few  dollan — to 
the  dear  Home  Missionary  Society,  out  of  the  Sunday-school  fund  whidi  thej 
have  collected. 

On  thb  Fbontter. — Last  fall  I  came  as  a  Missionary  to  Otsego  Comi^,  in  tiie 
great  north  woods  of  Michigan.  There  was  then  just  one  other  minister  in  the 
county.  I  found  a  few  new  settlements.  Upon  first  entering  one  of  these,  I  intro- 
duced myself  to  men  at  work  upon  a  bam.  **  Well,^'  said  one  of  them,  *'  snch  a  set 
of  heathens  as  we  are  need  some  one  to  come  amongst  us.^^  I  have  preached  for  them 
once  in  two  weeks.  For  two  weeks  I  have  preached  every  evening  in  the  log 
school-house.  The  Holy  Spirit  hal  moved  the  hearts  of  the  people  to  feel  their  need 
of  a  Savior.  Already  nearly  twenty  have  found  Jesus,  and  others  want  to  find  him. 
I  trust  many  will  be  gathered  in.  The  change  is  wonderfuL  Instead  of  cursing 
and  swearing,  are  singing  and  praying.  Instead  of  backbiting,  confession  of  sins 
and  mutual  helping  to  a  holy  life.  Now  they  all  want  a  Sunday-school,  with  a 
Bible  class ;  so  as  to  have  meetings  when  I  cannot  be  with  them.  But  they  have  no 
"  Wellspring,"  no  lesson  leaves,  no  books,  and  hardly  money  enough  to  get  bread 
with.  They  came  into  these  great  maple  woods  very  poor.  Thus  far  they  have 
been  felling  the  large  trees  and  burning  them,  to  get  land  enough  to  raise  a  few 
vegetables.  It  is  hard  and  slow  work.  I  cannot  tell  how  glad  I  am  that  our  Home 
Missionary  Society  will  perhaps  be  able  to  help  us  ;  and  with  all  my  heart  I 
thank  God  for  our  "  Sunday-School  Department "  of  missionary  work. 


%tuv^%  in  Jetcmber,  far  ^niilrdg-Stlaal  SSltrrk. 

[Donations  intended  for  the  Sunday-school  Work  of  the  A.  H.  M  S.  should  be  so 
designated  at  the  time  of  sending.  Remittances  should  be  addressed  to  Alex'b  H. 
Glafp,  Treas.,  Bible  House,  New  York.  Post-offioe  orders  should  be  drawn  on  Sta- 
tion D.,  New  York  City.] 


Mam.    Homa  Ifiu    Soc,    by  0.    Detnond, 

TreM.,  |40  01 

Boston  BighUnda,  Mam.,  Eliot    Sabbath- 

tchool,  by  O.  P.  Smith,  SO  00 

Enfield,  Conn.,  Sabbath-achool  of  Pint,  by  F. 

K.  King,  SO  00 

Hartford,   Oonn.,    Center   Ch.,    by   A.    B. 

Skinner,  186  00 

Thomaston,  Oonn.,  Sabbath-ichool,   by  P. 

Darrow,   '  8S  00 

Princeton,  HL,  Sabbath-nchool,  byMn.  Lb  H. 

Boltwond,  S  00 

Beoeirod  by  Rpt.  L.  H.  Cobb,  ICnn. : 

Maine,  Sabbath-schooL.  40 

Rev.  N.  Young,  $1. ;  Willie  N. 
Simons,  $1.  S  00 


Worthington,  Minn.,  Union,  by  Ber.  H.  B. 

TntUe, 


a  40 
aoo 


AltooniL  Neodeaha,  and  Sycamore,  Kan.,  by 
Rev.  H.  A.  Bmndidge, 

Peace,  Kan.,  Sabbath-school,  by  Rev.  J.  B. 
Schliohter, 

Spring  Creeks  Springtilde,  and  Westmore- 
land, Kan.,  by  Rev.  M.  D.  Toiney, 


97  00 
SS 
800 
9871  46 


Secetoed  by  tlu  JTow.  Home  UUn.  Soc^ 
Chablks  Demomd,  7V«u. 

Bozford,  West,  Sabbath-school, 

Bridgeton,  Me., 

Lakeville  Preolnot,  Sabbath-school, 


5  1« 

300 

SO  00 

f»l« 


PUBLISHED  BY  THE  AMERICAN  HOME  BHSSIONABY  SOCIETY, 

84  Bible  House,  New  Yobk. 
Price :  FWe  X>QlIin  a  Hondred,  for  the  Tear. 


THE  Blttb  Island  8 iisn\r- School. — ThiB  "islaDd"  ia 
sixteen  miles  out  frotn  Chicugo,  not  in  Lake  Micliigna, 
but  out  baclr  upon  tLc  flat  |:iruij-ie  tLat  surrounJa  the  city, 
t  ia  a  ridge  of  land  rising  up  flftj  feet  nboTe  the  general  level,  and  is  six  miles 
30g  by  one  mile  wide.  In  the  bsreneaB  of  the  new  country,  from  the  top  of 
'ort  Dearborn,  the  island  was  in  full  view,  and  being  skirted  around  the  edge 
nth  timber,  it  looked  like  a  Mu«  cloud  resting  down  upon  the  prairie.  And  so  the 
^kinstera  coining  from  the  south  with  their  "  prairie  schoonets,"  from  a  long  dis- 
Liice,  observed  this  blue  landmark,  and  gave  it  its  name.  Such  a  spot  naturally 
ivited  one  of  the  first  settlements.  From  the  beginning  till  now  one-half  to  two- 
lirds  of  the  people  hare  been  Oermans.  Tliir^  yean  ago  a  Christian  lady  living 
lere,  moved  In  heart  for  the  welfare  of  the  chiVIren,  opened  a  little  Sabbath- 
;hool  in  a  private  house.  With  the  aid  of  one  or  two  other  ladies  ehc  continued 
le  school,  opening  it  with  prayer,  for  ten  years,  before  a  Christian  man  came  in 
)  share  in  that  service.  Year  by  year  the  school  went  on,  summer  and  winter. 
1  1860  she  secured  occasional  preaching  from  the  city.  Soon  a  Congregational 
lurcb  was  organized,  as  the  result  of  the  Sunday-schooL  With  it  the  school  lias 
sen  carried  along,  and  is  now  one  of  the  largest  and  best  in  the  county,  outside 
f  the  city.  The  church  has  had  t,  gradual  healthy  growth,  has  called  for  but 
ttle  home  missionary  aid,  has  for  a  long  time  been  self-supporting,  and  is  now 
ndcT  excellent  pontoral  care.  The  good  woman  was  permitted  to  live  on,  seeing 
lis  fruitage  of  her  early  and  patient  planting  until  one  year  ago,  when  she  was 
ailed  to  meet  Him,  who  said  ;  "  She  hath  done  what  she  could."  Bo  docs  all 
aitbful  service  for  tlie  Master  gain  its  blessing  in  this  life  and  in  the  life  to  come. 
o  faae  many  a  Sabbath -school,  with  its  Christianizing  influence  grown  into  a 
harch  of  Jesus  Christ. 


A  BoT  WHO  Wants  a  Pont. — He  lives  in  Kansas.  His  parents  are  poor  and 
lave  hard  work  to  get  along,  but  James  ia  eight  years  old,  willing  to  work,  and 
■egins  to  plan  for  himself.  Last  spring  be  went  to  a  neighbor  and  inquired  the 
iricc  of  a  pig.  "  I  have  no  pigs  to  sell,  James,"  said  the  ndghbor,  "  but  I  would 
ike  to  know  what  yon  want  of  a  pig,  and  how  you  can  pay  for  and  tehA  CA-t^  <A 
me."  "I  want  to  raise  some  pigs  and  sell  them  and  \itt3  fc'poti^, kiA  'i!i««i\ «»■'>. 
Iriyeap  more  cowa,  nod  Bam  more  money.   Mr.  B.  w^U.p■^6meV««n^■^■taa«Ko^*»i 
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month  for  driving  up  his  cows,  and  in  four  months  I  can  eifrn  one  dollar,  and 
some  of  the  neighbors  have  promised  to  save  swill  for  me,  and  I  know  that  I  can 
take  care  of  her."  His  kind-hearted  neighbor  told  James  he  might  have  a  pig  for 
one  dollar.  In  three  months  James  had  earned  seventy-five  cents,  and  at  the  end 
of  another  month  he  expected  to  o«vn  the  pig.  But  two  missionaries  visited  the 
town  where  he  lives,  and  one  of  them  preached  a  sermon  on  missions,  in  which 
James  was  greatly  interested,  and  he  wanted  to  give  something  for  missions. 
After  consulting  his  mother,  he  concluded  that,  as  these  missionaries  represented 
two  societies,  he  would  give  twenty- five  cents  to  each,  and  wait  two  months  longer 
than  he  expected  fey:  his  pig.  He  paid  the  money  to  the  missionaries,  and  three 
months  from  that  time  paid  for  his  pig.  I  doubt  not  James  will  buy  a  pony,  and 
I  trust  he  will  always  give  for  missions  and  other  good  causes,  as  the  Lord  prospers 
him.   "  The  Lord  helps  those  who  help  themselves,"  and  he  loveth  a  cheerf  id  giver. 


A  Queer  Contribution. — How  many  such  have  gone  into  the  Lord's  Treasury 
since  the  day  of  the  **  two  mites  I  "  This  time  it  is  a  donkey  and  a  little  wagon. 
What  fun  the  children  had  with  that  Jittle  team,  and  four  little  chicks  crowded  in 
on  the  two  narrow  seats,  driving  hither  and  thither,  all  the  day  long — all  the  year 
round  !  How  many  children  had  taken  their  turns,  and  had  a  ride  1  Henry  and 
Alice,  Willie  and  Flora,  the  eldest  twelve,  the  youngest  four,  I  think  I  see  them 
now.  Yes,  and  hear  them  too.  "That  was  a  good  investment,"  said  the  father; 
*^  that  stands  for  open  air  exercise,  ingenuity,  occupation,  and  all  sorts  of  childish 
pranks  and  glee."  He  resigned  his  pastoral  charge  to  look  for  another  field. 
When  the  Home  Missionary  collection  was  to  be  taken,  a  council  was  called,  as  to 
the  surrender  of  wagon,  harness,  and  donkey.  No  one  could  tell  where  the  next 
home  of  the  family  might  be,  or  how  soon  they  should  find  it.  They  might  re- 
main many  many  months  where  they  were.  The  sacrifice  was  agreed  upon,  how- 
ever. They  would  sell  donkey  and  wagon,  and  give  all  to  the  good  cause  of  saving 
men.  It  was  a  sacrifice  to  feeling  and  affection ;  but  the  auctioneer  made  the  sale, 
and  the  children  gave  their  fifteen  dollars.  It  was  a  larger  sum,  by  ten  dollars,  than 
that  given  by  any  other  contributor  that  day.  But  the  children  deemed  this  an 
important  cause.  Had  they  not  thought  so,  they  could  not  well  have  made  the 
sacrifice  of  their  playfellow  and  drudge. 

I  felt  sorry  for  them  as  I  heard  the  story.  I  said,  "  It  is  an  imposition  on  chil- 
dren to  allow  them  to  do  such  things.  Must  their  pets  be  sacrificed,  to  replenish  an 
empty  treasury,  while  so  many  put  no  offering  there ;  and  chiefly  because  this 
cause  has  no  proper  presentation  before  the  public  by  eloquent  example  and  elo- 
quent speech  ?  "  But  there  came  the  reproving  thought,  **  That  wise  father  and 
that  dear  mother  have  told  them  the  story  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  who  became  poor, 
that  we  through  his  poverty  might  be  rich  "  and  they  have  done  this  that  they 
"  may  have  in  heaven  a  better  and  an  enduring  substance." 


The  Widow's  Miracle. — In  a  rough,  wicked  railroad  town  on  the  Central 
Pacific  Railway,  California,  a  widow,  almost  single-handed,  worked  nearly  eight 
years  to  keep  the  church  alive,  the  temperance  cause  moving,  and  the  Sunday- 
school  from  dying.  She  was  poor  as  to  this  world's  goods,  in  feeble  health  much  of 
the  time,  and  occasionally  obliged  to  leave  home  for  weeks  to  recruit  her  strength. 
Bat  one  thing  she  did ;  a\ie  Vv«i\^  on  \o  ciVxaciVv^  S\mday-school,  and  the  Band  of 
Hope.     Those  hot  Sunday  t\io^  ^rmxi^  ^^xtaA,  ^Q%fc  Y^>aAxj\  \BL^iyi»iK\i^  t^t  only  i 
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handful,  tri^d  and  discouraged  her ;  but  she  never  gave  up.  Minister  after  minis- 
ter went  to  her  aid,  and  went  away. 

The  little  church  was  built  by  her  husband,  coughing  his  life  away  with  con- 
sumption, and  yet  it  was  not  the  sentiment  of  the  thing  that  made  her  love  it,  but 
because  it  was  the  only  home  that  gave  shelter  to  what  work  was  done  in  that  place 
for  Christ.  The  little  rusty  church  and  the  widow's  house  were  the  only  doors 
that  opened  to  welcome  Christ  She  prayed  and  worked.  The  superintendent  of 
missions  was  almost  the  only  one  to  cheer,  comfort,  and  encourage  her.  At  last  it 
seemed  as  if  the  house  itself  must  be  sold  out  and  lost 

It  was  a  happy  day,  that  Sunday  when  the  congregation  filled  the  building. 
The  minister  read  the  covenant  to  five  new  members,  and  when  the  church  was 
asked  to  rise  and  enter  into  covenant  with  them,  the  widow  was  all  the  church  to 
stand.  On  this  earth  there  was  not  a  happier  soul  that  day  than  Mrs.  S.  One  of  the 
five  was  also  a  woman,  not  a  widow,  and  not  poor,  and  not  alone ;  but  a  host  every 
way.  Tlie  Sunday-school  now  is  full  and  strong.  The  little  church  has  a  steeple 
and  is  fine  inside  and  out.  The  mite  of  the  widow  and  her  faith  have  worked 
miracles,  almost. 


How  IT  Works. — ^During  a  revival  in  one  of  the  new  counties  of  Michigan, 
several  young  people  out  of  wholly  irreligious  households  publicly  declared  their 
determination  to  serve  the  Lord..  These  young  people  were  several  years  ago 
drawn  into  the  Sunday-school,  were  much  interested  in  it,  and  had  months  before 
been  persuaded  by  their  teacher  to  engage  in  secret  prayer.  Thus  the  leaven  of 
Christianity  has  entered  those  families  through  the  medium  of  the  Sunday-school, 
and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  influence  is  still  spreading  therein.  As  in 
this  case,  so  in  many  hundreds,  the  Lord  owns  the  work  and  crowns  it. 


Thanks  prom  FLORroA. — Mr.  J.  W.  Vail,  of  City  Point,  Indian  River,  Fla., 
writes :  The  books  you  secured  me  are  all  distributed,  save  a  few  that  I  am  keep- 
ing for  my  own  present  use.  With  the  Sunday-school,  temperance,  and  religious 
papers  for  adults,  I  have  made  six  libraries.  These  volumes  have  been  distributed 
in  settlements  where  they  are  greatly  needed  and  will  do  good.  The  organization 
of  a  school  and  the  circulation  of  papers  and  moral  and  religious  books  will  lead 
to  the  organization  of  a  prayer-meeting ;  soon  will  follow  the  formation  of  a 
church  of  Christ  Myself  and  daughter  spend  next  Sabbath,  nine  miles  south  of 
our  home  in  the  Hardy  Settlement,  and  expect  to  organize  a  school.  Not  having  a 
mule  or  a  boat,  we  expect  to  make  most  of  the  trip  on  foot. 

If  you  can  supply  me  with  more  second-hand  books  and  Sunday-school  papers, 
I  can  organize  schools  and  put  them  in  useful  circulation.  As  I  am  poor  and  the 
settlers  are  no  better  off,  I  wish  those  who  make  the  offering  would  add  a  trifle  to 
pay  the  freight  to  Jacksonville. 


WiimrNG  THE  Colorado  Children. — I  continue  the  plan  of  preaching  a  short 
sermon,  or  "  sermonette,"  of  five  or  ten  minutes  to  the  children,  every  Sabbath  morn- 
ing. As  a  result,  I  have  the  great  majority  of  the  Sabbath-school  children  in  my 
morning  congregation.  The  first  Saturday  of  each  month  is  "  children's  day,"  at 
the  parsonage.  They  are  all  invited  to  come  in  the  afternoon  and  have  a  good 
time.  From  two  to  three  o'clock  they-  play,  or  look  at  pictures  and  minfttaijiw 
At  three,  my  wife  takes  charge  of  the  Piktfa  Yeaik  IfihaaVaii  "BasA.  tV^  «2ss^^«wa. 
bnog  missionary  itema  that  they  or  theit  paxenta  \i!K^«  \oqY«^  xi::^-    ^"^^  ^'^  ^^^^ 
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** items"  is  a  five-cent  piece  each  month.  Last  Saturday  there  were  twenty-eight 
children  present.  Last  year  they  raised  more  money  than  the  Ladies^  Missionary 
Society.  We  find  that  children  are  much  like  older  people;  and  so  at  four 
o'clock  we  gire  them  a  piece  of  cake,  some  apples,  pop-corn,  or  something  of  the 
kind ;  and  then  they  play  till  it  is  time  to  go  home. 


Mission  Sunday-schools  Wanted. — A  few  of  our  larger  islands  [in  Mich.]  con- 
tain a  population  which  might  be  reached  by  this  means.  We  have  a  county, 
made  up  of  islands,  in  which  there  is  no  Protestant  religious  serrice.  In  the 
mining  region  of  the  upper  Peninsula,  the  people  cluster  about  the  mines,  gener- 
ally in  the  midst  of  a  vast  wilderness.  Many  of  these  mining  settlements  are  not 
large  enough  to  support  a  minister,  but  would  maintain  a  Sunday-school  if  it  could 
once  be  started.  Also,  along  the  larger  rivers,  are  isolated  settlements  of  lumber- 
men, who  could  be  reached  by  a  Sunday-school  service. 

We  have,  moreover,  in  that  part  of  the  Lower  Peninsula  where  agriculture  is 
the  leading  interest,  many  new  villages  and  settlements  where  Sunday-schools  may 
be  planted  as  the  forerunners  of  churches.  By  these  the  missionary  can  reach  out 
into  the  settlements  around  and  beyond  him,  greatly  widening  the  circle  of  bis 
infiuenoe  for  good.  We  now  have  Congregational  churches  in  nine  new  counties 
which  made  no  figure  in  any  State  or  National  census  prior  to  the  last  Every 
session  of  our  State  Legislature  organizes  new  counties.  At  the  county-seat  or 
principal  business  center  of  these  new  counties  we  seek,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to 
place  a  missionary  and  organize  a  church.  In  several  new  counties  we  have  been 
"  in  advance  of  all  others,"  in  organizing  both  Sunday-schools  and  churches.  The 
destitutions  of  these  new  counties  in  the  settlements  beyond  the  reach  of  the  mis- 
sionary's immediate  labors,  strongly  appeal  to  his  sympathies ;  and  the  Sunday 
school,  if  he  can  have  a  little  pecuniary  help  in  starting  and  sustaining  it,  is  jusf 
the  instrumentality  he  needs. 


"Sletti^ts,  in  faimarg,  for  ^iintiaj-^t|aol  Morh. 

[Donations  intended  for  the  Sunday-school  Work  of  the  A  H.  M.  S.  should  be  so 
designated  at  the  time  of  sending.  Remittances  should  be  addressed  to  Alex^r  H. 
CiiAPP,  Treas.,  Bible  House,  New  York.  Post-office  orders  should  be  drawn  on  Sta- 
tion D.,  New  York  City.] 

Fayetteyille,  Vt,  Sabbath-nchool,  by  C.  P. 
Thompson, 

Mass.    Home  Kiss.   Soc.,    by  C.    Demond, 
Trcas., 

Hadlcy,  Mass.,  Sabbath-school  of  First,  by 
C.  Cook, 
M.M., 

Berlin,  Conn..  Sabbath-school  of  the  Sec- 
ond, by  A.  North, 

Branford,  Conn.,  E.  Daris, 

Goshen,  Conn.,  by  Rer.  F.  A.  Hazen, 

Rocky  Hill,  Conn.,  Sabbath -school,  by  T.  D. 
WillUms, 

Sayville,  N.  Y.,  Sabbath-nchool, 

Oak  Park,  IlL,  by  W.  F.  Furbeck, 

Princeton,  HL,  8abbath-Fcho(»l, 

Aurora,  Mo.,  by  Rev.  8.  G.  Elliott, 

Detroit^  Mich.,  Sabbath^school  of  First,  by 
G.  M.  Lane, 


|4  75 

184  M 

13  26 
1  00 

800 
4S6 

S6  00 
8  00 
8  26 
8  00 
1  00 

Lansing  Ridge,  Iowa,  by  Rev.  P.  Weidmann, 
Bherriirs  Monnt,  Iowa,  German,  by  Rev.  J. 

Reiith, 
Arvonia,  Kan.,  by  Rev.  H.  Daries, 
Butler  Co.,  Neb.,  by  Rov.  A.  Dresser, 


80  00 


280 

500 
1  00 
1  30 
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Andover,  West,  Sabbath-school,  80  00 

Chicopee,  Third,  46  51 

Monson,  Mrs.  C.  O.  Chapin's  Clam  iu  S.  8.,  10  00 

Mrs.  N  M.  Field's,  Class  in  8.  B.,  4  00 

Ware,  East,  Sabbath-school,  105  00 

Whitinsville,  Sabbath-school,  75  00 
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jBADYi'OHMojiB  St'cn.— The   followiufj  vprj  jileasaiit 
note  brought  a  remittance  of  thirtj  dollars  toward  the 


debt,  OD  ■'  the  WeopiBgffal. 
indaj-echool  of  PftineaTJlle,  Ohio : 
"  Treasurer  A.  H.  M.  Bocietj :  Deab  Brother  — 


Iruai  tlto  CongragatioDill 


' '     A    Dd  II  earing  11  fl  uch  Cl  ] 

11   bout  LJome  llflission  V    • 

U  11  rt  eartily  I  If  |  ade  \< 

f    ■  nd  we  II  erebf  I  ■  I  ake  our  I    ■  i 

I     Irnoimt  ■    ■erein  ■  ■   ■  uled.  V^< 


acriGcea. 
.  nbecription. 
end  receipt  to 


"  Toot  obt  lemnt, 

Walter  0.  Tibdbl,  Sapt." 

We  are  inclined  to  think  thej  have  pleasant  times  in  that  Pnincsville  school,  es- 
pecially when  their  ingenious  Superintendent  turns  his  hand  to  blackboard  illus- 
trations of  the  leasoD  for  the  da^.  They  hare  our  tliuaks  and  best  wishes,  along 
with  the  more  than  300  schools  that  bare  followed  the  Weeping  Water  lead. 


The  Covenant  made  Good. — "  He  will  ever  be  mindful  of  his  covenant."  He 
ever  An»  been.  Two  young  men  weru  claaa-matcs  and  room-mates  in  the  seminary, 
lu  thc:ir  prayers  they  asked  the  Lord  if  they  should  go  abroad  as  missionaries. 
One  of  them  decided  to  go  to  a  foreign  land.  This  decision  he  wrote  to  iiis  father. 
The  answer  came  back :  "  All  right,  mj  son ;  I  gave  you  to  the  Lord  to  be  a  mis- 
sionary j  I  hare  always  expected  it."  He  went  to  the  Copts  in  Egypt.  Ilis  life 
wiu<  a  power  among  that  people.  The  other  gave  himself  to  the  Home  Missionary 
work.  He  began  his  ministry  as  a  Rome  Missionary,  and  has  been  now  for  many 
years  one  of  the  Superintendents  of  this  Society.  When  he  began  to  preach,  his 
father  went  along  to  hear  him  for  the  first  time.  Ou  the  way  he  said  :  "  My  son, 
I  must  give  you  now  my  secret  When  you  were  consecrated  to  Glod  in  baptism, 
your  mother  and  I  gave  you  to  the  Lord,  to  bo  a  minister,  and  we  expected  that 
as  much  as  that  you  should  grow  up.    We  have  kept  it  in.  oiw  ViaB.T\.fisK^  ■na-*. 
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praying  and  working  all  the  while  for  this  result."  The  young  man^s  eyes  were 
suffused  with  tears  of  gratitude  that  he  had  had  parents  to  embrace  him  with 
themselvea,  in  such  a  covenant  with  God,  and  that  he  had  this  confirmation  of  his 
call  to  preach  the  gospel.  * 


Anothbr  Instance. — A  young  woman  desired  to  go  out  as  a  foreign  mlssionarj. 
Upon  examination  as  to  her  constitution  and  health,  she  was  not  allowed  to  go. 
She  was  married,  and,  in  prophecy  of  her  faith,  she  named  her  firstborn  after  a  dis- 
tiuguished  missionary,  trusting  to  God  to  be  mindful  of  hb  covenant  with  her. 
She  soon  died.  The  father,  with  his  family,  removed  to  the  wilds  of  the  West 
What  now  will  become  of  that  covenant?  God  will  still  be  mindful  of  it.  As 
the  child  grows  up,  a  Christian  college  also  grows  up  in  his  region.  Educated 
there  and  at  a  Western  seminary,  he  goes  out  to  Home  Missionary  work.  In  this 
he  catches  the  spirit  of  foreign  missions.  He  goes  to  Africa  and  is  successful  and 
happy  in  his  field.  The  mother  had  been  taken  away  from  the  privilege  of  train- 
ing her  son ;  but  God  was  mindful  of  liis  covenant,  and  honored  her  faith  by  ac- 
cepting her  son  as  her  substitute  in  the  missionary  life. 


In  North-western  Michigan. — I  am  making  an  effort  to  reach  the  Catholic 
children  in  a  Bohemian  settlement,  near  by.  An  Irishman  had  proposed  to  some 
of  the  men  to  get  me  to  come  and  preach  in  their  school-house ;  but  they  only 
laughed  at  him.  So  I  said  :  "  We  will  not  call  it  *  preaching.'  I  will  make  an 
appointment  to  «tn^,  and  then  I  can  talk  as  much  as  I  like.*'  I  went  into  the  well- 
filled  log  school-house,  and  made  my  appointment. 

The  next  Sabbath  I  took  with  me  three  of  my  children.  Such  was  the  enthusi- 
asm, the  children  had  been  there  an  hour  and  a  half  before  the  time,  and  we  had 
a  house  full  All  entered  into  the  exercise  with  eagerness,  while  we  sang  *'  Gos- 
pel Hymns,"  for  an  hour,  freely  interspersed  with  simple  gospel  truth.  Wc  hope 
it  was  for  good.  Numbers  of  adults  were  present  If  we  can  get  the  children 
interested,  we  feel  sure  of  drawing  in  the  older  ones.  An  aged  Irishman  said  to 
me :  **  I  am  getting  old,  and  I  feel  that  it  is  time  for  me  to  be  thinking  of  something 
else  besides  this  world."  He  was  rejoiced  at  the  prospect  of  hearing  the  gospel 
preached  and  sung. 


"  What  shall  the  Harvest  be  ? " — Away  out  on  the  Kansas  prairie,  in  the 
Union  Sunday-school  at  Milf ord,  a  family  became  interested  in  the  Sunday-school 
work.  In  the  spring  of  '77  they  took  an  overland  journey  to  California,  with  the 
"  God-speed  "  of  the  friends  left  behind.  The  journey  was  long  and  hard.  Across 
broad  prairies,  and  great  rivers,  they  toiled  through  the  muddy  spring,  and  in 
the  heat  of  summer  passed  the  waterless  deserts  of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona,  for 
months  enduring  hardships,  and  privations,  and  toil,  that  would  dishearten  any 
but  brave  souls,  before  they  reached  their  journey's  end. 

But  God  was  with  them,  and  once  in  a  new  home,  their  hearts  yearned  to  see 
there  the  privileges  left  at  the  old.  Homesick,  in  a  strange  land,  they  took  the  true 
remedy.  They  went  to  work.  Let  a  letter  from  our  good  sister  tell  the  i*est  of  the 
story :  **  I  ipust  tell  you  of  our  Sunday-school.  We  have  got  up  quite  a  nice  one. 
We  have  five  teachers,  and  as  many  scholars  as  each  can  attend  to.  We  have  sent 
for  thirty  *  Lesson  Leaves,'  and  five  Teachers'  Magazines.  I  have  a  fine  class  of 
little  girls,  and  we  get  along  mceVj.    M.^  hMLaband  teaches  the  class  of  older  oDei 
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"  I  want  you  to  thank  the  school  for  the  papers  they  sent  me.  I  was  very  glad  to 
get  them,  and  they  have  done  a  good  work.  Ask  them  to  remember  us  in  their 
prayers,  for  I  feel  we  need  them. 

**  Sometimes  I  feel  ready  to  give  up  discouraged,  and  then  when  I  think  of  you 
all  at  home ;  of  the  good  friends  there,  of  the  Sunday-school  we  took  so  much 
comfort  in,  then  I  take  fresh  courage,  and  try  with  my  might  to  do  all  I  can 
here." 

There  are  a  thousand  little  struggling  communities  in  the  new  States  and  Terri- 
tories, where  the  unused  and  thrown-aside  periodicals,  children's  papers,  .and 
jbraries  of  more  favored  families  and  Sunday-schools,  at  the  East,  would  do  a 
blessed  work.  Can  they  not  be  gathered  up  and  distributed?  The  harvest  of 
even  such  an  easy  sowing  would  be  souls  saved  for  Christ. 


On  thb  Frontibb. — ^The  advance  in  our  Sunday-school  has  been  steady  and 
healthf uL  We  have  lately  been  cheered  by  outride  help.  A  friend  from  Illinois 
visited  our  school,  and  after  a  pleasant  little  speech,  handed  the  pastor  two  silver 
dollars  to  buy  a  Bible,  to  be  given,  at  the  end  of  six  weeks,  to  the  scholar  who 
had  been  most  faithful  and  efficient  as  a  recruiting  officer. 

A  few  weeks  later,  a  party  of  excursionists  spent  Sunday  here.  A  dozen  or 
more  attended  our  services,  and  before  leaving  the  hall,  made  up  a  purse  of  $20 
to  buy  books  and  papers  for  the  schooL  We  are  favored  with  an  energetic  super- 
intendent, secretary,  and  other  helpers. 

Three  months  ago  we  were  deprived  of  the  use  of  our  meeting-room ;  but  the 
Lord  turned  it  for  good.  A  lady,  much  interested  in  our  undertaking,  fixed  up 
the  basement  of  a  cottage,  and  we  were  better  lodged  than  before,  with  the  assur- 
ance of  undisputed  use  of  our  new  home.  Then  some  of  faint  heai*t  proposed  the 
closing  of  the  school  for  the  winter ;  but  this  was  quietly  and  good-naturedly 
resisted.  And  the  school  continued  to  the  last  Sabbath  of  the  year,  with  good 
attendance  and  interest,  and  unanimous  testimony  that  it  would  have  been  a  grave 
mistake  to  have  closed  as  suggested. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  out  of  twenty -nine  successive  Sabbaths,  on  which 
we  crossed  the  river  for  this  work,  only  one  was  at  all  unfavorable  from  high 
winds  and  rain.    Our  little  enterprise  has  stimulated  the  whole  neighborhood. 


Ik  Northbrn  MiCHiaAN. — The  missionaries  of  this  Society  here  are  commonly 
pioneers  in  the  Sunday-school  work.  They  are  not  fond  of  building  on  other 
men's  foundations.  In  seven  counties  recently  settled,  comprising  a  territory  of 
more  than  4,000  square  miles — a  region  about  the  size  of  Connecticut — the  firat 
Sunday-schools  were  organized  by  the  missionaries  of  this  Society.  The  Grand 
Traverse  Congregational  Conference  was  in  existence,  with  nine  churches  and 
twice  as  many  Sunday-schools  in  five  different  counties,  before  any  other  Sunday- 
school  missionary  had  seen  that  region.  Of  thirty-three  Congregational  churches 
organized  in  Northern  Michigan,  during  the  last  four  years,  twenty-one  were  at 
points  unoccupied  by  other  denominations.  All  these  new  churches  of  course 
have  Sunday -schools  connected  with  them.  Commonly  the  missionaries  who  serve 
them  take  care  of  two,  three,  or  more  schools  each.  These  &rem.Q%lV^^\^O0cvSx^ 
name  and  reality,  union  schools. 
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rhich  tfaej  tam 


m  have  unequal  facilities  for  making  the  schools  which  tfaej  B 
plant  (lonnanaiit  and  saccesatul.  Tliose  who  love  the  Hundaj -school  ma;  find 
Tierc  a  moet  bupeft)]  field  for  the  boslownient  of  their  charicieo.  Whatever  out' 
fide  tic]|i  these  schuoU  receive  must  come  from  tbusc  who  help  our  chQrchea.  TIm 
need,  is  real  and  pruaiiig.  There  has  been  aa  yet  no  adequate  respoQso.  The  aue- 
«ii>i>ikrie*  who  repreaent  other  societies  and  u^CDcies,  have  means  i>at  into  theii 
hands  with  wbioh  they  can  help  goncrouslj  the  schools  they  plant.  Oui  Horn* 
MiosiunikHes  are,  aa  yet,  left  with  little  means  to  help  their  echoola.  Tliis  is  ool 
wise.  There  is  certainly  no  other  naj  in  which  our  Icind  of  schools  and  chun-boi 
can  render  so  effective  aid  to  the  Sunduy-school  work  of  this  land,  as  to  furnish  a 
3lume  Missionaries  with  the  small  cquipiiitnt  of  b'loks  and  paperu  they  nerd  to 
make  thi'ir  schools  aucceasful.  This  is  nut  nrged  on  denominational  grounds,  oi 
as  a  matter  of  eectarioa  inten-sts  at  all.  But  obviously,  when  we  bav«  a  gi 
work  of  our  own  ou  bund,  it  is  not  wise  to  leave  that  undone,  on  tbo  plea  of  hvlp- 
ing  on  the  Christian  work  of  the  world  in  general. 


Not  Tai.kino  Back. — There  was  a  very  poor  family  in  mj  field,  and  ss  dsdbI  in 
Bucli  cases,  a  large  numlicr  of  children.     The  mother  and  daughter  were  weak- 
minded,  and  had  fits.     Often  both  hod  them  at  the  same  tioie.     The  husband  and 
fiitlier  was  not  kind,  but  quarreled  fearfuUj  with  his  wife,  and  what  with  t?>e  IBs, 
and  the  poverty,  aiid  the  wrangling,  the  family  were  asorc  trial  to  their  neighbors. 
One  excellent  Christian  woman,  trying  to  heal  the  discords  in  tbe  hou&ohold,  oiged 
the  wife  not  to  retort  upon  lier  husliand,  nor  make  any  rcplj  to  him,  when  he  w 
croaa  and  abusive.     Finally  she  extorted  from  the  poor  woman  n  promise  that  s 
would  not  "  talk  back  "  to  her  husliand.     Some  daya  afterwards  she  came  in  wt 
a  pitiful  tale  of  her  husband's  unkind  words.     "Well,"  said  the  g'M>d  woma 
"  did  not  you  talk  back  to  him  and  irritate  him  ?  "   "  No,  I  did  not  say  a  word  lit 
biiu.     1  just  put  my  hand  over  my  mouth,  and  kept  eayiug  in  a  low  tono  to  mjcelf, 
donkey,  donkey,  donkey ! — and  it  seems  aa  though  it  made  him  crosser  than  it  did 
when  I  talked  back."     Moral :  Don't  ''  talk  hack,"  even  to  jouraclf. 


lircfipts,  in  Jtkmirr,  for  .Sniiila|-St|<rol  Murk. 

(DonationB  intended  for  the  Simday-acbool  Work  of  the  A.  H.  M.  S.  sboold  be  *• 
dceigniLtcd  at  the  time  nf  sending.  Remittanoes  should  bo  addressed  to  Alex'b  H. 
Cl.APP,  Treas..  Bible  House,  Kew  York.  Post-offioe  orders  should  be  drawn  on  St*. 
lionD.,  New  York  Citj.] 
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MISSIONARY  BOXES. 

I'V.r  inuriv  y«*:irs  thi-^  lu'ii*.-  ••!  «.in  •  hiircii*  s  ii.i\t'  ru-lpf-'i  ihij*  S«n^ii-ty  uinl  cheers-'] 
till*  hull!. ..  .if  .1.-  •!ii^-i«>nirli  •  witli  li..\.  ^  ..f  <l..thiii:/  :iii'l  i»th»r  iis«:fiil  :irric!f«.  Tb 
riiTitiiiuaiM*'  of  ii:«'-<«  favor."  i-  larin'stiy  >nj.ci!tM|.  Tn  stiun*  sati>»farri»ry  preparation 
ainl  ju-t  <li-«triljiriii>ii,  attt-mioM  is  in\i!»'il  i<i  xUf  foHi.wiiijr  >r.irL«"»*»^t.i«ni.- 

As  to  Designated  Boxes. 

1.  Apph  Hi  tin.' S«'rrfiiari»'.«»  ai  tli«'  li.M«'  II'U-«' t'.»  "lisi^rnaii- ^oini*  family.  Th»7 
<'aii  n«*iially  funii>li  Tin-  j:»'«*«'sK»ry  faci^  '"f  a  fuil  •l«<criptit»n  at  inn**'. 

*J.  If  a  family  is  -««!iM'j»il  iMilrpi'iulcutly  i»f  th«-  Si  rn-tarif"««,  imtify  tli»'ni  \viT.h«'Ut 
<l»*lay,  •«•>  a^  to  ;^uar«l  a;:aiij.-t  a  'luplioation  i.l  ;fift.s 

.1.  WIh'ii  tin*  li.i\  i-  Ill-ally  n-aiiy.  \\rit«*  in  thr  St 'i-n 'tariff  for  tln»  proper  fni'jlt 
a«l«lr».s-i  •»*.'  th"'  M (•-■!:« »ii,iry  -in»t  alway-  ihf  >anni  as  his  p<isiotJi(»f  addrrs-* ;  and  Yw  mav 
havf  ••liaii'^<  d  hi^  r*  .'•id«.*ijf«-  iiit>aiiw(>ili*. 

I  Mark  :hi-  l»"\  plaint  and  intl»Iilily  ;  fa.«.trn  it  swiindy  ai^ainst  hanl  wvipc ;  alJ 
M'Uil  *ft.''n't  ]t\  ri'-pon^ifiif  forwanitTH.  always  takiu)^  tlir.ir  n*««eipt.s.  I>o  /«/./  <^^l\^\  a 
di'si'4nat»d  lin\  './/  *»-'///  '/ tff   //'•'•    Iffft-  a  !i«'i-dU*-i*«  <;xfM!ii.s«'. 

').  Mail  a  ii^t  of  it%  »'o!:t»rii>  io  tm-  M:.«i«.ij»nary.  ih**  nanift  of  tho  liiie  by  which  iti'- 
-••Ml,  thr  dat«'  t>f  ^tartiiij".  :nj«"l  tin'  addii-*-  nf  .«oiii«;  one?  to  whnni  \iv  may  diirrt  hi.- 
JiM'T  of  a<*iwUo\vl«'dt»"nn'!il. 

'i  Niitify  lli««  S<iT«ta!o'K.  nl.wn.  i,f  i(s  forwardinir ;  statiujjf  its  *Miinat-<'d  valu«»  for 
ackr.o'.vl'd/nn-nt  in  tin*  //•'.//»  Mi>Si'tn,.n  ii,  and  •*n».'losinir,  for  "  t'ru'o/tf '"  wliat  thr*  don<>r> 
ar»'  .villi. i.r  to  iiivi"  Tin'  ••.v:m»  amount  ii«;«'«-."sary  rannt»t  h*)  known  till  tin*  ln.»v  r<*ai'h»"< 
its  ili'siination.  uln-n  tin*  M:<^ioiiary  will  nporl  it.  an<l  he  n>iinhurs<.'d  in  lii^  next  draft 
fiom  llu*  •»irnM'.      //  i\  'r'l  •'{>*  :'•'  sfii'l  fitft'n y  in  f/o  f">x. 

As  to  Undesignated  Boxes. 

T»y  roa^-oij  rif  si»;knrs«:.  tir.-.  <»r  t»»li«T  unfon"ft<M;n  <'Vi*nis.  a  family  sometimes  nrtnl^ 
/•'..v,M/.".//f  s;ipplii'«..  It  i»  th«.T«-f<  rt*  lif-ira^ilf  thai  soiii«»  hox«.*>  of  ^uh>tuntial  i>ntrraii*i 
iiiid»'r  I'lothinjj,  lioiis»'k«'«*piny  iromN.  i-tc  ,  !••;  plar^-tl  at  tlif  dis|»osal  of  ilu'  St-rr^tariev 
1.  Put  int'i  ••aril  of  thr.s.  ho\i'"  a  list  of  it<  fi.ntt-nt^;  iIr*  name  nf  rho  as.<40ci&tiou 
itr  in»li\i(lnal  from  wliom  it  «*»>m's.  aj.il  tin-  a'Mr«ss  of  ih<*  pt:r.s«»n  to  whom  tln^  n.isMoQ' 
arv  mav  sijnd  his  It  tn-r  <d"  arknt«\\li'l'm'^nr. 

*J  Mark  tin*  lio\  •*  Amrrii'an  Ilomr  Mi.«»-iionary  Socii-ly,  HihK*  Houm*,  A<tor  PLui*. 
NfW   York."  M  i«iiM  '  f-n-  n.iift'   "/  ''"    ;•.'/'•'    •/•'////  irhirh  it  ''•nnf.t. 

''\.  Writ'-  t.»  tin-  "^  •••nt  i;i«^H.  -tatinir  tli.-  tim»»  '.vlirn,  auii  the  lin**  by  whirh  ifu-  Kn 
wa«<  '••••nt.  it'  fMimai«<l  valuf.  nnd  /ivii.;^"  a  (:>*  I'f  <'t,„tt /,fs  t«>  irnidi*  in  tho  asMguiuciit 
•  »f  till*  Im>\.  r.i'  (!ar<^f  !»i  t«»  ."^ta'!-  tin-  ^-ir  t>f  th«'  .uluits,  and  tin-  ''.'/'■*  'nn/  st.r  i»f  chiiilrt'h 
t'i«r  wiiom  \\',i'  ••lr»ti»inu"  i>  intcnth  «1.  a-^  Imxi  *•  an'  not  op(>n«'il  at   tlw.*  otliiM*.       Not  every 

aitirl'^   max    hv  titiitl  to  tin'  famil>  n ivin'_r  it,  i»ut  n»'ij.diiM»rini^  nii<sionarifts  are  iii 

tilt    \\:iy  of   iiiakin^r  -mli  txclriniri'S  wiiii  • -u-ii  oth«?r,  tliai  ••v<ry  thin^  will   find  its 
pla«''"  ami  «i-»'. 

4     Inrlci-f  m«.niy  for  frri-jfht. 

Boxes  are  no  Part  of  a  Missionary's  Salary. 

T'n*  Noi'i.'iy  i»-<mI-.  ;hf  -am*-  aiiuHiui  ol  monry,  in  .mlir  t<»  iin*cl  jiroinpt-y  iU 
:  1  ijfilati.iMN  with  it-  mi.-.vioii;iii«"<.  a.-  if  ii'»  i-oxr^  wm-  for\var«l*^d  ;  and  ii  woulil  J»r  i:«' 
la\or  Til  I  >ui.--ionir\  »o  r-'criM-  a  l»o\,  it",  as  a  4-on«.«'«iui'ncr  of  it.  tin-  aun-'tiiit  of  Uioai-y 
5  Int.  \\«i!ild  ••tiitTvvi-i-  hi-  .-•  nl  him  iim-t.  l-i"  pr<»portiMnati'Iy  diminished. 

Wi- Irii-t  tin  fii'ii'!.- tif  tin-  Horn.-  Mi-si«.nar\  ransM,  ih«-H'fon^.  will  svv  to  if  t!i:it 
tli«,\  -.iivi  !.i.n»- tiif  1..-.-  ni«-n«y.  in  (Minsfqutnce  of  thtir  irivinjj  othiT  things  that  ar** 
Ji»  •  --"ul  unil  ••t.iijvi'uieut 


THE  HOME  MISSIONAKT. 

This  Monthly  ia  furnished  at  sixty  ccutn  a  year,  postage  paid.  Tlie  subscription 
price  could  not  w^Il  l)e  less.  Its  whole  prcsc:ut  Issue  should  ;(o  to  actual  Kuhscribers. 
But,  unless  they  prefer  to  pay,  it  will  be  seiit/r<?e,  as  heretofore,  to  Lif«?  Directors  ami 
Life  Members ;  Missionaries  of  the  Society  and  its  Auxiliaries :  Miui^xt^^rs  securing  a 
yearly  collection  for  it  in  their  congrejrations  ;  also,  to  every  individual.  Association, 
or  Congregation,  one  copy  for  every  ten  flrfUitrH  collected  and  paid  oyer  to  the  Ko<.'iety 
or  an  Auxiliary.  Suitable  names  should  accompany  the  payment.  Piistors  are  earnestly 
requested  to  serve  Home  Missions  by  promoting  the  usi?  of  this  Journal  at  tnc>  Monthly 
Concert  and  among  their  fieople. 

Immediate  notice  of  discontinuance  or  change  of  post-office  uildress  should  be  given. 


APPLICATIONS  FOR  AD). 

Con^egations  desiring  aid  should  apply  at  once  aft^r  finding  a  minister.  They 
should  make  a  full  statement  of  the  facts  in  their  condition  and  prospects  which  justify 
an  application.     They  should  also  give  these  particulars,  viz.  :-  • 

L'opuJation  of  the  place. 

Names  of  the  church  or  churches^  and  preaching  stations. 

Number  of  communicants. 

Average  number  of  attciiidauts  on  public  worship. 

Denomination  and  size  of  contiguous  congregationK. 

Names  and  distances  of  the  nearest  ('ougregutional  churches. 

Mini.ster\s  full  name  and  post-office  address :  Town,  County.  State. 

Whether  he  resides  on  his  field  of  labor. 

Whether  he  has  any  other  calling  than  that  of  the  niinibtry. 

Whether  ho  is  now,  or  is  expected  io  become  the  jnistor  of  the  church. 

What  his  credentials  are. 

The  number  of  persons  composing  his  family. 

Total  amount  uf  salary  proposed. 

Amount  ple<lged  by  the  i>eople,  and  how  .secured. 

Whether  the  minister  ha.s  also,  the  use  of  a  parsonage. 

Whether  aid  is  exiXH.-ted  from  any  other  sourtrc. 

The  least  amount  that  will  suffice  from  this  Society. 

The  amount  receive«l  from  this  Srwiety  last  year. 

Whether  a  less  amount  will  probably  be  needed  next  year. 

Amount  contributed  to  this  Society  last  year. 

Date  of  the  desired  commission. 

The  application  mu.st  be  signed  by  the  officers  of  the  church,  where  there  is  one, 
and  by  the  trustees  or  a  committee  of  the  congregation. 

If  the  ecclesia.stical  body,  within  whose  limit.s  the  congregation  is  I'uiind.  lias  ;i 
*'  Committee  of  Missions,"  the  members  of  that  committee  shouM  C4'itify  tlu-M?  state- 
ments, the  standing  of  the  minister,  his  prospects  of  iiselulucss  there,  and  in«lorse  the 
application.  If  no  such  "Committee  of  Missitnis  "  exists,  the  application  shouhl  be 
indorse<l  by  two  or  more  neighboring  clergymen,  ae([uanitfMl  with  tin;  facts.  It'  no 
church  or  congregation  Ls  yet  gathered,  applicants  will  folk»w  the  .same  course,  iw  far 
as  practicable. 

Applications,  after  being  so  indorsed,  should  be  sent  to  the  Superintendent  ^or 
Secretary  of  the  Auxiliary )  for  the  region  where  the  aj^plicants  rcsitb;. 

Approprifition.s.  as  a  rule,  bear  the  tlate  of  a  pnm^tn't!  ;»pplicatioii  ;  .mtl  they 
never  cover  more  than  one  yt;ar.  If  further  aid  be  needi-d  a  new  application  is 
requirt^l,  containing  all  the  particulars  named  alxive.  and  indorsed  as  befon*.  To  this 
the  etrtifl**^ftt'  of  the  mim^mnry.  that  the  t'oiifirff'ition  h*tit  fnlfiUnf  its  jifirion.s  iJttf'/ta  f/r 
his  Hu//p<*rt,  mnat  be  added. 

For  the  address  of  Superintendents  and  Seitretaries  of  AiixiliaritJ.s,  st-e  p.  -1  of  cover. 


FORM  OF  A  BEQUEST. 

I  bequeath  to  my  ex«;cut^>rs  the  sum  «)f  dollars,  ///  h'ost,  lo  j»ay  over 

the  (tame  in  after  my  decease,  to  the  |X'r>nn  wlio.  whm  the  >ame  is 

I>ayable.  shall  act  as  Treasurer  of  the  .'\meri<".an  Home  .Mis.^ioiiary  Society,  formed  in 
the  City  of  New  York,  in  the  year  eighte<'n  hundred  and  twi  iity-si>c,  U\  Uv.  Vk.wV\s.A  \,v\ 
the  charitable  uses  and  pur]>oses  of  said  Society ,  u.iu\  vvuOlv-t  '\\.s.  tWtvoAXviM. 


/' 
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Mk.   WILLIAM   IIKNRV  SMITH,    Tre.tHvr.r. 

\\\vr\r[i\z  CoMMirrEF.:— Mil.  JOHN  11.  lIVXrHINSt^S.  f  hair  man  ;  MTi.  <\  R.  IIOP.FKT:  Hm 
.SIMllON  1'.  CHHTENDKN:  ItEV.  WILLIAM  I.  BUl)lNi;T«»N-,  D.IV.  Mil  CWLVIN  i  .  Wi»0L\VORTl 
Ukv.  WM.  M  1A\  r.Oi:.  I».l».:  Mb.  .ions  \V1LI:V:  Miu  •"'H.\K!ii:s  ABEUNKTUY  :  -.viiH  IV-  ni-n.b-'ix 
.,rT,P„,_v;/. .  \l  SI'fN  ABr.OTT,  lisij.,  Ilrcoiu>u«G  Si'.f:nKTAiiY.  thi*  Tii>A>*rHfJi  anJ  i5i'.'  s-kc-kfiaw 
r  III  rr>RR»i"<'>Ni>i:Ni:r. 


COMMUNICATIONS 

Re^iitiiiff  t<»  tlie   jjrt'ii*ir«I    business  of   tliu   Society,  may  lie   mldresKCHl    to    i«ither  of 

St!cr«t^irio„s  for  Corresi)on<len«.*e. 

DONATIONS    AND    SUBSCRIPTIONS, 

III    Dnifts,    ('lioi'ks,    llt^jfistonMl    Lpttcrs,    or   PoHl.-Office   Orxl«-rs,    may    U*   .iJi]re>Hed 
William  IIknut  Smith,  Trcwurer,  Biblo  Hoii.*ie,  Aslor  Plaoo,  X«>\  York. 

A    payment  of  $30   constitutes  a  Life  Member:    SI 00  a  Life  Direct 

PoMt-Offloe  Orders  should  be  drawn  on  STATION  D,  New  Tork  Cltj. 
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MISSIONART  BOXES. 

For  many  jears  the  ladies  of  our  churchefi  have  helped  this  Society  and  cheered 
the  honie.^  of  its  missionaries  with  boxes  of  clothing  and  other  useful  articles.  The 
continuxmee  of  these  favors  in  *.»arue8tly  solicited .  To  secure  satisfactoiy  prepozatioD 
and  just  distribution,  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  suggestions. 

r 

As  to  Designated  Boxes. 

1 .  Apply  to  the  Secretaries  at  the  Bible  House  to  designate  some  family.  They 
can  usually  furnish  the  necessary  facts  of  a  full  description  at  once. 

2.  If  a  family  is  selected  independently  of  the  Secretaries,  notify  them  without 
delay,  so  as  to  guard  against  a  duplication  of  gifte. 

3.  When  the  box  is  nearly  ready,  write  to  the  Secretaries  for  the  proper  freight 
address  of  the  Missionary — not  always  the  same  as  his  post-office  address ;  and  he  may 
have  changed  his  residence  meanwhile. 

4.  Mark  the  box  plainly  and  Indelibly  ;  fasten  it  securely  against  hard  usage ;  and 
send  direct  by  responsible  forwarders,  always  taking  their  receipts.  Do  not  send  a 
designaticd  box  bj/  way  of  the  Bible  House — a  needless  expense. 

5.  Mail  a  list  of  its  contents  to  the  Missionary,  the  name  of  the  line  by  which  it  is 
sent,  the  date  of  starting,  and  the  address  of  some  one  to  whom  he  may  direct  his 
letter  of  acknowledgment. 

C.  Notify  the  Secretaries,  also,  of  its  forwarding ;  stating  its  estimated  yalae  for 
acknowledgment  in  the  Home  Missionary^  and  enclosing,  for  *'*' freigJW'*  what  the  donon 
are  willing  to  give.  The  exact  amount  necessary  cannot  be  known  till  the  box  reaches 
its  destination,  when  the  Missionary  wiU  report  it,  and  be  reimbursed  in  his  next  draft 
fzom  the  office.     It  is  not  wise  to  send  money  in  the  box. 

As  to  TTndesignated  Boxes. 

By  reason  of  sickness,  fire,  or  other  unforeseen  events,  a  family  sometimes  needs 
immediate  supplies.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  some  boxes  of  substaiitial  outer  and 
under  clothing,  housekeeping  goods,  etc. ,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretaries. 

1.  Put  into  each  of  Viese  boxes  a  list  of  its  contents;  the  name  of  the  ttssociation 
or  individual  from  whom  it  comes,  and  the  address  of  the  person  to  whom  the  mission- 
ary may  send  his  letter  of  acknowledgment. 

2.  Mark  the  box  ''  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  Bible  House,  Astor  Place, 
New  York,"  adding  the  name  of  the  place  from  whicfi  it  comes. 

3.  Write  to  the  Secretaries,  stating  the  time  when,  and  the  line  by  which  the  box 
was  sent,  it«  estimated  value,  and  giving  a  list  of  contents  to  guide  in  the  assignment 
of  the  box.  Be  careful  to  state  the  me  of  the  adults,  and  the  ages  and  sex  of  children 
for  whom  the  clothing  is  intended,  as  boxes  are  not  opened  at  the  office.  Not  every 
fuiiicle  may  be  fitted  to  the  family  receiving  it,  but  neighboring  missionaries  are  in 
the  way  of  making  such  exchanges  with  each  other,  that  every  thing  will  find  its 
place  and  use. 

4.  Inclose  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Fart  of  a  Missionary's  Salary. 

The  Society  needs  the  same  amount  of  money,  in  order  to  meet  promptly  its 
stipulations  with  its  missionaries,  as  if  no  boxes  were  forwarded ;  and  it  would  be  no 
favor  to  a  missionary  to  receive  a  box,  if,  as  a  consequence  of  it,  the  amount  of  money 
that  would  otherwise  be  sent  him  must  be  proportionately  diminished. 

We  trust  the  friends  of  the  Home  Missionary  cause,  therefore,  will  see  to  it  thsii 
they  give  none  the  less  money,  in  consequence  of  their  giving  other  things  that  are 
needful  and  convenient. 
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HIBSIONABT  BOXSS. 

For  many  years  the  ladies  of  our  ohnrches  have  helped  this  Sodety  and  dieered 
the  homeH  of  its  miiisionaries  A^ith  boxes  of  clothing  and  other  useful  articles.  The 
oontinuance  of  these  favors  is  t^anieHtly  Bolicited.  To  secure  satisfactozy  prepazatiaa 
and  just  distribution,  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  suggestionsL 

As  to  Designated  Boxes. 

1 .  Apply  to  the  Secretaries  at  the  Bible  House  to  designate  some  family.  They 
ean  usually  furnish  the  iiec(^K8ury  fact^i  of  a  full  description  at  onoe. 

2.  If  a  family  is  selectod  independently  of  the  Secretaries,  notify  them  without 
delay,  so  as  to  guard  against  a  duplication  of  gifts. 

ii.  Wlien  the  l)ox  is  nearly  ready,  write  to  the  Secretaries  for  the  proper  freight 
address  of  the  Missionary — not  always  the  same  as  his  post-office  address ;  and  he  may 
have  changed  his  residence  meanwhile. 

4.  Murk  the  box  plainly  and  indelibly  ;  fasten  it  securely  against  hard  usage;  and 
send  (firfct  by  responsible  fon^'arders,  always  taking  their  receipts.  Do  not  send  a 
designated  box  hf/  wai/  of  th:  liable  llmme — a  needless  expense. 

5.  Mail  a  list  of  its  contents  to  the  Missionary,  the  name  of  the  line  by  which  it  is 
sent,  the  date  of  starting,  and  the  address  of  some  one  to  whom  he  may  direct  his 
letter  of  acknowledgment. 

0.  Notify  the  Seoretaries,  also,  of  its  forwarding;  stating  its  estimated  value  for 
acknowledgment  in  the  Hinne  Missionary,  andjenclosing,  for  ^''freight'*'*  what  the  donois 
are  willing  to  give.  The  exact  amount  necessary  cannot  be  known  till  the  box  reaches 
its  destination,  when  the  Missionary  will  report  it,  and  be  reimbursed  in  his  next  dxaft 
from^  the  office.     It  w  iwt  ici^e  to  send  money  in  t?ie  box. 

As  to  Undesignated  Boxes. 

By  reason  of  Bicknoss,  fire,  or  other  unforeseen  events,  a  famfly  sometimeB  needs 
vnmaluitr  supplies.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  some  boxes  of  substantial  outer  and 
under  clotliiug,  housekeeping  goods,  etc. ,  l)e  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  SecretarieSw 

1.  Put  into  each  of  tfteur  boxes  a  list  of  its  contents;  the  name  of  the  association 
or  individual  from  whom  it  comes,  and  the  address  of  the  person  to  whom  the  mission- 
ary may  send  his  letter  of  acknowledjrmont. 

2.  Mark  the  box  *'  Americjui  Home  Missionary  Society,  Bible  House,  Aster  Place, 
New  York,"  adding  ^//^  tunne  of  the  plater  from  which  it  comes. 

'S.  Write  to  the  Secretaries,  stating  the  time  when,  and  the  line  by  which  the  box 
was  sent,  its  estimated  value,  and  giving  a  liitt  of  contents  to  guide  in  the  assignment 
of  the  box.  Be  careful  to  stani  the  size  of  the  adults,  and  the  ages  and  sex  of  children 
for  whom  the  clothing  is  intended,  as  boxes  are  not  opened  at  the  office.  Not  eveiy 
article  may  be  fitted  to  the  fainily  receiving  it,  but  neighboring  missionaries  are  in 
the  way  of  making  such  exchanges  with  each  other,  that  eveiy  thing  will  find  ite 
place  and  use. 

4.  InCilose  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Fart  of  a  Missionary*^  Salary. 

The  Society  needs  the  same  amount  of  money,  in  order  to  meet  promptly  its 
stipulations  with  it«i  mi.s.sionarie8,  as  if  no  boxes  were  forwarded  ;  and  it  would  be  no 
favor  to  a  inissionarj'  to  receive  a  box,  if,  as  a  consecjuence  of  it,  the  amount  of  money 
that  would  otherwise  be  sent  him  must  be  j^roportionately  diminished. 

We  trust  the  friends  of  the  Home  Missioiiarj'  cause,  therefore,  will  see  to  it  that 
they  give  none  the  less  money,  in  consequence  of  their  giving  other  things  that  are 
needful  and  convenient. 
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MISSIONAEY  BOXE& 

For  many  ycfirs  tlio  ladies  of  our  cliurches  have  helped  this  Society  and  cheered 
the  homos  of  its  missionaries  with  boxes  of  clothing  and  other  useful  articles.  The 
continuance  of  these  favors  is  earnestly  solicited.  To  secure  satisfactoiy  preparatioii 
and  just  distributioni  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  suggestiona 

As  to  Designated  Boxes.  * 

1.  Apply  to  the  Socretaries  at  the  Bible  House  to  designate  some  family.  They 
ean  usually  furnish  the  necessary  facts  of  a  full  description  at  once. 

2.  If  a  family  is  selected  independently  of  the  Secretaries^  notify  them  without 
delay,  so  as  to  guard  against  a  duplication  of  gifts. 

3.  When  the  box  is  nearly  ready,  write  to  the  Secretaries  for  the  proper  freight 
address  of  the  Missionary — not  always  the  same  as  his  post-office  address ;  and  he  may 
have  changed  his  residence  meanwhile. 

4.  Mark  the  box  plainly  and  indelibly  ;  fasten  it  securely  against  hard  usage ;  and 
send  direct  by  responsible  fon^-arders,  always  taking  their  receipts.  Do  not  send  a 
designated  box  by  way  of  tJu  li'Me  Hmise — a  needless  expense.   . 

5.  Mail  a  list  of  its  contents  to  the  Missionary,  the  name  of  the  line  by  which  it  is 
sent,  the  date  of  starting,  and  the  address  of  some  one  to  whom  he  may  direct  his 
letter  of  acknowledgment. 

G.  Notify  the  Secretaries,  also,  of  its  forwarding;  stating  its  estimated  value  for 
acknowledgment  in  the  Ilmne  MUsionary,  and  enclosing,  for  ^''freigW  what  the  donors 
are  willing  to  give.  The  exact  amount  neces.sary  cannot  be  known  till  the  box  reaches 
its  destination,  when  the  Missionary  will  report  it,  and  be  reimbursed  in  his  next  draft 
from  the  office.     It  is  not  wise  to  send  money  in  the  box. 

As  to  Undesignated  Boxe& 

By  reason  of  sickness,  fire,  or  other  unforeseen  events,  a  family  sometimes  needs 
imvudiate  supplies.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  some  boxes  of  substantial  outer  and 
under  clothing,  housekeeping  gocxls,  etc. ,  be  phiced  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretaries. 
1.  Put  into  each  of  these  boxes  a  list  of  its  contents;  the  name  of  the  association 
or  individual  from  whom  it  comes,  arid  the  address  of  the  person  to  whom  the  mission- 
ary may  send  his  letter  of  acknowltMlgment. 

2.  Mark  the  box  "  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  Bible  House,  Astor  Place, 
New  York,"  adding  the  ntunc  of  the  pltce  frcnn  whicli  it  comes. 

i*J.  Write  to  the  Secretaries,  stating  the  time  when,  and  the  line  by  which  the  box 
was  .sent,  its  estimated  value,  and  giving  a  list  of  eontents  to  guide  in  the  assignment 
of  the  box.  Be  careful  to  state  the  size  of  the  adults,  and  the  ages  and  sex  of  children 
for  whom  the  clothing  is  intended,  as  boxes  are  not  oi>eued  at  the  office.  Not  every 
article  may  be  fitted  to  the  family  receiving  it,  but  neighboring  missionaries  are  in 
the  way  of  making  such  exchanges  with  each  other,  that  every  thing  will  find  its 
place  and  use. 

4.  Inclose  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Fart  of  a  Missionary's  Salary. 

The  Society  needs  the  same  amount  of  money,  in  order  to  meet  promptly  its 
stipulations  with  its  missionaries,  as  if  no  boxes  were  forwarded  ;  and  it  would  be  no 
favor  to  a  missionary  to  receive  a  box,  if,  as  a  consequence  of  it,  the  amount  of  money 
that  would  otherwise  be  sent  him  must  be  i)roportiouately  diminished. 

Wo  trust  the  friends  of  the  Home  Missionary  cause,  therefore,  will  see  to  it  that 
they  jjfivi^  mmv  th<r  loss  nionoy,  in  consoqnonco  of  their  giving  other  things  that  are 
uoedfiil  a/nl  ••nnvoniont 
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MISSIONABT  BOXES. 

For  many  years  the  la-lios  nf  our  clmrchcB  have  helped  this*Society  and  cheered 
thf  hoiin's  uf  itK  iiiiH>)i<ni:irit;s  with  boxcsj  i»f  clothing  and  other  useful  articles.  The 
«;initinu;in<5o  of  tlie^:  favor**,  is  ••rimt-sily  •'oliuiicd.  To  srjrure  satiHfactory  prepantion 
aud  ju»t  distrilmtioiii  attention  i.<3  invitoil  lo  t\w  following  snggut<tioziii. 

As  to  Designated  Boxe& 

1.  Apply  tn  th«*  Sri?rc'turic.-.  at  tli<!  llibk'  Iloase  to  dr»«lgnate  some  family.  They 
r:m  usually  furnish  th<:  n(M'<'.'vH:iry  facts  (if  a  full  drscription  at  once. 

*2.  If  a  family  is  t^.'luoti'd  indcp«;udt!ntly  of  the  Secretaries,  notify  them  without 
flclay,  Ko  an  to  guard  against  a  dupiicatii>n  of  gifts. 

:\.  \Vhoii  thii  box  Lh  nearly  ri*ady.  writ^  to  the  Secretaries  for  the  proper  freight 
nddn:s.<  of  tile  !Mi.ssionary— not  always  the  i^ame  as  his  post-otficc  address;  aud  he  may 
have  chan^i:d  hi.s  rfsiib-ni'i^  nioanwhib'. 

4.  Mark  tho  box  plainly  ami  iinlilibly  ;  fasten  it  securely  against  hard  usage;  and 
Hciul  liirn't  by  r«">p')ii.<iblo  forwarders,  always  taking  their  receipts.  Do  fHtt  send  a 
de.^igMattid  box  '♦//  ''"''.'/  "f  ^'"  •'■'"''   //""-''^--a  needless  expense. 

0.  M:»il  a  list  of  its  (ront* nt.^  to  the  Missionary,  the  name  of  tho  line  bv  which  it  is 
•sent,  thodate  of  start  iii;^,  and  ihc  address  of  stiine  one  to  whom  he  may  direct  his 
letter  of  n'-knowlud^'iiioiit:. 

(J.  Nuiify  tbo  Si'or«tari«'s.  also.  <^if  its  forwarding;  stating  its  estimated  value  for 
ac;knowlrdirin«'iit  in  tli«:  Ihoitc  Mlnshni'tnj,  and  enclosing,  for  "*' J'reigliC^  what  the  donon 
are  willing  to  frjve.  Tlio  fxact  amount  n«!iTs.«ary  cannot  \>e.  known  till  the  box  reaches 
its  destination,  when  the  !Mis.<ionary  will  ro])iirt  it.  and  be  reimburaed  in  his  next  dxaft 
from  the  ollicc.     It  is  nut  irUc  Vj  ttt  ml  mo  in  if  in  the.  box. 

As  to  TJndesig^nated  Boxes. 

15y  reason  of  sicl:n«^~<.  fii"".  or  other  unforeseen  events,  a  family  sometimes  needs 
imtihi/htfc  supplies.  It  is  thi'rffuro  desirable  that  some  lioxos  of  subst^mtial  outer  and 
under  olothing,  hon!-"k«'ppin;(^  ^.^imh.Is.  eti'  ,  bo  i)]aci'd  at  the  dispo.sal  of  the  Secretaries. 

1.  Tut  into  curb  of  f/ityc  boxos  a  list  of  its  contents;  the  name  of  the  ussociKtion 
or  in«livi«hial  frf)m  whom  it  conns,  aiid  the  address  of  the  person  to  whom  the  mission- 
ary mav  send  his  lotitT  of  ac'kn«.»wbMl'j-m«Ma. 

2.  Mark  tlu;  box  *'  Amoriraii  Ifomr  Missionary  Society.  Bible  House,  Astor  Place. 
New  York."  addini,'-  ///<■  /af/nr  "f  the  //''■•<■  'A-m  \rhifh  it  c^>mt:-s. 

•^  Write  to  tlw.»  Sccrctarins,  stitin«,'  th<;  time  when,  and  the  line  by  which  the  box 
was  'iont.  it**  estimated  valui*.  and  trivin;;  a  /^v/  ofr/mfi'tifn  tp  guide  in  the  assignment 
of  tho  box.  Ho  careful  lo  stuo  th»'  .si:t  of  the  adults,  and  the  fi(/ejf  and  sex  of  children 
for  whom  tbo  olothing  is  inteiub-d,  as  bi»x».'H  are  not  opened  at  the  office.  Not  every 
article  may  bo  tittod  to  tho  family  rocoiving  it,  buo  neighboring  missionaries  are  in 
the  way  of  making  such  exchanges  with  each  other,  that  cveo'  thing  will  find  iti 
place  and  us«\ 

4.   Inclose  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Fart  of  a  Missionary's  Salary. 

The  Society  uoimIh  tho  same  amount  <if  money,  in  order  to  meet  promptly  its 
8tii>nlations  with  its  missionarios,  as  if  no  boxes  wore  forwarded  ;  and  it  would  be  no 
favor  to  a  missiorjary  t^  rrrc«Mvo  a  box,  if.  as  a  consoquence  of  it,  the  amount  of  money 
that  would  othorwiso  bo  s'tnt  him  must  b»!  proj)ortionatcly  diroiuiahed. 

Wo  tnist  tin-  friouvls  of  tho  Ilc^mt,-  iMi-^si«»nary  cause,  therefore,  will  see  to  it  that 
they  givir  nonf  the  los4  money,  in  conseipiouce  of  their  giving  other  things  that  are 
needful  aud  convenient. 
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MIBBIOHABT  BOXSCL 

For  many  jean  the  ladies  of  our  churches  have  helped  this  Society  and  dieersd 
the  homeH  of  its  missionaries  with  boxes  of  clothing  and  othf^r  useful  articles.  The 
oontinuance  of  thcHo  favors  in  nunicstly  Kolicited.  To  secure  satisfactory  prepazatioii 
and  just  distribution,  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  suggestions. 

As  to  Designated  Boxes. 

1.  Apply  to  the  Secretaries  at  the  Bil)le  House  to  designate  some  family.  They 
can  usually  furnish  the  ueceKsary  facts  of  a  full  description  at  once. 

2.  If  a  family  is  selected  indei>endently  of  the  Secretaries,  notify  them  without 
delay*  so  as  to  guard  against  a  duplication  of  gifts. 

8.  When  the  box  is  nearly  ready,  write  to  the  Secretaries  for  the  proper  freight 
address  of  the  MisHionary — not  always  the  same  as  his  post-office  address ;  and  he  may 
have  changed  his  residence  meanwhile. 

4.  Mark  the  box  plainly  and  indelibly  ;  fasten  it  securely  against  hard  usage;  and 
send  direct  by  responsible  fon^'arders.  always  taking  their  receipts.  Do  rwt  send  a 
designated  box  hi/  iray  of  thi  J^'bte  House — a  needless  expense. 

5.  Mail  u  list  of  its  contents  to  the  Missionary,  the  name  of  the  line  by  which  it  is 
sent,  the  date  of  starting,  and  the  address  of  some  one  to  whom  he  may  direct  hia 
letter  of  acknowledgment. 

G.  Notify  the  Souret-aries,  also,  of  its  forwarding;  stating  its  estimated  value  for 
acknowlcHlgnient  in  the  Ih/ine  Mutatfrnatp,  and  enclosing,  for  """freighV^  what  the  donors 
are  willing  to  give.  Tlie  exact  amount  necessary  cannot  be  known  till  the  box  reaches 
its  destination,  when  the  Missionary  will  report  it,  and  be  reimbursed  in  his  next  draft 
from  the  office.     It  is  not  wise  to  send  money  in  the  box. 

As  to  Undesignated  Boxes. 

By  reason  of  sickness,  lire,  or  other  unforeseen  events,  a  family  sometunes  needs 
immediate  supplies.  It  is  therefore  denirable  that  some  boxes  of  substantial  outer  and 
under  olotliing,  houHekeepinj^  goods,  etc.,  bo  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretaries. 

1.  Put  into  each  of  these  boxes  a  list  of  its  contents;  the  name  of  the  association 
or  individual  from  whom  it  comen,  and  the  address  of  the  i)erson  to  whom  the  mission- 
ary may  send  his  letter  of  acknowledgment. 

2.  Mark  the  box  "  American  Home  MiRsionary  Society,  Bible  House,  Astor  Place, 
New  York,'*  addinj?  the  mmie  (f  the  j^l^ire  from  tohieJi  it  comes. 

3.  Write  to  the  Sccretarios,  stating  thf  tim^  when,  and  the  line  by  which  the  box 
wa«  sent,  its  e.Ktiiimlvd  value,  and  giving  a  li^t  ofctmtenh  to  guide  in  the  assignment 
of  the  box.  T5o  cairful  to  t^taie  the  si^e  of  the  adults,  and  the  ages  and  sex  of  children 
for  whom  the  clothing  is  intended,  as  boxes  are  not  oi>ened  at  the  office.  Not  every 
article  may  be  liit^rd  U)  the  family  rei^eiving  it,  bnt  neighboring  missionaries  are  in 
the  way  of  making  such  exchanges  with  each  other,  that  every  thing  will  find  its 
place  and  use. 

4.  Inclose  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Fart  of  a  Missionary's  Salary. 

The  Society  needs  the  same  amount  of  money,  in  order  to  meet  promptly  its 
stipulations  with  its  mi'^sionaries,  as  if  no  boxes  were  forwarded ;  and  it  would  be  no 
favor  to  a  missionary  to  receive  a  box,  if,  as  a  consequoJice  of  it,  the  amount  of  money 
that  would  otherwise  be  sent  him  must  be  proportionately  diminished. 

We  trust  th<^  frieuvls  of  the  Home  Missionary  cause,  therefore,  will  see  to  it  that 
they  give  none  the  le.ss  money,  in  c(msequence  of  their  giving  other  things  that  are 
needful  and  eonyonient. 
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KISSIOHABT  BOZE& 

For  many  jcara  tho  Udies  of  our  chnrches  have  helped  thiB  S^ociet  j  ami  cheered 
ihc  honicH  of  itH  inuutiunurieR  with  buxca  of  clothing  and  other  uncful  articles.  Tbe 
continuance  of  these  favofH  is  rameHtly  solicited.  To  secure  luitisfactoiy  prepantion 
and  ju8t  distributiun,  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  Buggestiona. 

As  to  Designated  Boxes. 

1.  Applj  to  the  RocretaricH  at  the  Bible  Ilouae  to  designate  some  family.  Thej 
ran  usually  furnish  the  nooeHwiry  facts  of  a  full  description  at  once. 

2.  If  a  family  is  8eIeot«>d  iiulrpendeutly  of  the  Secretaries,  notify  them  without 
ilclay,  BO  as  to  guard  againut  a  duplication  of  gifts. 

8.  When  the  \)0x  i.s  nearly  rojuly,  write  to  tho  Secretaries  for  the  proper  freight 
addrcH8  of  th>'  MiHMiouury — nut  alwayH  the  same  as  his  poet-office  address ;  and  he  may 
have  changed  his  rt'sidencti  meanwhile. 

4.  Mark  tht;  Imx  pl:iinly  and  indeli>>ly  ;  fasten  it  securely  against  hard  usage;  and 
send  tUrrrt  by  n*siKtuHiblo  forwanlers.  always  taking  their  receipts.  Do  not  send  a 
designated  Ik)x  hy  irai/  "f  Vu  .!•'%}  Ilon^e — a  neediosa  expen.<(e. 

.*).  M:iil  a  list  of  its  cont«>iit.M  to  the  Missionary,  the  name  of  tho  line  by  which  it  is 
Kent,  the  date  of  starting,  and  the  address  of  some  one  to  whom  he  may  direct  his 
letter  of  acknowledpntiut. 

i\.  Notify  the  Si-crretaries,  also,  of  its  forwarding;  stating  its  estimated  value  for 
acknowh^ment  in  the  Ihm*'  MiMt'omirff,  and  enclosing,  for  "^freig/U^^  what  the  donors 
are  willing  to  give.  The  exact  amount  neroswary  cannot  be  known  till  the  box  reaches 
its  destination,  when  the  Missionary  will  report  it,  and  be  reimbursed  in  his  next  draft 
from  the  office.     It  is  not  KUe  to  send  irymey  in  t/t^  box. 

As  to  Undesignated  Boxes. 

By  reason  of  sickness,  fire,  or  other  unforeseen  events,  a  famfly  sometimeB  needs 
immfifuitfi  Bupiilies.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  some  boxes  of  substantial  outer  and 
under  clothing,  houHekecpiiijr  pooilR,  etc.,  Im;  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretaries. 

1.  Put  iitto  nach  of  tfifjn  Ik)xc.<  a  list  of  its  contents;  the  name  of  the  association 
or  individual  from  whom  it  comes,  aiid  the  adilres.s  of  the  person  to  whom  the  mission- 
ary may  send  his  letter  of  acknc^wh'iljrini-nt. 

2.  Mark  the  l>ux  "  American  Homi^  .Mi.s.sionary  Society,  Bible  House,  Aster  Place, 
New  York,"  adding'  t/ic  tni/nr  uf  the  ^tl^ic/'  from  lohicfi  it  cr>m<w. 

3.  Write  to  tho  Si'cretariw.  statiiij^  the  time  when,  and  the  line  by  which  the  bo.\ 
was  sent,  its  estimat4'd  value,  and  giving  a  li*t  of  contfhf)*  to  guide  in  tbe  assignment 
of  the  Ik»x.  Wi".  (.Mreful  t-o4<tate  the  i*ize  of  the  adults,  and  the  afffJt  and  sex  of  children 
for  whom  the  oloihiiig  is  intendtnl,  as  boxes  are  not  ojiened  at  the  office.  Not  every 
article  may  Ik3  tilted  to  the  family  niceiving  it,  but  neighl>oring  missionaries  are  in 
the  way  of  making  siuih  exchanges  with  each  other,  that  every  thing  will  find  iti 
place  and  use. 

4.  IncloMt  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Part  of  a  Missionary's  Salary. 

The  S(x;ioty  needs  tho  same  amount  of  money,  in  order  to  meet  prompt.y  its 
stipulatiuns  witli  its  missionaries,  as  if  no  boxes  were  forwanled  ;  and  it  would  be  no 
favor  to  a  mis.><ionary  to  recnivc  a  box,  if,  as  a  consoquence  of  it,  the  amount  of  money 
that  would  otherwise  Is.'  si-ut  him  must  bo  proportionately  diminished. 

We  trust  the  frien.ls  of  the  Homo  Missionary  cause,  therefore,  will  see  to  it  that 
they  givo  noiu*  the  U;sh  money,  in  consequence  of  their  giving  other  things  that  arc 
needful  an<l  couvmieut. 


/^ 


HOME  MISSIONAET. 


DECEMBER,     IH7  (i. 


CONTENTS. 


FIFTY  YEARS  OP  HOME  MISSIONS  IN 
ILLINOIS    ISl 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT 187 

CALIPORNIA.— Rov.  W.  (\  Mkrritt.— 

Bonnnza  Kin^'.-).— Evidences  of  It I'.M 

IICV.   M.  8,  CM'.OSWKLL. — 

Quict<ics-(  ftiiil  AsHiirance.— Wliiskoy  ventns 
Wine l«»l 

Rev.  .1.  A.  Banfikld. — 
Doln^'otl  SoUlciiuTit. — Work  for  rnj'  M;i-Iit.  - 
f  l.CHi.OCO  Asking  Aid lUi 

NEBRASKA. -Rev.  A.  Drfssek.  - 

Thf  First  lyws  by  Di'rtth \W 

IXiiV.  C.   MoWKKY. — 
Ti-ofile'**  Puvt-rty  ami  Suflrcriiij;.  — W'-lf  :ir 

the  DiK»r I'.KJ 

Itov.  C.  S.  Hauriso.v. — 
Buildiii;;  :und  Tin-*}-.— Cotivcrtctl  In.linn 

Poniii* IJM 

MINNESOTA.— Rev.  L.  W.  CnANFv.  - 

InhTfsl  Ing  MctH;ingA li»4 


Rov.  R.  8.  AitMSTSOira. — 
GctHng  Started.— Tho  Ontlook 106 

MICHIGAN.— R«;v.  S.  O.  BRTAWr.- 
Aii  I'jirthly  IIoii-sc..— A  Stray  Hornc. — Grand 
opportunity  for  Work. — Full  Mt'ctingi*. — 
I ntvlligiuL  Ili'iircra 195 

THE  TREASURY 197 

MISSIONARY  BOXES 11*7 

DEVOURERS 197 

TESTIMONY  OF  REV.  DR.  HAWES....  19s 

OGDEN  IN  UTAH IllS 

HOME   MISSIONS  SEEN  FROM  AFRI. 
CA VM 

AMERICAN      CONGREGATIONAL 
UNION liW 

AMERICAN    COLLEGE    AND    EDUCA- 
TION SOCIETY 200 

MISSIONARY  APPOINTMENTS 201 

RECEIPTS 208 


Vol.  XLIX.     No.  8. 


NKW    YORK: 
AMERICAN     HOME     MISSIONARY     SOCIETY, 

T^ini.E   IIorsK.    Astor   Place. 


SJXTV  ci:yTs  a   ykah,   in  AHVASrV.,   vostaoe  patd. 


HIBSIONABT  BOXSS. 

For  manj  years  the  Ifwlios  oi  our  <^hurcheH  have  helped  this  Society  and  chaered 
the  hoinft8  of  il8  iiiihsiuiiiirivs  with  Ikixos  of  clothing  and  otlier  useful  articles.  The 
couiinuuuce  of  these  favors  is  i.>amt*HtIy  «iolicited.  To  sticure  HatiAfactozy  prepaimtioii 
and  just  distributiou,  attentiou  is  invited  t.u  the  following  Rtiggt^stiona. 

As  to  Designated  Boxea 

1.  Apply  to  thn  SoorotariHs  at  the  TJiblc  IIouhc  to  d^Rignatc  some  family.  They 
ton  usually  funii^ih  the  luM.'osriary  facts  of  a  full  descriptiou  at  once. 

2.  If  a  faiiiily  is  f>eleirtod  iiidopeudtiutly  of  thu  Secretaries,  notify  them  ^-ithoat 
delay,  so  as  to  {rnord  against  a  duplication  of  gifts. 

8.  "VNTien  the  Iwx  is  nearly  ready,  writ^j  to  the  Secretaries  for  the  proper  freight 
address  (tf  tin;  Missionary — not  alway.'^  the  same  as  his  post-office  address ;  and  he  may 
have  changed  his  n>sidence  meanwhile. 

4.  Mark  the  1k>x  i>lainly  and  indrlibly  ;  fasten  it  securely  against  hard  usage;  and 
send  (firtH  by  responsible  forwarders,  always  taking  their  receipts.  Do  twt  send  a 
desiguatcHl  box  h/  trai/  of  tfu  •V-'Wr'  lIitUMf — a  needless  expense. 

r>.  Mail  a  list  of  its  ctmtvnts  to  the  Misnionary,  the  name  of  tho  line  by  which  it  is 
sent,  the  datt^  of  starting,  and  the  address  of  sofne  one  to  whom  he  may  direct  his 
letter  of  acknowledgment. 

(>.  Notify  tb«  Si'cn'taricH,  also,  of  its  forwarding;  stating  its  estimated  value  for 
acknowledgment  in  the  Home  Min*i"Uitnf.  and  encltx^ing.  for  ^^frelyJiV^  what  the  donors 
are  willing  t^)  give.  The  pxa(?t  amount  neces.sar>- cannot  l)e  known  till  the  l)OX  reaches 
its  destination,  when  the  Missionary'  will  re})ort  it,  and  be  reimburbed  iu  his  next  draft 
from  the  olllue.     It  in  not  trine  t^j  send  vwmy  in  the  Ihajs. 

As  to  Undesignated  Boxes. 

By  reason  of  RickTioR.M,  fire,  or  other  un foreseen  events,  a  family  Rametfinefi  needs 
immediiite  supplies.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  stnne  boxes  of  sultstaiitial  outer  and 
under  clothing,  honsekee[>ing  gomls,  etc.,  l)e  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretaries. 
1.  Put  into  each  of  tht^nt  Ik>xcs  a  list  of  its  contents;  the  name  of  the  ussociatiou 
or  individuid  from  whom  it  comes,  and  tho  address  of  the  i>er»on  to  whom  the  mission- 
ary may  send  his  letter  of  aeknowUMl^rnn-nt. 

2.  Mark  the  Imix  "American  Home  Mis.sionary  Society,  Bible  House,  Astor  Place. 
New  York."  adding  tin   mum.  of  the  jfJiirr.  jnon  \chic7i  it  romeJt. 

[I  Write  to  the  Scjereuirics.  stating  the  time  when,  and  the  line  by  which  the  Ik)x 
was  sent,  its  estimated  value,  and  giving  a  lfj*t  of  content »  to  guide  in  the  assignment 
of  the  box,  Be  careful  t«j  stale  the  aize  of  the  mlults,  and  the  ayvA  and  sex  of  children 
for  whom  the  clotliing  is  intended,  jls  b<»xes  are  not  opened  at  the  office.  Not  every 
article  may  be  fitted  to  the  family  receiving  it.  but  neighboring  mi8.Hionarie8  are  in 
the  way  of  making  such  exchanges  with  each  other,  that  ever>'  thing  will  find  its 
place  and  use. 

4.  Inclose  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Fart  of  a  Missionary's  Salary. 

The  Society  needs  ^he  same  amount  of  money,  in  order  to  meet  promptly  its 
stipulations  with  its  missionaries,  as  if  no  boxes  were  fonvarded ;  and  it  would  be  no 
favor  to  ti  missionary  t<>  receive  a  box,  if,  as  a  consequence  of  it,  the  amount  of  money 
that  would  otlHjrwise  Ijc  sent  him  nuist  bo  propc»iiii)nately  diminished. 

We  trust  thi'  friends  of  Uie  Home  Mis.Kionarv  cause,  therefore,  will  see  to  it  that 
tbey  give  none  tlu;  less  mone^,  vn  conBeo^^nce  of  their  giving  other  things  that  are 
n©**^'"'  and  convonient. 
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MIBSIOHABT  BOXES. 


For  many  jeara  tbo  ladies  uf  our  churches  have  helped  this  Society  and  cheered 
the  hoine^  of  iu  luisHioiiurieH  with  lioxes  of  clothinjf  and  other  oaeful  articles.  The 
continuance  of  these  favora  is  (earnestly  solicited.  To  sectire  satisfactory  prepantioD 
and  just  distribution,  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  suggestiona 

Ab  to  Designated  Bozea. 

1.  Apply  to  the  Secretaries  at  the  Bible  House  to  designate  some  &mily.  They 
can  usually  furnish  the  neci'Hsary  facts  of  a  full  description  at  once. 

2.  If  a  family  is  hc looted  independently  of  the  Secretaries,  notify  them  without 
delay,  ho  oh  to  griurd  a^^aiimt  a  duplication  of  gifts. 

'i\.  When  the  l>ox  is  nearly  ready,  write  to  the  Secretaries  for  the  proper  frtight 
address  of  the  MiHriiouaiy — not  always  the  same  as  his  post-office  address ;  and  he  may 
have  changed  his  rcHidence  meanwhile. 

4.  Mark  the  bi»x  plainly  and  indelibly  ;  fasten  it  securely  against  hard  nsage;  and 
send  direct  by  reHiH)u.siblo  forwanlerht.  always  taking  their  receipts.  Do  fwt  send  a 
designatiod  box  by  iniy  of  t/i*'  lUhle  House — a  needless  expense. 

5.  Mail  a  list  of  its  cont^>ntH  to  the  Missionary,  the  name  of  the  line  by  whidi  it  is 
sent,  the  date  of  starting,  and  the  address  of  some  one  to  whom  he  may  direct  his 
letter  of  acknowledgment. 

0.  Notify  the  Secretaries,  also,  of  its  forwarding ;  stating  its  estimated  value  for 
acknowledgment  in  the  Ilonu  Misshnarjf^  and  enclosing,  for  *'' freight^  what  the  d<mon 
are  \>nlling  to  give.  The  exact  amount  necessary  cannot  be  known  till  the  box  reaehoB 
its  destination,  when  the  Missionary  vni\  report  it,  and  be  reimbozsed  in  his  next  dzafi 
from  the  office.     It  is  not  tcisc  to  setid  money  in  the  box. 

As  to  Ilndesignated  BoxesL 

By  reason  of  sickness,  lire,  or  other  unforeseen  events,  a  family  sometimes  needs 
immtdiate  Kupplics.  It  is  therefore  desirable  th^t  some  boxes  of  substantial  outer  and 
under  clothiti^^  housekeeping  goods,  etc.,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretariei. 

1.  Put  into  each  of  thcHe  boxes  a  list  of  its  contents;  the  name  of  the  association 
or  individual  from  whom  it  comes,  and  the  address  of  the  person  to  whom  the  mission- 
ary may  send  his  letter  of  acknowledgment. 

2.  Mark  the  box  '*  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  Bible  House,  Aster  Place» 
New  York."  a<ldin«r  th'  name  of  the  j)Uic^  fnnn  tchich  it  eomst. 

*A.  Write  to  the  StH:i-(*taries,  stating  the  time  when,  and  the  line  by  which  the  box 
was  sent,  its  estimaUMl  value,  and  giving  a  littt  of  contents  to  guide  in  the  assignment 
of  the  box.  U(>  careful  to  state  the  mizi:  of  the  adults,  and  the  ages  and  sex  of  children 
for  whom  the  c'lothiug  is  intended,  as  boxes  are  not  opened  at  the  office.  Not  every 
article  may  be  fitted  to  the  family  receiving  it,  but  neighboring  missionariea  are  in 
the  way  of  making  such  exchanges  with  each  other,  that  every  thing  ¥rill  find  its 
place  and  use. 

4.   Inclose  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Fart  of  a  Missionary's  Salary. 

The  Society  needs  the  same  amount  of  money,  in  order  to  meet  promptly  iti 
stipulations  with  its  missionaries,  as  if  no  boxes  were  forwarded ;  and  it  would  be  no 
favor  to  a  missiou.'ir}-  to  receive  a  box,  if,  as  a  consequence  of  it,  the  amoont  of  moMy 
that  would  otli(?^\vise  be  sent  him  must  be  proportionately  diminished. 

We  trust  the  friends  of  the  Home  Missionary'  cause,  therefore,  wiU  see  to  it  that 
they  give  none  the  less  money,  in  oonsequenoe  of  their  giying  other  things  that  an 
needful  and  convenient. 
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KIBSIOHABT  BOXSCL 

For  many  yean  the  ladies  of  oar  cYiiirches  have  helped  thia  Society  and  diaered 
the  homes  of  its  missionorieH  with  boxes  of  clothings  nud  other  useful  articles.  The 
continuance  of  these  favors  is  rMimestly  solicited .  To  st^cure  satisfactory  prepaimtioo 
and  just  distribution,  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  sii^^festlons. 

As  to  Designated  Boxes. 

1.  Apply  to  the  Secretaries  nt  the  Bible  House  to  desigrnatc  some  family.  Th^ 
tan  usually  furnish  the  ne(;eKHary  facts  of  a  full  dt^wription  at  once. 

2.  If  a  family  is  selected  iuflcpeiidtrntly  of  the  Secretaries,  notify  them  withoat 
delay,  so  as  to  guard  against  a  duplication  of  gifta. 

8.  AVhen  the  l)ox  is  nearly  nraily,  write  to  the  Secretaries  for  the  proper  freight 
addresM  of  th<i  Missionary — not  always  the  same  as  his  ])Ofit- office  aildreas ;  and  he  may 
have  changed  his  rt'sideuce  meanwhile. 

4.  Mark  the  1k>x  plainly  and  indelibly  ;  fasten  it  securely  against  hard  naage;  and 
aend  (Hnct  by  r(;K|>oTiHiblu  forwarders,  always  taking  their  receipts.  Do  not  send  a 
designate<l  box  hy  trny  *ff  th.  IV-^tU  IIohm — a  needless  expense. 

5.  M.iil  II  liHt  of  its  conUMits  t4)  the  Missionary,  the  name  of  the  line  by  which  it  is 
sent,  the  date  of  starting,  :uul  the  o^ldress  of  some  (»ne  to  whom  he  may  direct  hit 
letter  of  acknowledgment. 

0.  Notify  Mi*>  SecrcUirics,  idso,  of  iin  forwonling;  stating  its  estimated  value  for 
acknowlodgnirnt  in  tin?  llwne  MMt'imvij,  ami  enclosing,  for  '"'freiyhV  what  the  douon 
are  willing  to  give.  TXw  exact  anionnt  ncrossary  cannot  lie  known  till  the  box  reaches 
its  destination,  when  the  Missionary  will  n.jiort  it,  and  be  reimburscMl  in  his  next  daft 
from  the  oilice.     It  in  nut  in'^e  t^  unif/  m^mry  in  tin  bt\r. 

As  to  Undesignated  Bozea 

By  reason  of  sickness,  fire,  or  other  unforeseen  events,  a  famfly  aometimes  needi 
tmmoUate  snpplioH.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  some  boxes  of  substantial  outer  and 
under  eIi)Uting,  hoiiHek«*oping  goiMls,  rtc  ,  l>e  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretariea 

1.  Tut  into  f>uch  of  M«x/'  boxe.'^  a  list  of  its  contents;  the  name  of  the  aasodation 
or  individual  from  whom  it  comes,  and  the  address  of  the  jicrson  to  whom  the  mLndon- 
ary  may  send  his  letter  of  ac^knowledginent. 

2.  Mark  the  1m)x  "  American  Hmne  MiH.Kionary  Society,  Bible  House,  Astor  Place. 
New  York,"  adding  tlte  mniu  nf  th*'  phir.'-.  from  ic/ti'c/i  it  conies. 

8.  Write  to  the  Socretarios,  st-ating  thti  time  when,  and  the  line  by  which  the  box 
was  sent,  its  estiniat^'d  value,  and  giving  a  liM  of  content*  to  guide  in  the  aasignment 
of  the  box.  Be  careful  to  state  the  nise  of  the  a<lults,  and  the  ages  and  sex  of  childzea 
for  whom  the  clothing  is  intended,  as  boxtw  are  not  opened  at  the  office.  Not  every 
article  may  be  fitted  to  the  family  rtM.H'iving  it,  but  neighboring  miasionariea  are  in 
the  way  of  making  such  exchanges  with  each  other,  that  every  thing  will  find  its 
place  and  use. 

4.  Inclose  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Fart  of  a  Missionary's  Salary.  * 

The  Society  needs  the  same  amount  of  money,  in  order  to  meet  promptly  iti 
stipulations  with  its  mi8si<:)naries,  as  if  no  boxes  were  forwarded  ;  and  it  would  be  no 
favor  to  a  missionary  to  receive  a  box,  if.  as  a  consequence  of  it,  the  amount  of  mon^ 
that  would  otherwise  be  sent  him  must  be  proportionately  diminished. 

We  trust  the  friends  of  the  Home  Mi.Ksiouavy  cause,  therefore,  will  aee  to  it  that 
they  give  none  the  less  money,  in  consequence  of  their  giving  other  thinga  that  an 
needful  and  convenient. 
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mSSIOlTABT  BOZS& 

For  many  yean  the  ladies  of  our  cbnrches  have  helped  this  Socie^  and  diaered  . 
the  homes  of  its  missionaries  with  boxes  of  clothing  and  other  useful  articles.     The 
oontinuanoe  of  these  favors  is  earnestly  Rolicited.     To  secure  satisfactory  preparation 
and  just  distribution,  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  suggestiona. 

As  to  Designated  Bozea 

1.  Apply  to  the  Secretaries  at  the  Bible  House  to  designate  some  family.  Thej 
fan  usuxJly  furnish  the  necessary  facts  of  a  full  description  at  once. 

2.  If  a  family  is  selected  independently  of  the  Secretaries,  notify  them  without 
delay,  so  as  to  guard  against  a  duplication  of  gifts. 

8.  When  the  box  is  nearly  ready,  write  to  the  Secretaries  for  the  proper  freight 
address  of  the  Missionary — not  always  the  same  aa  his  poet-offioe  address ;  and  he  may 
have  changed  his  residence  meanwhile. 

4.  Mark  the  box  plainly  and  indelibly  ;  fasten  it  securely  against  hard  uaage ;  tad 
send  direct  by  responsible  forwarders,  always  taking  their  receipts.  Do  not  send  a 
designated  box  by  way  of  thi  J:ble  JTatise — a  needleaa  expense. 

5.  Mail  a  list  of  its  contents  to  the  Missionary,  the  name  of  the  line  by  whidi  it  it 
sent,  the  date  of  starting,  and  the  address  of  some  one  to  whom  he  may  direct  Im 
letter  of  acknowledgment. 

G.  Notify  the  Secretaries,  also,  of  its  forwarding;  stating  its  estimated  valae  lor 
acknowledgment  in  the  Home  MiMionarj/,  and  enclosing,  for  ^^freigW^  what  the  donon 
are  willing  to  give.  The  exact  amount  necessary  cannot  be  known  till  the  box  readies 
its  destination,  when  the  Missionary  will  report  it,  and  be  reimbursed  in  bia  next  dnit 
from  the  office.     It  is  not  wise  to  send  money  in  the  box. 

As  to  TTndesignated  Boze& 

By  reason  of  sickness,  fire,  or  other  unforeseen  events,  a  family  Bometimea  needs 
immediate  supplies.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  some  boxes  of  substantial  outer  and 
under  clothing,  housekeeping  goods,  etc. ,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretaxiea. 

1.  Put  into  each  of  these  boxes  a  list  of  its  contents;  the  name  of  the  association 
or  individual  from  whom  it  comes,  ocd  the  address  of  the  person  to  whom  the  mission- 
ary may  send  his  letter  of  acknowledgment 

2.  Mark  the  box  ^^  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  Bible  House,  Aster  Place, 
New  York,'*  adding  tJie  name  of  the  pl/ice  from  which  it  comes, 

3.  Write  to  the  Secretaries,  stating  the  time  when,  and  the  line  by  which  the  box 
was  sent,  its  estimated  value,  and  giving  a  list  of  contents  to  guide  in  the  assignment 
of  the  box.  Be  careful  to  state  the  size  of  the  adults,  and  the  ages  and  sex  of  children 
for  whom  the  clothing  is  intended,  as  boxes  are  not  opened  at  the  office.  Not  every 
article  may  be  fitted  to  the  family  receiving  it,  but  neighboring  missionaries  are  in 
the  way  of  making  such  exchanges  with  each  other,  that  every  thing  will  find  its 
place  and  use. 

4.  Inclose  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Fart  of  a  Missionary's  Salary. 

The  Society  needs  the  same  amount  of  money,  in  order  to  meet  promptly  its 
stipulations  with  its  missionaries,  as  if  no  boxes  were  forwarded ;  and  it  would  be  no 
favor  to  a  missionary  to  receive  a  box,  if,  as  a  conseciucnce  of  it,  the  amount  of  mon^ 
that  would  otherwise  be  sent  him  must  be  proportionately  diminished. 

We  trust  the  friends  of  the  Home  Missionary  cause,  therefore,  will  see  to  it  that 
they  give  none  the  less  money,  in  oonsequence  of  their  giving  other  things  that  are 
needful  and  convenient. 
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IDBSIOHABT  BOXES. 

For  many  yean  the  ladies  of  our  churches  have  helped  this  Sooietj  and  ohMrad 
the  homes  of  its  missionaries  with  boxes  of  clothing  and  other  useful  articles.  The 
conUnuance  of  theite  favors  is  earnestly  solicited.  To  secure  satisfactory  prepacatkia 
and  just  distribution,  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  suggestions 

As  to  Designated  Boxes. 

1.  Api)ly  to  the  Secretaries  at  the  Bible  House  to  designate  some  family.  They 
ran  usually  furmsh  the  necessary  facts  of  a  full  description  at  once. 

2.  If  a  family  is  selected  independently  of  the  Secretaries,  noti^  them  without 
delay,  so  as  to  guard  against  a  duplication  of  gifts. 

8.  When  the  box  is  nearly  ready,  write  to  the  Secretaries  for  the  proper  frtig^ 
address  of  the  Missioniuy — not  always  the  same  as  his  poet-office  address ;  and  he  may 
have  changed  his  residence  meanwhile. 

4.  Mark  the  box  plainly  and  indelibly  ;  fasten  it  securely  against  hard  usage ;  and 
■end  direct  by  responsible  forwarders,  always  taking  their  receipts.  Do  not  send  a 
designated  box  by  way  of  the  3ibU  Ilousd — a  needless  expense. 

5.  Mail  a  list  of  its  contents  to  the  Missionary,  the  name  of  the  line  by  whidi  it  is 
sent,  the  date  of  starting,  and  the  address  of  some  one  to  whom  he  may  direct  his 
letter  of  acknowledgment. 

G.  Notify  the  Secretaries,  also,  of  its  forwarding;  stating  its  estimated  yalue  for 
acknowledgment  in  the  Home  Misnoriary^  and  enclosing,  for  *^^freight^^  what  the  donoct 
are  willing  to  give.  The  exact  amount  necessary  cannot  be  known  till  the  box  reaches 
its  destination,  when  the  Missionary  will  report  it,  and  be  reimboraed  in  hia  next  dzift 
from  the  office.    It  is  not  tnse  to  send  money  in  Uie  box. 

As  to  Dndesignated  Boxes. 

By  reason  of  sickness,  fire,  or  other  unforeseen  events,  a  famfly  sometimeB  needs 
immediate  supplies.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  some  boxes  of  substantial  outer  and 
under  clothing,  housekeeping  goods,  etc. ,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Seeretariea 

1.  Put  into  each  of  tfiese  boxes  a  list  of  its  contents;  the  name  of  the  aasociation 
or  individual  from  whom  it  comes,  and  the  address  of  the  person  to  whom  the  mission- 
ary may  send  his  letter  of  acknowledgment 

2.  Mark  the  box  '^  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  Bible  House,  Aster  Place, 
New  York,"  adding  tfie  name  of  the  place  from  which  it  comes, 

3.  Write  to  the  Secretaries,  stating  the  time  when,  and  the  line  by  which  the  box 
was  sent,  its  estimated  value,  and  giving  a  list  of  contents  to  guide  in  the  assignment 
of  the  box.  Be  careful  to  state  the  size  of  the  adults,  and  the  ages  and  sex  of  children 
for  whom  the  clothing  is  intended,  as  boxes  are  not  opened  at  the  office.  Not  every 
article  may  be  fitted  to  the  family  receiving  it,  but  neighboring  missionariea  are  in 
the  way  of  making  such  exchanges  with  each  other,  that  every  thing  will  find  its 
place  and  use. 

4.  Inclose  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Part  of  a  Missionarsr's  Salary. 

The  Society  needs  the  same  amount  of  money,  in  order  to  meet  promptly  its 
stipulatioufl  with  its  missionaries,  as  if  no  boxes  were  forwarded ;  and  it  would  be  no 
favor  to  a  misuionary  to  receive  a  box,  if ,  as  a  consequence  of  it,  the  amount  of  mon^ 
that  would  otherwise  be  sent  him  must  be  proportionately  diminished. 

We  trust  the  friends  of  the  Home  Missionary  cause,  therefore,  wiU  see  to  it  that 
they  give  none  the  less  money,  in  oonsequenoe  of  their  giving  other  things  that  are 
needfoi  and  convenient. 
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1D88I0HA&T  BOZS& 

For  many  yean  the  ladies  of  oar  chnrdhes  have  helped  thia  Sodeiy  and  ohMnl 


I 


the  homea  of  its  missionariea  with  boxes  of  dothing  and  other  uaefol  articLea.  11m  j 
oontinuance  of  these  favors  is  earnestly  solicited.  To  secure  aatiBfaotoiy  prepantka  \ 
and  just  distribution,  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  suggestiona.  ] 

As  to  Designated  Bozea 

1.  Apply  to  the  Secretaries  at  the  Bible  House  to  designate  aome  family.  Hmj 
tan  nsoxJly  furnish  the  neoeitsary  facts  of  a  full  description  at  once. 

2.  If  a  family  is  selected  independently  of  the  Secretariea,  notify  them  without 
delay,  so  as  to  guard  against  a  duplication  of  gifta. 

8.  When  the  box  is  nearly  ready,  write  to  the  Secretariea  for  the  proper  freight 
address  of  the  Missionary — not  always  the  same  aa  his  poat-offioe  addreaa ;  and  he  may 
have  changed  his  residence  meanwhile. 

4.  Mark  the  box  plainly  and  indelibly ;  fasten  it  securely  againat  hard  uaige;  ^ad 
send  direct  by  rosponsible  forwarders,  always  taking  their  reoeipte.  Do  net  anl  a 
designated  box  by  way  of  tht  3ible  Houae — a  needless  expense. 

5.  Mail  a  list  of  its  contents  to  the  Missionary,  the  name  of  the  line  by  whioh  it  li 
sent,  the  date  of  starting,  and  the  address  of  some  one  to  whom  he  may  direct  fah 
letter  of  acknowledgment. 

0.  Notify  the  Secretaries,  also,  of  its  forwarding;  stating  its  estamatftd  ▼alne  fxn 
acknowledgment  in  the  Home  Missionary^  and  endoeing,  for  ^^freighf"  what  the  down 
are  willing  to  give.  The  exact  amount  necessary  cannot  be  known  till  the  box  leadMi 
its  destination,  when  the  Missionary  will  report  it,  and  be  reimbursed  in  hia  next  dafk 
from  the  office.    It  is  not  tcise  to  send  money  in  the  boa. 

As  to  TTndesignated  Boxes. 

By  reason  of  sickness,  fire.  Or  other  unforeseen  events,  a  family  aometimes  needi 
immediate  supplies.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  some  boxes  of  substantial  outer  and 
under  clothing,  housekeeping  goods,  etc. ,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Seoretaiiet. 

1.  Put  into  each  of  these  boxes  a  list  of  its  contents;  the  name  of  the  aasooiatiaa 
or  indivi<lual  from  whom  it  comes,  and  the  address  of  the  person  to  whom  the  misaon- 
ary  may  send  his  letter  of  acknowledgment. 

2.  Mark  the  box  '^  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  Bible  House,  Astor  Place, 
New  York,"  adding  the  name  of  the  place  from  whieh  it  comes, 

3.  Write  to  the  Secretaries,  stating  the  time  when,  and  the  line  by  which  the  box 
was  sent,  its  estimated  value,  and  giving  a  Ust  of  contents  to  guide  in  the  aasignmeot 
of  the  box.  Be  careful  to  state  the  size  of  the  adults,  and  the  ages  and  sex  of  children 
for  whom  the  clothing  is  intended,  as  boxes  are  not  opened  at  the  office.  Not  every 
article  may  be  fitted  to  the  family  receiving  it,  but  neighboring  misalTnariea  are  in 
the  way  of  making  such  exchanges  with  each  other,  that  every  thing  will  find  iti 
place  and  use. 

i.  Inclose  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Fart  of  a  Missionary's  Salary. 

The  Society  needs  the  same  amount  of  money,  in  order  to  meet  promptly  iti 
stipulations  with  its  missionaries,  as  if  no  boxes  were  forwarded ;  and  it  would  be  no 
favor  to  a  missionary  to  receive  a  box,  if ,  as  a  consequence  of  it,  the  amount  of  moosy 
that  would  otherwise  be  sent  him  must  be  proportionately  diminished. 

We  trust  the  friends  of  the  Home  Missionary  cause,  therefore,  will  aee  to  it  that 
they  give  none  the  less  money,  in  oonsequence  of  their  giving  other  things  thaik  ait 
needful  and  converuent. 
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IDBSIOHABT  BOZS& 

For  many  yean  the  ladies  of  oar  chnrdheii  have  helped  this  Sodetj  and 
the  homes  of  its  miasionaries  with  boxes  of  dothing  and  other  useful  artioles.    Hi 
oontinuance  of  these  favors  is  earnestly  solicited.    To  seofore  aatiafactoiy  prqiaiatiBi 
and  just  distzibationy  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  snggeatiaiia. 

'     As  to  Designated  Bozea 

1.  Apply  to  the  Secretaries  at  the  Bible  House  to  designate  some  £uni]y.  Tkf 
tan  nsoally  famish  the  necessary  facts  of  a  foil  description  at  once. 

2.  If  a  family  is  selected  independently  of  the  SecretarieB,  notify  them  wiflnoit 
delay,  so  as  to  gnard  against  a  dnplication  of  gifts. 

8.  When  the  box  is  nearly  ready,  write  to  the  Seoretaziea  for  the  proper  freigkt 
address  of  the  Missionary — not  alwi^  the  same  as  his  post-office  address ;  and  he  nuy 
have  changed  his  residence  meanwhile. 

4.  Mark  the  box  plainly  and  indelibly ;  fasten  it  seoorely  against  bard  wmgd;  ad 
send  direct  by  responsible  forwarders,  alwi^  taking  their  receipts.  Do  mC  nnd  t 
designated  box  by  way  of  the  Bible  House — a  needless  expense. 

5.  Mail  a  list  of  its  contents  to  the  Missionary,  the  name  of  the  line  by  which  it  h 
sent,  the  date  of  starting,  and  the  address  of  some  one  to  whom  he  may  direct  Ini 
letter  of  acknowledgment. 

6.  Notify  the  Secretaries,  also,  of  its  forwarding;  stating  its  estimated  Tahe  for 
acknowledgment  iu  the  Home  Misiionary,  and  endoeing,  for  ^'' freight^  what  the  doMB 
are  willing  to  give.  The  exact  amoont  necessary  cannot  be  known  till  the  box  readM 
its  destination,  when  the  Missionary  will  report  it,  and  be  reimbuxaed  in  his  sszt  duft 
from  the  offioe.    Itienot  wise  to  send  money  in  the  boa. 

As  to  TTiidesigiiated  Boxea 

By  reason  of  sickness,  ftre,  or  other  nnf oreseen  events,  a  family  sometfanss  Bflrii 
immediate  supplies.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  some  boxes  of  snbstantial  oater  aod 
under  clothing,  housekeeping  goods,  etc. ,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  SecretansL 

1.  Put  into  each  of  tfiese  boxes  a  list  of  its  contents;  the  name  of  the  ■SBonstkst 
or  individual  from  whom  it  comes,  and  the  address  of  the  person  to  irbooL  the  misaoe- 
ary  may  send  his  letter  of  acknowledgment 

2.  Mark  the  box  "  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  Bible  Hooae,  Astor  Place, 
New  York,"  adding  th^  naine  of  the  place  from  whieh  it  comes, 

3.  Write  to  the  Secretaries,  stating  the  time  when,  and  the  line  by  which  the  bos 
was  sent,  its  estimated  value,  and  giving  a  list  of  contents  to  guide  in  the  smrignniCBt 
of  the  box.  Be  careful  to  state  the  size  of  the  adults,  and  the  ages  and  sex  of  duldns 
for  whom  the  clothing  is  intended,  as  boxes  are  not  opened  at  the  office.  Not  eraqr 
article  may  be  fitted  to  the  family  receiving  it,  but  neighboring  missionaries  are  is 
the  way  of  making  such  exchanges  ¥rith  eaoh  other,  that  every  thing  will  find  ill 
place  and  use. 

i.  Indose  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Fart  of  a  ][ii8ioiLary*s  Salary. 

The  Society  needs  the  same  amount  of  mon^,  in  order  to  meet  prompfcly  iti 
stipulations  with  its  missionaries,  as  if  no  boxes  were  forwarded ;  and  it  would  be  do 
favor  to  a  missionary  to  receive  a  box,  if ,  as  a  conseqneiioe  of  it,  the  amount  of  mosej 
that  would  otherwise  be  sent  him  must  be  proportionately  diminished. 

We  trust  the  friends  of  the  Home  Missionary  cause,  therefore,  will  see  to  it  tbil 
they  give  none  the  lees  moae^ ,  in  otmaeq^enoe  of  their  gtmg  other  things  that  tf* 

'nl  and  oon^enimife. 
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lOBSIOHABT  BOXBa 

For  many  jeon  the  ladies  of  our  chnrahea  have  helped  thia  Society  and  cheered 
the  homes  of  itu  miasionaries  with  boxes  of  dothing  and  other  oaefnl  articles.  The 
oontinoance  of  these  favors  is  eamestlj  solicited.  To  secare  satiafaetoiy  prepacatifla 
and  just  distribution,  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  suggertians. 


As  to  Designated  Bozea 

1.  Apply  to  the  Secretaries  at  the  Bible  House  to  designate  some  family.  They 
can  usually  furnish  the  necessary  facts  of  a  full  doacription  at  onoe. 

2.  If  a  family  is  selected  independently  of  the  Seoretazies,  iMOiaty  them  without 
delay,  so  as  to  guard  against  a  duplication  of  gifts. 

3.  When  the  box  is  nearly  ready,  write  to  the  Seoretaziek  for  the  proper  fragkt 
address  of  the  Missionary — not  always  the  same  as  his  post-offioe  addreas ;  and  he  msj 
have  changred  his  residence  meanwhile. 

4.  Mark  the  box  pUunly  and  indelibly ;  fasten  it  seonzely  agatnat  hard  usage ;  and 
send  direct  by  responsible  forwarders,  always.taking  their  receipts.  Do  not  Bead  a 
designat<ed  box  by  way  of  the  Bible  House — a  needless  expense. 

5.  Mail  a  list  of  its  contents  to  the  Ik^ssionary,  the  name  of  the  line  bj  iriiioh  it  k 
sent,  the  date  of  starting,  and  the  address  of  some  one  to  whom  he  may  direot  his 
letter  of  acknowledgement. 

6.  Notify  the  Secretaries,  also,  of  its  forwarding;  stathig  its  eatimated  vahie  fbr 
acknowledgment  in  the  Home  Miuicnary^  and  endoeing,  for  ^*' freight^  what  the  dooon 
are  willing  to  give.  The  exact  amount  necessary  cannot  be  known  till  the  bos  readieB 
its  destination,  when  the  Missionary  will  report  it,  and  be  reimbuzaed  in  his  next  dnfk 
from  the  office.     It  it  not  wiite  to  send  money  in  the  box. 

As  to  TTndesignated  Boxea 

By  reason  of  sickness,  fire,  or  other  unforeseen  eventa,  a  family  sometimes  needs 
immediate  supplies.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  some  boxes  of  substantial  outer  sad 
under  clothing,  housekeeping  goods,  etc. ,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretaries 
1.  Put  into  each  of  tfieee  boxes  a  list  of  its  contents;  the  name  of  the  assooiatioii 
or  individual  from  whom  it  comes,  and  the  address  of  the  person  to  whom  the  misBion- 
ary  may  send  his  letter  of  acknowledgment. 

2.  Mark  the  box  ^^  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  Bible  House,  Astor  Place, 
New  York,'*  luldinjr  th^  name  of  the  place  from  which  it  eomea. 

^  3.  Write  to  the  Secretaries,  stating  the  time  when,  and  the  line  by  which  the  box 
was  sent,  its  estimated  value,  and  giving  ti  Ust  of  contents  to  guide  in  the  assignment 
of  the  box.  Re  careful  to  state  the  size  of  the  adults,  and  the  agsi  and  sex  of  children 
for  whom  the  clothing  is  intended,  as  boxes  are  not  opened  at  the  office.  Not  eveiy 
article  may  be  fitted  to  the  family  receiving  it,  but  neighboring  noissionaries  are  ia 
the  way  of  making  such  exchanges  •  with  each  other,  that  every  thing  will  find  Hi 
place  and  use. 

4.  Inglose  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Fart  of  a  Missionary's  Salary. 

The  Society  needs  the  same  amount  of  money,  in  order  to  meet  promptly  iti 
stipulations  with  its  missionaries,  as  if  no  boxes  were  forwarded ;  and  it  would  be  no 
favor  to  a  missionary  to  receive  a  box,  if ,  as  a  consequence  of  it,  the  amount  of  mooej 
that  would  otherwise  be  sent  him  must  be  proportionately  diminiahed. 

We  trust  the  friends  of  the  Home  Misfionazy  cause,  therefore,  will  see  to  it  (bat 
they  give  none  the  less  money,  in  oonaeqaenoe  ol  their  giring  other  things  that  an 
need/ul  and  oonTsniank 
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IDBSIOHABT  BOXE& 

For  many  years  the  ladies  of  our  churches  have  helped  this  Society  and  oheerad 
the  homes  of  its  missionaries  with  boxes  of  clothing  and  other  useful  articles.  The 
continuance  of  these  favors  is  earnestly  solicited .  To  secure  satisfactory  preparatioti 
and  just  distribution,  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  suggestions. 

As  to  Designated  Boxea 

1.  Apply  to  the  Secretaries  at  the  Bible  House  to  designate  some  family.  They 
fan  usually  furnish  the  necessary  facts  of  a  full  description  at  once. 

2.  If  a  family  is  selected  independently  of  the  Secretaries,  notify  them  without 
delay,  so  as  to  g^uard  against  a  duplication  of  gifts. 

8.  When  the  box  is  nearly  ready,  write  to  the  Secretaries  for  the  proper  freight 
address  of  the  Missionaiy — not  always  the  same  as  his  ix)et-office  address ;  and  he  may 
have  changed  his  residence  meanwhile. 

4.  Mark  the  box  plainly  and  indelibly  ;  fasten  it  securely  against  hard  oaage ;  and 
■end  direct  by  responsible  forwarders,  always  taking  their  receipts.  Do  not  send  a 
designated  box  by  way  of  the  Dibie  Hatue — a  needless  expense. 

6.  Mail  a  list  of  its  contents  to  the  Missionary,  the  name  of  the  line  by  which  it  is 
sent,  the  date  of  starting,  and  the  oddrees  of  some  one  to  whom  he  may  direct  his 
letter  of  acknowledgment. 

6.  Notify  the  Secretaries,  also,  of  its  forwarding;  stating  its  estimated  value  Ua 
acknowledgment  in  the  Iloms  MisHonary^  and  enclosing,  for  ''^freigW^  what  the  dcmocB 
are  willing  to  give.  The  exact  amount  necessary  cannot  be  known  till  the  box  reaohea 
its  destination,  when  the  Missionary  will  report  it,  and  be  reimboxsed  in  his  next  dxatfe 
from  the  office.    It  ia  not  wise  to  send  money  in  if^e  box. 

As  to  TTndesignated  Boxes. 

By  reason  of  sickness,  fire,  or  other  unforeseen  events,  a  family  sometimefi  needs 
immediate  supplies.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  some  boxes  of  substantial  outer  and 
under  clothing,  housekeeping  goods,  etc. ,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretaries. 

1.  Put  into  each  of  these  boxes  a  list  of  its  contents ;  the  name  of  the  association 
or  individual  from  whom  it  oomes,  and  the  address  of  the  person  to  whom  the  mission- 
ary may  send  his  letter  of  acknowledgment. 

2.  Mark  the  box  ^^  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  Bible  House,  Astor  Place, 
New  York,"  adding  the  nmne  of  the  place  from  which  it  comes, 

3.  Write  to  the  Seqre tones,  stating  the  time  when,  and  the  line  by  which  the  box 
was  sent,  its  estimated  value,  and  giving  a  Ust  of  contents  to  guide  in  the  assignment 
of  the  box.  Be  careful  to  state  the  size  of  the  adults,  and  the  ages  and  sex  jot  children 
for  whom  the  clothing  is  intende<l,  as  boxes  are  not  opened  at  the  office.  Not  every 
article  may  be  fitted  to  the  family  receiving  it,  but  neighboring  missionaries  are  in 
the  way  of  making  such  exchanges  with  each  other,  that  every  thing  will  find  its 
place  and  use. 

i.  Inclose  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Fart  of  a  Missionary's  Salary. 

The  Society  needs  the  same  amount  of  money,  in  order  to  meet  promptly  its 
stipulations  with  its  missionaries,  as  if  no  boxes  were  forwarded ;  and  it  would  be  no 
favor  to  a  missionary  to  receive  a  box,  if ,  as  a  consequence  of  it,  the  amount  of  money 
that  would  otherwise  be  sent  him  must  be  proportionately  diminished. 

We  trust  the  friends  of  the  Home  Missionary  cause,  therefore,  will  see  to  it  that 
tbey  give  none  the  less  money,  in  consequence  of  their  giving  other  things  that  are 
Jieedfai  and  convoiiieAi. 
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IDBSIOITABT  BOXK 

For  many  yean  the  ladies  of  our  chnrdhes  have  helped  thia  Sooietj  and 
the  homes  of  its  miasionaries  with  boxes  of  dothing  and  other  nseful  artudea.  Tba 
oontinuanoe  of  these  favors  is  earnestly  solicited.  To  secure  satiafactozy  prepazatioa 
and  just  distribution,  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  suggestioiia. 

As  to  Designated  Bozea 

1.  Apply  to  the  Secretaries  at  the  Bible  House  to  designate  some  family.  Hwj 
•an  usually  furnish  the  necessary  facts  of  a  full  description  at  onoe. 

2.  If  a  family  is  selected  independently  of  the  Secretariea,  noiil|y  them  without 
delay,  so  as  to  guard  against  a  duplication  of  giftSb 

8.  When  the  box  is  nearly  ready,  write  to  the  Seoretariea  for  the  piroper  yW^ 
address  of  the  Missionary — not  always  the  same  as  his  poat-offioe  addreas ;  and  he  may 
have  changed  his  residence  meanwhile. 

4.  Mark  the  box  plainly  and  indelibly ;  fasten  it  securely  against  hard  usage;  and 
send  direct  by  responsible  forwarders,  always  taking  their  receipts.  Do  nci  send  a 
designated  box  dy  toay  of  the  Dible  Hauss — a  needless  expense. 

"  5.  liail  a  list  of  its  contents  to  the  Missionary,  the  name  of  the  line  by  which  it  li 
sent,  the  date  of  starting,  and  the  address  of  some  one  to  whom  he  may  direet  Idi 
letter  of  acknowledgment. 

6.  Notify  the  Secretaries,  also,  of  its  forwarding;  stating  its  ustimated  Talne  fat 
acknowledgment  in  the  Home  Missionary^  and  enclosing,  for  ^^ freight^  what  the  donas 
are  willing  to  give.  The  exact  amount  necessary  cannot  be  known  till  the  box  readiM 
its  destination,  when  the  Missionary  will  report  it,  and  be  reimbuzaBd  in  his  next  diaft 
from  the  office.    It  is  not  wise  to  send  money  in  the  boB, 

As  to  TTiidesignated  Boxes. 

By  reason  of  sickness,  fire,  or  other  unforeseen  events,  a  famOy  sometimes  needi 
immediate  supplies.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  some  boxes  of  substantial  outer  and 
under  clothing,  housekeeping  goods,  eta ,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretaziet. 

1.  Put  into  each  of  these  boxes  a  list  of  its  contents;  the  name  of  the  association 
or  individual  from  whom  it  comes,  and  the  address  of  the  person  to  whom  the  miarion- 
ary  may  send  his  letter  of  acknowledgment 

2.  Mark  the  box  ^^  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  BiUe  Hoii8e»  Astor  Place, 
New  York,'*  adding  the  name  of  the  place  from  whieh  it  eomes, 

3.  Write  to  the  Secretaries,  stating  the  time  when,  and  the  line  by  which  the  boK 
was  sent,  its  estimated  value,  and  giving  a  Ust  of  contents  to  guide  in  the  assignmeDt 
of  the  box.  Be  careful  to  state  the  size  of  the  adults,  and  the  ages  and  seas  of  childm 
for  whom  the  clothing  is  intended,  as  boxes  are  not  opened  at  the  office.  Not  eveiy 
article  may  be  fitted  to  the  family  receiving  it,  but  neighboring  miwwiofnaries  are  in 
the  way  of  making  such  exchanges  with  eaoh  other,  that  eveiy  thing  will  find  ili 
place  and  use. 

i.  Indoae  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Fart  of  a  ][ii8ioiLary*s  Salary. 

The  Society  needs  the  same  amount  of  money,  in  order  to  meet  promptly  fti 
stipulations  with  its  miasionaries,  as  if  no  boxes  were  forwarded ;  and  it  would  be  do 
favor  to  a  missionary  to  receive  a  box,  if ,  as  a  consequence  of  it,  the  amount  of  mon^ 
that  would  otherwise  be  sent  him  must  be  proportionately  diminiahed. 

We  trust  the  friends  of  the  Home  Missionary  cause,  therefore,  will  see  to  it  that 
they  give  none  the  less  money,  in  oonsequenoe  of  their  giving  other  thii^pB  thsi  art 
jwedfnl  and  conTenieBi. 
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1DB8I0VAET  BOXBL 

For  manj  jeaa  the  ladies  of  oar  chnrdhes  have  helped  this  Sooiflty  and 
the  homes  of  its  missioiiaries  with  boxes  of  dothiiig  and  other  naefal  artlolei.  Tit 
oontinoance  of  these  favors  is  earnestly  solicited.  To  secure  aatiafactoiy  prepaalioa 
and  JQBt  diatribution,  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  soggeatianiL 

Ab  to  Designated  Bozeib 

1.  Apply  to  the  Secretaries  at  the  Bible  House  to  dealgnate  aome  family.  Dnj 
•an  usually  furnish  the  necessary  facts  of  a  full  description  at  onoe. 

2.  If  a  family  is  selected  independently  of  the  Seocetariea,  notilj  them  wxthoiit 
delay,  so  as  to  guard  against  a  duplication  of  gifta. 

8.  When  the  box  is  nearly  ready,  write  to  the  Secretaziea  for  the  proper  flrei^ 
address  of  the  Missionary — not  always  the  same  as  hia  poat-offioe  addieaa ;  and  he  mqr 
have  changed  his  residence  meanwhile. 

4.  Mark  the  box  plainly  and  indelibly  ;  fasten  it  securely  againat  baxd  nMge;  lad 
aend  direet  by  responsible  forwarders,  always  taking  their  reoeipta.  Do  iu€  fond  i 
designated  box  by  way  of  the  3ible  Houbs — a  needless  expense. 

5.  Mail  a  list  of  its  contents  to  the  Missionary,  the  name  of  the  line  by  whiuh  ife  k 
sent,  the  date  of  starting,  and  the  address  of  some  one  to  whom  he  may  direct  Ui 
letter  of  acknowledgment. 

6.  Notify  the  Secretaries,  also,  of  its  forwarding;  atatimg  ita  eatimated  vafaie  for 
acknowledgment  in  the  Horns  Miuiatiary^  and  enclosing,  for  ''^firsigkt^  what  the  doBon 
are  willing  to  give.  The  exact  amount  necessary  cannot  be  known  till  the  box  readMi 
its  destination,  when  the  Missionary  will  report  it,  and  be  reimboxasd  in  hia  next  daft 
tram  the  offloe.     It  ii  not  %n$0  to  send  money  in  the  boco^ 

Ab  to  Undeflignated  Boxea 

By  reason  of  siokness,  fire,  or  other  unforeseen  events,  a  family  eowmttmea  needi 
immediate  supplies.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  some  boxes  of  substantial  outer  and 
under  clothing,  housekeeping  goods,  etc. ,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretaziea 
1.  Put  into  each  of  these  boxes  a  list  of  ito  contents;  the  name  of  the  wssnotatinii 
or  individual  from  whom  it  comes,  and  the  address  of  the  person  to  whom  the  mianon- 
ary  may  send  his  letter  of  acknowledgment 

2.  Mark  the  box  ^'  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  Bible  Hoqae,  Aator  Plaoe, 
New  Tork,^'  adding  the  name  of  the  place  from  tMch  ii  eomes, 

8.  Write  to  the  Secretaries,  stating  the  time  when,  and  the  line  l^  which  the  box 
was  sent,  its  estimated  value,  and  giving  a  Ust  of  contents  to  guide  in  the  aasigmnflDt 
of  the  box.  Be  careful  to  state  the  size  of  the  adults,  and  the  ages  and  MV  of  diildie& 
for  whom  the  clothing  is  intended,  as  boxes  are  not  opened  at  the  offiocL  Not  eveiy 
article  may  be  fitted  to  the  family  receiving  it,  but  neighboring  miwdonaTiee  are  in 
the  way  of  making  such  exchanges  with  each  other,  that  every  thing  wiU  find  ffti 
place  and  use. 

4.  laolose  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Fart  of  a  Minionary's  Salary. 

The  Society  needs  the  same  amount  of  m<mey,  in  order  to  meet  promptly  its 
stipulations  with  its  missionaries,  as  if  no  boxes  were  forwarded ;  and  it  would  be  no 
faTor  to  a  missionary  to  receive  a  box,  if ,  as  a  consequence  of  it,  the  amount  of  money 
that  would  otherwise  be  sent  him  must  be  proportionately  dlmTniahed. 

We  trust  the  friends  of  the  Home  Missionary  cause,  therefore,  will  see  to  it  that 
they  give  none  the  less  money,  in  oonaequenoe  of  their  giving  other  thioga  thait  aie 
—tdfttland  ooaTeaieal 
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MIBBIOVAET  BOXBL 

For  mMDj  jeaa  Uie  ladies  of  our  ohurohes  have  helped  this  Sodetx  Aod  chB&nA 
the  homes  of  its  missionaries  with  boxes  of  clothing  and  other  naefnl  articles.  The 
oontinaanoe  of  these  favors  is  earnestly  solicited.  To  secnre  satisfactoly  prepaiatiflp 
and  just  distribution,  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  soggestiona. 

Ab  to  Designated  Boxes. 

1.  Apply  to  the  Secretaries  at  the  Bible  Hoose  to  designate  some  family.  Thej 
can  nsnally  famish  the  necessary  facts  of  a  fall  description  at  once. 

2.  If  a  family  is  selected  independently  of  the  Secretaries,  noiaty  tfaem  withoat 
deli^,  so  as  to  guard  against  a  duplication  of  gifts. 

3.  When  the  box  is  nearly  ready,  write  to  the  Secretaries  for  the  proper  freight 
address  of  the  Misaionazy — not  always  the  same  as  his  post-office  address ;  and  he  may 
have  changed  his  residence  meanwhile. 

4.  Mark  the  box  plainly  and  indelibly ;  fasten  it  securely  against  hard  usage ;  and 
send  (Ureet  by  responsible  forwarders,  always  taking  their  receipts.  Do  m}t  send  a 
designated  box  by  way  of  the  BihU  House — a  needless  expense. 

5.  Mail  a  list  of  its  contents  to  the  Missionary,  the  name  of  the  line  by  which  it  is 
sent,  the  date  of  starting,  and  the  address  of  some  one  to  whom  he  may  direct  hii 
letter  of  acknowledgment. 

6.  Notify  the  Secretaries,  also,  of  its  forwarding ;  stating  its  estimated  value  tea 
acknowledgment  in  the  Home  Minsumary,  and  enclosing,  for  *'^ freight''^  what  the  donom 
are  willing  to  g^ive.  The  exact  amount  necessary  cannot  be  known  till  the  box  readies 
its  destination,  when  the  Missionary  will  report  it,  and  be  reimborsed  in  his  next  draft 
fzom  the  office.     It  i»  not  %me  to  send  money  in  the  box. 

As  to  Undesignated  Boxea 

By  reason  of  sickness,  fire,  or  other  unforeseen  events,  a  family  sometimes  needs 
immediate  supplies.  It  is  therefore  denirable  that  some  boxes  of  substantial  outer  and 
under  clothing,  housekeeping  goods,  etc. ,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretariea 

1.  Pat  into  each  of  these  boxes  a  list  of  its  contents;  the  name  of  the  association 
or  individual  from  whom  it  comes,  and  the  address  of  the  person  to  whom  the  mission- 
ary may  send  his  letter  of  acknowledgment 

2.  Mark  the  box  ''  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  Bible  House,  Astor  Place, , 
^ew  York,"  adding  the  name  of  the  place  from  which  it  comes, 

3.  Write  to  the  Secretaries,  stating  the  time  when,  and  the  line  by  which  the  box 
was  sent,  its  estimated  value,  and  giving  a  list  of  contents  to  guide  in  the  assignment 
of  the  box.  Be  careful  to  state  the  siee  of  the  adults,  and  the  ages  and  sex  of  children 
lor  whom  the  clothing  is  intended,  as  boxes  are  not  opened  at  the  office.  Not  every 
article  may  be  fitted  to  the  family  receiving  it,  but  neighboring  missionaries  are  in 
the  way  of  making  such  exchanges  with  each  other,  that  every  thing  wiU  find  its 
place  and  use. 

4  Inclose  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Part  of  a  Missionary's  Salary. 

The  Society  needs  the  same  amount  of  money,  in  order  to  meet  promptly  its 
stipulations  with  its  missionaries,  as  if  no  boxes  were  forwarded ;  and  it  would  be  no 
favor  to  a  missionary  to  receive  a  box,  if ,  as  a  consequence  of  it,  the  amount  of  mon^ 
that  would  otherwise  be  sent  him  must  be  proportionately  diminished. 

We  trust  the  friends  of  the  Home  Missionary  cause,  therefore,  will  see  to  it  that 
they  give  none  the  less  money,  in  oonaeqnenoe  of  their  giving  other  things  that  are 
need/ul  and  oonveniaak 


ij^&^e    (Sf      /^/T'St^C^^^UX-'^^^^U^ 


HOME  MISSIONAET. 


DECEMBEB,    1877. 


I 

V 

f 


CONTENTS. 


THE    NATIONAL    CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL 181 


STATEMENT  COVERING  1975>1877 188 


f 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    OP     THE 


^       COUNCIL 


186 


191 


f    RCHOBS  FROM  TJIE  PRESS 

I 

••PERSONAL    ADMINISTRATIVE    EX- 
PBNSBS'* Itt 


ON  TO  SELPSUPPORT 1»4 

THE  TREASURY 197 

AMERICAN      CONGREGATIONAL 
UNION 198 

AMERICAN    COLLEGE    AND    EDUCA- 
TION SOCIETY 199 

MISSIONARY  APPOINTMENTS SOO 


RECEIPT&. 


SOU 


Vol.  L.    No.  8. 


NEW   YORK: 
AMBRICAN     HOME     MISSIONARY    SOCIETY, 

Bible  House,  Abtor  Plaob. 


SJXTT  CMNTa  A    YEAH,   IN  AnVAXCJB,    P08TAGJB  PAID. 


UBSIOHAET  BOXBL 

For  manj  jeaa  the  ladies  of  our  chnrohea  have  helped  this  Sooietj  and  cheewd 
the  homes  of  its  missioxiaries  with  boxes  of  ftim-^iing  and  other  naefol  artkdea.  TIm 
oonUnuauce  of  these  favors  is  earnestly  solicited.  To  secure  satiafaotocy  pcepaimtifla 
and  just  distribution,  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  soggestiana. 

Ab  to  Designated  Bozeib 

1.  Apply  to  the  Secretaries  at  the  Bible  House  to  derignate  wpme  famQy.  Thcj 
tan  usually  furnish  the  necessary  facts  of  a  full  description  at  onoe. 

3.  If  a  family  is  selected  independently  of  the  Seocetariea,  notilj  them  witiioiit 
ilelay,  so  as  to  guard  against  a  duplication  of  gifta 

8.  When  the  box  is  nearly  ready,  write  to  the  Seoretazies  for  the  proper  ft^igkt 
address  of  the  Missionary — not  always  the  same  as  his  poat-offloe  addreaa ;  and  be  may 
have  changed  his  residence  meanwhile. 

4.  Mark  the  box  plainly  and  indelibly  ;  fasten  it  securely  againat  hard  usa^ ;  sad 
send  direct  by  responsible  forwarders,  always  taking  their  receipts.  Do  noi  mod  a 
designated  box  by  way  of  the  Dtble  House — a  needless  expenBe. 

5.  Mail  a  list  of  its  ^sontents  to  the  Missionary,  the  name  of  the  line  by  which  it  k 
sent,  the  date  of  starting,  and  the  address  of  some  one  to  whom  he  may  direct  ba 
letter  of  acknowledgment. 

6.  Notify  the  Secrelaries,  also,  of  its  forwarding;  afcating  its  iwtimated  value  for 
acknowledgment  in  the  Home  Missionary ,  and  endoeing,  for  ^^fireigkt^  what  the  doiiQD 
are  willing  to  give.  The  exact  amount  necessary  cannot  be  known  till  the  box  reaehfli 
its  destination,  when  the  Missionary  will  report  it,  and  be  reimbozaed  in  hia  next  disft 
from  the  offloe.    It  is  not  ioise  to  send  money  in  the  boox. 

Ab  to  Undeiignated  Boxea 

By  reason  of  siokneas,  fire,  or  other  unforeseen  events,  a  ftunHy  Bometfrnes  needs 
immediate  supplies.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  some  boxes  of  substantial  outer  and 
under  clothing,  housekeeping  goods,  etc. ,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Seoretaziea 

1.  Put  into  each  of  these  boxes  a  list  of  its  contents;  the  name  of  the  aaaodation 
or  indiWdual  from  whom  it  comes,  and  the  address  of  the  person  to  whom  the  mianon- 
ary  may  send  his  letter  of  acknowledgment. 

2.  Mark  the  box  '^  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  Bible  House,  Aator  Place, 
New  York,*^  adding  the  luime  of  the  place  from  tohieh  U  oomes, 

3.  Write  to  the  Secretaries,  stating  the  time  when,  and  the  line  by  which  the  box 
was  sent,  its  estimated  value,  and  g^iving  a  list  of  contents  to  guide  in  the  aaw'gnment 
of  the  box.  Be  careful  to  state  the  size  of  the  adults,  and  the  (kges  and  seas  of  children 
for  whom  the  clothing  is  intended,  as  boxes  are  not  opened  at  the  offioe.  Not  eveiy 
article  may  be  fitted  to  the  family  receiving  it,  but  neighboring  misBlonazlea  are  in 
the  way  of  making  such  exchanges  with  each  other,  that  every  thing  will  find  tti 
place  and  use. 

4  Indoee  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Fart  of  a  Minionary's  Salary. 

The  Society  needs  the  same  amount  of  m<mey,  in  order  to  meet  promptly  iti 
stipulations  with  its  missionaries,  as  if  no  boxes  we^e  forwarded ;  and  it  would  be  no 
favor  to  a  missionary  to  receive  a  box,  if ,  as  a  consequence  of  it,  the  amount  of  mon^ 
that  would  otherwise  be  sent  him  must  be  proportionately  diminished. 

We  trust  the  friends  of  the  Home  Missionary  cause,  therefore,  will  see  to  it  that 
they  give  none  the  leas  money,  in  oonsequenoe  of  their  giving  other  things  that  ara 
needful  and  conTenieBl 
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ICDSSIOHABT  BOXES. 

For  many  yean  the  ladies  of  our  ohurches  have  helped  thia  Society  and  cheered 
the  hornet  of  ite  zfiissiozia^es  with  boxes  of  clothing  and  other  osefol  artadeB.  The 
continuance  of  these  favors  is  earnestly  solicited.  To  secure  satiafactoiy  pfepazatun 
and  just  distribution,  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  suggestions 

As  to  Designated  Boxes. 

1.  Apply  to  the  Secretaries  at  the  Bible  House  to  designate  some  family.  Thej 
can  usually  furnish  the  necessary  facts  of  a  full  description  at  onoe. 

2.  If  a  family  is  selected  independently  of  the  Secretariea,  notify  them  witiioot 
delay,  so  as  to  guard  against  a  duplication  of  gif ta 

3.  When  the  box  is  nearly  ready,  write  to  the  Secretaries  for  the  proper  firdf^ 
address  of  the  Missionary — not  always  the  same  as  his  post-office  addreas ;  and  he  maj 
have  changed  his  residence  meanwhile. 

4.  Mark  the  box  plainly  and  indelibly ;  fasten  it  securely  against  hard  usage ;  and 
send  direct  by  responsible  forwarders,  always  taking  their  receipts.  Do  not  send  i 
designat<ed  box  by  way  of  llie  Bible  Hcmae — a  needless  expense. 

5.  Mail  a  list  of  its  contents  to  the  3Iissionary,  the  name  Of  the  line  by  which  it  ii 
sent,  the  date  of  starting,  and  the  address  of  some  one  to  whom  he  may  direcfc  hit 
letter  of  acknowledgment. 

G.  Notify  the  Secretaries,  also,  of  its  forwarding;  stating  its  estimated  value  for 
acknowledgment  in  the  Home  Missionary ^  and  enclosing,  for  ^^freighV*  what  the  dooon 
are  willing  to  give.  The  exact  amount  necessary  cannot  be  known  till  the  box  reaehet 
its  destination,  when  the  Missionary  will  report  it,  and  be  reimbursed  in  his  next  dzift 
from  the  office.     It  is  not  wise  to  send  money  in  the  box. 

As  to  Undesignated  Bozea 

By  reason  of  sickness,  fire,  or  other  unforeseen  events,  a  family  sometimes  needi 
immediate  supplies.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  some  boxes  of  substantial  outer  and 
under  clothiDg,  housekeeping  goods,  etc. ,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretariea 

1.  Put  into  each  of  t/iese  boxes  a  list  of  its  contents;  the  name  of  the  associatioD 
or  individual  from  whom  it  comes,  and  the  address  of  the  person  to  whom  the  nusaioa- 
ary  may  send  his  letter  of  acknowledgment. 

2.  Mark  the  box  ^'  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  Bible  House,  Astor  Place, 
^ew  York,"  adding  the  name  of  tlie  place  from  which  it  comes, 

3.  Write  to  the  Secretaries,  stating  the  time  when,  and  the  line  by  which  the  box 
was  sent,  its  estimated  value,  and  giving  a  list  of  contents  to  gfuide  in  the  assignment 
of  the  box.  Be  careful  to  state  the  size  of  the  adults,  and  the  ages  and  sex  of  children 
for  whom  the  clothing  is  intended,  as  boxes  are  not  opened  at  the  office.  Not  evezy 
article  may  be  fitted  to  the  family  receiving ^t,  but  neighboring  missionaries  are  in 
the  way  of  making  such  exchanges  with  each  other,  that  every  thing  will  find  ifti 
place  and  use. 

4.  Inclose  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Part  of  a  Missionarsr's  Salary. 

The  Society  needs  the  same  amount  of  money,  in  order  to  meet  promptly  iti 
rtipulations  with  its  missionaries,  as  if  no  boxes  were  forwarded ;  and  it  would  be  no 
favor  to  a  missionary  to  receive  a  box,  if,  as  a  consequence  of  it,  the  amount  of  monfly 
that  would  otherwise  be  sent  him  must  be  proportionately  diminished. 

We  trust  the  friends  of  the  Home  Missionary  cause,  therefore,  will  see  to  it  thai 
they  give  none  the  less  money,  in  oonBequenoe  of  thoir  giiing  other  things  that  m 
seed^  and  oosiTeminl 
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mSSIOHABT  BOXES. 

For  many  yean  the  ladies  of  our  churches  have  helped' this  Society  and  cheered 
tlie  homcA  of  its  missionaries  with  boxes  of  clothing  and  other  oaefol  articles.  The 
continuance  of  these  favors  is  earnestly  solicited.  To  secure  Ratiafactoiy  prepaxatioii 
and  just  distributioni  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  soggestiona. 

Ab  to  Designated  Boxes. 

1.  Apply  to  the  Secretaries  at  the  Bible  House  to  designate  some  family.  They 
can  usually  furnish  the  necessary  facts  of  a  full  description  at  once. 

2.  If  a  family  is  selected  independently  of  the  Secretaries,  notify  them  without 
delay,  so  as  to  guard  against  a  duplication  of  gifte. 

3.  When  the  box  is  nearly  ready,  write  to  the  Secretaries  for  the  proper  freight 
address  of  the  Missionary — not  always  the  same  as  his  post-office  addrees ;  and  he  may 
have  changed  his  residence  meanwhile. 

4.  Mark  the  box  plainly  and  indelibly  ;  fasten  it  securely  against  hard  usage ;  and 
send  direct  by  responsible  forwarders,  always  taking  their  receipts.  Do  not  send  a 
desigfuated  box  hy  way  of  Vie  Bible  House — a  needless  expense. 

5.  Mail  a  list  of  its  contents  to  the  Missionary,  the  name  of  the  line  by  which  it  ii 
sent,  the  date  of  starting,  and  the  address  of  some  one  to  whom  he  may  direct  his 
letter  of  acknowledgment. 

0.  Notify  the  Secretaries,  also,  of  its  forwarding ;  stating  its  estimated  yalue  for 
acknowledgment  in  the  Ilome  Missionary^  and  enclosing,  for  *'^frHght'*'*  what  the  donoit 
are  willing  to  g^ive.  The  exact  amount  necessary  cannot  be  known  till  the  box  readies 
its  destination,  when  the  Missionary  will  report  it,  and  be  reimbaraed  in  his  next  dxmfl 
from  the  office.     It  is  not  wise  to  send  money  in  the  b<^. 

As  to  Undesignated  Boxea 

By  reason  of  sickness,  fire,  or  other  unforeseen  events,  a  family  sometimes  needs 
immediate  supplies.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  some  boxes  of  substantial  outer  and 
under  clothing,  housekeeping  goods,  etc. ,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretariea 

1.  Put  into  each  of  t^iese  boxes  a  list  of  its  contents;  the  name  of  the  association 
or  individual  from  whom  it  comes,  and  the  address  of  the  person  to  whom  the  mission- 
ary may  send  his  letter  of  acknowledgment. 

2.  Mark  the  box  '*  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  Bible  House,  Astor  Pisoe, 
^ew  York,"  adding  the  name  of  ifie  place  from  whiefi  it  comes. 

3.  Write  to  the  Secretaries,  stating  the  time  when,  and  the  line  by  which  the  box 
was  sent,  its  estimated  value,  and  giving  a  list  of  contents  to  guide  in  the  assignment 
of  the  box.  Be  careful  to  stat«  the  size  of  the  adults,  and  the  ages  and  sex  of  children 
for  whom  the  clothing  is  intended,  as  boxes  are  not  opened  at  the  office.  Not  every 
article  may  be  fitted  to  the  family  receiving  it,  but  neighboring  missionaries  are  in 
the  way  of  making  such  exchanges  with  each  other,  that  every  thing  will  find  its 
place  and  use. 

4.  Inclose  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Part  of  a  Missionary's  Salary. 

The  Society  needs  the  same  amount  of  money,  in  order  to  meet  promptly  its 
Etipulations  with  its  missionaries,  as  if  no  boxes  were  forwarded ;  and  it  would  be  no 
favor  to  a  missionary  to  receive  k  box,  if,  as  a  consequence  of  it,  the  amount  of  money  . 
that  would  otherwise  be  sent  him  must  be  proportionately  diminished. 

We  trust  the  friends  of  the  Home  Missionary  cause,  therefore,  will  see  to  it  that 
they  give  none  the  less  money,  in  opnaegnenoe  of  their  giTing  other  things  that  aie 
need/ol  and  oonTemeBib 
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IDBSIOHAST  BOZia 

For  manj  jean  the  ladies  of  oar  charohes  have  helped  this  Sooiety  aikd  cheered 
the  homes  of  its  missioDaries  with  boxes  of  dothing  and  other  naef  al  articles.  The 
oontinuanoe  of  these  favors  is  earnestly  solicited.  To  secure  satiafaotory  prepazatifln 
and  just  distzibation,  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  BoggeationB. 

As  to  Designated  Boxes. 

1.  Apply  to  the  Secretaries  at  the  Bible  Honse  to  designate  some  family.  They 
can  naoally  famish  the  necessary  facts  of  a  fall  deeoription  at  onoe. 

2.  If  a  family  is  selected  independently  of  the  Secretaries,  notify  them  without 
delay,  so  as  to  gnard  against  a  duplication  of  gifts. 

3.  When  the  box  is  nearly  ready,  write  to  the  Secretaries  for  the  proper  freight 
address  of  the  Missionary — not  always  the  same  as  his  post-office  address ;  and  he  may 
have  changed  his  residence  meanwhile. 

4.  Mark  the  box  plainly  and  indelibly  ;  fssten  it  securely  against  hard  ussge ;  and 
send  direai  by  responsible  forwarders,  always  taking  their  receipts.  Do  not  aend  s 
designated  box  by  way  of  the  Bible  House — a  needless  expense. 

6.  Mail  a  list  of  its  contents  to  the  Missionaij,  the  name  of  the  line  by  which  it  ii 
sent,  the  date  of  starting,  and  the  address  of  some  one  to  ^om  he  may  direct  Idi 
letter  of  acknowledgment. 

6.  Notify  the  Secretaries,  also,  of  its  forwarding;  stating  its  estimated  value  for 
acknowledgment  in  the  Home  Missionary,  and  enclosing,  for  ^^freighf"  what  the  donoft 
are  willing  to  give.  The  exact  amount  necessary  cannot  be  known  till  the  box  reacto 
its  destination,  when  the  Missionary  will  report  it,  and  be  reimbazsed  in  his  next  dnft 
from  the  office.     It  is  not  ioise  to  send  money  in  the  box. 

As  to  Undesignated  Boxea 

By  reason  of  sickness,  fire,  or  other  unforeseen  events,  a  family  sometimes  nesdi 
immediate  supplies.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  some  boxes  of  substantial  outer  aod 
under  clothing,  housekeeping  goods,  etc. ,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretaiiea 

1.  Put  into  each  of  these  boxes  a  list  of  its  contents;  the  name  of  the  aasodation 
or  individual  from  whom  it  comes,  and  the  address  of  the  person  to  whom  the  mission- 
ary may  send  his  letter  of  acknowledgment. 

2.  Mark  the  box  *^  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  Bible  House»  Astor  Plaoe, 
^ew  York/'  adding  the  name  of  the  place  from  tohich  it  eomes, 

3.  Write  to  the  Secretaries,  stating  the  time  when,  and  the  line  by  which  the  box 
was  sent,  its  osti mated  value,  and  giving  a  list  of  contents  to  guide  in  the  aRsignment 
of  the  box.  Be  careful  to  state  the  size  of  the  adults,  and  the  ages  and  sex  of  children 
for  whom  the  clothing  is  intended,  as  boxes  are  not  opened  at  the  office.  Not  every 
article  may  be  fitted  to  the  family  receiving  it,  but  neighboring  missionaries  are  in 
the  way  of  making  such  exchanges  with  each  other,  that  every  thing  will  find  ill 
place  and  use. 

4.  Inclose  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Fart  of  a  Missionary's  Salary. 

The  Society  needs  the  same  amount  of  money,  in  order  to  meet  promptly  its 
ftipulations  with  its  missionaries,  as  if  no  boxes  were  forvrarded ;  and  it  would  be  no 
favor  to  a  missionary  to  receive  a  box,  if ,  as  a  consequence  of  it,  the  amount  of  money 
that  would  otherwise  be  sent  him  must  be  proportionately  diminished. 

We  trust  the  friends  of  the  Home  Missionary  cause,  therefore,  wiU  see  to  it  that 
they  give  none  the  less  money^  in  oonseqnenee  ol  their  giTing  other  things  that  are 
aeed/al  and  coiiTeniiiit. 
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NEW    YORK: 
AMERICAN     HOME     MISSIONARY     SOCIETY 

Bible  House,  Astob  Place 


SIXTY   CMNTS  A    TEAR,   IN  AnVANCE,    JPOSTAGE  JPAin, 


1DB8I0VAET  BOXBL 

For  many  yean  the  ladies  of  oar  churches  have  helped  this  Society  and  dieerad 
the  homes  of  its  missioxiaries  with  boxes  of  dLothing  and  other  useful  articles.  The 
continuance  of  these  favors  is  earnestly  solicited.  To  secure  satLsfactoiy  prepazatiiA 
and  just  distribution,  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  snas^estiana. 

Ab  to  Designated  Bozeib 

1.  Apply  to  the  Secretaries  at  the  Bible  House  to  designate  some  family.  Thej 
•an  usually  furnish  the  necessary  facts  of  a  full  description  at  once. 

3.  If  a  family  is  selected  independently  of  the  Secretaziea,  notiljr  them  without 
delay,  so  as  to  guard  against  a  duplication  of  gifts. 

8.  When  the  box  is  nearly  ready,  write  to  the  Secretaries  for  the  proper  ftdqlA 
address  of  the  Missionary — not  always  the  same  as  his  post-office  addreas ;  and  he  maj 
have  changed  his  residence  meanwhile. 

4.  Mark  the  box  plainly  and  indelibly  ;  fasten  it  securely  against  bard  usage ;  and 
•end  direci  by  responsible  forwarders,  always  taking  their  receipts.  Do  wA  send  a 
designated  box  by  way  of  the  Bible  H&use — a  needless  expense. 

5.  Mail  a  list  of  its  contents  to  the  Missionary,  the  name  of  the  line  by  which  it  is 
sent,  the  date  of  starting,  and  the  address  of  some  one  to  whom  he  may  direct  his 
letter  of  acknowledgment. 

6.  Notify  the  Secretaries,  also,  of  its  forwarding;  sfcating  its  estimated  value  for 
acknowledgment  in  the  Horns  MiMianary^  and  enclosing,  for  ^^ freight"  what  the  donon 
are  willing  to  give.  The  exact  amount  necessary  cannot  be  known  till  the  box  reaches 
its  destination,  when  the  Missionary  will  report  it,  and  be  reimbuzaed  in  hia  next  dnft 
from  the  office.    It  ii  not  toiee  to  send  money  m  tfu  boao. 

Ab  to  irndesigxiated  Boxea 

By  reaaon  of  siokness,  fire,  or  other  unforeseen  events,  a  ftunfly  BOiimtlmeB  needs 
immediate  supplies.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  some  boxes  of  substantial  outer  and 
under  clothing,  housekeeping  goods,  etc. ,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretaries. 

1.  Put  into  each  of  these  boxes  a  list  of  its  contents;  the  name  of  the  association 
or  individual  from  whom  it  comes,  and  the  address  of  the  person  to  whom  the  mission- 
ary may  send  his  letter  of  acknowledgment 

2.  Mark  the  box  "  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  Bible  House,  Aator  Place, 
New  York,"  adding  the  name  of  the  place  from  which  it  eomes, 

3.  Write  to  the  Secretaries,  stating  the  time  when,  and  the  line  by  which  the  box 
was  sent,  its  estimated  value,  and  giving  a  Hat  of  contents  to  guide  in  the  assignment 
of  the  box.  Be  careful  to  state  the  size  of  the  adults,  and  the  ages  and  sex  of  children 
for  whom  the  clothing  is  intended,  as  boxes  are  not  opened  at  the  office.  Not  every 
article  may  be  fitted  to  the  family  receiving  it,  but  neighboring  miflBlonaries  are  in 
the  way  of  making  such  exchanges  with  each  other,  that  every  thing  will  find  ill 
place  and  use. 

4.  Inclose  money  for  freight. 

Boxes  are  no  Fart  of  a  Mittionary's  Salary. 

The  Society  needs  the  same  amount  of  money,  in  order  to  meet  promptly  its 
stipulations  with  its  missionaries,  as  if  no  boxes  were  forwarded ;  and  it  would  be  no 
favor  to  a  missionary  to  receive  a  box,  if ,  as  a  consequence  of  it,  the  amount  ctf  mon^ 
that  would  otherwise  be  sent  him  must  be  proportionately  diminished. 

We  trust  the  friends  of  the  Home  Missionary  cause,  therefore,  wiD  see  to  it  that 
they  give  none  the  less  money,  in  oonaequenoe  of  their  giving  other  thiqgB  that  sn 
aeed/dl  and  oonveiii«Bk 
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TEE  HOHE  MIBSIOirABT. 

Thid  Mrmtfily  is  faznlBhed  at  sixty  cents  a  year,  postlige  paidL  The  snbsotiptUm 
price  could  not  well  be  less.  Its  whole  present  issue  should  go  to  actual  subscribers. 
Bat,  unless  they  prefer  to  pay,  it  will  be  sent  free,  as  heretofore,  to  Life  Directors  and 
Life  Members ;  Missionaries  of  the  Society  and  its  Auxiliaries ;  Ministers  securing  a 
yearly  collection  for  it  in  their  congregations ;  also,  to  evexy  individual,  Association, 
or  Congregation,  one  copy  for  every  ten  dollars  collected  and  paid  over  to  the  Society 
or  an  Auxiliary.  Suitable  names  should  accompany  the  payment.  Pastors  are  earnestly 
requested  to  serve  Home  Missions  by  promoting  the  use  of  this  Journal  at  the  Monthly 
Ocmoert  and  among  their  people. 

ImmedkUeno^iae  of  disoontitmanoe  or  change  of  post-offioe  addzess  should  be  given. 


AFFUCATIONS  FOE  AD). 

Congregations  desiring  aid  should  apply  at  once  after  finding  a  minister.  They 
should  make  a  full  statement  of  the  facts  in  their  condition  and  prospects  which  justii^ 
an  application.     They  should  also  give  these  particulars,  viz. : — 

Population  of  the  place. 

Names  of  the  churah  or  chuiches,  and  preaching  statiooa 

Number  of  communicants. 

Average  number  of  attendants  on  public  worship. 

Denomination  and  size  of  contiguous  congregationfl. 

Names  and  distances  of  the  nearest  Congregational  churohea. 

Minister's  full  name  and  post-office  address :  Town,  County,  States 

Whether  he  resides  on  his  field  of  labor. 

Whether  he  has  any  other  calling  than  that  of  the  ministry. 

Whether  he  is  now,  or  is  expected  to  become  the  pastor  of  the  ohazQh. 

What  his  credent!^  are. 

The  number  of  persons  composing  his  family. 

Total  amount  of  salary  proposed. 

Amount  pledged  by  the  people,  and  how  decored. 

Whether  the  minister  has,  also,  the  use  of  a  parsonaga 

Whether  aid  is  expected  &om  any  other  source. 

The  least  amount  that  will  suffice  from  this  Society. 

The  amount  received  £rom  this  Society  last  year. 

Whether  a  less  amount  will  probably  be  needed  next  yeaft 

Amount  contributed  to  this  Society  last  year. 

Date  of  the  desired  commission. 

The  application  must  be  signed  by  the  officers  of  the  church,  where  there  is  one, 
and  by  the  trustees  or  a  committee  of  the  congregation. 

If  the  ecclesiastical  body,  within  whose  limits  the  congregation  is  found,  hcjs  a 
'*  Committee  of  Missions,"  the  members  of  that  committee  should  certify  these  state- 
ments, the  standing  of  the  minister,  his  prospects  of  usefulness  there,  and  indorse  the 
application.  If  no  such  *^  Committee  of  Missions  "  exists,  the  application  should  be 
indorsed  by  two  or  more  neighboring  clergymen,  acquainted  with  the  facts.  If  no 
church  or  congregation  is  yet  gathered,  applicants  will  follow  the  same  course,  as  far 
as  practicable. 

Applications,  after  being  so  indorsed,  should  be  sent  to  the  Superintendent  (or 
Secretary  of  the  Auxiliary)  for  the  region  where  the  applicants  reside. 

Appropriations,  as  a  rule,  bear  the  date  of  a  punctual  application ;  and  they 
never  cover  more  than  one  year.  If  farther  aid  be  needed  a  new  application  is 
required,  containing  all  the  particulars  named  above,  and  indorsed  as  before.  To  tkia 
the  certificate  of  the  mimonary,  thtU  the  congregation  /las  fidfiUed  its  previotu  pledges  far 
his  stwport,  must  be  added. 

For  the  address  of  Superintendents  and  Secretaries  of  AuziliazieSy  see  pi  4  of  oovec 


FOEH  OF  A  BEQUEST. 

I  bequeath  to  my  executors  the  sum  of  doUars,  in  trust,  to  pay  OTer 

the  same  in  after  my  decease,  to  the  person  who,  when  the  same  is 

payable,  shall  act  as  Treasurer  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society»  formed  in 
the  City  of  New  York,  'in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-six^  to  be  «e^^  ^ 
tkie  ohariteUe  jum  aiid  yoxpomB  of  Mid  Sooietiy,  ei^  Tmdn  Vta  ^xMciiii^ 
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1878. 


American  IIomi:  Missionary  Society, 

BIBLE     HOUSE.    ASTOR     PLACE,    NEW    YORK. 


Rkv. 
Kkv. 


DAVID  B    COE,  D.D., 


) 


Secretaries  for  Corr^s])07ifUnct 


HENUr  M.   STOURS.  D.D.,   S 

Rkv.  ALKX.   H.  CLAPP,  D.D.,   Treasurer. 


r.xKcmvi    roMMiTTKF:-\fR.    JOHN    ^^.    HrTniT\S<)\.    Choinnan :    Mr.   C.    R.    ROBERT:  II. -v. 
SIMEON  B.  CHITTENDEN:  Rev.  RICH.MU)  S.  STORKS.   i).D. :  Rbv.  WILLI.VM  I.  RL  DINGTON.  !•  D. ; 
Mb.  WILLIAM  O.  LAMBERT:  Mk.  WILLIAM  HENRY  SMITH  :    Mr.  CALVIN   <  .   \V«»OLWORTH:  Riv 
WM.  M.  TAYLOR,   D.D. ;  Mr.  JoHN  WILEY;  with  the- memU-n*  ex-<)fflcio— viz. :   AT'STIN   .\BBOTT,  E-s» 
Recu&i>ino  Necuktabt,  the  I'bcahubkr  and  thu  Secret abibs  for  Corrr8PONde?;c£. 


COMMUNICATIONS 

Relating   to  tho   general   ImsinrsH   of   the   Society,  maj  be   a<idre8«?ed    to  cither  of  th": 

S<u  retaries  lor  Corrospondence. 

DONATIONS    AND    SUBSCRIPTIONS, 

In   DraftH.    Checks,    Regist«ned   Lott<^r«,    or    Post -Office   Orders,    niriy    be   addressed  to 
Alex'ii  If.   CLAIM',  Trea8unjr,  Bible  House,  Astor  Place.  New  York. 

A  payment   of  $30  constitutes  a  Life  Member;    $100   a   Life  Director. 

Post-Offioe  Orders  should  be  drawn  on  STATION  D,  New  York  City. 


I  I 


SECRETARIES  AND  'TREASURERS 


OF   THE   AUXILIARIES. 


Rev.  Jonathan  E  At>ams,  Secretary, 
Joshua  Maxwell.  Esq.,  Trea.surer, 
Rev.  Edward  II.  Orkeley.  Secretary, 
Hon.  LY.MAN  J).  Stevens,  Treasurer, 
Rev.  Charles  S.  Smith,  Secretary, 
J.  C.  Emery,  Esq..  Treasurer. 
Rev.  W.M.  Barrows.  I.).D  .  Secretary, 
Charles  Demond   Esq.,  Treasurer, 
Rev.  Jeremiah  Taylor.  D.D.,  Secretary, 
S.  H.  Tabor,  Escj..  Trejusurer, 
Rev.  William  II.  Moore,  Secretary-, 
Ward  W.  Jacobs,  Esjj.,  Treasurer. 
Rev.  John  C.  Holhrook,  D.D..  Secretary. 
Mr.  William  Henry  Smith.  Trea^irer,' 
Rev.  Samuel  Wolcott,  D.D.,  Secretary, 
FiiANc'is  C.  Sessons,  Esq.,  Trea.surer, 


Maine  MiM.  Soe.y 

2i.  ITttmpffTtire  Muts.  Sor, 

Ver^inont  Dotn 
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M(fJ<fi.    Home  Mijm.  Sor. ,  ) 
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Connfctieut 
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Batipror.  Me. 
Portland.  Me. 
Conconi,  N.  H. 
Concord,  N.  H. 
Montpelier.  Vi. 
Montpelier.  Vt. 
22  Ooiig.  Hou-- 
Boston,  Ma'j.'i. 
Pr()videnc<>.  U  T. 
Providenee,  R.  I. 
Hartfonl.   <\»iir.. 
H.artfcrd,   Conn. 
Syracuse.  N.  Y. 
New  York  City. 
Cleveland,  C)hio. 
Columbus,  Ohio. 


SUPERINTENDENTS. 


Joseph  E.  Roy.  I)  D  ,        Chicago.  111. 

M.  K.  Whittlesey,  D. D., Jackson ville,  IU. 

Rev.  Robert  We^t,  St.  Louia,  Mo. 

Rev.  W.  B.  Willi  A.MS,         Charlotte.  Mich. 

<  Grand  Rapids, 
■(  Mieh. 

Rev.  Franklin  B.  Doe,    Ripon.  Wis. 


Rev.  Leroy  Warren, 


Rev.  Henry  A.  Miner,  Madison,  Wis. 
Rev.  Ephraim  Adams,     Waterloo,  la. 
Rev.  JOS.  W.  Pickett,    Des  M<^ines.  la. 
Rev.  L.  H.  COBii,  Minneapoli.s.Miuu. 

Rev.  S.  D.  Storrs,  Topeka,  Kan. 

Rev.  Hiram  N.  G.\TE8,    Omaha.  Neb. 
James  H.Warren,  D.D.  ,Saii  Francisco, Cal. 


Georoe  U.  Atkinson,  D,D.,  General  Missionary,  Portland,  Or. 
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